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SYNOPSIS

This report considers the details of a preliminary design for a shore
protection system to protect the cooling water intake channel of the J.R. Whiting
coal-fired power plant just south of Luna Pier, Michigan (and north of Toledo,
Ohio) along Lake Erie. The intake channel has historically been protected by
the Woodtick Peninsula which has undergone severe erosion in recent years.
Design options that protect and rebuild the peninsula as well as protect the
intake channel are also considered herein.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The relative costs of constructing a revetment along the cooling water intake
channel of the J.R. Whiting plant were considered in this analysis.
Preliminary considerations were made as to the various types of shore
protection systems including seawalls, groins, sacrificial beaches, and
revetments. A revetment appears to be the only feasible alternative for this
particular location. Consideration was given to a method of construction which
involves the construction of the revetment core from a cement coal fly ash
mixture which is protected on the water side by a suitable cover stone. On the
intake channel side, a graded riprap wave barrier will be sufficient since only
relatively small waves are possible. On the lakeward side, wave heights will be
limited by wave breaking at the local water depth. A design water level which is
of the order of the maximum recorded in the nearly fifty years of record at
Toledo, Ohio was selected for the purposes of establishing a preliminary design.
Two possibilities for the lakeside revetment were considered; a conventional
type of revetment with a primary layer of large, immobile cover stones and a
berm type of construction in which a larger volume of smaller armor stones are
allowed to be moved around by the wave action until they achieve a stable
configuration.

The following general conclusions are derived from this analysis:

* The berm type of revetment generally appears to be more attractive from
the standpoint of various performance considerations. These include the
formation of a more natural offshore bar system and ease of recreational access
to the shoreline. One concern may be the long-term integrity of the dolomite
limestone armor stones as they are moved around by the waves.
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* There appears to be a significant cost advantage to the berm revetment as
well. This is associated with lower estimated unit installation costs and the fact
that the required volume of the armor layer is not significantly greater than for
a conventional revetment in this very shallow water environment.

* The use of a cement—{fly ash core dike as a foundation for the revetment
will be cost competitive with other construction materials and the consideration
that there are economic benefits to be derived by avoiding alternate disposal
costs will make it an attractive option. Should a detailed soils investigation
indicate significant amounts of peat under the site, the use of a lightweight
cement—fly ash core may be the only technically feasible solution to the
foundation problems.

* The extra costs of constructing a perimeter dike around the Woodtick
Peninsula as opposed to a single dike protecting only the intake channel are
significant, but this option is worth further exploration. This recommendation
is derived from the consideration that there is a net benefit in the use of the fly
ash as a construction material due to costs foregone disposing of it in some
other fashion. There may also be the possibility to recover additional costs by
rebuilding the peninsula through using it as a site for disposal of dredge spoils
from the Toledo navigation channel. If there are other compelling reasons and
associated benefits for protecting the peninsula (e.g., the restoration of the
peninsula as a recreational facility), the economics of constructing the
perimeter dike are quite attractive. Given the relative stability of the existing
dike surrounding the Nature Conservancy property immediately to the west of
the intake channel, it may be possible to provide the necessary protection for
both the Woodtick Peninsula and the intake channel with only one dike on the
lakeward side of the peninsula. This would result in a signficant savings in
construction costs over the perimeter dike concept and should be carefully
considered in the development of the final design.

As indicated, the results in this study are based upon a preliminary design
which was in turn derived from incomplete information regarding the physical
nature of the system. More complete analysis may change the final details of
the design(s) but will not significantly alter the relative economics. However, if
a future soils investigations indicates the presence of extensive peat soils
beneath the site, this may have a significant effect on those options that are
technically feasible. In addition, if the berm revetment alternative is to be
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considered more thoroughly, a physical hydraulic model study of a revetment
section should be conducted to examine the performance of the proposed
revetment under design wave conditions.

INTRODUCTION

Consumer's Power operates a coal fired power plant on the western end of
Lake Erie south of Monroe, Michigan and immediately to the south of Luna
Pier. The operation of the J.R. Whiting Plant involves the use of once-through
cooling water which is withdrawn from and discharged back to Lake Erie. The
intake water comes from the south through a channel located immediately to
the west of the Woodtick Peninsula as depicted in Fig. 1. Historically, the water
depth has been maintained in the intake channel by an infrequent program of
maintenance dredging from the cooling water intake out to the navigation
channel that proceeds down to the Port of Toledo. During periodic episodes of
low water levels which are related to both mean lake level and wind setup
events in the lake, it is impossible to maintain sufficient flow in the intake
channel to meet plant cooling water needs and power production has to be
curtailed. At the present, the majority of difficulties associated with the
restriction of flow in the intake channel appear to be with shallow depths
immediately to the south of the Woodtick Peninsula. However, during the most
recent episode of high lake levels (peaking during the summer of 1986)
sufficient erosion of the Woodtick Peninsula occurred that significant breaches
occurred, most notably just to the south of the cooling water intake structure.
Sand passage through these breaches and the continued erosion of the
peninsula has resulted in a situation where the requirements for maintenance
dredging within the intake channel have been greatly increased.

The Woodtick Peninsula is a persistent feature of Michigan's Lake Erie
coast with a total length of approximately 3.7 miles. The major portion of the
peninsula is managed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources as the
Erie State Game Area. A broad wetland is situated to the west of the Woodtick
Peninsula while the open waters of the Western Basin of Lake Erie lie
immediately to the east. Immediately to the west of the major portion of the
peninsula (and the cooling water intake channel) is a marsh system owned by
The Nature Conservancy; this is largely protected by the presence of the
Woodtick Peninsula and would be in considerable jeopardy if the peninsula
ceased to provide this protection.



The Woodtick Peninsula has experienced considerable erosion over the past
several decades. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (1982) estimated a mean
shoreline recession rate of 5.1 ft/year for the time period 0f 1964-1973, a period in
which the average annual high water level was slightly below the long term
average. During the years between 1973 and 1979, recession rates of over 40
ft/year were observed for several stretches of the peninsula shoreline. This
corresponded to a period of relatively high lake levels. During the recent
episode of high water levels which peaked in 1986, there are no estimates of
erosion rates, but the peninsula has been breached in several locations. It is
realistic to expect that recession of the peninsula shoreline will continue,
especially since the native vegetation has been lost in several areas, and the
eventual loss of the Woodtick Peninsula is a likely outcome.

Water depths in the immediate vicinity of the Woodtick Peninsula are
generally quite shallow, but subject to considerable fluctuation under the
influence of southwesterly to westerly winds (or northeasterly to easterly winds)
during which events the wind stress on the surface of Lake Erie can create quite
significant setup. Brater and Baynton (1956) estimate that historical wind tides
over the last 100 years in the Toledo area have ranged from about -8 feet to +5
feet relative to the prevailing lake levels. It is basically the combination of the
wind tides and the waves resulting from a northeasterly storm that will
produce the conditions that would be most conducive to erosion of the Woodtick
Peninsula, especially if it occurs in combination with generally high lake levels.

The objective of this study is to consider feasible methods for the protection of
the cooling water intake channel. However, it is also recognized that other
objectives might be simultaneously met. These may include;

— The protection of the Woodtick Peninsula (and thus the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources' Erie State Game Area) from further erosion
and the possibility of rebuilding certain portions of it that have been subjected to
significant erosion;

—  The protection of The Nature Conservancy Property immediately to the
west of the intake channel along with the greater Erie march ecosystem.

—  Protection of landward houses, marinas, and other businesses.

— The utilization of fly ash in the protective structure, both as a component
of the structure and as a means of recycling the fly ash for a beneficial use;



— The possibility of using dredgings from the Toledo harbor's lakeward
shipping channel as a source of material for the rebuilding of the peninsula
and to mitigate costs associated with the disposal of the dredged material at an
open lake dumping site.

The relative feasibility of meeting the primary objective is considered in the
analysis that follows. No attempt to assign benefits to the attainment of
secondary objectives has been performed, and only construction costs associated
with the shore protection system are investigated. Thus, the value of alternative
recreational (or other similar) uses of land on the Woodtick Peninsula and
surrounding vicinity have not been considered. Consideration of these would be
appropriate in future deliberations on the project feasibility.

DESIGN WAVE AND WATER LEVEL CONDITIONS

In order to establish a preliminary design for the various alternatives for
protecting the cooling water intake channel, basic information regarding the
environment that such a shore protection structure will be subjected to must be
established. In particular, the information required relates to the selection of
the design wave condition(s) and a design lake water level, which are inter-
related. The following sections describe the assumptions involved in the
establishment of the estimates used in this report. There has been a similar
type of structure constructed in the Western Basin of Lake Erie during the late
1970's, namely the dike surrounding the confined disposal facility of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers at Point Mouillee to the north of Monroe, Michigan.
The design parameters for that facility were reviewed along with the inspection
reports (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1974) so that the performance of that
structure could be used as a basis for comparing the design parameters selected
for the Woodtick Peninsula.

Design Water Level

Water surface elevations in Lake Erie are subject to a wide range of
variation. Causes of this variation include annual fluctuations in precipitation
and runoff in the upper Great Lakes drainage basin, longer term deviations
from average hydrological conditions, and the effect of short duration wind
tides. The combined effect of these has been to produce a range of over 15 feet in
the short term water level elevation at Toledo, Ohio during the last 50 years
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(Shore Protection Manual, 1984, hereafter abbreviated as SPM). As discussed
below in the section on design wave heights, the worst situation with respect to
the design of a shore protection system will be associated with relatively high
water levels. Therefore, a water surface elevation consistent with a relatively
high lake level must be selected.

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers has compiled the available data on lake
levels into a statistical distribution of mean monthly lake levels and temporary
rises (Saville, 1953). The monthly mean lake levels are representative of the
entire lake while the temporary rises are associated with particular locations
for which observations of lake level fluctuations were available. The maximum
mean monthly lake level with a 20 year return period (i.e. to be exceeded once in
20 years, on the average) is estimated to be 572.9 ft (International Great Lakes,
IGLD, Datum) while the maximum temporary rise for Toledo Ohio (the closest
location to the Woodtick Peninsula) that would be expected to recur on an
annual basis is 3.3-3.4 ft. Combining these two levels gives a design water
surface elevation of approximately 576.3 ft. As a basis for comparison, the
maximum temporary water surface elevation actually recorded at Toledo is
reported as 576.38 ft for the gage record period of 1940-1981. The recent extreme
high water levels in 1986-87 only increase the recorded maximum monthly lake
levels by less than 0.2 ft and thus the wind tide effect is dominant. Also, the
Point Mouillee confined disposal facility was based on a design water level of
575.9 ft and has suffered no serious problems even during the recent high water
levels (derived from the annual inspection reports). Therefore, a reasonable
estimate for the design water level is around 576 ft which is 7.4 feet above the
lower water datum. This is about 4.7 ft above existing lake levels.

Design Wave Height

Design wave heights, in the absence of detailed of wave height
measurements at a given location may be estimated on the basis of various
models which predict wave conditions from the observed meteorological
conditions. A variety of methodologies may be used, but one commonly
employed is the wave forecasting model developed at the Waterways Experiment
Station (Resio and Vincent, 1976) and applied to the meteorological conditions
observed over the past several decades. The results of these analyses are
tabulated in a series of reports, one for each of the Great Lakes, in the form of
wave heights as a function of recurrence interval for offshore waves at various
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points along the lake boundaries. Predictions presented are for significant
wave height and period, as a function of different seasons of the year, for
different directions of wave approach, and for different recurrence intervals.
The point closest to the Woodtick Peninsula is Monroe, Michigan. The results
presented for Monroe, Michigan were used as representative of the Woodtick
Peninsula, with the one exception noted below, namely with regard to heights of
waves approaching from the southeast.

In general, the predicted results indicate considerably lower wave heights
during the summer months than during any other season of the year. For
example, the wave height with a 10 year return period during the summer
(July through September) is 6.0 ft versus 10.2 ft during the winter months
(January through March). It is also noted that mean lake levels are lower
during the winter than in summer (about 1.3 feet higher at the average yearly
peak which occurs in late June than the average yearly low which occurs in
late February [Monthly Bulletin of Lake Levels for the Great Lakes]).

The selection of a particular recurrence interval for the design wave is
largely unimportant since the relatively shallow water offshore from the
Woodtick Peninsula ensures that waves with a recurrence intervals of even 5 to
10 years will break before reaching shore even with the water depths associated
with the design water level. As discussed in the next section, the breaking wave
height is limited by the local water depths and would be less at more frequently
occurring water levels. The design wave height is therefore controlled by the
specification of the design water level, of which a value that is close to the
maximum on record for the nearest gaging station in Toledo, Ohio has been
selected.

The above discussion will be valid for wave conditions on the lakeward side
of the Woodtick Peninsula. It will also be necessary to design against the effects
of waves as they propagate along the intake channel. This necessarily restricts
consideration of waves that propagate from the south to southeast since the
intake channel is sheltered from all other directions. The fetch, or distance
over which waves can propagate in that direction is fairly limited, a maximum
of only about 20,000 feet. The depth is limited as well, only about 12 feet
maximum at the design water level. Direct use of wind wave predictions from
Resio and Vincent for Monroe will not be applicable, because the fetch length
and water depths will be much different. Therefore, the wind speed necessary
to produce the design wave height (for a 20 year return period) of 7.9 ft (from
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Resio and Vincent) was estimated from the forecasting curves (Fig. 3-24) in the
Shore Protection Manual and a maximum fetch length of about 25 miles (at
Monroe) for waves arriving from the southeast. This results in a required wind
speed to give this wave condition of about 52.5 miles per hour. Using this same
wind speed with the depth and fetch limited forecasting curves (Figs. 3-21 and 3-
22) and the conditions applicable to the Woodtick Peninsula yields an estimated
design wave height in the intake channel of 2.2 ft and a period of 2.5 seconds. In
general, these waves would not be limited by breaking at the design water level.

Breaking Wave Height and Refraction

A specified offshore wave height will be altered as it moves shoreward due
to the combined effects of shoaling and refraction and will eventually break as it
moves into very shallow water. Navigation charts indicate that water depths
are quite shallow in the immediate vicinity of the Woodtick Peninsula and that
one must go offshore nearly 2500 feet to encounter 6 foot depths when the lake
level is at the low water datum. Even with the additional depths due to the
assumed high water levels at the design condition, the largest waves that can be
generated at the site would be expected to break far offshore and thus not be a
factor in the development of a structure design. However, after breaking, these
waves will reform at a lower height, propagate towards shore where they will
break again as even lower depths are reached, and the process will be repeated
until the wave eventually reaches the shore.

There is a wide range of possible offshore wave heights (and corresponding
wave periods) that could possibly break in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
shore protection structure. What becomes of interest is the wave period that
will create the worst conditions with respect to the proposed design and this will
be associated with wave runup in the present application. Generally, the longer
the wave period, the higher will be the wave runup. Therefore, we should like
to know the maximum wave period that is reasonable to be expected and the
breaking wave height associated with it. From navigation charts, the water
depths (relative to low water datum) 1000 feet offshore are indicated to be only
about 1 foot. The nearshore slope is thus fairly flat and the water depths at any
proposed structure will be on the order of the design water level elevation above
the low water datum or about six ft. For relatively flat slopes, the breaking wave
height will be about 0.78 of the depth (Fig. 7-4, Shore Protection Manual) or
about 4.5 to 5 ft. In order to relate this to an offshore wave height, both wave
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shoaling and refraction must be considered. Considering only shoaling effects
and the relationships between possible offshore wave heights and period
expressed in the Resio and Vincent report yields a possible range of wave
periods of about 5 to 8 seconds.

Consideration of the effect of wave refraction will increase the bounds on
design wave periods somewhat. This is because an increase in wave height due
to refraction will result in a lower offshore wave height (and a correspondingly
smaller period) breaking at the structure and vice versa. Refraction analyses
were performed for the region offshore from the Woodtick Peninsula in order to
understand whether any focussing of wave energy through the effects of
refraction have been responsible for the locations where extensive erosion have
occurred on the Peninsula. The computer program described by Wilson (1966)
was used to generate refraction diagrams for different directions of wave
approach; an example plot of the computed wave propagation directions is given
in Fig. 2. Not only was there no indication of wave energy focus at the locations
of severe erosion, the effects of refraction are relatively minor in nearly all
instances, so this effect is not considered further.

Wave Runup

Wave runup is estimated from physical model tests of specific hydraulic
structures at the appropriate incident wave height and period. Therefore the
type of structure must be specified in addition to the wave and water level.
Information is available in the Shore Protection Manual for wave runup for the
following configurations; (1) quarrystone laid on a 1:1.5 (vertical:horizontal)
slope over an impermeable base, various water depths at structure toe; (2)
graded riprap on a 1:2 slope over an impermeable base for relatively large water
depths at the structure toe; and (3) rubble slopes over a permeable base at
various slopes and at relatively large water depths at the structure toe. None of
these correspond precisely to the conditions associated with the design
alternatives proposed below, so initial estimates of wave runup are only
approximate, at best. Nevertheless, using the different cases do not result in
significantly different predictions of wave runup and a rough estimate of wave
runup for the design wave condition was developed from these. Results
presented are wave runup relative to the still water level normalized by the
offshore wave height. In all cases mentioned above, the value of this ratio is
generally on the order of 1.0 to 1.3 for the design conditions prescribed. This
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results in estimated maximum wave runup on the order of 6-7 ft. When added
to the design still water level of 576 ft, the maximum height of a structure to
prevent significant overtopping is on the order of 582-583 ft. As a point of
comparison, the top of the lakeward dikes at Point Mouillee were specified to be
582.6 ft. From the annual inspection reports, there is no indication that there
has been any damage to the dikes associated with wave overtopping since the
construction of the facility in the mid 1970's. Short term water level variations
are projected to be somewhat higher at Toledo than at Point Mouillee (perhaps
as much as one foot) and thus it is expected that a similar maximum structure
elevation would be appropriate since the shallower depths off the Woodtick
Peninsula would not permit as large of waves from reaching the structure as
considered in the Point Mouillee design. Therefore, a crest design height of 583
ft will be used in the following projections of material volumes.

If a perimeter dike is constructed, the maximum wave runup on the intake
channel side would be much less due to the smaller incident wave height.
Therefore a lower crest elevation would be feasible and a crest elevation of 580
feet is selected as compatible with this reduced wave runup.

The selection of design conditions above has been made on the basis of
available information and is consistent with the design specifications at the
confined disposal facility at Point Mouillee. These estimates are regarded as
satisfactory for the purposes of defining preliminary design options to ascertain
the potential feasibility of various alternative approaches to protecting the
cooling water intake channel. However, prior to the definition of any final
alternatives, various issues, especially those associated with wave runup
should be investigated in more detail. This may well require the use of physical
model tests on a hydraulic model of the proposed structure in order to more
carefully define the crest elevation for the structure.

SHORE PROTECTION ALTERNATIVES
The four general types of shore protection systems that may be used are
* Seawalls or Bulkheads
*Groins
¢ Placement of fill in the nearshore region—sacrificial beach
*Revetments
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The relative merits of these will depend upon the specifics of the site, the wave
climate, and the intended use of the shoreline. These various aspects are
discussed in more detail below.

Seawalls present a solid defense to wave attack and are themselves
subjected to fairly substantial forces, especially in the presence of breaking
waves. The presence of wave breaking on the seawall produces fairly intense
turbulence at the structure and the tendency for littoral material in front of the
wall to be washed offshore. Therefore, there is generally no beach present in
front of the seawall except under conditions of very low lake levels. This is not
particularly conducive to the recreational use of a site or to the establishment
and growth of vegetation in the nearshore zone. It is primarily for these
reasons that this alternative in not considered to be compatible with the
intended use as a state game area. The construction of a seawall would also
increase the existing erosion rates unless it were constructed on the lakeward
side of the Woodtick Peninsula. An additional consideration is that the effective
life of a seawall is typically on the order of 15-25 years in the Great Lakes
environment. A new seawall must then be constructed, necessitating
disturbance of the nearshore zone.

Groin systems involve the placement of structures perpendicular to the
shoreline and extending through the surf zone. Typical structures include
sheetpile walls, timber planks or rock filled cribs, gabions, etc. Present design
practice is to extend the groins around 50 feet offshore and they must be spaced
on the order of three or four groin lengths apart in order to be effective. Their
intended function is to trap sand and other littoral material that ordinarily
migrates along the shoreline and in order to be effective, there must be an
adequate supply of littoral material or else the groins must be initially filled.
During the time that the groins are filling, the ordinary littoral transport along
the beach is interrupted and erosion is likely on the downdrift side of the groin
field. This latter consideration would not be too important if a groin field
extended along the entire Woodtick Peninsula since the direction of prevailing
littoral transport in this area of Lake Erie is north to south. At the southern end
of the peninsula, the shape of the shoreline should protect against erosion
problems to the south. However, the placement of groin fields in select locations
along only portions of the peninsula would accelerate shoreline recession to the
south of the individual groin fields. A major problem is with the lack of
significant littoral transport in this area of Lake Erie. Under those
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circumstances, fine littoral material may be lost offshore during major storm
events and the groins will fail to function as intended. A second problem is that
a proposal has been made to construct a jetty that extends 500 ft offshore just to
the north of the Consumer's Power property and south of Luna Pier. If this
jetty is constructed, the disruption of the littoral transport would render a groin
field even less effective. Even more importantly, this action may accelerate the
shoreline recession on the Woodtick Peninsula if no action is taken to protect it.
Finally, inspection of existing groin fields to the north of the Whiting plant on
May 25, 1989 raised some questions regarding their overall effectiveness in the
vicinity. Definite conclusions are not possible because the groins at Toledo
Beach Marina have only been in place since the summer of 1988 and those at
Luna Pier are very short and cannot possibly trap a significant amount of sand
in the highly reflective wave environment (large circular concrete caissons
along the shoreline). The southern groins at the Toledo Beach Marina have
been flanked on their shoreward end by wave action and the disruption of the
north to south littoral transport by the northernmost groins. That is, the lake
has actually reached the shoreward end of the groins and has eroded around
the end towards the north. The northernmost groins are backed by a revetment
along the shoreline and there is not so much of a problem in that portion of the
groin field.

Typical lives of groin systems vary somewhat with the type of construction
but the range given above for seawalls seems to be fairly representative of sheet
pile and timber groins.

Sacrificial beaches are placed in areas experiencing shoreline erosion
under the concept that the fill material will supply the necessary littoral
material that was previously obtained from the existing shoreline. A good
example in the State of Michigan is in the vicinity of New Buffalo Harbor in
Lake Michigan near the Indiana—Michigan border. Here the fill is placed to
replace the littoral drift (from north to south) that has been intercepted on the
north side of the jetty constructed at the harbor entrance. Long term shoreline
recession rates in this area have been estimated to be about 3 ft/year (Kubek, et
al , 1981). A variety of fill materials have been used, including the bypassing of
sand across the jetty and the disposal of dredged sand. However, the majority of
the fill has been a coarse sand and gravel mixture with size fractions up to
about 10 mm (Thompson, 1989). This is trucked in and dumped in the foreshore
zone. To date, a total of about 500,000 cubic yards of fill have been placed since
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1978 of which about 450,000 yards was the coarse sand and gravel. Even this
coarse material has been observed to have migrated to the south over half a mile
or so (Wright and Finley, 1988) and it is expected that supplemental additions of
fill will be required in the years ahead. It is becoming recognized that unless
the fill material is relatively coarse, much of it will be entrained into the littoral
drift and greater fill volumes will be required to maintain a given stretch of
shoreline.

One disadvantage to the sacrificial beach concept is the need for a periodic
maintenance program, as there has been almost annual activity at New
Buffalo. Also, even though there is no structure to be constructed, the
maintenance costs are not insignificant. The cost of trucking fill to New Buffalo
has been about $5.00/yd3 while dredging has cost between about $3.36 and
$12.00/yd3 (Thompson, 1989). The major difficulty associated with the Woodtick
Peninsula is that portions of it have already been breached and this would have
to be restored in some way before a sacrificial beach concept could be
implemented. No estimates are available regarding the volumes of material
required to rebuild the peninsula and to the maintenance fill volumes required,
but they are obviously quite substantial and the source of the required volume of
material might also be a significant problem. Given the initial volumes that
will be required along with the need for periodic placement of supplemental fill,
this option is not considered to be a viable one for the Woodtick Peninsula. As
noted above, the construction of a jetty to the north of the Woodtick Peninsula
would also increase the fill requirements for a sacrificial beach to be effective.

The final type of shore protection structure is a revetment. As previously
mentioned, the possibility of constructing a cement fly ash dike has been
considered. While this could serve as a revetment itself, there are indications
that such a structure would not be sufficiently stable in the surf zone (Michaud
and Bratcher, 1987) and this possibility is not considered to be feasible.
Therefore such a dike would need to be armored on the sides exposed to the lake.
The armor may be constructed from natural quarrystone, from manufactured
units, or from construction rubble (broken concrete from roadbeds, etc.). It is
presumed that there will be no adequate supply of the latter that would suffice to
construct a significant portion of a required revetment along the majority of the
Woodtick Peninsula. Generally the relative cost of the quarrystone and
manufactured units depends upon the haul distances necessary to obtain the
required stone, obviously with increasing costs with longer haul distances.
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There are several stone quarries in fairly close proximity to the Woodtick
Peninsula, so quarrystone will be the most financially feasible construction
material. The material available is a dolomitic limestone and has been used in
innumerable installations around the Great Lakes including the dike at the
Point Mouillee confined disposal facility and the revetment along the ash ponds
at the Whiting plant just to the north of the study site.

Revetments can generally be designed on the basis of one of two approaches;
the stone size is selected to be sufficiently large that it does not move under the
conditions of the design wave or else smaller stone size may be allowed with the
expectation that a certain fraction of the armor units will be displaced under the
influence of large waves. When applied to breakwater design, these two options
may be referred to as conventional or statically stable breakwaters and berm
breakwaters, respectively. The major difference between the two is in the size
and quantity of required material. The conventional design generally requires
the placement of at least two different layers of stone, a primary cover layer of
larger units laid over a secondary layer of smaller stone. The secondary layer
serves to break up some of the wave energy that passes through the relatively
large gaps in the primary armor. At the Point Mouillee dike, the primary
armor stones were specified to lie in the range of 1000 to 3000 lbs, although this
varies with location along the dike and some heavier stones were specified in
certain locations. The underlayer material was specified to be in the range of
150 to 400 lbs. The berm type of construction allows for a much smaller armor
unit, typically with characteristic size (length) of stone one-half the size of a
conventional armor unit or less. This makes the weight of the units about an
order of magnitude smaller than in the primary layer of a conventional
revetment and results in a situation where they may be readily moved under the
action of larger waves. The units thus rearrange under the action of waves
until they develop a more stable configuration associated generally with flatter
slopes on the breakwater face and consolidation of the stones into a nested
surface. This is a more recent design development (Wilkes, et al, 1988 and
Baird and Hall, 1987) and has seen increasing acceptance over the last decade.
In general berm breakwaters require a larger stone volume, but allow lower
unit placement costs, so the relative economics of the berm breakwater has been
a major factor in its increased utilization along with the lack of availability of
large stones in various locales. There are several installations on the open
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ocean, and in the Great Lakes, an installation for the breakwater at Racine,
Wisconsin was completed in 1986 (Baird and Hall, 1987 and Fairweather, 1987).

Advantages to either type of revetment construction is that the failure of a
shore protection system is much more incremental than for seawalls or groins.
It is much more feasible to perform periodic maintenance by the addition of
more stone at damaged sections. The berm type installation is more suitable in
this regard because of the more or less homogeneous nature of the installation
and the ease of placement of smaller stones.

Problems with conventional stone breakwaters include the fact that the
limestone tends to fracture relatively easily along bedding planes and this
"flaking" reduces the weight of the armor over a period of time to where it may
no longer be effective. Another problem is that the relatively large size of the
primary units results in a considerable amount of turbulence as the waves
impinge on the structure. This tends to result in the displacement of sand from
in front of the structure and a similar, but not quite as severe, condition
develops as for seawalls. This erosion of sand also causes the lower armor
units to gradually settle into the loosened sand at the toe of the structure unless
a mattress layer is placed at the toe of the structure. An additional problem is
that the large size of the armor unit (characteristic dimensions on the order of 3
ft for a 3000 1b armor stone) and the gaps between adjacent units makes it
difficult to walk on the revetment and diminishes the recreational value.

The breakup of the limestone would presumably be more severe for the berm
breakwater, since the movement of individual armor units would accentuate
the tendencies of the stone to fracture. At Racine, Wisconsin, it was observed
that a considerable amount of the smaller stone at the water line had fractured
only a short time after installation (Hofmeister, 1989). The construction
specifications called for the placement of 300 to 8000 lb stones and it has been
considered that if the lower end of the size range had been raised to 1000 lb, this
problem may not have been as extensive.

One observation from a number of physical model tests is that wave runup
is not as great on berm breakwaters compared to conventional breakwater
sections. This is due in large part to the flattened slope on the breakwater face,
since a conventional breakwater laid on a flatter slope also has less wave
runup. The flatter slopes on the berm breakwater face (as well as the
differences in the pore openings between individual stones) should also be much
less likely to result in a situation where significant scour at the toe of the
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structure occurs. In the present application, that would be desirable from the
standpoint of maintaining a more natural offshore bar system. Also, it would
be more reasonable to expect beach development in front of the structure during
low water periods. Finally, reduction in the stone size compared to a
conventional breakwater (along with the compaction or nesting of the individual
units) would make it more convenient to walk on or otherwise utilize in a
recreational sense.

For the particular application, it appears that the berm style of revetment
may have some significant advantages over a more conventional type of
revetment with considerably larger units. However, since more primary armor
stone will be required, there may be an increased installation cost; the next
section deals with this issue. An additional consideration is that since this type
of construction is relatively new, there are some unknowns regarding the
structure performance. A physical hydraulic model study should be conducted
to address some of these issues if this is the option selected for the final design.
The cost of such a study is insignificant with respect to the overall cost of this
project and would be warranted in order to avoid any unforseen difficulties that
may arise from the testing program.

DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

Following the above discussion, the only feasible alternative for the
protection of the cooling water intake channel is to construct some sort of
revetment of one of the types discussed above. It is recognized that economic
considerations may play a role in the final decision so several alternatives are
presented here. Only the general details of the design are presented herein.
The general alternatives are presented in Figures 3-6 as:

¢ Single dike — conventional armor stone with riprap protection on the
cooling water intake channel side;

¢ Single dike — berm type of revetment with riprap protection on the cooling
water intake channel side;

* Perimeter dike — conventional armor stone on the lakeward dike and
riprap protection on the cooling water intake channel side;

* Perimeter dike — berm type of revetment on the lakeward dike and riprap
protection on the cooling water intake channel side;

It appears possible that the wave activity in the cooling water intake
channel is insufficient to create significant erosion. This statement is based
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upon the fact that the dike surrounding The Nature Conservancy property on
the west side of the intake channel is unprotected and appears to have held up
well over the years. Therefore, the riprap protection on the intake channel side
may be unnecessary except for perhaps a short section at the southern end of
the peninsula. The estimated costs of the riprap are only a minor fraction of the
total materials costs so the deletion of it will not significantly alter the relative
economics of the various alternatives. A major consideration however is that
the perimeter dike concept would no longer be necessary as only a single dike
along the lakeward side of the peninsula would be sufficient to protect the
Woodtick Peninsula and the intake channel. The dike would be somwehat
longer because it would have to extend around the southern end of the
peninsula and possibly another thousand feet or so along the west side, but the
differences in total length will be relatively minor. This would result in roughly
the same costs for a dike that protects only the intake channel and one that
protects the peninsula as well. Should that concept be developed as a final
design alternative, this possibility will need to be explored in more detail.

The size of the conventional armor stone is selected on the basis of a
breaking wave height of 5 feet and the application of the Hudson equation (Shore
Protection Manual) with a Kq of 2.0. This results in a required unit weight of
armor stone of about 1200 lbs with individual units ranging from about 900 to
1500 lbs. A secondary layer with unit weights of about 200 1bs would have to be
placed between the primary layer and the core. Toe protection would have to be
provided at the offshore end of the structure and the size of these units depend
upon the depth of water in which the toe of the structure is located. In general,
they will be smaller than the primary layer. Finally, graded riprap with a unit
weight of about 125 lbs would be required to protect the cooling water intake
channel side of the dike(s). Depending upon the strength of the cement fly ash
core, the riprap could possibly be avoided, but this possibility is not considered in
the economic analysis presented below.

Berm revetment are typically constructed with ratios of Hg/(W/y)1/3 = 3-7
(Wilkes, et al, 1988) or sometimes even more with Hg the wave height, W the
weight of the unit and 1 the unit weight of the material. Using an incident
wave height of 5 feet yields an average required weight per unit in the range of
60 to 750 lbs. As a basis for comparison, Racine Harbor used stones in the range
of 300 to 8000 lbs for a design wave height of 14.5 feet. Because the design wave
height is only about one-third of that at Racine Harbor, the required weight of
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stone will be nearly a factor of 25 less for the same degree of protection.
Therefore, an average stone weight for a berm revetment need only be about the
weight of the secondary layer of a conventional revetment. Only one layer need
be constructed and the required volume must be sufficient so that waves do not
remove stone all the way back to the revetment core. This is established in a
preliminary fashion by simply assuming that the berm material rearranges
itself to a final slope of 1:4 (vertical:horizontal). Actual findings from installed
berm breakwaters and physical model tests indicate that this slope is only found
near the water level and steeper slopes remain elsewhere.

If the top of the dike were suitably protected, more overtopping of the dike
would be permitted with the single dike arrangement than with the perimeter
dike since the revetment would also be protected on the back side. This would
allow water to pass over the top of the dike into the intake channel during the
extremely infrequent design storm. A perimeter dike would need to avoid this.

COST ESTIMATES

Estimates of the costs of installing a shore protection system are described
in this section. Following the discussion of the previous section, only a
revetment type of system is considered. The following options are considered:

* The relative costs of a conventional versus a berm type of construction;

* The relative costs of a single dike (to protect the intake channel) versus a
perimeter dike to protect the entire Woodtick Peninsula; and

* The relative costs of a cement, fly ash core versus a more conventional
construction material. It is also noted that in the companion report to this one
that an option explored in the materials testing was the use of an Elastizell
mixture to produce a lightweight core with a dry density of 40 1b/ft3 (a foaming
agent is added to the mixture to increase the void ratio). This will change both
the material requirements and construction costs.

In order to perform the analysis, certain assumptions were made in order to
generate estimates of required construction material volumes. These are listed
as follows:

— The base elevation of the structure is at 568.6 ft or at the low water datum.
This assumption will have a significant effect on the overall cost of the
structure, but the differences between various alternatives will be relatively
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minor. If a subsurface investigation turns up relatively poor sois under the
site, the height of the dike may be a critical feature of the design.

— The cement fly ash core to the dike has a dry unit weight of 80 lb/ft3.
Furthermore, it will have side slopes of 1:2 (vertical:horizontal) and a top width
of 20 feet to facilitate its function as a haul road during construction activities.

— The crest elevation of the dike will be 583 ft if a single dike is constructed
or along the lakeward side for a perimeter dike. The crest elevation along the
protected side of a perimeter dike will be 580 ft.

— The volume of armor stone required in a berm revetment will be that
required to produce a 1 vertical : 4 horizontal slope along the entire face of the
revetment with a double layer of armor remaining at the top of the dike. This is
probably over-conservative and actual required volumes may be less in a final
design.

Unit Costs

Unit cost estimates were generated from a variety of sources and are to be
taken as preliminary estimates only. However, they should be sufficiently
accurate to provide a means of distinguishing between the relative costs of the
various alternatives.

The cost of armor stone was obtained from several sources. The armor
layer of stone for a conventional breakwater will generally cost considerably
more to install because of the larger size. At Racine Harbor in Wisconsin, the
estimated cost of construction with a conventional breakwater indicated a unit
cost of about $30.00/ton (Fairweather, 1987). The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
confined disposal facility at Point Mouillee had an estimated cost of $23.00/ton
for 1-2 ton stones (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1974). However this was over
ten years ago that this estimate was made and it would need to be adjusted
upwards to account for price inflation. Finally, an engineering consultant
estimated a unit cost of about $40.00/ton (Armstrong, 1989) from previous
experience in installing revetments. Accordingly, the unit cost used in the
estimates is $35.00/ton including the cost of the material plus the placement.

The costs associated with the secondary layer, toe protection, riprap for the
landward side of the dike, and the berm construction material are expected to be
comparable and a single unit cost was used for all of these. A local contractor
(Benson, 1989) indicated that stones in the range of 500 to 1000 pounds could be
delivered to the site for a unit cost of $14.72/ton and that smaller stone might be
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a little less expensive. The unit costs at Racine Harbor were estimated at $13.80
for the berm breakwater (Fairweather, 1987). The unit cost used in the
estimates presented below is $17.50/ton for material and placement.

If a fly ash dike were not to be used in the construction, a dike would still
have to be constructed of some other material in its place. Possibilities will
include the use of clay (as at Point Mouillee) or crushed rock. The choice would
be largely dictated by the supply of suitable materials. If a conventional
revetment were to be constructed, it might prove more economical to place the
larger armor stones from the lake and the size of the core could possibly be
reduced. In the case of the berm revetment construction, it is presumed that
equivalent types of construction (a dump and push method) would be used
independent of the core material and that a similar revetment core would be
required in both cases. The unit cost of alternate material to construct the core
is placed at $10.00/ton, but this could possible be decreased if a supply of
material were available from a short haul distance.

Construction of the cement fly ash core will have two associated costs. The
primary cost will be associated with the construction of a plant to process the fly
ash and the placement costs. Estimates indicate that if the fly ash does not have
to be handled twice to dry it out, processing costs would run about $4-5/ton and
the placement costs about another $2-3/ton (Adams, 1989). Costs are estimated
at about $15/ton if the material must be processed and handled as a slurry.
Since this is assumed to be a minor component of the total construction volume,
a single unit cost of $10.00/ton was assigned for the construction of the cement
fly ash dike. An additional cost is a negative cost associated with the
presumption that there is a cost associated with alternate disposal of the fly ash.
Gary Dawson of Consumers Power Company suggested a unit cost of $10.00/yd3
during the preliminary phases of this project. It can be recognized that if this is
a realistic estimate that this benefit will largely offset the cost of the core
construction. Even with a unit cost of half this value, the fly ash core will be the
most attractive option. In the estimated costs presented below, this benefit is not
considered.

If the Woodtick Peninsula were to be restored by the construction of a
perimeter dike, fill sand would need to be delivered to the site and thus it could
serve as a confined disposal facility. It is presumed that there could be negative
costs associated with the dike construction attributable to this since it may be
more economical, for example, to dispose of dredgings from the navigation
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channel at Toledo at this site than to barge it to an open lake facility. At the
present time, it is not clear that this is a possible alternative from a regulatory
point of view. Some estimates have been made for the City of Toledo of costs
associated with this type of disposal (Hull,1988). This report estimates the
difference in costs (independent of any environmental mitigation, recreational
benefits, etc.) for disposal of a cubic yard of dredged material to be on the order
of $0.50 with the advantage to disposal on the Woodtick Peninsula as compared
to open lake dumping. The capacity for disposal of dredged material on the
Woodtick Peninsula was estimated at six million cubic yards. Therefore, the
use of the peninsula as a confined disposal facility could be considered to
partially offset the increased costs of a perimeter dike. Again, this is not
entered in the estimated costs below.

There are additional costs associated with any completed project that have
not been considered. Associated with the construction would be the engineering
design/specification and the costs of foundation preparation. These should be
relatively comparable for the various options (although foundation preparation
for a perimeter dike will be more than for a single dike) and will not have a
major influence on the relative costs of the various options. Because the soil
conditions under the peninsula are so uncertain, there is no useful way to make
a reasonable estimate of any site preparation costs. Additional benefits to the
project will be associated with recreational, fisheries, etc. values associated
with the Woodtick Peninsula. Additionally,the protection of the Nature
Conservancy property by such a system should also be considered as a benefit.
These are issues for which it is often difficult to establish reasonable cost
estimates, and this is not attempted herein, but they should be considered in the
overall project feasibility.

Estimated Construction Costs

The constructions costs of several different options are listed in Tables 1 and
2. As discussed above, each of the designs is placed on a common basis (i.e.
considering the same design wave and water level, base elevation, etc.)

The relative costs of the conventional versus berm type of revetment appear
to be clearly in favor of the berm type of construction. This is mainly due to the
greater unit costs of placing the primary armor layer and the requirement for
both layers in the conventional design. Because of the relatively shallow depths,
the berm revetment does not require a significantly greater total amount of
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armor stone. The actual volume that would need to be required should be
established with a hydraulic model study of the berm behavior under the action
of waves, and it is possible that even smaller construction volumes will be
required for the berm revetment.

The relatively low cost of the additional (intake channel side) core makes the
cost of the perimeter dike nearly as economical as the single dike along the
intake channel. This is due to the fact that the dikes only need to be protected on
the side exposed to water, so the total protected length is approximately the
same in both cases and armor stone requirements will not be significantly
altered. Especially if there is some net benefit attributed to the use of fly ash as a
construction material, the cost of the perimeter dike can be largely offset.
Therefore any additional benefits to be derived from protecting the Woodtick
Peninsula would likely offset the additional construction costs and this option
should be carefully considered.
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Table 1. Summary of Unit Costs for Various Components of Revetment System.

Component Total Volume Unit Cost Total Cost
Core of Lakeside Dike 1.2 x 107 t3 $10.00/ton 48M
Core of Dike along 8.2 x 106 ft3 $10.00/ton 3.3 M
intake channel

Primary Armor Stone 140,000 tons $35.00/ton 49 M
Conventional Revetment

Secondary Armor Stone 150,000 tons $17.50/ton 26 M
Conventional Revetment

Armor Stone 230,000 tons $17.50/ton 4.0M
Berm Revetment

riprap, intake channel 31,000 tons $17.50/ton 0.5M
Notes:

Porosity of all stone fills assumed to be 37 %

Dry unit weight of cement fly ash core assumed to be 80 1b/ft3
Crest elevation of lakeward dike = 583.0 ft

Crest elevation of shoreward dike = 580.0 ft

Base elevation of dikes = 568.6 ft
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Table 2. Summary of Estimated Construction Costs of Various Shore

Protection Alternatives.

Alternative Components Total Cost
Single Dike, Fly ash core, Primary and $129 M
Conventional Revetment  secondary stone layers,

riprap revetment
Perimeter Dike, Fly ash core perimeter dikes $16.2 M
Conventional Revetment  Primary and secondary stone layers,

riprap revetment
Single Dike, Fly ash core, $9.4 M
Berm Revetment single stone layer,

riprap revetment
Perimeter Dike, Fly ash core perimeter dikes $12.7 M
Berm Revetment single stone layer,

riprap revetment

Notes:

Potential economic benefit of dredge spoil disposal not included in cost estimates

Engineering, site preparation costs not included in estimates

Economic costs/benefits of environmental/recreational etc. factors not included in cost estimates

Length of Woodtick Peninsula to be protected assumed to be 3.2 miles
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UTILIZATION OF STABILILIZED COAL FLY ASH
IN A PROTECTIVE STRUCTURE FOR THE WHITING
PLANT INTAKE CHANNEL

SUMMARY

The physical and engineering properties of cement stabililized fly ash
from the ash disposal pond at Consumer Power Company's Whiting plant
were investigated. The Whiting Plant is located near Monroe, Michigan,
at the north end of Maumee Bay, on Lake Erie. The purpose of these
tests was to ascertain the feasibility of using the fly ash as part of an
offshore structure to protect the J.R. Whiting plant intake channel and
possibly to rebuild the Woodtick Peninsula which adjoins the Whiting
Plant. The peninsula partially protects both the water intake channel
to the Whiting Plant and also the adjoining Erie State Game area and
Nature Conservancy Marsh Preserve to the west. The peninsula has
been breached and eroded by wave action over the years, and unless
repaired, will cease to function as an effective storm barrier.

A series of exploratory borings were made in the Whiting Plant ash
disposal pond in order to characterize the spatial distribution of ash
properties. Samples from various depths and locations in the pond
were analyzed for their grain size distribution, specific gravity of
solids, loss on ignition, and water content. With the exception of
samples from the boring in the northernmost area of the pond, the ash
was relatively uniform in its index and engineering properties. The ash
tended to become slightly coarser in the northern half of the pond, but
otherwise there was little spatial variation in physical properties. As
a result of these findings all ash samples, with the exception of the
northernmost boring, were composited and mixed together into a single
batch for testing.

Based on these preliminary tests the Whiting Plant fly ash can be
considered as a typical Class F fly ash with index properties that fall
in the mid range of fly ash properties reported in the technical litera-
ture. The average particle (Dsg) size was 0.03 mm, the average speci-
fic gravity (Gg) of solids was 2.32; the average coefficient of unifor-
mity (Cy) was 9.4; and the average loss on ignition (LOIl) was 9.5 %.

Two basic types of cement stabilized fly ash mixtures were tested; a
compacted and cast (flowable) mix respectively. The compacted
samples were compacted to 90 and 100 percent relative compaction
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based on the Modified ASHTO test. The maximum dry density based on
the Modifed Test ranged from 78 to 85 pcf depending on the cement
content and compactive effort. The cast samples were mixed at two
different water contents or consistencies--a "wet" mix corresponding
to maximum slump and a "stiff" mix with negligible slump. Cement
contents ranged from 6 to 15 percent on a dry weight of solids basis.
In addition, a fly ash mix with 20 percent by weight cement was also
tested that employed a foaming agent to produce a lightweight sample
with a cast density of approximately 40 pcf.

The cement stabilized fly ash mixes were tested for strength,
durability, and resistance to frost heave. Both 7-and 28-day strengths
tended to be directly proportional to the amount of cement added. At a
15 % cement content, compacted samples exhibited 7-day, unconfined
pressive strengths in excess of 500 psi. The unconfined compressive
strength of cast samples was about half that of the compacted ash
samples at equivalent cement contents. Strengths increased signifi-
cantly with time indicating good reactivity between the fly ash and
cement inspite of the relatively high unburned carbon content. The
compacted samples exhibited higher strengths but were more suscep-
tible to frost heaving. The low density, cast sample with the foaming
agent had the lowest strength but was also the least affected by frost.
The durability of all cement stabilized samples tested was excellent
with very little strength degradation occuring after vacuum saturation.
The latter simulates repeated cycles of wet-dry and freeze-thaw.

Triaxial compression tests were run on both cement stabilized, com-
pacted as well as cast samples. Measured friction angles in drained
triaxial tests on cast samples of fly ash stabilized with 9 % by weight
Portland cement ranged from 29 to 43 degrees. Cementing action
produced cohesions in these same sample ranging from 19 to 28 psi.

Preliminary stability analyses were run on a hypothetical, stone
armored fly ash embankment placed over the residual sediments that
comprise the present day Woodtick Peninsula. In the absence of
detailed stratigraphic information and strength data for the underlying
sediments it was necessary to make assumptions about this data and to
conduct a sensitivity analysis. The analyses show that mass stability
is controlled by the strength of underlying peat layers.  Acceptable
factors of safety can be achieved provided the peat has a minimum
undrained strength of at least 300 psf and/or provided a lightweight
embankment fill is constructed. Follow on analyses based on detailed
field borings should be conducted to corroborate this assessment.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Scope and Objectives

Fly ash excavated from the diked disposal area of Consumer
Power Company's Whiting plant was tested for its suitability as
structural fill material for possible use in an armored, offshore
dike. The main purpose of this structure is to protect the intake
channel of the Whiting plant and to allow for the possibility of
rebuilding/reclaiming the Woodtick Peninsula.

A laboratory testing program was undertaken to determine the
index and engineering properties of the fly ash and the effectiveness
of Portland cement additions on various engineering properties such
as strength, durability, and frost heave resistance. Both compacted
and cast ("flowable") fly ash-cement mixes were tested.

In addition to the laboratory tests preliminary mass stability
analyses were carried out on a hypothetical armored, fly ash dike
resting atop the sediments that comprise the present day Woodtick
Peninsula. These analyses were conducted to evaluate potential
stability problems that may arise from the presence of weak,
compressible peat layers that underlie the peninsula.

1.2 Backaground Information

The Woodtick Peninsula is a narrow strip of land , about 3.2
miles long, that juts out into Maumee Bay in western Lake Erie as
shown in Figure 1. The peninsula has been eroded and breached in
numerous locations as a result of wave action and high lake levels.
The peninsula protects the water intake channel that supplies
Consumer Power's Whiting plant and also acts as a storm barrier
that protects the Erie State Game Area and Nature Conservancy Erie
Marsh Preserve to the west.

Several alternatives have been suggested (U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, 1982) for preserving or restoring the Woodtick Peninsula.
An alternative that has been presented as perhaps the best solution
is to prevent or inhibit further erosion by rebuilding the peninsula.
This alternative opens up the possibility of using fly ash for this
purpose. The fly ash is readily available from the nearby Whiting
power plant. The idea is to use stabilized fly ash to construct the
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central core of an armored, offshore dike that would be placed atop
what remains of the Woodtick Peninsula.

1.3 Literature Review

The erosional history and various management alternatives for
Woodtick Peninsula are discussed in a report prepared by the U.S.
Army Engineer Detroit District (1982). The report concluded that
the peninsula is a natural barrier which protects an area of eco-
logical and cultural significance. Furthermore, the report also con-
cluded that the Woodtick Peninsula would be largely destroyed by
1985 if then elevated lake levels persisted and no action was taken.
Among the possible alternative actions considered was a peninsula
rebuilding program to inhibit further erosion and threats to the
intake channel and wetlands to the west. The use of fly ash
contained within riprap protected dikes/levees was mentioned as a
possibility in this regard.

Lime and cement stabilized fly ash has been used successfully
as a structural, embankment fill in a number of applications (DiGioia
and Nuzzo, 1972; GAIl Consultants, 1986). None of these structural
fills has been placed, however, in offshore waters subjected to wave
action and extreme climatic conditions. Michaud & Bratcher (1987)
describe the feasibility of using masonry-type blocks containing fly
ash, aggregate and cement to create artificial offshore reefs.
Results of their studies indicate that with proper stabilization and
appropriate placement location (e.g., out of the wave and ice scour
environment), fly ash block reefs can be constructed that retain
physical and chemical stability in an in-lake environment.

The engineering properties and behavior of compacted and cast,
cement stabilized fly ash have been reported by a number of investi-
gators (Gray and Lin, 1972; Funston et al,, 1984; DiGioia et al.,1986).
The characteristics and index properties of fly ashes have been
summarized by MclLaren and DiGioia (1987) based on an exhaustive
analysis of findings reported in the technical literature. They
calculated the average and range of values for key physical and
engineering parameters such as median grain size, coefficient of
uniformity, specific gravity of solids, maximum dry density, etc.
Their calculations were based on test results reported for 131 Class
"F" and 26 Class "C" fly ashes.
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The feasibility of using a Class "F" ash with a fairly high LOI
of 7.3 as a base course beneath a highway pavement was reported by
Gray et al., 1988. Mix design and compaction specifications were
developed in this case for an aggregate free, cement stabilized fly
ash road base. A high degree of durability and resistance to frost
heave is required in such an application because of the proximity of
the base course to the surface and exposure to freezing
temperatures.

2.0 IN-SITU INDEX PROPERTIES OF PONDED FLY ASH

2.1 Subsurface Investigation

A total of sixteen (16) test borings were performed in the
Whiting Plant ash ponds in order to identify the character and
thickness of the fly ash deposit and to ascertain the spatial
variation in physical properties of the ash. The layout of the ash
ponds and location of the borings are noted in Figure 2. Bagged
samples of fly-ash from each of the borings were delivered to the
Civil Engineering Department geotechnical engineering laboratory at
the University of Michigan for later testing.

Ash samples were recovered at regular 5-foot intervals by
means of split-barrel samplers. These samples were logged and
saved for physical characterization of the ash. Details of the
subsurface investigation and boring program are described in a
separate report prepared by Materials Testing Consultants (1988).
Laboratory tests performed on the fly-ash samples recovered from
specific boring locations and depths included grain size distribution,
water content, loss on ignition, specific gravity of solids, and dry
unit weight.

2.2 Spatial Variation in Ash Properties

A major concern in the subsequent testing program conducted
at the University of Michigan was the possibility of a wide variation
in physical properties of the ash depending upon location in the pond.
Such a variance would have greatly complicated the subsequent
engineering testing program and interpretation of results. It was
hoped that the variation in physical properties would be minimal and
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that the bagged ash samples from each boring could be composited
and mixed together into a single batch for testing.

The various physical properties of the ash, e.g., specific
gravity, water content, LOIl, median grain size, etc., were plotted as
a function of depth and boring location. These plots are collected
together in the Appendix. In general the physical properties of the
ash did not vary greatly from location to location. Certain trends
emerged from this analysis with regard to spatial variation in
physical properties with location and depth.gyAs expected samples
were drier near the surface. There also appeared to be a slight
difference between samples from the northern vs. the southern
borings. Properties of samples from the northernmost boring (No.1)
appeared to be anomalous with regard to the rest of the borings.
Water contents were considerably lower, specific gravity of solids
higher, and loss-on-ignition values also higher.

The observed north vs. south trend in ash properties next
prompted a two-group analysis. The north end borings (Nos. 2-7, 13,
& 16) were grouped together and likewise, the south end borings
(Nos. 8-12, 14, & 15). The northernmost boring (No. 1) was excluded
from these groupings because of the anomalous properties noted
previously. A boring average was calculated for each physical
property of interest. These averages are shown plotted in Figures 3
through 7. A combined average and standard deviation was also
computed for the north and south borings respectively. These
results are summarized in Table 1.

The composition of the fly ash from the north and south parts
of the pond are quite similar. With the exception of water content
the average value of each physical property for one boring area falls
within a standard deviation of the average value for a physical
property from the other boring area. The north boring samples are
on average slightly coarser and drier. The north borings also have
slightly higher density when compacted and lower optimum water
content.

Based on the above findings a decision was made to initially
composite the bagged samples from the borings into two test
batches. Batch #1 comprised bag samples from the north end
borings (Nos. 2-7, 13, & 16) and Batch #2, samples from the south
end borings (Nos. 8-12, 14, & 15). Bag samples from the northern-
most boring (No. 1) were excluded from these batches because of
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their anomalously high LOI and Gs coupled with an extremely low
water content.

Averages of physical properties together with standard
deviations calculated by McLaren and DiGiocia (1987) based on their
analysis of test results reported for 131 Class F fly ashes are also
listed in Table 1. A comparison of results shows that the fly ash
from the Whiting plant ash pond is a typical Class F fly ash. The
property averages for the Whiting plant ash are very close to the
combined averages computed for all Class F ashes. A slight
exception to this finding is the observation that the Whiting plant
fly ash is better graded with an average Cy of approximately 9.5 vs
5.5 for all Class F ashes.

3.0 FLY ASH MIXES TESTED

3.1 Mix Pr ration-General

Preliminary moisture-density and strength tests were run on
compacted, cement treated samples of fly ash from both the
northern (Batch #1) and southern (Batch #2) borings to determine if
slight differences in physical properties from these two areas (see
Table 1) might affect strength. Minor differences were observed in
compaction behavior for untreated samples of the ash. On the other
hand, no significant differences were observed in strength of cement
treated samples; accordingly, both batches were composited and
mixed into a single batch for the remainder of the tests.

Cement additions ranging from 6 to 15 percent by weight of
dry solids were used in the laboratory testing program. The cement
used was Type | Portland cement from the Dundee Cement Company,
Dundee, Michigan. Fly ash, cement, and water were mixed together
using a heavy duty, variable speed food mixer shown in Figure 10.
Past work (Gray et al., 1989) has shown that the degree of mix
uniformity strongly affects the strength and durability of com-
pacted, cement-stabilized fly ash. Lack of good mix uniformity
and/or adequate dispersion of the cement will result in lower
strengths. Mixing the cement and fly ash dry followed by additional
mixing after addition of water give the best results. Preliminary
dry mixing appears to disperse the cement thoroughly throughout the
mixture.



Figure 8. Heavy duty, variable speed food mixer used to mix fly
ash, cement, and water in laboratory.

3.2 Compacted Samples

Samples were compacted in the laboratory by impact
compaction. In order to minimize the volume of ash and
accommodate all the samples that were required for moisture-
density and strength testing specimens were prepared in a Harvard
miniature mold with a volume of 62.4 cm3. The height of these
specimens was 2.84 inches and the diameter, 1.30 inches. The
samples were compacted using an effort equivalent to the Modified
Proctor test. The miniature specimens had the same density as the
larger, conventional Proctor specimens provided they were
compacted in 5 layers using 35 blows/layer and a 1.13-Ib tamper.
Specimens for the frost heave tests were compacted in conventional
4-inch high by 4-inch diameter molds.

3.23 Cast (flowable) Samples

Cast samples were mixed and formed without compaction.
Two different consistencies were employed, namely a "wet" and
"stiff” mix respectively. The wet mix had a liquid-like consistency
that could be poured into a form or mold whereas the stiff mix had a
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consistency that required pushing or rodding to form or mold it. The
corresponding slump of the "stiff" mix was negligible. Two-inch
diameter by 4-inch high molds were used to form the cast samples
for strength tests. The molds were placed atop a porous stone
during casting in order to drain off excess water. Four-inch
diameter cardboard tubes were used for casting the samples for the
frost heave tests. Photos of the various molds and tampers used for
compacting and casting fly ash samples respectively are shown in
Figures 9 and 10.

3.3 Ely Ash-Elastizell mpl

A limited number of tests were run on samples of fly ash and
cement containing an air entraining or foaming agent. The samples
formed in this manner are identified as Elastizell samples after the
proprietary name of the process. A mixture of 20 percent cement
and 80 percent fly ash by weight was used for this purpose. The
cement employed in this case was high early strength Type lli
Portland cement from the Dundee Cement Co. The Elastizell samples
were vesicular in composition and had densities that were
considerably lower than either the compacted or conventional cast
samples. The density of the Elastizell samples averaged around 40
pcf. and they were cast in 3-inch diameter by 6-inch high cylinders.

4.0 LABORATORY TEST PROCEDURES

41 General

Both physical and engineering property tests were performed
on the pond ash from the Whiting Plant. The physical properties of
the ash such as specific gravity, grain size analysis, in-situ water
content, and loss-on-ignition were determined in advance on boring
samples recovered from various depths and locations in the ash
ponds (Materials Testing Consultants, 1988). Average physical
properties of the Whiting plant ash are summarized in Table 1.

The following engineering tests were performed on the ash and
ash-cement mixes in the geotechnical engineering laboratory at the
University of Michigan:

1. Moisture-Density Relationship . . . .. ... .. ASTM D1557
2. Unconfined Compression . .............. ASTM D2166
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Figure 9. Compaction molds--conventional 4-inch diameter and
miniature 1.3-inch diameter molds and tamper used to
compact fly ash/cement mixes.

Figure 10. Casting molds--4-inch diameter cardboard tubes and 2-
iInch diameter acrylic molds and porous stone used to
cast fly ash/cement mixes.
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3. Vacuum Saturation (Durability) ......... ASTM C593
4. Triaxial Compression. .. ............... ASTM  -----
5. FrostHeave ........................... BRRL LR90

Standard ASTM testing procedure was followed in all cases except
for the frost heave test for which there is presently no ASTM stan-
dard. A frost heave test developed by Croney and Jacobs (1967) for
the British Road Research Laboratory (BRRL) was adopted instead.

4.2 Moisture-Density Relationship

The moisture-density relationship of the ash was determined
for both the ash itself and also on fly-ash cement mixtures.
Strength tests were subsequently conducted on fly ash/cement
samples compacted at their optimum moisture content as
determined from these compaction tests.

4.2 Unconfined Compression Tests

Unconfined compression tests were used to evaluate the
response of the fly ash to cement treatment and were also used in
conjunction with vacuum saturation to determine durability.
Unconfined compressive strength was measured on cement treated
samples after a 7- and 28-day moist cure respectively. A photo of
an unconfined compression test in progress is shown in Figure 11.

4.3 Triaxial Compression Tests

Drained triaxial tests were run on selected cement treated fly
ashes in order to determine the influence of cement on the shear
strength parameters. Tests were run on both compacted and cast
samples. The samples were first saturated before running the tests.
A photo of a triaxial compression test set up is shown in Figure 12.

4.4 Vacuum Saturation Procedure

A vacuum saturation procedure developed by Dempsey and
Thompson (1973) was adopted to investigate the durability of
cement treated fly ash samples. Vacuum saturation simulates the
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Figure 11.  Unconfined compression test on compacted, flyash-
cement sample.

Figure 12. Triaxial compression testing apparatus showing loading
frame and confining pressure cell.
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effects of repeated cycles of wet-dry and freeze-thaw. The loss of
unconfined compressive strength following vacuum saturation
provides a measure of durability. The procedure calls for evacuating
the samples at a specified vacuum for one hour in a vacuum
dessicator and then introducing de-aired, distilled water into the
aessicator. The samples are completely inundated and allowed to
soak for an hour before testing in unconfined compression. A photo
of the apparatus for vacuum saturation is shown in Figure 13.

Figure 13. Vacuum saturation apparatus used for evacuating
samples and inundating them in distilled water

4.5 Frost Heave Tests

A frost heave test developed by the British Road Research
Laboratory (Croney and Jacobs (1967) was adopted for this study.
In this test compacted samples are exposed to freezing tempera-
tures (-170C) at their tops while their bottoms are in contact with
unfrozen water at 4°C. The amount of heave is recorded daily.
According to criteria developed by BRRL a soil is regarded as non-
frost susceptible if the heave in a 4-inch high compacted sample
does not exceed 0.5 inches (12.7 mm) after 10 days. Photos of the
frost cabinet and ancillary apparatus are shown in Figures 14 & 15
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5.0 LABORATORY TEST RESULTS AND FINDINGS
5.1 Moisture-Density Relationships

Moisture-density curves for compacted samples of ash from
the north and south areas of the Whiting ash ponds (Batch #1 and #)
are shown plotted in Figure 16. Maximum dry densities at 100
percent compactive effort based on the Modified Proctor test ranged
from 80 to 85 pcf. The corresponding optimum water contents
ranged from 24 to 26 percent (dry weight basis). Densities for the
ash from the northern end of the ash pond (Batch #1) were slightly
higher than the southside.

The addition of cement tended to increase compacted density
as shown in Figure 17. The density increased by as much as 5 pcf at
a maximum cement content of 15 percent. The optimum water
content was not much affected.

The final dry densities of the cast samples were less than
those of the compacted samples. Final dry densities ranged from 70
to 80 pcf. The cast samples were formed at two different water
contents or consistencies referred to herein as a "wet" and "stiff"
mix respectively. The moulding water content of the wet mix was
typically about 60 % by wt. and that of the "stiff" mix about 36 %.
The corresponding slump of these two mixes was 12 and 0 inches
respectively based on a standard concrete slump cone test. The
moulding water contents and final dry densities for the cast
samples at different cement contents are listed in Tables 2 and 3.

5.2 Compressive Strength

On the basis of preliminary strength tests a decision was made
to composite the two batches of ash from the north and south ends
of the Whiting ash pond. All subsequent test results pertain to a
single, composited ash (exclusive of the ash from Boring#1).
Unconfined compressive strength of all samples was measured in
replicate. A graphical presentation of the replicated tests are
collected in Appendix 2 along with tabular summaries of all strength
tests. Replication was excellent particularly for the cast samples.

The average (of two replications) 7-day, unconfined com-
pressive strength for compacted and cast ash samples are shown
plotted versus cement content in Figures 18 and 19 respectively.
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TABLE 2. MOULDING WATER CONTENTS AND FINAL DRY UNIT WEIGHTS.
CAST SAMPLES - "WET" MIX, 7-DAY CURE.

TRIAL 1 TRIAL 2 AVER AGE
CEMENT
CONTENT WATER DRY WATER DRY WATER DRY
(% OF CONTENT | UNIT WT. CONTENT | UNITWT. CONTENT | UNITWT.

DRY SOLID) (%) (pef) (%) (pef) (%) (pef)

6 60.1 : 59.3 59.7

9 59.7 59.7 59.7
12 61.2 70.1 61.2 69.3 61.2 69.7
15 60.0 60.0 69.9 60.0 69.9

TABLE 3. MOULDING WATER CONTENTS AND FINAL DRY UNIT WEIGHTS.

CAST SAMPLES - "STIFF" MIX, 7-DAY CURE.
TRIAL 1 TRIAL 2 AVER AGE
CEMENT
CONTENT WATER DRY WATER DRY WATER DRY
(% OF CONTENT | UNITWT. CONTENT | UNIT WT. CONTENT | UNITWT.

DRY SOLID) (%) (pcf) (%) (pef) (%) (pct)
6 37.9 76.7 37.9 76.5 37.9 76.6
9 37.1 78.3 37.1 77.7 37.1 78.0
12 36.8 79.8 36.8 79.3 36.8 79.5
15 36.7 80.7 36.7 80.2 36.7 80.4
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Figure 16. Moisture-density relationships for the Whiting plant ash
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Figure 19. Average, 7-day unconfined compressive strenth for
cast samples of Whiting plant ash.
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Compactive effort had little or no effect on strength of cement
treated compacted fly ash except at cement contents exceeding 12
percent. In contrast, the stiff cast mix with its higher density was
about twice as strong as the wet cast mix at equivalent cement
contents.

The results of strength tests on all samples--cast and
compacted--are shown in Figure 20 for comparison. Compacted
samples were stronger. 7-day strengths at 15 percent cement
ranged from 150 to 650 psi for the cast and compacted samples
respectively.

Longer curing times significantly increased the unconfined
compressive strength of the fly ash-cement samples. The influence
of curing time on compacted and cast samples is shown in Figures
21 through 24. A 28-day cure moist cure resulted in strength
increases as high as 100 percent in some cases relative to the
standard 7-day cure.

5.3 Durabili

Strength loss after vacuum saturation provides a measure of
durability or resistance to repeated freeze-thaw and wet-dry
cycles. A comparison of "as compacted” (or cast) vs. "vacuum
saturated" strengths is shown in Figures 25 through 28. Very litile
if any strength loss was observed. In fact, in the case of the com-
pacted samples vacuum saturation actually resulted in a slight
increase in strength in some instances relative to the "as com-
pacted" condition. This finding appears anomalous and no ready
explanation comes to mind.

The results of durability tests on the Elastizell-fly ash
samples, which contain 20 percent by weight Type IlI Portland
cement, are plotted along with the results of the cast samples in
Figures 27 an 28. The compressive strength of the Elastizell-fly ash
samples is considerably lower than the cast samples; they also
exhibited some strength loss upon vacuum saturation. It should be
noted, however, that the Elasticell-fly ash samples also have much
lower densities--on the order of 40 pcf--compared to 70 to 75 pcf
for the conventional cast samples.
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Figure 24. Effect of curing time on compressive strength of cast
fly ash-cement samples ("stiff" mix).
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Figure 25. Effect of vacuum satn. on comp. strength of fly ash-
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Figure 26. Effect of vacuum satn. on comp. strength of fly ash-
cement samples compacted to 90 % relative compaction.
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Figure 27. Effect of vacuum saturation on compressive strength of
cast fly ash-cement samples ("wet" mix).
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Figure 28. Effect of vacuum saturation on compressive strength of
cast fly ash-cement samples ("stiff" mix).
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4. Frost Heave Resistance

The results of the frost heave tests are presented in two
different ways. Frost heave vs. time for different cement contents
is plotted in Figures 29 and 30 for compacted and cast samples
respectively. Examples of frost heaving in fly ash samples are
shown in Figures 31 and 32. A minimum cement content of 12
percent by weight was required to reduce the heave to the allowable
value of 0.5 inches for the compacted samples. This finding is
similar to results observed previously for another Class F ash from
Consumer Power Company's Karn plant (Gray et al,, 1989).

Frost heave (in percent) at ten days vs. cement content for all
samples is plotted in Figure 33 for comparison purposes. Increasing
cement contents decreased the amount of heave but at constantly
decreasing rates. Cement additions in excess of 12 percent did not
reduce heave any further. The cast samples exhibited less heave
than compacted samples...most likely as a result of having larger
capillaries or pores which would not wick the water up into the
freezing zone as well as the compacted samples with their smaller
capillaries.

The Elasticell-fly ash samples did not exhibit any heave
inspite of much lower strengths. This finding supports the expla-
nation advanced previously about the effect of pore size. The
Elastizell-fly ash samples were vesicular in texture and contained
large air voids which behaved as capillary breaks.

5.6 Shear Strength Parameters

The average angle of internal friction computed on the basis of
drained, shear strength test results reported for 131 Class F fly
ashes was 34 degrees (McLaren and DiGioia, 1987). The standard
deviatio<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>