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INTRODUCTION

Frankenmuth has long been recognized as one of the
prime tourist attractions in Michigan and the United States.
Its main restaurants, Zehnder’s and the Bavarian Inn, are
known throughout the country for their family-style chicken
dinners. In addition, one of the nation’s largest year-
around Christmas stores, Bronner’s, is located in
Frankenmuth. Add to that an attempt by Frankenmuth to
effect a Bavarian style of architecture in its business
district, and a desire to present come of ites German
heritage, one sees a town which seeks to cater to tourists.

There is, however, more to the story of Frankenmuth
than chicken dinners, wine stores and curio shops. That is
the surface Frankenmuth. EReneath the facade of touricem,
there is a facinating story of a settliement created by
Franconians from Ravaria, Germany. In addition, it was one
of five such German settlements in the Saginaw Valley of

Michigan in the late 1840s and early 18350=.

Then, toa, there is the story of Frankenmuth as a
successful community, as compared to some German settlements
of the era, towns which have never developed into }aragar,

commercial centers.

This thesis will study several aspects of Frankenmuth.
Among those aspects will be a comparison of Frankenmuth with
other Bavarian colonies in the Saginaw Valley, which, along

with Frankenmuth, were founded between 1845 and 183Z. Alsao,
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the reasons for Frankenmuth’s success as a tourist
attraction will be explored. Finally, sections on
residents’ and business people’s reactions to contemporary

Frankenmuth will be presented.

The history of Frankenmuth has been very well
documented by numerous other writers. The main thrust of my
thesis was an attempt to ascertain the attitude of residents
toward their history and their city. 1 expected that there
would be some dissension over the path Frankenmuth has
taken: from a small, yet busy town in an agricultural area,
to a bedroom community that also caters to the touwrist’s
fancy. I expected particularly that older residents would
resent the changes more than more recent arrivals. Finally,
I hoped to confirm a suspicion that Frankenmuth’s
development is the result of the influence of a very faw
peaple, and that these same people realize it is necessary
to condure up new ideas to keep attracting crowds to the

city.

Information about the Franconian colonies was obtained
from several sources. Among them were the Flint Fublic
Library, the Saginaw Fublic Library, Frankenmuth’s James E.
Wickson Memorial Library, and the Frankenmuth Historical
Muceum. The staffs of each of these depositories were very
helpful. I am particularly indebted to Mary Nuechterlein

of the Frankenmuth Historical Museum and Reverend .Joel
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Ehlert of St. John’s Lutheran Church for their advice on

people to interview in Frankenmuth.

I wish to thank those Frankenmuth residents who
coneented to an interview. I l1earned much about Frankenmuth

and the pride residents have for their community.

I am also indebted to Ir. Nora Faires, Associate
Frofessor of History, who served as my thesis advisor and
first reader. Her encouragement and shared enthusiasm for
the project was most appreciated. I must also thank Dr.
WillTiam Meyer, Director of Graduate Studies, and my second
reader. He offered well reasoned advice on techniques of

oral interviews.



CHAFTER 1
GERMAN IMMIGRATIOM TO THE UNITED STATES AND MICHIGAN -
AN OVERVIEW
Germans have been a part of the American scene since
the seventeenth century. They accompanied French Huguenots
to Florida, Captain .John Smith to Jamestown, and the Dutch
to New Amsterdam. By the time of the American Revolution,
almost a guarter of a million Germans were living in the

American colonies from Maine to Georgia.l

In the latter part of the eighteenth century and the
early yvesrs aof the nineteenth century, the pace of German
immigration was slow. The Amesrican and fhe French
Revolutions, restrictive decrees by various German states,
which lTimited emigration of certain skilled workers, and the

Mapoleonic wares were contributing factors to the slow pace.

Eventually the political situation stabilized, laws
were liberalized, and German immigration began to increase,
at times comprising sizable percentages of the total of
immigrants-34.7% and 34.8% during the decades 18%0-%9 and
1860-69, Pespectively.2 Between 1B%0 and 1930, the period
of greatest migration from Europe to the United States,
Germany sent six miliion people to the United States, more

than any other nation.3

From 1840 to 1852, the span of time during

which Frankenmuth and the other Bavarian colonies of the
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Saginaw Valley, Michigan were founded, the number of German
immigrants totaled 1,039,712. During the period from 1851
to 1860 there weres 2,598,214 alien artivals in the United
States, of whom 951,667 were from Germany.?® Ry 1972, a
census survey estimated that approximately 25.5 million
people, or about 12 percent of all Americans, identified

b

themselves as of German descent .-

There were many reasons in the mid-nineteenth cantury
to leave Germany. They included crop failure; the feeling
on the part of young men that they were liabilities to their
parents; the pressure of population increase as a result of
thirty years of peace; a mind-set that was reluctant to
adopt bett;r methods of farming to meet the demands for food
in the rural areasi the destruction of local industries by
the introduction of the factory system and the machinej; the
change in living conditions which threw wages out of balance
with costs of necessities; complaints against the growth of
pauperism; the bad administration of rulers; and

dissatisfaction with religious conditions.®

Walter kamphoefner’s recent book, The Westfalians,

points out the effects of "protoindustrialization” on
emigration from German states, particularly Westfalia.
"Protoindustry" refers "to the decentralized, rural,
labor—intensive production of goods for a distant market,

usually supplemented by marginal agriculture."7
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Kamphoefner uses as a base the decline of a once flourishing
protoindustrial linen industry in Westfalia. The decline of
this cottage industry in the first half of the nineteenth
century caused severe hardship among landless or 1and-poor
classes dependent upon weavinag. The Napoleonic Wars and the
Continental blockade cut off German access to Western
Hemisphere markets, especially Latin America. Linen
production was also becoming mechanized in both the spinning
and weaving processes. Also, cotton, which was more

adaptable to mechanized production, began to replace linen.8

As a result, targe numbers of Westfalian
"protoindustrial" workers were displaced. Many chose
migration to the United States. Chain migration overseas
thus began to intensify in the mid-1840s from Westfalia and
northern areas of Germany. Southern Germany, though it felt
some effects of the decline of rural industry, was not as

severely affected. According to Kamphoefner

«eothe rural lower class—--tenant {farmers and
agricul tural 1aborers——predominated the chain
migration. It was above all those who were
dependent on supplementary income from rural
industry who were pushed out. While this
migration was conservative in the sense that
regional ties and cultural institutions were
maintained, there was little to evoke nostalgia
for the rural social order back home. Economic
and political discontents were closely inter-
twined as motives for emigration.
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kamphoefner’s study also indicates that virtually whole
villages were transplanted, with the assistance of family

and friends who were already in America.

For most German emigrants, the United States was their
destination of choice. NMNMatwralization laws were simplified.
American industrial representatives began to meet ships at
the entry ports of the United States, or traveled abroad
seeking laborers for the expanding industrial sector. New
states vied with one another to advertise the availtabiltity
of their vast lands. Michigan had a Commissioner of
Immigration by 184%, and Wisconsin established a commission
of emigration in 1852. Eventually, the western railroads
would advertise heavily to lure settlers to their land

grants.

In addition to official publicity, Germans were
influenced by articles and letters by their countrymen.
Gottfried Duden, a German writer who came to America to
investigate the New World, lived on a Missouri farm for
three years and returned to Germany in 182% to write of hics
experiences. He wrote glowingly of his life on the middle
western farm. His articles told of the virgin soil,
bountiful harvests, and forests which enclosed nearly svery
farm. Duden’s widely circulated letters touted American
democracy. Here there were no overbearing princes and

clergymen, strutting soldiers and ruthless tax collectors.
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The writer failed, however, to mention Missouri’s harsh
winters, springfloods and crude frontier manners of the

state’s inhabitants.10

Duden’s accounts and the letters of other permanent
settlers helped to draw Germans to Missouri and southern
ITTinois. With the opening of the Erie Canal, Michigan,
Ohio, Indiana, Niscoﬁsin, and Minnesota also attracted

German settlers.

In 1835 various German aroups began organizing to unite
all of their natiomality to formulate plans for a separate
commonwealth and to preserve German cultural ideals. A
"German Convention" was held in Fittsburgh on October 18,
1837, at which delegates were urged to find ways to

maintain the German language, to sustain the

German press, to establish a central normal

school for the education of German teachers,

and to protest and counteract the efforts of

nativistic societies.l!

Also among the organizations established by German
immigrants were those related to their religious
preferences. The Lutheran Missouri Synod, for example, was
the result of the 1839 immiaration of more than 600 devout,
well-organized Saxons who were at odds with state
authorities over religious practices. In 1847, after

evolving a loose congregational organization and finding

existing American synods too 1iberal, they founded the
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Missouri Synod. To preserve their faith from outside
contamination, they bound it tightly to the German 1anguage,
proselytized only among German immigrants, and protected
their membere with a press, a publishing house, and a school
system that ultimately included elementary schools, two
large seminaries, two teacher colleges, and six preparatory

schools .12

As the Missouri Synod was solidifying its base, the
influe of German immigrants to the United States led
Fentucky Congressman Garrett Davis in 1849 to complain about

the
myriads who are perpetually pouring into the
northwestern states from the BGerman beehives -
making large and exclusive settlements for
themselves....In less than fifty years northern
INtinois, parts of Ohio, and Michigan, Wisconsin,
Iowa and Minnesota will be literally possessed
by them... a nation within a nation, a new
Germany....l wish they would turn to South
America...l2,

0f the states Davie mentioned, Michigan had indeed become a

target of German immigration by 1849.

Michigan was part of the original Northwest Territory.
It was part of the fur trade =ystem of the early 1800s.
Settlement of the territory was a slow process. Some
reports of the area indicated 1ittle land was fit for
cultivation; getting to Michigan was difficult, as the main

avenus for migraticn from the east was through Fennsylvania,
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down the Ohio River, then up toward the Maumee River and
Toledo. Around Toledo was a vast bog known as the Elack
Swamp. Travel through the swamp toward Michigan was a
discouraging chore. In addition, anyone who settled in
Michigan with a view to farm and ship produce east soon
found such a plan to be unprofitable—- —-freight coste

overland for hundreds of miles were prohibitive.14

The 1825 opening of the Erie Canal encouraged faster
settlement of Michigan. One could now take the canal to
Buf+alo, then a steamboat to Detroit. The population grew
rapidly, and Michigan became a state in 1837. By 1840, the
popul ation exceeded 212,00.15 The state’s northerly climate
was modified by prevailing westerly winds from the Great
Lakes, thereby producing moderate temperatuwres and
permitting a variety of plant and animal life. The forests
suppl ied moisture and swift streams provided good natural
drainage. Forous drift formations insuwred pure drinking

water.

Though many complained about a land that encouraged
insects (mosquitoes, black flies) and iliness, (malaria and
ague) , the abundance of natural resources continually drew
people. There were minerals, ample forests for building
materials, marl for fertilizer, and water power. One writer
found on comparing the climate of Michigan with that of

Germany that "these two climates as far as moisture,
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temperature, and sunlight" were concerned "matched very

closely."16

With Americans and other nationalities, Germans socon
began to settle in the southern part of the state. Many of
the Germans went to Detroit, A&nn Arbor, and the town of
Westphalia. In regard to these places, a Catholic
missionary, [Or. Elemens Hammer, wrote:

Real German life as it is found in many

American states, one can find in Michigan in

thireae places only, for in all other places our

people are too scattered to form congregations

which might support a German preacher: (1 in

Detroit there are two large German congregations

The second German Colony and the most prosperous

is that near Ann Arbor. the Germans there come

largely from Wurtemberg, and are under the

Frotestant preacher, the Rev. Mr. Schmid....

The third German colony is that on the Grand

River, in the neighborhood of Lyons, Ionia

County, under the Rev. M. kKopp, from Westphalia.

The community is called Westphatia.l
The Reverend Frisdrich Schmid had founded the Michigan Synod
of the Lutheran Chwrch in 1840. From his base in Ann Arbor,
he was instrumental in missionary work throughout Michigan.

New Lutheran churches or German Lutheran settlements in the

state were undar tne auspices of the Michigan Synod.18

Settlement of the state began to fan northward.
Saginaw County, organized in 1835, became a popular area for
settlement. As part of the Saginaw Valley, the county is

described in the History of Saginaw County (1881) as having

sonil that was "all that a farmer could desire."lq There was
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some marshland, but it could be easily drained. Several
rivers flowed through the area — the Saginaw, Flint, Cass,

and Titibawassee— —-all useful for transportation and water

power for mills,

Germans, 1ike other settlers, many of them from farms
and towns in New York and New England, came to Michigan and
the Saginaw Valley. By 1845, there were three Germans
reported to be tiving in the Saginaw Valley.Z29 The number
of Germans in the area would soon begin to increase
steadily. Some of this settliement would be directed by a

single individual—- —-the Reverend Johann kEonrad Wilhelm

Loehe.
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THE FOUNDING FATHER

In 1845, the Saginaw Valley became the site of an
interesting experiment conducted by a Lutheran minister in
Neuendettelsau, a Bavarian village in Middle Franconia. In
that year, the Reverend Johann Eonrad Wilhelm Loehe, a
Lutheran pastor, began the process of founding four unique

German settlements in the Saginaw Valley.

Rev. Loehe, a devout and dedicated Lutheran, was born
in 1808 in Fuerth, Bavaria, and studied theology in Eriangen
from 18246 to 1830. In 1837 he became pastor of the church
in Neuendettelsau, and served the parish until his death in

1872.

Shortly after assuming his pastorate, Loehe became
passionately interested in the welfare of Lutherans
throughout Germany and in the new s2ttiements in America.

In 12840, his interest in America increased with his reading
of a twelve-page tract which included an appeal for help
from Reverend Friedrich Conrad Dietrich Wyneken, a Lutheran
missionary who traveled through Ohio, Indiana, and Michiagan,
ministering to, and establishing churches for the German
Lutherans who had settled in those states. He would be

known as the "Father of Lutheran Missions of America.“!



Fage 14

Wyneken asked in letters called Notruf [Emergency Calll
for assistance in the United States. Religious conditions
for German Luthesran settlers in America were poor. Feople
were o widely scattered that it was difficult to bring them
together into larger groups for the puwpose of conducting a
spiritual ministry among them on a regular basis. Where
congregations had been founded, a traveling preacher could

visit only once every three to six weeks.?

kKathleen Neils Conzen, author of the entry on "Germans”

in Harvard Encyclopedia of American_Ethnic Groups, adds that

rationalism and anticlericalsim had made deep

inroads in the religiocus life of 1%2th-century

Germany. Many immigrants lapsed in practice

before arriving in the United States; once

arrived, others took advantage of religious

freedom to do the same.3

Upon considering Wyneken’s appeal, Loehe became
determined to do his part. Characteristically, Loehe threw
his energies into the project with lasting consequences.
Through his dreams, ptans and activities, Neuendettelsau was
converted inta & benevolent center which one writer dubbed
the "University of Mercy."% He began to prepare intelligent
young people in "a short and practical manner" to take
positions as either preachers or teachers in the United

=
States .-

The pastotrs were to safeguard the Lutheran faith among

the emigrants. The teachers were to preserve and promote
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the German language. Loehe had been distresszed to read that
many German immigrants soon abandoned the mother tongue in

favor of English.

Loehe thus began to work on a way to provide the
pastors and teachers Germans in America needed. He devised
a plan to create a colony in Michigan. It would have a
three-fold purpose. It would serve as a basis for
ministering to German Lutherans in the area; it would serve
as a mission for Indians; and it would provide a place where
Berman could be spoken without threat of the infiluence of
English. Michigan would well serve as the site, Loeshe
believed, because it was still more isolated than other
areas, particularly Ohio, which was tpo settled, and where
Germans were losing the native language. He wrote,

Ferhaps we are mistaken, but it seemed to us as

if the somewhat isolated, sea-surrounded

location of Michigan was especially favorable

for the setting-up and maintaining of a

German bLutheran Church; and the lakes and

isolated location would help to keep away

the English element.®

Fastor Schmid of Ann Arbor and a missionary, J. J.
Auch, determined that a site fourteen miles from Saginaw on
the Cass River would be suitable. The future colony would
be located on former Chippewa Indian reservation land.

Loehe accepted this location and arrived at a name for the

colony, Frankenmuth—"Courage of the Franks".
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In Neuendettelsau, Loehe began assembling a group of
individuals who would be the colonists. Among them was
Reverend Friedrich August Craemer, a thirty-three year old
scholar turned Lutheran minister from Kleinlangheim,
Bavaria. He would be the spiritual leader of the colonists.
Craemer knew Latin, Greek, French, English and Norwegian.
His ability to learn languages easily was a decisive factor
in Loehe’'s selection of him as the pastoral leader of the
group. He could learn the Indian languages. The others
were largely from the small town of Rosstal. They were:
Lorenz Loesel, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Haspel and their twao year
old daughter, Johann Weber, Johann List, Jobhann Fickelman,
Johann Bernthal, Johann BRierl=in, and four unmarried,
unidentified young women who were to become the wives of
fowr of the men. They would be married by Crasmer once they
had sailed for the United States. Marriage prior to sailing
was prohibited by restrictive marriage laws, which required
certain assets before the authorities would issue a marriage
license.’ Four other men were ministerial candidates and

would be given charges upon arrival in Michigan.

Before they were allowed to leave, Loehe met with the
settlers several times during the winter of 1844-4%5 to
discuss matters relating to the founding of the colony.
They were also drilled in Lutheran theology and doctrine,

and wrote an eighty—-eight paragraph church constitution.
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The constitution would serve as a guide for the settlers’

actions in America, guarantee their adherence to Lutheran

doctrine, and provide them with a reminder of the purpose of

the mnew colony.
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CHAFTER 3
ARRIVAL IN MICHIGAN;
FOUNDIING OF THE FRANEENM COLONIES
On April 20, 1845, Craemer and his group sailed from
Eremerhaven. After a voyage of fifty-one days, they arrived
in Mew York. After disembarking, Craemer married a woman
who had sailed with another group of German immigrants on

the same ship as the Frankenmuthers.

Traveling from New York via boat on the Hudson River,
train, and by steamer on the Great Lakes, the colonists
arrived in Detroit June 27. Fastor Schmid of Ann Arbor, who
had Jocated a possiblie site for the colony in the Saginaw
Valley, met them and introduced them to Fastor Winkler,
leader of one of ths German congregations in Detrpit. To
Winkler the group entrusted approximately #3,000 they had
brought. The money was an accumulation of funds the

coltonists had received from various groups in Germany.

The settliers sailed to Lower Saginaw (Bay City), and
then traveled by a small boat to Saginaw City. The
Frankenmuthers arrived July 10, 184%, at Saginaw City. Here
they rented a house in which all of them would stay,
inctuding the missionary from the Ann Arbor church, Auch.
Aduch had earltier helped to identify the probable site of the

colony, and had come to escort the settlers to the area.
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After a journey of three months and several thousand miles,

the colonists were within reach of their new home.

The colonists were anxious to know exactly how the
recommended tracts of land looked. A group of them soon
traveled to the site. The land seem propitious; the area
that had been chosen was hilly, reminding them of their
native Franconia. Moreover, the Cass River flowing through
the area would accommodate mills and provide transportation.
Consegquently, they arranged to purchase 680 acres. As the
land was in the Indian Reserve, it cost #2.50 per acre.
Seventy acres of the tract were to be set aside as mission

property.l

Within days the settlers gathered on the land to
construct a first log building, which served all as shelter
until other cabins could be built. A second log structure
was then built to serve as the mission parsonage and church.
This building also became a school for Indian children.

Near Christmas time, 1844, the first services for St. Lorenz

Lutheran Chur~chk were held in the second building.

Almost from the outset of the colony, tensions
apparently émerged between Craemer and the settlers. The
pastor’'s flock did not necessarily approve of his marriage,

as hic new wife had had a child born out of wedlock. For
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his part, Craemer did not seem to believe that the colonists

were sufficiently pious.

Another dizagreement centered around the design of the
the settliement. Reverend Loehe had proposed that
Frankenmuth be laid out according to Bavarian custom, with
the settlers living in a village and farm land surrounding
the town. This was to be a way to maintain the German
culture and lifestyle in America. Craemer supported the
concept, but the colonists voted to have their own farms, in
the American stvle. The American style consisted of
tarmhouses located on the owner’s land, separate from a

village.

After serious thought and discussion, differences were
reszsolved. Craesmer allowed Lhe American plan of ssttlement
to be implemented. With harmony restored, the colonists

began to work together successfully.

One of the original charges of Frankenmuth was to
minister to the Indians in the area. The mission boundaries
included a mission at Sebewaing, in tﬁe Michigan thumz, on
Saginaw Bay. Craemer found he did not ltike the men running
the mission——in his mind, they did not adhere properly to
Lutheran doctrine. One of the missionaries, for example,
refused to use Lutheran symbhols. Rather than trusting the

missionaries to instruct Indians at outposts, Craemer
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decided to concentrate on recruiting Indian children to come

to Frankenmuth, where they would attend school. By June,
1846, he had four boys and seven girls in the schoel. They
had instruction in religion and other subjects. the

1anguage medium would be English, though the children would
learn some German. When Loehe heard of this, he was upset.
In his mind,

"The most natural relation would be if we taught

the Indians German and we learn their 1anguage.

As it is, we are increasing the English, although

we want to hold fast to the German.<

The problem for Craemer regarding German was that
English was the 1anguage of the area, and many of ths
Indians already knew somz of it. For thoss who spoke only
Chippewa, English was the language into which it was most
commonly transliated. Crasmer needed an interpreter for the

Indians at times; and a German one was difficult to find.

Thus, English seemed to him to be the best 1anguage to use.

The 1anguage question and the implementation of the
American style of settlement caused some friction bestween
Loehe and Craemer. Loehe was intensely interested in
maintaining the Garman heritage and preserving the Lutheran
influence in America. He did not care to see his first
colony deviate from what he felt was the proper path.
Craemer felt that Loehe was not being realistic. If

conditions in America caused a revision of the original
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process, yet the original goal was met, that should be

enough .

Craemer was also upset with the Michigan Synod. He
viewed its support of the weak Sebawaing missionaries as
intolerable. The strain would expand over other issues, and
in 1847, led to a break with the Synod. @At that time,
Frankenmuth Jjoined as a charter member, the Synod of
Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Socon thereafter,the

Michigan Synod soon ceased to function.d

The original colonists were Jjoined in 1846 by another
group of about 100. They, too, came through the sponsorship
ot Loehe. Most of this group came from the Altmuehl region
of Middle Franconia (Mittelfranken). The new arrivals were
areeted with joy. Howsver, many of the group were not as
dedicated to the religious cause as the first settlers.
Craemer complained that it was difficult to get them to go
to daily service. Loehe felt that they seemed more
interested in the material and ecoomic advantages America
mig~ afford them. This caused some problems for a time,
but they were resolved as the newcomers adjusted to their

new surroundings, and their piety improved.4

Frankenmuth‘s charge as an Indian mission was
short-lived. The Chippewa soon moved from the area, and in

1249, the mission ended its activities.® Thus, after 1849,
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Frankenmuth began to develop into a town no different in
layout, architecture or purpose than other American
settlements. Its distinguishing characteristics became the
use of the Franconian dialect and German, and its continued

strict adherence to Lutheran doctrine.

By 18322, Frankenmuth had 345 "souls" in the
cangregation. A frame chuwrch was under construction.
Farmhouses dotted the area, and the settlement had a sawmill
and a gristmill. A dirt road led to the Saginaw Trail at
Eridgeport. The Saginaw Trail was a main north-south road
which connected Detroit, Fontiac, Flint, and Saginaw. The

settlement also now had postal service to Saginaw .6

FRANEENTROST

Shortly after the second group left for Frankenmuth in

1844, Reverend Loehe began to think in terms of another

colony. He named it Frankentrost- —~-"Consolation of the

Franks." Its location was to be a site selects' by Crasmer
some six miles from Frankenmuth. Three thousand acres were
available for purchase at a cost of #1,300. The cost was to

be covered by an advance sale of lots. Loehe envisioned the
new settiement as a complement to Frankenmuth. The name and

location were chosen, because, Loehe pointed out,



Fage 26

the first emigrants having had the COURAGE to

settle on strange, Indian soil, the successors

of these shall take CONSOLATION from these their

brethren and rest assured that the same divine

favor and guidance are to be their lot likewise.?

In the winter of 184&6-1847, about eighty individuals
rere assembled for the new undertaking. The group was led
by Fastor Johann Heinrich FPhilip Graebner, a twenty-eight
year old pupil of Loehe. 6As with the Frankenmuthers, the
new colonists were from Franconia. They subscribed to a
similiar church constitution as the Frankenmuth group.
They also departed from Bremerhaven, Germany. For unknown

reasons the colonists left in two separate groups; the first

group arriving in Frankenmuth June 24, 1847.

The site chosen by Craemer had been sold before money
from the Frankentrost settlers had arrived. Consequently,
he selected a second site located seven miles northwest of
Frankenmuth was found. This parcel consisted of two
thousand acres, which was puchased for seventv-ceven cents

an acre.

The +irst structure at the new site of Frankentrost was
a 14124 foot shelter for workers. 0Once enough ground had
been cleared, blockhouses were erected on lots placed north
and south of an east-west road. Albert Huegli indicates
that Loehe had wanted the Frankentrosters to use the
Bavarian plan of settlement, but, as in Frankenmuth, the

American plan was preferred. In this case, a surveyor had
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pointed out that the American plan would be less expensive
3

and time consuming.B8

However, Howard Johnson disputes this scenerio. He
claims that the Bavarian village plan was used to a greater
extant than others thought. Like Huegli, he describes the
cabins as being on either side of an east-west road. The
church and parsonage were to be in the center of the village
on ninety-six acres set aside for the pastor, and purchased
with a contribution +from each colonist equivalent to the
price of every twentieth acre of land. Individual farms
wera to extend in narrow strips away from the village road.
Johnscn sayvs this pattern was constant as the village

increased in size.?

The discrepancy is important because if Huegli is
correct, the use of the American plan by the Frankentrosters
waz another blow to Loehe’s attempt to preserve the
settlers’ Berman heritage. What may have actually happened
ic a modification of the Bavarian plan to adapt to American
survesing methods. The church, in any case, was the center

of the community.

In September, 1847, Craemer installed Graebner as
pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church. By the end of October,
twenty—four families were settled on property they had

purchased. Thus, the second phase of Loehe’s plan was
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complete. Two Lutheran, Franconian settlements had been

pltanted in Michigan soil.

Frankentrost grew slowly. In 1848 thirty families
(eighty-one individuals) were reported to be in
Frankentrost. By 1852, there were 1%8. This was a fair
increase. Rut another contemporary observer indicated in
1866 that there were no more than farty families in the
community. He attributed the small population to too much
swampy land on the tract, and he added that he did not
believe Frankentrost was destined to grow much.10 T_ 3,
Follen recalled that Frankentrost was basically an opening
in the forest and the settlers lived there for ten years
without a road to the outside world; there was a path
through the woods to Frankenmuth.ll! The 1881 History of

Saginaw County, Michigan also points out that Frankentrost

lacked a river, and that the land was rich and flat, but

swampy.l<

FRANEENLUST

In 1848, the Bavarian Society for Inner Missions
decided to form a third colony, Frankenlust (Joy of the
Franks). The name was chosen because the new colony would
help celebrate the success of the first two. The Eavarian
Missionary Society, though not directly connected with

Loehe, consulted with him at length about plans for the



Fage 29

settlement. The method to be employed for the puwthase of
land would be different than what was done in the first two
colonies. Previously, funds had been raised through
donations or the pre-sale of leots. Though the method
worked, monies sometimes had arrived too late to purchase
the desired properties (as in Frankentrost). The new scheme
was to create a circulating colonization fund “only for
Lutherans," which would be used to buy the land for
Frankenlust. The land would be resold to settlers in
parcels, and the money received from that would be used in

other places for the same purpose.13

Loehe had hopes that the circulating fund and Lutheran
only restrictions would keep German culture and 1anguage
intact in the Saginaw Valley. The relatively isolated
Saginaw Valley was the sole hope for such preservation, as
l.oehe was convinced that elsewhere in North America the

German element was doomed by the advance of English.l4

Reverend Georg Ernst Christian Ferdinand Sievers was to
be the pastor of the new settliement, and also the custodian
of the circulating fund. Arriving in Michigan several
months before the colonists, he purchased land in today’s
Bay County, three miles from Bay City. Unlike Frankentrost,
the land included two bramches of a river, the Squaconning.

The site was thought to be a better tract than Frankentrost.
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The first sixteen settliers arrived on June 22, 1848.
The same day, they established St. Faul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church. EBecause of a bout with typhoid fever,
Siever was not installed officially as pastor until October

31, 1848.

A settlement plan was agreed upon which placed the
church and parsonage on & peninsula formed by the two
branches of the river. The remainder of the peninsula was
for house and garden plots, two to three acres in size.
Other houses and gardens would border either side of a state

road that ran throuah the ssttlement’s property.

As they settled on their land, the settlers began to
experience problems. They soon suffered from a variety of
ilinesses, cholera among them. Sievers claimed it was the
law plain on which the colony was situated. The European
practice of working from early morning to 1ate evening was
considered unhealthy in Frankenlust. Linen shirts gave way
“2 cotton because workmen perspired so much that the tinen

was annoyingly cold against the bodylZ,

As changes occured in dress, there were also changes in
work . Frankenlust became only partially an agricul tural
community. Its inhabitante consisted of blacksmiths,
cobblers, tailors, and other craftsmen. Becauss of their

skills, within a few years of the colony’s founding, these
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settlers’ services were in demand in the neighboring towns
of Saginaw and Lower Saginaw (Bay City). Filling skilled
Jjabs meant, however, fewer farmers. The colony eventually

had to rely on outside sources for its food supply.

Reports indicate the colony grew steadily to 1853,
after which time movement into the colony declined to a
slower pace.lé By 1858, author Truman Fox reported in his

History of Saginaw County that the settlement was composed

of 64 families. A church building existed by that time.

Fox applauds the Frankenlust settlement when he says that
Everything here exhibits sians of thrift and
industry, and it is a matter of great congrat-
ulation to see the accession of our population
composed of so industrious a class. ®Many, and,
indeed, a great majority of these Germans belong

to families of high repectability and
refinement .17

AMELITH

1848 was a year of upheaval in Europe. Revolutions
broke out in several countries. The German states were
especially affected, as economic and political distress led
to disorder throughout the area. The decline of
protoindustry was causing massive unemployment, particul ary
in north German states such as Westfalia [see Chapter Onel.
A crisis in agriculture at this time was causing unrest.

Many Germans looked at emigration as a way of avoiding the
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problems they saw arising in the German economic and

political arenas. Ferdinand Koch was among them.

Koch, of Karlshuetten, Franconia, was the father-in—law
of Reverend Sievers. He visited Frankenlust in 18%0. An
expert in mining operations, Eoch had run a glass factory.
He was impressed with the infant settlement and decided
there was need for another similiar settlement in the area.
FKoch then arranged for the purchase of land, approximately
one and a half miles west of Frankenlust. A portion of the
purchase was to be used for church purpases. He named the

new colony Amelith, after his wife’‘s birthplace.

Amel ith was to be a place for kKoch’s German factory
employees to come if the consegquences of the revolution of
1848 would ultimately cause the closure of his pltants. Such
did not bm=come the case, so his employees did not emigrate.
Instead, friends and acquaintances of settiers in
Frankenlust and the other colonies in the Saginaw Valley

popul ated Amelith.

In 1851, workers from Frankenlust built a log
church/shel ter for the expected settlers. Two families
arrived in the fall of 1851. The folliowing spring others
arrived. It may be that kKoch established ‘"blockhouses" or
"harracks" at Amelith to house the many German immigrants,

who were like “"serfs," employed on area farms .18
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In its first decade, Amelith’s growth was slow. Thus,
St. John’s Evanaelical Lutheran Church had nco pastor of its
own and Sievers assumed the duties of pastor for the
settlement. But in 1867, the community had grown 1arage
enough ("350 souls and 60 voting members") to support its

own pastor.l?

FRANEENHILF

At the same time that koch was creating Amelith,
Loehe’s group was completing plans for a fourth settlement,
Frankenhilf (Help of the Franks). Loehe was concerned that
laws which required proof of ownership of a specific amount
of property before marriage were causing couples to turn to
immoral practices. The result of these practices was an
alarming number of children born ocut of wedlock. Also,
Loehe felt these children were destined for a life of
poverty and contempt.2? Emigraticn, then, might save those

who had fallen.

The new colony was to offer land and : cazin to
qual ified persons, as well as employment and wages on a
regul ar basis. Industries, such as a matchbox factory, were
to help with employment. To qualify for the colony, one had
to be penitent of former behavior, declare allegiance to the
church constitution of Frankenmuth, and have enough money

for the trip to Michigan and sufficient resources to meet
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initial living expenses at the new site. The colony, then,
was not designed for the poor. A prospective settler had to

have som2 means in order to meet the requirements.

Sievers and Craemer sought out a site on state ltand.
They decided upon 1,592 acres ot land on the Chsboyganing
River eight miles northeast of Frankenmuth and six miles

east of Frankentrost, ftor #1.25 an acre.
Loehe commented upon the purchase:

So there is land available for a fourth colony!
In the hearts of such as are interested in the
cause a thought comes to the surface again,
namely, of a colony of poor people who in the
fatherland have no prospects to marry. True,
those who have undertaken our plan cannot open
an asylum to such as are without any means
whatever; our poor would have to possess so
much at Teast as is needed to pay their fare

to America. But it is possible to let them
have a piece of land and a cabin, and on days on
which their own land would not need their work,
these people could be given employment and

so that they gradually could pay off their

land and cabin. QOver there on the

Cheboyganing River there soon may blossom

a flower of heavenly mercy . =1

Unfortunately, the "blossom" did not come into full
bloom. The first group of settlers who arrived in Michigan
broke up. A portion settled in Monroe and Detroit. Others
abandoned the party in lower Saginaw and joined other
settlements. Only two families and the pastor, Candidate of
Theology Herman Euehn, came to the site of Frankgnhilf,

arriving in Jure, 1850.
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The families had much trouble fighting poverty in their
new home. FKuehn, realizing that only two families could not
support him, soon left. He stayed in Frankenmuth until the
spring of 1851, then the following year moved to Fort Wayne,

Indiana.

Fastor C. Cloeter of Saginaw was sent to the colony to
look for a possible locationm for factories. He wrotes to
Loehe: "How can these people in Frankenhilf live? Maybe
from tree bark, there is nothing more than wild forests,
swamps and water holes.<2 C(Cloeter had been Loehe’s original
candidate for the pastorate at Frankenhilf. But after
viewing the settlement, he decided that he did not like such
a crude life. He went to Saginaw in late 1849 and soon
accepted & post in the city. He concluded l1ife in Saginaw

was greatly preferred to the primeval forest .23

By 1853, twenty families were living in Frankenhilf. A
1log church, St. Michael ‘s Evangelical Lutheran Church, was
completed the same year. Four more families were there by
1824. A crude road coqneﬁted the colony with Frankenmuth,
and another one would soon lead to a growing American

community, VYassar.

Farming activity was at first limited by the lack of
families. Fields were not completely cleared of stumps.

The colonists were dependent upon pigs and cows, which were
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threatened by wolves. Diets consisted "chiefly of corn
bread, milk, edible mushrooms and sometimes venison. They

drank a beverage brewed from acorns and beech-nuts.*24

From such meager beginnings, life in Frankenhilf slowly
improved. Eventually the community became a railroad stop
and straddlied a highway built from Fontiac to Bay City. A
road from Saginaw to Frankentrost was extended throuah
Frankenhilf to Sandusky. The colony thus found itsel+f
favorably situated. In addition, farmers realized the tand

was very fertile.

At some point in the nineteenth centuwy, the community
changed its name to Richville. There are several versions

as to why the change occured. Walter Romig, in Michigan

Flace Mames says that conductaors on the railroad found the
name Frankenhilf hard to pronounce. They knew, however,
that the land surrounding the settiement contained rich
s0il . They thus began callina the stop "Richville." The
nam= became so common that the Frankenhilf name was dropped
in 1862.93 Howard Johnson disputes the date of the change.
He contends the name was changed sometime betwe=sn 1890 and
1895. He also believes the name change was a result of too
much confusiaon for postal clerks who had to deal with mail
mistakenly sent to Frankenhilf which wae suppocsed to go to

one of the other “"Frankens."26
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Frankenhilf was the last of the colonies founded by
Loehe. Disagreement over control of the church in the
community caused a rift. There was a question as to whether
the church should remain under European control or come
under congregational control. The conflict widened to
include other matters and soon spread to the other colonies.
In 1853-54 the colonies and Loehe discontinued their
relationship. Loehe decided to turn his attention to

. N . . 3
similar projecte in Iowa.=7/

The Franconian colonies were now on their own. Whether

they would be successful remained to be seen.
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SUCCESS AND STAGMATION

0f the five colonies discussed in the previous chapter,
only two, Frankenmuth and Frankenhilf (Richville) enjoyed
lasting commercial development. One reason was lecation.
By the latter part of the nineteenth century, the Saginaw
Valley was experiencing the effects of the lumbering boom.
Saginaw and Bay City both became centers of rapid growth due
to the Tumber industry. This growth affected those German
colonies nearest the cities- —-Frankenlust and Amelith.

Frankenlust settlers ftound that large scale agriculture
was impractical on the land on which the colony lay. Thus,
many began to seek employment outside the colony. Work was
readily found in Bay City. 1In fact, Bay City had grown by
the 1920s to the point that Frankenlust had lost its

identity as a separate settlement.

Froximity to larger Saginaw and Bay City also resulted
in few business ventures in Frankenlust. A blacksmith shop,
a creamery, a post office, and a saloon were the mainstays.
Several general stores were opened at various times, but all
eventually closed. Also, a coal mine operated for a time,

as did a brickworks.l

Still, the church at Frankenlust continued to expand as
it added members. Ey 1920 there were 603 on its rolls.

Johnson found that the church "provided the means for
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reasserting one’s cultural identity and was the strongest

unifying element in the colony."Z

In 1988, all that remains of the settlement of
Frankenlust is a group of houses and church buildings on
Michigan Highway 84 at an exit of I-75. RBRusinesses at this
intersection arg typical of other I-75 exits: gas stations,
fast food outlets, and a few restaurants. Additionally,
subdivisions have been built in the area, making Frankenlust
in effect a suburb of Bay City. 0Other than a historical
marker in the community cemetery which describes the
significance of the area, one would not know this was once a

German colony.

Amel ith shared much the same fate as Frankenlust. Its
proximity to both Saginaw and Bay City on Michigan 84
resulted in little lasting commercial growth. Koch’s plan
to import German workers to the colony never materialized. A
post office operated in Amelith from 1894 to 1900.3 IR
1920, St. John‘s Evangelical Lutheran Church reported &00
souls and 400 communicants.? Today ore finds basically a
convience store, a marine business and a mobile home sales,
a few residences and St. John’s Church. Unlike Frankenlust,
the community has remained rural. Romig aptly uses the term

"hamlet" to describe Amelith in its present form.
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Frankentrost, too, did not develop. As previously
mentioned, this colony grew quite slowly due in part to its
location. During the 1860‘s the only road from Frankentrost
led to Frankenmuth. Farmers in Frankentrost had to compete
with already successful farmers in the olﬁer community. A
plank road from Saginaw reached the colony in 1870, There
was hope that markets would thus expand. But the presence

[—4
]

of swamp land limited agricultural expansion.-

Some commercial growth occured after 1870. A post
office, called "Trostville" operated from 1868 to 1881.6
Howard Johnson reported that the colony had a blacksmith,
cheese factory, tavern, dancehall and a hardware and cider
mill. The hardware store and cider mill began operations in

1914, and were the last commercial ventures until 1970.7

A traveler on Michigan Highway 46 would scarcely notice
Frankentrost today. The only indications of a community are
a road sign announcing the community, some residences, a bar
(The Stone Fony), a powred cement patio and figurine store
which appears closed, and the building complex of Immanuel

Evangelical Lutheran Church.

In Frankenlust, Amelith, and Frankentrost, the churches
appear to be the single unifying force. They each continue

to hold services and maintain schools. If the churches were
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to close, whatever cohesiveness the communities still have

would probably be destroved.

Frankenhilf/Richville experienced a different pattern
than Frankenlust, Amelith, and Frankentrost. Growth was
very slaw (35 persons on the church rolls in 1874), but the
settlement had several advantages over the others, that
eventually spurred its development: it was not near a
larger city, and its farmland was good. By the mid-1870<,
second and third generations of Frankenmuthers and
Frankentrosters began to settle in the area.B Moreover, it
had road connections to several other towns, and a railroad

eventually came through the community.

Hence, after 1874, the population began to grow. By
1892, St. Michael ‘s reported a membership of 908.9 Howard
Johnson indicates that between 1856 and 1920 at least
twenty—-two businesses were in operation. Aside from the
usual blacksmith, there was also an uwndertaker,
photographer, a bank, three hotels, a millinery shop, and a

firehouse .10 .

Today, Richville is a small community. It does not
appear to have grown much after the 1920s. The "downtown"
iz just off the intersection of Michigan Highways 46 and 13.
At the junction of the two roads stand two restaurants

which, according to their signs, are famous for their food.
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St. Michael’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is in a

contemporary structure. @A grain elevator stands beside the

railroad tracks.

The first colony, Frankenmuth, has enjoyed the greatest
commarcial success of any of the settlements. Its location,
like that of Frankenhilf, has been of great help. Roads
leading to Saginaw and Flint either came through the town or
were nearby. The Cass River provided the opportunity for
saw and flow mills, and eventually breweries. In addition,

the land =suwrrounding the site proved to be fertile.

By 1875, twenty years after the founding of
Frankenmuth, there were twenty—-five businesses operated
there. They included the afore-mentioned mills, a brewery,
four general stores, a furniture store, three hotels, a
conbination woolen and cider mill, two cheese manufacturers,
several slaughter houses, and the workshops ofvarious

craftworkers.11

A state census of 1894 reported 1,982 inhabitants in
Frankenmuth township (created in 1854), wich approximately
530 of that figure living in the town of Frankenmuth. St.
Lorenz Evangelical Lutheran Church beasted 40% members, and
owned a church building, a confirmation house, seven school
buildings and "just as many homes for teachers and

approximately seventy acres of tand."12 carl Hansen,
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curator of the Frankenmuth Historical Museum says that
Frankenmuth grew at the rate of

100 people per decade between 1850 and 1930

(village population in 1930 was 996); 233

per decade between 1930 and 1260 (1,705

poputation). However, from 1960 to present

19721, the growth has been 2?50 per decade,

resulting in a 1979 population of approximately

3,650.13
It is clear that Frankenmuth had become the most viable of
the Franconian settlements. Ferhaps it was due to it being
the first. More likely, in the nineteenth century,
Frankenmuth became successful because of its lTocation. Its
proximity to the more usable Cass River gave the town an
advantage over the others. Also, the farmers in the area
had become quite successful, and Frankenmuth was the center
for the sale of some of their products as well as the place
where they purchased necessities. As an agricul tural
center, then, Frankenmuth was doing wsll. The approaching
twentieth century, however, would see a diversification of
the economy. Frankenmuth would begin to move toward a

different economic base. It would be a decisive era for

this German settlement.



CHAFTER =
TRANSFORMATION =
FROM "HICE TOWN" TO "CHICE TOWN"

This chapter will show how Frankenmuth experienced
several changes: From a successful nineteenth-century
agricultural center to a late nineteenth-, early twentieth-
century hostelry center for businessmen in the Saginaw and
Flint area; then to a twentieth-century mecca for lovers of

chicken dinners.

As the previous chapter indicated, Frankenmuth had
developed into a sizable town by the turn of century.
Although it was very much German in its ethnic make-up,
there was no indication architecturally that this place was
any different from other American towns of the same era and
size. A casual traveler through the town would not note
anything distinctive, except for a large preponderance of
Germanic names of the business owners on many of the stores.
The business district looked like any other small midwestern
town center, and the same could be said of the residences.
William Zehnder, Jr. remarked that the town looked just
like any western town, but that in the back roaoms of the
hotels "nobody could speak English."l

Hence, though the town wasz American in looks, it still
had a Germanic flavor in the use of language. Many of the
residents still spoke German to each other and in the

businesses of the town. Each of the life-long residents I
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interviewed (age range: &7 to 77) recalled German spoken
much of the time in Frankenmuth when they were children in
the 1920s and 1930s. They also mentioned that they spoke
German at home, that religious instruction was in German,
and that they learned English as children. Cleariy, then,
consciously or not, there was an effort to maintain the

German heritage of the town’s founders.

This effort has long roots in the settiement. Earlier
in the century, this desire by Frankesnmuthers to maintain
the community’s Germanic integrity extended even to the
rejection of an offer to run a railrwed line through town.
Accorrding to Herman Zehnder, the reasoning was that the
railroad might have brought with it “"riff-raff and
undesirable people."? [nstead, it was built through a
settlement four miles to the north, Gera. The four miles
thus was to serve as a buffer. 0ddly, though, a feeder
track was laid by the Saginaw-letroit Railway Company +rom
Frankenmuth to the Bay City-Detroit electric interurban on
Dixie Highway. It was therefore easy for anyone to arrive

in Frankenmuth by rail .3

Regardless of the effort to maintain its ethnicity,
Frankenmuthers found that English was an essential business
tool. It had to be used not only by the storekeepers who
ordered wares from Detroit, Flint, Saginaw, Eay City, or

other American cities, it was also becoming necessary for
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the hotel industry of the town, an industry of increasing
importance to Frankenmuth’s economy. By 1900, Frankenmuth
could boast of five hotels: Union House, Exchange Hotel,
Commercial House, Stahl’s Eagle Hotel, and the Henry Goet:z
Hotel. These were not hotels in the modern sense--they were
essentially boarding houses which provided food and lodging
for travelers and their animals.? BEecause Frankenmuth was
located approximately three hours distance from both Saginaw
and Flint, it was a convenient stop for traveling salesmen
who had business in the region. The town was viewed as.a
gquiet place from which to branch out into the area, and the
Frankenmuth establishments were known to treat their

customers well.

In 1884, Theodore Fischer purchased the Exchange Hotel
and ran it for four years. He found business so good that
he sold the building and built a new hotel, the Union House,
across the street. The Union House was better known as

"Fischer’s Hotel" by the local residents .~

Al though the lodging industry was strong at the turn of
the century, a pronounced decline in the hotel trade began
in the 19205 and continued for about thirty years. This was
due to the building of roads which by-passed Frankenmuth.
The hostelry function thus all but died out. The Exchange
Hotel , which had had several owners since Theodore Fischer,

closed about 1923. The William Zehnder, Sr. family bought
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the boarded up building in 1928. Although they knew little
about the restaurant business, the elder Zehnder thought
money could be made. The name of the establishment was

changed to Zehnder’‘s (also seen as Zehnders).

To make their hotel and restaurant businesses viable,
both Fischer'’'s and Zehnder’s used family members as part of
the work force. Wiliiam "Tiny" Zehnder, Jr. recalls having
to come home from school as a child to "wash dishes, cook
chickens, kill chickens, gut chickens."® Saturdays and

Sundays were also days for family members to work.

Fischer’s was the first of the two establishments to
become popular for what was to become a staple of
Frankenmuth fare—--chicken dinners. Rudy List, a life-long
resident who worked at Fischer’s as a youth, and then 1ater
for William Zehnder, Jr. explained that one of the Fischer
boys, Herman, worked in the 1220s as a mechanic for an
automobile dealer in Saginaw. He fixed the cars of many
well—-to—-do Saginaw residents. He would either drive people
*o Frankenmuth or suggest a trip to the town for his
family’s excellent family-style chicken dinners. Driginally,

& chicken dinner at Fischer’s cost seventy—-five cents.’

Herman Fischer eventually took over the operation and,

with his wife Lydia, ran the business until 1941. They then
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passed it on to their son Elmer and his wife Marcella, who

ran the establishment until 1950,

The Zehnder family also specialized in chicken dinners.
Business went gquite well, and the building was enlarged in
the 19240s. Fischer, in competition, also began to enlarge
his building. Rudy List recalls that the Fischer addition
was opened bit by bit, as construction progressed. Tables
set up in partly finished surroundings must not have

bothered customers too much. Fhotographs in Frankenmuths

Michigan’s Little Ravaria, a tourist guide published in
1988, includes a 1940z photograph of patrons lined up
outside Fischer’s waiting for their turn to have a

"Frankenmuth all you can eat" chicken dinner .8

Through the 1940s and 19505, although the restaurants
were attracting tourists, especially on the weekends, there
was nothing else in Frankenmuth to keep visitors there.

They came for dinner and left. Many people—-—my parents
among them--came on special occasions, or as part of a day
devoted to touring the "thumb" area of Mithigan. Thus, when
dinner was finished, they would either head home or motor on

to the next destination.

Competition between the Fischers and the Zshnders ended
in 19249 when Elmer Fischer decided to leave the restaurant

business after a disastrous Thanksgiving NDay. The weather
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that day had been very bad, and few had come to the
restaurant. Fischer was left with thirty turkeys. Unable to
store this large number of birds, he tried to give them to
different social groups. Discouraged, Elmer Fischer talked
to William Zehnder, Jr. about selling the business.%
Negotiations ensued, and in 1950, Fischer’s became the

second business for the Zehnders.

William Zehnder, Jr., who had bowed out of the other
restaurant to run the family farm, returned to run the
Fischer hotel. He recalls that the building was in need of
repair, and that he spent #8,000 to restore the roof and
remodel the interior. Even after making these repairs, he
ran the business under the name Fischer’'s Frankenmuth Hotel
until 1958.19 7Zehnder hoped to capitalize on the popularity
of the the Fischer name among those Joyal to that

restaurant.

By 19546, there were 2% full-time employees and 7%
part-time workers employed by the Zehnders. Frankenmuth:

Michigan’s Little Bavaria reports that in 1956, a chicken

dinner cost #2.65 on a weekday and $2.8% on the weekend.

Most of the business was on weekends and ho1idays.11

Fartly because of ine weekend emphasis, and partly
because of the change in ownership (as people became aware

of the change in management, they thought the Zehndars did
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not have the same touch with food that the Fischers had},
the second restaurant did not prove as profitable as the
Zehnder family had hoped. The years 19546 and 1957 were
particularly bad for the Fischer restaurant. The business
lost money both years. In 1998, the Zehnders decided
something had to be done. This circumstance set the stage
for the transtformation of Frankenmuth from agricul tural

center to a tourist attraction.

William Zehnder, Jr. says that the guestion of what to
do consisted of several aspects. One problem was finances.
With the losses at Fischer’s, there was 1ittle money for
anything. Then there was the name, Fischer’s. It no longer
worked for the Zehnders. A new one was needed. Finally,
there was a feeling that the restaurant needed a face-1ift.

But again, money was needed for that.

& name change would not be difficuit. EBut what kind of
name to choose? Finances and a face-lift were the two major
problems. Nevertheless, the family was determined to do

something.

The idea of a face—-1ift soon changed to a decision to
add on to the restaurant. What style should the addition
be? Mr. Zehnder had seen an advertisement for an architect
named Lederer, who had won a national award for the design

of a Fenney’s restaurant in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1938,
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he contacted Lederer about architectural changes. Lederer
agreed to come to Frankenmuth for #1000 to inspect the
facility. Zehnder describes what was, in retrospect, the

momentus meeting with Lederer in these terms:

So he came over, and he looked at the place, and
we talked to him and he said for #4000 he would
make a drawing. He said, "I went up and down
this town. It‘’s a German communityj; but there’s
no German [architecturel ~ all the places are
either colonial or all the places look like a
western town."

It was no different. And =o he said, "my BGod,
I would add on this Bavarian addition." For
#¥400 he would make a rendering. So we had a
meeting, and I said ok, if the company hasn’t got
F400, I’11 give him $400. Let’s put that much
into it. So he went back and he came back with
that in color....Our family was impressed.l2

The only thing in town that remotely resembled German,
or, more appropriately, Bavarian architecture, was the
Rupprecht Sausage store. The exterior of the building had
been remodeled in 1948 into a Bavarian motif. No other
stores had taken this lead. Ironically, the idea of a
Bavarian village on the outskirts of the town had been
suggested earlier in the 1940s by a Frankenmuth resident,

Edmund C. Arnold, a former Frankenmut: News editor, but his

suggestion did not catch on.i3

Lederer, for 2,000, would design an addition that
would resemble a Ravarian farmer’s house. He would also
design the tablecloths and the restaurant bar in the

Bavarian theme. The Zehnders, after consultation with their
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banker (he was related to the family) decided to risk the
addition. The name of the restaurant would be changed to

the Bavarian Inn to refliect the new look.

Upon completion of the #90,000 addition in 1959,
William Zehnder, Jr. borrowed #*5,000 to publicize the new
look. The result was a week—-long celebration that ended on
Memorial Day. Rillboards, advertisements, German bands, and
townspeople and employees in Bavariam garb, dirndls and

lederhosen, helped to draw people.

The pubtic relations effort succeeded beyond the
wildest dreams. Mr. Zshnder says that the week of that
grand opening was extremely busy. From serving 100 peoplie &
day, business Jjumped to 200 a day. After that, business
remained good because the Zehnders had "the food, and people
wanted that German atmosphere and schmalz." Since that
time, as many as 5,600 meals have been served on a single
day at the Inn in the fall1.1% The grand opening celebration
became an annual affair called the Bavarian Festival. It

has been a June fixture for Frankenmuth for thirty years.

Because of the efforts of the Zehnders, the chicken is
king in Frankenmuth today. In 1981, the Ravarian Inn alone
used 193,635 chickens, or approximately 531 chickens a day.
By 1987, The Bavarian Inn expected to use over 650,000

pounds of chicken annually.l3
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Zehnder ‘s produces enough meals to make it the eighth
largest restaurant in the United States. The Bavarian Inn is
the tenth.l® Eoth still serve all you can eat chicken
dinners, but the price has risen to about ten dollars. The
Bavarian Inn expects one million guests in 1988, a vyear
touted as the 100th anniversary of the establishment.l7
(Actually, it is the 100th year that a restaurant has stood

on the site.)

The BRavarian Inn and Zehnder’s both have expanded
since 1958. In 1967, a Glockenspiel tower with a
thirty-five bell carillon were added to the ERavarian Inn.
Carved wooden +igures act out the legend of the Fied Fiper
of Hameln three times daily. Recent additions to both
restaurants have enlarged seating capacities and increased
retail space for souvenirs and food items. FBoth restaurants

produce baked goods for sale in their respective shops.

Zehnder‘s and the Bavarian Inn have also spawned other
restauwrants. A Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce binder,

Michigan Host, lists 1% food establishments within a two

mile area of the larger restaurants. Not all of these serve
chicken dinners, of course. It is hard to compete in that
area with the "Rig Two" [One large restaurant, Aldrich’s,
closed early in 1988, a testament to thatl. Instead, one
can expect to find more fast food, less expensive fare, or

items for people who do not like chicken.
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Clearly, by the 1980s, Frankenmuth had made the
transformation from "hick" town to "chick" town.
Additionally, the Frankenmuth that once served as a weekend
stop strictly for chicken dinners is, in the 19805, a place

that can attract people on a daily basis.
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FRANEENMUTH IN THE 1980S

Frankenmuth today has become a city which may be viewed
in two ways. It is first a cohesive community, known for
its German heritage, its cleanliness, and its residents’
religious devotion. Its proximity to Saginaw and Flint have
made it a bedroom community, especially since the opening of
the I-75 expressway in the 1?230's. A reputation for good
schools has also drawn pecple to the city. In 1988, the

popul ation of the city is approximately 4,000,1

The agrowth in Frankenmuth’s population from 1,705 in
1960 to its present size has led to the expansion ot a
segment of the business community devoted to servicing
residents. This is an expansion somewhat unrelated to the
tourist industry, and is visible in terms of a strip
shopping center on the north edge of town. It was built in
the 1970s, expanded in 1987, and houses a Ferry [rug store,
I6A-Ben Franklin store, an Italian restauwrant, and several
other shops. The fact that Frankenmuth has become & bedroom
community to both Saginaw and Flint has aided in this type
of business expansion.

A drive through the streets of Frankenmuth, both in the
business area and in residential areas, confirms Chamber of
Commerce reports that the city is extremely clean. Litter

is rarely seen in the business district, and most Tawns are
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kept well manicured. Reportedly, one of the silent Taws of
Frankenmuth is that homes and property are to be constantly
maintained; if a lawn gets too long, the owner hears about

it, or may read a complaint about it in the newspaper.

The community currently supports several churches.
There are two Lutheran churches, one Missouri and one
Wisconsin Synad, a United Methodist congregation, a Bible
Church, and a Roman Catholic church in the community. The
original church, St. Lorenz Evangelical Lutheran (Missouri
Synod?}), remains the largest in membership. The retired
Fastor of St. Lorenz, John Deterdina, sayvs there are
approximately 3,400 communicant members, of which about 1300
"addresses" (families) are active. Attendance on a Saturday
and Sunday at St. Lorznz averages 1,700 for three English
services and 100 to 150 for a single German language

. =
service .~

The second way in which to view Frankenmuth today is as
a tourist attraction. The tourist aspect is directly a
result of Zehnder’s, the Ravarian Inn, and Bronner’s. They
serve as the magnet which draw visitors to Frankenmuth.
Since the 19260s, their success led other entrepeneurs to
realize that there were possibilities for other kinds of
buginesses which would appeal to tourists. Soon, former

private homes on Main Street became shops.
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Today, tourist-oriented businesses line Main Street
from Weiss Street on the south, to state route 38 on the
north. They involve remodeled homes or store fronts. Even
an old high school building has been converted into a series

of shops under the name "Schaool Haus Square.*

Az the 1980s began, the Zehnders continued to expand
their buildings and their holdings. A covered wooden
bridge, known as the "Holzbruecke" spans the Cass River
next to the Bavarian Inn. The bridge was built by the
Zehnders in 1980. It connecte the Bavarian Inn on one side
of the Cass River to a large parking 1ot and the Bavarian

Inn Motor Lodge (opened 1986) on the other side.

The BRavarian Inn Motor Lodge is also part of the
Zehnder family operation. It currently has 100 rooms and
indoor facilities such as a pool and recreation area. In
September, 1988, the Inn announced an expansion plan which
will include ninety-eight more rooms.3 The new rooms should

be open sometime in 1989.

Other business ventures operated by the Zehnder family
include a city tour bus service, the "Folkswagoni" the
Schnitzelbank Shop, a wood-carving store; Frankenmuth Cheese
Haus, a specialty food store; The Covered Bridge Gift Shop;
and the Leather Shop.4 Each of the stores is located in a

Bavarian-style building.
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The success of the Bavarian Inn also caused others to
look more closely at the Bavarian style of architecture.
M. ;ehnder f2l1t that this aspect of Bavarian heritage was
something on which to capitalize. He encouwraged octhers to
remodel or build in the Bavarian motif. PRefore too many
years passed, other businesses did just that. Zehnder
believes that this architectuwral style is assthetically
pleasing, but he likes to mention one particular advantage
to Bavarian style buildings - the sloped roofs are much less
of a headache than f1at roofs: they leak less and are easier

. . =
to maintain.~

By the 1980’'s numerous buildings had the Bavarian
theme. The city’‘s banks built new structures in the 1late
1960=, which were in the Bavarian style. Bronner’‘s, a firm
specializing in Christmas decorations, has a large building
on the southern edge of Frankenmuth. It is the first
Bavarian stylie building most travelers from the sputhern
approach to the city see. Other businesses which
incorporate the theme include a strip shopping center on the
northern edge of the city, Satow’s Irug Store, and numerous

small shops and food stores.

Even Mclionald’‘s, a national chain uses the Bavarian
theme in the design of its Frankenmuth outlet. The design
integrates the restaurant with the buildings near it. In

addition, it harmonizes the presence of such an
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establ ishment and, the Mclonalid’s managers presumably hope,

creates good public relations with Frankenmuthers.

Curiously, intermingled with the Bavarian theme, one
finds standard American architecture from the 1800s- -the
typical "western town" buildinas Zehnder had mentioned
garlier. Zehnder’s Restaurant has expanded several times,
but it has always maintainesd a FMount VYernon 1ook. The
reason for this is a desire to maintain some distinction
b=tween the Bavarian Inn and Zehnder‘s. The Village Store,
next to Zehnder‘s, is in standard nineteenth-century style.
Shops in houses which line Main Street have not gone to the
Bavarian theme. They have kept their original designs,
although the trim may now be in a Bavarian blue, or they may
display hex signs. This allows for a partial Bavarian

identification without major expsnditures.

In addition to architectural style, there are several
things that some Frankenmuthers like to point out in regard
to the German heritage of the city. In particular, they
meoiion the Bavarian Festival which occurs in June each
vear. A week-long festival, it features parades, polka
bands, singing and dancing, German food and drink, chicken
barbeques, and varied arts and crafts exhibits. The

festival attracts approximately 200,000 people a year.6
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In July, after the Bavarian Festival, a ten- and
twenty-kilometer race callied the "Volkslaufe" takes place.

Begun in 192746, it has become an anhual event.

The Frankenmuth odessey continues. Currently, the city
can claim to be the only city in Michigan with two
breweries. 6. Heileman Brewing Company, a national
corporation, now operates what was once called the
Frankenmuth Erewery. In addition, in the spring of 1988,
the Frankenmuth Brewing Company opened, operating on the
cite of the former Geyer EBrothers Brewery. Fart of & trend
toward “"micro-breweries," the Frankenmuth Brewery produces

beers according to traditional German methods and recipes.

It is clear that in the 1980s, Frankenmuth continued to
refine its tourist-based economy. Its former role as a
service center faor area farmers has been usurped by a larger
economic fact: the more tourists and the more tourist
operations, the better the local economy. Tourism is now a
fact of 1ife for Frankenmuthers. Now one must ask, how well

is this fact accepted by area residents?
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FRANEENMUTH--FROM ONE MISSION TO ANOTHERT

As indicated in the previous chapter, Frankenmuth
continued to make great strides in the 1980s toward a
tourist—-dominated economy. As Reverend Loehe had
purposefuily planned the Franconian colonies in Michigan,
contemporary Frankenmuth’s pursuit of tourists is also
del iberate. While Loehe’s Frankenmuth was to serve the
Indians and German Lutherans, modern Frankenmuth serves
touwrists.

What has this changae in goals meant to the ltocal
residents? I f=21t the changes from an agricultural economy
to a touwrist-based economy must have had some effect on
them. I suspected that many residents would resent the
changes, particulariy as they relate to 1ife-long residents

and the individual ‘s desire to maintain a normal lifestyle.

I thus constructed a questionnaire that would eticit
information of a general nature, and also provide
information of a more exact nature. The major thrust of the
questionnaire was to discover to what extent Frankenmuth
residents surport what has happened to their community since
1928, and who they felt was responsible for Frankenmuth’s
change from an agricultuwral economy to a tourist economy. A

copy of the guestionnaire is included in the appendix.

Once the questions were constructed, a sample of

residents was needed. In order to obtain a variety of
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opinions from the community, I decided to divide the
residents into two groups: group one consisted of lTong-term
residents who have lived in Frankenmuth all their lives, or
at least prior to 1958, thé vear remoadelina began on
Fischer‘s Hotel. 0Group twe involved residents who have
lived in Frankenmuth since 19%8. A third group, business

peaople, was also to be part of the interview process.

FERCEFTIONS REGARDING THE FRANEENMUTH LEGACY

I was pleasantiy surprised to l=arn that all the
residents and business people interviewed had at least basic
knowlque of Frankenmuth’s history. Anita Boldt (77),
Lawrence Nuechteriein (&67), Fudy List (71), and William
Zehnder, Jr. (&9} were extremely well-grounded in area
history, and were able to tell interesting stories of the

Frankenmuth of their youth. These same people also gave

very similar descriptions of the same events.

T .2 older, life-long residents all had 1earned Gzrman
at home (mostly Franconian dialect), and continued to use it
when they attended the St. Lorenz Lutheran school. In fact,
several of them had known no English when they started
school, and thus learned it there. Anita Boldt, Lawrence
Nuechterlein, Rudy List, and William Zehndetr, Jr. all speak

with a trace of a BGerman accent.
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Among the other interviewses, three could not speak
some form of German. One, Annette Rummel (28) of the
Chamber of Commerce, was taking German lessons. Reverend
Deterding (66) said he could understand German better than
he could speak it; yet he occasionally leads the German

service at St. Loren: Evangelical Lutheran Church.l

As a result of the interview process, I learned that
the German spoken in the Frankenmuth area consists of
Franconian [Frankischl, a dialect found in the upper eastern
Franconian EFrankenl area of BEavaria from which the first
two settler groups came. Some Frankenmuth residents refer
to the dialect as “Ririsch," L[Bayrisch]l a general term for
the dialects of Bavaria. According to Renate Born, a
professor of Germanic Linguistics at the University of
Georgia, Frankenmuth seems to be the only place in the
United States where the dialect exists. She also believes
that the dialect is in danger of extinction in Frankenmuth
because of urbanization, the influx of English speakers, and

general upward mobi]ity.2

It may be paradoxical, then, for the Frankenmuthers I
interviewed to speak of pride in their heritage, to pattern
buildings after the Bavarian style, and to advertise the
community as a German "Little Bavaria," when the
commercialization itself could be a leading cause for the

decline of one of the assets of the area—-—a rare dialect.
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I was told by several interviewees that the Frankenmuth
schools were droppinga German in favor of Spanish. The
contention seems to be that Spanish will be more useful to
students, because of the prevalence of that language among a
large portion of United States residents. Those who
discussed this were descendants of the two original groups
of settlers. They were sad to see this happen, as it

spelled the end of another tradition in the community.

Al thouah German may be disappearing, all those
interviewed are proud either of their own German heritage or
the German heritage of Frankenmuth. Reverend .John
Deterding, retired pastor of St. Lorenz Evangelical Lutheran
Church, stated that "I never learned to appreciate the
[German] heritage until after I got to Frankenmuth."3 The
older residents like to remind themselves of their heritage

by occasicnally attending the German service at St. Lorenz.

Fride continues to exhibit itself in the schools.
Frankenmuthers of the nineteenth century had a high regard
for their school systems. Contempaorary Frankenmuthers
continue to share that pride in the public and Lutheran
schools. Jan Reinbold, 446, said that the schools were a
primary reason she and her husband moved their family from
Saginaw to Frankenmuth in 1968. They feel the schools have

given their children an excellent education.?
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In addition to loyalty to the scheool systems,
Frankenmuthers are loyal to area businesses. UWhen asked
where they shop, all said that they try to buy as many of
their goods as possible from local businesses. They will
buy outside of the community only if the item is not
available, or if they happen to be in Saginaw or Flint.
They feel fortunate that most needed items are available in

Frankenmuth.

DISGUST QR SATISFACTIONT

As stated earlier, the main thrust of the interview
process was to ascertain the feelings of residents toward
the economic changes Frankenmuth has experienced.
Consequently, I asked the respondents specific questions as
to whether tourist activites interfered with their religious
practices on Sundays; whether tourist activities bothered
them on weekdaysji; whether any of the interviewees felt the
changes in Frankenmuth since 1958 were not good; whether
they were basically happy with Frankenmuth as it is today;
and who they felt played crucial roles in the economic
development of Frankenmuth since 1958 (see appendix). I
hypothesized that many of the interviewees, particularly the

older residents, would resent the changes, and that they
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would regard Frankenmuth as a tourist trap. That hypothesis

was not confirmed.

Carol McClellan, 42, a Frankenmuth proprietor and
resident since 1984, did say that she felt many residents
spe Frankenmuth as a tourist trap, "But," she contended,
“LFrankenmuthl is not my definition of a tourist trap." She
explained:

A tourist trap is when you come to an

and there is absolutely nothing else

to do but buy a souvenir....Feople

come here to shop. They’/re not trapped

in this spot because there’s nothing

else to do. They just came on a day trip,

so they didn’t even have to come in the

first place. [Fezpiel know what they’re

coming here for. If they don‘t want to

buy, they don‘t have to.-

Indeed, all of the interviewees felt the same as Carol
McClellan. Not one of them was negative toward the changes
which have occurred. There was, to be sure, some regret
over the increased traffic in the area, but all felt that

the "new Frankenmuth" was good, and that it was an =2conomic

necessity.

Anita BRoldt pointed out that many Frankenmuth residents
simply aveoid the tourist strip (Main Street) on a weekend.
Mrs. Boldt also said that on a Sunday, many towrists may
come to the churches for service. This was confirmed by

interviews with Reverend Joel Ehlert (30) of St. John's
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Lutheran Church and Reverend John Deterding. The feeling is
that the tourist aspect is tolerable when there may be a

soul saved or a person helped.b

Such an attitude clearly shows that the interviewees
are not sabbatarian in their religious practices.
Sabbatarians objected to work and to commonality on the
Sabbath. The Frankenmuthers’ acceptance of Sunday business
operations and work continues the social pattern of

anti-sabbitarians of the nineteenth century.

‘Reverend Ehlert said he was basically happy with
Frankenmuth as it is today because it "is a town with a real
spirit, a friendly spirit; it has a community spirit that
everybody is willing to pitch in and work together for a

good community."7

Anita Boldt commented on the change in the economy and

people working in the restauwrants:

Our people would not be where they are today, if
it had not been...from way back——the old Haus-
fraus [housewivesl, that was an honor to go down
and cook.... They aot out of the kitchen at

home and they worked...a whole week’'s work down
there. But they were amonast peoplie; they laughed,
they enjoyed it. They earned good money. The
girls, a lot of them, made enough money, not
only from Frankenmuth—-—from all over.... working
here in Frankenmuth for the summer months; get

a room to sleep in, nibble enough at the hotel,
and earn enough for the college. So they had
hetped a 1ot of young people and older people to
make things go.
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Lawrence Nuechterlein, a 467 year old retired
electrician, agree=z that the tourist economy in Frankenmuth
has been a good thing for him. As a former propristor,
{Nuechterlein Electric}, he pointed out that it not only
fosters tourist business, it also extends to the regular
businesses in the city. They are recipients of the need for
services and the desire of many residents to spend their

paychecks in local establishments.?

Rudy List, 71, also feeles that the touwrist economy
aspect is good. It kept him in a job his entire working
career. He worked for both the Fischer and Zehnder
families, doing a multitude of chores from farming to
bartending, cocking, sweeping, and repairing furniture.

List hopes that the current Frankenmuth economy will help
keep the city’s youth in the area. The on1y'way to do that,
he believes, is to provide jobs that will allow young people

to support themselves.l®

List and others tended to avoid a direct answer to the
gugziion, "were there times when you thought the change to a
touricest economy didn‘t look l1ike it would be successful?"

Reverend Deterding’s reply was typical:

I don‘t think so; I don’t know to what extent
there was a deliberate plan to make it a tourist
thing. There was a deliberate plan to serve the
finest food that could be purchasad anywhere;
there was a deliberate plan to provide the finest
merchandise, business and good service. But the
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development of a tourist attraction as such - 1
suppose somebody might have had it in the back
of his mind - but I think it grew in respons=2 to
the kind of community, the kind of people, the
kind of business, and the kind of pride the
people took. And particulary when that pride
extended itself to architecture, landscaping,
and parks, it became something unigque.ll

"Unigue." Other intervieswes=ss used the same word or a
similar word to describe Frankenmuth. Curicusiy, that term
could alseo describe the 1B46 settlement of Frankenmuth.
Ferhaps Frankenmuth has come full circle: Ffrom a "unique"
nineteenth century settiement of Germans with a mission to
serve the Indians and Michigan Lutherans; to & typical
midwestern farm townj; and now to a "unique" twentieth

century city with a missiaon to serve the tourist.

Who began the present mission? Who is responsible for
the change in appearance of Frankenmuth——the "new
Bavarianism" since 19387 A1l the interviewses mentioned
William Zehnder, Jr., owner of the Bavarian Inn, as a major
force behind the transformation of Frankenmuth. He and his
family have had a lasting impact on the future of the city.
They have invested heavily in this future & the owners of

several other businesses in Frankenmuth (see Chapter Eight).

Some interviewees also mentionsd Wally Bronner, owner
of Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland, a large Christmas
decoration store. In business since the early 1930s,

P . A . =
Erornner’s attracts over 2,000,000 visitors annually. 12
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Interviews indicate that the restaurants and Bronner’s were
the first major tourist attractions in Frankenmuth, and they
desired to create an atmosphere in Frankenmuth that waould

make the city more than a weekend pleasure trip.

Touwrism is the topic of the day in Frankenmuth. One
tends to forget that the community originally had a
religious foundation. In that regard, the two ministers had
interesting cleosing comments. Reverend Ehlert says that he
feels strongly that Christianity has had a gresat influence
on the history of Frankenmuth and the surrounding area.

"It doesn’‘t mean everybody here is perfect or a saint -
nobody is — but I think it has a tremendous influence on the

people and the spirit you find in Frankenmuth."13

Reverend Deterding said that although the church was
the heart and center of Frankenmuth for the first century of
its existence, such is no longer the case. The church is
still important to many residents, but it i= not the heart
of social life.

When people think of Frankenmuth today, they may

think more of beer and chicken and Christmas

ornaments, and even of the Fied Fiper, of the

wooden bridge....The church and the role of

the Christian faith in the community may be

relegated to the background or perhaps thought

of as just =somewhat of a footnote of how things

used to be.

It ie clear that Reverend Deterding recognizes a change in

the importance of the Lutheran Church to the community as a
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whole. Once known thirroughaut Michigan as a tightly knit
German Lutheran community, one gives little thought to that
aspect of Frankenmuth today. The secular manifestations of
the tourist economy have superseded Frankenmuth’s fame as a
retigious community. The mid-twentisth century influx of
non—Lutheran residents has also caused a change in religious
focus. Certainliy, one cannot say that the Frankenmuth
community is not religious today-—all those I interviewed
are dedicated to their respective faiths and chwches, and
two familiez moved here for its more religiocus ("Christian™)
atmospherse-—-but it is more diversified. Frankenmuth is no
longer only Lutheran. Thus, as Reverend Deterding states,
tourists tend not to see or think of twentieth century

Frankenmuth as a "unique" religious community.



CHAFTER 8
BUSINESS IN FRANEENMUTH:
"GOOD FOOD AND GOQD FEOFLE"

Just as residents find Frankenmuth a good place to
live, businesses feel it is a good place to operate a
business. That, at least, is the consensus of three people
I interviewed who operate or operated businesses in
Frankenmuth. That is also unsurprisingly the opinion of
Annette Rummel , Director of Touwrism for the Frankenmuth
Chamber of Commerce, an opinion echoed by a 1987 study
conducted formally by the Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce,
the City of Frankenmuth, and Michigan EBell. Among this
study’s objectives were to conduct interviews with 204 chief
executive officers of business in the Frankenmuth community;
develop a data base and profile of businesses in the areaj;
and gain an understanding of the business community’s views

of Frankenmuth’s economy.l

One section of the study, "Major Findings," contains a
synopsis of the information gathered in the work. 0Of the
204 firms mentioned in the objectives, 177, or 87%, replisad
to a questionnaire given to them after interviews by
volunteers. The data in the "Major Findings" section is
gquite enlightening. O0Of the commercial/retail firms doing
business in the Frankenmuth area, forty-eight (33%) started
business in Frankenmuth during the previous seven years.
Sixty—-three percent of the firms had been established in the

last seventeen years. In contrast, according to the survey
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of thirteen manufacturers and caonstruction firms,
seventy—-seven percent were estabiished before 1977 (figure

1y, Only three industrial/manufacturing firms have started

in the last nine years.<

The study found that the majority of Frankenmuth area
businesses are small in size. Sixty-nine percent of the
firme interviewed had ten part-time emplovees or less and
sixty—~four percent had fewer than ten full-time employees.
Approximately forty—-siu percent of their employees resided

in the 48734 (Frankenmuthl zip code.3

Another area of the "Major Findings" section had to dao
with recruiting employees and quality of life. In this
respect, the study found that the greatest positive aspect
of the community was the quality of 1ife, while the most
negative aspect was property taxes (figure 2).% Ninety—five
percent of the respondents rated the Frankenmuth area as
"excellent’ to "good" as a place to do business (figue 3).
"The primary reacons cited for this favorable rating was the
spirit, support, and cooperation of the community. The
major negative aspect of the community was the fact that the

. =
economy is too seasonal ."-

"The spirit, support, and cooperation of the community”
is exactly what brought Carol McCiellan and her husband,

Gary, to Frankenmuth. They lived in Sault Ste. Marie,
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Michigan in the 1970s, where they owned a fudge shop. The
McClellans opened a fudge shop in Frankenmuth in 197%, then
moved to Frankenmuth in 1984 fram Sault St. Marie. They now
have 13 fudge-based businesses in tourizt areas throughout
Michigan. They presently operate five businesses in
Frankenmuth, all on Main Street in the tourist area of the
city: the Frankenmuth Woolen Mill, the Frankenmuth Fudae
itchen, Jaami’‘s Jams and Jellies, the Frankenmuth Candy

Kitchen, and the2 Bavarian Kandy Haus.

They chose Frankenmuth as their center of operation
because it had potential for yesar—around tcourist business.
More than that,

Ke’ve decided this is a wonderful place to live.

We 1ike it for the business aspect, but more

important tharm that is a wonderful school system:

it‘’s a very Christian community, which we really

like in which to raise our children, and it’s

relatively safe.b

The McClellans have become enamoured of the German
heritage of Frankenmuth. BGary McClellan has studied German
for two years. Carol, though not studying the 1anguage, has
picked up some of the Franconian dialect by listening to the

employees af their Frankenmuth Woolen Mill, who speak the

1 anguage.

Although the German heritage is important for
Frankenmuth residents, Carol McClellan believes that people

don‘t come to Frankenmuth for the German heritage anymore:
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I think they come here for something eslse. I

think it‘s an added plus when they meet someone

who really speal's with a broken English tongue,

or can speak German or to hear it. I think

they come to Frankenmuth for a clean, quaint

kind of atmosphere.?

Annette Rummel echoes Carol McClellan’s feelings that
people come to Frankenmuth for the atmosphere.
Additionally, she feels that a businecss is welcome in the
city if the owner is willing to contribute to the community.
There is no desire to have people who come to make a guick
profit and teave.® Thoze who do attempt this are not
accepted by the community. An example of this is Aldrich’s,
a German restaurant that closed in 1988, atter approximately
four years of operation. The restaurant was owned by
outsiders who had no experience in the restaurant business.
What irked some residents is that Aldrich’s referred to its

food as "famous" in its advertising. Some also felt that

the restaurant did not prepare food properiy.

For Lawrence Nuechterlein, the retired electrician,
people like the McCiellans provided him with work. He said
that by the time he left his business, the need for
electrical work for firms and the community had grown to the
point that new electrical contractine businesses were set up
in Frankenmuth. His business clearly profited from the
expansion of the Zehnder businesses and the other businesses

that cam= as a result of the new, tourist-oriented economy.
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Maoreover, he took advantage of the residential growth the

community experienced in the 1960’s and 1970s.7

For William Zehnder, Jr. and his family, Frankenmuth
has been a very good location to do business. A third
generation has become active in the various family
enterprises. Iehnder cites cooperation of the city
government and community leaders with the family as one of
the most important aspects of the community. He, in turn,
has contributed to the development of the city through gifts
of funds or materials for civic projecte. Zehnder is proud
of his accomplishments, but he is also extremely proud of
his community and its German heritage. For him, it is that
heritage as well as his businesses that he wants to continue

to promote.l0

Neither Zehnder nor McClellan could fault the city
government for lack of cooperation. They are in favor of
regul ations which would maintain the Main Street business
district. They feel that chain businesses, while an
inevital "= thing, should be kept away from the main tourist
shopping area. To date, this has occurred. Zehnder and
McClellan are also proud that in 1977, the city designated
part of Main Street as an Historical District, which
encourages preservation of existing architecture and use of

"Ravarian" architecture in new construction.
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The tourist economy of Frankenmuth is seasonal, as
Annette Rummel, Carol McClellan, and William Zehnder, Jr.
were quick to point out. Carol McClellan said that the
touwrist season begins at Easter and ends at Christmas.
January, February and March are stow months. It is during
the slow season that Zehnder’s and the Ravarian Inn offer a
variety of dining discounts or a dinner theater program.
Motels affer accommodation specials. McClellan and Z=hnder
cite billboards and other promotional programs for helping
to bring in business, and both appreciate the help of the
Frankenmuth Chamber of Commerce in planning promotional

materials and events.

Carol McClellan may have summed up the attitude of
business best in her response to a question on what makes
Frankenmuth unique:

We 1ike to tell our employees that they are the

reason Frankenmuth is what it is. I think that’s

true because people come back again and again
telling us how friendly people are. And we don’t
have a waterfall and we don’t have the locks and

we don‘t have rivers and lakes people ~an enJjoy

and vacation on. We have nothing her:z axcapt

good food and good people.ll

She is right-——-Frankenmuth has no natural features to
attract people to the area. The Cass River is no Rhine or
Danube. Nor are there awesome man—made wonders to bring

visitors. There is no Empire State Building, Capitol

Building or other massive, impressive structures. What
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brings people-—-by the thousands——-to Frankenmuth must be the

good food and good people plus, I believe, a good time.



CONCLUSION :

A DREAM ON A WING

In essence, Frankenmuth has been a successful story of
survival . It has been a tale of adaptation, an ability
which the community possessed to a greater extant than
Frankentrost, Frankenlust, Amelith, or Richville/ Franken-
hilf. Finally, it has been opportunistic, with the consent

of the community at 1large.

That consent has created a mixture of senses in
contemporary Frankenmuth. The Main Street tourist aresa
appeals to the senses of smell, taste, sight, and sound.
Smell is in the marvelous odor of food suwrounding Zehnder’s
and the Ravarian Inn, and in the aroma of beer brewing at
Heilmann’s or the Frankenmuth Brewing Co. Taste is in the
well-prepared food in the restaurants, and the baked goods,

sweets, and other food items available in several stores.

Sound is the German music piayed in several stores, or
an impromptu accordion concert in Willi’‘’s Sausage Shop. It
is the noise of diners in dining rooms. Sight is the view
of hundreds of people waiting in line at the two major
restaurants any day of the week, and the sight of hundreds
more walking up and down the shopping district, oohing and
ahhing over this item or that. Sound and sight combine in
the Bavarian Inn’s Glockenspiel as it plays and performs the

Fied Fiper story.
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It is those senses that gives Franksnmuth part of its
character - a highly vicible, finely—-tuned image desianed to
attract tourists. It is an image which thes tourist is to
see, smell, taste, and enjoy. Frankenmuth has created a
tourist-based economy, an ecanomy that evolved slowly at
first in the early decades of the twentieth centuwy, themn at
a faster pace in the latter decades of that century. It

does very well at promoting itself +or thisz cause.

Clearly, the promotion of Frankenmuth has involved
saveral individuals. The Zehnder family, led by William
Zehnder, Jr., played an integral role in the change of
Frankenmuth from an agricultural community to a tourist
attraction. Wally Bronner, of Bronner’s "CHRISTmas"
Wonderland, & store which claims to have the world’s largest
yvear—round Christman display, also played an important part

in the city’s economic development.

Tha tourist aspect aside, Frankenmuth clearly hac
another character. It is also a community dedicated to
maintaining a clean, sariw, plaasant lifestyle for its
rezidents. Along with that dedication is the desire to
maintain some of the German heritage of Frankenmuth’s
founders. Frankenmuth is, then, a community proud of both

aspects of its character.
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Character notwithstanding, the problem with Frankenmuth
is that few take the time to see the non—tourist aspect of
the community. They see the Ravarian Inn and Zehnder’s,
Bronner‘s, and the shops on Main Street. Tourists, as a
rule, don‘t visit St. Lorenz Lutheran Church on their cwn.
They miss the Church’s beautiful interior and its panels of
stained glass windows that depict the story of the founding
of the community in 1845, They fail to see the ola German
cemetery across the street from 5t. Lorenz which contains
not anly the graves of =ssveral of the original founders, but
also has tombstones carved in German, many with German
epitaphs. Tourists miss seeing the well kept homes on the
side streets and in the =ubdivisions of the city. They
don‘t learn ernough about the history of Frankenmuth, or
about its connection with the other Franconian settlements
in the area. Tourists seldom meet "real" Frankenmuthers,
who take great pride in their city’s history, and who are
willing to tell stories about themselves, their friends and

their ancestors.

Those "real" Frankenmuthers surprised me. It wasn’t
their friendliness that amazed me; it was their support of
the Frankenmuth economy. fs I =tated in the introduction,
I had expected that thoses I interviewed, especially the
older residents, would have criticized the changes to their

city. Such was not the case. Instead, they viewsd the
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changes as a way to maintain Frankenmuth’s integrity as a
community, and as a way to keep the young pecple from
izavina. The tourist economy provides jobs. They f21t,
therefore, that the traffic on Main Street, particulariy on
weekends, was a small price to pay for the community’s

well~being.

Most surprising to me were the reactions of the
Lutheran pastors, Reverends Deterding and Ehlert, on the
subject of the tourist activities on Sundays. Again, I had
expected them to be upset over the crowds and the open
shops. They were not anary. They realized that catering to
tourists on a Sunday has been a long standing part of the
Frankenmuth economy, and both mentioned how many tourists

had come to their respective churches for services,.

Surprises aside, Frankenmuth seems to have accepted its
present role, and pursues it with skill. EBEarring unforeseen
problems, the community will continue to develop its tourist
based economy. How much of its true German heritage can be
preserved is another question. The Franmkernmuth Historical
Association and Museum is dedicated to that purpose,
enlisting the support of residents to maintain displays and
creating programs which are intended to keep the German

heritage alive. One hopes the effort will succeed.
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It may be possible to preserve the German heritage, but
it will become increasinaly difficult to maintain the uniqgue
Franken dialect of the original settliers. The older people
still use it to some extent, but the younger ones do not.
Therefore, an etfort will have have to be made to try to

preserve the 1anguage.

The intriguing story of Frankenmuth’e development will
continue. New businesses, expansion or improvement of
existing enterprises, and healthy doses of publicity will
aid the effort. Ferhaps the tabloid, “Frankenmuth:
Michigan’s Little Eavaria," stated it best in a 1988 article
about the Zehnders and the Bavarian Inn:

...they’ve come to a simple conclusion

about their business. In Frankenmuth,

Michigan you can build a dream on & wing

and a praver.

Certainly others in Frankenmuth are praving that they catch

some of the meat $rom that wing.



AFFENDIX

CQUESTIONNAIRE

0Ff particular help in determining the questions to ask were
a series of articles by Harriet Fawlowski, in _Folish
American Studies, titled, "The GBuestionaire as an Aide to
Community Studies." The articles, which appeared from 1950
to 1954, contained a variety of information-gathering
questions, some of which I used in the questionnaire.

FRANKENMUTH FROJECT
ORAL HISTORY QUESTIONS

The following questions were asked of a selection of
Frankenmuth residents.

Residential

Have you always lived in Frankenmuth?
When did you move here? Why?

Where did you live before you moved here?
Do you have any relatives in this area®?
Where do/did youwr parents 1live?
Where do your children 1ive?

Neighborhood

o you know your neighbors? (Next door right?
1eft? Across backyard? across street?)

Is this a friendly neighborhood?

Is it friendlier now than it used to be?

What do you think is the best thing about the
neighborhood?

llces the neighborhood have any problemse? What?

How has the neighborhood changed since (pick
something specific)?

o you plan to move from the area® Why? Where?

bork

blhere do you work? (employment history)

What was your first job?

Have you worked for a Frankenmuth business?
Which omne?® How lang?

Religion

Io you go to church around here? Where?

How long have you gone there?

Where did you go before that?

Do your friends/relatives go to the same
church?

When did you Jjoin the church?

o you attend the German service at S5t. Lorenz?
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Does the tourist activity in Frankenmuth on
Sundays interfere with your religious
practices? How?

[loes the tourist activity in Frankenmuth intertfere
with your normal activities on other days?

Social /Cultural
Are vou related

Fatterns
to the original
What is the retationship?
o you have any mementos of your ancestors?
Are there any traditions from the early
gattlers you or others in Frankenmuth
still practice?

Do you speak German? Regulariy?

Does vour family speak German?

Do vour friends speak German?

id you have German in school?

When did you leave/finish school? (Why?)

Do you go out to eat? Where? How often”?

Do you 2at at Zehnders or the Bavarian Inn?
How often?

Where do you shop—-—for groceries? for food?
for Christmas presents?

lo you shop the storee near Zehnders and the
Bavarian Inn®? How aoft=n?

o you shop at Bronners? How often?

zettlers?

To whom?

The Town
Are you aware of the history of Frankenmuth?
Are you aware of the history of the other

German settlements in
(Frankentrost, -lust,
Do you have any histories

the Saginaw Valley
-hilf, Amelith}?
or printed material

of early Frankenmuth and the other

colonies™

has been the reception

immigrants or settlers

the old ones?

any family names,

area, disappeared?

Are there any sayings about people or places

that seem to be used only in Frankenmuth?

To your recollection, has Frankenmuth always
been a tourist attraction?

Are you happy with how Frankenmuth is today?
Why? Why not?

Is Frankenmuth & close-knit community?
newcomners allowed to take part in
activities?

When would you say that Frankenmuth began to

What of later

to Frankenmuth by

Have once prominent in this

Are



page 88

change to what it is today?
What would you say began the change in Frankenmuth?
What things happened aftter that? Was there an order
in the way changes took place?
I=s there any person gr persons you think were
especially responsible for the change®™
Were there times when the changes didn’t Yook
like they would be successful? khen?
When was it clear to you that the changes would be
a success?
Were there times when you thought the changes were
not good? When? Why?
Io you think the changes are gocod today?
How do you fesl about chain businesses in Frankenmuth,
such as Mcllonald‘s, Dawn Donuts and Little Caesars?
Has the business community opposed chains?
Are there zoning laws for businesses and residents?
How do you feel about Zehnders distributing products
in other places?

FINAL GUESTION :
Have we left out anythina you think is important®

The total number of interviews was to encompass ten to
fifteen individuals. 1 obtained the names of several
individuals from the Frankenmuth Historical Museum and St.
John’s Lutheran Church. As I contacted residents on the
lists, only two would mot alilow an interview. They did,
however, sugaest namez of cothers to contact. I was able to
interview eleven individuals as residents, and thiree
individuals as business people. 811 the interviews were

taped.

The ages of those interviewed ranged from 28 to 77.
A1l the residents were of the Lutheran faith. One business
woman was Catholic. Only one of the interviewses was of an

ethnic backaround other than German. Ning had worked in or
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were working for Frankenmuith businesses. One retiree had
owned his own business. Two were in the Lutheran ministry-
one th2 current pastor of St. John‘s Lutheran Churchi the

other retired from St. Lorenz Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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