
Themes of Future 
My first observation involves a very interesting feature 

of your class... 
It is important to realize that while you and your classmates 

were born in the 20th Century, you will in fact be spending the 
majority of your lives in the next century... 
You will be citizens of the 21st Century! 

(You probably should also be aware that those of us on 
the faculty are very much products of the 20th Century, 
while much of this institution is, in reality, a product of the 19th Century!) 

And our institution, the university of today, is 
in reality a product of the 19th Century! 
The way we are organized into departments and 

colleges...our sequential approach to education... 
even the concept of courses and credit hours... 
all were introduced over a century ago. 

While it is always dangerous to speculate about the future-- 
particularly another century--three themes seem crystal clear... 

i)  It will be a future in which our nation becomes a truly 
multicultural society, with a cultural, 
racial, and ethnic diversity that will be truly extraordinary 
in the history of our civilization... 

ii) It will also be a future in which America will become "internationalized"... 
in which every aspect of American life must be viewed from 
the broader context of our place in the global community... 
as America becomes a "world nation", with ethnic ties 
to every part of the globe... 

iii) Finally, it will be a future in which we rapidly evolve from a 
resource-  and labor-intensive society to a knowledge-intensive 
society...in which intellectual capital...educated people and their 
ideas...become the keys to our prosperity, security, 
and well-being. 

Let's explore these themes for a moment to see how they 
might impact on your college education... 
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