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Surprisingly, the oldest database mentioned by our participants was not a commercial platform, but rather, was
TAXIR, an information system developed to share taxonomic descriptions. TAXIR was developed in the 1960s — a
full two decades before the launch of any of the other systems. This underscores our previous observation that
NHMs were quite early adopters — and indeed, innovators — in database technology and information systems.

Most of the NHM-specific databases were initially funded by the National Science Foundation. Additionally, several

grew out of the same research groups and grants; for instance, both Muse and TAXIR were developed by

researchers at the University of Michigan, one of whom went on to build Specify at the University of Kansas. We
hope to build on this observation to further explore the evolution of the biodiversity informatics community as a
subset of the NHM community in future work.

In general, the commercial databases were less well documented than the NHM-specific databases. Where we
found documentation for commercial systems in the form of technical specifications and archived websites, the
NHM-specific platforms are typically documented through grant proposals, user manuals, and academic
publications. In both cases, there is a clear need for more systematic archival of documents describing these
platforms’ evolution and technical specifications.

Few of the defunct platforms we surveyed reached their “end of life” in a particularly intentional way; rather, they
simply went out of business with little warning. Memory institutions must take heed of this legacy, and be sure to

plan for their collections management platforms’ demise, as well as adoption.
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