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Based on the MUD Intermediate Studio’s visit to Venice, Italy, in November 2006, Professor 
Roy Strickland asked students to develop concepts and create narrative strips for the entire city 

“In ten years, Venice will host a year-long celebration of  its history, urban form, architecture, 
and culture. The city is to create the venue for interventions that highlight Venice’s past, 
present, and future. More than showcasing the city’s history, these interventions will also 
suggest means of  expanding Venice’s economy beyond tourism and re-introducing a 
live-work population. Concepts consist of  both temporary and permanent interventions, 
accommodating the millions of  international tourists who are expected to attend the 
celebration, as well as the tens of  thousands of  people who will return to Venice to live and 
work during and after the event.”

The Venice Strips
Emily Schemper & Peter Winch



At the regional scale, a new
subway system encourages
circulation between the mainland
city of Mestre, Marco Polo 
International Airport, and all 
Venetian islands, encouraging
regeneration of business 
development in the historic core.

Above historic Venice and the
surrounding islands, a system of
aerial gondolas introduces a new
perspective on the city, as well as 
an alternate means of
transportation.  From above, the
twists and turns of the Venice
streets become more legible, and
both monumental and intimate
spaces are experienced at a 
different scale.

And on the ground, two new
bridges reflect the grandeur of
Venice’s original bridges and
create more integration between
the city’s districts.

  -Emily Schemper 





I p
ro

po
se

 a
 se

rie
s o

f i
nt

er
ve

nt
io

ns
 th

at
 re

sp
on

d 
to

 th
e 

pa
rti

cu
lar

 b
ea

ut
y 

an
d 

dy
na

m
ic

s o
f t

hi
s c

ity
, a

nd
 th

at
 b

ui
ld

 a
 so

ci
all

y 
an

d 
ec

on
om

ic
all

y 
re

in
-

vi
go

ra
te

d 
V

en
ic

e.

Th
es

e 
pr

op
os

als
 g

en
er

all
y 

ha
ve

 to
 d

o 
w

ith
 th

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
t r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

be
-

tw
ee

n 
to

ur
ism

 a
nd

 re
sid

en
cy

.

So
m

e 
ar

e 
lar

ge
 - 

a 
co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 tr

an
sp

or
t h

ub
, a

nd
 re

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f 
to

da
y’s

 ra
il 

an
d 

bu
s a

re
as

.  
O

th
er

s a
re

 sm
all

 a
nd

 d
isp

er
se

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

ci
ty

, o
r a

ct
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
its

 c
iti

ze
ns

. 

A
n 

ex
hi

bi
tio

n 
by

 th
e 

IU
A

V
 in

 th
e 

20
06

 B
ie

nn
ale

 p
re

se
nt

s V
en

ic
e 

as
 a

n 
“i

so
-

tro
pi

c 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t,”
 a

 c
on

tin
uo

us
, c

om
pl

ex
 sy

st
em

 in
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

sp
on

ge
, 

an
d 

no
t t

he
 n

et
w

or
k,

 is
 th

e 
m

or
e 

ap
t a

na
lo

gu
e 

fo
r t

he
 w

ay
 p

ar
ts

 re
lat

e.

Sm
all

 a
ct

io
ns

 p
er

co
lat

e, 
an

d 
af

fe
ct

 th
e 

w
ho

le
.  

Th
e 

pr
oc

es
s i

s b
oo

st
ed

 b
y 

st
ra

te
gi

c, 
lar

ge
 m

ov
es

, t
o 

im
pr

ov
e 

an
d 

sy
nt

he
siz

e 
in

fr
as

tru
ct

ur
e. 

 T
hi

s i
s t

he
 

gr
ain

 o
f m

y 
pr

oj
ec

t f
or

 V
en

ic
e.

La
rg

e 
m

ov
es

 a
re

 in
 th

e 
up

pe
r h

alf
 o

f t
he

 p
ag

e. 

Sm
all

 m
ov

es
 a

re
 b

el
ow

.

V
e
n
ic

e
 f

o
r
 T

o
m
o
r
r
o
w

Pi
az

za
 S

an
 M

ar
co

 m
ea

ns
 to

 b
e 

th
e 

sp
ec

ta
cu

lar
 e

nt
ra

nc
e 

to
 V

en
ic

e. 
 B

ut
 

to
da

y, 
m

os
t v

isi
to

rs
 a

rr
iv

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
fr

om
 

th
e 

ci
ty

 si
de

.  
W

ith
 a

 d
ire

ct
 b

oa
t t

o 
Sa

n 
M

ar
co

 fr
om

 th
e 

tra
in

 /
 b

us
 /

 sh
ip

 /
 

ca
r p

or
ta

l, 
V

en
ic

e’s
 g

ra
nd

 w
at

er
 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
st

or
ed

.

A
R

R
IV

A
L
  
B

Y
 W

A
T
E
R

L
IG

H
T
S

 O
N

 T
H

E
 W

A
T
E
R

A
t n

ig
ht

, l
ig

ht
s w

ill
 m

ar
k 

th
e 

pa
th

s o
f 

ar
riv

al 
in

to
 V

en
ic

e. 
 D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ce

le
br

at
io

n,
 th

es
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

ac
co

m
-

pa
ni

ed
 b

y 
fir

e 
an

d 
fir

ew
or

ds
. 

P
E
T
E
R

 W
IN

C
H

 /
 U

R
B

A
N

 D
E
S

IG
N

 S
T
U

D
IO

 /
 F

A
L
L
 2

0
0
6

Th
e 

ra
il 

st
at

io
n 

an
d 

bu
s h

ub
 w

ill
 b

e 
co

-lo
ca

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

pa
ss

en
ge

r s
hi

p 
te

rm
in

al,
 c

re
at

in
g 

a 
m

em
or

ab
le

 
ce

nt
er

 o
f w

or
ld

 tr
av

el
.

L
IO

N
S

 G
A
T
E

Th
e 

co
ns

ol
id

at
io

n 
of

 tr
an

sp
or

t f
re

es
 

lan
d 

no
w

 se
rv

in
g 

th
e 

tra
in

 st
at

io
n,

 
an

d 
pa

rt 
of

 th
is 

w
ill

 b
e 

a 
ne

w
 p

ub
lic

 
pa

rk
.

A
rr

iv
in

g 
on

 th
e 

ca
us

ew
ay

, w
e 

w
ill

 
no

w
 se

e 
be

fo
re

 u
s a

 w
all

ed
 g

ar
de

n,
w

ith
 a

 “
lio

ns
’ g

at
e,”

 a
nd

 b
ey

on
d,

 th
e 

ci
ty

.

B
A
G

G
A
G

E
 P

O
R

T
A
G

E

Po
rte

rs
 w

ill
 ta

ke
 lu

gg
ag

e 
to

 h
ot

el
s, 

by
 

bo
at

. V
isi

to
rs

 w
ill

 e
nt

er
 th

e 
ci

ty
 w

ith
 

ea
se

.

Th
e 

cl
ea

r d
ist

in
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

to
ur

ist
s 

an
d 

lo
ca

ls 
w

ill
 b

e 
bl

ur
re

d.
  W

ith
ou

t 
ro

lli
ng

 su
itc

as
es

, t
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
m

or
e 

sp
ac

e 
an

d 
m

or
e 

qu
ie

t o
n 

th
e 

na
rr

ow
 

st
re

et
s.

C
IT

Y
 O

F
 T

R
A
V
E
L
E
R

S
To

ur
ist

s c
on

su
m

e 
V

en
ic

e 
by

 th
e 

m
il-

lio
ns

, d
isr

up
tin

g 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

ci
ty

 fo
r 

da
ily

 li
fe

.

N
ow

 a
 b

ala
nc

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
cr

ea
te

d:
 a

 
su

rc
ha

rg
e 

on
 v

isi
to

rs
 w

ill
 fu

nd
 tr

av
el

 
gr

an
ts

 fo
r r

es
id

en
ts

 o
f V

en
ic

e 
- a

n 
in

ce
nt

iv
e 

fo
r l

iv
in

g 
th

er
e.

T
R

A
N

S
P
O

R
T
A
T
IO

N
H

U
B



To
da

y’s
 th

re
e 

G
ra

nd
 C

an
al 

cr
os

sin
gs

 
di

ct
at

e 
th

at
 so

m
e 

lan
es

 a
re

 u
se

d 
in

te
ns

iv
el

y, 
ot

he
rs

 n
ot

 a
t a

ll.

Tw
o 

m
or

e 
br

id
ge

s w
ill

 b
e 

pa
rt 

of
 a

 
ne

r c
irc

ul
at

io
n 

ne
tw

or
k 

- a
nd

 a
n 

hi
st

or
ic

 a
dd

iti
on

 to
 V

en
et

ian
ur

ba
ni

sm
.

N
E
W

 R
O

U
T
E

N
ew

 b
rid

ge
s o

ve
r t

he
 G

ra
nd

 C
an

al 
an

d 
an

ot
he

r o
ve

r t
he

 S
an

ta
 C

hi
ar

a 
Ca

na
l (

pi
ct

ur
ed

) w
ill

 a
nc

ho
r a

 c
le

ar
 

pa
th

 a
cr

os
s t

he
 c

ity
, c

on
ne

ct
in

g 
th

e 
ne

w
 tr

an
sp

or
t h

ub
 w

ith
 S

an
 M

ar
co

. 

M
O

R
E
 S

P
A
C

E
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 

W
A
T
E
R

V
en

ic
e 

is 
th

re
at

en
ed

 b
y 

hi
gh

 w
at

er
.

M
ajo

r e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

so
lu

tio
ns

 a
re

 in
 

pl
ay

 to
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

w
at

er
 b

ac
k.

Th
es

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
co

m
pl

em
en

te
d 

by
th

e 
re

in
tro

du
ct

io
n 

of
 c

an
als

 in
 so

m
e 

of
 V

en
ic

e’s
 ri

o 
te

rr
e 

- a
 sm

all
 p

ar
t 

of
 a

 re
gi

on
al 

m
ov

e 
to

 p
ar

tn
er

 w
ith

 
na

tu
ra

l s
ys

te
m

s.

M
O

R
E
 S

P
A
C

E
 A

L
O

N
G

T
H

E
 W

A
T
E
R

Th
e 

G
ra

nd
 C

an
al 

is 
th

e 
gr

ea
t s

pi
ne

 
of

 V
en

ic
e, 

bu
t f

or
 lo

ng
 st

re
tc

he
s 

th
er

e 
is 

no
 w

ay
 to

 w
alk

 a
lo

ng
sid

e 
it.

To
m

or
ro

w
’s 

V
en

ic
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

m
ar

ke
d

by
 n

ew
 a

cc
es

s t
o 

th
e 

pr
ec

io
us

 w
a-

te
rf

ro
nt

.

IN
T
E
R

N
A
T
IO

N
A
L
 T

R
A
D

E

O
n 

lan
d 

no
w

 o
cc

up
ie

d 
by

 P
iaz

za
le

 
Ro

m
a’s

 tr
an

sit
 c

en
te

r, 
V

en
ic

e 
w

ill
 

bu
ild

 a
 n

ew
 le

g 
fo

r i
ts

 e
co

no
m

y, 
on

e 
fo

r w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 h

ist
or

ic
all

y 
w

el
l-s

ui
te

d.

2
1
s
t
 C

E
N

T
U

R
Y
 W

A
L
K

IN
G

 
C

IT
Y

N
ew

 h
ou

sin
g,

 re
st

au
ra

nt
s a

nd
 sh

op
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

th
or

ou
gh

ly
 m

ix
ed

 in
to

 th
is 

bu
sin

es
s d

ist
ric

t, 
an

d 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

ca
na

l o
n 

to
da

y’s
 ra

il 
ya

rd
s.

Th
es

e 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
s w

ill
 b

e 
m

od
el

 
ur

ba
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

 fo
r t

he
 2

1s
t 

Ce
nt

ur
y.

O
P
E
N

 S
H

U
T
T
E
R

S

A
 si

m
pl

e 
ch

an
ge

 o
f h

ab
its

 w
ill

 a
ss

er
t 

th
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 o
f p

ro
ud

 V
en

et
ian

 
re

sid
en

ts
.

R
E
S

ID
E
N

C
E
S

 F
O

R
 

R
E
S

ID
E
N

T
S

Th
e 

co
nv

er
sio

n 
of

 a
pa

rtm
en

ts
 to

 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 lo
dg

in
g,

 a
ll 

ov
er

 th
e 

ci
ty

, 
ea

ts
 in

to
 th

e 
vi

ab
ili

ty
 o

f n
ei

gh
bo

r-
ho

od
s. 

 T
he

 tr
en

d 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

ve
rs

ed
.

G
R

A
N

D
 C

A
N

A
L
 B

R
ID

G
E
S



Venice for Tomorrow
PETER WINCH / URBAN DESIGN STUDIO / FALL 2006





VENICE FOR TOMORROW



PETER WINCH / URBAN DESIGN STUDIO / FALL 2006




