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FOREWORD

A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sy s tem  i s  a  p e r s i s t a n t  a t t e m p t  t o  s a t i s 

f a c t o r i l y ,  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  and  t r u t h f u l l y  i n t e r p r e t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  com

p l e t e l y ,  th o u g h  g e n e r a l l y . ^  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  o f  i ^ o  s o r t s :  ’’i n 

t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ” o f  " a n a l y s i s ” and  " e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ” o r  

" e x p l a n a t i o n ” . I n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  

in  te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  w h ich  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  som eth ing  

g iv e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  E x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  w h ich  a r e  in te n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t

som eth ing  n o t  g iv e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .

I t  i s  t h e  main p u ro o se  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  g iv e  an  i n t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t o  i n d i c a t e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  such  a  

d e s c r i p t i o n .  S upp lem en ta ry  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e r e  w i l l

be g iv e n  su ch  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  a s  i s  deemed n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  c l e a r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  im p o r t  o f  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .

T h e se s  w i th  w h ich  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  be co n ce rn ed  a r e ;

1 ,  P r e s e n c e  ( e x p e r i e n c e  a s  g iv e n )  h as  no e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  d i s c o v e r a b le  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  g i v e n ,

2 .  A l l  a rgum en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  p re s e n c e  a re  u n so u n d .  T h a t  

i s ,  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  p rove  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth ing  n o t  g iv e n  by means 

o f  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t io n  f a i l .

1 .  F or  a  f a i r l y  com ple te  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the  n a t u r e  o f  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
s y s te m ,  see  A p p e n d i x . i ,  p .  98.
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3 .  A l l  p h i lo s o p h y  w h ic h  i s  n o t  conce rned  m e re ly  w i t h  an  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g iv e n  m ust be u n c e r t a i n  and g e t  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t -  

m a t t e r  by a l o g i c a l  m ean». S ince  no l o g i c a l  argum en t f o r  e s t a b 

l i s h i n g  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  th e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g  n o t - g i v e n  can  be 

d e r iv e d  from an  a n a l y s i s  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n ,  any a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g  n o t - g i v e n  must r e s o r t  t o  means 

o t h e r  t h a n  l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n .
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S e c t io n  A. INTRODUCTION

P h ilo so p h y  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  e x p e r i e n c e .  What, t h e n ,  

i s  e x p e r ie n c e ?  We c a n n o t  b e g in  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  

by  d e f i n i n g  i t ,  f o r  by so  do in g  we p r e d e te rm in e  t o  some e x t e n t  what 

i t s  n a t u r e  must b e  fo u n d  t o  b e .  R a th e r  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  sh o u ld  be  

o f  som eth ing  u n d e f in e d ,  som eth in g  u l t i m a t e ,  som eth ing  g iv e n  f o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  We assum e t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  som eth ing  u l t i m a t e  and 

so m eth in g  w i th  w hich  everyone  i s  a c q u a in t e d .

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  o f  two s o r t s i  " i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n "  

and " e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n . "  By " i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n "  we mean i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  w hich  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  so m e th in g  g iv e n  in  e x p e r i e n c e .  By " e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n "  

we mean i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  in  te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  w hich a r e  

in te n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  so m eth in g  n o t  g iv e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  We s h a l l  

u s e  t h e  te rm  " a n a l y s i s "  a s  a  sjoionym f o r  t h e  te rm  " i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p 

t i o n "  and t h e  te rm  " e x p la n a t io n "  a s  a  synonym f o r  t h e  te rm  " e x te r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n . "

A lthough  o u r  c h i e f  p u rp o se  i s  t o  make an  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

w hich  i s  conce rned  w i th  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g iv e n ,  we 

s h a l l  accompany t h i s  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  w i th  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

w hich  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t - g i v e n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

t h e  g iv e n .  We s h a l l  be  co n ce rn ed  w i th  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o n ly  

i n c i d e n t a l l y  and  o n ly  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  deemed n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a c l e a r  

u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .



However, t h e r e  a r e  two p o in t s  o f  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  w hich  

i t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  t o  make c l e a r  a t  t h e  o u t s e t .  They may b e  s t a t e d  in  

t h e  f o l l o w in g  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s :  (1 )  A l l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  

( 2 )  A l l  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  g iv e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  "ny" e x p e r i e n c e .

(1 )  A l l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r ie n c e :  Assuming t h e

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e ,  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  w h a te v e r  

i s  i s  p r e s e n t ,  f o r  w h a tev e r  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  p a s t  i s  n o t ,  b u t  w as ,  and 

w h a te v e r  i s  s a i d  to  be f u t u r e  n o t , b u t  w i l l  b e . Thus a l s o ,  a l l  

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s , i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  f o r  w h a te v e r  i s  s a id  

t o  be  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  ^ s  n o t , b u t  w as ,  and  w h a tev e r  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  

f u t u r e  e x p e r i e n c e  n o t , b u t  w i l l  b e . ^

(2 )  A l l  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  g iv e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  "ny" 

e x p e r i e n c e : Assuming t h a t  a l l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t

does n o t  f o l lo w  t h a t  a l l  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  i s  "my" e x p e r i e n c e .

Yet a l l  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  may be  s a i d  

t o  b e  "my" e x p e r i e n c e .  '7e have p u t  "my" i n  q u o ta t io n  marks t o  em

p h a s i z e  t h a t  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  

w hich m ust n o t  b e  t a k e n  a s  a  b a s i s  upon which t o  p r e ju d g e  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  That a  "my" i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  

g iv e n ,  we s h a l l  q u e s t i o n .  But we make t h i s  s ta t e m e n t  h e r e  by  way o f

1 .  S in c e  a l l  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  i s ,  o r  i s  a c t u a l ,  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i 
ence ,  a l l  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i 
e n c e .  I f  t h e  t a s k  o f  p h i lo so p h y  i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t s  w ho le  
t a s k  c o n s i s t s  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  To make su c h  an  
a s s e r t i o n  i s ,  how ever, n o t  t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  t a s k  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ,  f o r  i n 
t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  b e in g  o f  two s o r t s ,  may in v o lv e  a p a s t  and a  f u t u r e  t o  
e x p la in  e x p e r i e n c e .



e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o u r  g e n e r a l  v ie w p o in t  

i s  " s u b j e c t i v e . "  T ha t i s ,  we w ish  t o  a v o id  t h e  K a n t ia n  m is ta k e  o f  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a  phenomenon common t o  a l l  who e x p e r i e n c e .

We s h a l l  n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  ou r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

g iv e n  miist a p p ly  u n i v e r s a l l y  and n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  a l l  e x p e r i e n c e .  We 

s h a l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  anyone who i n t e r p r e t s  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  g iv e n  s h a l l  

d i s c o v e r  w hat we d i s c o v e r ,  b u t  we s h a l l  n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  h e  must d i s 

c o v e r  i t  b e c a u se  we d i s c o v e r  i t .

E x p e r ie n c e  a s  g iv e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  b o th  p r e s e n t  and 

p r e s e n t e d . Such a  s t a t e m e n t  i s  made, n o t  by  way o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  bu t  

by  way o f  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  In  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  m i s l e a d i n g  con

n o t a t i o n s ,  we s h a l l  a d o p t  t h e  t e r m  " p re s e n c e "  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h a t  w hich 

i s  g iv e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  And i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  c o m p le te ly  f r e e  from 

m i s l e a d in g  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  we s h a l l  d e f in e  t h e  te rm  a s  b e in g  e n t i r e l y  

n o n c o n n o ta t iv e .  T ha t i s ,  i t  i s  p u r e ly  d e n o t a t i v e .  I t  d e n o te s  some

t h i n g  w h ich  i s  u l t i m a t e  and u n d e f in e d ,  y e t  som eth in g  w i t h  w h ic h ,  we 

assum e, everyone  i s  d i r e c t l y  a c q u a in t e d .  The t e r m  " p re s e n c e "  means 

n e i t h e r  w hat i s  p r e s e n t  n o r  w hat i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  te rm  

" p r e s e n t "  co n n o ts  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  p a s t  and f u t u r e  and  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  

te rm  " p r e s e n te d "  c o n n o te s  a  p e rso n  t o  vrhom som eth ing  i s  p r e s e n t e d .

Yet t h e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  d en o te  so m e th in g  w h ich ,  by 

e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  may be  d e s c r ib e d  a s  p r e s e n t  i n  t im e  and p r e s e n te d  

t o  a  p e r s o n .  But such  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  does n o t  f o r  a  p a r t  o f  

t h e  meaning o f  t h e  t e r m .



In  s e t t i n g  o u t  t o  make an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

we se e k  t o  a v o id  a l l  t e rm in o lo g y  w hich  p re d e te rm in e s  what o u r  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e .  I f  i t  b e  a s s e r t e d ,  f o r  exam ple, t h a t  p re s e n c e  

i s  p r e s e n t ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e n  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  must 

r e v e a l  t h a t  i t  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a  p a s t  and a  f u t u r e .  Thus such  a  

d e f i n i t i o n  would d e te rm in e  b e fo re h a n d  w hat t h e  r e s u l t  would b e .

We se e k  a te rm  w h ich  w i l l  d e n o te  t h a t  w hich  we s e e k  t o  a n a ly z e  w i th o u t  

a t  t h e  same t im e  in v o l v in g  c o n n o t a t io n s  w hich  p re d e te rm in e  t h e  

r e s u l t s .  And t h e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  w i l l ,  we i n t e n d ,  s e r v e  f o r  t h i s  

p u rp o s e .

I n  w hat fo l lo w s  we s h a l l  a t t e m p t  t o  a c c o m p lish  t h e

fo l lo w in g !

S e c t io n  B i s  d e v o te d  t o  a  C r i t i q u e  o f  T erm in o lo g y , w i th  

p u rp o se  o f  p o i n t i n g  o u t  w h e re in  c e r t a i n  t e rm s ,w h ic h  t e n d  t o  d e n o te  

what t h e  t e r m  " p r e s e n c e "  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  d e n o te ,  so  co n n o te  r e s u l t s  

t h a t  t h e i r  employment would be  v i c i o u s .

S e c t io n  C i s  d ev o te d  t o  a C r i t i q u e  o f  Method, w h e re in  we 

a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  fu ndam en ta l e le m e n ts  i n  our method which 

do p re d e te rm in e  o u r  r e s u l t s .  We s h a l l  p o i n t  o u t  what m e th o d o lo g ic a l  

p r e d e t e r m i n a t io n s  a r e  in e s c a p a b le  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  ou r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  D i s  d ev o ted  t o  an  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a tu re  

o f  P r e s e n c e . I t  i s  conce rned  c h i e f l y  w i th  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  o r  

a n a l y s i s ,  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g iv e n .  Ten c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w hich a r e  

o f t e n  c o n s id e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e  a r e  shown t o  be



n o t  e s s e n t i a l  so f a r  a s  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c o n c e rn e d .  The 

i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s .

S e c t io n  E i s  d ev o ted  t o  Im p l ic a t io n s  o f  t h e I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

Ten p ro p o se d  a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  a r e  c o n s id e re d  and shown t o  

be  u n so u n d . The i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 

sound a rg u m en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

S e c t io n  F i s  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  C o n c lu s io n  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  

a r e  no sound a rgum en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  i . e . ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  

a r e  no l o g i c a l  ways o f  g e t t i n g  from wlmt i s  g iv e n  t o  '«hat i s  n o t  

g iv e n ,  any  w ays , i f  t h e r e  b e  any w ays , o f  g e t t i n g  from w hat i s  

g iv e n  t o  w hat i s  n o t  g iv e n  must b e  a l o g i c a l .



S e c t io n  B. CRITIQUE OF TERMINOLOGY

The te rm  w hich  we u se  t o  d e n o te  t h a t  w hich we s e e k  to  

a n a l y z e  i s  " p r e s e n c e . "  The te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  d e n o te  

w hat o t h e r s  d e n o te  by su ch  te rm s  as  " s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t , "  "moment o f  

e x p e r i e n c e , "  " a p p e a r a n c e ,"  " c o n s c io u s n e s s , "  " a w a re n e s s ,"  and  o th e r  

te rm s  which we s h a l l  d i s c u s s  i n  t h e  s e q u e l .  Each o f  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  

we s h a l l  p o i n t  o u t ,  in v o lv e s  a  c o n n o t a t io n  w hich makes i t  u n s u i t e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  som eth ing  a b o u t  t o  b e  a n a l y z e d .  We a g r e e  t h a t  "one o f  

t h e  f i r s t  and most im p o r ta n t  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  i n  a n  e p i s t e m o lo g io a l  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  t o  f r e e  o n e ’ s te r r a s ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  know

le d g e  and  t h e  l i k e ,  from  m e ta p h y s ic a l  im p l i c a t i o n s  w hich s o lv e  i n  

a d v an c e  problem s w ^ich  m igh t b e  l a t e r  p ro p o s e d ." ^

In  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f o l lo w in g  te rm s  we s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  ob

j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n n o ta t io n s  o r  " m e ta p h y s ic a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s . "

1 .  S p ec io u s  p r e s e n t » "T h is  te rm ,  t h e  ’ s p e c i o u s ' ( o r  a p p a r e n t )  

p r e s e n t ,  i s  due t o  a  ÎJIr. E. R. C lay  who i s  q u o te d  by W i l l i a m  James 

as  s a y in g ;  'T he  p r e s e n t  t o  w hich t h e  datum r e f e r s  i s  r e a l l y  a  p a r t  

o f  t h e  p a s t  - -  a  r e c e n t  p a s t  — d e l u s i v e l y  g iv e n  a s  b e in g  a  t im e  t h a t  

in t e r v e n e s  be tw een  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  f u t u r e . . . .  Time, t h e n ,  c o n s id e r e d  

r e l a t i v e l y  t o  human a p p r e h e n s io n ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  p a r t s ,  v i z . ,  t h e  

o b v ious  p a s t ,  t h e  s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  r e a l  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e .  

O m it t in g  t h e  s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t ,  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  . . .  n o n e n t i t i e s  - -

1 .  Wendel T . Bush, A v en a r iu s  and t h e  S ta n d p o in t  o f  P u re  E x p e r ie n c e ,
p .  6 .



t h e  p a s t ,  w h ic h  does  n o t  e x i s t ,  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w h ich  does  n o t  e x i s t ,  

and  t h e i r  c o te r m in o u s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  from w hich  i t  p r o 

ce e d s  l i e s  t o  u s  i n  th e  f i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t , ’ "^

" T h is  p r e s e n t  a c t u a l  moment o f  e x p e r i e n c e  h as  been  c a l l e d

If 2a  s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from a  m a th e m a t ic a l  p r e s e n t .

"Thus t h e  ' s p e c i o u s  p r e s e n t '  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  in c lu d e s  

w i t h i n  i t  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  p a s t  and  p r e s e n t .  We may add o f  t h e  f u tu r e  

a s  w e l l . " *

We o b j e c t  t h a t  t o  d e n o te  by t h e  te rm  " s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t "  

w h a t we i n t e n d  t o  d e n o te  by th e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  t o  conno te  t h a t  

w h a t  i s  d e n o te d  i s  n o t  g en u in e  o r  a c t u a l .  B u t ,  on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e  

i s  n o th in g  s p e c io u s  a b o u t  t h a t  w h ich  we seek  t o  a n a l y z e . I t  i s  

g e n u in e .  I t  i s  a c t u a l .  There  i s  n o th in g  more a c t u a l  th a n  p r e s e n c e .  

The s o - c a l l e d  " m a th e m a t ic a l  p r e s e n t "  i s ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e  f i c t i c i o u s  

p r e s e n t .  For w hat i s  g iv e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a c t u a l .  But t h e  m a th e 

m a t i c a l  p r e s e n t  i s  n o t  som eth ing  g iv e n  i n  p r e s e n c e  b u t  i s  a  h y p o t h e t i 

c a l  n o n - e x i s t e n t  c o te rm in o u s  o f  two n o n - e n t i t i e s .  The te rm  " p r e s e n c e '  

d e n o te s  som eth ing  a c t u a l ,  w i th o u t  c o n n o t in g  th e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g  

f i c t i c i o u s  o r  n o n - a c t u a l .

1 .  John L a i r d ,  Knowledge, B e l i e f  and  O p in io n , p .  2 74 .  C<'. E .  R. C lay
The t i t A m w t i v e .  o .  l 6 7 .  and W i l l i a m  Jam es, p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P s y c h o lo g y ,
1 ,  p .  6 0 f .

2 .  H e r b e r t  W ildon C a r r ,  "The Moment o f  E x p e r i e n c e , "  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  
A r i s t o t e l i a n  S o c i e t y , 1915-1916 , p .  10 .

S .  Samuel A le x a n d e r ,  S p a c e ,  Time and D e i t y , 1 ,  p .  122 .



2 .  P r e s e n t ; I n  r e j e c t i n g  th e  te rm  " s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t , "  t h e  

t e rm  " r e a l  p r e s e n t "  s u g g e s t  i t s e l f .  But i t  h a s  b e e n  p o in t e d  o u t^  

t h a t " t h e  w o rd  ' p r e s e n t '  h a s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  m e a n in g s ;  ( a )  p r e s e n t  t o  

me i n  sp ace  — ' h e r e ' ; (b )  p r e s e n t  i n  t i m e ,  a n d  n o t  p a s t  o r  f u t u r e  — 

'now *; ( o )  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  m ind , o r  ' g i v e n ' "  The te rm  i s  t h u s  h i g h l y  

am biguous i n  t h a t  i t  h a s  many m e an in g s .

We may o u t l i n e  ou r  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  te rm  t h u s ;

( a )  By " p r e s e n t "  i s  o f t e n  u n d e r s to o d  a  m a th e m a t ic a l  t i m e -  

p o i n t  o r  sun i n s t a n t  i n  an  a b s t r a c t  frame o f  r e f e r e n c e .  But t h e  te rm  

" p r e s e n c e "  n e i t h e r  d e n o te s  n o t  c o n n o te s  a  m a th e m a t ic a l  t i m e - p o i n t  o r

a b s t r a c t  i n s t a n t .

(b )  The te rm  " p r e s e n t "  i s  a  v a r i a b l e ,  a m b ig u o u s ly  d e n o t in g

t h e  p r e s e n t  moment, t h e  p r e s e n t  h o u r ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  th e  p r e s e n t  

y e a r ,  a g e ,  a e o n ,  e t c . ,  d ep en d in g  upon th e  c o n t e x t .  But t h e  te rm  

" p r e s e n c e "  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  be f r e e  from such  a m b ig u i ty .

( c )  The te rm  " p r e s e n t "  i s  u s u a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  t o  im p ly  a  

t i n e - f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  The te rm  " p r e s e n t "  d e r i v e s  i t s  m eaning by 

b e in g  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  frcsn p a s t  and  f u t u r e .  But t h e  te rm  'p r e s e n c e  i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  be w i th o u t  c o n n o t a t io n  o f  p a s t  and  f u t u r e ,  b e f o r e  and  

a f t e r ,  o r  a n y  te m p o r a l  r e l a t i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r .

( d )  The te rm  " p r e s e n t "  i s  o f t e n  i n t e n d e d  t o  d en o te  a l l  t h a t  

i s ,  w h e re a s  t h e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  n o t  in t e n d e d  t o  den o te  a l l  t h a t

1 .  C. A . S t r o n g ,  E s s a y s  i n  C r i t i c a l  R e a l i s m , p .  238 .



s. The G iv e n : The te rm s  " g iv e n , "  " p r e s e n t a t i o n , "  and 

"datum " a r e ,  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  synonj/mous i n  m ean ing .  What we h e re  

sa y  a b o u t  th e  meaning o f  " g iv e n "  h o ld s  a l s o  f o r  th e  m eaning  o f  

" p r e s e n t a t i o n "  and  "da tum ."

The te rm  "g iv e n "  i s  o f t e n  in t e n d e d  t o  d e n o te  w h a t we 

i n t e n d  t o  deno te  by th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  But u s u a l l y ,  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  t h e  te rm  " g iv e n "  c o n n o te s  ( a )  a g i v e r  and (b )  a  r e c e i v e r .

( a )  The g i v e r ;  I f  som eth ing  i s  g iv e n ,  i t  m us t be g iv e n  

by  s o m e th in g .  I f  som eth ing  i s  g iv e n ,  t h e r e  m ust be a c a u s e  o f  th e  

g i v e n .

(b )  The r e c e i v e r :  I f  som eth ing  i s  g iv e n ,  i t  m ust be g iv e n  

t o  som eone. There  can  be no g iv e n  t h a t  i s  n o t  r e c e i v e d .  N o t io n s  

l i k e  t h e s e  a r e  u s u a l l y  t a k e n  t o  be in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  m eaning o f  th e  

t e rm  " g iv e n . "

I n s o f a r  a s  t h e s e  and o t h e r  m eanings a r e  co n n o te d  by th e

te rm  " g i v e n , "  i t  i s  u s e l e s s  f o r  o u r  p u rp o s e s ,  f o r  i t  p r e j u d g e s ,  by

i m p l i o a t i o n ,  t h a t  a g i v e r  and  a  r e c e i v e r  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  th e  n a tu r e

o f  t h e  g i v e n .  However, i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  te rra  " g iv e n "  may be t a k e n

o n ly  i n  i t s  d e n o t a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  we can u s e  i t  a s  a  synonym f o r

" p r e s e n c e . "  We s h a l l  f i n d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  u se  th e  te rm  " g iv e n "  in

t h i s  l a t t e r  s e n s e .^

4 .  The Datum: The te rm  "datum" i s  som etim es u s e d  t o  denote

1 ,  A r e l e v a n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  m eanings o f  t h e  te rm  " g iv e n "  i s  t o  be 
found i n  John L a i r d ' s  Knowledge, B e l i e f  and O p in io n , p p .  2 7 1 -2 7 3 .
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w hat we i n t e n d  t o  d e n o te  by th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  Som etim es, hcerever, 

i t  i s  u se d  t o  d en o te  so m eth in g  n o t  t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  p r e s e n c e ;  

f o r  exam ple :

( a )  The te rm  "datum" i s  u s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a r t i n g -  

p o i n t  o f  any  in q u i r j r  o r  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  t h e  p re m is e s  o f  any  c h a in  o f

r e a s o n i n g . ^  " In  s c i e n c e ,  a  datum s i g n i f i e s  w h a te v e r  i n a u g u r a t e s  and
2

prom pts  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "

(b )  The te rm  "datum " i s  u s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

any  i n q u i r y  o r  a n a l y s i s ,  o r  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  an y  c h a i n  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  

"Are we t o  u n d e r s t a n d  by a  datum t h a t  w i th  w hich  a n a l y s i s  b e g i n s ,  o r  

a r e  we t o  u n d e r s t a n d  by i t  t h a t  w i t h  w h ic h  a n a l y s i s  t e r m i n a t e s . " *

( c )  The te rm  "datum " i s  u se d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e v id e n c e s  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  an  h y p o t h e s i s .

T h u s ,  an  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s c i e n t i s t  b e g in s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  d a t a ,  

f i n d s  c e r t a i n  d a t a  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  and g e t s  c e r t a i n  

d a t a  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

The te rm  "d a tu m " ,  i n  i t s  more p e c u l i a r l y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  u s e s ,  

i s  s t i l l  a  h i g h l y  am biguous te rm :  " S ix  d i f f e r e n t  v iew s  a s  t o  t h i s

have su c c e e d e d  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  th e  co u rse  o f  modern p h i lo s o p h y ;  ( l )  

t h a t  th e  datum i s  th e  r e a l  t h i n g ;  (2 )  t h a t  i t  i s  an i d e a l  r e p r e s e n -

1 .  O f. Mathew Thompson M cC lure ,  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  L ogic  o f  
R e f l e c t i o n , Ch. 6 ,  e n t i t l e d  " D a ta .

2 .  J .  L oew enberg , " p r e - A n a l y t i c a l  and  P o s t - A n a l y t i c a l  D a ta ,"  J o u r n a l  
o f  p h i l o s o p h y , 1927, p .  5 .

3 .  I b i d .
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t a t i v e  o f  t h e  r e a l  t h i n g ;  (3 )  t h a t  i t  i e  an  i d e a l  t h i n g ,  p sy ch o 

l o g i c a l  i n  i t s  n a t u r e ;  (4) t h a t  i t  i s  an i d e a l  t h i n g ,  l o g i c a l  i n  

i t s  n a t u r e ;  (5 )  t h a t  i t  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  n a t u r e ,  b u t  

r e a l ;  (6 )  t h a t  i t  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  l o g i c a l  n a t u r e ,  b u t  r e a l  — n a iv e  

r e a l i s m ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i s r a ,  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  s u b j e c t i v i s m ,  l o g i c a l  

s u b j e c t i v i s m ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o b j e c t i v i s m ,  l o g i c a l  o b j e c t i v i s m .  The 

view I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  recommend i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  d i s t i n c t  from, any  

o f  t h e s e ,  i s  (7 )  t h a t  th e  datum i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  r e a l  

t h i n g . W e  a r e  s e e k in g  a  s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t  m eaning  o f  t h e  te rm  when 

we s e e k  a  n o n - i m p l i c a t i v e  m e a n in g .

Three o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  u s e s  o f  th e  te rm  "datum" w i th  

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n n o t a t io n s  a r e :

( a )  The te rm  " d a tu m " ,  l i k e  th e  te rm  " g i v e n , "  im p l ie s  a 

do n o r  and  a  d o n e e .

(b )  The te rm  "datum " r e p r e s e n t s  a  n o t i o n  made famous by 

Immanuel K ant and  r e c e n t l y  r e - p r e s e n t e d  by Hr«. C. I«iLflWis* Mr. Lewis 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  be tw een  " th e  datum g iv e n  t o  t h e  mind" and  th e  "co n -  

s t r u c t i o n  w h ich  th e  mind i t s e l f  im p o s e s ."  Or he d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e 

tw e e n  th e  " g iv e n  in  e x p e r i e n c e "  and  th e  "a  p r i o r i  i n  e x p e r i e n c e . "

I n  K a n t ' s  term inology '- ,  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  b e tw een  th e  " s e n s e -m a n i fo ld "  

and  t h e ^ c a t e g o r i e s . "  The te rm  "datum " a c c o r d in g  t o  t h i s  n o t i o n .

1 .  C. A . S t r o n g ,  E s sa y s  i n  C r i t i c a l  R e a l is m , p .  223.

2 ,  C. I .  l e w i s .  Mind and th e  W o r ld -O rd e r ,  p .  3 9 .
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r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  "two e le m e n t s " ^  o f  w h ich  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  com posed, 

and r e p r e s e n t s  som eth ing  w h ic h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e ,  i n v o lv e s  t h e  b e in g  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  e l e m e n t .

( c )  The te rm  "datum " i s  u s e d  a s  t h e  genus te rm  o f  w h ich  

t h e  t e r m s  " s e n s e - d a tu m ,"  " c o n c e p t u a l  d a tu m ,"  and  " fe e l in g -d a tu rn "  a r e  

s p e c i e s .  The t e r m ,  a s  t h u s  u s e d ,  t e n d s  t o  d en o te  w h a t  we i n t e n d  t o  

d e n o te  by t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  But t h i s  u se  o f  t h e  te rm  in v o l v e s  a  

d a n g e r ,  b e c a u s e ,  f o r  exam ple ,  " s e n s e -d a tu m  may co n n o te  p a r t i c u l a r  

s e n s e - o r g a n s . " ^

S in c e  " th e  te rm  ' datum ' i s  b u rdened  w i t h  g rav e  a m b ig u i ty , " ^  

we s h a l l ,  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  a v o id  i t .  I n s o f a r  a s  i t  can be t a k e n  

a s  a synonym f o r  p r e s e n c e  and a s  p u r e l y  d e n o t a t i v e  i n  m e an in g ,  how

e v e r ,  we have  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r m .

5 .  E x p e r ie n c e  ; "T here  i s  p e rh a p s  no w ord more f r e q u e n t l y  

em ployed i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  day  t h a t  

' e x p e r i e n c e . ' " *  " E x p e r ie n c e  i s  a  t r e a c h e r o u s l y  am biguous w o rd ." *

What a r e  some o f  th e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  te rm ?

1 .  C. I .  L e w is ,  Mind and  th e  W o r ld -O rd e r , p p .  3 7 ,  3 8 ,  4 8 ,  e t c .

2 .  I b i d . ,  p .  5 7 .

3 .  J .  Loew enberg , " P r e - A n a l y t i c a l  and  P o s t - A n a l y t i c a l  D a ta , "  J o u r n a l  
o f  P h i l o s o p h y , 1927, p .  5 .

4 .  J .  E .  C r e i g h t o n ,  "The S ta n d p o in t  o f  E x p e r i e n c e ,"  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
Review , 1 9 0 5 , p .  593 .

5 .  C. M. B a k e w e l l , " The I s s u e  Between I d e a l i s m  and Im m ediate  E m p ir ic i s m ,"  
J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y ,  1905, p .  6 8 8 .
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( a )  The te rm  i s  u s e d  r a t h e r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  b o th  i n  and  

o u t  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s o r t s ,  such  

a s  an  a to m 's  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a  n a t i o n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e x p e r i e n c e  o v e r  a  

l i f e t i m e ,  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  u n c o n s c io u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and U n iv e r s a l  o r  

A b s o lu te  E x p e r i e n c e .  We s e e k  a  te rm  w h ic h ,  when p r o p e r l y  u s e d ,  can  

im p ly  none o f  t h e s e . ^

(b )  The te rm  " e x p e r i e n c e , "  i n  b e in g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

te rm  " e m p i r i c a l , "  c o n n o te s  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  For e x 

am p le ,  when one " l e a r n s  from e x p e r i e n c e , "  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  r e f e r r e d  t o  

i s  n e v e r  " p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e , "  and  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  more th a n  one "e x 

p e r i e n c e . "  The te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  c o n n o te s  n e i t h e r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  n o r  

a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  So f a r  a s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  

m ean ing  o f  t h e  te rm  i s  c o n c e rn e d ,  we do n o t  w ish  t o  beg  th e  q u e s t i o n  

a s  t o  w h e th e r  " l e a r n i n g  from e x p e r i e n c e "  can  be d i s c o v e r e d  by an

a n a l y s i s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

( c )  The te rm  " e x p e r ie n c e "  i s  sometimes u n d e r s to o d  t o  con

n o te  a n  " e x p e r ie n c e r "  and  an  " e x p e r i e n c e d . "  I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  te rm  con

n o te s  t h e s e  i t  p r e d e te r m in e s  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  que s t i o n a  r a i s e d  c o n c e rn 

in g  e x p e r i e n c e .

However, t h e  te rm  " e x p e r ie n c e "  may be t a k e n  in  a  p u r e l y  

d e n o t a t i v e  s e n s e ,  and i n s o f a r  a s  i t  may, we can u se  i t  a s  a  te rm  t o

1 .  I n  s e e k in g  a  te rm  w h ich  does n o t  have i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  th e  te rm  must 
n o t  o n ly  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  u n c o n s c io u s  o r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  
must a l s o  n o t  im ply  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  u n c o n s c io u s  o r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,
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d en o te  t h a t  w h ich  we s e e k  t o  a n a l y s e .

6 .  The Mwaent o f  E x p e r i e n c e : The te rm  " th e  moment o f  E x p e r i -

1 ce n c e , "  a  te rm  u s e d  by  Shadw orth  Hodgson and H. W ildon C a r r  , i s

i n t e n d e d  t o  d e n o te  w hat we i n t e n d  t o  d e n o te  by  th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "

We c a n n o t  u s e  t h i s  t e r m ,  how ever ,  b e c a u se  i t ,  l i k e  th e  te rm  " s p e c io u s  

p r e s e n t , "  im p l i e s  a  te m p o ra l  c o n t e x t  o r  a  t im e - f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .

We do n o t  w is h  t o  deny t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  ^  t i n e  i n  some s e n s e ,  b u t  

we se e k  a  te rm  w h ich  i s  f r e e  from such a  c o n n o t a t i o n .

7 .  Im m ediate  E x p e r i e n c e : Two s a l i e n t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  u s e  

o f  t h i s  te rm  f o r  ou r  p u rp o se s  a r e  : ( a )  th e  t e r r a  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a l s o  a  " m e d ia te  e x p e r i e n c e ; "  (b )  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l  m eanings 

o f  t h e  te rm  w h ich  have found a  d e f i n i t e  p la c e  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t e r a i -  

n o lo g y .

1 .  M e ta p h y s ic  o f  Exper i e n c e , I ,  c h .  2 ,  e n t i t l e d  "The Moment o f  Ex
p e r i e n c e  .

2 .  "The Moment o f  E x p e r i e n c e , "  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  
S o c i e t y , 1 9 1 5 -1 6 ,  p p .  1 f f .

3 .  A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e s e  m eanings o f  " im m edia te  e x p e r i e n c e "  would 
in v o lv e  t o o  much f o r  ou r  p u rp o s e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  However, we may c i t e  
a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  a r t i c l e s  w h ich  t r e a t  o f  m ean ings  o f  im m ediate  
e x p e r i e n c e  :

Bouwsma, 0 .  K . ,  On D i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  C r i t e r i o n  o f  F .  H . B r a d le y , 
p p .  71 f f . '

Rode, B. H . ,  "The Concept o f  Im m ediacy ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1912, 
p p . 141 f f .

B ra d le y ,  F .  H . ,  "On Our Knowledge o f  Im m ediate  E x p e r i e n c e ,  M ind,
1909, p p .  40 f f .  A^so i n E ssa y s  i n  T ru th  and R e a l i t y ,  c h .  6, 

Deweys J . ,  " Im m edia te  E x o er ie .io e  .'7' J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1905, p p .
597 f f .

F i t e  W«, "The P r i o r i t y  o f  I n n e r  E x p e r i e n c e ,  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Review , 
1895 , p p .  129 f f .

( n o te  c o n t in u e d  on n e x t  page)



15

8 ,  P ure  E x p e r i e n c e ; "The te rm  'P u r e  E x p e r i e n c e '  i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  th e  German ' r e i n e  E r f a h r u n g , '  b u t  t h e  German 

word ' r e i n '  s u g g e s t s  ' m e r e /  'n o t h i n g  e l s e  t h a n /  w h ich  t h e  E n g l i s h  

word ' p u r e '  l e s s  r e a d i l y  c o n n o te s .  The E n g l i s h  te rm  a t  once s u g g e s t s  

th e  q u e s t i o n :  What i s  a n  unpure  e x p e r i e n c e ?  E x p e r ie n c e  c o n c e iv e d  

n o t  a s  p u re  i s  c o n c e iv e d  n o t  a s  e x p e r i e n c e  s im p ly ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  

s u c h ,  b u t  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  some a e t a p h y s i c .  P u re  e x 

p e r i e n c e  i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t a k e n  i n  an  a b s o l u t e l y  e m p i r i c a l  w ay , and  

c o n c e iv e d  w i th o u t  m e ta p h y s ic a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  . . .  w i th o u t  m e ta p h y s i 

c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s , " ^

I f  th e  t e r n  w ere  c o n c e iv e d  " w i th o u t  m e ta p h y s ic a l  im p l i c a 

t i o n s , "  we m ig h t  be a b l e  t o  u se  t h e  t e r m .  B u t ,

( a )  As Bush n o t e s ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  "unpu re  e x p e r i e n c e . "

( b )  As A v e n a r iu s  and  James use  th e  te rm ,  "p u re  e x p e r i e n c e  "co n es  

t o  mean "common e x p e r i e n c e , "  o r  a t  l e a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  some o f  w h ich  i s  

common t o  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s .  James d i s c u s s e s  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f

3 ( c o n t i n u e d ) .

Jo a c h im , H. J . ,  Im m ediate  E x p e r ie n c e  and M e d ia t io n , An I n a u g u r a l  
L e c tu re  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O xfo rd ,  20 , 
November, 1919. I n  Oxford L e c tu r e s  i n  P h i lo s o p h y ,  1911-
1923 .  '  ̂ „

L e ig h to n ,  J .  A . ,  " C o g n i t iv e  Thought and  Immediate E x p e r i e n c e ,  
J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1906 , p .  174 .

R è i d ' , . L .  A t  I ' 'fwmedjft t e  E x p e r ie n c e  ; I t s  N a tu re  and C o n te n t ,  M ind, 
1930, p p .  154 f f .

S c h i l l e r ,  F .  C. S . ,  "Thought and  Im m ediacy ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y ,
1906, p p .  234 f f .

P i a t t ,  D. A . ,  " Im m ediate  E x p e r i e n c e , "  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l o s o p h y , 1928, 
p p .  477 f f .

1 .  W. T .  B ush , A v e n a r iu s  and  th e  S ta n d p o in t  o f  P u re  E x p e r i e n c e , 
p . 3 5 ,  n o t e •
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two s tre a m s  o f  pu re  e x p e r i e n c e .  A v e n a r iu s  p i c t u r e s  th e  w hole  o f  

h i s t o r y  a s  a n  e v o l u t i o n  o f  pu re  e x p e r ie n c e *

( c )  As P r o f e s s o r  Drake p o i n t s  o u t ,  "a  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  'p u r e  

e x p e r i e n c e ' "  i s  " a  p h i lo s o p h y  w h ich  r e f u s e s  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a n y th in g  

o u t s i d e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e . " ^

9 .  M ind; W hile  th e  te r ra  "mind" i s  som etim es em ployed t o
2

d en o te  w h a t  we w is h  t o  d en o te  by t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e , "  we have two 

o b j e c t i o n s  t o  i t s  em ployment;

( a )  I t  h a s  numerous o t h e r  m eanings w h ich  a r e  more common, 

and  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  m eaning  we 

choose  and t h e s e  o t h e r s  w ould  be to o  d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  and  t o o  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a in ta in  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .

(b )  We f a v o r  a n o t h e r  m eaning o f  t h e  te rm  a s  i t s  " p ro p e r"

m e a n in g .

1 0 .  S t a t e  o f  M ind : "We g e t  ' s t a t e s '  o f  m ind i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  

i f ,  by  a  f i c t i o n ,  we a r r e s t  th e  s t re a m  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a t  a  g iv e n  

moment and t a k e  a  c r o s s  s e c t io n ." ®  Those who sp eak  o f  "a  s t a t e  o f  

m ind" u n d o u b te d ly  i n t e n d  t o  deno te  w h a t we in t e n d  t o  d e n o te  by th e  

te rra  " p r e s e n c e . "  But o b v io u s ly ,  a s  c r i t i c s  have so o f t e n  p o in t e d  o u t ,  

t h e  te r ra  " m e n ta l  s t a t e "  c o n n o te s  s t a t i c n e s s  and  th e  use  o f  i t  i n 

v o lv e s  a  c o n s e q u e n t  n eed  f o r  r e l a t i n g  s t a t i c  s t a t e s  b y  means o f  some 

e x t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m o tio n  w h ich  i s  i t s e l f  n o t  s t a t i c .  " P re se n c e "

1 .  D uran t D rak e ,  Mind an d  I t s  P la c e  i n  N a tu r e , p .  3 5 .

2 .  W arner F i t e  sp eak s  o f  t h e  u sag e  o f  " e x p e r i e n c e , "  " c o n s c io u s n e s s , "  
and  "mind" a s  synonyms o r  " e q u i v a l e n t s . "  C f .  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Review , 
1896 , p .  1 3 0 .

3 .  R. F .  A . H o e rn l^ ,  "Symposium— Can There Be A n y th in g  O bscure o r  Im
p l i c i t  i n  a  M en ta l  S t a t e ? "  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  S o o ie t j r ,
1 9 1 2 -1 3 ,  p .  302 .
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i s  a  te r ra  w h ich  c o n n o te s  n e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t i c  n o r  t h e  f lo w in g .

1 1 .  B efo re  th e  M in d ; The p h ra se  " b e f o r e  th e  mind" i s  

som etim es u s e d  t o  den o te  w hat we i n t e n d  t o  den o te  by t h e  te rm  

" p r e s e n c e . "  But t h i s  p h ra s e  im p l ie s  ( a )  a  mind and  (b )  a  r e l a t i o n  

o f  " b e f o r e n e s s "  be tw een  th e  mind and  t h i s  w h ich  i s  b e fo r e  i t .  We 

s e e k  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  m eaning o f  t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  i n  such a  way a s  

t o  be from i m p l i c a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s .

12 . Phenomenon: The te rm  "phenomenon" i s  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  

b e ca u se  i t  im p l i e s  a  n on -phenom ena l,  o r  noum ena l,  k in d  o f  b e i n g .

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  o u r  o b j e c t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  Maoh: "What do 

we u n d e r s t a n d  by  th e  ’ g iv e n ? '  Maoh answ ers  t h a t  th e  ' g i v e n '  c o n s i s t s  

Qjf a p p e a r a n c e s , phenom ena. One m ust n o t ,  h o w ev er ,  in c lu d e  i n  th e  

n o t i o n  o f  phenomena any  r e f e r e n c e  t o  som eth in g  b e h in d  th e  phenomena, 

a s  Kant d o e s . " ^  And, we w ould  a d d ,  we m ust n o t  e x c lu d e  from th e  

n o t i o n  phenomenon t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e r e  b e in g  som eth ing  c o n d i t i o n 

in g  t h e  phenomenon, a s  Maoh d o e s .  The n o t i o n  o f  phenomenon, i n s o f a r  

a s  i t  can  be t a k e n  a s  a  synonym f o r  th e  n o t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  im p l ie s  

n e i t h e r  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f ,  n o r  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f ,  b e in g  w h ich  i s

n o t  phenomenon.

I S .  Appearance : The term "appearance" i s  u se d  to  d en o te

w hat we i n t e n d  t o  d en o te  by  th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e , "  b u t  we h e s i t a t e  t o  

em ploy th e  te rm  b e c a u se  i t  i s  o r d i n a r i l y  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  a  non-

1 ,  E r i c h  Be C h e r ,  "The P h i l o s o p h i c a l  View o f  E r n s t  M aoh," P h i lo s o p h i -  
c a l  Review , 1905, p .  5 35 .
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a p p a r e n t  r e a l i t y  w h ich  a p p e a r s  i s  im p l i e d  by i t .

1 4 .  O o n se io u s n e s s ; The te rm  " c o n s c io u s n e s s "  i s  one o f  t h e  

te rm s  w h ic h  m ost c l e a r l y  d e n o te s  t h a t  w h ich  we in t e n d  t o  deno te  by 

th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  But i t  i s  a  te rm  w h ich  i s  so p o p u la r  and so  

th o r o u g h l y  a b u se d  t h a t  i t  b e a r s  w i t h  i t  a n  abundance o f  unw anted 

s u g g e s t io n s *

" i t  h a s  been  s u g g e s te d ^  t h a t  w ere  ' t h e  u se  o f  t h e  te rm  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  be fo rb id d e n  f o r  a  s e a s o n ,  co n tem p o ra ry  th o u g h t  

w o u ld  be s e t  t h e  wholesome t a s k  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  more d e f i n i t e  te rm s  

w i t h  w h ich  t o  r e p l a c e  i t ,  and  a  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  c o n v e n ie n t  

m y s te ry  w ould  be d i s s i p a t e d . ' "  We a r e ,  o b v io u s ly ,  engaged  in  t h i s

"wholesome t a s k . "

Among o u r  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  te rm  a r e  th e  ft 1 low ing :

( a )  I t  t e n d s  t o  im p ly  u n c o n s c io u s n e s s  o r  n o n - c o n s c io u s n e s s .

"The te rm  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n  i t s  w i d e s t  s en se  i m p l i c i t l y  c o n t a in s  above

t h e  t h r e s h o l d  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  m e a n in g .  And t h e  mere a d d i t i o n ,  above

t he t h r e s h o l d , does  no more o f  i t s e l f ,  t h a n  e x p l i c i t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h

it3i t  from n o n -c o n s c io u s n e s s *

(b )  I t  h a s  c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  u s a g e s  w h ich  a r e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e :

1 ,  R» B. P e r r y ,  "C o n c e p t io n s  and  M is c o n c e p t io n s  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  Review» 1904, p .  282»

2 ,  B .  B. McGilvary^, "E x p e r ie n c e  an d  i t s  I n n e r  D u p l i c i t y , "  M ind , 1909,
p .  226»

3 ,  S .  H . Hodgson, M e tap h y s ic  o f  E x p e r i e n c e , I ,  p .  6 6 .
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(1 )  W i l l i a m  James and  th e  N e o - R e a l i s t s  h o ld  t h a t  i t  co n 

n o te s  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  "C o n sc io u sn e ss  c o n n o te s  a  k in d  o f  e x t e r 

n a l  r e l a t i o n . ’«1

"W il l iam  James an d  P r o f e s s o r  W oodbridge p ro p o se  . . .  t h e  
v iew  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t - t e r m  o f  a  s u b j e c t -  
o b j e c t  r e l a t i o n ,  b u t  i s  i t s e l f  a  r e l a t i o n  be tw een  t e r m s ,  and 
t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n  i s  an  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n  w h ich  does  n o t  i n  
any  way change t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  te rm s  w h ich  i t  r e l a t e s .  
T hèse  two t h i n k e r s  d i f f e r ,  how ever,  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
t h e y  make o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  w h ich  i s  p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s ,

"The fo rm e r  t r e a t s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  th e  r e l a t i o n  w hich  
o b t a i n s  b e tw een  two e x p e r i e n c e s  when one p a s s e s  i n t o  th e  
o t h e r  i n  t h e  con tinuum  o f  p e r s o n a l  b io g r a p h y .  The l a t e r  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  th e  e a r l i e r ,  s t a n d s  t o  i t  i n  
t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  C o n sc io u sn e ss  i s  n o th in g  
b u t  th e  f e l t  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  l a t e r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  one t h a t  
h a s  p r e c e d e d  i t .  No e x p e r i e n c e  t a k e n  by i t s e l f  i s  c o n s c io u s ;  
i t  i s  j u s t  p u re  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w i th o u t  any  in n e r  d u p l i c i t y ;  
i t  i s  a  mere t h a t , w hose n a t u r e  i s  a l l  t o l d  when you have 
en u m e ra te d  t h e  s e n s i b l e  q u a l i a  and  r e l a t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  i n  
' t h e  i n s t a n t  f i e l d  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t . '  When c o n s c io u s n e s s  a r i s e s ,  
i t  comes a s  a  new r e l a t i o n  t y i n g  two s u c c e s s iv e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
t o  each  o t h e r  i n  such  a  way t h a t  t h e y  now b o th  b e lo n g  t o  
t h e  same s e l f .

" F o r  P r o f e s s o r  W oodbridge , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s  a r i s e s  w hen , i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m u l t i f a r i o u s  r e l a t i o n s  
t h a t  o b t a i n  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a  r e l a t i o n  o f  m eaning a r i s e s  b e 
tw een th e  o b j e c t s .  U nder t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  common sen se  and 
o f  s c i e n c e ,  'we a r e  w on t t o  t h i n k  o f  a  w o r ld  w i t h o u t  con
s c io u s n e s s  i n  i t  a s  a  w o r ld  d ev o id  o f  m e a n in g .  Add c o n s c io u s 
n e s s  t o  t h a t  w o r ld  an d  th e n  meaning i s  a d d e d ,  b u t  n o th in g
e l s e . ' 2 " 3

1 .  W i l l i a m  Jam es ,  E s s a y s  i n  R a d ic a l  E m p ir ic i s m , p .  25 .

2 .  Q uoted from "The P rob lem  o f  C o n s c io u sn e ss"  i n  S tu d i e s  i n  P h i l o s 
ophy and P s y c h o lo g y  by Former S tu d e n ts  o f  C h a r le s  Edward Carm an, p .  160.

3 .  E .  B. M c G ilv a ry ,  " E x p e r ie n c e  a s  P u re  and C o n sc io u sn e s s  a s  Mean
i n g , "  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1911, p .  511 .
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(2 )  P .  H. B ra d le y  h o ld s  t h a t  " c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  n o t  co 

e x t e n s i v e  w i th  e x p e r i e n c e " ^  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  one p a r t  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e .  He d i s t i n g u i s h e s  betw een " f e e l i n g "  o r  " im m edia te  e x 

p e r i e n c e , "  on th e  one h a n d ,  and  " th o u g h t"  o r  "m ed ia te  e x p e r i e n c e , "

2on th e  o t h e r .  I t  i s  t h i s  l a t t e r  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

1 .  E s s a y s  i n  T r u t h  and  R e a l i t y , p .  192.

2 ,  F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  th e  many m eanings o f  " c o n s c io u s n e s s "  
i s  h a r d l y  w a r r a n t e d  h e r e .  D is c u s s io n s  o f  them a re  t o  be found in  
t h e  fo l lo w in g  a r t i c l e s  and  bo o k s :

Bode, B. H . ,  " D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 
1913, p .  2 3 2 . f f .

Bode, B. H . ,  " R e a l i s t i c  C oncep tions  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
Review , 1911, p p .  256 f f .

B ood in , J . T T T ^ C o n s o i o u s n e s s  and R e a l i t y , "  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 
1908 , p p .  169 f f  and  561 f f .

B\ish, W. ? • ,  "An E m p i r i c a l  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  
p h i l o s o p h y , 1905, p p .  561 f f .

D av idson , W. L . ,  ^ D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  M ind, V o l .  6 ,  p p .
406 f f .

Dewey, J . ,  "The te rm s  'C o n s c io u s '  and 'C o n s c io u s n e s s ,  J o u r n a l  o f  
P h i lo s o p h y ,  1906, p p .  39 f f .

G ore ,  G . ,  "A S c i e n t i f i c  View o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  M o n is t ,  V o l .  15,
p p .  227 f f .  . n o

Lewes G. H . ,  "C o n sc io u sn e ss  and U n c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  M ind, V o l .  2 ,
p p .  156 f f .

M i l l e r ,  D. S . ,  " i s  C o n sc io u sn ess  'A  Type o f  B ehav io r  ? J o u r n a l  o f  
P h i lo s o p h y ,  1911, p p .  322 f f .  ^

N o r r i s ,  0 .  0 . ,  "A B e h a v i o r i s t  A ccount o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  
p h i l o s o p h y ,  1929, p p .  29 f f  an d  56 f f .  

p e r r y ,  R . B . ,  "C o n cep t io n s  and M isc o n c e p t io n s  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
P s y c h o lo g ic a l  Review , 1904, p p .  282 f f .

Rehrake, Johannes, ^Fundamental C onceptions Regarding th e  nature o f  
C o n sc io u sn ess ,"  P h ilo s o p h ic a l R eview , 1897, p p .  449 f f .  

S e l la r s ,  R. W .,  " i s  C onsciou sn ess P h y s ica l?  J o u r n a l  o f  P h ilo so p h y , 
1922, p p .  690 f f .

Shand, A. P . ,  "The N atu re  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  M ind , 1891, p p .  206 f f . 
S in g e r ,  E .  A . ,  J r . ,  "On th e  C onsc ious  M ind,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 

1929, p p .  561 f f .
S tro n g  C. A . ,  "The N a tu re  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s , '  J o u r n a l  o^ P h i lo s o p h y , 

1912 , p p .  533 f f ,  561 f f ,  585 f f .
(n o te  c o n t in u e d  on n e x t  page)
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1 5 . A w areness ; The te rm  "a w aren ess"  i s  u s e d  t o  d en o te  

t h a t  w h ich  we i n t e n d  t o  d en o te  hy t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e H o w e v e r ,  th e  

t e r n  " a w a re n e s s "  t e n d s  t o  su g g e s t  someone who i s  aw are and  som eth ing  

w h ich  t h i s  one i s  aw are of*  The te rm  " p r e s e n c e , "  l e t  u s  em phasize  

a g a i n ,  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be f r e e  from su ch  s u g g e s t i o n s .  We s h a l l ,  how

e v e r ,  f i n d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  use  t h e  te rm  " a w a r e n e s s ,"  b u t  we s h a l l

do so w i t h o u t  in t e n d in g  t h a t  th e  te rm  conno te  w h a t  we h e re  o b j e c t  t o .

1 6 .  A t t e n t i o n - s p a n ; The te rm  " a t t e n t i o n - s p a n "  may be t a k e n  

a s  d e n o t in g  w h a t we i n t e n d  t o  d en o te  by  th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  But 

i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  m eaning o f  th e  te rm  " a t t e n t i o n - s p a n "  c o n n o te s  an  

a t t e n d a n t  o r  d u r a t i o n  i n  t im e  o r  e x t e n s i o n  i n  s p a c e ,  i t  co n n o te s  

w h a t we c a n n o t  p e r m i t  t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  t o  c o n n o te .

17 . O th e r  t e r n s  w h ich  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  deno te  w hat we i n t e n d  

t o  d en o te  by t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e , "  y e t  w h ich  in v o lv e  c o n n o ta t io n s  

u n d e s i r a b l e  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  a r e :  " th e  t o t a l  f i e l d  o f  my p r e s e n t  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s , " ^  " p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o n t in u u m ," ^  " p r i v a t e  w or ld ,"®

2 ( c o n t i n u e d ) .
W oodbridge ,  P .  J .  S . ,  "The N a tu re  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  J p a m a l  o f  

p h i l o s o p h y , 1905, p p .  119 f f .

H o l t ,  S .  B . ,  The Concept o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s .
M a r s h a l l ,  H . R . ,  C o n s c io u s n e s s .
S t r o n g ,  C. A . ,  The O r ig in  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s , e s p e c i a l l y  C h ap te r  IV, 

on "Modem T h e o r i e s  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ."

1 .  C. I .  L ew is ,  Mind a n d  t h e  W orld O rd e r , p .  4 9 .

2 .  H e l e n  W odehouse, "Knowledge a s  P r e s e n t a t i o n , "  M ind, 1909, p .  3 91 ,
C f .  a l s o  N. K. S m ith ,  P ro legom ena t o  an  I d e a l i s t i c  T heory  o f  Knowlnd&e,
Ch. 6 .

3 . P r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  S o c i e t y , S u pp lem en ta ry  V o l .  2 ,  
p ,  l ë ë l  R u s s e l l .  P rob lem s o f  P h i lo s o p h y , p .  9 2 ,
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"oom preB ance ,"^  "knowledge by  a c q u a i n t a n c e W e  s h a l l  n o t  t a k e  

t im e  t o  c r i t i c i z e  th e m .

18 . P r e s e n c e  ; A lthough  we have a d o p te d  th e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  

f o r  ou r  p u r p o s e s ,  we do so a d v i s e d l y ,  f o r  we have a d o p te d  a  te rm  whidi 

i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  some e s t a b l i s h e d  m e an in g .  M eanings o f  t h e  te rm

w h ich  we do n o t  a d o p t ,  i n  a d o p t in g  t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e " ,  a r e  a s  fo l lc e r s '

3( a )  C o n s u l t in g  a  d i c t i o n a r y  we f i n d  s e v e r a l  r e c o g n iz e d  m eanings 

o f  th e  t e r m  " p r e s e n c e " :

1 .  A c t ,  f a c t o ,  o r  s t a t e  o f  b e in g  p r e s e n t ,  o r  o f  b e in g  i n

a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e  and  n o t  e l s e w h e r e ,  o r  o f  b e in g  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o r  c a l l ,  

a t  h a n d ,  o r  i n  some p la c e  t h a t  i s  b e in g  th o u g h t  o f ;  — opposed  t o  

a b s e n c e ;  a s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t r o o p s  saved  th e  c i t y .

2 .  The p a r t  o f  space  w i t h i n  o n e ’ s k e n ,  c a l l ,  i n f l u e n c e ;  

im m ed ia te  n e a r n e s s  o r  v i c i n i t y  o^  o n e .

3 .  An a s s e m b ly ,  e s p .  o f  p e r s o n s  o f  r a n k  o r  n o b i l i t y .

4 .  The w ho le  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  

p e r s o n ,  p e r s o n a l i t y .

5 .  P o r t ,  b e a r i n g ,  c a r r i a g e ,  m a in ,  a i r ,  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .

6 .  An a p p a r i t i o n ,  s p e c t o r .

( b )  M r. B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l  em ploys t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  i n  a

1 .  S .  A le x a n d e r ,  S p ace ,  Time, a n d  D e i ty ,  1 ,  p .  13 . C. D. B road , 
" p r o f .  A le x a n d e r ’ s G i f f o r d  L e c t u r e s , "  M ind, 1921, p .  2 7 .

2 .  B. R u s s e l l ,  P r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  Soci e t y ,  n . 108. 
B. R u s s e l l ,  P rob lem s  o f  P h ilo sophy" , o h .  5 ." '"S jTnposiura: I s  t h e r e  
Knowledge by A c q u a in t a n c e ,  P r o c . o f  A r i s t .  S o c . ,  Supp. V o l .  2 , 
p p .  159 f f .

3 .  W e b s te r ’ s New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i c t i o n a r y ,  1929.
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s p e c i a l  way w h ich  he d e s c r i b e s  f o r  h i s  p u rp o s e s ,^

( c )  The te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  be t a k e n  a s  oo n n o tin g  

" a b s e n c e . "  B u t ,  s in c e  we a r e  u s in g  th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  i n  a  p u r e ly  

d e n o t a t iv e  w ay , i t  d o es  n o t  even  conno te  " a b s e n c e . "

We have now f i n i s h e d  o u r  c r i t i q u e  o f  t e r m in o l o g y .  I n  i t  

we have been  c o n ce rn ed  w i t h  m«k i n g  c l e a r  w hat i t  i s  t h a t  we w ish  t o  

a n a l y s e ,  and w i t h  d e te rm in in g  th e  meaning o f  a  t e r n  t o  deno te  t h i s  

which we w is h  t o  a n a ly z e  w i th o u t  p r e d e t e r m in in g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e

a n a l y s i s  by  a d m i t t i n g  c o n n o t a t i o n s .

We have chosen  th e  te rm  " p re s e n c e "  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h a t  w hich

we w ish  t o  d e n o te .  We have a s s ig n e d  t o  i t  a  p u r e l y  d e n o t a t iv e  

m e an in g .  There  i s  i n v o l v e d ,  i n  ou r  employment o f  a t e r n  w i t h  a 

p u r e ly  d e n o t a t i v e  m e an in g ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  conv ey in g  t o  r e a d e r s  

t h a t  w hich  we w is h  t o  deno te  when t h a t  w h ich  we w ish  t o  deno te  ca n n o t  

be p o i n t e d  o u t .  We have a t t e m p te d  t o  overcome t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  

d e n o t a t i v e  n o n -c o m m u n ic a b i l i ty  by i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  meaning o f  th e  

te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  w i t h  t h e  m eanings o f  o th e r  t e r n s  w h ic h ,  i t  i s  

assum ed , a r e  u n d e r s to o d  by our r e a d e r s .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  we have 

ta k e n  g r e a t  p a in s  t o  make c l e a r ,  i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o n ly  w i th  r e g a r d  

t o  d e n o t a t i o n  and n o t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o n n o t a t i o n s .

1 .  B. R u s s e l l ,  "On th e  N a tu re  o f  A c q u a in ta n c e ,"  M o n is t , 1914, p .  443,
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I n  t h e  s e q u e l ,  we s h a l l  f in d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  u se  such  

t e r n s  a s  " g i v e n , "  " a p p e a r s , "  " a w a r e n e s s ,"  " e x p e r i e n c e , "  and " c o n 

s c io u s n e s s "  a s  synonyms fo r  t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  I n  so u s in g  t h e n ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  we i n t e n d  t h e i r  m eaning t o  be p u r e ly  d e n o t a t i v e .  Ws 

s h a l l  u se  th e n  beca u se  we w ish  t o  co n n e c t  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w i th  

t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s  and  because  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  f i n d  o u r  

a rg u m e n ts  more c l e a r  and c o n v in c in g  i f  t h e y  a re  c a s t  i n  a  t e r m i n 

o lo g y  w i th  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  more f a m i l i a r .
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S e c t i o n  C. CRITIQUE OF METHOD

Even a s ,  i n  a  C r i t i q u e  o f  Term ino logy , we so u g h t  t o

a v o id  p r e d e t e r m i n a t io n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  ou r  p ro p o sed  a n a l y s i s  by 

t h e  u se  o f  o o n n o ta t iv e  t e r m s , so now, i n  a  C r i t i q u e  o f  Method, we 

s e e k  t o  a v o id  p r e d e t e r m i n a t io n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  p roposed

a n a l y s i s  by t h e  method we employ.

In  t h i s  second  C r i t i q u e  we s h a l l ,  how ever,  be  l e s s  s u c 

c e s s f u l  t h a n  i n  t h e  f i r s t .  We must employ some m ethod . And t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be  c o n d i t io n e d  by  ou r  met:hod. And 

d e f e c t s  i n  o u r  method w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  d e f e c t s  in  o u r  a n a l y s i s .  But 

"we must i» k e  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  beg a s  few q u e s t io n s  a s  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h e

o u t s e t .  I f  we a r e  r ig o r o u s  enough we s h a l l  d i s c o v e r  j u s t  what

q u e s t i o n s  we have  t o  beg and why we beg  them ."^

I n  t h i s  C r i t i q u e ,  t h e n ,  we s h a l l  be  c o n ce rn ed  w ith  d e t e r 

m in ing  some o f  t h e  a ssu m p tio n s  in v o lv e d  in  ou r  a t t e m p t  t o  a n a ly z e  

p r e s e n c e  and t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  b e a r in g  t h e y  w i l l  h av e  upon our  

r e s u l t s .

T h ree  im p o r ta n t  a ssu m p tio n s  in v o lv e d  i n  o u r  a t t e m p t  t o  

a n a l y z e  p re s e n c e  a r e :  (1 )  t h e  " t h r e e  laws o f  t h o u g h t , "  (2 )  a  " th e o r y

o f  t y p e s , "  and (3 )  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a b i l i t y  o f  p r e s e n c e .

1 .  The " t h r e e  law s o f  t h o u g h t : The s o - o a l l e d  " t h r e e  laws

o f  t h o u g h t , "  assumed i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  A r i s t o t e l i a n  l o g i c  and in v o lv e d

1 .  Wendel T . Bush, A v en a r iu s  and t h e  S ta n d p o in t  o f  
p .  1 .
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i n  some way o r  o t h e r  I n  e v e ry  system  o f  a b s t r a c t  l o g i c ,  a r e  " th e  

Ip.w o f  i d e n t i t y , "  " th e  law o f  n o n - c o n t r a d i o t i o n , "  an d  " th e  law o f  

e x c lu d e d  m i d d l e , "  We assume t h e s e  laws a s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p o s t u l a t e s .  

I t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  we e x p l i c i t l y  r e c o g n iz e  t h i s  a s s u m p tio n  b e c a u se  

i t  h a s  an  im p o r t a n t  b e a r i n g  upon o u r  r e s u l t s .

F o r ,  e v e n  th o u g h  o u r  a n a l y s i s  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  b e  p u r e l y  

e m p i r i c a l  — t h a t  i s ,  we se e k  t o  a n a ly z e  s im p ly  w h a t  i s  g iv e n  

w i t h o u t  a l l o w i n g  o o n n o ta t i v e  te rm s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  o u r  r e s u l t s  — y e t  

we s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  a s s e r t  c o n c e rn in g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  m u s t  be so  and  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  c a n n o t  be so 

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  we p o s t u l a t e  th e s e  laws o f  t h o u g h t .  Thus ou r  a n a l y s i s  

i s  n o t  a  p u r e l y  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  a n  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  c o n 

d i t i o n e d  b y  t h e s e  laws o f  t h o u g h t .

The t h r e e  law s o f  t h o u g h t ,  when a p p l i e d  t o  ou r  p ro b le m , 

i n v o lv e  th e  t h r e e  f o l lo w in g  p o s t u l a t e s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

p r e s e n c e .  W h a tev e r  i s  i n  p re s e n c e  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  and w h a te v e r  i s  

n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  W hatever  i s  i n  p re s e n c e  i s  n o t  

o u t  o f  p r e s e n c e  and w h a te v e r  i s  ou t  o f  p re s e n c e  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  

W h a tev e r  i s ,  i s  e i t h e r  i n  p re s e n c e  o r  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  Our i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  no m a t t e r  w h a t  i t s  n a t u r e  a c t u a l l y  i s ,  w i l l

conform  t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  p o s t u l a t e s .

2 .  A " t h e o r y  o f  t y p e s ;"  We f in d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  invoke  a

t h e o r y  o f  t y p e s  t o  g e t  u s  o u t  o f  a  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  w h ich  we s h a l l  c a l l

th e  " p r e s e n c o - c e n t r i c  p r e d ic a m e n t . "  Logic by i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e
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i n v o l v e s  a  " l o g i c o - c e n t r i c  p re d ic a m e n t"  su ch  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some 

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  a l l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ic h  oanno t be a b o u t  them 

s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  When l o g i o  i s  u s e d  as  a  p a r t  o f  a  

method o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h i s  p r e d ic a m e n t  i s  t o  be found a l s o  i n  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  And s e ,  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  p r e s e n c e ,  

we f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  w h ich  we c a l l  t h e  " p re s e n c o -  

c e n t r i c  p r e d i c a m e n t , "  and  w h ich  i s  due t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  l o g i c  

we em ploy .

The " s o l u t i o n "  t o  t h i s  p r e d ic a m e n t  i n  l o g i c  i s  t o  p o s t u 

l a t e  a  " t h e o r y  o f  t y p e s . "  T h is  t h e o r y  may be s t a t e d  t h u s :  No p r o 

p o s i t i o n  «an  be a b o u t  i t s e l f .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  seem ing t o  

be a b o u t  a l l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i s  r e a l l y  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  a  h i g h e r  ty p e  

t h a n  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ich  i t  i s  a b o u t .

The " s o l u t i o n "  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e - c e n t r i c  p re d ic a m e n t  i s  

l i k e w i s e  t o  p o s t u l a t e  a  " th e o r y  o f  t y p e s . "  T h is  t h e o r y  may be 

s t a t e d  t h u s ;  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  b e in g  an  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n  o f  a l l  p r e s e n c e ,  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  p r e s e n c e .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p re s e n c e  i s  i n  some 

s e n s e  o t h e r  t h a n  p r e s e n c e ,  and  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p re s e n c e  does  

n o t  a p p ly  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i t s e l f .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  an  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  " h ig h e r  ty p e "  t h a n  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d .  T h is  

d o c t r i n e  h a s  b e e n  e x p re s s e d  i n  t h e  w ords  o f  W il l ia m  James t h u s ;

"The s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  con 

s c i o u s n e s s  he i s  s tu d y in g .  Both  i t s e l f  an d  i t s  own o b j e c t  a r e
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o b j e c t s  f o r  h im ."

We invoke  t h i s  " th e o r y  o f  ty p e s "  t o  f o r e s t a l l  t h e  c r i t i 

c ism  t h a t  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  i t s e l f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t h a t  s in c e  a l l  

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i s  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  an d  s i n c e  a l l  

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  f o r  a n a l y s i s  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e  

o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  m ust be i n  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  and  i n  p r e s e n c e .

But o b v io u s ly  we do n o t  i n t e n d  t h a t  o u r  t h e o r y  i s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  

p r e s e n c e  n o r  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  s u c h  t h a t  o u r  t h e o r y  c o u ld  be c o n ta in e d

w i t h i n  i t .

We assum e, t h e n ,  a s  a  p a r t  o f  ou r  m e th o d ,  t h a t  o u r  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  n o t  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t s e l f .  Our i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  i s  o f  su c h  a  n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  does  n o t  a p p ly  t o  i t s e l f .  The 

r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  a g a i n ,  th u s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by our

m e th o d .

3 .  The i n t e r p r e t a b i l i t y  o f  p r e s e n c e ; ( a )  I n  o r d e r  t o  make 

a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  we m ust assume t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  

i n t e r p r e t a b l e .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  i n  some se n se

1 ,  M ind , V o l .  9 ,  p » 2 0 .

2 A f t e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  was w r i t t e n  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  t e r n  
" i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  a s  u s e d  b o re  w i t h  i t  a  s e r i o u s  a m b ig u i ty .  S in ce

o f  m e a n in g .  The te rm  " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h as  t h r e e  m e a n in g s ,  ( a )  i t

o f  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r .  Symbols appended  t o  t h i s  t e r m ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  each  
o f  t h e s e  m ean ings  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a r e ,  a ,  b ,  a b .
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o t h e r  th a n  p r e s e n c e .  Does th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n * ^ ,  t h e n ,  have t o  be

l i k e  t h a t  w h ich  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d ® ^ ?  W hether i t  m ust o r  n o t ,  we m ust
ab

assume t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e .

But i n  a ssu m in g  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  ô f  p r e s e n c e  i s  

p o s s i b l e ,  we s h o u ld  make a s  e x p l i c i t  a s  p o s s i b l e  w h a t i s  in v o lv e d  

i n  t h i s  a s s u m p tio n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . ® ^  The 

r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ®  w i l l  be c o n d i t i o n e d  by th e  n a t u r e  o f  

i n t e r p r o t a t i o n ® ^ , so  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i t s  n a t u r e  i s  a d v i s a b l e  a t  t h e  

o u t s e t .  W hat, t h e n ,  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ? ® ^

By " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n " ® ^  we mean th e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i n  a  t h e o r y  

by c o n c e p ts  t h a t  w h ich  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d .  The r e s u l t s  o f  an  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n ®  a r e  s t a t e d  i n  te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  o r  u n i v e r s e l s .  Even 

th o u g h  t h a t  w h ich  we d e n o te  by  t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  o f  i t  m ust be in  t e r n s  o f  u n i v e r s e l s .  And 

any  n o n -o o n o e p tu a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  p r e s e n c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n ^  m ust be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  by  c o n c e p t s .

W hether t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  by u n i v e r s a i s  

and  o f  n o n - c o n c e p tu a l  by  c o n c e p ts  i s  t o  be c o n s id e r e d  f a l s i f i c a t i o n ,  

we do n o t  n e e d  t o  d e te rm in e  so  f a r  a s  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  i s  con

c e r n e d .  But we m ust r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  in v o lv e s  t h e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  by  so m eth in g  w h ich  i s  b o th  o t h e r  t h a n  

and  i s  some r e s p e c t s  u n l i k e  p r e s e n c e . And we m ust r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  

th e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ®  a r e  th u s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by 

th e  n a t u r e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , ® ^
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(b )  I n  c o n s id e r i n g  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a b i l i t y  

o f  p r e s e n c e ,  we m ust r e c o g n i z e ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n ®  h a s  l a s t e d  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  y e a r s ,  w h i le  p r e s e n c e  i t s e l f  

h a s ,  b y  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a  d u r a t i o n  o f  b u t  a  few s e c o n d s .  The 

q u e s t i o n  th e n  a r i s e s :  Can t h e r e  be an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n *  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  

when p r e s e n c e  i s  one p a r t i c u l a r ?  I s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  a n  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n * ^  o f  one p a r t i c u l a r  w h ich  had  i t s  b e in g  when t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ®  b e g a n ,  o r  i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  an  i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n ® ^  o f  a  number o f  p a r t i c u l a r s , o r  i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  an  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  o f  a  ty p e  o f  w h ic h  th e  p a r t i c u l a r s  a r e  i n s t a n c e s ?

The te rm  " p re s e n c e "  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  d en o te  one p a r t i c u l a r .

I t  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  d en o te  two o r  more p a r t i c u l a r s .  The te rm  

" p r e s e n c e s "  may be u se d  t o  deno te  more p a r t i c u l a r s  t h a n  o n e . The 

te rm  " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n " ® ^  means " r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c 

t e r i s t i c s . "  I n  a s k in g  w hat s h a l l  be o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  o f  p r e s e n c e  

we a r e  a s k in g  w h a t  i s  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e  o r  w h a t  a r e  t h e  e s a e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

p r e s e n c e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  p a r 

t i c u l a r .  But t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  may a p p l y  t o  s e v e r a l  p a r t i c u l a r s .

We do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  be i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  a  ty p e  o f  w h ich  

p a r t i c u l a r s  a r e  i n s t a n c e s .  We in t e n d  t o  be i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w h ich  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ may o r  may n o t  a p p ly  t o  more

p a r t i c u l a r s  t h a n  one *

The te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  i s  n o t  a  " p r o p e r  nam e."  I t  i s  a
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"common name" u s e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  t o  d e n o te  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i c u l a r s .  

Y et e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  d e n o te d  by t h e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e "  may be supposed  

t o  have  a  n a t u r e  w hich  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ by  

c o n c e p t s ,  i f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ i s  p o s s i b l e .  And we m u s t  assune t h a t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ i s  p o s s i b l e .

The p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ®  i s  a  p r o c e s s  w hereby  we 

a b s t r a c t  e l e m e n ts  from d i f f e r e n t  p r e s e n c e s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  by h o ld in g  

one p r e s e n c e  up  b e f o r e  u s  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We do n o t  t a k e  a p a r t  

one p r e s e n c e ,  b u t , b y  o b s e r v in g  s e v e r a l  p r e s e n c e s ,  p ro d u ce  an  h y p o th 

e s i s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r e  and  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  

We a r e  n o t  i n t e n d i n g  t o  suppose  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t y p i c a l  p r e s e n c e ,  

b u t  we m u s t  su p p o se ,  i f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ i s  p o s s i b l e  and  t r u e ,  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  n a t u r e  t y p i c a l  t o  a l l  p r e s e n c e s .  We do n o t  w is h  t o  

h y n o s t i t i z e  a  p r e s e n c e ,  b u t  t o  h y p o th e s i z e  c o n c e rn in g  i t s  supposed  

n a t u r e ,

We i n t e n d  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ t o  be such t h a t ,  w h enever  

a n y th in g  i s  d e n o te d  by th e  te rm  " p r e s e n c e , "  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ w i l l  

be a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ o f  i t .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ i s  a  . u n i v e r s a l  i n  

t h a t  i t  may a p p ly  t o  s e v e r a l  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a lw ay s  an  i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h a t  i s ,  i t  i s  a lw ays  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

p r e s e n c e ,  n o t  a t y p i c a l  p r e s e n c e ,  t h a t  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n . ' ’ Y et t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t r u e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^  p re s u p p o s e s  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t y p i c a l  n a t u r e  — a  s e t  o f  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

— w h ich  i s  somehow in v o lv e d  i n  th e  b e in g  o f  w h a te v e r  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d
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by th e  te r ra  " p r e s e n c e . "

In  a s k in g  w h a t  s h a l l  be o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ o f  p r e s e n o e ,  

we a r e  a s k in g  w h a t  a r e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e .

I f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ i s  p o s s i b l e ,  and  we a r e  a ssu m in g  t h a t  i t  i s ,  

p r e s e n c e  h a s  c e r t a i n  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , ' ’ 

a g a i n ,  i s  o f  two s o r t s :  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  o r  a n a l y s i s ,  and  

e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I n  a s k in g  w h a t s h a l l  be our 

i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  we a r e  a s k in g  w h a t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

m us t be d i s c o v e r e d  by an  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  I n  a s k in g  

w h a t  s h a l l  be  o u r  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  we a r e  a s k in g  

w h a t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m u s t  be in voked  t o  g iv e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p la n a 

t i o n  o f  w hat t a k e s  p la c e  i n  p r e s e n c e .

A w ord  f u r t h e r  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f ,  o r  a n a l y s i s  

o f ,  p r e s e n c e :  Our a n a l y s i s  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be e m p i r i c a l .  Y e t ,  by 

a n a l y s i s  we mean an  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c o v e r  w hat a r e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n o e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  w hat 

i s  g i v e n .  We do n o t  w is h  t o  p re su p p o se  t h a t  th e  a t t e m p t  m ust be 

s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  m ust be fo u n d ,  by  a n a l y s i s ,  t o  

hav e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  We w is h  s im p ly  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  h a s .  I n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  o u r  a n a l y s i s  we s h a l l  

a s k ,  c o n c e rn in g  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  a r e  commonly con 

s i d e r e d  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r e s e n c e ,  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l .
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So much, t h e n ,  f o r  a C r i t i q u e  o f  M ethod . I n  i t  we have 

s o u g h t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ® ^  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  c o n 

d i t i o n e d  (1 )  by th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l o g i c a l  m e thodo logy  em ployed ,

(2 )  by  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  ou r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ a p p ly in g  t o  i t s e l f ,  

and  (3 )  by th e  n a t u r e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i t s e l f , ' ’ w h ich  i n v o l v e s :

( a )  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  by u n i v e r s a l s  and  o f  n o n -e o n -  

c e p t u a l  e l e m e n t s  by  c o n c e p ts  and (b )  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ' ’ 

t o  more p r e s e n c e s  t h a n  one and s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  a  t y p i c a l  n a tu r e  f o r

a  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e s e n c e .

These  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e d e t e r m i n e ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  How t o  a v o id  such  p r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  we do 

n o t  know. We m ig h t  s u b s t i t u t e  o th e r  s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  how 

t o  a v o id  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  we do n o t  know.

We have  n o t  made an  a t t e m p t  t o  make e x p l i c i t  a l l  o f  t h e  a s s u m p t io n s  

i n v o l v e d ,  b u t  o n ly  th o s e  w hich  we th o u g h t  t o  be o f  fu n d am e n ta l  im- 

n o r t a n c e .
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S e c t io n  D. INTERPRETATION OP THE NATURE OF PRESENCE

I n t r o d u c t i o n

What h a s  been  w r i t t e n  so f a r  h as  been  i n t r o d u c t o r y ,  o r  

by way o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  th e  a c t u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o "  t i e  n e io r e  

o f  p r e s e n o e .  We cone now t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  CXir g e n e r a l  

p ro b lem  i s :  What i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f ,  o r  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f ,  

p r e s e n o e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s ? We s h a l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  g e n e r a l  

p ro b lem  by  t r e a t i n g  a  number o f  s p e c i f i c  p ro b le m s ,

1 . We s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  p rob lem s i n  t h e  form :

M ust X be g iv e n ?  We s t a t e  t h e  p rob lem s i n  t h i s  way b eca u se  t h e r e  

some t h e o r i z e r s  whe a s s e r t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m us t be 

g i v e n .  We s e e k ,  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  g iv e n ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  w h a t ,  i f  

a n y ,  c h a . r a c t e r i s t i c s  m ust be g i v e n .  We s h a l l  f i n d ,  f a r t h e r ,  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c a n n o t  be g i v e n .  And we s h a l l  n o te  c e r t a i n  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  may o r  may n o t  be g iv e n ,  i .  e . ,  w h ich  a r e  n o t  

e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e .

2 .  Our t r e a t m e n t  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  p rob lem s w i l l  

conform  t o  no s e t  o u t l i n e ,  th o u g h  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ( a )  t h e  a rgum ent 

o r  a rg u m e n ts  em ployed t o  p ro v e  o u r  c o n t e n t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  non 

e s s e n t i a l i t y  o r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b e lo n g in g  

t o  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be (b )  an  a t t e m p t  t o  r e l a t e ,  w here c o n v e n i e n t ,  

o u r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p rob lem  t o  t r e a t m e n t s  b y  o t h e r s ,  ( c )  

some s u g g e s t i o n ,  w here c o n v e n i e n t ,  o f  th e  b e a r i n g  o f  o u r  c o n c lu s io n  

on a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  and  (d )  an  e m p h a s i s ,  w here  a d v i s a b l e ,  

on t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,
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( I t  i s  v i t a l l y  im p o r t a n t  t o  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  a im  i n  

making t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  t o  make an  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

p r e s e n o e ,  and t h a t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  r e s o r t e d  t o  i s  o n ly  

i n c i d e n t a l  and  in c l u d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  make c l e a r  t h e  p r e c i s e  im p o r t  

o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  Wo a r e  n o t  s e e k in g  t o  make a  com ple te  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  o n ly  t h a t  s o r t  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

w h ich  we c a l l  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  

added  i n  o r d e r  t o  make c l e a r  t h e  e x a c t  m eaning o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d e s 

c r i p t i o n  — and t h i s  i s  a d v i s a b l e  b ecause  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

e x p e r i e n c e  m e re ly  a s  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  g iv e n  have been  so i n f r e q u e n t  

t h a t  i t  i s  w i th  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  th e  r e a d e r  w i l l  fo l lo w  i f  some com

ment upon e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p re s e n c e  i s  n o t  c o n j o i n e d . )

3 .  The g e n e r a l  form o f  t h e  argum ent t o  be employed i n  

t r e a t i n g  eac h  o f  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  p rob lem s i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  P rob lem :

M ust X be g iv e n ?  F i r s t ,  w h a t i s  m eant by X? I f  X means som eth in g  

t h a t  i s  g iv e n ,  X c a n  be g i v e n .  I f  X means som eth in g  tV a t  i s  n o t  

g iv e n ,  X c a n n o t  be g iv e n .  For w h a te v e r  i s  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i n  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  w h a te v e r  i s  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  i s  e i t h e r  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  

But n e x t ,  i f  X can  be g iv e n ,  i s  i t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s ?  T h a t  i s ,  m ust X be g iv e n ?  How 

pro v e  t h a t  X i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r 

a b l e  by  a n a l y s i s ?  By showing t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some p r e s e n c e s  w h ich  

do n o t  c o n t a i n  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  some p r e s e n c e s
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w h ich  do  n o t  c o n t a i n  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  i t  i s  n o t  a n  e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p re s e n o e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s .

4 .  An o u t l i n e  o f  th e  p rob lem s t o  be t r e a t e d  i s ;  ( l )

Must i m p l i c i t n e s s  be g iv e n ?  (2 )  M ust b o u n d a r ie s  o f  p re s e n c e  be 

g iv e n ?  ( 3 )  M ust a  m a rg in  o f  p r e s e n c e  be g iv e n ?  (4 )  M ust u n i t y  be 

g iv e n ?  (5 )  M ust d u r a t i o n  be g iv e n ?  (6 )  M ust change be g iv e n ?

(7 )  M ust t h e  s e l f  be g iv e n ?  (8 )  Must p u rp o se  be g iv e n ?  (9 )  Must 

knowledge be g iv e n ?  (1 0 )  Must t r u t h  be g iv e n ?

5 .  Reasons f o r  s e l e c t i n g  th e s e  p rob lem s f o r  t r e a t m e n t  a r e  :

( a )  They a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s id e r e d  i m p o r t a n t ,  i f  we may 

judge  by  th e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e y  have  r e c e iv e d  from o t h e r s .

( b )  They b e a r  d i r e c t l y  upon  a rg u m en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  

p r e s e n c e  w h ic h  we s h a l l  d i s c u s s  i n  S e c t io n  E .  T h is  a n a l y s i s  i s  

in t e n d e d  t o  be a  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  w h o le s a l e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  a rg u m e n ts  

f o r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  p r e s e n c e .  D is c u s s io n  o f  t h e  p r e c i s e  im p o r t  o f  ou r  

a n a l y s i s ,  o r  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f

p r e s e n o e ,  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  S e c t io n  E .

(o )  We have s e l e c t e d  o n ly  t e n  p rob lem s f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n

and we c o n s i d e r  o u r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  them  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  our 

c o n t e n t i o n s ,  f o r ;  (1 )  I f  ou r  r e a d e r  be c o n v in ced  t h a t  o u r  a rgum ent 

h a s  been  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c e rn in g  t h e s e  t e n  p ro b le m s ,  he w i l l  p ro b a b ly  

be co n v in c e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  h o ld  f o r  a l l  p rob lem s c o n c e rn in g  o t h e r  

p o s s i b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e ;  (2 )  We a r e  p r o b a b ly  n o t  a c 

q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  

so  no m a t t e r  t o  w h a t  l e n g th s  we m ig h t  go i n  t r e a t i n g  p ro b lem s  con

c e r n i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p re s e n c e  we w ould  s t i l l  n o t  

have  t r e a t e d  a l l  o f  them , and so m ust s to p  some p l a c e ,  (3 )  The
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t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  t e n  p ro b lem s  s h o u ld  make t h e  fo ro e  o f  o u r  a rgum ent 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r ,  so  t h a t  f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i t  w u l d  be mono

t o n o u s l y  supe r f l u o u s .
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1 .  M ust I m p l i c i t n e s s  be G iven?

I m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  o f  t h r e e  s o r t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  l o g i c a l  

and p h y s i o l o g i c a l .  We t a k e  o u r  cue f o r  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  from M r. Henry 

Barker '"  who d e s c r i b e s  i m p l i c i t n e s s  a s  f o l l c z r s :

"When we s p e a k  o f  a  component o f  a  m e n ta l  s t a t e  as  
b e in g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t ,  we may a g r e e  t o  m ean, ( a )  
t h a t ,  on t h e  one h a n d ,  t h e  component i s  r e a l l y  p r e s e n t  i n ,  
and  g i v e s  some s o r t  o f  c o l o r i n g  t o ,  t h e  m e n ta l  s t a t e ,  so  
t h a t  t h e  m e n ta l  s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  c o a p o n e n t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from 
- -  a n d  m ig h t be known t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from  — a  m e n ta l  s t a t e  
o th e r w i s e  th e  same b u t  w i t h o u t  th e  com ponent, (b )  t h a t ,  on 
th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  aw are  o f  t h e  component 
i t s e l f  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  o r  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  component ; he o a n n o t ,  
o r  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  f o r  th e  t im e  b e i n g ,  does  n o t ,  d i s t i n g u i s h  
i t  a t  a l l  from t h e  o t h e r  com ponents w i t h  w h ich  i t  i s  b le n d e d .
The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  tw o m arks s e r v e s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  p sy c h o 
l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  from l o g i c a l  o r  a g a i n  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
i m p l i c a t i o n ;  and  i t  i s  a l l  im p o r ta n t  t o  k eep  th e s e  t h i n g s  
e n t i r e l y  d i s t i n c t . " ^

L e t  u s  g iv e  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e s e  t h r e e  k in d s  o f  

i m p l i c i t n e s s  ;

(n) By p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  m ean t t h a t  w henever  

so m e th in g  i s  s u p p o s e d ly  g iv e n  and  y e t  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  

t h a t  sCTuething i s  s a i d  t o  be i m p l i c i t l y  g iv e n .

( b )  By l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  m eant t h a t  when one l o g i c a l

1 .  M r. B a r k e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M r. G. P .  S to u t  and  Mr « R. F .  A. H o e r n le ,  
c o n t r i b u t e s  a  Symposium t o  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  S o c i e t y ,  
1 9 1 2 -1 9 1 3 ,  p p .  257 f f . ,  e n t i t l e d  "Can t h e r e  be a n y th in g  o b s c u re  o r  
i m o l i e i t  i n  a  m e n ta l  S t a t e ? "  M r. B a rk e r  p r e s e n t s  h i s  v iew  f i r s t  and
i s  a t t a c k e d  i n  t u r n  b y  M r. S to u t  and  M r. H o e m l e .  I t  i s  o u r  c o n v ic 
t i o n  t h a t  M r. B a r k e r ' s  a rg u m en ts  do n o t  s u f f e r  from t h e s e  a t t a c k s .

2 .  Oĝ . p i t . ,  p .  2 6 3 ,
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c o n c e p t  i m p l i e s  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  second  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t ,

( c )  By p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  m eant t h a t  w henever  

one e x i s t e n t  i s  d e p e n d e n t  upon a n o t h e r  e x i s t e n t  f o r  i t s  b e i n g ,  th e  

s eco n d  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  e x i s t e n t .

Our p ro b le m .  Must i m p l i c i t n e s s  be g iv e n ?  t h u s  become t h r e e  

p ro b le m s ;  ( a )  M ust p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  be g iv e n  ( b )  Must 

l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  be g iv e n ?  ( c )  M ust p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  

be g iv e n ?

( a )  M ust P s y c h o l o g i c a l  I m p l i c i t n e s s  be G iv en ? P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

i m p l i c i t n e s s  n o t  o n ly  n e e d  n o t ,  b u t  c a n n o t ,  be g i v e n .  I n  M r, B a f k e r ’ s 

w o rd s ,  " p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  a  s h e e r  f i c t i o n ,  and  th e  d i s 

t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  t h e  e x p l i c i t  and  t h e  i m p l i c i t  h a s  no p s y c h o l o g i c a l

a p p l i c a t i o n  w h a t e v e r . "

I n  a r g u in g  f o r  t h i s  view we f i n d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  q u o te  a t  

l e n g th  from  B a r k e r ' s  c o n v in c in g  d i s c u s s i o n .  I n  w h a t  f o l l o w s ,  he 

f i r s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  i m p l i c i t  p r e s e n c e  frcm  p o t e n t i a l  p r e s e n c e  and  

from i n f e r r e d  p r e s e n c e ,  and  t h e n  p r e s e n t s  some a rg u m e n ts  f o r  th e  v ie w .

"The i m p l i c i t  must t h e r e f o r e  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from th e  
s im p ly  p o t e n t i a l .  I f  I  have f o r g o t t e n  a  name w hich  I  a f t e r 
w ard s  rem em ber, t h e  name was n o t  i m p l i c i t  d u r in g  th e  p e r i o d  
o f  f o r g e t f u l n e s s ,  beca u se  i t  h a d  no c o n s c io u s  e x i s t e n c e  a t  
a l l .  I m p l i c i t  e l e m e n t s ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a r e  a c t u a l l y  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  m e n ta l  s t a t e  ; t h e y  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  n o t  f o r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
b u t  o n ly  f o r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  As I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  e x i s 
t e n c e  o f  such  i m p l i c i t  e l e m e n t s ,  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  me t o  
g iv e  an  exam ple w h ich  seems t o  m y s e l f  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

1 .  C i t . ,  p .  264 .
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" i t  i s  m ost im p o r ta n t  n o t  t o  m ix up  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
be tw een  e x p l i c i t  and  th e  i m p l i c i t  a n o t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  w hich  
h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  drawn i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s 
c u s s i o n ,  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  c o n s c io u s  a p p r e h e n s io n  o f  an 
o b j e c t  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o r  t h o u g h t ,  on t h e  one h a n d ,  and a  r e 
f l e c t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  p e r c e i v e d ,  an  a b s t r a c t  f o r 
m u l a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  t h o u g h t ,  on t h e  o t h e r .  T h is  second  d i s 
t i n c t i o n  I  r e g a r d  a s  e n t i r e l y  sound and n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  i t  
a l s o  seems t o  me t o  be e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  frt»n t h e  d i s 
t i n c t i o n  be tw een  t h e  e x p l i c i t  and  t h e  i m p l i c i t ,

"Exam ples w i l l  make t h i s  p l a i n . , . .  Suppose I  m ee t  i n  
a  rocaa t e n  p e r s o n s  o f  whom I  know a l l  b u t  o n e ;  I  am a s k e d  
a f t e r w a r d s  who w ere  t h e r e  an d  how many; I  g iv e  t h e  names o f  
t h o s e  I  know, an d  add  t h a t  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  whom I  
d i d  n o t  know, and  t h a t  t h e r e  m ust t h e r e f o r e  have been  t e n  
p e r s o n s  i n  a l l .  Here t h e  naming i s  an  i n s t a n c e  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  
s t a t e m e n t .  I t  does  n o t  a l t e r  th e  p e r c e i v e d  c o n t e n t  i n  any  
w ay ,  o r  add a n y th in g  t o  i t ,  b u t  s im p ly  com m unicates  i n  a  
d e f i n i t e  way w h a t  was p e r c e i v e d .  An e x a c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  unknown p e r s o n  a s  remembered w ou ld  be a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e .
F o r ,  a l th o u g h  I  had  n o t  s e p a r a t e l y  e n u m e ra te d  th e  c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s  o f  h i s  a p p e a ra n c e  t o  m y s e l f  b e f o r e ,  I  am now m e re ly  
r e a d i n g  them  o f f  from my memory im age .  I  am n o t  making th e  
image more d e f i n i t e  th a n  b e f o r e ,  b u t  am m e re ly  s t a t i n g  i n  
a  d e f i n i t e  and  s u c c e s s iv e  way w h a t was a l r e a d y  d e f i n i t e l y  
b u t  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a p p re h e n d e d  i n  i t .  The c o u n t in g ,  on th e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  may be a  p i e c e  o f  new know ledge b a s e d  upon  th e  
d a t e  s u p p l i e d  by memory. I  d id  n o t  know e x a c t l y  how many 
w ere  t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  I  h ad  c o u n te d ,  and  am t h e r e f o r e  ad d in g  
t o  my p r e v iq u s  aw aren ess  so m eth in g  w h ich  was l o g i c a l l y  ( o r  
a r i t h m e t i c a l l y )  in v o lv e d  i n  i t ,  b u t  o f  w h ich  I  w a s ,  s t r i c t l y ,  
n o t  aw are i n  an y  se n se  a t  a l l  u n t i l  t h e  c o u n t in g  had  b een  d o n e .

"How we m ust d i s t i n g u i s h  from b o th  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  — 
b o th  from th e  r e f l e c t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  and from t h e  s u b se q u e n t  
o p e r a t i o n  upon th e  m e n ta l  d a t a  — t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  e x p l i c i t  
t o  t h e  i m p l i c i t .

"Suppose I  had  b een  ask ed  i f  t h e  unknown p e r s o n  was 
d a rk  o r  f a i r .  I  may be u n a b le  t o  s a y .  Now, i f  we suppose 
t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  case  t h a t  I  know a t  t h e  t im e  and  have 
s im p ly  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  rem a in  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  on 
t h e  one h a n d ,  i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  a l th o u g h  I  p e r c e iv e d  th e  
p e r s o n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l  t o  know t h a t  I  d id  n o t  know h im ,
I  d id  n o t  p e r c e iv e  him a s  e i t h e r  d a rk  o r  f a i r  - -  o f  co u rse  
we may assume t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  have been  e i t h e r  i n  a  v e ry  
marked d eg ree  — on th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  may be m a in t a i n e d ,  t h a t .
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I f  t h e  p e r s o n  w a s ,  s a y  f a i r ,  and I  p e r c e i v e d  th e  p e r s o n ,  I  
m us t a l s o  have p e r c e i v e d ,  o r  been  aw are o f ,  h i s  f a i r n e s s ,  
a l t h o u g h  my p e r c e p t i o n  o r  aw aren ess  o f  i t  rem a ined  i m p l i c i t »

"Now t h i s  l a t t e r  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  p l a u s i b l e ,  b u t  i t  seems 
t o  me t o  depend  w h o l ly  on one o f  th e  f a l l a c i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o . l  
The a rg u m e n t ,  s t a t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  fo rm , i s  r e a l l y  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  
b e c a u se  t h e  o b j e c t  was t h e r e  b e fo re  me and b e c a u se  i t  had 
c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  I  m ust have  b een  somehow aw are  o f  th em . My 
a n sw er  i s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  no  amount o f  i n d i r e c t  
a rg u m en t from t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s t im u lu s  w i l l  p rove t h a t  I  
have  a  s e n s a t i o n  o r  p e r c e p t i o n  when I  m y s e l f  am n o t  aware o f  
h a v in g  i t ,  o r  t h a t  I  have had i t  i f  my memory t r u l y  r e c o r d s  
no a w a re n e s s  o f  h a v in g  i t .  And i f  i t  i s  o b j e c t e d  t h a t  I  
am h e r e  p l a y i n g  on t h e  a m b ig u i ty  o f  t h e  t e rm  a w a r e n e s s ,  I  
a n s w e r ,  i n  th e  second  p l a c e ,  t h a t  i m p l i c i t  a w a re n e s s  — 
a w a re n e s s  o f  tw o i n  one w i th o u t  aw aren ess  t h a t  th e  one con
t a i n s  t h e  tw o - -  i s  a  c o n c e p t io n  w h ich  i s  t o  me s im p ly  s e l f -  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y .

"And on t h i s  v ie w , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  r e a l l y  c e a s e s  
t o  be one o f  f a c t ,  f o r  i t  becomes t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  t h e  
h y p o t h e s i s  o f  i m p l i c i t  e lw n e n t s  i s  r e a l l y  t h i n k a b l e  a t  a l l  a s  
a p p l i e d  t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  For my own p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  I  am 
bound t o  s a y  t h a t  I  am u n a b le  t o  make i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  m y s e l f  
t h e  sen se  i n  w h ich  tw o i te m s  c a n  be s a i d  t o  be p r e s e n t  i n  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  when th e r e  i s  no  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r 
en ce  be tw een  th em , o r  how any i te m  c a n  be s a i d  t o  be p r e s e n t  
when I  have  no aw aren ess  i f  i t s  b e in g  t h e r e  among th e  o t h e r  
i t e m s .  I  s im p ly  do n o t  s ee  w h a t  such  p re s e n o e  can m ean.
Hence no i n d i r e c t  a rg u m en ts  e v e n  from c o n s c io u s  d a t a  th e m s e tv e s  
seem t o  me t o  be i n  t h e  l e a s t  a d e q u a te  t o  p ro v e  th e  supposed  
i m p l i c i t  a w a r e n e s s . " ^

The a rg u m e n t ,  i n  sum, i s  t h i s :  To be p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  

i m p l i c i t  means t o  be i n  p r e s e n c e  w i t h o u t  b e in g  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  aw are 

n e s s .  But p r e s e n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a w a r e n e s s .  Thus i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  

t o  be p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t  a  t h i n g  m ust b o th  be i n  p r e s e n c e  and

1» I n  a n  u n q u o te d  d i s c u s s i o n ,

2 .  c i t . ,  p p .  27 6 -2 7 9 .
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n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  But, t h i s  i s  im p o s s ib le  s in c e  i t  v i o l a t e s  o u r  

n e c e s s a r y  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p o s t u l a t e s  ( law s  o f  t h o u g h t ) .  A gain  i n  

V r .  B a r k e r ' s  w o rd s ,  a t h i n g  ' 'must e i t h e r  be t h e r e  i n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o r  n o t ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e r e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i n  some d e f i n i t e  w ay . I t  c a n n o t ,  

a s  i t  w e r e ,  be h a l f  t h e r e  and  h a l f  n o t ,  o r  t h e r e  o n ly  t o  h a l f  th e  

d e g re e  i t  m ig h t  o th e rw is e  b e . "

H o e rn l^  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  v iew  when he makes th e  fo l lo w in g  

s t a t e m e n t s :  " P s y c h o l o g ic a l l y  s p e a k in g , t h e  o b j e c t ,  t h e  w h a t - I - a m -  

c o n s c i o u s - o f  a t  an y  g iv e n  moment, i s  a lw ays  e x p l i c i t l y  j u s t  w h a t  we 

e x p e r i e n c e  i t  a s ." ®  And i n  an  a n a l y s i s ,  "we m ust t a k e  e v e r y  e x p e r i 

ence o f  an  o b j e c t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  on i t s  m e r i t s ,  a s  i t  w e r e .

We m ust a s k  s im p ly :  What i s  i t  j u s t  a s  i t  s t a n d s ? And t h i s  a n a l y s i s  

o f  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  we have i t  o r  f i n d  i t  m ust p r e c e d e ,  and  m ust 

n o t  be c o n fu s e d  w i t h ,  any  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t  by c o m p ar iso n  w i t h  

o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  su ch  a s  m igh t l e a d  us t o  s a y ,  i t  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  t h e  

same a s  t h i s ,  o r  i t  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  th e  same as  t h a t .

But t h e n  H oern le  r a i s e s  an  o b j e c t i o n :  "But t h e r e  i s  a  s o u rc e

1 .  We h o ld  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  m e re ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  l o g i c a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  be no p s y c h o lo g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s ,  b u t  t h a t  i f  i t  
w ere  p o s s i b l e  t o  a n a ly z e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p r e s e n c e ,  n o th in g  p s y c h o lo g 
i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t  w ou ld  e v e r  be fo u n d .

2 .  Og_. c i t . ,  274 .

3 .  I b i d . ,  p .  3 0 2 .

4 .  I b i d . ,  p .  306 .
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o f  t r o u b l e  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r e g io n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  w h ich  t h i s  

d i s t i n c t i o n  w i l l  n o t  w o rk .  T ak e ,  e . g . ,  a  s t r o n g  e m o tio n  l i k e  

a n g e r  o r  f e a r .  I t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  make me a t t e n d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  

w h ic h  a r o u s e s  t h e  e m o t io n ,  b u t  t h e  e m o tio n  i t s e l f ,  th o u g h  th e  d o a i -  

n a n t  f a c t  i n  my c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be s a id  t o  be i n  

t h e  fo c u s  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i f  t h a t  means t h a t  i t  i s  made a n  o b je c t . '* '"

We r e p l y  t o  H o e rn le '  t h a t  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  does  n o t  a t  a l l  

a f f e c t  t h e  a rg u m e n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  s im p ly  s e r v e s  t o  make an  a d d i t i o n a l  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  v i e w .  I n s o f a r  a s  a n  e m o tio n  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e  i t  

i s  i n  p r e s e n c e  c o m p le te ly .  I f  t o  be i n  p r e s e n c e  means t o  be an  ob

j e c t ,  t h e n  i f  a n  em o tio n  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e  i t  i s  a n  o b j e c t .  An em o tio n  

o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  no a w a re n e s s  s im p ly  i s n ’ t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  p re s e n o e  

i s  n o th i n g  more th a n  a w a r e n e s s .  I f  a n  e m o tio n  i s  g iv e n  a t  a l l ,  i t  

m us t be g iv e n  e x p l i c i t l y .  I t  c a n n o t  be g iv e n  i m p l i c i t l y  b e ca u se  t o  

be p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t  means t o  be b o th  g iv e n  and n o t

g i v e n .

We h a v e ,  i n  t h e  above d i s c u s s i o n ,  b e e n  co n c e rn e d  w i t h  

" i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n . "  I f  one w i l l  a n a ly z e  p r e s e n c e  he w i l l  f in d  

o n ly  w h a t i s  g iv e n  e x p l i c i t l y  b e c a u se  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  

i n  p r e s e n c e  t o  be d i s c o v e r e d .  I f  one i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  can  

be s o m e th in g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t  i n  p r e s e n o e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  some

t h i n g  b o t h  i s  and  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  he m ust r e s o r t  t o  " e x t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n , "  t h a t  i s ,  he m ust r e s o r t  t o  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  som eth ing

1 .  I b i d . ,  p .  304 .
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t h a t  I s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  i n  p r e s e n o e .  To be p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i m p l i c i t  

i s  t o  be so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  a d m i t t e d l y  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  an d  y e t  w hich  

i s ,  somehow, s t i l l  i n  p r e s e n c e .  I n s o f a r  a s  t h i s  som eth ing  i s  n o t  

i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t  b e lo n g s  t o  " e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n . "  

I n s o f a r  a s  t h i s  som eth in g  i s ,  somehow, s t i l l  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n  o f  i t  b e lo n g s  t o  " i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n . "  B u t ,  t h i s  so m e th in g ,  

i f  t h e r e ,  t h e n  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  b o th  t h e r e  and  n o t  t h e r e .  T ha t i s ,  

t h i s  s o m e th in g ,  i f  t h e r e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  e x p l i c i t l y ,  b u t  n o t  i m p l i c i t l y .

( b )  Must L o g ic a l  I m p l i c i t n e s s  be G iv e n ? L o g ic a l  i m p l i c i t 

n e s s  ( a )  can  o r  (b )  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  d epend ing  upon p r e c i s e l y  w h a t i s  

m ean t by l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s .  We have g iv e n  a s  a  g e n e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  th e  f o l l o w i n g :  By l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  

m eant t h a t  when one l o g i c a l  co n c e p t  im p l i e s  a n o t h e r  th e  second  i s  

i m p l i c i t  i n  th e  f i r s t .  I f  b o th  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  a r e  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  

t h e n  th e  i m p l i c i t n e s s  can be g iv e n ,  b u t  i f  one o f  th e  c o n c e p ts  i s  

i n  p r e s e n c e  and th e  o t h e r  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  th e  i m p l i c i t n e s s  oannot

be g iv e n *

(a )  L o g ic a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  can be g iv e n  i f  th e  tw o c o n c e p ts  

a r e  b o th  g iv e n  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  and  a  l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  g iv e n  i f  

i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  one c o n c e p t  i s  im p l ie d  by th e  o t h e r .  To 

i l l u s t r a t e  : B eing  r e d  im p l i e s  b e in g  c o l o r e d .  T h is  i m p l i c a t i o n  oan 

be g iv e n  i f  b o th  c o n c e p t s ,  " b e in g  red "  and  " b e in g  c o l o r e d ,  a r e  

g iv e n .  T h is  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  g iv e n  i f  b o th  c o n c e p ts  a r e  g iv e n  and 

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  an  aw areness  t h a t  t h e  one im p l i e s  th e  o t h e r .  But i f
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t h e r e  i s  no aw a re n e ss  o f  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n  ca n n o t

be s a i d  t o  be g iv e n .

(b )  L o g ic a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  c a n n o t  be g iv e n  i f  th e  c o n c e p t  

w h ich  i s  s a i d  t o  im p ly ,  o r  be im p l i e d  b y ,  a  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  i s  n o t  

i n  p r e s e n c e ,  and  i f  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  an  i m p l i c a t i o n  in v o l v e s  t h e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  b o th  o f  i t s  t e r m s .  For i f  a  co n ce p t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  

i t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  and  i f  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  an  i m p l i c a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  

th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  b o th  o f  i t s  t e r m s ,  i t  c a n n o t  be g iv e n  when one

o f  i t s  te rm s  i s  n o t  g iv e n .

I f  i t  i s  m a in ta in e d  t h a t ,  f o r  exam ple ,  th e  c o n c e p t  " b e in g  

re d "  im p l i e s  t h e  co n ce p t  " b e in g  c o l o r e d , "  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  " b e in g  re d "  in v o lv e s  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  th e  

c o n c e p t  " b e in g  c o l o r e d , "  we p r o t e s t  t h a t  such a  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  made 

w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t s .  There  a r e  two t h e o r i e s  

o f  t h e  b e i n g / l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  k in d  a b o u t  w hich  we a r e  

s p e a k in g )  n am ely ,  n om ina lism  and  r e a l i s m .  As we u n d e r s t a n d  t h e n ,  

n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  g iv e  w a r r a n t  t o  th e  above c o n t e n t i o n .

1 .  T h is  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a  c o n c e p t  w h ich  i s  l o g i c a l l y  im p l ie d  by a 
c o n c e p t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  w h ich  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  n o t  i t s e l f  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  
mav be i l l u s t r a t e d  from th e  w r i t i n g s  o f  K an t:  "But i f  we lo o k  more 
c l o s e l v  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  sum o f  7 and  5 c o n t a in s  n o th in g  save  th e  
u n io n  o f  th e  two numbers i n t o  o n e ,  and  i n  t h i s  no t h o u g h t  i s  t a k e n  
a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  number may be w h ich  com bines b o t h .  The con
c e p t  o f  12 i s  by no means a l r e a d y  th o u g h t  i n  m e re ly  t h i n k i n g  t h i s  
u n io n  o f  7 and  5 ; . . .  T h is  i s  s t i l l  more e v i d e n t  i f  we t a k e  l a r g e r  
n u m b e rs ."  ( C r i t i q u e  o f  Pure  R easo n , t r .  by N. K. S m ith ,  p .  5 3 . )
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The n o m i n a l i s t  h o ld s  t h a t  c o n o e p ts  have no  b e in g  a p a r t  

from  p re s e n c e  and  t h a t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  have  no b e in g  a p a r t  from 

p r e s e n c e .  T h en ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  aw aren ess  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  ^ b e in g  re d "  

w i t h o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  aw aren ess  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  "b e in g  c o l o r e d , "  t h e  

c o n c e p t  " b e in g  c o lo r e d "  h a s  no b e in g  and  t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  

be i n v o lv e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  " b e in g  r e d . "  For th e  n o n i n a l i s t ,  t h e n ,  

t h e r e  ca n n o t  ev en  1 ^  a n  i m p l i c a t i o n  be tw een  a  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  " b e in g  

r e d "  and  b' n o t  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  " b e in g  c o lo re d "  so c e r t a i n l y  such an  

i m p l i c a t i o n  c a n n o t  be g i v e n .

The r e a l i s t  h o ld s  t h a t  c o n c e p ts  do have a  b e in g  a p a r t  from 

p r e s e n c e ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  be tw een  c o n c e p t s  w h e th e r  

o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  i n  p r e s e n c e .  Me h o ld s  f u r t l i e r  t h a t  s in c e  t h e  b e in g  

o f  su c h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  d e p en d e n t  upon t h e i r  b e in g  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  

an y  c o n c e p t  i n  p r e s e n c e  can im ply  a  co n c e p t  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  B u t,  

we p o i n t  o u t ,  ev en  th ough  a  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  does im p ly  a  n o t  g iv e n  

c o n c e p t ,  i t  does  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  n o t  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  i s  

g i v e n .  R a t h e r ,  a  n o t  g iv e n  co n ce p t  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  

l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s ,  w here  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  supposed  t o  in v o lv e  a  

n o t  g iv e n  c o n c e p t ,  c a n n o t  be  g iv e n .

(o )  M ust P h y s i o l o g i c a l  I m p l i c i t n e s s  be G iv e n ? I f  we 

mean by  " p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s "  t h a t  a  d ep en d e n t e x i s t e n t  has  

i m p l i c i t  i n  i t  t h e  e x i s t e n t  upon w h ich  i t  i s  d e p e n d e n t ,  t h e n  i t  may 

be a rg u e d  t h a t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a  p h y s i c a l  o rgan ism  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  S in ce  t h e r e  can be no c o n s c io u s n e s s  w i th o u t  a  p h y s i c a l
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o rg a n is m ,  a  p h y s i c a l  o rgan ism  i s  in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  b e in g  o f  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s ,  i t  may be a r r u e d .  A l l  t h i s  may be g r a n t e d  w i th o u t  a f f e c t i n g  

o u r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  i f  th e  p h y s i c a l  o rgan ism  i s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  g iv e n  

i n  a w a re n e ss  i t  i s  n o t  g iv e n  a t  a l l .  For i t  i s  e i t h e r  g iv e n  o r  n o t  

g i v e n ,  and  i f  i t  i s  n o t  g iv e n  e x p l i c i t l y ,  o r  i n  a w a re n e s s ,  i t  i s  

n o t  g iv e n  a t  a l l .  At t h i s  p o i n t  o u r  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  i n t e r n a l  

an d  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  comes i n t o  s h a rp  r e l i e f .  In  a n  i n t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  we deny t h a t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  

p o s s i b l e ;  t h a t  i s ,  we deny t h a t  w h a t i s  n o t  g iv e n  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

g i v e n .  Y e t ,  i n  an  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  we may, a t  t h e  same t im e ,  

c o n te n d  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  d ep en d e n t f o r  i t s  b e in g  upon p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

o r  o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  The p o i n t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  em phasize  

i s  t h a t  such  dependence  i s  n o t  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t  i s

g i v e n .

In  c o n c l u s i o n :  Our p rob lem  h as  b e e n :  Must i m p l i c i t n e s s  

be g iv e n ?  Our an sw er  h as  b e e n :  ( a )  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  c a n 

n o t  be g iv e n ,  f o r  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  means som eth ing  i s  

b o th  g iv e n  and n o t  g i v e n ,  ( b )  L o g ic a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  ca n n o t  be g iv e n  

w here a  n o t  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  i s  supposed  t o  be im p l ie d  by a  vwp*  g iv e n  

c o n c e p t .  (A l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  c a n ,  ho w ev er ,  be g iv e n  when t h e r e  i s  

an  aw aren ess  o f  b o th  o f  th e  te rm s  and th e  i m p l i c a t i o n . )  (o )  P h y s io 

l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  can n o t be g iv e n  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  aw aren ess  o f

d e p e n d e n c e .
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2 ,  M ust B o u n d a r ie s  o f  P r e s e n c e  be G iven?

P re s e n c e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  m ust have l i m i t s ;  

end  y e t  t h e r e  i s  no aw aren ess  o f  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  H ere  we 

a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  dilemma w h ich  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h i s  p ro b lem ; I f  

p r e s e n c e  i s  f i n i t e  and l i m i t e d ,  m u s t  i t s  b o u n d a r ie s  o r  l i m i t s  be 

g i v e n .

Upon th e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  p rob lem  h in g e  th e  g rounds  f o r  an  

a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  The a rg u m e n t i s  t h a t  I f  p r e s e n c e  h a s  

b o u n d a r i e s ,  an d  i f  b o u n d a r ie s  a r e  r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  t h i n g s ,  th e n  

t h e r e  m ust b e  t h i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  p r e s e n c e .  But we w i s h  t o  show t h a t  

su ch  an  a rgum en t has  no cogency  b e c a u se  i t  assum es a  q u e s t i o n - b e g 

g in g  a s s u m p t io n .  An a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  m u s t ,  p re su m a b ly ,  

g e t  t h e  g ro u n d s  f o r  t h e  a rgum ent from w i t h i n  p r e s e n c e .  These  g ro u n d s  

m u s t  be d i s c o v e r e d  by  an a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t  i s  g i v e n ,  and  a c c o u n te d  f o r

i n  " i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n . "

We g r a n t  t h a t ,  by  way o f  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  " t h e  moment

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  l i m i t e d  i n  d u r a t i o n , " ^  and t h a t  we " a c t u a l l y  do
2

a e a s u r e  t h i s  moment o^ e x p e r i e n c e  by a  p u r e l y  o b j e c t i v e  s t a n d a r d .

An e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  m ust a d m it  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  "b o u n d a ry  be tw een  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  and n o n - c o n s c io u s n e s s . " ^  There  a r e ,  p r o b a b ly ,  b o th

1 .  H. W. C a r r ,  "The Moment o f  E x p e r i e n c e , "  P r o c e e d in gs o f  th e  A r i s 
t o t e l i a n  S o c i e t y , 1915-1916 , p .  9 .

2 .  I b i d . ,  p .  14 .

3 .  S .  H . Hodgson ,  M e ta p h y s i c  o f  E x p e r i e n c e , I ,  p .  5 5 .
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s p a t i a l  and  te m p o ra l  l i m i t s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  But t h e  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t i o n  

i s ;  Are t h e s e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n ?

An a n a l y s i s  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n  can n e v e r  r e v e a l  b o u n d a r ie s  

o f  p r e s e n c e .  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  we o f f e r  tw o i t e m s  o f  

e v i d e n c e ,  one " e m p i r i c a l "  and  one " d i a l e c t i c a l . "

( a )  F i r s t ,  we a p p e a l  t o  e v e r y o n e 's  e x p e r i e n c e .  T here  

n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  i s  an  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  And 

i f  t h e r e  i s  no aw a re n e ss  o f  b o u n d a r i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no b o u n d a r ie s  

g iv e n ,  f o r  t o  be g iv e n  means t o  be i n  a w a re n e s s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  h a b i t  

o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o f  s p e a c in g  o f  t h e  " s t re a m  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s " ^  

and o f  th e  " p r e s e n t a t i o n  con tinuum "^  i n d i c a t e  t h e  l a c k  o f  aw aren ess  

o f  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  The v e ry  n o t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  i t s e l f  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  upon f i r s t  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  b e c a u se  i t  i n v o l v e s ,  

by  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a  n o t i o n  o f  l i m i t s  o f  w hich  t h e r e  i s  no 

a w a r e n e s s .  I t  i s  o n ly  by a rgum ent t h a t  one i s  co n v in c e d  t h a t  e x 

p e r i e n c e  h as  l i m i t s ,  f o r  th e  no rm al s u p p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  one’ s con 

s c i o u s n e s s  i s  c o n t in u o u s  from w ak ing  t o  s l e e p i n g  and  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  

b o u n d a r i e s  t h a t  i t  can  have a r e  th o s e  a t  w aking  and t h o s e  a t  f a l l i n g

t o  s l e e p .

(b )  S eco n d ly ,  we a rg u e  from th e  m eanings o f  th e  te rm s  

" b o u n d a r i e s "  and " g iv e n . "  I f  b o u n d a r ie s  a r e  g iv e n  t h e y  m ust f a l l  

w i t h i n  p r e s e n c e .  I f  t h e y  f a l l  w i t h i n  p r e s e n c e ,  th e y  ca n n o t  be

1 .  W i l l i a m  Jam es , P r i n c i p l e s  o f  P s y c h o lo g y .

2 .  H e l e n  W odehouse , "Knowledge a s  P r e s e n t a t i o n , "  K in d , 1909, p .  391,
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b o u n d a r i e s ,  f o r  w h a t i s  i n  p re s e n c e  m ust be i n s i d e  o f  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  

o f  p r e s e n c e .

An a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e n ,  f a i l s  t o  r e v e a l  b o u n d a r ie s  

o f  p r e s e n c e .  B o u n d a r ie s  o f  p re s e n c e  ca n n o t  be g i v e n .  Arguments 

f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  b ased  upon th e  g rounds t h a t  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  p re s e n c e  

im ply  some n o n - p r e s e n c e  g e t  th e s e  grounds by assum ing  t h a t  p re s e n c e  

h a s  b o u n d a r i e s  when no b o u n d a r ie s  a re  a c t u a l l y  d i s c o v e r a b le  by 

a n a l y s i s .
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3 ,  M ust a  M arg in  o f  P re s e n c e  be G iven?

A b o u n d a ry  i s  a  l i m i t ,  A m a rg in  i s  som eth ing  i n s i d e  a 

l i m i t  w h ich  i n d i c a t e s  a  p ro x im a te  l i m i t .  The p ro b lem : M ust a  m arg in  

o f  o r e s e n c e  be g iv e n ?  has  been  much d i s c u s s e d  and  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  

answ er t o  i t  h as  s u p p o s e d ly  f u r n i s h e d  g ro unds  f o r  an  a rgum en t f o r  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  We s h a l l  a t t e m p t  t o  show t h a t  a m a rg in  o f  p re s e n c e  

ca n n o t  be g i v e n ,  an d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  such  an  a rgum ent i s  g r o u n d l e s s .

The p ro b lem  has  b een  s t a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  s o r t s  o f  t e r m in o l o g y .  

I t  i s  spoken  o f  a s  t h e  p rob lem  a s  t o  w h e th e r  p r e s e n c e  h as  a  f o re g ro u n d  

and  a  b a c k g ro u n d ,  a  focus  and  a  f r i n g e ,  a  c e n t e r  and  a  m a rg in .  The 

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t a e e n  " th e  f o c a l  an d  m a r g i n a l  c o n t e n t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

. . .  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  com m onplace."^  I t  i s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  " a l l  ex 

p e r i e n c e s  have  t h e i r  fo cu s  and  m a r g in . " ^  L a i rd  a s s e r t s  t h a t  " i t  i s  

m ost c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  e v e r y  e v e n t  p e r c e i v e d  has  a  p r e s e n t  s e t t i n g

an d  f r i n g e ,  p a r t  o f  w hich  w anes w h i le  p a r t  w axes ."®  P i a t t  a g r e e s

«4t h a t  " e x p e r i e n c e  . . .  has i t s  m a rg in  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  f o c u s .

The d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a  m a rg in  m ust be g iv e n ,  t h a t  a  f r i n g e  

i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  i s  n o t  o n ly  w i d e l y  h e ld

1 .  H enry  B a r k e r ,  o £ .  c ^ . ,  p .  2G8.

2 .  B, H. B ode, "The D e f i n i t i o n  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l o s o p h y , 
1913 , p .  2 3 5 ,

3 ,  John  L a i r d ,  A S tudy  i n  R e a l i s m , p ,  4 9 ,

4 ,  D. A. P i a t t ,  " Im m edia te  E x p e r i e n c e , "  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1928, 
p !  4 7 7 .
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b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  u s e d  t o  s e rv e  d i f f e r e n t  p u rp o se s  i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  w r i t e r s .  L e t  us n o te  some o f  t h e s e :

1 .  For W il l ia m  J a n e s  and  h i s  d o c t r i n e  o f  P u re  E m p ir ic is m ,  

th e  f r io g p  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e l a t i o n a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r , i n  t h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  

w hich  c o n n e c ts  d i f f e r e n t  b i t s  o f  p u re  e x p e r i e n c e  t o g e t h e r .  Ho speaks 

o f  i t  a s  a  " h a lo  o f  o b s c u r e ly  f e l t  r e l a t i o n  t o  m asses  o f  o t h e r  im agry 

a b o u t  t o  come, b u t  n o t  y e t  d i s t i n c t l y  i n  th e  f o c u s .  T h is  f r i n g e  

n ay  be an  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e l a t i o n  o f  any  s o r t  w h a te v e r ,  p ro v id e d  o n ly  

th e  r e l a t i o n  be n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  some th e n  e x p e r i 

en ce d  c o n t e n t  o t h e r  th a n  t h e  ( p r e s e n t  c o n t e n t )  — i t  m u s t  be t e r m i n 

a t e d  i n  a  d e f i n i t e l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  ’ g a p . ’ T h is  f r i n g e  may i t s e l f  be 

com plex i n  t h a t  t h e r e  may be s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e d

t o g e t h e r  a s  p o i n t i n g ,  e a c h  i n  i t s  own w ay, t o  th e  same g a p ,  t o  th e

„2
m is s in g  te rm  o r  o b j e c t .

2 ,  For F .  H. B r a d l e y /  and  L. A. Reid and  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e

o f  "Im m edia te  E x p e r i e n c e , "  t h e  f r i n g e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  n o n - r e l a t i o n a l  

i n  c h a r a c t e r .  The f r i n g e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  " f e e l i n g "  o r  n o n - r e l a 

t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  " th o u g h t"  o r  r e l a t i o n a l  e x p e r i 

ence . The f r i n g e  i s  a  " f e l t  b ackg round  a g a i n s t  w h ich  th e  o b j e c t  

•I 3com es .

1 .  W i l l i a m  Jam es ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  P s y c h o lo g y , I ,  p .  4 7 8 .

2 .  E .  B. M o G i l v a n / ,  "The ’ F r in g e ’ o f  W il l ia m  Jam es’ P s y c h o lo g y  th e  
B a s is  o f  L o g i c , "  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  R eview , 1911, p .  145 .

B ïS ^ îS 9 î7 i“ '
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3 .  For John L a i r d ,  t h e  em p h as is  i s  upon t h e  " n e b u lo u s n e s s  

o f  th e  m a r g in . "  The m a rg in  i s  a " m i s t y  b o r d e r "  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  H is  

a c c o u n t  i s  r a t h e r  c l e a r ,  and  we s h a l l  q u o te  a t  l e n g t h ;

"The m a rg in ,  t o  be s u r e ,  i s  u s u a l l y  n e g l e c t e d  i n  p e r c e p 
t i o n ,  b u t  i s  p e r c e i v e d  none th e  l e s s ,  an d  i t  i s  q u i t e  a b s u rd  
t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  f i e l d  o f  v i s i o n  a s  i f  i t  w ere  a  m o sa ic  o f  
sen se  d a t a  w h ich  a p p e a r  t h e  same w h e th e r  t h e y  a r e  fo c u s s e d  
o r  n o t .  We do n o t ,  in d e e d ,  p e r c e i v e  a  w o r ld  a l l  a t  o n c e ,  
b u t  we c e r t a i n l y  do p e r c e iv e  an  e x t e n s i v e  p a t t e r n ,  c l e a n  
i n  t h e  c e n t r e  and  n e b u lo u s  to w a rd s  i t s  m i s t y  b o r d e r .  More
o v e r ,  when we a l t e r  c u r  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  p e r c e iv e d  e x 
p a n s e ,  we p e r c e iv e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o u t l i n e  an d  em phasis  
w i t h i n  th e  same f i e l d  and  n o t  two d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  d a t a  (a s  
t h e  s e n s o r y  a t o m i s t s  a v e r ) .  A g a in ,  t h e  v e r y  n e b u lo u s n e s s  o f  
t h e  m a rg in  i s  r i c h  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I f ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  we t u r n  
o u r  e y e s  from th e  c a n d l e s t i c k  on t h e  m a n te lp i e c e  t o  th e  t i l e s  
o f  th e  f i r e - p l a c e ,  som eth ing  more h a s  h appened  th a n  a  mere 
change o f  em phasis  w i t h i n  th e  same f i e l d ;  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  
o u r  e y e s  c o n t in u o u s ly  an n ex es  a  new f i e l d  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  c o i n 
c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  o ld  o n e .  What was f o rm e r ly  c e n t r a l  i s  now 
m a r g i n a l ,  and  w hat was fo rm e r ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a rg in  i s  now i n  
th e  c e n t e r ,  and  th e  new m arg in  h a s  come t o  i n c l u d e  som eth ing  
tVtfit was p r e v i o u s l y  n o t  p e r c e iv e d  a t  a l l . "

No m a t t e r  w h a t i t s  n a t u r e  i s  s p e c i f i e d  a s ,  i n s o f a r  a s  a 

f r i n g e  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be a  d e f i n i t e  m r g i n  o f  s e m i-p re s e n c e  betw een 

p r e s e n c e  an d  n o n -p re s e n c e  i t  i s  a  c o n c e p t io n  b a s e d  upon o f

p re s e n c e  an d  t h e n ,  w i t h o u t  due w a r r a n t ,  a p p l i e d  t o  th e  w hole o f  

p r e s e n c e .  We do have e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  c l e a r  and  o b sc u re  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  

b u t  when we " sa y  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  i s  o b s c u r e ,  t h e  m e n ta l  s t a t e  a s  

such  i s  c l e a r  and  n o t  o b s c u r e . "  We do d i s t i n g u i s h  be tw een  th e  

b ackg round  and  fo r e g ro u n d  o f  a p i c t u r e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  b u t  th e  b a c k -

1 ,  A S tudy  i n  R e a l i s m , p .  2 3 .

2 .  B a r k e r ,  o £ .  c i t . ,  p .  256 .
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ground  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  j u s t  a s  much a s  t h e  fo re g ro u n d  o f  th e  p i c t u r e ,  

i s  i n  th e  " fo r e g r o u n d "  o f  p r e s e n c e .  We do have e x p e r i e n c e s  w h ich  

w a r r a n t  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  a  fo c u s  and  a  f r i n g e ,  a  c e n t e r  and a 

m a rg in ,  b u t  i t  d e e s  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  a p p l i e s  t o  

p r e s e n c e  i t s e l f .  T h is  d o c t r i n e  i s  w e l l - p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  

b y  M r. B. H. B ode.^  In  w ha t f o l lo w s  he f i r s t  p r e s e n t s  th e  v ie w p o in t  

o f  t h e  " p s y c h o l o g i s t s "  and  th e n  c r i t i c i z e s  i t .

"W hat, t h e n ,  i s  m eant b y  th e  fo cu s  and  m arg in?  I f  we 
t u r n  t o  o u r  p s y c h o lo g i e s ,  we seem t o  be c o n f r o n te d  once more 
w i t h  s o m e th in g  t h a t  everybody  knows and  nobody can  d e f i n e .
But s i n c e  we have t o  do w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  th e  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  can n o t be w h o l ly  ig n o r e d .  C o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  
som etim es l i k e n e d  t o  a  v i s u a l  f i e l d  and  sometimes t o  th e  waves 
o f  th e  s e a .  L ike th e  v i s u a l  f i e l d  i t  h a s  a  fo re g ro u n d  and  a 
b a c k g ro u n d ,  a  n e a r  and  a  re m o te ,  a  c e n t e r  and a  m a rg in  o r  
p e r i p h e r y .  The c o n t e n t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a r e  v i v i d  o r  c l e a r  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  f i e l d  and  fade  away i n t o  v a g u en e ss  o r  
o b s c u r e n e s s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  p e r i p h e r y .

" O r ,  t o  ta k e  th e  o t h e r  c o m p a r is o n ,  th e  fo c u s  may be 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  c r e s t  o f  th e  wave and  th e  m a rg in  by w hat 
we c a l l  i t s  b a s e .  T h is  i l l u s t r a t i o n  h a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e  t h a t  
i t  i n d i c a t e s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  h i g h e r  and  low er d e g re e s  
o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  As c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e  c r e s t  o f  
th e  wave r i s e s  h i g h e r ,  and  i t s  w id th  d e c r e a s e s ,  w h i le  t h e  
r e v e r s e  i s  t r u e  w here th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i s  l e s s  
i n t e n s e .

" A l l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  p o s s e s s ^ t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  fo c u s  
and  m a rg in  i n  some d e g re e ;  how ever much we may be a b s o rb e d  
i n  an  o b j e c t  o r  t o p i c ,  t h e r e  i s  a lw ay s  an  i n d i r e c t  m e n ta l  
v i s i o n  t h a t  in fo rm s  us o f  o t h e r  f a c t s ,  w h ich  f o r  t h e  t im e  
b e in g  a r e  i n  th e  background  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

1 .  "The P s y c h o l o g i c a l  D o c tr in e  o f  Focus and  M a rg in ,"  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
Review, 1 9 1 4 , p p .  589 f f .  The f o l lo w in g  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  from P p .
395- 896 -.

2 .  So f a r ,  M r. Bode h a s  been  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  t h e  " p s y 
c h o l o g i s t s . "  H e n c e f o r th  he t u r n s  t o  c r i t i c i z e  them .
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" I  am f o r c e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  v i s u a l  f i e l d  i n  p a r t i 
c u l a r  i s  a  th o r o u g h l y  v i c i o u s  m e tap h o r  when em ployed t o  body 
f o r t h  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  fo c u s  and m a rg in .  W hatever t h i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n  may i n  t h e  end  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e ,  i t  i s  n o t  such  a s  
t h i s  c o m p ar iso n  would  l e a d  one t o  s u p p o s e .  O b je c t s  s e e n  i n  
i n d i r e c t  v i s i o n  a p p e a r  o b s c u re  and b l u r r e d  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  
t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  fo c u s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  We g e t  p r e t t y  much 
t h e  same s o r t  o f  o b s c u r e n e s s  o r  b l u r  on a  p r i n t e d  page when 
we lo o k  a t  i t  i n  i n d i r e c t  v i s i o n  a s  we do when we lo o k  a t  i t  
from a  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  i s  j u s t  t o o  g r e a t  t o  make o u t  th e  w ords  
o r  c h a r a c t e r s .  What th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  shows i s  t h a t  t h i n g s  
lo o k  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o r d in g  a s  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  u n d e r  w h ich  we 
se e  them  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  w h a t b e a r i n g  t h i s  h a s  on m a rg in a l  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  o b v io u s  t o  an  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n 
t e l l i g e n c e .

"When we speak  o f  a  fo c u s  and m a rg in  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
we a r e  p re su m ab ly ^  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o n s c io u s  f a c t .  Now t h i s  i l 
l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  v i s u a l  f i e l d  does n o t  r e p r e s e n t  c o n s c io u s  
f a c t .  O rd in a ry  p e r c e p t i o n  c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  no s e n se  o f  o b s c u re -  
n e s s  a t  a l l ,  and  when i t  does  we have e x a c t l y  t h e  same k in d  o f  
s i t u a t i o n  a s  when th e  o b j e c t  i s  to o  d i s t a n t  o r  i n  some o t h e r  
w ay i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p e r c e p t i o n .  T ha t  i s ,  t h e  
o b j e c t  p e r c e iv e d  i s  i n  t h e  ’ f o c u s , ’ and  n o t  i n  t h e  m a rg in .
The o b s c u r e n e s s  o f  o b j e c t s  when seen  w i t h  t h e  m a rg in  o f  t h e  
r e t i n a  h a s  no more t o  do w i t h  th e  m a rg in  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a n  
t h e  o b s c u r e n e s s  c a u se d  by an  a t t a c k  o f  d i z z i n e s s  o r  by a  morn
in g  f o g .

" I t  w i l l  be s a i d ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  may be 
u n c l e a r  e v e n  though  t h e r e  be no se n s e  o f  u n c l e a m e s s ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  su ch  a  t h i n g  a s  i n t r i n s i c  c l e a r n e s s ,  q u i t e  a p a r t  from 
o b s t a c l e s  and  p ro b le m s .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  th e  same s e n s a t i o n  i s  
c a p a b le  o f  r e a l i z i n g  v a r i o u s  d i f f e r e n t  d e g re e s  o f  c l e a r n e s s .
I t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  o b v io u s ,  ho w ev er ,  why t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  
t h a t  a re  c o n c e rn e d  i n  su ch  a  com parison  sh o u ld  be c a l l e d  t h e  
same s e n s a t i o n .  As long  a s  we a b s t r a c t  from o b j e c t i v e  r e f e r 
e n c e ,  e a c h  s e n s a t i o n  i s  j u s t  w ha t i t  i s  and  t h e r e  i s  no o p p o r 
t u n i t y  t o  make c o m p ar iso n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  c l e a r n e s s .

"A s e n s a t i o n  a s  such  — i f  we a r e  bound t o  sp eak  o f  s e n 
s a t i o n s  - -  can by  no p o s s i b i l i t y  be an  o b s c u re  s e n s a t i o n ,  fo r  
t h e  t r a i t  t h a t  we c a l l  o b s c u re n e s s  o r  v ag u en e ss  c o n s t i t u t e s  
t h e  i n t r i n s i c  b e in g  o f  t h a t  s e n s a t i o n .  I f  we p e rm i t  o u r s e lv e s

1 .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  " p s y c h o l o g i s t s
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t o  apeak  o f  c l e a r n e s s  a t  a l l  we sh o u ld  r a t h e r  sa y  t h a t  i t  
p o s s e s s e s  a  maximum o f  c l e a r n e s s ,  s in c e  i t  h a s  managed t o  
e x p r e s s  o r  p r e s e n t  i t s  w hole n a t u r e  w i t h  n o t  a  t r a i t  o r  
f e a t u r e  l a c k i n g .  What more c o u ld  be dem anded, i n  th e  way 
o f  c l e a r n e s s ,  o f  any  c o n s c io u s  f a c t  th a n  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  
body f o r t h  e v e r y  d e t a i l  t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e s ? "

" . . .  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  fo cu s  and  m a rg in  ca n n o t  be 
drawn on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n t r a s t  be tw een  c l e a r 
n e s s  and  o b s c u r e n e s s .  The v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  a n y t h in g  i s  e x p e r i 
en ce d  a s  o b sc u re  means t h a t  i t  i s  an  o b j e c t  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  o r ,  
i n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  fo cu s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  
n o t  i n  th e  m a rg in .  The com parison  o f  fo c u s  and  m arg in  w i t h  
d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  v i s i o n  i s  m i s l e a d i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  m a rg in a l  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  f e l t  
a s  o b s c u r e ."

" . . .  i f  we u n d e r ta k e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tw een  focus  and 
m a rg in  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c l e a r n e s s  o r  v i v i d n e s s  
o f  w h ich  no n o te  i s  t a k e n  a t  th e  t i m e ,  we e n c o u n te r  t h e  d i f 
f i c u l t y  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t a k e n  a b s t r a c t l y ,  
does  n o t  a d m it  o f  such  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  d e g r e e s ,  an d  so t h i s  
c r i t e r i o n  l i k e w is e  goes  by  th e  b o a r d . "

We a g r e e  w i t h  M r. Bode t h a t  i f  a  m a rg in  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

a t  a l l  i t  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  c l e a r l y .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a  m arg in  i n  p r e s e n c e  

t h e r e  m ust be a n  aw aren ess  o f  i t ,  f o r  p r e s e n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a w a re n e s s .  

And i f  a n y t h in g  i s  i n  a w a re n e s s ,  t h e  aw a re n e ss  o f  i t  i s  c l e a r  and 

c o m p le te ,  f o r  "w hat more c o u ld  be demanded, i n  t h e  way o f  c l e a r n e s s ,  

o f  any  c o n s c io u s  f a c t  t h a n  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  body f o r t h  e v e r y  d e t a i l

t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e s ? "

I f  by m a rg in  o f  p re s e n c e  i s  m ean t an  u n c l e a r  p o r t i o n  o f

p r e s e n c e ,  we conc lude  t h a t  a  m a rg in  ca n n o t  be g i v e n ,  f o r  e v e r y t h in g  

t h a t  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  t h e r e  t o  j u s t  t h e  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

i t  can b e .  E very  u n c l e a r  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a  c l e a r l y  u n c l e a r  e x p e r i e n c e .  

I f  a  K a rg in  i s  supposed  t o  be u n c l e a r ,  and y e t  g iv e n ,  i t  m ust be
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c l e a r l y  u n c l e a r ,  and  t h u s ,  b e in g  c l e a r ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  m a rg in  o f  

p r e s e n c e .

We may t u r n  from d i a l e c t i c  t o  a p p e a l  t o  e x p e r i e n c e .  The 

common n o t i o n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  c o n t in u o u s  from w aking  t o  s l e e p i n g  

d o es  n o t  i n c lu d e  w i t h i n  i t  an  aw aren ess  o f  a  f a d in g  and a p p ro a c h in g  

m a rg in s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  There  may be a  f e e l i n g  o f  d ro w s in e s s  a t  b e d 

t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t  o f  f a l l i n g  a s l e e p ,  i t s e l ^ ,  e v e n ,  i s  n e v e r  

g i v e n .  For i f  i t  w ere  g iv e n ,  one w ould  have t o  be awake i n  o r d e r  t o  

e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  f a l l i n g  a s l e e p .  Even a s  we f a l l  a s l e e p  w i th o u t  e x 

p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  f a c t ,  so o b j e c t s  cea se  t o  be  i n  p r e s e n c e  w i th o u t  o u r  

e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e i r  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  when we a r e  aw ake . There  i s  no 

n eed  f o r  a  su p p o se d  "m arg in"  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e i r  

" f a d i n g . "  They do n o t  " f a d e  from e x p e r i e n c e . "  They a r e  i n  e x p e r i 

ence  and  th e n  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  Only t h e i r  b e in g  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  

e x p e r i e n c e d .  They ca n n o t  fad e  from e x p e r i e n c e ,  f o r ,  i f  s o ,  t h e i r  

f a d in g  m ust be e x p e r i e n c e d ,  b u t  i f  t h e i r  f a d in g  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  th e y  

a r e  s t i l l  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  so long  a s  th e y  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  f a d i n g .

I n  o r d e r  f o r  f a d in g  t o  be e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e r e  must be an  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

t h e i r  b e in g  e x p e r i e n c e d  and  t h e i r  n o t  b e in g  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  f o r  f a d in g  

from e x p e r i e n c e  means f i r s t  b e in g  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  and th e n  b e in g  n o t  

i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w h a t  i s  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  c l e a r l y  

i m p o s s i b l e .  E m p i r i c a l l y ,  a g a i n ,  i t  i s  n o t  o n ly  im p o s s ib le  f o r  a 

f a d in g  from p re s e n c e  t o  be in  p r e s e n c e ,  b u t  we n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  do
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e x p e r i e n c e  such  e  f a d in g  from e x p e r i e n c e ,  ev en  th o u g h  we o f t e n  i n f e r  

t h a t  a  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  h as  t a k e n  p l a c e .

What c a u se s  t h i n g s  t o  be and  n o t  t o  be i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  n o t  

a m a t t e r  f o r  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  What h y p o th e s e s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c e r e b r a l  mechanisms c o n d i t i o n i n g  p re s e n c e  a r e  n e c e s 

s a r y  t o  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  e x p l a i n  why e x p e r i e n c e  i s  su ch  a s  i t  i s ,  i s  

a  m a t t e r  f o r  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  - -  a  m a t t e r  f a r  to o  c o m p l ic a te d  

f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  ou r  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e s .  We a r e  

c o n c e r n e d ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  o n ly  w i t h  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  a  

m a rg in  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  n o t  needed  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  

and  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  no g round  in  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m a in t a i n in g  

t h a t  p r e s e n c e  h a s  a  m a rg in .  And i f  we have made ou r  p o i n t ,  th o s e  

who a rg u e  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  upon th e  ground t h a t  p r e s e n c e  h as  a 

m a rg in  can  no lo n g e r  a rg u e  from su ch  a  g ro u n d .^

1 .  B efo re  l e a v in g  t h i s  p ro b le m , two f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t ;

F i r s t ; We s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  a l th o u g h  we o f t e n  h e a r  o f  th e
s u b j e c t i v e  b ackg round  and  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  b a c k g ro u n d ,  we seldom 
h e a r  o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  s u b j e c t i v e  and  o b j e c t i v e  b a c k g ro u n d .  
I f  t h e r e  w ere  a s u b j e c t  d i s t i n c t  from a n  o b j e c t ,  e a c h  m ig h t  w e l l  
have  i t s  own b a c k g ro u n d .  But we a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  aw are o f  two 
b a c k g ro u n d s .  B ra d le y  s o lv e s  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  by m aking t h e  s e l f ,  o r  
s u b j e c t i v e  e l e m e n t ,  t h e  background  o r  m arg in  f o r  th e  o b j e c t i v e  
e l e m e n t .  We f i n d  no backg ro u n d  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  we w is h  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  t h a t  t h o s e  who d i s c o v e r  b o th  s u b j e c t i v e  and o b j e c t i v e  e le m e n ts  
i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i f  t h e y  a l s o  d i s c o v e r  a  m a rg in  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  face  
t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d e te r m in in g  w h e th e r  th e  m arg in  s u b j e c t i v e  o r  
o b j e c t i v e ,  o r ,  i f  b o t h ,  how th e  two a re  r e l a t e d .

Second; Our c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  ( a n  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n fey Bode, o p .  c i t . ,  p .  392) w i l l  b r i n g  our view c u t
i n  b o ld  r e l i e f .  . . .  . \( n o te  c o n t in u e d  on n e x t  page)
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4 ,  M ust U n i ty  be G iven

I t  i s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  u n i t y  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  And i t  i s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  p l u r a l i t y  i s  an 

e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  And i t  i s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  many i n  o n e .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  a rg u e d  t h a t

1 ( c o n t i n u e d ) .  " ’However d e e p ly  we may suppose t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  be 
engaged  b y  an y  t h o u g h t ,  a n y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  s u r ro u n d 
in g  phenomena w ou ld  s t i l l  be p e r c e i v e d ;  t h e  m o s t  a b s t r u s e  d e m o n s tra 
t i o n  i n  t h i s  rocxn w ou ld  n o t  p r e v e n t  a  l i s t e n e r ,  how ever a b s o rb e d ,  
f r a »  n o t i c i n g  t h e  sudden  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  th e  l i g h t s . ’ Even so th e  
t i c k i n g  o f  t h e  c lo c k  may p a s s  u n n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  s e n se  t h a t  i t  i s  an  
u n d i s c r i m i n a t e d  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  o u r  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  
b u t  i f  t h e  t i c k i n g  comes t o  a  sudden  s t o p ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  a  v c id  
i n  o u r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  p r o c la im s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  so m eth in g  h a s  gone 
o u t  o f  i t . "

We c o n te n d ,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h a t  t h e  aw a re n e ss  o f  th e  
e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t s  o r  o f  th e  s to p p in g  o f  t h e  o lo c k  does  n o t  
p rove t h a t  t h e r e  was a w a re n e s s  o f  t h e  l i g h t s  o r  o f  t h e  t i c k i n g .
One may be i n  a  l i g h t e d  room and  r e a d in g  a  book l i g h t e d  by a  lamp 
d i r e c t l y  above th e  b o o k ,  and  y e t  be unaware t h a t  t h e  book i s  l i g h t e d  
by  t h e  lam p . And he  may be aw are  o f  t h e  e x t i h o t i o n  o f  th e  l i g h t  
w i th o u t  h a v in g  b een  aw are o f  t h e  l i g h t .

T h is  may a t  f i r s t  seem a n  a b s u r d i t y ,  t h a t  s o a e th in g  
s h o u ld  go c u t  o f  p r e s e n c e  w h ich  w as n o t  i n  i t .  But we c o n te n d  
t h a t  t h e  " e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t "  i s  n o t  a  " so m e th in g  g o in g  ou t 
o f  p r e s e n c e , "  b u t  s im p ly  a  " g iv e n  i n  p r e s e n c e . "  I f  no a t t e n t i o n  
was p a i d  t h e  l i g h t e d  lam p , i t  was n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  When t h e r e  i s  
aw aren ess  o f  t h e  " e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t "  t h e r e  i s  som eth in g  g iv e n ,  
b u t  how i t  i s  g iv e n  n eed  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be d i s c o v e r a b l e  by an  a n -  
% lygig o f  w h a t  i s  g i v e n .  How t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  c o u ld  t a k e  p la c e  w i t h  
the p r e v io u s  a w a re n e ss  o f  th e  l i g h t  i s  j u s t  a s  much a  m y s te ry  a s  
how i t  c o u ld  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  p r e v io u s  a w a r e n e s s ,  so  f a r  a s  an  
i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  c o n c e rn e d .

The e x p e r i e n c e  o f  e x t i n c t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  accom panied  by 
an  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  a  l i g h t  had  been  on and  by a n  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  
t h e r e  had  b een  an  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h e  l i g h t  h a v in g  been  on , b u t  w h i le  
th e  f i r s t  i n f e r e n c e  may be t r u e  y e t  t h e  second  may be f a l s e ,  w i th o u t  
m aking an y  a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .
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i f  t h e r e  a r e ,  f o r  exam ple ,  two t h i n g s  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  two a r e  

somehow u n i t e d  i n  th e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t h a t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  

t h e r e  i s  an  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h i s  u n i t y ,  i t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

We in t e n d  t o  show, w i th o u t  d eny ing  t h a t  u n i t y  i s  an  e s s e n 

t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a n  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  w l a t  i s  g i v e n .  

The p r o o f  i s  s im p le :  A n y th in g  t h a t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t  i s  g iv e n  m ust be 

g iv e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  be d i s c o v e r a b l e .  And a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  m ust 

be i n  a w a r e n e s s ,  f o r  a n y th in g  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  no  aw aren ess  c a n n o t  

be g i v e n .  So i f  t h e r e  i s  e v e r  a n  aw a re n e ss  w h ich  i s  n o t  a n  a w a re n e s s  

o f  u n i t y ,  u n i t y  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  And i f  t h e r e  i s  one case  o f  aw a re n e ss  

i n  w hich  u n i t y  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  u n i t y  i s  n o t  an e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b le  b y  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  what i s  g iv e n .  T h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w h ich  no u n i t y  i s  g iv e n  i s  p ro b a b ly  o b v io u s  

t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  Y e t ,  t o  i l l u s t r a t e ;  when th e  w hole  o f  a t t e n t i o n  i s  

a b so rb e d  i n  n o t i n g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  two t h i n g s ,  t h e r e  i s  no 

a t t e n t i o n  g iv e n  t o  t h e i r  u n i t y  and  th u s  t h e i r  u n i t y  i s  n o t  g iv e n .

T h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  u n i t y  in v o lv e d  w henever two t h i n g s  a r e  

g iv e n  t o g e t h e r ,  we have no w ish  t o  d o u b t .  But t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  u n i t y  

g iv e n  w h en ev e r  two t h i n g s  a r e  g iv e n  t o g e t h e r ,  w i th o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  

g iv e n  a s  t o g e t h e r ,  we do d e n y .  E x p la n a t io n  t h a t  a  n o t  g iv e n  u n i t y  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  b e lo n g s  t o
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e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  We a r e  co n c e rn e d  h e re  o n ly  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

u n i t y  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  

by a n a l y s i s .

(Nor can  th e  demand f o r  u n i t y  o f  two g iv e n s  be u s e d  i n  

s u p p o r t  o^ a n  argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r  such  a  demand i s  an  

e x t e r n a l  demand. I f  two a r e  g iv e n ,  t h e y  a re  g i v e n ,  and w i t h o u t  a  

demand f o r  u n i t y .  The o n ly  k in d  o f  demand f o r  u n i t y  t h a t  c o u ld  

be u s e d  i n  a rgum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  i s  a g iv e n  demand; b u t  a  

g iv e n  demand f o r  u n i t y  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an a n a l y s i s  o^  th e  g iv e n ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  

some e x p e r i e n c e s  ( a l l  b u t  th e  few c o n t a i n i n g  th e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  

o h i l o s o p h e r s  a r g u in g  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  on th e  b a s i s c f  demand f o r  

u n i t y )  w hich  do n o t  have a  g iv e n  demand fo r  u n i t y  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e n . )
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5 .  M ust D u ra t io n  be G iven

I t  i s  u s u a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  d u r a t i o n  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  c f  p r e s e n c e .^  We in t e n d  h e r e  t o  show t h a t  d u r a t i o n  need  

n o t  be g iv e n ,  o r  t h a t  d u r a t i o n  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  b y  a n a l y s i s .

P re s e n c e  i s  o f t e n  spoken o f  a s  a  momentary a f f a i r ,  a  

s p e c io u s  p r e s e n t ,  a  moment o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  These and o t h e r  te rm s  

i n t e n d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  d u r a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  We have  

no o b j e c t i o n  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  p re s e n c e  a s  d u r a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  p r o 

v id e d  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  such  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  e x t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  w ha t i s  

o r o b a b ly  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  an  

a s s e r t i o n  o f  w hat must be found  by a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t i s  g iv e n .

Why c a n n o t  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  d u r a t i o n a l ?  Because i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t o  be c o m p le te ly  unaware o f  d u r a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  i s  no a w a re n e s s  o f  

d u r a t i o n ,  no d u r a t i o n  i s  g i v e n .  And i f  no d u r a t i o n  i s  g iv e n ,  d u r a 

t i o n  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e .

The co m p le te  a b se n c e  o f  d u r a t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  

b y  an  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  c o m p le te ly  a b s o rb e d  i n

1 .  E . 0 . ,  "The p a s s a g e  o f  t im e  i s  n o t ,  i t  would seem , a b s e n t  from 
th e  f i e l d  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  f o r  a  s i n g l e  moment. I t  may n o t  be 
s p e c i a l l y  a t t e n d e d  t o ;  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  'en jo y e d *  o r  ' e n d u r e d . ' "
N. K. S m ith ,  P ro legom ena  t o  a n  I d e a l i s t i c  Theory  o f  Knowledge,
p . 8 0 .
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t h e  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  p a t t e r n .  M ost o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  

a r e  d u r a t i o n l e s s  i n  t h e  sen se  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e x p l i c i t  aw aren ess  o f  

d u r a t i o n .  But t h e o r y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p r e s e n c e  i s  so imbued 

w i t h  " th e  u n d e n ia b le  f a c t  t h a t  we a re  a b l e  t o  and  a c t u a l l y  do m easure 

t h i s  moment o f  e x p e r i e n c e  by  a  p u r e ly  o b j e c t i v e  s t a n d a r d "  t h a t  i t  

i s  t h e r e b y  su p p o sed  t h a t  any  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e  m ust r e v e a l  i t s

n a t u r e  a s  d u r a t i o n a l .  Thus i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c o n ta m in a te d  by
s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e

e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The ' d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x p l a i n i n g  

how t h e r e  can be n o n - d u r a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a  s u p p o se d ly  d u r a t i o n a l  

p r e s e n c e  i s  t o  k eep  c l e a r  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  i n t e r n a l  and  e x 

t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  A p u r e ' i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p re s e n c e  need

n o t  r e v e a l  d u r a t i o n ,  a s  i s  e v id e n c e d  by  com ple te  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  a t -
2

t e n t i o n  i n  c o n t e m p la t io n  o f  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  p a t t e r n .

1 .  H , W. C a r r ,  o p .  P* 9»

2» D i s c u s s i o n s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  p rob lem o f  t h e  g i v e n n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n  
may be found  a s  f o l l o w s :

S .  H. Hodgson ,  M e ta p h y s i c  o f  E x p e r i e n c e ,  I  p p . 3 6 -3 7 .
H. W. C a r r ,  "The Moment o f  E x p e r ic n c ^ T *  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  the A ri s t o t e l -  

i a n  S o c i e t y ,  1915 -16 ,  p p .  1 f f .
E .  B. M c C ilv a ry ,  "T ina and th e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  T ine  , P h i l o s o p h i c a l

R eview , 1914, p p .  124 -143 .
N, K. S m ith ,  P ro legom ena  t o  an  I d e a l i s t i c  T heory  o f  Knowledge, p p .

B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ,  "On t h e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  T im e ,"  M o n is t ,  1915, p p .
212 f f .  .  , ,

L . E .  A k e le y ,  "The P rob lem  o f  t h e  S p e c io u s  P r e s e n t  and  p h y s i c a l  
T im e" ,  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i lo s o p h y , 1925, p p .  561 f f*

V. J .  M c G il l ,  "An A n a ly s i s  o f  th e  E x p e r i e n c e  o f  Time, J o u m a l _ o f  
P h i lo s o p h y ,  1930, u p .  533 f f .

John  L a i r d ,  " Knowl e d g e , B e l i e f  and  O p in io n , p p .  27 0 -2 7 8 , 2 9 7 -2 9 9 .
John  L a i r d ,  A S tu d y  i n  H e a l i sm , p .  4 ' ^
G. P .  S t o u t . ^ t l l d l e s  i n  P h i l ^ o p h y  and  P s y c h o l cg r ,  PP . 169-170 .
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6 ,  Must Change be Given? 

n o t
Change n e e d /b e  g iv e n .  The g e n e r a l  a rgum ent we a r e  

u s in g  s h o u ld  now be c l e a r ;  I f  t h e r e  a r e  some e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w h ich  

t h e r e  i s  no aw aren ess  o f  c h an g e ,  change i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r 

a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s .  And t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no aw aren ess  o f  change i s  u n d o u b te d 

ly  o b v io u s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  To i l l u s t r a t e :  When a t t e n t i o n  i s  co m p le te 

l y  a b s o rb e d  i n  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  a  s t i l l  l i f e  s c e n e ,  o r ,  a g a i n ,  a 

g e o m e t r i c a l  p a t t e r n ,  t h e r e  i s  no aw aren ess  o f  c h a n g e .

But in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h i s  problem  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  

a rg u m en t p e r t i n e n t  t o  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  ou r view and s u p p o r t in g  our 

c o n t e n t i o n s .  We may make a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  change iui p r e s e n c e  

and chiange o f  p r e s e n c e ,  w here by change _of p re s e n c e  we mean t h a t  

p r e s e n c e  changes  from som eth ing  t h a t  i t  i s  t o  som eth ing  t h a t  i t  i s  

n o t .  Change i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  o b v io u s ly  a  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  f o r  t h e r e  can 

be an  a w a re n e s s  o f  c h a n g e .  But t h a t  change o f  p re s e n c e  i s  an  im

p o s s i b i l i t y ,  we s h a l l  p ro cee d  t o  show.

Change o f  p r e s e n c e ,  by w h ich  i s  m eant t h a t  p re s e n c e  changes 

♦•rom w h a t  i t  i s  t o  w hat i t  i s  n o t ,  i s  im p o ss ib le  b e c a u s e ,  s in c e  

p r e s e n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n ,  b o th  a g iv e n  and  a  n o t  g iv e n  

w ould  have  t o  be g i v e n .  But a  change o f  th e  g iv e n  i n t o  sctie n o t  

g iv e n  i s  c l e a r l y  im p o s s ib l e ,  f o r  ( a )  i f  we suppose t h e r e  t o  be a  

g iv e n  c h a n g e ,  th e  n o t  g iv e n  m ust be g iv e n  t o g e t h e r  w i th  th e  g iv e n .
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and  th e n  t h e  supposed  n o t  g iv e n  i s  g iv e n  and n o t  n o t  g iv e n ,  o r  (b )  

i f  we suppose th e  change t o  be from t h e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  n o t  g iv e n ,  

o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  change m ust in v o lv e  more th a n  th e  g iv e n ,  and 

t h u s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  n o t  a  g iv e n  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  o r  th e  o b s e rv e d  

change i s  n o t  g iv e n  a s  o b s e r v e d .

In  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m in o l o g y ,  we deny t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  be g iv e n  

"an  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  new e v e n t s  an d  a  l o s s  from e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o ld  

e v e n t s . " ^  For i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  " l o s s "  from e x p e r i e n c e ,  

w hat i s  l o s t  must  be e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  no lo n g e r  p r e s e n t .  And t h e r e  

i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  " b e in g  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  no lo n g e r  p re s e n c e "  

and  "no l o n g e r  b e in g  e x p e r i e n c e d . "  I f  w hat i s  l o s t  i s  " b e in g  e x 

p e r i e n c e d  a s  no lo n g e r  p r e s e n t , "  i t  i s  s t i l l  b e in g  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  and

th u s  i s  n o t  a " l o s s , "

C oncern ing  ch a n g e ,  t h e n ,  we say  t h a t  i t  n eed  n o t  be g iv e n ,

bor t h e r e  a re  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no a w a re n e ss  o f  change# 

And i f  change i s  g i v e n ,  i t  i s  change w  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  i t  can n o t be 

change o f  p r e s e n c e .  An e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  m ig h t 

e x p l a i n  t h a t  change i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  ev en  

th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no aw a re n e ss  o f  c h a n g e ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  change o f  

t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r e s e n c e  ev en  th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no aw are 

n e s s  o f  th e m . But an  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  - -  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  

r i v e n  - -  does n o t  f u r n i s h  g ro unds  f o r  argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n d e ,  

a t  l e a s t  n o t  th e  g round  t h a t  change i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

p e  p re s e n c e #

1 . E# B# M c G i l v a n r ,  "Time and t h e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  T im e ,"  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  
Review , 1914 , p .  143#
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7 ,  Must th e  S e l f  be G iven?

" T h a t  t h e r e  i s  some r e a l  and p e rm a n e n t  S u b je c t  o r  a g e n t ,  

some o f  whose f u n c t i o n s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  s u p p o r t  and  

c o n d i t i o n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i s  a s  a conm on-sense id e a  u n d e n i a b l e , . . .

But t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  n o r  can  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  t r u t h  

o f  t h e  common-sense id e a  be v i n d i c a t e d ,  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  r e c o u r s e  

u l t i m a t e l y  t o  th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  moments o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  

t a k e n  eac h  f o r  i t s e l f ,  w i t h o u t  th e  a s s u m p tio n  o f  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  a n  e x i s t e n t  s t r e a m ,  from th e  b e g in n in g  t o  t h e  end 

o f  a  S u b j e c t ' s  c o n s c io u s  l i f e . " ^  Such a n  a n a l y s i s  " w i l l  s p e c i f y  

o n ly  s t a t e s  o r  p r o c e s s - c o n t e n t s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  

i n s e p a r a b l e  e l e m e n t s  o f  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  com posed , and  th e  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  c o m b in a t io n s  i n  w h ich  th e y  s t a n d ,  o r  i n t o  w h ich  th e y  e n t e r ,  w i t h

one a n o t h e r ;  and  w i l l ,  a s  an  a n a l y s i s ,  c o n t a i n  no s ta t e m e n t  t h a t

2
t h e s e  o r  a n y  o f  them  a r e  p e r c e iv e d  by a  S u b j e c t . "

The above q u o t a t i o n s  from Hodgson e x p r e s s  r a t h e r  w e l l  th e  

p o s i t i o n  we ta k e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p ro b lem : Must t h e  s e l f  be g iv en ?  

W i th o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  deny  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  som eth in g  w hich so c o n d i t i o n s  

p r e s e n c e  t h a t  som eth ing  l i k e  th e  com non-sense n o t i o n  o f  an  e n d u r in g  

s e l f  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g iv e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r e

1 .  S .  H. H odgson , M e tap h y s io  o f  E x p e r i e n c e , I ,  p .  43,

2 ,  I b i d . ,  p .  4 2 .
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o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  we do a t  t h e  same t im e  a t t e m p t  t o  show t h a t  we c a n n o t ,  

by  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e  s e l f  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e .  We a g re e  t h a t  a c o m p le te ly  c r i t i c a l  

sy s tem  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  w i l l  "have  r e c o u r s e  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  th e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  p r e s e n t  moments o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t a k e n  eac h  f o r  i t s e l f . "  That 

i s ,  i t  w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  f o r  a n a l y s i s ,  

a n d  t h a t  a l l  a rg u m en ts  c l a im in g  c e r t a i n t y  i n  a  m e ta p h y s ic s  w i l l  f in d  

t h e i r  g rounds  u l t i m a t e l y  i n  p r e s e n c e .  And, w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e  s e l f ,  

we a r g u e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  

t h e r e  a r e  p r e s e n c e s  w i t h o u t  an y  a w a re n e s s  o f  a s e l f .  To i l l u s t r a t e :  

I f  p r e s e n c e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  a  ju d g em en t such a s ;  Two p l u s  two 

e q u a l s  f o u r ,  ar There a r e  w h i t e  sw ans ,  t h e r e  i s  no a w a re n e s s  o f  a 

s e l f  i n v o l v e d .

We c o n s id e r  t h i s  a  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  C a lk in s  

and  o t h e r  I d e a l i s t s  who a s s e r t  t h a t  " e v e r y  i d e a  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  as  

a n  i d e a - o ^ - a - c o n s c i o u s - p o s s e s s e r - o f - i d e a s I t  i s ,  l i k e w i s e ,  a

r e f u t a t i o n  o f  K a n t 's  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  " . . .  ' I  a m ',
2

w h ic h  accom pan ies  a l l  my ju d g m en ts  and a c t s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . . "

T here  may b e ,  and p ro b a b ly  i s ,  som eth in g  l i k e  a  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  Ego 

w h ic h  accom pan ies  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  b u t  t h a t

1 .  M. W. C a l k i n s ,  " P sy ch o lo g y  a s  S c ie n c e  o f  t h e  S e l f , "  J o u r n a l  o f  
p h i l o s o p h y ,  1908, p .  13 . For a c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  'a x io m ' t h a t  ' f o r  
thie known t h e r e  m ust be a  k n o w er ,"  see  W. B. P i l l s b u r y ,  "The Ego and 
E m p i r i c a l  P s y c h o lo g y ,"  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  R eview , 1907 , p p .  387 f f .

2 .  C r i t i q u e  o f  Pure  R easo n ,  t r .  by N. K. S m ith ,  p .  3 5 ,  n o t e .
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t h e r e  i s  a n  e x p l i c i t  " l  am" n e c e s s a r i l y  g iv e n  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  n o t  

w a r r a n t e d  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by  any  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no e x p l i c i t  aw areness  o f  a s e l f ,  o r  i n  which  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  i s  o b v i o u s l y  c o m p l e t e l y  a b s o rb e d  i n  some o b j e c t .

A n o th e r  p o i n t ;  w h i l e ,  on t h e  one h a n d ,  t h e r e  may be no 

s e l f  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  y e t ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e r e  may be s e v e r a l  s e l v e s  i n  

p r e s e n c e .  T h i s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a  com par ison  o f  a c h i ld h o o d  s e l f  

w i t h  a m a tu re  s e l f .  I f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  com par ison  o f

a c h i l d h o o d  s e l f  and  a n a t u r e  s e l f ,  b o th  s e l v e s  must  be g iv e n  i n  t h e

e x p e r i e n c e .  I f  one does  n o t  h o ld  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two r e a l  s e l v e s  

accompanying t h e  two g i v e n  s e l v e s ,  what  r e a s o n  s h o u ld  t h e r e  be t h a t  

t h e r e  must  he one r e a l  s e l f  accompanying one g iv e n  s e l f ?  We c i t e  

t h i s  in  s u p p o r t  o'* t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t ,  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g iv e n  

g i v e s  no n e c e s s a r y  g round  f o r  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a r e a l  s e l f  i s  a 

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  o^ p r e s e n c e .  "Hiat a c o m p le t e ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n v o l v e s  a r e a l  s e l f ,  we 

do n o t  w i s h  t o  q u e s t i o n .  Rut t h a t  an a n a l y s i s  o f  wha t  i s  g iv e n

n e c e s s i t a t e s  a r e a l  s e l f ,  we deny .



69

8 .  Must P u rp o se  be Given?

Some h o ld  t h a t  pu rpose  o r  w i l l  o r  d e s i r e  i s  th e  fu n d am e n ta l  

p r i n c i p l e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  b e i n g .  And th e y  may a rg u e  t h a t  s in c e  e v e r y 

t h i n g  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  p u rp o s iv e  i n  n a t u r e ,  p r e s e n c e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

p u r p o s iv e  i n  n a t u r e .  Such a  c o n c lu s io n  fo l lo w s  from th e  p r e m i s e s .

But i t  does  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  p u rp o se  m ust be g iv e n ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  an  

a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e  m ust r e v e a l  p u rp o se  . To a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  w o rld  

i s  p u r p o s iv e  i s  one way o f  e x p l a i n i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  a s s e r t  

t h a t  p r e s e n c e  i s  a  p a r t  o f  a  p u rpose  i s  one way o f  e x p l a i n i n g  p r e s e n c e .  

But t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  p u rp o se  m ust be g iv e n  i s  t o  p re d e te rm in e  

a n a l y s i s .

L e t  us  s t a t e  and c o n s id e r  t h r e e  c o n c lu s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  p u rp o s e :

1 .  I f  b y  "p u rp o se "  i s  m eant a n  o n t o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  e i t h e r  

c o n s t i t u t i n g  o r  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n d i t i o n i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  an d  i f  pu rpose

i s  i n  any  se n se  som eth ing  more th a n  p r e s e n c e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  some

t h i n g  more th a n  p re s e n c e  i t  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  f o r  a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  

more t h a n ,  i . e . ,  n o t ,  p r e s e n c e  ca n n o t  be g iv e n .  A p a in ,  i n  o t h e r  

w o rd s ,  i f  p r e s e n c e  i s  a p a r t  o f  a  p u r p o s e ,  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  purpose  

w h ich  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  f o r  what i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e

i s  i p s o  f a c t o  n o t  g iv e n .

2 .  I f  by "p u rp o se "  we mean so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e  

( e . g . ,  o n e ’ s d e s i r e  f o r  th e  a n t i c i p a t e d  en joym ent o f  a  p l a y ) ,  p u rp o se  

c a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be g iv e n .  But i n s o f a r  a s  " p u rp o se "  a l s o  means
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som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  can n o t  be g i v e n .  For  example ,  

i f  i t  be a s s e r t e d  t h a t  pu rpose  h a s  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  p r e s 

ence  and  t h a t  r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  a p a r t  o f  p u r p o s e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  a 

p a r t  o f  pu rp o s e  w h ich  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  The r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  an  

u n r e a l i z e d  pu rpose  c a n n o t ,  t h u s ,  be g i v e n ,

3 .  I f  by  " p u rp o s e "  we mean som eth ing  t h a t  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  

i t  does  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  p u rpose  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s .  We a s s e r t  t h a t  p u rpose  i s  n o t  

an e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s ,  

f o r  t h e r e  a r e  some e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  which  t h e r e  i s  no aw a re n e s s  o f  

p u r p o s e .  And where t h e r e  i s  no a w a re n e s s  o f  p u r p o s e ,  p u rp o s e  i s  

n o t  g i v e n .  E x p e r i e n c e  w i t h o u t  aw a re n e s s  o f  purpose  nay be i l l u s t r a 

t e d  by any  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e r e i n  aw a re n e s s  i s  w h o l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  o f

( a )  a f e e l i n g  o f  d r o w s i n e s s ,  (b)  an a t t i t u d e  o f  s u r p r i s e ,  o r  ( c )  

r e t r c s o e o t i v e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n .
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9 ,  Must Knowledge be Given?

I n  o r d e r  t o  a n sw er  th e  q u e s t i o n ;  M ust know ledge be g iv en ?  

we m us t f i r s t  d e te rm in e  w h a t  i s  t o  be m eant by t h e  te rm s  ’’know ledge” 

and  ’’o b j e c t s . ” The te rm  ’’o b j e c t s ” r e f e r s  t o  w h a t  i s  known, and  

o b j e c t s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  may be o f  two 

k i n d s ,  g iv e n  and  n o t  g i v e n .  The te rm  ”know ledge” may be d e f in e d  

t o  mean d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  depen d in g  upon  w h e th e r  t h e  a c t  o f  knowing 

and  th e  o b j e c t s  known a r e  b o th  g iv e n  o r  w h e th e r  t h e  a c t  o f  knowing 

a l o n e  i s  g i v e n .  L e t  u s  d i s c u s s  t h r e e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ;

( a )  I f  knowledge in v o lv e s  a  g iv e n  a c t  o f  knowing and a 

g iv e n  o b j e c t ,  know ledge can  be g iv e n .

(b )  I f  know ledge in v o l v e s  a  g iv e n  a c t  # f  knowing and  a  n o t  

g iv e n  o b j e c t ,  knowledge c a n n o t  be g iv e n .

( c )  I f  know ledge i s  s a i d  t o  be a b o u t  a  n o t  g iv e n  o b j e c t  

and  y e t  i n v o l v e s  o n ly  t h e  g iv e n  a c t  o f  know ing , knowledge may be s a i d  

t o  be g i v e n .

L e t  u s  f i r s t  d i s c u s s  ( b ) ,  t h e  c a s e  w here knowledge ca n n o t  

be g iv e n ;  th e n  ( c ) ,  w here knowledge o f  n o t  g iv e n  o b j e c t s  may be 

g iv e n ;  and  t h e n  ( c )  and  ( a )  t o g e t h e r ,  w here knowledge can  be g iv e n ,  

and  t h e i r  b e a r i n g  upon th e  p ro b lem ; Must Knowledge be g iven?

(b )  I f  know ledge in v o lv e s  a  g iv e n  a c t  o f  knowing and  a n o t  

g iv e n  o b j e c t ,  know ledge c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  b eca u se  p a r t  o f  know ledge, 

t h e  n o t  g iv e n  o b j e c t ,  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  I t  may be o b j e c t e d  t h a t ,  s in c e  

a  p a r t  o f  know ledge i s  g i v e n ,  knowledge i s  g iv e n .  B u t ,  i f  knowledge
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be ta k e n  a s  b e in g  made up o f  two o a r t s ,  th e  knowing and th e  o b j e c t ,  

t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t l ie  knowing i s  n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  

know ledge u n l e s s  t h e  p a r t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  w h o le .  We a s s e r t ,  

t h e n ,  t h a t  i f  knowledge in v o lv e s  a  g iv e n  knowing and a  n o t  g iv e n  

o b j e c t ,  know ledge c a n n o t  be g i v e n .
O b j- •« -1 t

(o )  I f  knowledge i s  s a i d  t o  be a b o u t  a  n o t  g iv e n  know ledge

1‘ *an d  y e t  in v o l v e s  o n ly  th e  g iv e n  a c t  o f  know ing, knowing nay  be s a i d  

t o  be g i v e n .  The b e in g  o f  k now ledge ,  on such  a  d e f i n i t i o n ,  does n o t  

in v o lv e  th e  b e in g  o f  o b j e c t s ; ^  and  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  kno w led g e ,  so 

d e f i n e d ,  does  n o t  g iv e  g rounds  f o r  a rg u m en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  A 

A q u o t a t i o n  f r « n  W endel T. Bush c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t s  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ;

” l  t h e r e f o r e  d e f in e  kno w led g e , p r o v i s i o n a l l y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
a s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  . . .  One i s  p e rh a p s  
i n c l i n e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a  m isuse  o f  w o rd s .
We do n o t  n o rm a l ly  use  t h e  w ord  knowledge t o  mean an  e x p e r i e n c e  
w h ich  h as  a  c o g n i t i v e  f e e l i n g .  By knowledge we Knowledge and  
n o t  p e rh a p s  e r r o r  t h a t  f e e l s  l i k e  kno w led g e .  T ru th  an d  e r r o r ,  
i t  i s  h e l d ,  a r e  two r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  and knowledge 
means th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t r u t h  and  i t  c a n n o t  mean t h e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  e r r o r .  T h is  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e .  I  a d m it  t h a t  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  v iew  w h ich  I  h e r e  d e fen d  u s e s  t h e  w ord knowledge i n  a  
n o v e l  w ay , w h ich  may be a  l i t t l e  c o n f u s i n g .  But th e  h a b i t  o f  
d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  knowledge m ust be knowledge o f  o u t e r  f a c t ,  and  
t h e n  t o  s a y  t h a t  e p i s t e m o lo g y  i n v e s t i g a t e s  know ledge , i s  t o  
d e c l a r e  a n  im p o r ta n t  p rob lem  s o lv e d  by a  mere f i a t  b e fo re  b e 
g i n n i n g .  Or p u t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  m ust be a  t r a n s u b j e c t i v e  
o b j e c t  o f  know ledge , o th e rw is e  t h e r e  w ould  be no knowledge f o r  
e p i s t e m o lo g y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ;  b u t  we have e p i s t e m o lo g y ,  t i e  r e - 
fo re  we have know ledge . P e rh a p s  we h a v e ,  b u t  i t  i s  t o  beg th e

1 .  "Knowledge c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c o n te n t  and a  c l a i m . ” S e l l a r s ,  E s s a y s  
i n  C r i t i c a l  R e a l i s m , p .  2 14 .

2 .  A v e n a r i u s  and th e  S ta n d p o in t  o f  Pure  E x p e r i e n c e ,  p p .  14 , 1 5 ,
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most fu n d a m e n ta l  o f  q u e s t i o n s  t o  assume t h e  t r a n s u b j e c t i v e  
o b j e c t s  i n  ou r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  know ledge .  We have c a s e s  o f  e x 
p e r i e n c e  w hich  we say  a r e  c a s e s  o f  know ledge .  As t y p e s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e y  must  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by e x p e r i e n c e  q u a l i t i e s .  
T^ese  e x p e r i e n c e  marks a r e  p r e c i s e l y  what  t h e y  a r e ,  w h e th e r  
t h e r e  i s  any  knowledge o f  t r a n s u b j e c t i v e  t h i n g s  o r  n o t . ”

( a )  & ( c )  I f  by knowledge we mean som eth ing  t h a t  can be 

g i v e n ,  we may s t i l l  a s k :  Must knowledge be g iv e n ?  The answ er  i s  

t h i s :  Knowledge need  n o t  be g i v e n .  For  t h e r e  a r e  some e x p e r i e n c e s  

w h ich  do n o t  have a " c o g n i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r . ” To i l l u s t r a t e :  A p r o 

p o s i t i o n  may be e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a f f i r m e d  o r  d e n i e d .  There 

n a y  be p r e s e n t e d  a s e n s e -d a tu m  which  i s  n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d .  On*may 

f e e l  good w i t h o u t  knowing why.

Concern ing  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  know ledge ,  t h e n ,  we s a y :  

Crivanness o f  knowledge i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

p r e s e n c e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by an a n a l y s i s  o f  what  i s  g i v e n .  And f u r t h e r ,  

i f  and when knowledge i s  g i v e n ,  i t  does  n o t  f o l l o w  d e d u c t i v e l y  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  which  i s  n o t  g i v e n ,  f o r  ( a )  knowledge w hich  in v o l v e s  

a n o t  g i v e n  o b j e c t  c a n n o t  be g i v e n ,  and (b)  knowledge w h ich  does  n o t  

in v o l v e  a  n o t  g iv e n  o b j e c t  i m p l i e s  n o t h i n g  c o n c e r n in g  what  i s  n o t  

g i v e n .
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10.  Must T r u t h  be Given?

I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p rob lem :  Must t r u t h  be g ive n?  we 

must  f i r s t  d e t e r m in e  what  i s  t o  be meant  by t h e  t e rm  ’’t r u t h . ” We 

a c c e p t  a s  t h e  mos t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  and most  c o m p le t e ly  g e n e r a l i z e d ,  

t h e o r y  o f  t h e  meaning  o f  t r u t h  t h a t  o f  A r i s t o t l e .  He a s k s  'V h a t  t h e  

t r u e  and  f a l s e  a r e . ” ”To say  o f  what  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t ,  o r  o f  what  

i s  n o t  t h a t  i t  i s ,  i s  f a l s e ,  w h i l e  t o  s a y  o f  wha t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s ,  o r  

o f  w ha t  i s  n o t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t ,  i s  t r u e . ” ^ We may s t a t e  t h i s  t h e o r y  

i n  a  form w h ich  seems t o  u s  p r e f e r a b l e :  T r u t h  i s  a p r o p e r t y  o f  a 

b e l i e f  when what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e ,  i s ;  o r  when what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  

be s o ,  i s  s o ;  o r  when what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be n o t ,  i s  n o t ;  o r  when 

w h a t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be n o t  s o ,  i s  n o t  s o .  And f a l s i t y  i s  a  p r o p e r t y  

o f  a  b e l i e f  when what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e ,  i s  n o t ;  o r  when whe.t i s  

b e l i e v e d  t o  be s o ,  i s  n o t  s o ;  o r  when w ha t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be n o t ,  i s ;  

o r  when what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be n o t  s o ,  i s  s o .

We c o n t e n d  t h a t  such a t h e o r y  i s  a "most  c o m p l e t e l y  g e n e r 

a l i s e d  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  meaning o f  t r u t h ” beca use  i t  i s  n o t ,  a s  some o f
p

o u r  c r i t i c s  have s u p p o s e d , ” m e r e l y  a co r re s p o n d en ce  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  

meaning  o f  t r u t h ,  beca use  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a b e l i e f  does  n o t  always  d e 

pend upon c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  between an id e a  and a r e a l  t h i n g ,  f o r  

ex a m p le ,  b u t  may somet imes  depend upon c o n s i s t e n c y  o r  w o r k a b i l i t y  

o r  some o t h e r  f u n c t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  an id e a  

i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  i d e a s  depends upon t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h a t

1 .  M e t a p h y s i c s , 1011a 25 ,  W. D. Ross t r a n s l a t i o n .

2 .  T h i s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  meaning o f  t r u t h  was p r e s e n t e d  i n  a p a p e r  read  
b e f o r e  t h e  A c o l y t e s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1332.
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i d e a  w i t h  o t h e r  i d e a s .  O r, th e  t r u t h  o f  » b e l i e f  t h a t  a n  id e a  w i l l  

w ork s u o o e s s f u l l y  depends  upon t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  w o rk in g  o f  t h a t  i d e a .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  and  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  b e l i e f s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  t r u e  

u n d e r  A r i s t o t l e ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  m eaning o f  t r u t h .  T h a t  i s  why 

we p r e f e r  t o  c a l l  i t  t h e  " G e n e r ic  Theory" o f  th e  m ean ing  o f  t r u t h .

But r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  m ethods o f  s t a t i n g  

t h e  m eaning  o f  t r u t h ,  a l l  t h e o r i e s  ag re e  t h a t  t h a t  w h ich  makes a 

b e l i e f  ( ju d g e m e n t ,  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  i d e a )  t r u e  i s  i n  some sen se  o th e r  

t h a n  th e  b e l i e f  i t s e l f .  And a  b e l i e f ,  b e in g  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i s  made 

t r u e  by so m e th in g  o t h e r  th a n  i t s e l f ,  w h e th e r  t h i s  o t h e r  be i n  o r  n o t  

i n  p r e s e n c e .  I f  t h i s  o t h e r  be n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  i f  t h e  g iv e n n e s  

o f  t r u t h  i n v o l v e s  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h i s  o t h e r ,  t r u t h  ca n n o t  be g i v e n .  

For exam ple :  I f  an  id e a  i s  made t r u e  by t h e  b e in g  o f  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

n o t - g i v e n  e x i s t e n t ,  and  i f  t r u t h  in v o l v e s  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  e x i s t e n t  

( i . e . ,  i f  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t r u t h  in v o lv e s  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h e  c o r 

r e s p o n d in g  e x i s t e n t ) ,  t h e n  th e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  ide« /canno t be g i v e n .  But 

w here  t h i s  o t h e r  i s  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  t r u t h  can  be g i v e n .  T h a t  i s ,  i f  

t h e r e  i s  a b e l i e f  a b o u t  som eth ing  e l s e  w i t h i n  t h e  same p r e s e n c e ,  and  

i f  t h e r e  i s  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  b e l i e f  a s  b e in g  a b o u t  som eth ing  e l s e  i n

p r e s e n c e  and a s  t r u e ,  t r u t h  can  be g i v e n .

The p ro b lem : Must t r u t h  be g iv e n ?  i s  a n s w e re d ,  t h e n ,  by 

s a y in g  t h a t  ( a )  i "  t r u t h  in v o lv e s  some n o t  g iv e n ,  t r u t h  c a n n o t  be 

g iv e n ,  and (b )  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t r u t h  t o  be g i v e n ,  w here 

t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t r u t h  does  n o t  i n v o lv e  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  a n y th in g



76

n o t  g i v e n ,  such g i v e n n e s s  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r e s e n c e  f o r  t h e r e  

a r e  sone e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no aw areness  o f  t r u t h .  To 

i l l u s t r a t e :  An e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w h ich  t h e  aw areness  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  

f i l l e d  w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  i n t e n s e  p a i n  o r ,  a g a i n ,  w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  

d r o w s i n e s s .

C o n c lu s io n

P r e s e n c e ,  a s  we i n t e r p r e t  i t s  n a t u r e ,  h a s  no e s s e n t i a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by a n a l y s i s . Th i s  i s  o u r  c o n t e n t i o n .  

W he the r  o r  n o t  ou r  c o n t e n t i o n  be t a k e n  as  e s t a b l i s h e d  depends upon

( a )  w h e t h e r  or  n o t  we have s u c c e s s f u l l y  a rg u e d  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  n on 

e s s e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  t e n  p r o p o s e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and  upon (b )  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  .«uocess o f  t h e  a rgument i n  t h e s e  t e n  c a s e s  

c o n v i n c e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  a rgument  w i l l  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a l l  

p o s s i b l e  c a s e s .
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S e c t io n  E .  IIÆPLIGATIONS OP THE INTERPRETATION

I n t r o d u c t i o n

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  we s h a l l  seek  t o  p o i n t  o u t  w h a t  b e a r i n g  

o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p re s e n c e  h a s  upon  " a rg u m e n ts  

f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e . "  T h ere  i s  im p l ie d  by  our a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t  i s  

g i v e n ,  n o t h i n g  t h & t  i s  n o t  g i v e n .  I t  f o l l o w s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  n o th in g  

can be l o g i c a l l y  deduced  from w hat i s  g iv e n ,  and  t h a t  t h u s  a l l  

" a rg u m en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e "  a r e  " u n so u n d ."

1 .  An "argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e , "  a s  we a r e  u s in g  th e  

te rm  i n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  i s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t ,  by l o g i c a l  m ean s ,  f r a n  

w h a t  i s  g iv e n  t o  w h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  I t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p rove  t h e  

b e in g  o f  som eth in g  n o t  g iv e n  from g iv e n  p r e m is e s .

An argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  i s  "sound"  when i t  i s  v a l i d  

and  b a se d  upon w a r r a n te d  p r e m i s e s ,  ( a )  An argum ent i s  v a l i d  when th e  

c o n c lu s io n s  fo l lo w  from th e  p re m ise s  l o g i c a l l y ,  i . e . ,  w i th o u t  

v o i d a t i n g  th e  " t h r e e  laws o f  th o u g h t"  w h ich  we p o s t u l a t e d  i n  o u r  

C r i t i q u e  o f  M ethod , (b )  W arran ted  p re m ise s  a rc  t h o s e  w h ich  a r e  d i s 

c o v e r a b le  b y  an a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e .  Only th o s e  p r e m is e s  w h ich  

can  be found by such  an a n a l y s i s  a re  w a r r a n t e d ,  f o r  t o  use  n o t  g iv e n  

p re m is e s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  such  an  argum ent w ould  be t o  beg t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

To assume a  n o t  g iv e n  p rem ise  i n  a t t e m p t in g  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  som eth ing  

n o t  g iv e n  i s ,  i s  t o  beg t h e  q u e s t i o n  and t o  make th e  a rgum en t un so u n d .

2 .  We have s e l e c t e d  t e n  p ro p o sed  a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  

r e l a t e d  t o  th e  t e n  p ro p o s e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p r e s e n c e  c o n s id e r e d
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i n  S e c t io n  D. We c o n s id e r  ou r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  them  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  o u r  c o n c lu d in g  c o n t e n t i o n s ,  f o r ;  ( a )  I f  o u r  r e a d e r  be 

c o n v in c e d  t h a t  o u r  a rgum en t a g a i n s t  th e s e  t e n  p ro p o s e d  a rgum en ts  

h a s  b een  s u c c e s s f u l ,  he w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  same 

s o r t  o f  a rg u m en t may be u s e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  r e f u t i n g  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  (b )  We a r e  p r o b a b ly  n o t  a c q u a in t e d  

w i t h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  an d  th u s  p r o b a b ly  

c a n n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  r e f u t e  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  a rg u m en t i n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  so 

we m ust s e t  a  l i m i t  somewhere, ( c )  I n  t r e a t i n g  t h e s e  t e n  a rg u m e n ts ,  

o u r  g e n e r a l  a rg u m en t s h a l l  have become s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r ,  and  th e  

u s e  o f  i t  so  m o n o to n o u s ly  r e p i t i t i o u s ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  o f  

i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  w ould  be s u p e r f lu o u s  f o r  ou r  p u r p o s e s ,

3 .  The g e n e r a l  form w h ich  we have a d o p te d  f o r  s t a t i n g  th e  

p ro p o s e d  a rg u m e n ts  i s  t h i s ;  Can X im ply  some n o t  g iv e n ?  The X in  

eac h  c a se  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o n s id e r e d  i n  S e c t i o n  D,

4 ,  An o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  p ro p o se d  a rg u m e n ts  t o  be c o n s id e r e d  

i s :  (1 )  Can i m p l i c i t n e s s  im ply  some n o t  g iv e n ?  (2 )  Gan b o u n d a r ie s  

o f  p r e s e n c e  im p ly  some n o t  g iv e n ?  (3 )  Can a  m a rg in  o f  p r e s e n c e  im

p l y  some n o t  g iv e n ?  (4 )  Can a  demand f o r  u n i t y  o f  p re s e n c e  im ply

some n o t  g iv e n ?  (5 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n  im n ly  sone n o t  g iv e n ?

( 6 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  change im ply  some n o t  g iv e n ?  (7 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  

o f  s e l f  im p ly  some n o t  g iv e n ?  (8 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  p u rp o se  im p ly  

some n o t  g iv e n ?  (9 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  knowledge im p ly  some n o t  g iv en ?

(1 0 )  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  t r u t h  im ply  some n o t  g iv e n ?
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5 .  The g e n e r a l  form o f  t h e  a rgum ent w h ich  we s h a l l  u se  

i n  r e f u t i n g  a l l  a rgum en ts  f o r  tra n sc e n d e & o è  i s  t h i s :  P rob lem :

Can X im p ly  sone n o t  g iv e n ?  T h a t  i s ,  can  X be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  

a r g u in g  f o r  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ?  I t  may be 

a rg u e d  t h a t ,  s i n c e  X i s  g iv e n  and  s in c e  i t  fo l lo w s  from X and Y 

(w here Y i s  some assum ed a x io m ) , some n o t  g iv e n  b e in g  i s .  But a  

p ro p o s e d  a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  such  a s  t h i s  may be shown t o  be 

unsound  b e c a u s e :  ( a )  X c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  and  th u s  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  

X i s  n o t  a  w a r r a n t e d  p rem ise  f o r  a rg u m e n t ;  (b )  Y i s  an  assumed axiom 

T 'h ich  i s  n o t  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  and  th u s  i s  

n o t  a w a r r a n t e d  p rem ise  f o r  a rg u m e n t ;  ( c )  I f  X i s  g iv e n ,  b u t  can  be 

shown t o  n o t  im p ly  some n o t  g iv e n ,  an  a rgum ent w h ich  a t t e m p t s  t o  

deduce a  n o t  g iv e n  from a  g iv e n  X i s  i n v a l i d  beca u se  i t  h as  som eth ing  

more i n  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a n  was g iv e n  i n  i t s  p r e m i s e s .

6 .  The p u rpose  o f  S e c t io n  E i s  t o  prove th e  c o n c lu s io n  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no sound a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  And from t h i s  

c o n c l u s i o n  t h e r e  fo l lo w s  a  f u r t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t o  be c o n s id e r e d  i n  

S e c t i o n  F ,  n am e ly ,  t h a t  s in c e  t h e r e  a r e  no sound a rg u m e n ts  f o r  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  i . e . ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no l o g i c a l  means o f  g e t t i n g  

from w h a t  i s  g iv e n  t o  w hat i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  means o f  

g e t t i n g  from w lia t i s  g iv e n  t o  w h a t i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  l o g i c a l  

m e a n s .



80

1» Can I m p l i o i t n e s s  Im ply  Sane N o t-G iven?  I m p l i o i t n e s s ,

1a s  we have p o in t e d  o u t  ( p p .  3 8 , 3 9 ) ,  i s  o f  t h r e e  k i n d s ;  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  

l o g i c a l  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l .  A lth o u g h  our  answ er w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  eac h  

o f  th e  t h r e e  i s  th e  same, we may p r o f i t a b l y  d e a l  w i th  them s e p a r a t e l y .

( a )  Gan p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  im ply  some n o t - g iv e n ?  

T h a t  i s ,  can  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  be u sed  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  an  

a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ?  We s h a l l  show t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  may be p ro p o se d  a s  an  argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  t h a t  

s i n c e  a  t h i n g  may be g iv e n  i m p l i c i t l y ,  i .  e , ,  we may be "unaware o f  

i t  i n  t h e  s e n se  t h a t  (we h a v e )  no d i s t i n c t  aw aren ess  o f  i t  a s  a  p a r t  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  o b j e c t  d i s t i n c t  from th e  o t h e r  p a r t s , "  i t  fo l lo w s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  aam eth ing  in  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w h ich  we a r e  n o t  a w a re .  O r, a s  

we p r e f e r  t o  s t a t e  t h e  a rg u m e n t:  S in c e  i m p l i c i t n e s s  i s  g iv e n ,  w here 

by  " i m p l i c i t n e s s "  i s  m ean t t h a t  som eth in g  w h ich  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  

y e t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  some n o t  g iv e n  i s  im p l ie d  by some 

g i v e n .

When so s t a t e d ,  t h e  e r r o r  i n  t h e  a rgum ent i s  o b v io u s .  We 

p r e s e n t  two c o u n te r  a rg u m e n ts  by way o f  d i s p r o o f  o f  t h e  p ro p o sed  

a rgum en t :

a .  I m p l i c i t n e s s ,  ae  we have shown (p p .  39-44), c a n n o t  be 

g iv e n ,  and  t h u s  c a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  such  an  a rg u m e n t .

1 .  T h ro u g h o u t S e c t io n  E , r e f e r e n c e s  t o  pages  i n  th e  p r e c e d in g  S e c t io n  
w i l l  be i n s e r t e d  i n  th e  t e x t  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  d e s i g 
n a t e d  by f o o t n o t e s ,

2 ,  B a rk e r ,  o £ .  c i t . , p .  2 6 4 .
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b .  The mftxim t h a t  " i m p l i c i t n e s s  in v o l v e s  som eth ing  w hich  

i s  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  g iv e n "  i s  i t s e l f  n o t  g iv e n  i n  p r e s n e c e ,  and  th u s  

c a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  such  an  a rg u m e n t .

(b )  Can l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  im p ly  some n o t - g iv e n ?  We 

have no w is h  t o  d o u b t  t h a t  some c o n c e p ts  l o g i c a l l y  im ply  o th e r s  o r  

t h a t  some p r o p o s i t i o n s  im p ly  o t h e r s .  But we do deny t h a t  l o g i c a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  can  be u se d  a s  a  b a s e s  f o r  an  argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  

T h a t  i s ,  we a r e  n o t  h e r e  o b j e c t i n g  t o  th o s e  who, by  way o f  e x t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a s s e r t  t h a t ,  f o r  exam ple ,  " b e in g  r e d  im p l ie s  be ing  

c o l o r e d , "  But we do o b j e c t  t o  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " b e in g  p e rc e iv e d  

a s  r e d  im p l i e s  b e in g  p e r c e i v e d  a s  c o l o r e d . "  For t h i s  l a t t e r  a s s e r 

t i o n ,  th o u g h  i t  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w hat i s  a c t u a l l y  

g i v e n ,  i s  a r r i v e d  a t  n o t  b y  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t i s  a c t u a l l y  g iv e n ,  

b u t  by d ed u c in g  from a  n o t  g iv e n  p re m is e  t h a t  i t  m ust be s o .  T h a t  i s ,  

g iv e n  th e  p r e m i s e ,  " b e in g  r e d  im p l ie s  b e in g  c o l o r e d , "  i t  fo l lo w s  

t h a t  i f  " b e in g  r e d "  i s  g iv e n ,  " b e in g  c o lo re d "  i s  im p l ie d  by i t ,  and 

th u s  som eth ing  n o t  g iv e n  i s  im p l ie d  by  som eth ing  g iv e n .

But we o b j e c t  t h a t  l o g i c a l  i m p l i o i t n e s s  cannot be u se d  a s  

a  b a s i s  f o r  a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  f o r  two r e a s o n s ,

a .  L o g ic a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  a s  we have shown 

( p p .  4 5 - 4 6 ) ,  Even th o u g h  a  g iv e n  c o n c e p t  does  l o g i c a l l y  im ply  a  n o t  

g iv e n  c o n c e p t ,  i f  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  i t  can n o t  be u sed  a s  

a b a s i s  f o r  a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The maxim t h a t ,  f o r  ex am p le ,  " b e in g  r e d  im p l ie s  b e in g  

c o l o r e d , "  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  and t h u s  i t  canno t be u sed  a s
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a b a s i s  f o r  such  an  a rg u m e n t .

(o )  Can p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  im p ly  some n o t - g i v e n ?  

T ha t i s ,  can  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " so m e th in g  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  d ependen t 

f o r  i t s  b e in g  upon som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e "  be u s e d  a s  a 

b a s i s  f o r  an  argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ?  I t  c a n n o t ,  f o r  two r e a s o n s ;

a .  Not g iv e n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r e s e n c e  a r e ,  i p s o  f a c t o ,  n o t  

g iv e n ,  an d  t h u s  can n o t be found by an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g i v e n .  The 

r e l a t i o n  o f  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c i t n e s s  t h u s  c a n n o t  be g i v e n ,  and  th u s  

c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a n  a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,

b .  The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " so m e th in g  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  depen d en t 

f o r  i t s  b e in g  upon som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e "  i s  i t s e l f  a 

p rem ise  w h ich  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  and  w h ic h  t h u s  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  

f o r  a  sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

2 ,  Can B o u n d a r ie s  o f  P r e a n e c e  Im ply  Some N ot-G iven?  Can 

th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  p r e s e n c e  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r 

g u in g  f o r  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  

i t  o a n n o t .

I t  may be a rg u e d  t h a t  s in o e  p r e s e n c e  i s  f i n i t e ,  i t  i s  

l i m i t e d  o r  h a s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  an d  s i n c e  b o u n d a r ie s  a r e  r e l a t i o n s  b e 

tw een  t h i n g s ,  t h e r e  m us t be t h i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  p r e s e n c e .  B u t ,  i f  

such  an  a rgum ent i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  be a n  argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  i t  

can  be r e f u t e d  on two g ro u n d s ;

a .  B o u n d a r ie s  o f  p r e s e n c e  ca n n o t  be g iv e n ,  a s  we have 

shown ( p p .  4 8 - 5 0 ) .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  p r e s e n c e  h a s
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b o u n d a r ie s  i s  a  p rem ise  w h ic h  oanno t be d i s c o v e r e d  by  an a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  g iv e n ,  and i t  i s  th u s  n o t  a  p rem ise  t h a t  can  be u se d  i n  an  

a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The p re m ise  t h a t  " b o u n d a r ie s  a r e  r e l a t i o n s  betw een 

t h i n g s "  i s  i t s e l f  n o t  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an  a n a l y s i s  

o f  p r e s e n c e  and so o a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a  p rem ise  i n  a  sound argum ent 

f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

3 .  Can a  M arg in  o f  P re s e n c e  Im ply  Some N ot-G iven?  Can th e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  a  m a rg in  o f  p r e s e n c e  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a rg u in g  

f o r  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  

o a n n o t .

I t  may be a r g u e d ,  f o r  exam ple , a s  W il l ia m  James d o e s ,  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  m a rg in  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  i s  g iv e n  a s  a  r e l a t i o n  t o  

so m eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  "T h is  f r i n g e  may be a n  e x p e r i 

en c e d  r e l a t i o n  o f  any  s o r t  w h a te v e r ,  p ro v id e d  o n ly  t h e  r e l a t i o n  be 

n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  some th e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n t e n t

o t h e r  t h a n  th e  ( p r e s e n t  c o n te n t ) . .  ' But such an a rgum en t can n o t be a

sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r  two r e a s o n s :

a .  A m a rg in  o f  p r e s e n c e  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  a s  we have shown

(p p .  5 1 - 5 8 ) .  And i f  a  m a rg in  c a n n o t  be g iv e n ,  g iv e n n e s s  o f  a  m arg in  

c a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  an  argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  "a g iv e n  m arg in  i s  g iv e n  a s  a  r e l a t i o n

t o  som eth ing  n o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e "  i s  an a s s e r t i o n  w hich  o b v io u s ly  c a n 

n o t  be a  p ro m ise  d i s c o v e r a b le  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  i t  in v o lv e s  som eth ing
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n o t  i n  p re sen o ® . And a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p re s e n o e  c a n n o t  be 

d i s c o v e r e d  i n  p r e s e n o e  by an  a n a l y s i s  o f  i t .

4 .  Can a  Demand f o r  U n i ty  o f  P r e s e n o e  Im ply  Sone H ot-G iven?  

Can a  demand f o r  th e  u n i t y  o f  p re s e n c e  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  

sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  ean n o t*

I t  may be a r g u e d ,  a s  Kant d o e s ,  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  in v o l v e s  

a  u n i t y ,  and  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  no g iv e n  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e  

m ust be a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n .  But such  a n  a r 

gum en t,  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be a  sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s 

c e n d in g  p r e s e n c e ,  i .  e . ,  an  a rgum en t f o r  th e  n e c e s s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

b e in g  o f  som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n  by so m eth in g  t h a t  i s  g iv e n ,  i s  

n o t  a  sound a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r :

a .  The demand f o r  u n i t y  i s  n o t  a  g iv e n  dem and. I f  t h e r e  

a r e  two t h i n g s  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  w i th o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  a n y  aw a re n e ss  o f  

t h e i r  u n i t y ,  and  w i th o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  any  a w a re n e s s  o f  a  demand f o r  

t h e i r  u n i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  no g iv e n  demand f o r  t h e i r  u n i t y .  And i f  t h e r e  

i s  no g iv e n  demand f o r  u n i t y ,  t h e  supposed  g iw enness  o f  such a  demand 

c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  f o r  a  sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The d ic tu m  t h a t  " i f  t h e r e  i s  no g iv e n  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

u n i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  m us t be a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i f i c a t i o n "  

i s  a  d ic tu m  w h ich  i s  n o t  w a r r a n te d  by an  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  

th e  d ic tu m  c o n c e rn s  som eth ing  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ,  o r  n o t - g i v e n ,  and  t h u s  

i s  o f  such  a  n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be found  i n  p r e s e n c e .  Thus t h i s  

d ic tu m  c a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a  p rem ise  f o r  a  sound a rg u m e n t f o r  t r a n s 

cendence  .
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5 .  Can G iv en n ess  o f  IX ira t io n  Im ply  S<me N ot-G iven?  Can 

g iv e n n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  t h e  b e in g  

o f  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ?  We oon ten tl  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  may be a rg u e d  t h a t  d u r a t i o n  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o n ly  i n  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  some t i m e - f r a m e ,  and t h a t  t h u s  g iv e n n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n  

in v o l v e s  a  t im e - f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  But such  an  argum en t i s  n o t  a  

sound a rg u m e n t  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r :

a .  T here  may be an  a w a re n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e r e  

b e in g  a n  a w a re n e ss  o f  a  t i m e - f r a m e , and  t h e  d u r a t i o n  may have j u s t  

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  i t  h a s  a s  g i v e n ,  w i th o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  a n  aw aren ess  

o f  a  n o t - g i v e n  t i m e - f r a m e . To s a y  t h a t  a  g iv e n  d u r a t i o n  h as  no 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  a p a r t  from a  t im e - f r a m e  i s  c l e a r l y  a  m i s t a k e ,  f o r  t h e  

g iv e n  d u r a t i o n  h a s  j u s t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  i t  h a s  a s  g iv e n ,  r e 

g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  an  aw aren ess  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  o f  i t  

t o  a  t im e  -  f r a m e . The s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  t h e  g iv e n  d u r a t i o n  h a s  i s  

a s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  o r  m e an in g ,  t h a t  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  p r e s e n c e .  And i t  i s  

n o t  a  d e f i n i t i o n a l ,  o r  l o g i c a l ,  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  But i t  i s ,  n e v e r t h e 

l e s s ,  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and  i s  a l l  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  a n y th in g  n eed s  

i n  o r d e r  t o  be g i v e n .  The p ro p o s e d  a rg u m e n t ,  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  sound 

b e c a u s e  i t  p r é s u p p o s é s  a  n o t - g i v e n  s o r t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  e s s e n t i a l  

t o  t h e  b e in g  o f  a n y  d u r a t i o n  ( g iv e n  o r  n o t  g i v e n ) ,  w h e re a s  ( a )  such 

a  s o r t  o f  d u r a t i o n  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  d u r a t i o n ,  

and  ( b )  such a  s o r t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w ou ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  be d i s 

c o v e re d  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g iv e n  beca u se  i t  i s  a  n o t - g i v e n  s i g 

n i f i c a n c e  •
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b .  The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " a  g iv e n  d u r a t i o n  can  have s i g n i 

f i c a n c e  o n ly  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  t im e - f r a m e "  i s  i t s e l f  an  a s s e r t i o n  

t h a t  i s  n o t  w a r r a n te d  by  w hat i s  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by an  a n a l y s i s  o f  

p r e s e n c e .  For i f  i t  w e r e ,  th e  t im e - f r a m e  i t s e l f  would have t o  be 

g i v e n .  And i f  the  t im e - f ra m e  i t s e l f  w ere g iv e n ,  th e  a rgum en t w ould  

n o t  be an  argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

6 .  Can G iv en n ess  o f  Change Im ply  Some N o t-Q iv en ?  Such a  

q u e s t i o n  may mean e i t h e r  o f  tw o more s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ;  ( a )  Can 

change i n  p r e s e n c e  im ply  some n o t - g i v e n ?  and  (b )  Can change o f  

p r e s n e c e  im p ly  some n o t - g i v e n ?

( a ) Can change i n  p r e s e n c e  t o p l y  saae  n o t - g i v e n ?  T h a t  

i s ,  can  change ^  p re s e n c e  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  t h e  

b e i n g  o f  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  

c a n n o t  «

I t  may be a rg u e d  t h a t  g iv e n n e s s  o f  change im p l i e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  som eth in g  w h ich  c h a n g e s ,  f o r  e v e r y  change i n v o l v e s  som eth ing  

w h ic h  c h a n g e s .  T ha t  i s ,  a  change ^  p r e s e n c e  i s  e i t h e r  a  change 

o f  p r e s e n c e ,  o r  o f  som eth ing  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  o r  o f  som eth ing  n o t  i n  

p r e s e n o e .  T h a t  change o f  p r e s e n c e  ca n n o t  im ply  some n o t  g iv e n ,  we 

s h a l l  show s h o r t l y .  T hat change o f  som eth ing  i n  p re s e n o e  i s  in v o lv e d  

d o e s  n o t  g iv e  w a r r a n t  f o r  an  argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  i s  o b v io u s ,  

so  need  n o t  be c o n s id e r e d .  T h a t change o f  som eth ing  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e  

i s  in v o lv e d  ca n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  f o r  a  sound argum ent f o r  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  we s h a l l  p ro c e e d  t o  show.
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a»  I f  t h e  som eth ing  w h ich  ohanges i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  

c a n n o t  be d i s c o v e r e d  by  a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  a n a l y s i s  can  r e v e a l  o n ly  w hat 

i s  i n  p r e s e n c e .  And w h a t a n a l y s i s  f a i l s  t o  r e v e a l  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  

a  p re m ise  f o r  a  sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,

b .  The d ic tum  t h a t  " e v e ry  change i n v o l v e s  sot* t h i n g  t h a t  

ch a n g e s"  i s  i t s e l f  n o t  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  w a r r a n t e d  b y  an a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  g i v e n ,  f o r  " e v e r y  change" i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  And 

i f  t h i s  d ic tu m  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a p rem ise  f o r  

a sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

(b )  Can change o f  p re s e n o e  im p ly  some n o t - g i v e n ?  T h a t  i s ,  

can  change o f  p r e s e n c e  be u sed  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  th e  b e in g  

o f  so m eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p re s e n c e ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  o a n n o t .

I t  nay  be a rg u e d  t h a t  change o f  p r e s e n c e  in v o l v e s  som eth ing  

t h a t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n c e  f o r  p re s e n c e  t o  change i n t o .  But such  an  a r 

gument i s  n o t  a  sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r :

a .  Change o f  p r e s e n c e  can n o t  be g iv e n ,  a s  we have shown 

( p p .  6 4 - 6 5 ) .  And w h a t ca n n o t  be g iv e n  can n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  

f o r  a  sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The d ic tum  t h a t  "change o f  p re s e n c e  in v o l v e s  som eth ing  

t h a t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n c e  f o r  p r e s e n c e  t o  change i n t o "  i s  i t s e l f  a  d ic tu m  

t h a t  i s  n o t  w a r r a n t e d  by  w hat i s  d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  

w hat i s  g iv e n .  Thus i t  c a n n o t  be u sed  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  sound a r g u 

ment f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

7 . Can G iv e n n e s s o f  S e l f  Im ply  Some H o t-G iven?  Can th e
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g iv e n n e s s  o f  a  s e l f  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  th e  b e in g  

o f  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  p r e s e n c e ?  We co n ten d  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  may be a rg u e d  t h a t ,  know ing ly  o r  u n w i t t i n g l y ,  t h a t  th e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  a  s e l f  im p l ie s  th e  b e in g  o f  a  n o t  g iv e n  s e l f ,  o r  t h a t  

a  s e l f  a s  g iv e n  i s  n o t  a l l  o f  a  s e l f .  " C o g i to ,  e rg o  sum." But 

such  a n  a rg u m en t i s  n o t  a  sound a rgum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r ;

a .  The b e in g  o f  a  r e a l  s e l f  w h ich  t h i n k s  and has  p r e s e n t a 

t i o n s  i s  n o t  im p l i e d  by th e  b e in g  o f  an  a p p a r e n t  s e l f  i n  p r e s e n o e .

For i n s o f a r  a s  th e  r e a l  s e l f  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  i t  c a n n o t  be d i s c o v e r e d  

by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  and t h u s  i t  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  

f o r  a  sound argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  In  th e  a rg u m e n t ,  " C o g i to ,  

e rg o  sum," i f  "sum" means t h e  b e in g  o f  a  s e l f  w hich  i s  n o t  m e re ly  

g iv e n ,  i t  i n v o l v e s  more th a n  w h a t i s  w a r r a n te d  by an a n a l y s i s  o f  

th e  g iv e n ,  and  t h u s  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  i n  a  sound argum en t 

f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  I f ,  how ever ,  "sum" means o n ly  th e  b e in g  o f  a  

s e l f  w h ich  i s  w h o l ly  g iv e n ,  th e  a rg u m e n t ,  " C o g i to ,  e r g o  sum," i s  

so u n d ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  an  a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The d ic tu m ,  " C o g i to ,  e r g o  sum," w here  "sum" means th e  

b e in g  o f  a  n o t  g iv e n  s e l f ,  i s  i t s e l f  a  d ic tum  t h a t  i s  n o t  w a r r a n te d  

by  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  g iv e n ,  s in c e  i t  i n v o lv e s  a  n o t  g iv e n  e l e m e n t .  

Thus i t  c a n n o t  be u se d  a s  a  p rem ise  f o r  a sound argum ent f o r  t r a n 

scendence  .

8 .  Can g iv e n n e s s  o f  P u rp o se  Im ply Some H ot-G iven? Can th e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  p u rpose  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  th e  b e in g  o f
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s o m e th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ?  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  may be a r g u e d ,  a s  P r o f e s s o r  P a r k e r  d o e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

p u r p o s e ,  t h a t  p u rp o se  has  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  and  t h a t  t h u s  we can g e t  

o u t s i d e  o f  p r e s e n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  But such  a n  argum en t i s  n o t  a  sound 

a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  b e c a u s e :

a .  G ra n te d  t h a t  a  p u rp o se  i s  g i v e n ,  i .  e . ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

an  a w a re n e s s  o f  p u rp o s e ,  i t  does  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  ( o r  w i l l  

b e )  a  n o t - g i v e n  g o a l  o r  r e a l i z a t i o n .  To i l l u s t r a t e ;  some p u rp o s e s  

a r e  f r u s t r a t e d  and sone f o r g o t t e n .  Some p u r p o s e s ,  e v e n ,  a r e  im pos

s i b l e  o f  r e a l i z a t i o n ;  s u p p o se ,  f o r  ex a m p le ,  I  l i v e  v i r t u o u s l y  w i t h  

t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  g o in g  t o  h e a v e n ;  b u t  i f  t h e r e  be no heav en  t h e r e  i s  

no n o t - g i v e n  g o a l ,  no r e a l i z a t i o n .  Thus g o a l s  and r e a l i z a t i o n s  a r e  

n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p u r p o s e s .  I f  i t  be r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  i s  som eth ing  

g iv e n  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  p u rp o s e ,  t h a t  i s ,  i f  t h e  v i r t u o u s  l i v e r  s e e s  t h e  

g o a l  a t  w h ich  he i s  a im in g ,  such  an  argum ent c a n n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  be an 

a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r  th e  g o a l  i s  th e n  a  g iv e n  g o a l ,  and  

n o t  a  n o t - g i v e n  g o a l .  Our a rg u m e n ts  have p r o v e d ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  ( a )  

i f  a  p u rp o s e  i s  g iv e n ,  a  n o t - g i v e n  g o a l  o r  r e a l i s a t i o n  i s  n o t  im

p l i e d  b y  i t ,  and  th u s  g iv e n n e s s  o f  p u rp o se  c a n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  

f o r  a n  a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  and (b )  i f  i t  be a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a 

p u rp o s e  in v o l v e s  a  g o a l  (b e c a u se  e v e r y  p u rpose  i s  a  p u rp o se  t o  

a c h ie v e  s o m e th in g ) ,  th e  g o a l  i t s e l f ,  a s  t h e  g o a l  w h ich  th e  p u rpose  

p u r p o s e s  t o  a c h i e v e ,  i s  g i v e n ,  and  t h u s  th e  in v o lv e m e n t  o f  a  g o a l  

in v o l v e s  no n o t - g i v e n .
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b* I f  i t  be a s s e r t e d  t h a t  some p u rp o s e s  a r e  r e a l i s e d  and  

t h a t  t h e y  have t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  i t  s t i l l  does 

n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  g iv e n  m ust r e v e a l  t h a t  a  n o t -  

g iv e n  r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  i n v o lv e d  i n  some c a s e s .  R a t h e r ,  th e  d ic tu m  

t h a t  "some p u rp o s e s  a r e  r e a l i z e d  and  t h a t  t h e y  have t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  

o u t s i d e  o f  p r e s e n c e "  i s  i t s e l f  a  p r e m is e ,  u s e d  i n  t h e  p ro p o se d  a r 

gum ent,  w h ich  does n o t  f i n d  i t s  w a r r a n t  i n  p r e s e n c e .  Thus t h e  p r o 

p o sed  a rg u m en t i s  n o t  a  sound a rgum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  (T h a t  t h i s  

p re m ise  does  n o t  f i n d  i t s  w a r r a n t  i n  p r e s e n c e  s h o u ld  be obv ious  from 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  f i n d  i t s  w a r r a n t  i n  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  i t  in v o lv e s  

so m e th in g  w h ic h  i s  n o t  g i v e n ,  and  a n y th in g  n o t  g iv e n  can n o t  be found 

b y  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e . )

9 .  Can G iv e n n e s s  o f  Knowledge Im ply  Some H ot-G iven?  Can 

t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  knowledge be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  an  argum ent f o r  

t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  g i v e n .  We c o n te n d  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  i s  o f t e n  a rg u e d  t h a t  knowledge im p l i e s  som eth ing  known. 

But such  an argum ent c a n n o t  be u s e d  t o  p rove  th e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g

n o t  r i v e n ,  f o r :

( a )  I f  t h e  argum ent i n t e n d s  t o  p ro v e  o n ly  t h a t  g iv e n  ob

j e c t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  kno w led g e ,  i t  c l e a r l y  i n t e n d s  t o  p ro v e  n o th in g  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  n o t  g i v e n ,

(b )  I f  t h e  a rgum ent i n t e n d s  t o  p rove  t h e  b e in g  o f  a n o t  

g iv e n ,  i t  f a i l s ,  f o r ,  a s  we hav e  shown (p p .  7 1 , 7 2 ) ,  knowledge o f  

n o t  g iv e n  o b j e c t s  c a n n o t  be  g iv e n .
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( e )  I f  th e  a rgum ent in t e n d s  t o  p rove  th e  b e in g  o f  a  n o t  

g iv e n  o b j e c t ,  when th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  knowledge does n o t  in v o lv e  t h e  

g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t ,  a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  does n o t  in v o lv e  the  b e in g  

o f  an  o b j e c t ,  t l ie  a rgum ent c l e a r l y  o v e r s t e p s  i t s  g r o u n d s ,

1 0 .  Can t h e  G ivenness  o f  T ru th  Im ply Some H ot-G iven?

Can th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t r u t h  be u se d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  th e  

b e in g  o f  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  We co n te n d  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t .

I t  may be a rg u e d  t h a t  t r u t h  i s  som eth ing  w h ich  in v o lv e s  

some n o t - g i v e n  and  th e r e  i s  t r u t h ,  and t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  g iv e n -  

n e s s  o f  t r u t h  im p l i e s  some n o t  g iv e n .  But such  a n  a rgum ent i s  n o t  

a  sound a rg u m en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  f o r :

a .  The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  "by t r u t h  i s  m eant som eth ing  w hich 

i n v o lv e s  some n o t - g i v e n "  i n  i t s e l f  does n o t  fo l lo w  from an a n a l y s i s  

o f  p r e s e n c e ,  f o r  we ca n n o t  d i s c o v e r  by a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e  a n y th in g  

t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  T h is  a s s e r t i o n  t h u s  can n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  p rem ise  

i n  a sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

b .  The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " th e r e  i s  t r u t h "  may mean e i t h e r  o f  

two t h i n g s :  ( a )  There i s  t r u t h ,  w here t r u t h  in v o lv e s  som eth ing  n o t  

g iv e n .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e r e  can be no w a r r a n t  f o r  th e  s ta t e m e n t  

d i s c o v e r a b l e  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e s e n c e  becau se  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g

i n  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  (b )  There i s  t r u t h ,  w here t r u t h  

i n v o l v e s  o n ly  w hat i s  g iv e n .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i f  t r u t h  in v o lv e s  n o th 

in g  n o t  g iv e n ,  t h e r e  a re  no g rounds  i n  th e  p re m ise s  f o r  a r g u in g  f o r  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  I n  any  c a s e ,  th e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t r u t h  does n o t  im ply
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t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,

G e n e ra l  N o te :  H aving f i r s t  p roved  t h a t  I m p l i o i t n e s s  can n o t 

be u s e d  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  we m ig h t 

have a p p e a le d  t o  t h i s  p r o o f  a s  a  f u r t h e r  means o f  r e f u t i n g  e v e ry  

o t h e r  argum en t f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  s t a t e d  i n  th e  form "The g iv e n n e s s  

o f  X im p l i e s  th e  b e in g  o f  some n o t - g i v e n , "  But we have o m i t te d  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  such  a means o f  d i s p r o o f  becau se  we b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be 

o b v io u s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  and b e ca u se  we have so u g h t t o  show t h a t  our 

g e n e r a l  method o f  argum ent can  be u sed  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  a l l  c a s e s  and  

in d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  ou r  p r o o f  t h a t  i m p l i c i t n e s s  ca n n o t  be u s e d  a s  a  

b a s i s  f o r  a  sound argum ent f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

C o n c lu s io n

T here  a r e  no sound a rgum en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  T h a t  i s ,  

g iv e n  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e r e  can by no l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s  be deduced  som eth ing  

w h ich  i s  n o t  p r e s e n o e .  T h is  i s  ou r  c o n t e n t i o n .  W hether o r  n o t  our 

c o n t e n t i o n  be t a k e n  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  depends upon ( a )  whe+'r^r o r  n o t  

we have s u c c e s s f u l l y  a rg u e d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  unsoundness  o f  t h e  t e n  

p ro p o s e d  a rg u m e n ts ,  and upon (b )  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  ou r 

m ethod o f  a rgum en t c o n v in c e s  th e  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h i s  method o f  argum enta-



93

t i o n  w i l l  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a l l  o t h e r  p ro p o s e d  argum en ts  

f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

N o te ;  I t  s h o u ld  be b o rn  i n  mind by t h e  r e a d e r  the t  the 

te rm  "a rg u m en t  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e "  i s  n o t  a lw ays  u s e d  i n  t h e  same 

s e n s e  i n  w h ich  we a r e  u s i n g  i t ,  and t h u s  t h a t  i n  r e f u t i n g  e v e r y  a r 

gument f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  we a r e  n o t  r e f u t i n g  e v e r y  a rgument which 

i s  named an  "a rgument  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e "  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  We have 

s t a t e d  t h a t  we mean by "argument f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e "  an a t t e m p t  t o  

g e t  from w h a t  i s  g i v e n  t o  what  i s  n o t  g i v e n .  Some a rgum e n ts  f o r  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e  a r e  a t t e m p t s  t o  t r a n s c e n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  where by " e x 

p e r i e n c e "  i s  meant  som eth ing  v a s t l y  more i n c l u s i v e  t h a n  w h a t  we 

mean by  t h e  t e rm  " p r e s e n c e . "  Thus ,  s i n c e  t h e y  p ro p o s e  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  

l e s s  l i m i t e d  p r e m i s e s ,  o u r  r e f u t a t i o n s  a re  n o t  r e f u t a t i o n s  o f  them.
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S e c t io n  F .  CONCLUSION

S in ce  t h e r e  a r e  no sound a rgum en ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  

t h a t  i s ,  s in c e  t h e r e  i s  no l o g i c a l  way o f  g e t t i n g  from w hat i s  

g iv e n  t o  w hat i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  any  s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  from 

th e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  n o t  g iv e n  m ust be n o t  l o g i c a l ,  o r  a l o g i c a l .  What 

ways t h e r e  a r e ,  o r  even  w h e th e r  t h e r e  a r e  w ay s ,  o f  g e t t i n g  from 

th e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  n o t  g iv e n ,  i t  i s  no p a r t  o f  ou r p u rp o se  t o  s u g g e s t .  

Only t h i s  we a s s e r t :  i f  t h e r e  be t r u e  ju d g e m e n ts ,  w here t h e  t r u t h  

o f  t h e  ju d g e m en ts  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth ing  n o t  g iv e n ,  

t h e r e  m us t be som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  But we do n o t  a s s e r t  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r u e  ju d g e m e n ts .  Our judgem ents  a p p e a r  t o  be t r u e ,  

b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  g iv e n  w hich  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e i r  b e in g  t r u e .

T h is  i s  t h e  l i m i t  t o  w hich  we a r e  a b l e  t o  go and y e t  rem ain  w i t h i n  

t h e  bounds o f  c e r t a i n t y . ^

B efo re  p ro c e e d in g  f u r t h e r ,  l e t  us  in t r o d u c e  two new 

te rm s  w h ic h  w i l l  a i d  u s  i n  s t a t i n g  ou r  c o n c lu s io n  more s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  

The te rm s  a r e  ( a )  c e r t a i n t y  and (b )  s p e c u l a t i o n .

( a )  C e r t a i n t y : T h a t  w h ich  i s  " c e r t a i n "  c a n n o t  be d o u b te d ,

t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  Now by b e in g  " c e r t a i n "  we do n o t  mean s im p ly  b e in g  

c o n v in c e d  o r  b e l i e v i n g .  For one may b e l i e v e  o r  be conv inced  w i th o u t

1 .  D e s p i te  M r. Dewey, p h i lo s o p h y  i s ,  by i n t e n t i o n ,  a  q u e s t  f o r  c e r 
t a i n t y .  We may a g re e  w i th  him t h a t  c e r t a i n t y  i s  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  
a c h i e v e d ,  a p a r t  from w hat i s  a c t u a l l y  g iv e n ,  and  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  
i s  f o r e v e r  p u r s u in g  an u n a t t a i n a b l e  g o a l ,  b u t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c e r 
t a i n t y  i s  one o^  th e  g o a l s  a t  w hich  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e f f o r t s  a im .
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b e in g  c e r t a i n ,  i n  th e  s e n se  o f  th e  te rm  w h ich  we a r e  u s i n g .  By 

" b e in g  c e r t a i n "  we do n o t  mean t h a t  one does n o t  d o u b t ,  b u t  t h a t  

one c a n n o t  d o u b t ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  We sa y  " t h e o r e t i c a l l y "  because  

some may a c t u a l l y  d o u b t  w h a t i s  l o g i c a l l y  im p o s s ib le  t o  d o u b t ,  

s im p ly  b e c a u se  l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  have been  o m i t te d  i n  th e  

fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  b e l i e f  o r  d o u b t .  T ha t w h ich  i s  " c e r t a i n "  i s  

s im p ly  t h a t  w h ich  c a n n o t  be dou b ted  w i th o u t  v i o l a t i n g  l o g i c a l  la w s .  

G iven  p re m is e s  an d  t h a t  w h ich  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by them a r e  " c e r t a i n . "

(N o te ;  C e r t a i n t y  i s  n o t  t r u t h ,  n o r  i s  i t  k now ledge .  

C e r t a i n t y  i s  n o t  t r u t h ,  f o r  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  a  t r u e  

p r o p o s i t i o n  w hich i s  b o th  a c t u a l l y  d o u b te d  and t h e o r e t i c a l l y  d o u b t 

a b l e .  C e r t a i n t y  i s  n o t  know ledge ,  w here knowledge i n v o l v e s  some 

n o t  g iv e n ,  f o r  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  have knowledge w h ich  i s  b o th  a c t u 

a l l y  d o u b te d  and t h e o r e t i c a l l y  d o u b t a b l e . )

(N o te :  We a r e  u s in g  th e  te rm  " c e r t a i n t y "  i n  an  a b s o lu t e  

s e n s e .  By t h e  te rm  " c e r t a i n t y "  v s  we a r e  u s in g  i t  h e r e  we mean 

a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  te rm  " c e r t a i n t y "  h as  o t h e r  

m ean in g s  such  a s  p a r t i a l  c e r t a i n t y  and  p r a c t i c a l  c e r t a i n t y .  In  ou r

d i s p r o o f  o f  c e r t a i n t y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g  n o t  g iv e n ,
t h e

we a r e  n o t  d i s p r o v in g  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f / b e i n g  o f  a n y t h in g  n o t  g iv e n ,  

But t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  h a r d l y  e n t e r s  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  f o r  

p r e s e n c e  i s  som eth ing  u n iq u e  and  p a r t i c u l a r  w h ereas  p r o b a b i l i t y  

i n v o l v e s  a  number o f  i n s t a n c e s .  So t h e  a p p e a l  t o  i n d u c t i v e  m ethods 

o f  p r o o f  f o r  th e  b e in g  o f  some n o t  g iv e n  m u s t  l i k e w is e  f a i l  b e fo r e
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o u r  m ethod o f  a rg u m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  d e d u c t iv e  methods w h ich  we 

have been  c o n s i d e r i n g . )

(b )  S p e c u l a t i o n : Any b e l i e f  t h a t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  i s  " s p e c u l a 

t i v e " .  Any b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d o u b t  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e .

We may now s t a t e  o u r  c o n c lu s io n  t o  t h i s  p a p e r  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  

t e r m in o lo g y .  S in c e  t h e r e  i s  no l o g i c a l  way o f  p r o v in g  th e  b e in g  o f  

a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  b e l i e f s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b e in g  and n a t u r e  

o f  w hat i s  n o t  g iv e n  a r e  s p e c u l a t i v e  o r  u n c e r t a i n .  A l l  e x t e r n a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e .  A l l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  

n a t u r e  and  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  a r e  n o t  g iv e n  i s  s p e c u la 

t i v e .  A l l  s c ie n c e  w h a ts o e v e r ,  i n s o f a r  as  i t  p u r p o r t s  t o  d e a l  w i th  

"^hat i s  n o t  g iv e n ,  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e .  And p h i lo s o p h y ,  v! i d ,  i :  n - t  

a  mere a n a l y s i s  o f  what i s  g iv e n ,  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  i n  th e  sen se  o^ th e

t e r n  w h ich  we a r e  u s i n g .

We have n o t  been  a rg u in g  f o r  " s o l ip s i s m  o f  th e  moment." For 

b y  " s o l i p s i s m  o f  t h e  moment" we u n d e r s ta n d  " b e l i e f  t h a t  I  a t  th e  p r e 

s e n t  moment am a l l  t h a t  e x i s t s . "  But we have been  a r g u in g  fo r  th e  

b e l i e f  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n  i s  p r e s e n c e .  P re s e n c e  i s  w hat i s  

g iv e n ,  and t h e r e  can be no doubt a b o u t  w hat i s  g iv e n .  And t h e r e  can 

be  no do u b t a b o u t  w h a t nec s s a r i l y  fo l lo w s  from w hat i s  g iv e n .  But 

n o th in g  n e c e s s a r i l y  fo l lo w s  from w hat i s  g iv e n ,  so p re s e n c e  and

p re s e n c e  a lo n e  i s  c e r t a i n .

a i r  c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  o f  a  s c e p t i c i s m  more c o m p le te ,  e v e n ,

th a n  t h e  s c e p t i c i s m  o f  Hume. For Hume h e s i t a t e d  t o  doub t a  no t
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g iv e n  b e in g  o f  m a th e m a t ic a l  and l o g i c a l  f a c t s ,  w h e reas  we have  co n 

te n d e d  ( Cf» p p .  44 -4 6 )  t h a t  even  l o g i c a l  f a c t s  ca n n o t  be known t o  b e ,  

t h a t  i s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  in  th e  n a t u r e  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n  w hich  

n e c e s s i t a t e s  th e  n o t  g iv e n  b e in g  o f  l o g i c a l  f a c t s .

F i n a l  Summary

I n  t h i s  p a p e r  we have co n te n d e d  f o r  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t h e s e s :

1 ,  P re s e n c e  has  no e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i s c o v e r a b le  

by a n a l y s i s .

2 ,  A l l  a rgum ents  f o r  t r a n s c e n d i n g  p re s e n c e  a r e  u n so u n d .

T ha t i s ,  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  prove th e  r>eing o f  som eth ing  n o t  g iv e n  by 

means o f  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t io n  f a i l .

3 ,  A l l  p h i lo s o p h y  w h ic h  i s  n o t  conce rned  m e re ly  w i th  an  

a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  g iv e n  must be u n c e r t a i n  and g e t  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t -  

m a t t e r  by a l o g i c a l  m eans. S in ce  no l o g i c a l  a rgum ent ^or t h e  e s 

t a b l i s h i n g  o f  c e r t a i n t y  o f  th e  b e in g  o f  a n y th in g  n o t - g i v e n  can be 

d e r iv e d  fro /,  an a n a l y s i s  o f  w ha t i s  g iv e n ,  any a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

b e l i e f  in  th e  b e in g  o f  a n j^ h in g  n o t - g i v e n  must r e s o r t  t o  means o t h e r  

th a n  l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n .
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Appendix  I»  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  System

A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sy stem  i s  a  p e r s i s t e n t  a t t e m p t  t o  s a t i s f a c 

t o r i l y ,  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  and t r u t h f u l l y  i n t e r p r e t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c o m p le te ly  

t h o u g h  g e n e r a l l y .

The p r e c i s e  m eaning o f  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  may be made more 

d e f i n i t e  b y  d i s c u s s i n g  e a c h  o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  te rm s  in v o l v e d .  These  

t e rm s  w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  i n  th e  fo l lo w in g  o r d e r ;  ( l )  e x p e r i e n c e ,

(2 )  i n t e r p r e t ,  (3 )  c o m p le te ly ,  (4 )  g e n e r a l l y ,  (5 )  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,

( 6 )  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,  (7 )  t r u t h f u l l y ,  (8 )  a t t e m p t ,  (9 )  p e r s i s t e n t .

(1 )  B x p e r i e n c e ; T h a t  w h ich  p h i lo s o p h y  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  i n t e r 

p r e t  i s  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  by th e  te rm  " e x p e r i e n c e . "  For e x p e r i e n c e  

i s  t a k e n  t o  be som eth ing  u l t i m a t e  and  y e t  som eth ing  w h ich  i s  i n t e r 

p r e t a b l e .  W hatever i s  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o n ly  because  

and  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

(2 )  I n t e r p r e t  : The te rm  " i n t e r p r e t "  i s  u s e d  b e ca u se  e x 

p e r i e n c e ,  w h a te v e r  i t  may b e ,  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  th e  

system  by  c o n c e p t s ,  w h ich  c o n c e p ts  a r e  i n  some sen se  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  

e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  th e y  r e p r e s e n t .  I  sa y  " in  some sen se  o th e r "  

b e c a u se  ( a )  th e  l o g i c a l  m ethodo logy  employed n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv e s  

t h e  l o g i c O - o e n t r i c  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  w hereby  a  th e o r y  c a n n o t  a p p l y  t o ,  

and i s  t h e r e f o r e  i n  some sen se  o t h e r  t h a n ,  i t s e l f ;  and  ( b )  th e  

l o g i c a l  m e thodo logy  p r o b a b ly  p re s u p p o se s  t h a t  th e  t h e o r y ,  o r  sy s te m ,  

i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  be i n  some sen se  s u b s i s t e n t .

The te rm  " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  a s  u sed  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  sy s te m .
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r e p r e s e n t s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  two s o r t s ,  w hich may be c a l l e d  " a n a l y s i s "  

and " e x p l a n a t i o n . "  A n a ly s i s  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  in  

te rm s  o f  c o n c e p ts  w h ich  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  som eth ing  g iv e n  

i n  e x p e r i e n c e *  E x p l a n a t i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  te rm s  

o f  c o n c e p ts  w h ich  a r e  in t e n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  sane t h i n g  n o t  g iv e n  in  

e x p e r i e n c e .  We s h a l l  f i n d  i t  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  u se  a l s o  t h e  terras  " i n 

t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n "  and  " e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n "  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e s e  

two s o r t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  f r a a  th e  i n s i d e ;  i t  i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w hat i s  g iv e n  

i n  e x p e r i e n c e .  E x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  

from th e  o u t s i d e ;  i t  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x p e r i 

ence w h ich  a r e  n o t  g iv e n  i n  e x p e r i e n c e .

(3 )  C o m p le te ly ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  in te n d e d  t o  be 

com ple te  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

(4 )  G e n e r a l l y ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  n o t  in te n d e d  t o  be 

an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  d e t a i l ,  b u t  o n ly  o f  th e  g e n e r i c ,  fu n d a

m e n ta l  o r  t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  

i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  be o n ly  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p le te .

( 5 )  S a t i s f a c t o r i l y ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  in te n d e d  t o  

be a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  What i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

t o  no one can h a r d l y  be r e g a rd e d  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sy s tem .

(6 )  S y s t e m a t i c a l l y ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  

be s y s t e m a t i c ;  t h a t  i s ,  i t  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be o rd e re d  i n  acc o rd an ce  

w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  a  l o g i c a l  m e th o d o lo g y .
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(7 )  T r u t h f u l l y ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  be 

a  t r u e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

any  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  be t r u e .  An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  nay  be s a t i s f a c t o r y  

w i t h o u t  b e in g  s y s t e m a t i c  o r  t r u e ;  i t  may be s y s te m a t ic  w i th o u t  b e in g  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  o r  t r u e ,  i t  may be t r u e  w i th o u t  b e in g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  or 

s y s t e m a t i c .  But a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  in te n d e d  t o  be s a t i s f a c t o i y  , 

s y s t e m a t i c  and t r u e .

(8 )  A tte m p t ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  spoken o f  as  an 

a t t e m p t  beca u se  tlie  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i d e a l ,  a c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

s y s t e m a t i c  and  t r u e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i s  u n a c h i e v a b l e .  

U n a c h i e v a b i l i t y  d o es  n o t ,  how ever,  make t h e  g o a l  unw orth  th e  p u r s u in g ,  

f o r  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  a re  a t t a i n a b l e .  One may a t t a i n  a  system  

t h a t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  w i th o u t  b e in g  c o m p le te ly  s y s te m a t ic  o r  t r u e .

One may a t t a i n  a  system  t h a t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and  s y s t e m a t i c  w i th o u t  

b e in g  t r u e .  One may a t t a i n  a  sy stem  t h a t  i s  p a r t i a l l y  t r u e ,  o r  t r u e  

in  seme sense  o r  o t h e r .  At an y  r a t e ,  th e  v a lu e  t h e  q u e s t  l i e s  

a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  i n  t h e  q u e s t i n g .

(9 )  P e r s i s t e n t ; A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system  i s  n o t  a momentary a f fa i r  

b u t  in v o l v e s  a  p e r s i s t e n t  e n d e a v o r  t o  a c h ie v e  th e  g o a l  o f  s a t i s f a c 

t i o n ,  s y s t é m a t i s a t i o n  and t r u t h .
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A ppendix  I I .  S u g g e s t io n s  C oncern ing  E x t e r n a l  D e s c r ip t i o n

We have e n t i t l e d  o u r  p a p e r  "An I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  N a tu re  

o f  P r e s e n c e  and Some I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  P e rh ap s  

i t  w ould  have  been  b e t t e r  i f  we had  e n t i t l e d  i t  "An A n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  

N a tu re  o f  P r e s e n c e  and Sane I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A n a l y s i s , "  f o r ,  a s  

we h av e  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d ,  ou r  p u rp o se  was t o  make an  i n t e r n a l  d e s 

c r i p t i o n ,  and  su ch  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  a s  was t o  be in c lu d e d  was t o  

be i n c i d e n t a l  and in c lu d e d  o n ly  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  

m eaning  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  We have c o n s id e r e d  t h i s  problem  

o f  a n a l y z in g  p re s e n c e  a  p rob lem  s u f f i c i e n t  u n to  i t s e l f ;  t h a t  i s ,  

a l t h o u g h  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  l i m i t e d ,  i t  i s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  c o m p le x i ty  and 

c o m p re h en s io n  t o  be t r e a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  by i t s e l f .  However, o u r  

e x a m in e rs  have u rg e d  t h a t  th e  e x t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  h a s  been  i n s u f f i 

c i e n t  and t h a t  t h i s  t o p i c  i s  one w h ich  "can n o t be l e f t  i n  th e  h a l f . "  

So we com ply, w i t h  t h e s e  appended  re m a rk s .

A gain  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s :  We have  been  d u ly  w arned t h a t  a 

p a p e r  o^  t h i s  k in d  s h o u ld  n o t  be an  a t te m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  a system  o f  

p h i l o s o p h y .  So we have l i m i t e d  o u r  s tu d y  in  a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  w ay.

Y et an  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  " f i r s t  e d i t i o n "  has  p roduced  the  c r i t i c i s m  

t h a t  th e  t o p i c  h a s  been  t o o  l i m i t e d .  We i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  a s  

a demand f o r  a  c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  

o f  t h i s  s tu d y  f o r  a system  as  a  w h o le .  We s h a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p ro cee d  

t o  s k e tc h  an  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  system  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  we have had 

i n  m ind ,  and f o r  w hich  t h i s  s tu d y  h as  been a  p r e l u d e ,  a  p ro legom enon .
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a p r o p a e d e u t i c .

T h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  p re s e n c e  i s  in t e n d e d  a s  

a  o r e lu d e  t o  a  s y s te m  o f  T e n t a t i v e  R e a l is m ,  By " r e a l i s m "  i s  nwant 

t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  By " t e n t a t i v e "  

i s  m ean t t h a t  no b e l i e f  i n  t h e  b e in g  o f  som eth in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  g iv e n  

can be a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n .  We choose t o  be " r e a l i s t s "  b eca u se  b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  b e in g  o f  some n o t - g i v e n  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y .  We a re  

r e a l i s t s  by  a  n a t u r a l  n e c e s s i t y .  But we a r e  f o r c e d  t o  be " t e n t a t i v e "  

r e a l i s t s  beca u se  we can d i s c o v e r  many a rg u m en ts  f o r  t h e  "break-dow n" 

o f  n a t u r a l  r e a l i s m ,  b u t  we c a n n o t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  ao f a r  have n o t ,  

d i s c o v e r e d  any  sound a rgum en t fo r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  - -  a n y  sound argum ent 

w h ich  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h e  b e in g  o f  some n o t  g iv e n .  Thus we f i n d  i t  

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  be " t e n t a t i v e "  r e a l i s t s .

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  n o te  t h a t  we a re  n o t  t e n t a t i v e l y  h o ld in g  

t o  a  system  o f  R e a l is m .  But we a r e  h o ld in g  t o  a  sy s tem  o f  T e n t a t i v e  

R e a l i s m .  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  t e n t a t i v â t y  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  

s y s te m .  C r i t i c s  a r e  w ont t o  r a i s e  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  a  T e n ta t i v e  

R ea l ism  m ust be h e l d  t o  a b s o l u t e l y ,  and t h u s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  

one t h i n g  t h a t  i s  h e l d  t o  a b s o l u t e l y  and n o t  t e n t a t i v e l y .  But t h e r e  

a r e  t h r e e  r e p l i e s  t o  such  c r i t i c s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ich  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

a n n u l  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m :  ( l )  A p p ea lin g  t o  a  t h e o r y  o f  

t y p e s ,  we may g r a n t  t h a t  we h o ld  t o  th e  system  o f  T e n t a t i v e  R ea l ism  

a b s o l u t e l y ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  " h o ld in g  a b s o l u t e l y "  &s o f  a  h ig h e r  ty p e  

th a n  th e  " h o ld in g  t e n t a t i v e l y , "  because  t h e o r i e s  a r e  n o t  in t e n d e d  t o
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Apply t o  t h e m s e lv e s .  (2 )  We may choose t o  h o ld  t o  o u r  system  t e n t a 

t i v e l y .  T hen , w i th o u t  a p p e a l in g  t o  a t h e o r y  o f  t y p e s ,  we may a s s e r t ,  

w i th o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  t h a t  ou r  th e o ry  does a p p ly  t o  i t s e l f .  C r i t i c s  

may p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  such a  p o s i t i o n  in v o lv e s  u s ,  l o g i c a l l y ,  i n  an  

i n f i n i t e  r e g r e s s :  we must n o t  o n ly  h o ld  t e n t a t i v e l y  t o  T e n t a t i v e  

R e a l ism , b u t  m ust a l s o  t e n t a t i v e l y  h o ld  t e n t a t i v e l y  t o  T e n t a t i v e  

R e a l ism , e t c .  The c r i t i c i s m  i s  g r a n t e d ,  b u t  so long as  i t  in v o lv e s  

no c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i t  i s  a l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  (3 )  We may 

choose t o  h o ld  o u r  system  t e n t a t i v e l y .  But a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  " h o ld in g "  

qC our system  i s  an  a c t  - -  som eth ing  t h a t  i s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  p re se n c e  

- -  and t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a l o g i c a l  a f f a i r ,  th u s  does n o t  come un d er  t h e  

r u b r i c  o f  l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t a t i o n . I f  c r i t i c s  a s s e r t  t h a t  h o ld in g  

t e n t a t i v e l y  t o  a  T e n t a t i v e  R ealism  i n v o l v e s ,  w here no a p p e a l  i s  made 

t o  a  t h e o r y  o f  t y p e s ,  an  i n f i n i t e  r e g r e s s ,  we adm it t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 

l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  i n f ' i n i t e  number o f  h o ld a b le  p o s i t i o n s  i n  such a  

l o g i c a l  i n f i n i t e  r e g r e s s .  But t h a t  a l l  o f  them must be h e l d ,  

b e ca u se  t h e y  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e ,  we d e n y .  I f  one n o ld s  t e n t a t i v e l y  

t o  T e n t a t i v e  R e a l is m ,  t h e n ,  i f  he t a k e  a n o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  w i th  r e g a r d  

t o  " h o ld in g  t e n t a t i v e l y  t o  T e n t a t i v e  R e a l i s m , ’ he must do so t e n t a -  

t i v e l v .  But t h a t  he m ust t a k e  t h i s  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  n e c e s s i t a t e d

by l o g i c .
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A.

The p ro b lem  o f  know ledge, a s  we c o n c e iv e  i t ,  d iv id e s  con

v e n i e n t l y  i n t o  t h r e e  s u b -p ro b le m s j  th e o r y  o f  t r u t h ,  t h e o r y  o f  c e r 

t a i n t y  and t h e o r y  o f  c o g n i t i o n .  (O r, i f  you w i l l ,  v e r l o l o g y ,  c e r t o l o g y ,  

and o o g n o so o lo g y .  ) A word a b o u t  each  o f  t h e s e  may b e  o f  p r o f i t .

( a )  T heory  o f  t r u t h  i s  c o n c e rn in g  w i th  t h e  m eaning o f  t r u t h .  

The f o r m u l a t i o n  w h ich  we p r e f e r  has  a l r e a d y  been  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  body 

o f  t h i s  p a p e r  (p .  7 4 ) .  S in c e  t h e  number o f  c a s e s  i n  w h ich  b e l i e f s  

a r e  ab o u t  som eth ing  i n  p r e s e n c e  i s  m in u te ,  we ig n o r e  them  f o r  t h e  

p r e s e n t .  A b e l i e f  i s  t r u e ,  t h e n ,  when w hat i s  b e l i e v e i t o  b e  i s ;  

o r ,  when a  b e l i e f  i s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  i s  som eth ing  n o t  g iven  w hich i s  as  

i t  i s  b e l i e v e d .  I t  fo l lo w s  from  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  t r u t h ,  

t h e n  t h e r e  i s  r e a l i t y .  (P e rm i t  us t o  d e f i n e  " t h e  r e a l "  i n  t h i s  way;

To b e  r e a l  i s  t o  be  n o t  g i v e n . )  Thus, i f  we a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

t r u t h ,  we a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e a l i t y ,  and we c a n  no lo n g e r  be  

" t e n t a t i v e "  r e a l i s t s .  But we do n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t r u t h ,  a t  

l e a s t  t r u t h  a s  we have  d e f in e d  i t .  We a r e  l e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e r e  may be  no t r u t h ,  so d e f i n e d .  And such a  p o s i t i o n  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  

p o s i t i o n ,  80 lo n g  as we c a n  f u r t h e r  e x p l a in  how i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

p r e s e n c e  t o  b e  a s  i t  i s  and y e t  t h e r e  be  no t r u t h .  T h is  we t h i n k  we 

c a n  do , p ro v id e d  o u r  r e a d e r s  have  p l e n t y  o f  p a t i e n c e .

Suppose t h a t  what i s  g iv e n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  w hat i s  n o t  g iv e n  

a s  a  s h o p ’ s s i g n a l s  a r e  t o  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Two b e l l s  i s  t h e  s ig n a l  

f o r  f u l l  sp eed  a h e a d ,  t h r e e  t o  s t o p ,  and f i v e  t o  r e v e r s e ,  l e t  us s a y .  

Now t h e  b e l l s  a r e  n o t  l i k e  t h e  sp e e d in g  a h e a d .  Yet t h e y  mean t h e
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s p e e d in g  a h e a d .  S o ,  w h a t  i s  g iv e n  i n  a  s u p p o s e d ly  t r u e  b e l i e f  may 

be e n t i r e l y  u n l i k e  t h a t  w h ic h  makes i t  t r u e ,  an d  y e t  i t  m ay, f o r  

a l l  p u r p o s e s ,  mean i t .  Suppose we v i s i t  a  p i l o t h o u s e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e ,  and  i n q u i r e  o f  t h e  s k i p p e r  w h a t  t h e  b e l l s  m ean .  He w i l l  t e l l  

u s  t h a t  tw o b e l l s  mean f u l l  sp e e d  a h e a d .  But we do n o t  know w h a t 

i s  m ean t b y  f u l l  sp eed  a h e a d .  Then he may p o i n t o u t  th e  r a t e  o f  

movement o f  t h e  s h i p  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  But f u l l  sp e e d  

ah e a d  d o es  n o t  mean t h e  r a t e  o f  movement o f  t h e  s h i p  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  

s u r r o u n d i n g s .  T h a t  i s  s im p ly  an  e f f e c t .  I t  r e a l l y  means a  c e r t a i n  

a c t i v i t y  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n g i n e e r ,  t h e  movement o f  c e r t a i n  l e v e r s ,  

t h e  s h o v e l l i n g  o f  c o a l ,  t h e  v a p o r i z a t i o n  o f  w a t e r ,  t h e  c h u r n in g  o f  

p r o p e l l e r s .  A l l  t h i s  i s  w h a t makes "tw o b e l l s "  t r u e .  But we n e v e r  

know i t ,  on o u r  f i r s t  t r i p .  So know ledge o f  r e a l  o b j e c t s  d o e s  n o t  need  

l i t e r a l  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h e  r e a l  o b j e c t ,  n o r  d o es  i t  n e e d  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  r e a l  o b j e c t .  A l l  t h a t  i s  n e e d e d  i s  some

t h i n g  t h a t  i s  a  s u i t a b l e  s i g n .  So lo n g  a s  t h e  n o t - g i v e n  can  n e v e r  

be p e n e t r a t e d  anyw ay , i t  d o es  n o t  m a t t e r  w h e th e r  t h e  n o t - g i v e n  be 

i i k e  t h e  g iv e n  o r  n o t .  And i t  d o es  n o t  m a t t e r  w h e th e r  t h e r e  be any

t r u t h ,  i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e ,  o r  n o t .

The d raw in g  o f  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  t h r e e  m ean ings  o f  

t h e  te rm  " t r u t h "  may a i d  i n  c l a r i f y i n g  o u r  p o s i t i o n .  L e t  u s  d i s t i n 

g u i s h  b e tw ee n  ( l )  s t r i c t  t r u t h ,  (2 )  p r a c t i c a l  t r u t h  and (3 )  fo rm a l  

t r u t h .  ( 1 )  By s t r i c t  t r u t h  we may mean t h a t  t r u t h  i s  a  p r o p e r t y  o f

a  b e l i e f  when wViat i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e ,  i s .  A nd, a s  we have s a i d .
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s t r i c t  t r u t h  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r j r  t o  e x p l a i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  an d  i s  im p o s s ib l e  

i f  T e n t a t i v e  R e a l is m  i s  a c c e p t e d .  ( 2 )  By p r a c t i c a l  t r u t h  we may 

mean t h a t  t r u t h  i s  a  p r o p e r t y  o f  b e l i e f s  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  b e l i e v e d ,  

o r  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e y  " w o rk ."  Two b e l l s  means f u l l  sp e e d  a h e a d ,  i .  e . ,  

t h e  movement o f  th e  s h i p  r e l a t i v e  t o  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  F o r  a l l  

p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  a p p a r e n t  movement o f  t h e  s h ip  i s  w h a t  i s  

m ean t by  th e  tw o  b e l l s .  We have no  w is h  t o  deny  t h e r e  b e in g  t r u t h  

i n  t h i s  s e n s e .  (3 )  By fo rm a l  t r u t h  we may mean a  p r o p e r t y  o f  an  

a b s t r a c t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  And t h a t  w h ic h  makes a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t r u e  i s  

n e i t h e r  o u r  b e l i e v i n g  i t  t o  be t r u e  ( a s  i n  p r a c t i c a l  t r u t h )  n o r  

t h e  " i s  a s  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be"  ( a s  i n  s t r i c t  t r u t h ) ,  b u t  by a  

s u p p o se d  s u b s i s t e n t  k i n d  o f  b e in g  c a l l e d  a  " f a c t . "  Now w h e th e r  

f a c t s  h a v e  a  b e i n g  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  p r e s e n c e ,  o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  a r e  

m ere f i c t i o n s ,  m a t t e r s  n o t  f o r  p r a c t i c e .  We may be t e n t a t i v e  

r e a l i s t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e  r e a l  s u b s i s t e n t  b e i n g  o f  f a c t s ,  o r  we 

may deny  t h a t  t h e y  hav e  an y  r e a l  b e in g  a t  a l l .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h o s e  

q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h ,  s i n c e  i t s  s o l u t i o n  m akes no d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  p r a c t i c e ,  

n e e d  n o t  be s e t t l e d  i n  o u t l i n i n g  a  s y s t e m .  W h ich ev er  s o l u t i o n  i s  

a d o p t e d ,  i t  m u s t  be h e l d  t e n t a t i v e l y ,  an d  i t s  a d o p t i o n  o r  p r e f e r e n c e  

s h a l l  r e s t  u p o n  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  o f  e v i d e n c e  w h ich  p o i n t  i n  i t s  f a v o r .

Such a  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t r u t h  l e a d s  one t o  be 

n o t  m e r e ly  a  T e n t a t i v e  R e a l i s t ,  b u t  a l s o  a  T e n t a t i v e  R a t i o n a l i s t .

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  we c o r r e c t l y  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  p a th w ay s  o f  th e  s t a r s .

But e v e n  th o u g h  i n  a l l  o f  o u r  p r a c t i c e  we c a n  n e v e r  d e t e c t  a  m i s t a k e .
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i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  w h a t  i s ,  i s  l i k e  w h a t  we b e l i e v e  and  have  

c a l c u l a t e d  i t  t o  b e .  We c a n n o t  ev en  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  " law s  o f  th o u g h t "  

a r e  a l s o  n e c e s s a r i l y  " law s  o f  b e i n g , "  We a r e  f o r c e d  t o  a d m it  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i r r a t i o n a l i s m .  But t h i s  f o r c e ,  o r  l o g i c a l  n e c e s -  

s i t a t i o n ,  i s  a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  p a i n ,  f o r  we w i l l i n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

b e in g  i s  i n  some se n se  i r r a t i o n a l .  We b e a r  b e in g  no g ru d g e  b e c a u se  

we f a i l  t o  t h i n k  i t .

( b )  T h e o ry  o f  c e r t a i n t y  i s  n e x t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d .  We 

have  a l r e a d y  c o n c lu d e d  i n  th e  body o f  t h i s  p a p e r  ( p .  92) t h a t  a l l  

a rg u m e n ts  f o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  a r e  unsound  and  t i e t  a l l  b e l i e f s  con 

c e r n i n g  th e  b e i n g  and  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  n o t - g i v e n  a r e  u n c e r t a i n .  T h a t  

i s ,  a l l  t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n  i s  w h a t i s  g iv e n  o r  w h a t i s  i n  p r e s e n c e .  I n  

su ch  s t a t e m e n t s  we have been  u s i n g  t h e  te rm  " c e r t a i n t y "  i n  an  a b s o l u t e  

s e n s e .  But we r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h e  te rm  a l s o  h a s  o t h e r  m e a n in g s .  We 

may c a l l  t h e s e  p r a c t i c a l  m e a n in g s ,  and  sp e a k  o f  t h e i r  k in d  o f  c e r 

t a i n t y  . a s  p r a c t i c a l  c e r t a i n t y .  Three  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  ty p e s  o f  

p r a c t i c a l  c e r t a i n t y  a r e :  (1 )  i n t u i t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y ,  ( 2 )  e m p i r i c a l  

c e r t a i n t y ,  and  (3 )  l o g i c a l  c e r t a i n t y ,  ( l )  B y  i n t u i t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  

we mean c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  som eth in g  i s  g r a s p e d  a s  i t  i s .  F o r  ex am p le ,

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  b e f o r e  me i s  w h a t  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t o  be a 

w a tc h  and t h a t  I  c a n n o t  be m i s t a k e n  a b o u t  my b e l i e f .  An a c t u a l  

g r a s p i n g  o f  an  o b j e c t  a s  i t  i s ,  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  c o n v i c t i o n ,

(2 )  By e m p i r i c a l  c e r t a i n t y  we mean c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  s o m e th in g  w hich  

h a s  been  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  a  c e r t a i n  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s



108

w i l l  be e x p e r i e n c e d  a g a i n  a s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  

o f  th e  same k i n d .  F or  e x a m p le ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  sun  w i l l  r i s e  

to m o rro w . P ro b lem s  o f  e m p i r i c a l  c e r t a i n t y  i n c l u d e  p ro b lem s  o f  

i n d u c t i o n  and  p r o b a b i l i t y .  (5 )  By l o g i c a l  c e r t a i n t y ,  o r ,  p e rh a p s  

b e t t e r ,  d e d u c t iv e  c e r t a i n t y ,  we mean c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  w hat i s  d e 

duced  from a  b e l i e f  a c c e p t e d  a s  t r u e  i s  i t s e l f  t r u e .  L o g i c a l  c e r 

t a i n t y  e n t a i l s  a  r a t i o n a l i s m  w h ich  can  be o n ly  e m p i r i c a l l y  c e r t a i n .

( c )  T h e o ry  o f  c o g n i t i o n  in v o l v e s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  p r e s u p 

p o s i t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  g i v e n ,  so  an y  

a c c o u n t  o f  i t  w i l l  b e  com plex — t o o  com plex t o  be  expounded  h e r e .

We f a v o r  a n  a c c o u n t  w h ic h  e x p l a i n s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  knowing i n  te rm s  o f  

a  p h y s i c a l  o rg a n ism  im mersed i n  a p h y s i c a l  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s .  Any p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  knowing m ust t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  

e v i d e n c e s  p r e s e n t e d  by th e  v a r io u s  s p e c i a l  s c i e n c e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  

p ro b lem  o ’* t h e  n a t u r e  o f  know ing . What o u r  s t a n d  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e o r y  o f  c o g n i t i o n  w i l l  b e ,  i s  a s  y e t  u n d e te r m in e d .  

D e te r m in a t io n  o f  i t  w i l l  in v o lv e  f u r t h e r  s t u d y ,  f o r  w h ich  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  h a s  b een  a  p r e p a r a t i o n .

B.

I n  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  we s h a l l  n o t  t a k e  s i d e s  i n  th e  b a t t l e  

b e tw een  I d e a l i s t s  and  R e a l i s t s ,  o r  r a t h e r  be tw een  K e n t a l i s t s  and 

M a t e r i a l i s t s .  We choose r a t h e r  t o  be N e u t r a l  M o n is ts  — n o t  N e u t r a l
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M o n is ts  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  N e o - R e a l i s t i c  o r  t h e  S p i n o z i s t i c  t y p e ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  th o s e  who s t y l e  th e m s e lv e s  N a t u r a l i s t s .  We 

do t h i s  b e c a u s e ,  when t h i s  p roblem  o f  n a t u r e  o f  th e  m ost u l t i m a t e  

i s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  we a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  a t  th e  v e r y  o u t s e t  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

we can  n e v e r  be c e r t a i n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  

n o t  g i v e n .  So f a r  a s  p r a c t i c e  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  n a t u r e  o f  b e in g  i s  t h a t  i t  be such t h a t  i t  can p ro d u ce  

p r e s e n c e .  And f u r t h e r ,  t h a t ,  i f  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s  a r e  t r u e ,  i t  

m u s t  be such t h a t  i t  can  p ro d u ce  th o s e  t h i n g s  w h ich  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

make o u t  s c i e n t i f i c  ( r e l i g i o u s ,  e t c . )  t h e o r i e s  t r u e .  T h is  i s  a l l  

t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  u l t i m a t e  b e in g  f o r  p r a c t i c e ,  so  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  

a  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  u l t i m a t e  b e in g  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r .  

What i t s  u l t im e . te  n a t u r e  i s ,  we need  n e v e r  know. And t o  suppose t h a t  

i t  i s  l i k e  a n y t h in g  g iv e n  i n  mere p r e s e n c e  i s  t o  e x p r e s s  human 

c o n c e i t .  Even a s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a r e  w ont t o  c r e a t e  gods i n  t h e i r  own 

im ag e ,  so  m e ta p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  w ont t o  c r e a t e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  n a t u r e  o f  

b e in g  i n  th e  image o f  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  o r  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e d  

o b j e c t s .  Dogmatism i n  o n to lo g y  we c o n s i d e r  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  f o l l i e s .

M e t a p h y s i c a l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  w h a t  

i s  n o t  g i v e n  m u s t ,  i t  seems t o  u s ,  t e n t a t i v e l y  m a i n t a i n  t h e  need  o f  

two k i n d s  o f  r e a l i t y  o f  c o m p l e t e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  e x p e r i e n c e .  The two 

k i n d s  , w h ich  we c a l l  e x i s t e n c e  and s u b s i s t e n c e ,  may be d i s c u s s e d  

b r i e f l y .  P o s t u l a t i o n  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  n e e d e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h o s e  

i t e m s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ic h  may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  s n a t i a l  and  t e m p o r a l ,
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I f  we b e l i e v e ,  f o r  e x e m p le ,  t h e t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  m o to r c o n d i t i o n i n g  

a n  a p p a r e n t  a u t o m o b i l e ,  t h e n ,  i f  ou r  b e l i e f  i s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  m us t be 

a n  e x i s t e n t  m o t o r .  P o s t u l a t i o n  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  n eed e d  

t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h o s e  i t e m s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

a s  n o n - s p a t i a l  a n d  n o n - t e m p o r a l .  I f  we b e l i e v e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h a t  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  "tw o p l u s  two e q u a l s  f o u r"  i s  t r u e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  

i t s  b e i n g  g i v e n ,  t h e n ,  i f  o u r  b e l i e f  i s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  m ust be a  s u b s i s 

t e n t  f a c t  w h ic h  makes t h i s  s u b s i s t e n t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t r u e .  The demands 

f o r  t h e s e  tw o  k in d s  o f  b e in g  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x p l a i n  e x p e r i e n c e  a r e  

a p p a r e n t l y  e q u a l .  But we b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t o  g iv e  

a  c o m p le te  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h o u t  p o s t u l a t i n g  s u b s i s 

t e n c e ,  i f  we a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  h o ld  t h a t  a l l  b e l i e f s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  

b e i n g  o f  s u b s i s t a n t s  a r e  f a l s e .  T h i s  we d o ,  p o s t u l a t i n g  r a t h e r  a  

n o n i n a l i s t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  u n i v e r s e l s  and a  " p h i lo s o p h y  

o f  a s  i f "  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  a p p a r e n t  s u b s i s t a n t s ,

So f a r  we have  spoken  o n ly  o f  th e  most g e n e r a l  m e t a p h y s i c a l  

q u e s t i o n s .  We have n o t  p ro p o s e d  s p e c u l a t i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  m e ta 

p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  such  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t i m e ,  c h a n g e ,  p u r p o s e ,  

p h y s i c a l  o r g a n i s m ,  e t c .  What i s  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  a g iv e n  d u r a t i o n  t o  

a  n o t - r i v e n  d u r a t i o n ?  What i s  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  g iv e n  change t o  n o t -  

g iv e n  c h a n g e ?  What i s  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  g iv e n  p u rp o se  t o  n o t - g i v e n  

p u r p o s e ?  What i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n c e  t o  i t s  c o n d i t i o n i n g  p h y s i c a l  

o rg a n is m ?  P r o p e r  a n sw ers  t o  such  q u e s t i o n s  w ould  in v o lv e  more t h a n  

a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e .  We have n u r p o s e ly  e l i m i n a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o fwe
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th e m , b e c a u s e  we w is h  t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be i n f l u e n c e d  by f u tu r e  

s tu d y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e m . So we have d e l i b e r a t e l y  made our s t a t e 

m e n ts ,  i n  th e  body  o f  th e  p a p e r ,  such  t h a t  v a r i o u s  c o n c lu s io n s  con

c e r n i n g  th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  not-gfcven  may be a r r i v e d  a t  w i t h o u t  

v i c i a t i n g  o u r  i n t e r n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  We have n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d  a t  c o n 

v i c t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  n o t - g i v e n  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  But ou r 

c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e n  a s  g iv e n  a r e  i n t e n d e d  a s  f i n a l ,  even  

th o u g h  no f i n a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  them as  n o t  g iv e n  have been  

a r r i v e d  a t .  Thus ou r  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  n o t - g i v e n  w i l l  have 

t o  be f a s h io n e d  t o  conform  t o  ou r  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  g iv en #  

The o r e l u d e  i s  a  b e g i n n in g  w i th  w hich  th e  s e q u e l  m ust co n fo rm .
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