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 In Summary
With the support of LSA, the Center for Chinese Studies initiated its first Theme Year on China.  The Theme Year was also a unique undertaking for LSA, which normally supports theme semesters.  The Center, with the collaboration of numerous campus units, met and exceeded its goals set out in the LSA Theme Year proposal.  CCS nearly tripled its programming for the year while maintaining high attendance at each event.  Theme Year Lessons Learned (contained within this report) were developed to assist other U-M units in planning a theme semester.  
The Theme Year sought to leverage Michigan’s unique combination of diverse scholarly communities, our acknowledged standing as a world center for the study of China, and growing campus-wide interest in China.  The Theme Year focused on China’s culture, economy, history and politics, and rather startling developments on all fronts in the Reform era.  The Theme Year was coordinated with related activities, programs and events on the Michigan campus, including the “Arts on Earth” celebration and the University Musical Society’s “Asia Festival 2007-08.”  As organizers of the Theme Year we hoped to stimulate and respond to deepening intellectual interest in China arising from the nation’s rise the modern era and in the run-up to the 2008 Summer Olympics.  The Theme Year, entitled ChinaNow: a contemporary exploration, served to further highlight China related research activities and initiatives across the various units and campuses of the University of Michigan.   This in turn showcased the University of Michigan as a pre-eminent center for China studies, and our strong institutional links with Chinese universities for undergraduate and graduate training and research.  

In broad outline, the China Theme Year addressed multiple facets of a rich university experience – from the academic to the artistic.  CCS brought to the Michigan campus leading international and Chinese scholars, professionals and government officials to discuss China’s rise, its role in the world, and a wide range of current political, cultural, economic, societal and governance system developments.  The department of Asian Languages and Cultures (ALC) offered a new Modern China course in Winter 2008, introducing our students to major themes in Chinese society and culture.  Moreover, ALC organized a faculty grant program that sought to support research and creative student driven projects as well as integrate China into classrooms where it had never been taught before.  

 CCS collaborated with internal U-M units to leverage funding for a major campus community partnership event; the Dragon Boat Festival.  The Dragon Boat Festival served as the major outreach kick-off event.  This was a green event.  We worked with Grounds and Waste Management, the City of Ann Arbor, and Huron River Watershed Council to ensure best environmental practices were followed and precedents were set for future campus events.  An unexpected result of our insistence upon and coordinated use of compostable containers by all our Dragonboat restaurant vendors was the change to compostable containers by Zingerman’s Community of Businesses.
CCS with the help of the U-M China Coordinator had the U-M and China: 1845-2008 booklet reprinted for increased distribution.  The U-M China Coordinator with the support of CCS worked with the Bentley Historical Library to curate a pictorial history exhibit of the U-M and China on the first floor of the Michigan Union from April- June 2008.  
CCS provided funding for Asian Languages and Cultures to hold a Chinese Language Essay Competition at the end of the year.  Not only did it provide an opportunity for collaboration between CCS and ALC, but more importantly it recognized students for outstanding work in all levels of Chinese language instruction.
Additionally, as part of the Center’s increased outreach effort, we developed guidelines for schools who seek to incorporate Chinese language training and began publishing a bi-annual newsletter for the first time in our history.
Some approximate attendance numbers from our core Center events:


· Dragon Boat Festival –4000

· Noon Lecture Series – Average per lecture in Fall – 77 – Winter – 73
· China Town Hall – 120

· Public Lecture Series – Average 71

· Chinese Ambassador, His Excellency, Mr. Zhou Wenzhong – 300
· Wang Dan, Tiananmen Square Activist – 250

· Documentary Film Event- 450
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Collaborative Units & Community Partners
U-M Units

Alumni Association
Arts @ Michigan
Asian Languages & Cultures
Bentley Historical Library
Center for Chinese Studies
Center for South Asian Studies
Center for Southeast Asian Studies
China Initiatives
College of Literature , Science, & the Arts
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Engineering
Exhibit Museum
Institute for Research on Women & Gender
Institute for the Humanities
International Institute
University Activities Center
U-M Grounds & Waste Management Services
U-M Groove
U-M Men’s Rowing Team
U-M Percussion Ensemble
University Activities Center
University Musical Society
Kinesiology
Literature, Science, & the Arts Student Government
Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum
Michigan Community Scholars
Michigan Student Assembly
Multi-Ethnic Students Association
Office of the President
Program in Bio-Medical Science
Rackham School of Graduate Studies
Residential College
School of Art + Design
School of Music, Theatre, & Dance
School of Natural Resources and the Environment
School of Social Work
Stearns Collection of Musical Instruments
The University of Michigan Museum of Art

Community Partners
Ann Arbor District Library
Ann Arbor Chinese Center of Michigan
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
AnnHua Chinese School
Asian Martial Arts Studio
Chinese American Society of Ann Arbor
Chinese Association of Greater Detroit
City of Ann Arbor
Coherix
Comerica Bank
Dynasty
Emerald City
Golden Dragon
Holiday Inn near the University of Michigan
Michigan Chinese Academic and Professional Association
Michigan Chinese Women’s Association
Michigan Taiwanese American Organization
National City
National City Bank
Shien-Ming Wu Foundation
TKWU
Huron River Watershed Council
The School of Cultivation and Practice
University Bank
Visteon Asia Pacific Employee Network
Washtenaw County
Programming & Outreach
The listing includes all China Theme Year events that were hosted and/or supported by CCS through funding or promotion.  Programming includes public lectures, film series, research seminars, UMMA exhibits, conferences, festivals, and workshops.  This year we began videotaping and audio taping selected lectures.  A multi-media library is now available on our website and will soon be available as an iTunes subscription through iTunes U.  Our events were funded with support from LSA, participating departments, Title VI, and CCS Endowments.
CCS Events 2007-08

	Title
	Description

	Noon Lecture Series
	22 one-hour talks open to the public – total of 1,653 attendees, with an average of 77 attendees per lecture during Fall 2007 and 73 attendees per lecture during Winter 2008  

	Research Seminar Series
	6 scholarly seminars, for faculty and students – averaging 20 attendees per seminar

	CCS Occasional Lecture Series

Fall 2007
	Berenice Reynaud:  Presentation on contemporary documentary filmmaking in China

	Film Event:  “Bumming in Beijing”

Fall 2007
	Documentary Film presentation at the Michigan Theater; reception with director Wu Wenguang and film scholar Berenice Reynaud followed by Q&A.  400-500 attendees

	Chinese Documentary Film Series 

Winter 2008
	A series of contemporary Chinese documentary films open to the public 

	The Tang Junyi Lecture Series

Winter 2008
	A presentation by Edward Slingerland on “Confucian Ethnics in the Age of Cognitive Science.”  Funded by a grant from the CCK Foundation

	CCS Photo Contest Exhibit 

Fall 2007
	“China Traditions New and Old,” an exhibit of photographs taken in China by UM faculty and students


	CCS Website
	Audio Podcasts were made of most of the CCS Noon Lecture Series presentations during 2007-08 and made available on the CCS website

	Michigan Channel 22
	Video recordings of two of the CCS Public Lecture Series (Nicholas Howson and Kenneth Lieberthal) were made by Michigan Productions and broadcast on Michigan Channel 22


CCS Collaborative Events and Projects 2007-08

	Title
	Description
	Sponsors

	James Kygne’s presentation on “China Shakes the World”

September 2007
	LSA Book Read selection for incoming freshman, China Theme Year inaugural presentation
	Co-sponsored by LSA and CCS

	Dragon Boat Race and Festival

September 2007
	A first-ever Dragon Boat race on the Huron River organized and run by CCS that brought together campus-wide and city communities for a day of races and events at Gallup Park 
	Individual boat teams were financed by a variety of groups that included U-M departments and schools, Ann Arbor City administration, and public organizations and businesses.  The event also served as welcome event for new LSA undergraduates.  Estimates that 3,000-5,000 people attended.  “Best ‘town and gown’ event I have ever attended.” (Jo Rumsey, Vice President of the U-M Alumni Association).  CCS outreach with community participation

	CCS Public Lecture Series

Fall 2007 and Winter 2008
	A series of four evening public lectures on various aspects of the study of China to broaden the center’s profile to the general community
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

	Ann Arbor Hands On Museum:  Dragon Boat Workshop

September 2007
	A presentation on the engineering dynamics of traditional Chinese dragon boats
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the U-M School of Engineering; CCS outreach endeavor

	Ann Arbor District Library:  Chinese Drums and Gongs

September 2007
	A lecture and demonstration by Joseph Lam and Dr. Pu Hengqiang:  a prelude to the U-M Percussion Ensemble’s procession during the Dragon Boat Festival
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Ann Arbor District Library; CCS outreach endeavor

	Public Lecture and Demonstration:  Shen Wei Dance Arts

September 2007
	A public lecture given by UM faculty members Joseph Lam and David Rolston
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the School of Music and UMS; CCS outreach endeavor

	Fall 2007 China Opportunities Forum

October 2007


	A venue for U-M’s China program participants to showcase their accomplishments
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the China Initiatives Coordinator and OIP


	International Law Workshop

October 2007
	Tang Xin “New Progress of Corporate Governance in China”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Michigan Law School International Law Workshop

	The Association for Asian Studies and CCS Lecture:  Elizabeth Perry

October 2007


	A talk by AAS President Elizabeth Perry on “Chinese Conceptions of ‘Rights’:  From Mencius to Mao and Now.”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Association for Asian Studies

	Program in Science Technology and Public Policy:  Adam Segal

October 2007
	A talk by Dr. Adam Segal on “The Politics of Technological Innovation in China and India.”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Program in Science Technology and Public Policy

	Penny Stamps Visiting Artist Series:  Xu Bing

November 2007


	A presentation by artist Xu Bing known for his participation in the art-and-language movement
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the School of Art and Design

	A Presentation by the Ambassador of the PRC to the United States

November 2007


	His Excellency, Mr. Zhou Wenzhong, “China’s Peaceful Development and US-China Relations.”
	Co-sponsored by CCS, the U-M Office of the VP for Government Relations; the William Davidson Institute, the Alumni Association and the UM Association of Chinese Professors

	Institute for the Humanities Workshop

November 2007
	“Globalization, the Culture Industry, and the New Humanities in China.”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the U-M Institute for the Humanities

	Honors College

Student program

Dec 2007
	“Ticket to China” interactive exploration of Chinese history and culture
	Co-sponsored by Honors College and Couzens Residence Hall; CCS outreach endeavor

	UMMA Presents:  A talk by Claire Conceison

January 2008
	“Encountering China:  Inge Morath, Arthur Miller, and Ying Ruocheng”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the U-M Museum of Art

	UMMA Presents:  A Photo Exhibit, UMMA Off-Site

January-March 2008
	Photos by Inge Morath accompanied by her journal entries and those of her husband Arthur Miller from 1978
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the U-M Museum of Art

	International Conference:  “Toward the Age of Rights:  Chinese and International Perspectives”

February 2008
	A two day conference on the campus of the University of Michigan organized by Professor CK Lee through CCS
	Co-sponsored by CCS and funds from the LSA China Theme Year


	Asia Business Conference

February 2008
	Collaboration with the U-M Ross School of Business.  An annual student-run conference on international business with Asia
	Co-sponsored by CCS and other centers on campus

	College of Architecture and Urban Planning 

“China Near-Now”

February-March 2008
	Exhibition exploring architecture in China today; ancillary display in Duderstadt lobby
	Co-sponsored by Architecture & Urban Planning and CCS

	AADL/YPSI Public Read

“China & America, Bridging Two Worlds”

February 2008
	Visit by author William Poy Lee, “The Eighth Promise”, chosen as the Ann Arbor/Ypsi Public Read 
	Ann Arbor District Library, CCS outreach participation

	UMMA Teacher Workshop

February 2008
	Teacher workshop on Inge Morath exhibition
	U-M Museum of Art, CCS outreach participation

	UMS Teacher Workshop

February 2008
	China Immersion, a full day of exploring Chinese culture
	Co-sponsored by UMS and CCS, outreach endeavor

	Ann Arbor District Library:

“Modern China—In Its Olympic Year”

March 2008
	Lecture by Mary Gallagher for general public
	Co-sponsored by AADL and CCS

	U-M School of Natural Resources and the Environment:  “China’s Environmental Challenges,”

March 2008
	An exploration of the environmental challenges associated with economic transformation and the rise of China 
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the SNRE

	Roundtable Discussion

March 2008
	A discussion led by Professor Edward Slingerland on “What Science Offers the Humanities:  Integrating Body and Culture”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the U-M Dept. of Psychology

	Int’l Inst Teacher Workshop

March 2008
	Music of the Silk Road
	Co-sponsored by II with participating Centers, CCS outreach endeavor


	Michigan China Fellows

Distinguished Speaker Series

March 2008


	A presentation by Chinese journalist Yang Jian on “Jianghu Journalists:  Struggles over the News in the PRC.”
	Co-sponsored by CCS

	Asia Law Symposium

March 2008
	A student-run symposium on “Activist Lawyers and Muckraking Journalists:  Pressures for Legal Reform in China:”
	Co-sponsored by CCS and the Michigan Law School

	A Conference on AIDS and Corporate Social Responsibility in China

March 2008
	“Snapshot of a Pandemic:  Bringing AIDS into Focus”
	Co-sponsored by AIESEC Michigan, Association for Chinese Economic Development, Youth Hope Organization, and CCS

	Town Hall Forum

April 2008
	“Should I Be Worried About China?”  Student-organized event with CCS Director Mary Gallagher, Linda Lim, and Ken Lieberthal participating
	Roosevelt Institution China Policy Center and CCS

	China Town Hall:  “Local Connections, National Reflections”

April 2008


	Culminating event for Theme Year.  A national live webcast and local panel discussion featuring noted political analysts and specialists:

Mary Gallagher, Ken Lieberthal, and Nico Howson
	Co-sponsored by CCS, the National Committee on US-China Relations, and the U-M Alumni Association. CCS outreach with community participation

	II Teacher Workshop

May 2008
	Geography and human interaction along the Silk Road
	Co-sponsored by II with participating Centers; CCS outreach endeavor



Events on Campus Promoted by the Center 

	Title
	Description

	The Michigan Community Scholar Program:  “Can We Talk about China?”

September 2007
	MCSP students from the US and around the world discussed their perceptions and misperceptions of China based on their reading of James Kygne’s book

	China Data Center Presents:  “What are the High-Probability Challenges to Continued High Growth in China?”

September 2007
	A talk by Wing Thye Woo, Brookings Institution


	UMS Asia Festival 2007-08

September 2007
	Shen Wei Dance Arts:  “Second Visit to the Empress”

	U-M Stearns Collection of Musical Instruments

September 2007 thru May 2008
	Exhibitions of musical instruments from the Chinese scholar’s studio and ancient bell chimes

	“What are the High-Probability Challenges to Continued High Growth in China?”

September 2007
	A presentation by Wing Thye Woo



	China Data Center Presents:  “Understanding China Census Data with GIS”

October 2007
	A presentation by Dr. Shuming Bao

	UMS Asia Festival 2007-08

October 2007
	Yo-Yo Ma, Cello and Kathryn Stott, Piano

	Shaman Drum Book Signing Event

October 2007


	Author’s reception for U-M Professor Wang Zheng on the publication of her book “Translating Feminisms in China.”

	Shaman Drum Book Signing Event

November 2007
	Author’s reception for U-M Professor CK Lee on the publication of her book “Against the Law:  Labor Protests in China’s Rustbelt and Sunbelt.”

	U-M Exhibit Museum of Natural History

January 2008


	“Tigers to Butterflies:  Chinese Children’s Clothing 1880-1930.”  An Exhibit of Chinese Children’s Clothing

	UMS Asia Festival 2007-08

January 2008
	Yuja Wang (Piano)

	U-M Museum of Paleontology presents the E.C. Case Memorial Lecture 

January 2008
	“Paleontology in China:  Early Life to Feathered Dinosaurs and the Origins of Mammals,” a talk by Dr. Zhexi Luo

	China Data Center Presents:

“Water Studies of China”

May 2008
	A presentation by Dr. Shuming Bao

	China Data Center Presents:

“Understanding Tibet in Time and Space”

April 2008
	A presentation by Dr. Shuming Bao

	Golden Courage International:  Vision and Practice in China

January 2008
	A talk by Yun Luke Lu, President and Founder of Golden Courage International Research and Service Organization for Chinese Children Orphaned by AIDS

	UMS Asia Festival 2007-08

January 2008
	Wu Man (pipa player) and the Bay Area Shawm Band

	U-M College of Architecture and Urban Planning

March 2008
	Conference on “Global Suburbs” 



	Shaman Drum Book Signing

March 2008
	Author’s reception for U-M Professor Christian de Pee on the publication of his book “The Writing of Weddings in Middle Period China:   Text and Ritual Practice in the Eighth Through Fourteenth Centuries.”


Community Events 

	Title
	Description

	AADL public talk

February 2008
	“ChinaNOW: Why China, Why Me” by Frances Kai-Hwa Wang

	EMU 

February 2008
	An evening with Anchee Min, author of the Cultural Revolution memoir, “Red Azaela”


Lessons lEarned
· Use banners on light poles throughout U-M Central and North Campus to build awareness of Theme Year. U-M Planners Exterior Elements Design Review Committee must approve banner artwork and locations at least two weeks in advance of hanging banners.  Department must purchase its own hardware to hang banners.  Plant Operations must hang and take down all banners.  This is especially important because during the Winter term snowplows can damage the banners and they must be replaced through Plant Operations.  

http://www.plantops.umich.edu/grounds/Informationfor_Students.html 

U-M Planner Contact:

Julie Truettner 
University Planner's Office 
(734) 615-3797 / cell (734) 732-0674 
fax (734) 763-3238 
email: jmtruett@umich.edu 
www.umich.edu/~umaec 

We went through the Hamblin Company to print and hang banners, and to purchase hardware.  


Pricing:

Pole kit complete with brackets: $79.48 each (rent from CCS for $40 each)

Full color banner with pockets and artwork:  $125.00 each for both sides of banner.


Contact: 

Jim Hamblin
The Hamblin Company
 109 E. Logan St.
 Tecumseh, MI 49286
(800)274-0016
 (517) 423-7491
Place banners throughout the diag.  http://www.umich.edu/~sorc/banner.htm
· Work with LSA Dean’s Office to design Theme Year website.   Give yourself at least six months to plan, write, and code the website.  Plan for website maintenance and updates either within your unit or with an outside contractor.  A graduate student is one possible and affordable option.   Input all Theme Year events on the UM events website and link this to the Theme Year website.  LSA contact: Kaye Lee Johnston, kayeml@umich.edu
· Form faculty and staff Theme Year committee to direct the year’s events, maintain focus on the goals of the Theme Year, and to assist in recruiting support faculty, staff, and students.
· Work with LSA to get theme semester courses listed on their website and in the Course Guide.
· Send pertinent information to student services coordinators in departments, so they can disseminate information about classes, events, etc. to the students in their departments.

· University Event Planners website was very useful in finding vendors for events.  http://www.umich.edu/~uep/vendors.htm
· Serve as coordinator of all Theme Year related event, activities, and courses on campus by assisting in marketing and communications and sponsorship for major events.

· Budget and plan for staff overtime and miscellaneous/discretionary in the event of an unexpected speaker/event of national magnitude coming into town.

· Encourage collaboration by inviting all LSA units to an informational theme year meeting.
· Submit story ideas for newspapers that would highlight your Theme Year or specific events.  This will save advertising costs.   Below is information we have compiled about event promotion, where, who, and lead time.

· Ann Arbor Observer:  Submit your public events to the Calendar Section of the Ann Arbor Observer.  Since it’s a monthly publication, any events for should be submitted a month in advance, if possible.  Information should be sent to John Hinchey at:  hinch@AAObserver.com.  You may wish to e-mail him to ask him for his absolute deadline, and let him know in advance that you would like to submit info on an event.

· The University Record:  Submit events online with the U Record.  They need to be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.  

· The Ann Arbor News:  They prefer at least three weeks advance notice of an event, and information on the event can be e-mailed to:  calendars@annarbornews.com.

· Post it on your website as well as all supporting units.  

· Flyers/Posters:  Post flyers/poster around campus and town, email all mail groups.  Identify your target audience to select the most appropriate places to post.

· E-mail:  Distribute information to as many email groups as you can throughout campus.  

· UM Events Calendar:  Create your own Theme Semester calendar.  

· Digital Billboard Listing www.umich.edu/~sorc
· For news in the greater Detroit region, Maryanne George (LSA Dev’t and Communications) 734 615 6514, mageorge@umich.edu
· For radio: WCBN-FM 88.3 Ann Arbor http://www.wcbn.org and Michigan Radio:  michigan.radio@umich.edu.  

· Arts@Michigan staff is also very helpful in consulting on the best ways to reach students.  734.764.5123  

· Provide Michigan Daily with written quotes to use to avoid misquotes.  Request a review of the story for accuracy before it is published.

· If possible, work with Ann Arbor District Library to plan a Book Read that coincides with the LSA Summer Reads selection.

· Consult with University Musical Society to check on any events that may coincide with your Theme.  They are a great partner and can help increase visibility substantially.

· Contact LSA Student Government, Greek Council, and Student Co-ops for collaborations.

· Build upon this list to assist future units organizing a Theme Semester.

· Consider videotaping, for wider dissemination, talks by prominent speakers.  If you plan on getting video on Channel 22, you will need at least a two camera production.  Contact information and more details are below


Michigan Productions, 647.3418

Eric Olsen, asmithee@umich.edu, phone #: 647.3418

Steve Schramm, Director of Broadcasting, schram@umich.edu
Pat Murphy, Unit Manager, Michigan Productions, patmur@umich.edu, 615.8000 

· Pat confirmed that $750- $1000 will cover 2 cameras, director, editing and final credits.


· We were encouraged to produce either a half hour or hour of video.

· Cost for one DVD master is $35.00, additional copies DVD are $8.00 apiece, if you order more than 10: $6 apiece.


· He can also make a file that can stream from a website: $1.00 per minute (cost to convert the file to a web-streaming format). IF you do a vodcast, it has to be hosted somewhere.   They cannot host the vodcast.  UM ITCS can host – and charges $50 - $75 per year to host.


· Get permission from the lecturer to videotape.


· Technically, the Regents own the video.  Functionally: Your unit owns it.  


· Venues of choice:  Hill, Rackham, Mendelssohn, League - Hussey and Vandenburg, Union - Pendleton and Anderson

Next Steps
Development

CCS will continue to take full advantage of the publicity generated by the LSA China Theme Year to restart its development campaign.  CCS began sending out donor solicitations in its bi-annual newsletter and is also participating in the LSA Graduate Student Match solicitation through the end of 2008.  We now have a link to the LSA gift form on our website.  Our development strategy involves a two-pronged approach of increasing outreach to the local and regional Chinese community as well as working with faculty to focus our energies on five potential large donors.  This year we will be developing a donor database to track and communicate regularly with all past donors.  We are also discussing the possibility of partnering with Mott Children’s Hospital to host another Dragonboat Race, which would be structured as a fundraiser instead of an outreach event.  


Continuing Events
Due to their great success, we will continue to organize and support the CCS Public Lecture Series, the Asian Languages & Cultures Chinese Language Competition, CCS Film Event, and the CCS Newsletter.
Ste 3668 SSWB, 1080 S. University


Annarbor, MI 48109-1106
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