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In 2009 Round Rock, Texas, was the second fastest growing city in the United States, in
large part due to the Dell Corporation Headquarters site just south of town.This project
critiques the status quo - sprawling suburban company town - and aims to re-imagine the
city of Round Rock as a denser, more diversified urban proposition through reclaiming
the wasted space of the suburban lawn and leveraging the variety and fertility of the city’s
current soil types.

The project began with an analysis of Ebenezer Howard’s 1901 Garden City plan. While
we recognize Howard’s entirely self-sustaining city proposal to be an unreachable ideal,
we sought to apply his understanding of productive added value feedback loops within the
city structure to Round Rock.We argue that farming the fertile suburban lawns of the city
could not only provide some portion of the city’s food, but also diversify the city’s Dell-
subsistent economy while simultaneously creating more community-oriented productive
public space.
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This project aimed to diversify Round
Rock’s Dell-dependent economy. We
performed detailed budget analyses based
on soil type and primary crop location,
and from these calculations found that
reclaiming the suburban lawn as productive
space for Round Rock would add almost
nine million dollars to Round Rock’s annual
economy.
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In order to maximize economic growth,
crop Yyield, and land use efficiency, we
charted the typical growing seeds of local
crops. We found that a winter planting
of nitrogen-fixing clover would replenish
nutrients in the soil and open potentials for
beekeeping and dairy cow grazing.

To support the new agricultural economy,
we located a number of crop infrastructure
nodes on vacant parcels throughout the
city at areas of highest crop concentration.






As Round Rock continues
to grow, we found that
appropriating the space of
the suburban lawn for a new
agricultural economy creates
added value resources loops
in the city for both local food

production and cash crop

distribution. In addition to
economic gain, the repatterning
of Round Rock based on soil
type, land use, and tractor
protocols, as well as new crop
production infrastructure,
produces new types of
community public space for the
residential neighborhoods of
the city.
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