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Moscow, Idaho
January 3, 1935

Professor Shirley W. Allen

School of Forestry and Conservation
University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Dear Professor Allen:

The survey of the subject of fire-protection planning which I promised to
send you is enclosed herewith. It covers more territory than was originally
intended because of a desire to give the reader, who will usually be a forestry
student, a birdseye view of the whole subject instead of a detailed analysis

of any one phase.

It is assumed that the reader will be familiar with the ordinary terms
and the ordinary equipment and methods used in fire-protection. The English
term, *fire-protection® is used as it seems to me to be, all angles considered, a
simpler and more descriptive term than fire control, fire prevention and control,
or forest protection: fire. TForest fire engineering might be a more descriptive
and attractive term. Fire prevention is assigned its narrowest meaning, the
restraining of fire-starting agencies. All phases having to do with fuels
and fire weather are placed under the heading of preparedness, which is defined
as in the Region Seven Handbook,

The subjectsof forest fire insurance and appraisal and valuation of fire
damages were left out because it was thought that they constituted a division
of the field of forest fire finance distinct from planning. Three sections
listed in the table of contents were omitted because of limited time and the
belief that they are not essential to the understanding of the subject.

The material for the sections on attack requirements and placement planning
was largely obtained orally fromLG. Hornby, C. B. Sutliff, and R. A. Bottcher
of the U. S. Forest Service. If those sections contain discrepancies or errors
of fact, it is due to differences between regions, to having few written souyrces
of reference, or to recent changes. Other sources of reference are given ~
credit in the list of references. The philosophy underlying the setting up
of burned-area objectives I believe to be largely my own, and as such is
practically the only original material included. In the six main steps in
Planning I have added the first and the prevention step to the four that Show
and Kotok set up in 193l. The arrangement of material under the subheadings
is my own. If the survey should seem to be "the elaboration of the obvious®,"
Chief Justice Holmes said once that "We need education in the obvious more than
investigation of the obscure®. I have tried throughout to discuss only what
Seem to be basic principles and to avoid details of methods, except when details
are needed as illustrations.

Respectfully submitted,

{?./XM

) } ‘ L. Otter
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