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1. Editorial

Space Physics is a comparatively young scientific discipline, tightly linked to the era of satellite‐based inves-
tigations and the discoveries that came with it. As such, we as a community are fortunate to have met, been
taught and mentored by, and even become friends with, many of those who were around to witness the birth
of, and in many cases establish, our field. Each of these “Pioneers” have remarkable stories to tell. These
accounts from the dawn of the space age provide a glimpse into that era of scientific discovery and are an
important part of our collective history that deserve to be shared and commemorated. These are stories of
perseverance, ingenuity, luck, and sometimes failure. We are fortunate to live in an era in which these dis-
tinguished scientists are still with us and able to share their experiences.

To commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the American Geophysical Union (AGU), we have solicited a
special collection of recollection papers to memorialize these experiences. This is not the first such effort
to capture these stories. In 1994 (Vol. 99, No. A10, pp. 19,099–19,212) and again in 1996 (Vol. 101, No. A5,
pp. 10,477–10,585) JGR‐Space Physics published special sections entitled, “Pioneers of Space Physics,” in cel-
ebration of AGU's 75th anniversary. Later, in 1997, Gilmore and Spreiter (1997) added a set of recollection
papers on the discovery of the magnetosphere. Together, these papers containing personal accounts from
the pioneers of the space age covered the period of roughly 1958–1967.

It is our great honor to present retrospective papers from several of our distinguished colleagues who con-
tributed significantly to the explosion in understanding of space physics and aeronomy that occurred from
roughly 1967–1980. We chose to start at the end of the previous set of recollections and cover the decade
of the 1970s, during which our field greatly expanded. It is also a time in which the second generation of
space scientists entered the field and made foundational discoveries that continue to define our discipline.

As with the previous papers, we asked the authors to “recount some of the events leading to the emergence of
space physics and to put the events into a professional as well as personal perspective.” (Gombosi et al.,
1994). The authors of this special collection of recollections were selected following the same guidelines as
the previous efforts. We started from a long list of senior colleagues and narrowed the list to roughly two
dozen distinguished scientists based on discipline and geographic balance. Some of our colleagues, when
asked, felt they would be unable to devote the time or energy to such a recollection and declined. Sadly,
in the intervening 25 years since the original effort, some of our colleagues who were most active during
the early years of the space age have passed. Therefore, this new special collection, 25 years after the first
one, is timely with the AGU centennial celebrations, but late in fully capturing the stories of the pioneers
of space physics. This is unfortunate and we encourage future editors of this journal to commission special
sections of legacy perspectives with a faster cadence than a quarter of a century.

References
Gilmore, C., & Spreiter, J. R. (1997). Discovery of the magnetosphere (Vol. 7). Washington, DC: American Geophysical Union. https://doi.

org/10.1029/HG007
Gombosi, T. I., Hultqvist, B., & Kamide, Y. (1994). Editorial. Journal of Geophysical Research, 99(A10), 19,099–19,099. https://doi.org/

10.1029/94JA01974

©2019. American Geophysical Union.
All Rights Reserved.

EDITORIAL
10.1029/2019JA027550

Special Section:
Pioneers of Space Physics
Series ‐ Invited

Key Point:
• Preface to the 100th anniversary

edition of “Recollections in Space
Physics” manuscripts

Correspondence to:
L. Kepko,
larry.kepko@nasa.gov

Citation:
Kepko, L., & Liemohn, M. (2019).
Preface to the Special Collection:
Recollections in Space Physics. Journal
of Geophysical Research: Space Physics,
124, 8318. https://doi.org/10.1029/
2019JA027550

Received 17 OCT 2019
Accepted 23 OCT 2019
Accepted article online 11 NOV 2019
Published online 25 NOV 2019

KEPKO AND LIEMOHN 8318

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4911-8208
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7039-2631
https://doi.org/10.1029/HG007
https://doi.org/10.1029/HG007
https://doi.org/10.1029/94JA01974
https://doi.org/10.1029/94JA01974
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2019JA027550
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2019JA027550
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)2169-9402.RECOLSP1
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)2169-9402.RECOLSP1
mailto:larry.kepko@nasa.gov
https://doi.org/10.1029/2019JA027550
https://doi.org/10.1029/2019JA027550
http://publications.agu.org/journals/


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA1)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENG (Modified PDFX1a settings for Blackwell publications)
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


