
Searching PubMed: The Basics  



Search Construction 
•Concept building 

–Major concepts 
–Alternate words 

• Example: In pregnant women on antiretroviral therapy 
what is the risk of developing gestational diabetes? 

 
Concepts Alternate Words 

Pregnant Pregnancy 
Antiretroviral therapy ART, HIV treatment 
Gestational diabetes Hyperglycemia 



Boolean Operators 

 AND Pregnant Gestational 
Diabetes 

Pregnancy Pregnant 

DMII Gestational 
Diabetes 

   OR 
 

  NOT 



Boolean Logic 
Concept 2 

 
Antriretroviral 

therapy 
 
 

ART 
 
 

HIV treatment 
 
 
 

Concept 1 
 

Pregnant 
 

 
Pregnancy 

 
 

Concept 3 
 

Gestational 
diabetes 

 
 

Hyperglycemia 

AND AND 
OR 

OR 

OR 

OR 

(pregnant OR pregnancy) AND (“Antiretroviral therapy” OR ART OR HIV treatment) 
AND (“gestational diabetes” OR hyperglycemia) 



Searching Techniques 

Note: Techniques vary from database to database 

Truncation pregnan* 
Phrases “gestational diabetes” 
Boolean “gestational diabetes” AND 

pregnan* 
Parentheses (“gestational diabetes” OR 

hyperglycemia) AND 
(“antiretroviral therapy” OR 
ART) 



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?myncbishare=hinari_who  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?myncbishare=hinari_who


Review the results for 
additional terminology 

 

Review the results for 
additional terminology 

 



ART 

 

Nesting: Using parentheses to create 
advanced searches that use both 
AND and OR Boolean Operators 

 





 

Use Advanced Search to 
combine your searches 

 



 

Use the Add links to add your 
searches to the Builder 

 



Exercises: 
Practicing with PubMed 









 

Use the See all link to view the 
rest of the results retrieved with 

the Clinical Queries tool 
 





Exercise:  
Practicing with PubMed Clinical Queries 



Source: http://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/p/stay-calm-and-keep-searching-3/ 
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