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Sir,

If onessearchethe terms'pathognomonic” AND “dogmain pubmed, three articles are
returned«One is a case report that highlights hypertromhicopathy in Noonan syndrome, and
suggests that “NF1 diagnostic criteria need rethinkifigeg second article etied, “The Myth
of the Fecalith’is a case report th&talls into question the venerable dogma surrounding the
fecalith! The thirdarticleis that of Shuman and Hutchins, recently published in the Journal of
Forensic Science$Severe Retinal Hemorrhages with Retinoschisis in InfantfsarjeNot
Pathognomonic for Abusive Head Trauma”, which repviscases that “challenge the dogma
that severe retinal hemorrhages with retinoschisis are pathognomonic fofaAti§ive head
trauma)”.

Words-have meaning. Nfist on thereaderis the presumption of blind faith attributed to
a vaguemedical mainstreanin the article by Shuman and Hutchins, this is viewed as harmful,

with thespecemof wrongful incarceratiopalpable throughout the narrativighat this is
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concluded on the basis of anecdote and citations of low evidence qualitthes more
remarkabg, given theeomplexty of pediatric head trauma.

Thedata presenteldy Shuman and Hutchinsave sibstantiauncertainty inboth of their
casesThe_“vascular malformatidris not independently interpretable as sércim the images
provided while theyappearo rely on CD31 and CD3#nmuncstains these are not diagnostic
of vascular. formations of any kind (they simply stain endothelidimg term “vascular
malformatiori‘does not specify which malformation was identified (arteriovenous malfammat
cavernous malformation, venous angioma, capillary telangiecegiarhis is not trivial, as
each has & different clinical conte&ny discussion of aassociatiorwith subdural hemorrhage,
retinal hemorrhageetinosclisis, or,for that matterrupture istherefore conjectural hefact
that “arteriovenous malformatidiithe only subtype of vascular malformation that may
catastrophically.bleedith any degree of plausibility) was not suggested, nor depict even
diagnosed by the neurosurgeon, leaves further dbatdome vasculdesion spontaneously
ruptured. Based on the information providiugh reader is lefvith insufficient data on which to
conclude asmanner of deataybe the authors should take a sethmok at this too.

The'seecond case i®adously a catastrophic accident. Noteworthy is that there was an
occipital'skull fracture whickhould have been described further. The presence of subarachnoid
blood in the"absence ofanialsubdural blood, along with the fracture, tend to sugggsact
injury andtranslational forcesThat this was an accident is not a surprideediffuse spinal
subdural hemorrhage, also not elaborated upon, suggests spinal trauma, espduadipsere
of coagulopathy, suggestimgturnthat the accident may have included injury mechanisms more
severe than.described in the narrat&iso, despite the title of the article, the gross pathology
does not permit thenterpretation of retinoschisgger sein either casealthough given the
severity oftraumatichemorrhagic retinopathy, traumatic retinoschisis would not be surprising.

The uncertainty of these cases notwithstandimgrinfortunate adversarial tomewhat
sets this articl@part Theselectivequote attributed t®r. Levin and the American Academy of
Ophthalmolegy (AAO)n the introductiorappears as an attempttémget Dr. Levin personally
and highlight what the reader should viagvan unsupportable claiMetno meaningfublata are
providedthatrefute the quoteAs one reads the paper and analyzes the citatttm®AO’s
position, andr. Levin’s quote are untouchedt should be obvious to anyone with minimal
statistical literacy thaivo case reports are not a basis for refuting the collective experience
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documented in the child abuse literature with regard to retinal hemorrhages drabaisi.
Dubious toas the assertion of increased intracranial pressure in the experimental study by Coats
et al, due to a-Bour interval between experimental trauma and euthanasia, despiéet that
such datalo not exist. This is, at its core, disingenuoukedves theeader with thémpression
of highly conjecturactriticism, or a presumption of data in order to suppqute-established
theory, one thatrivializesthe role of trauma in severe hemorrhagic retinopdthy striking that
thewealth"of'dataontrary to thisheoryandthe general premise of the artieleeleft out of the
discussion{%%4).
Threeunfortunatecommentsnightalsobe noted: iYHad this fall not occurred in a
public place, the findings would undoubtetiigve resulted [sic] in accusations of aliuse
(Really? How do you know?)) “The continued dogma that these findings are virtually
pathognomonic.of AHT is unsafe and can cause harm dagstodllegations of child abuse
(where, exactly is the data to suppbis?) and iii) “most if not all of the studies that support the
concept of.diagnostic specificity have serious flaws in their methodology.” (Cantgou c
referencs thatsspecificallysupport this with the rigor you claim is missing from the general child
abusditerature?) These comments amedeedunfortunate in that thegigainaccuse some
unnamed-purveyor of dognaspromotingfalse accusatian especially when they are not
accompanied by citations. A level of naivet@lso assumeah the part of those who might give
credence tany of those hundreds (perhaps thousands) of universally flawed studiepastthe
157 years..A more objective tone would have been welcome, and badly needed in this topic.
Medicalhscience is a dialectic between theory and observation. Astssgirudento
avoid offensive rhetorim articles purported to represent a fornsoientific researchevenif it
consists of case reports that offerquality evidence or evemew information. The latter, by the
way, is one of théems mentioned as flaws in some of the mainstream child abuse literature.
Unfortunately,.anecdotal case reports such as these give the impressionehatahesrosion of
the robust medicalciencethat has accumulated in the documentation of child abuse, and
manufacturescontroversy where none exists;it is, after all, only a case repdn the end, the
authors don'tinform the reader of anything, other than stains for endothelium are not diagnost

for anything other than, wekkndothelium, and a witnessed fall is a witnessed fall.
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