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Current discovery interfaces
Multiple starting points:

● Mirlyn: catalog
● ArticlesPlus: licensed content
● Search Tools:  database finder and journal finder
● MLibrary: catalog, licensed content, database and journal 

finders, subject experts, website content, research guides
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The search project aligns with library goals

Keep this library at the leading edge 
of redefining and re-imagining 

the great research library in a digital era. 

Accelerate our engagement 
with the core campus missions: discovery, 
learning, clinical care, and public service.
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Our new discovery interface
It will:

● Be a cutting edge search infrastructure
● Be more straightforward
● Be fully accessible
● Be responsive
● Allow for personalized search pages -- build your own 

bento box from anything we offer
● Include all the personalization features currently 

implemented
● Incorporate service experts as well as subject specialists 

in search results
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Our new discovery interface (cont)

It will also:

● Allow us to more easily pull stats from each datastore for 
library and learning analytics

● Enable us to better understand usage patterns of our 
resources 

● Give us a platform that enables us to get our resources 
out on campus 

● Free up instructional librarians to spend more time on 
information literacy and less on how to use the tool
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Iterative Updates
Search Beta feature status:

● Updated every two weeks
● Will communicate features that are:

○ Ready for testing and comment
○ Active development / Known bugs
○ Recently added features
○ Things we still need to do
○ Things after Staff Beta...
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Technology behind new Search

Tools
● Ruby

○ Rails
○ Blacklight *

● Front-end JavaScript
○ React
○ Pride **

APIs
● Summon
● Solr
● Custom APIs for Aleph 

holdings

*  https://github.com/cul/clio-spectrum

** https://github.com/mlibrary/pride

https://github.com/cul/clio-spectrum
https://github.com/mlibrary/pride
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Other potential datastores
● Deep Blue Data
● Audiovisuals
● Dissertations
● Archives
● Library locations
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Planned contextual features 

● Best Bets
● Did you mean… suggestions

○ Databases
○ Online Journals
○ Spelling

● Autocomplete
● Contextual suggestions



@vacekrae @UMichLibrary

Potential personalization features
If logged in locally:

● Customizable search panel
● View Favorites
● View additional datastores that display relevant materials 

based on course registrations
● Receive relevant current awareness services

If logged in elsewhere:

● Access widgets in Canvas that displays relevant library 
resources for each course
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Want more info?  

Contact us:
library-search-project@umich.edu

University of Michigan Library GitHub site:
https://github.com/mlibrary

LIbrary IT Division Blog:
https://www.lib.umich.edu/blogs/library-tech-talk
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