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• Evaluation
• Replication
• Novel analysis
• FAIR data principles

SOMAR Goals

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618


• Sociotechnical researchers studying social 
media

• SBE researchers using social media data
• Social science methodologists
• Digital archiving and curation researchers
• Researchers in the future

SOMAR Audiences



• Technical infrastructure
• Ethical and legal infrastructure
• Metadata enhancements
• Adoption

SOMAR Challenges



Townsend and Wallace 2016Fiesler and Proferes 2018

Ethical Considerations

http://www.dotrural.ac.uk/socialmediaresearchethics.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2056305118763366








• What about content that’s integral but not native to the 
social media post (e.g., links, images, videos)?

• What are the right metadata enhancements?
• How should SOMAR fit/model data management 

practices?
• How should we connect to existing collections and 

tools?
• How should we sustain the enterprise?

SOMAR Open Questions



• SFM test bed on ICPSR infrastructure
• Tweet Sets test bed on ICPSR infrastructure
• Reddit harvester for SFM
• Automate rehydration loop
• Kibana exploration
• Jupyter connector to ElasticSearch
• URL expansion and web archiving

SOMAR Next Steps



• ICPSR Data Management and Curation
• FAIR principles for scientific data management
• Documenting the Now
• Social Feed Manager
• Tweet Sets
• GESIS Twitter Dataset example
• GETAR

More Resources

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/datamanagement/index.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618
https://www.docnow.io/
https://gwu-libraries.github.io/sfm-ui/
https://tweetsets.library.gwu.edu/
https://dbk.gesis.org/DBKSearch/SDesc2.asp?ll=10&notabs=1&af=&nf=1&search=economic%20systems%20and%20development&search2=&db=E&no=6926

