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Double ramification cycles with target varieties

Felix Janda, Rahul Pandharipande, Aaron Pixton and Dimitri Zvonkine

ABSTRACT

Let X be a nonsingular projective algebraic variety over C, and let M, , 5(X) be the moduli
space of stable maps
f:(Coz,... xn) > X

from genus g, n-pointed curves C to X of degree 8. Let S be a line bundle on X. Let A =
(a1,...,an) be a vector of integers which satisfy

§MZAQ@.

Consider the following condition: the line bundle f*S has a meromorphic section with zeros and
poles exactly at the marked points x; with orders prescribed by the integers a;. In other words,
we require f*S(—>." | a;xz;) to be the trivial line bundle on C.

A compactification of the space of maps based on the above condition is given by the moduli
space of stable maps to rubber over X and is denoted by Mg 4,8(X, S). The moduli space carries
a virtual fundamental class

[My,a,5(X, 9™ € Au (Mg a,5(X, 5))
in Gromov-Witten theory. The main result of the paper is an explicit formula (in tautological
classes) for the push-forward via the forgetful morphism of [M 4 5(X, S)|""" to My . 5(X). In
case X is a point, the result here specializes to Pixton’s formula for the double ramification cycle

proven in (Janda, Pandharipande, Pixton and Zvonkine, Publ. Math. Inst. Hautes Etudes Sci.
125 (2017) 221-266). Several applications of the new formula are given.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Double ramification cycles

Let A = (ai,...,ay) be a vector of n integers satisfying
n
Z a; = 0.
i=1
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In the moduli space M, ,, of nonsingular curves of genus g with n marked points, consider the
substack defined by the following classical condition:

Oc (i aisci) ~ O¢c } (1)

i=1

{(Cﬂxh...,mn) C My

From the point of view of relative Gromov—Witten theory, the most natural compactification
of the substack (1) is the space M;A of stable maps to rubber [27, 38]: stable maps to CP'
relative to 0 and oo modulo the C* action on CP'.

The rubber moduli space carries a natural virtual fundamental class [ﬂ; A
2g — 3 + n. The push-forward via the canonical morphism

Vi of dimension

€: ./\/lg_’A — Myn

is the double ramification cycle

e.[M, 4]"" = DRya € Az 31n(Myn). (2)

The double ramification cycle DR 4 can also be defined via log stable maps (and was motivated
in part by Symplectic Field Theory [18]).

The classical approach to the locus (1) is via Abel-Jacobi theory for the universal curve.
However, extending the Abel-Jacobi map over the boundary M, ,, \ M, ,, of the moduli space
of curves is not straightforward. Approaches by Marcus—Wise [40] and Holmes [30] (motivated
by log geometry), nevertheless, provide a partial resolution of the Abel-Jacobi which is sufficient
to define a double ramification cycle. The result also agrees with definition (2).

Eliashberg posed the question of computing DR, ,, in 2001. The hope for a possible formula
was strengthened in [21] where the double ramification cycle was proven to lie in the
tautological ring of ﬂg,n. Calculations on the open set of compact type curves were given
in [28, 29]. Integrals against the double ramification cycle’ played a fundamental role in the
solution of the Gromov—Witten theory for target curves [46—48].

A complete formula for DR, 4 in the tautological ring of M, ,, was conjectured by Pixton in
2014 and proven in [35] via Gromov-Witten theory. Pixton’s formula expresses DRy 4 directly
as a sum over stable graphs I' indexing the boundary strata of ﬂgyn. The contribution of
each stable graph I' is the constant term of a polynomial in r naturally associated to the
combinatorics of T" and A. The proof of [35] was obtained by studying the Gromov—Witten
theory of the target P! with an orbifold BZ,-point at 0 € P' and a relative point at oo € P!
in the r — oo limit.

Pixton’s formula’s opened new directions in the subject: new formulas for Hodge classes
[35, Section 3], new relations in the tautological ring of M, , [17], new connections to the
loci of meromorphic differentials [24, Appendix], and connections to new integrable hierarchies
[9]. For a sampling of the subsequent study and applications, see [6-8, 10, 12, 16, 23, 31,
32, 45, 56, 57]. We refer the reader to [35, Section 0] and [50, Section 5] for more leisurely
introductions to the subject.

The double ramification cycle study above concerns the Gromov-Witten theory of a point®.
Our goal here is to develop a full theory of double ramification cycles for general nonsingular
projective target varieties X.

Let M, ,, 5(X) be the moduli space of stable maps

f:(Cxy,...;xn) > X

fTermed rubber integrals in the papers [46—48].

#The moduli space of stable maps to a point is ﬂg,n.
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from genus g, n-pointed curves C' to X of degree 5. Let S be a line bundle on X. Let A =
(ai,...,an) be a vector of integers which satisfy

gai/ﬁcl(S).

Consider the following condition analogous to (1): the line bundle f*S has a meromorphic
section with zeros and poles exactly at the marked points x; with orders prescribed by the
integers a;. In other words, we require f*S(—>"" , a;z;) to be the trivial line bundle on
C. Rubber maps with target X provide a natural compactification of the locus of solutions
and define an X-valued double ramification cycle in A,(M,, 5(X)). Our main result is a
complete formula for the X-valued double ramification cycle which generalizes the structure
of Pixton’s formula.

The formal definition of the X-valued double ramification cycle is given in Section 1.2. After
a discussion of X-valued stable graphs and tautological classes in Sections 1.3 and 1.4, our
formula for the X-valued double ramification cycles is presented in Section 1.6. In case X is a
point, we recover our previous study [35].

The double ramification cycle construction for target varieties plays a crucial role in relative
Gromov—Witten theory. Since the answer for the X-valued double ramification cycles takes
such a simple form, new directions are again opened in the subject.

e The study of the tautological ring of M, ,, 5(X) is suggested by a theory of relations [5]
parallel to the case of point [17].

e For a pair (X, D) where D is nonsingular divisor, the relationship between the relative
Gromov—Witten theory and the orbifold Gromov—Witten theory of the root stack is beautifully
settled in [58, 59]. The study of the D-valued double ramification cycle here plays a crucial
role.

e The CP"-valued DR-cycle in the limit N — oo, suitably interpreted, is a universal DR-
cycle on the moduli space of line bundles on curves. The universal Abel-Jacobi theory on
the Picard stack [6] is both motivated by and dependent on our calculation of CP"-valued
DR-cycles.

Of course, the X-valued formula also leads immediately to simple derivations of older results
in Gromov—Witten theory. Applications are discussed at the end of the paper in Section 5.
1.2. Rubber maps with target X
Let X be a nonsingular projective variety over C. Let S — X be a line bundle, and let

P(Ox®S) —» X
be the canonically associated CP'-bundle over X. Let
Dy,Dy C P(Ox @ S)

be the divisors defined by the projectivizations of the loci Ox @ {0} and {0} @ S, respectively.
We will call Dy the 0-divisor and D, the oco-divisor.
Let C be a nonsingular curve with n marked points, and let

f:C—=X

be an algebraic map of degree § € Ho(X,Z). Furthermore, let s be a nonzero meromorphic
section of f*S over C, defined up to a multiplicative constant, with zeros and poles belonging
to the set of marked points of C. We denote the orders of zeros and poles by

A=(a,...,an).
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If the ith marking is neither a zero nor a pole, we set a; = 0. We have

zj:a,,;:/ﬁcl(S).

The pair (f,s) defines a map to rubber with target X. Let
ﬂ;A,B (X7 S)

be the compact moduli space of stable maps to rubber with target X. A general stable map
to rubber with target X is a map to a rubber chain of CP'-bundles P(C @ S) over X attached
along their 0- and oo-divisors. The space of rubber maps with target X carries a perfect
obstruction theory and a virtual fundamental class, see [38, 39, 43] for a detailed discussion.
Let

€: My 4 5(X,8) = My.ns(X)
be the morphism obtained by the projection of the rubber map to X (and the contraction of

the resulting unstable components).

DEFINITION 1. The X-valued double ramification cycle is the € push-forward of the virtual
fundamental class of the moduli space of stable maps to rubber over X:

DRy.4,5(X,8) = e.[My 4 5(X, 9] € Avdim(gn.)—g(Mon5(X)-
The virtual dimension vdim(g,n, 3) of M, , 3(X) is determined by

vdim(g,n, 8) = /ﬁcl(X) + (g — 1)(dime(X) — 3) +n.

1.3. X-valued stable graphs

We define the set Gy, 3(X) of X-valued stable graphs as follows. A graph I' € Gy, 5(X)
consists of the data

I'=(V,H,L,g:V—>Zs, v:H—=V, . :H—-H, :V— Hy(X,Z))
satisfying the properties.
(i) V is a vertex set with a genus function g : V — Zx.
(ii) H is a half-edge set equipped with a vertex assignment v : H — V and an involution ¢.
(iii) E, the edge set, is defined by the 2-cycles of ¢ in H (self-edges at vertices are permitted).
(iv) L, the set of legs, is defined by the fixed points of ¢ and is placed in bijective

correspondence with a set of n markings.
(v) The pair (V,E) defines a connected graph satisfying the genus condition

> g(w)+r1 (1) =g.

veV

(vi) For each vertex v, the stability condition holds: if S(v) = 0, then
2g(v) —2+n(v) >0,

where n(v) is the valence of I" at v including both edges and legs.
(vii) The degree condition holds:
> Bw) =5

veEV
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To emphasize T, the notation V(I'), H(T'), L(T"), and E(T") will also be to used for the vertex,
half-edges, legs, and edges of I'.

An automorphism of I € G, ,, 3(X) consists of automorphisms of the sets V and H which
leave invariant the structures L, g, v, ¢, and S. Let Aut(T") denote the automorphism group of
Ir.

An X-valued stable graph I' determines a moduli space Mrp of stable maps with the
degenerations forced by the graph together with a canonical map,

jp : ﬂr — Mgm_ﬂ(X).
The moduli space Mr is the substack of the product

Mr C [ Maw) .m0 (X)

veV

cut out by the inverse images of the diagonal A C X x X under the evaluations maps associated
to the edges e = (h,h') € E,

ng(v),n(v),ﬁ(v)(X) evi) X x X.
veEV

The moduli space Mr carries a natural virtual fundamental class [Mr]"!* defined by the refined
intersection,

Me™ = [Teva (A) 0 I Mewymsm (X)) (3)
ecE veV
1.4. Tautological 1, &, and n classes
The universal curve
7 Cynp(X) = My p5(X)

carries two natural line bundles: the relative dualizing sheaf w, and the pull-back f*S of the
line bundle S via the universal map,

fiCynp(X)— X.
Let s; be the ith section of the universal curve, let
D; C Cynp(X)

be the corresponding divisor, and let

Wlog = Wrr <Z Dl)
i=1
be the relative logarithmic line bundle with first Chern class ¢y (wlog). Let

E=al(f9)
be the first Chern class of the pull-back of S.

DEFINITION 2. The following classes in M, ,, 3(X) are obtained from the universal curve
Cyon.p(X).

o Y = c1(sfwr).
o &= cilsiS).

® Nap = T(c1 (Wlog)agb)'
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All can be viewed as either cohomology classes or as operational Chow classes in
A* (Mg n,3(X)). We will use the term Chow cohomology for operational Chow.

Since the class 792 = 7. (£?) will play a prominent role in our formulas for the X-valued
DR-cycle, we will use the notational convention

n=m.(£).

The standard « classes are defined by the m push-forwards of powers of ¢1(wiog), S0 we have

Na,0 = Ra—1-

Consider the moduli Mp of stable maps described by a stable graph I'. Let e be an edge of
the graph composed of two half-edges k1 and hy. The space M carries two natural cohomology
classes 1y, and 1, (associated to the two cotangent lines at the node corresponding to the
edge e) and a cohomology class & = ¢1(s%S), where s, is the section of the universal curve
determined by the same node.

DEFINITION 3. A decorated X-valued stable graph [I',~] is an X-valued stable graph T" €
Gy.n,3(X) together with the following decoration data ~.

Each leg i € L is decorated with a monomial $2£?.

Each half-edge h € H\ L is decorated with a monomial .

Each edge e € E is decorated with a monomial £Z.

Each vertex in V is decorated with a monomial in the variables {nq.}q+b>2-

Let DGy, 5(X) be the set of decorated X-valued stable graphs. To each decorated graph
[[,7] € DGy (X)),
we assign the cycle class jr.[y] obtained via the push-forward via
jr = Mr = Mg 5(X)
of the action of the product of the 1, &, and n decorations on [Mr]"*,
goab) £ e (0 [Me] ™) € AL(My5(X). (4)

Our formula for the X-valued DR-cycle is a sum of cycle classes (4) assigned to decorated
X-valued stable graphs.

1.5. Weightings mod r

Following the notation of Sections 1.2-1.4, let S — X be a line bundle on a nonsingular
projective variety X. Fix the data

g 2 07 B S H2(XaZ)a A= (a17~'~7a'n,)

subject to the condition

_Zj:a,:/ﬁcl(sy

Let I' € Gy, 3(X) be an X-valued stable graph, and let r be a positive integer.

DEFINITION 4. A weighting mod r of T" is a function on the set of half-edges,
w:H{T) —{0,1,...,r — 1},

which satisfies the following three properties.
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(i) Vi € L(I"), corresponding to the marking ¢ € {1,...,n},
w(i) = a; mod r,
(ii) Ve € E(T'), corresponding to two half-edges h,h’ € H(T),
w(h) +w(h') =0 mod r.
(iii) Vv € V(I),
Z w(h) = / ¢1(S) mod r,
ol B(v)
where the sum is taken over all n(v) half-edges incident to v.

We denote by Wr . the finite set of all possible weightings mod r of I'. The set Wr , has
cardinality rh @) We view r as a regularization parameter.

1.6. The double ramification formula

We denote by P‘;Z‘ﬁ(X, S) eAvdim(g7n7/j)_d(ﬂgﬂl7ﬁ(X)) the degree d component of the
tautological class

Z |Aut JF* H exp (2@1' (I aifz’) H €xp (—277(11))
L'eGy n,p(X) veV(T)
weWr .

1_exp( w(h)w(h (¥ _th/))
wh, + wh’

[I

e=(h,h’")eE(T)

Inside the push-forward in the above formula, the first product

Hexp( n, +azgh>

is over h € L(T") via the correspondence of legs and markings. The class 7(v) is the ng o class
of Definition 2 associated to the vertex. The third product is over all e € E(T"). The factor

1—exp ( W) (4, 4 iy ))
T/Jh + Y

is well defined since:

e the denominator formally divides the numerator;
e the factor is symmetric in h and h'.

No edge orientation is necessary.
The following fundamental polynomiality property of pe gA ﬁ(X ,9) is parallel to Pixton’s
polynomiality in [35, Appendix] and is a consequence of [35, Proposition 3" ].

PropoSITION 1. For fixed g, A, B, and d, the class
d,r ywi
Py (X, 5) € Ac(Mgnp(X))

is polynomial in r (for all sufficiently large r).
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We denote by Pq 25X, S) the Value at 7 = 0 of the polynomial associated to Pg 1.5(X,5) by

Proposition 1. In other words, g 4,5(X, ) is the constant term of the associated polynomial
in r.

The main result of the paper is a formula for the X-valued double ramification cycle parallel’
to Pixton’s proposal in case X is a point.

THEOREM 2. Let X be a nonsingular projective variety with line bundle
S —X.
For g > 0, double ramification data A, and 5 € Hy(X,Z), we have
DRg,A,B(Xv S) = PZ A ﬂ(Xv S) € Avdim(g,nﬁ)*g(mg,mﬁ(X))-

1.7. Strategy of proof

Consider the projective bundle P(Ox & S) — X. By applying Cadman’s rth root construction
[11] to the O-divisor Dy, we obtain a bundle

P(X,S)[r] — X (5)

where every fiber is a projective line with a single stacky point of stabilizer Z/rZ.

Our proof of Theorem 2 is obtained by studying the Gromov—Witten theory of the bundle
(5) relative to the oo-divisor Ds,. The virtual localization formula for the orbifold/relative
geometry

P(X, S)[r]/Dso
yields relations for every r which depend polynomially on r (for all sufficiently large 7). After

setting 7 = 0, we obtain the equality of Theorem 2. The argument has two main parts.
(i) Let M;Aﬁ (X, S) be the moduli space of stable maps

f:C—=X
endowed with an rth tensor root L of the line bundle f*S(— > | a;x;). Furthermore, let
([ C;,A,,B(S> — ﬂ;7A7B(X’ S)

be the universal curve, and let £ be the universal rth root over the universal curve. A crucial
step is to prove that the push-forward of

r-cg(—Rm. L)

to M., 5(X) is a polynomial in 7 (for all sufficiently large r) and that the polynomial has the
same constant term as the polynomial Pg " (X S). Our formula for the X-valued DR-cycle
therefore has a geometric interpretation 1n terms of the top Chern class cy(—Rm.L).

Contrary to the case of ordinary DR-cycles studied in [35], for the case of X-valued DR-cycles,
we cannot use Chiodo’s formulas [14] to deduce polynomiality. Instead, we adapt Chiodo’s
computations to our geometric setting in Sections 3.3 and 3.4.

(ii) We use the localization formula [25] for the virtual fundamental class of the moduli space
of stable maps to the orbifold/relative geometry

P(X, S)[r]/ Do

The positive (respectively, negative) coefficients a; specify the monodromy conditions over the
O-divisor (respectively, the tangency conditions along the oo-divisor).

fOur handhng of the prefactor 279 in [35, Theorem 1] differs here. The factors of 2 are now placed in the

definition of F’ A B
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The moduli space M; A, ﬁ(X ,S) appears in the localization formula. Indeed, the space of
stable maps to the C*-invariant locus corresponding to the stacky 0-divisor Dy is precisely
ﬂ;Aﬁ(X, S). The push-forward of the localization formula to M, ,, 5(X) is a Laurent series
in the equivariant parameter ¢t and in r. The coefficient of t~!7° must vanish by geometric
considerations. We prove that the relation obtained from the coefficient of t~'r% has only two
terms.

e The first is the constant term in r of the push-forward of 7 - ¢,(—Rm.L) to M, 5(X).
e The second term is the X-valued double ramification cycle DRy 4 g(X,S) with a minus
sign.

The vanishing of the sum of the two terms yields Theorem 2.

1.8. Notation table

To help the reader, we list here the symbols used for the various spaces which arise in the
paper.

P(X, S) the CP*-bundle P(Ox @ S) over X.

P(X, S)[r] is the outcome of applying Cadman’s rth root construction to the 0-divisor
Dy C P( ,S)

e M, 3(X) is the space of stable maps f : (C,x1,...,2,) = X.
7;7147 (X, S) is the space of stable maps f: (C,z1,...,2z,) — X together with an rth
root of f*S(=>"" | a;x;).

e I, ., is the stack of prestable curves.

e Oy, is the stack of twisted prestable curves.

. zng » 18 the stack of prestable curves together with a degree 0 line bundle Z.

e My Ztriv is the stack of prestable twisted curves together with a degree 0 line bundle Z
Where the stabilizer of every point of the twisted curve acts trivially in the fibers of the line
bundle.

. 93"(2% is the stack of prestable twisted curves together with a degree 0 line bundle L with
no conditions on the stabilizers.

2. Curves with an rth root

2.1. Artin stacks and Chow cohomology

Let 9, ,, denote the smooth Artin stack of prestable curves. The Artin stack smg » of prestable
curves with a line bundle Z of total degree 0 is obtained from the Picard stack of the universal
curve

m:Chn = Myn

and is also smooth. The Artin stack imf » has a universal curve

mel M7,
which carries a universal line bundle Z with sections s1, ..., s,.

Kresch [37] has developed a theory of Chow cohomology classes on Artin stacks. A basic
property is that given a morphism from a scheme to the stack, Kresch’s Chow cohomology
class on the stack determines a Chow cohomology class on the scheme (compatible with further
pull-backs). We describe here a family of Chow cohomology classes on Emi n

We first define the set Gi ,, of prestable graphs as follows. A prestable graph I" € Gi », consists
of the data

'=(V,H, L, g:V—>Zsp, v:H->V, ::H—->H, d:V—>12Z)
satisfying the properties.
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(i) V is a vertex set with a genus function g: V — Zx.
(ii) H is a half-edge set equipped with a vertex assignment v : H — V and an involution ¢.
(iii) E, the edge set, is defined by the 2-cycles of ¢ in H (self-edges at vertices are permitted).
(iv) L, the set of legs, is defined by the fixed points of ¢ and is placed in bijective
correspondence with a set of n markings.
(v) The pair (V,E) defines a connected graph satisfying the genus condition

S () +H(D) = .

veEV

(vi) The degree condition holds:

Z d(v) =0.

veV

An automorphism of I' € GgZ’ (X)) consists of automorphisms of the sets V and H which leave

invariant the structures L, g, v, ¢, and d. Let Aut(T") denote the automorphism group of T'.

DEFINITION 5. A decorated prestable graph [I',~] is a prestable graph T" € Gi ,, together
with the following decoration data .

Each leg ¢ € L is decorated with a monomial wg‘fé’ .

Each half-edge h € H\ L is decorated with a monomial .

Each edge e € E is decorated with a monomial £g.

Each vertex in V is decorated with a monomial in the variables {nq.p}q+p>2-

Let DGi ,» be the set of decorated prestable graphs. Every
[[,9] € DG,
determines a class in the Chow cohomology of 93”(5 "

I" specifies the degeneration of the curve.

d specifies the degree distribution of Z.

1); corresponds to the cotangent line class.

fi = C1 (S:Z)

& = c1(sE2), where s, is the node associated to e.
Na,b = T (Cl (wlog)a C1 (Z)b)

We have followed here the pattern of Definition 2.
More generally, every possibly infinite linear combination of decorated prestable graphs
determines a class in the Chow cohomology of imf »- Indeed, for any morphism

B—Mm7,

from a scheme B of finite type, only a finite number of terms in the linear combination will
contribute. We refer the reader to the Appendix of [26] for the construction of the product in
the Chow cohomology algebra (see also the discussion in Section 2.7).

2.2. Twisted curves

Let 7 > 1 be an integer. The analog of M, ,, in the context of rth roots is moduli space of My ,,

of twisted prestable curves constructed in [49], see also [2, 3]. We give a short summary here.
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A twisted curve is a prestable curve with stacky structure at the nodes’. Denote by u, € C*
the group of rth roots of unity in the complex plane. The neighborhood of a node in a family
of twisted curves is obtained from the family

(z,y) = 2=y

by taking a p, X w,. quotient in the source and a p, quotient in the target.
To construct the versal deformation of the node of twisted curve, we start with the versal
deformation

C*=C, (r,y)—z=uay (6)
of the node of a prestable curve. Let (a,b) € u, x u, act on C? by
(x,y) — (ax,by),
and let ¢ € p, act on C by z — cz. These actions commute with (6) via the group morphism
O por X o = i, (a,b) = c=ab.

After taking the stack quotient of both sides of (6), we obtain a family of twisted curves over
[C/ ] with one stacky p,.-point at the origin. The fibers of the family over ¢ # 0 are nonsingular
curves isomorphic to C*. The fiber over the origin ¢ = 0 is the union of the coordinate axes
xy = 0 factored by the kernel of the morphism ¢. As soon as a twisted curve acquires a node,
the twisted curve simultaneously acquires an extra p, group of symmetries (given by the image
of ¢).

In a family of prestable curves, the neighborhood of a node is modeled by the versal
deformation

(z,y) — z = zy.
Given two line bundles T, and T}, over a base B, consider the tensor product
T.=T,1T,.
We construct a family of curves over the total space of T, over B by
T.eT,—>T., (bzy) — (bay).

Here, B is the boundary divisor and 7, is the normal line bundle to B. We can construct a
family of twisted curves over the total space of T, by applying Cadman’s rth root construction
to the zero section B C T,. In particular, the normal bundle to the locus of nodal twisted
curves is now (T, ® T,))®(/7).

A prestable twisted curve is a twisted curve with a prestable coarsification. Let 2 , be
the moduli space of prestable twisted curves of genus g with n marked points. Since M7 |, is
obtained from the smooth Artin stack 9, ,, of ordinary prestable curves by applying Cadman’s
rth root construction to the boundary divisor, 9y ,, is also a smooth Artin stack. The moduli

space M ,, carries three universal curves, see [14].
(i) There is the universal twisted prestable curve
<o =M.

(ii) There is the fiberwise coarsification Cj , of & . The local model of Cj

the quotient of the map

" . 1s given by

(z,y) = 2 =xy

TA more complete name is balanced twisted curve, but we omit the word balanced, since these are the only
twisted curves that we consider. While stacky structure can also be imposed at the markings of the curve, our
twisted curves have stacky structure only at the nodes.
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by the kernel of the group morphism ¢. An A,_; singularity at the origin is obtained, so the
universal curve C7 , is singular.

(iii) There is the universal curve Egn obtained by resolving the singularities of Cj , by
a series of blow-ups. The resolution of the A,_; singularity yields a chain of r — 1 rational
exceptional curves over the origin. The rational curves correspond to the vertices of the A,_;
Dynkin diagram, and their intersection points correspond to the edges. We call C{ ,, the bubbly
universal curve.

2.3. Twisted curves with a line bundle

We introduce two more Artin stacks denoted by EJJIZVJZL*“'“’ and 93?;%

e The stack mg:ivtriv is obtained from the stack imi », of prestable curves with a line bundle
by applying Cadman’s rth root construction to the boundary divisors. It is the stack of twisted
prestable curves endowed with a degree 0 line bundle Z with one extra condition: the stabilizer
of every point of the twisted curve acts trivially in the fibers of the line bundle. A Chow
cohomology class on sz ,, determines a Chow cohomology class on ,‘Jﬁg’ﬁ’mv by pull-back.

e The stack ML is the stack of twisted prestable curves with a degree 0 line bundle (with

no stabilizer conditions).
These stacks are related by three natural morphisms:

r, L, P1 r,Z,triv. P2 Z P3
My, — My — Mg, — My . (7)

The morphism p; assigns to a pair (C, L) the pair (C, Z = L®"), where C is a twisted prestable
curve and L a line bundle. The morphism p; is étale of degree 297!, The morphism p, comes
from Cadman’s rth root construction. The morphism p3 assigns to a pair (C,.S) the curve C.

While we have taken both Z and L to be of degree 0 in the definitions, all of the constructions
and results of Sections 2 and 3 will be valid in case

deg(Z) = rdeg(L).

2.4. Commutative diagram

Let X be a nonsingular projective variety with line bundle S — X. Let A = (aq,...,a,) be a
vector of integers which satisfy

gai = //301(5)

for 8 € H2(X,Z).
The moduli space M;Aﬁ()ﬂ S) of stable maps
f:(Cozy,y.yxn) = X

endowed with an rth root of the degree 0 line bundle
i=1

plays a central role in the proof of Theorem 2. The moduli space ﬂ;y A, ﬁ(X ,S) is defined as
the fiber product of the following two maps.
(i) 72 : Mg p(X) = MZ, assigns to a stable map f: C' — X the pair
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(ii) € Dﬁg:{; — smfn is the composition € = ps o py.
The moduli space M;Aﬂ (X, S) is the fiber product of 7z and e:

M;Aﬂ (X,9) ‘ mg,n,ﬂ (X)
L Tz

€

r,L
My

g,n

where we denote top arrow also by e.

2.5. The pull-back map 77,
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We describe here the pull-back map 77 for Chow cohomology classes defined by decorated

graphs. Let
z
[[,v] € DG,

be a decorated prestable graph representing a Chow cohomology class in 9t
conventions of Section 2.1.

7 .
on following the

LEMMA 3. The pull-back 7%[I',~] is obtained in terms of Chow cohomology classes of

decorated X -valued stable graphs by applying the following procedure.

e Replace the degree d(v) € Z of each vertex with effective classes
B(v) € Hy(X,Z)
satisfying
[, @)= a=e
B(v) ikFv

where the sum is over the legs i incident to v. Sum over all choices of (v).
e Replace each &; with &; + a;);.
e Replace each class 19, at each vertex v with

mzz() abyk1gh k.

iFv k=1

where the first sum is again over the legs i incident to v.

All other decorations are kept the same.

Proof. Given a stable map f: C' — X, the degree of f*S(— 3", a;z;) on the component

of the curve C corresponding a vertex v of the dual graph equals
[, - a
Bv ikv

which justifies the first operation.
Recall the divisor D; corresponds to the ith section,

D, cc¢? Som?

ag,n g,n’
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and wiog = wr(> i, D;). The first Chern class of f*S(—>_"", a;z;) on the universal curve
equals

n

Cl(S) — ZCL,D7

i=1

The pull-back 7% (14,5) is the push-forward from the universal curve of the product

n b
K* (Cl(S) - Z (IZD,L> y (9)
i=1

where K = ¢ (wiog). Since KD; =0, the product (9) is equal to K€" if a > 0. Hence, for
a >0,

7y (Ma,b) = Nabs

In case a = 0, we expand (c1(S) — Y., a;D;)® and take the push-forward from the universal
curve to the moduli space. We find

b
mo= 0 () Jatut et

itv k=1

in the notation of decorated X-valued stable graphs. (I

2.6. Chow cohomology classes on My, 4 5(X,S) and ML

g,n

2.6.1. Overview. Recall the commutative diagram (8):

My 4 5(X,8) =+ Mynp(X)

T, Tz

r,L A
M me,

We now define Chow cohomology classes via decorated graphs on
M!LA”@ (X, S) and Qﬁg’ﬁ

and describe the pull-back map 7} . Except for the additional data recording the twisted
structure, the discussion is almost identical to our treatment of

7 Mynp(X,S) — zmgzn

2.6.2. The moduli space /\/lq 4,5(X,5). We define the set Gy 4 5(X,S) of X-valued r-
twisted stable graphs as follows. A graph I' € G , 4(X, 5) cons&sts of the data

=(V,H, L, g v, :V—= Ho(X,Z),tw:H—{0,...,r —1})
satisfying the properties.

(i-vii) Exactly as for X-valued stable graphs in Section 1.3,
(viii) The twist conditions hold.
(L) Vie L = tw(i)=0.
(E) Ye= (M,h) e E = tw(h') +tw(h”) =0 mod r.
(V) VveV = > tw(h) = fﬁ(v) c1(S) =Y, ai modr.
v(h)=v
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The line bundle S — X and vector A only appear in property (viii).
The universal curve

T C;,A,ﬂ — MZI,A,[’}(X’ S)

carries the log relative dualizing sheaf wio, and the pull-back f*S of the line bundle S via the
universal map,

f : C;,A,,B — X.
Following Section 1.4, we define Chow cohomology classes on ﬂ; 45X, 9).

o Y = c1(sfwr).
o {=ci(sif9).
® Ngbh = W*(CI(Wlog)a Cl(f*S)b)-

DEFINITION 6. A decorated X-valued r-twisted stable graph [[',~] is an X-valued stable

graph I' € G} , 5(X) together with the following decoration data .

Each leg i € L is decorated with a monomial 1¢&?.

Each half-edge h € H\ L is decorated with a monomial .

Each edge e € E is decorated with a monomial £2.

Each vertex in V is decorated with a monomial in the variables {1 }atb>2-

Let DG; A, ﬁ(X ,S) be the set of decorated X-valued r-twisted stable graphs. Every
[T,7] € DGy 45X, 5)

determines a class in the Chow cohomology of ﬂ; 25X, 8).

e I specifies the degeneration of the curve with twisted structure w at the nodes on the rth

root of
i=1

e [ specifies the curve class distribution of the map f.
e The decorations v, &;, &, and 14, specify Chow cohomology classes,

Le =cr(scf"S).

2.6.3. The Artin stack img:ﬁ. Let Gg*ﬁ be the set of r-twisted prestable graphs defined as
follows. A graph

reGnt

g.;n

consists of the data
r=(V,H L, g v, t, d:V—=>Z,tw:H—{0,...,r—1})
satisfying the properties.

(i-vi) Exactly as for prestable graphs in Section 2.1.
(vii) The twist conditions hold.
(L) Vie L = tw(i)=0.
(E) Ve=(R,h") € E = tw(h') + tw(h”) = 0 mod r.
(V) weV = > tw(h)=d(v) modr.
v(h)=v
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DEFINITION 7. A decorated r-twisted prestable graph [I',~] is a graph

L
reGy,

together with the following decoration data .

Each leg i € L is decorated with a monomial $2£?.

Each half-edge h € H\ L is decorated with a monomial .

Each edge e € E is decorated with a monomial £¢.

Each vertex in V is decorated with a monomial in the variables {nq.}o+b>2-

Let DGZ’fL be the set of decorated r-weighted prestable graphs. Every
[I,~] € DGy,

determines a class in the Chow cohomology of im;’;;

e [ specifies the degeneration of the curve with twisted structure w at the nodes on L.

e d specifies the degree distribution of L®".

e 1); corresponds to the cotangent line class.

o & =ci(siL®).

o & =c1(sEL®") where s, is the node associated to e.

® Tap = Ta(c1(Wiog)® €1 (LE7)P).

2.6.4. The pull-back map 7j. Let [T',7] € DG} be a decorated prestable graph represent-

The pull-back 7} along

T, M;,A,ﬂ(X5 S) — mZ’fl

is computed by exactly the same rules governing 77. The proof is identical.

ing a Chow cohomology class in smg

LEMMA 4. The pull-back 7} [T',~] is obtained in terms of Chow cohomology classes of
decorated X -valued r-twisted stable graphs by applying the following procedure.

o Replace the degree d(v) € Z of each vertex with all effective classes

Bv) € Hy(X,Z)

c1(S) — a; =d(v),
[ e = a=do)

kv

satisfying

where the sum is over the legs i incident to v. Sum over all choices of 3(v).
e Replace each &; with & + a;1;.
e Replace each class 1y, at each vertex v with

mb—zz() abyghieh

kv k=1
where the sum is again over the legs i incident to v.

All other decorations are kept the same.

2.7. Multiplication in the Chow cohomology of E)ﬁgﬁ

The product in Chow cohomology of the classes of two decorated r-twisted prestable graphs

in DG;,LL is defined in a very similar way to the product of stable graphs carefully described in

the appendix of [26]. We briefly sketch the construction and highlight the differences.
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An edge contraction in an r-twisted prestable graph is defined in the natural way.

e If the edge contraction merges two vertices, the corresponding genera and degrees are
summed.

e If the contracted edge is a loop, the genus of the base vertex increases by 1 and the degree
remains unchanged.

The total degree and twisting conditions are still satisfied after edge contraction in an -
twisted prestable graph.
We define the product of two decorated r-twisted prestable graphs

[C4,val, Ts,78] € DG,

as follows. The product is a (possibly infinite) linear combination of decorated r-twisted
prestable graphs.
We first consider prestable graphs

LeGph
with edges colored by A, B, or both A and B, satisfying the conditions.

(i) After contracting the edges not colored A, we obtain I' 4.
(ii) After contracting the edges not colored B, we obtain I'p.

For each such I', we add decorations by the following rules.

e The monomials ®®¢? on the legs of the graph I' are obtained by multiplying the
corresponding leg monomials on the graphs I'4 and I'p.

e The monomial ¥* on a half-edge colored A only or colored B only is inherited from the
graph 'y or I'p, respectively. On an edge e = (h/,h’) colored both A and B, we take the
product of the monomials on the corresponding edge in the graphs I'4 and I'p and include an
extra factor

_%(wh’ + 7%”)

corresponding to the excess intersection.

e The monomial £* on an edge colored A only or colored B only is inherited from the graph
I'4 or I'p, respectively. On an edge colored both A and B, we take the product of the monomials
on the corresponding edge in the graphs I'4 and I'.

o The factors 7, of the monomials assigned to each vertex v of I'4 (and I'g) are distributed
in all possible ways among the vertices which collapse to v as " is contracted to I'4 (and T'g). In
other words, each factor is assigned to a unique vertex, and we sum over all such assignments.
Each vertex of I' is then marked with two monomials in the variables 7, which we multiply
together.

The product [T 4,7v4] - [['5,v5] is then the sum over all decorated r-twisted prestable graphs
[T, 4] produced by the above construction.

It is important to note that a product of two decorated r-twisted prestable graphs can be
an infinite linear combination of decorated r-twisted prestable graphs. For instance, if we take
the square of the graph with a single vertex of degree 0 and a single loop (and no decorations),
we obtain, among other terms, a sum over all graphs with two vertices of degrees d and —d
connected by two edges. Since the integer d can be chosen arbitrarily, the result is an infinite
linear combination. However, the product of two decorated r-twisted prestable graphs or even
of infinite linear combinations of such graphs, is always well defined because the coefficient of
each graph in the product only involves a finite number of graphs in the factors. Therefore, the
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product rule transforms the vector space of possibly infinite linear combinations of decorated r-
twisted prestable graphs into an algebra which agrees with the product in the Chow cohomology
of oM7L

g.n*

3. GRR for the universal line bundle

3.1. Universal bundles on universal curves over smgg

The universal twisted curve
. g1, L r, L
€ — M
carries a universal line bundle £. Consider a node in a singular fiber of the universal curve.

The kernel of the group morphism ¢ of Section 2.2 acts on the fiber of £ over the node. If the
generator

(1,-1) € pr X pr

of the kernel acts on the fiber of L at the node by €*™%/"  we assign the remainders a and —a
mod 7 to the branches of the curve at the node. Every node in the universal curve therefore
acquires a type: a pair of remainders mod r assigned to the branches meeting at the node (with
vanishing sum mod r). For the line bundle

Z=_L",

the action of the kernel of ¢ is always trivial.

The push-forward L of the sheaf of invariant sections of £ to the coarse universal curve Cg:’;;,
is a rank 1 torsion free sheaf which is described in detail in [15]. The push-forward of the sheaf
of sections of L& to Cg:L is just a line bundle Z.

n
r,L
g,n?

curve CZ’,%- The situation is more interesting for £. Chiodo [14] has proven that there exists
a line bundle

On the bubbly universal curve C we may pull-back the line bundle Z from the coarse

=
L—Cyn

for which the push-forward of the associated sheaf of sections to the coarse curve CiL s L.

However, instead of the simple isomorphism

Z=L® on e/k

g,
we have the more complicated relation
Z=L®"(D) on C;:ﬁ,
where D is a linear combination of the exceptional divisors of the desingularization
&L L
Com = Con
More precisely, a node of type
(a,b) with a4+b=0 (mod r),

gives rise to a chain of r — 1 rational curves in the fiber of the bubbly universal curve. These
rational curves appear in D with coefficients

a, 2a, ..., (b—1)a, ab, (a—1)b, ..., 2b, b,
see [14].
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3.2. Polynomial classes

Ehrhart’s theory states that if we take an n-dimensional polytope A with integer vertices and
a polynomial P(z1,...,2,) in n variables, then the sum of values of P over the integer points
inside rA is a polynomial in r. Actually, the same claim holds for a polynomial P(x1, ..., x,;7)
in n + 1 variables depending explicitly on 7. Similarly to the discussion in the Appendix of [35],
we will use Ehrhart’s theory to prove that a family of cohomology classes on smgﬁ projected
to 93"(5 ,, forms a cohomology-valued Laurent polynomial in 7.

Consider a family of polynomials

{Pp S (C[twh;’ra’ril} }FeDGgZ"'

For each graph I' € DGi n, Pr is a polynomial in the variables twj, where h runs over the
half-edges of I" which are not legs (and Pr is a Laurent polynomial in ). The formal variables
twy, play the role of the variables z; in the previous paragraph.

The family Pr determines a family of Chow cohomology classes on zm;;ﬁ for all 7:
o= Z ZPF (tw(h),r,r_l) - [T, tw],
T tw

where the summation is over all r-twistings tw of all decorated prestable graphs I' € DGi "
which, equivalently, is the set DGg’JLL. Note that we have substituted the value of the twist
tw(h) € {0,...,r — 1} in place of the formal variable twyp,.

We call such families of classes polynomial. We let

val(o) = inf  [val.(Pr) — [E(D)]].

PROPOSITION 5. If o and 8 are two polynomial families of classes of valuations val(«) and
val(B), then the product "o is a polynomial family of classes satisfying

val(af) = val(a) + val(B).

Proof. Let I' be a decorated prestable graph and tw an r-twisting. The coefficient of I" in
the product af is a finite linear combination of coefficients of contractions of I" in « and .
More precisely, the coefficient is a sum over all ways to label the edges of I' with A, B, or AB
and to split every monomial on a leg, edge, or vertex of I into a product of two factors labeled
A and B while keeping a factor

1
LW )
aside for every edge labeled AB. For every such labeling, the contribution to the coefficient of
I is the product of the two corresponding polynomials in tw(h), r, and 7~! times a factor of

r~! for each AB-edge. Therefore the coefficient of I is also a polynomial in tw(h), r, and r~1.
The lowest possible order in r is given by summing the following three degrees.

e val(a) + (number of A-edges and AB-edges) from the coefficient of the A-contraction of
I'in a.

e val(f) + (number of B-edges and AB-edges) from the coefficient of the B-contraction of
T'in .

e —(number of AB-edges) from the excess intersection factor

1 ! 1
—;(1/) + ).

TThe product of two families of Chow cohomology classes is defined by taking the products of the
. r, L
corresponding Chow cohomology classes on My;, for all r.
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The sum of these three degrees is, indeed, val(«) + val(8) + |E(T')|, so the valuation of af3
is the sum of valuations of « and 3 (or larger if the lowest degree terms cancel out). O

PROPOSITION 6. Let o be a polynomial family of classes in the strata algebra of zmgﬁ Let
B be the push-forward of « to the strata algebra of iqu n- Then, for any decorated prestable
graph T € DGi n, the coefficient of I' in 3 is a Laurent polynomial in r of valuation at least

val(a) + 2g — 1, for all sufficiently large r.

Proof. The projection from smg:g to 93?5 ,, sums over all possible twists, which is the analog
of summing the values of a polynomial over integer points in a polytope in Ehrhart’s theory.

For every r-twisting tw of T', the push-forward from the stratum [T, tw] of im;:ﬁ to the
stratum I" of quZ ,» has degree

P Suev (22@)=1) _  29-2h" (D)~ |V(D)]

see the proof of [35, Corollary 4].

The coefficient of T' in 8 is obtained by summing the coefficients of [I',tw] in « over all
r-twistings tw of I'. According to Proposition 3" of the Appendix of [35], the sum is a Laurent
polynomial in 7, for r sufficiently large, with valuation at least

val(a) + |E(T)| + h'(T).

Multiplying the Laurent polynomial by the degree of the push-forward map, we obtain, again,
a Laurent polynomial in r with valuation at least

val(a) + |E(T)| + A (T) + 29 — 2h1(T") — V(I') = val(a) 4+ 29 — 1

as claimed. 0O

3.3. Applying the GRR formula to C"L — 9L

g.n g,n

The bubbly universal curve

. L r,.L
o Coy — My

is representable and proper over sm;,L, . We may apply the Grothendieck—Riemann-Roch (GRR)

formula to compute R, L,
ch (RW*E) = (ch(E) : td(w)).

As before, let D; be the class of the divisor of EZL corresponding to the ith section. Let

n

K = c1(wiog) = 1 (w(iD)), £E= cl(g).

Following the notation of Section 3.1, let D be defined by
Z = L% (D).
Let j be the double covering of the locus of nodes in the singular fibers,

jiA- Ok

The sheets of the covering correspond to the two ways of numbering the branches of the curve at
the node. The domain A carries two cotangent line bundles corresponding to the two branches
of the node. We denote by v; and vs first Chern classes of the two cotangent lines.



DOUBLE RAMIFICATION CYCLES WITH TARGET VARIETIES 1745

Using the above notation, we have:

ch(L) = e*/me P/T,

K ++ D, o1 Bom "'+ 3"t
td - 1 * o )
(ﬂ—) eK 1 };[1 1—eDi +J 2 mz>1 (2m)' V1 + U2

see [14, 20].

LEMMA 7. We have

. (ch(Z)td(w))

K n D, 1 B, VQm—l + V2m—1
_ &/r J &/r—D/r 1 .- 2m Y1 2
T € eK—lil;[ll—e*Di +e +‘7*27§>:1 (2m)! V] + o

Proof. The following intersections vanish in E;ﬁ by the definition of w,e and the fact that
the markings are disjoint from the nodes (before the bubbly resolution and, therefore, also
after the bubbly resolution):

K-A=D,-A=D,;-D=0.
Moreover, since the bubble curve is crepant (see [14]), we have
K-D=0.
The push-forward of the constant term vanishes
m (1) = 0.
The formula is then easily obtained from the above vanishing from GRR. (]
3.4. GRR and polynomiality in r

PROPOSITION 8. The GRR formula for the Chern character chy (R, L) is a polynomial family
with valuation —(k + 1). Its coefficients of lowest degree in r equal

_ _ m gy (h)ktHi—m S
S CE T P s ST g,

. » ml (k+ 1 —m)!
I' with one edge (h,h’) i+j+m=k—1

Proof. The first term in Lemma 7 only involves decorated graphs with a single vertex and
with a single (trivial) weighting. The dependence on r in the first term is only through e¢/" . The
degree k part of the class, obtained by 7 push-forward of the degree k 4+ 1 part, is a Laurent
polynomial in 7 with lowest degree term

p— (k1) W*(gkﬂ) = 7"_(’“+1>770,k+1.

Since the second term in Lemma 7 is supported on A before 7 push-forward, we can write the
result after © push-forward as a sum of contributions of graphs I" with a single edge e = (h, h').
Since the factor €¢/" is then the 7 pull-back of &, the crucial calculation is

2m—1 + V2mfl

1 By, v
—D/T 1 S 2m 1 2 . 1
T« [ € +]* 2 7; (2m)' UL+ vy ( 0)
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Fortunately, the m push-forward (10) was computed by Chiodo in Step 3 of [14, Section 3].
The codimension k part of (10) is equal to a sum over r-weighted prestable decorated graphs
I' with a single edge e = (h, h’) with coefficient

Bjy1(tw(h)/7) i i
" +(k:+1)! iﬂ;ﬂ(il) n - (11)

Here, By (z) is the Bernoulli polynomial defined by

te.’zt tk
= ZB,C(:C)H.

k>0

We see (11) is a polynomial in tw(h), » and 7~ with lowest degree term in 7 given by

g tw(h)H ioi g
_— -1 /. 12
i+j=k—1
The formula for the second term in Lemma 7 is then obtained by multiplying by ef</". O

PROPOSITION 9. The GRR formula for the Chern class ¢,(—Rm.L) is a polynomial family
with valuation —2k. The coefficient of lowest degree in r equals the degree k part of the mixed
degree class

=2k | B(D)|

. 1
FZnL ‘Aut(l—x)‘ JF* H eXp (_277(1)))
eGpt veV(T)
H 1— exp (_ tw(h);w(h, )(wh + ¢h’))
wh + ¢h/ ’

e=(h,h')EE(D)

where n =19 ,2.

Proof. The Chern class ¢, can be expressed as a quasi-homogeneous polynomial in the
Chern characters,

1
cr = —ch¥ +.. .. (13)
k!
By Proposition 5, each monomial M on the right side of (13) is a polynomial family of classes
with valuation at least —(k + deg(M)). Since the monomial of largest degree is

1
k!
the Chern class ¢ is a polynomial family with valuation at least —2k. Since only the lowest
degree coefficient in r of the polynomial class ch; contributes to the lowest degree in r of the

polynomial family cg, the valuation of the latter is exactly —2k.
More precisely, the lowest degree coefficient in

M = —ch¥,

1+ ¢y (=Rm.L) + co(—Rm L) +

is obtained by exponentiating the formula for ch;(—Rn.L) given by Proposition 8 after
changing the sign. A parallel exponentiation is taken in [35, Section 1]. (I
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We will now push-forward the GRR formula of Proposition 9 along the morphism
€: Em;ﬁ — Dﬁg n
from the commutative diagram (8).
COROLLARY 10. The push-forward e,cy,(— R, E) is a Laurent polynomial in r with valuation

2g — 2k — 1 for r sufficiently large. The coefficient of r29~2*—1 is obtained by substituting r = 0
into the polynomial

> X e | 1 eXp(—; (v))

FEGf ,, T-twist tw veV(T)

1—exp <—%w(h’)(?/}h + 1/%/))
Uy, + Y

[I

e=(h,h')EE(T)
and extracting the part of degree k.
Proof. The claim follows directly from Propositions 6, 9, and the calculation:
—2k + |E(T)| + 29 — 20*(T) — V()| — (29 — 2k — 1) = —h'(T) .

While graphs I" € Ggfl in Proposition 9 correspond to classes in the Chow cohomology of zmg o
graphs

z
regy,
here correspond to classes in the Chow cohomology of DﬁgZ n- O

Finally, as proven by Chiodo [13, Proposition 4.3.3] and [14, Lemma 2.2.5], all of the
following three push-forwards yield the same complex on 93”(2”,%.

: . o, L r,L
e Rm. L viam: €pp — My
: .CcnL r,L

e Rm.L viam:Cpy — Mpo.
~os . L r, L
o Rm. L viam:Cpp— Mpo.

Hence, Corollary 10 also holds for Rm, L.
COROLLARY 11. The push-forward e,.cy(—Rm.L) is a Laurent polynomial in r with valuation

2g — 2k — 1 for r sufficiently large. The coefficient of r29~2F=1 is obtained by substituting r = 0
into the polynomial

> |Auhtl(r i | T1 exp(—;n(v)>

reGZ, r-twist tw veV(T)

1- exp <_%(¢h + %u))
wh + wh’

[I

e=(h,h/)EE(T)

and extracting the part of degree k.
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4. Localization analysis

4.1. Overview
Let X be a nonsingular projective variety over C. Let S — X be a line bundle. Let
A= (a1,...,an)

be a vector of double ramification data as defined in Section 1.2,

The double ramification cycle

DRg,Aﬁ (X) € A (Mg,n,/i(X))

is defined via the moduli space of stable maps to rubber M; 4,5(X,5). We prove here the
claim of Theorem 2,

DR%A’g(X) = Pg,Aﬁ S A*(MQ,V,L,B(X)).

Our path follows [35, Section 2].

Theorem 2 for an arbitrary vector A can be deduced from the case where every a; is nonzero
by forgetting the markings with a; = 0. Our proof of Theorem 2 has no mathematical difficulties
when A has zeros, but the discussion then requires separating markings into three types instead
of just positive and negative. For simplicity, we assume every a; is nonzero.

4.2. Target geometry
Denote by P(X, S) the CP'-bundle P(Ox @ S) — X. Following the notation of Section 1.2, let
Dy, Do, C P(X,S5)
be the divisors defined by the projectivizations of the loci
Ox ® {0} and {0} ® S,
respectively. After applying Cadman’s rth root construction [11] to Dy, we obtain a bundle
P(X,S)[r] - X

with fiber given by the orbifold projective line CP* [r] with single orbifold point with stabilizer
Z]rZ.

Denote by M, 4 5(P(X, S)[r]/Duo) the moduli space of stable maps to the orbifold P(X, S)[r]
relative to D. The moduli space parametrizes connected, nodal, twisted curves (C, z1, ..., z,)
of genus ¢ with n markings' together with a map

f:C— P(X,9)[r],

where P(X, S)[r] is an expansion* of P(X, S)[r] along D.. The following conditions are required
to hold over

DOaDoo C P(X7S)[T] :

(i) The stack structure of the domain curve C' occurs only at the nodes over Dy and at
the markings corresponding to positive elements of A (which must be mapped to Dy). The

T As always, the markings are distinct and away from the nodes.

*The expansion has a canonical Dy C P(X,S)[r] from the bulk and a canonical D C P(X, S)[r] from the
last component of the expansion.
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monodromies associated to the latter markings are specified by the parts a; of A at these
markings. More precisely, the monodromies are a; mod r.

(ii) The only points mapped by f to Do, are the markings x; with negative a;. The
multiplicity of Do, at x; is —a;. The map f satisfies the ramification matching condition
over the internal nodes of the expansion P.

(iii) Stability requires the full data (C,x1,...,z,, f, P(X,S)[r]) to have only finitely many
automorphisms.

The moduli space My 4 5(P(X,S)[r]/Ds) has a perfect obstruction theory and a virtual
class of dimension

: AA vir : A vir ai
dime [My,,5(B(X, $)[r)/Doo)] ™" = dime My, s(X S = (9= 1)+ > [2], (14)
see [36, Section 1.1].
We will be most interested in the case where r > >"" | |a;|. The last term in (14) then
vanishes. We refer the reader to [1, 36, 43] for a more detailed definition of the moduli space

of stable relative maps.

4.3. The C*-fixed loci

4.3.1. The C*-action. The standard C*-action over X on the projective bundle P(O &
S) — X, defined by

5 ' [.’II,Z,S] = [Z‘,Z,gs],
lifts canonically to C*-actions on P(X, S)[r] and My 4 s(P(X, S)[r]/Deo)-

4.3.2. Graphs. The C*-fixed loci of M, 4 5(P(X, S)[r]/Dw) are in bijective correspon-
dence with decorated graphs
®=(V,E, L, g:V—=Zsg, :V— HoX,Z), £:V —{0,00}, d: E— Zg)

which satisfy the following six properties.

(i) V is a vertex set with a genus function g, a degree function S, and a label ¢. For
v € V, the degree 3(v) must be an effective! curve class. We also require the genus and degree
conditions to hold:
g= Z g(v) +h'(®) and B= Z B(v).
veEV veEV
(ii) L, the set of legs, is placed in bijective correspondence with the n markings.
e Legs marked ¢ with a; > 0 are incident to vertices labeled 0.
e Legs marked ¢ with a; < 0 are incident to vertices labeled oo.
(iii) E is the edge set. For e € E, the edge degree d. corresponds to the d.-th power map
CP'[r] — CP'[r].
(iv) @ is a connected graph, and ® is bipartite with respect to labeling ¢: Every edge is
incident to a 0O-labeled vertex and an co-labeled vertex.
(v) If £(v) = 0, denote by A(v) the list of integers formed by the values a; for the legs i

incident to v and by the values —d. for the edges e incident to v. For every such vertex v, we
impose the condition

|[A(v)] :/ ¢1(S) mod r,
B(v)

where |A(v)| is the sum of the elements of A(v).

TEffective here includes the class 0 € H?(X,Z).
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(vi) If £(v) = oo, denote by A(v) the list of integers formed by the values a; for the legs
1 incident to v and by the values d. for the edges e incident to v. For every such vertex, we
impose the condition

A@w) :/ﬁ( ).

To every 0O-labeled vertex v of ®, we assign the space ﬂg(v)}A(v)ﬁ(v) (X, S). We will use the
notation

M, = Mgy, a@),600) (X5 5)-
As explained in Section 2.3, the forgetful map
M, — mg(y),n(v),ﬁ(v) (X)

is a finite map of degree 729~ 1. The virtual fundamental class [M.]¥"" of M, is of dimension

p—

dim¢ {Mv} = dimc¢ Wg(v),n(w),ﬂ('u)(X)]

vir

= (3 —dim(X))(g(v) — 1) + n(v) +//3( )cl(X).

A C*-fixed relative stable map with vector A = (aq,...,a,),
f:(Cxy,...,xn) = P(X,S)[r]/Ds
takes two basic forms.

e If the target does not expand, then the stable map has a finite number of preimages of
D, which correspond precisely to the markings ¢ with a; < 0. Each such pre-image is then
described by an unstable vertex of ® decorated by oo.

e If the target expands, then C contains a possibly disconnected subcurve mapping to the
rubber P(X,S) — with no orbifold structure at Dy in the rubber. The ramification in the
rubber over Dy is specified by the degrees d. of the edges of ®, and the ramification over
D, is specified by the negative elements of A. The ramification in the rubber occurs over Dy
and is specified by the negative elements of A over D,. Every oo-labeled vertex v describes a
connected component of the rubber map. We will denote the moduli space of stable maps to
rubber by M__.

In the second case above, let g(co) be the genus of the possibly disconnected domain of the
rubber map, n(co) the total number of legs and edges adjacent to co-labeled vertices, and 3(c0)

their total degree. The virtual fundamental class [M__]¥"" has dimension

dime [M2]"™" = dime [My(oo).n (o) 500 (X))

vir

— g(00)
= (3 — dim(X))(g(o0) — 1) + n(oo) + /,8(:)0) c1(X) — g(o00).
The image of the virtual fundamental class [M__]""* in the moduli space of (not necessarily
connected) stable maps to X is denoted by DR.
4.3.3. Unstable vertices. A vertex v € V(®) is unstable if S(v) = 0 and 2g(v) — 2+ n(v) <

0. There are four types of unstable vertices.

(i) £(v) =0, g(v) =0, v carries no markings and one incident edge.
(ii) ¢(v) =0, g(v) =0, v carries no markings and two incident edges.
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(iii) ¢(v) =0, g(v) =0, v carries one marking and one incident edge.
(iv) £(v) = o0, g(v) =0, v carries one marking and one incident edge.

The target of the stable map expands if and only if there is at least one oo-labeled
stable vertex.

A stable map in the C*-fixed locus corresponding to ® is obtained by gluing together maps
associated to the vertices v € V(®) with Galois covers associated to the edges. Denote by
VY (@) the set of O-labeled stable vertices of ®. Then the C*-fixed locus corresponding to @ is
isomorphic to the product

[1 M, x M.

o, if the target expands,
veVY (@)

Mg =
I1 ./\/l:, if the target does not expand,
veVY (@)

quotiented by the automorphism group of ® and the product of cyclic groups Z4, associated
to the Galois covers of the edges.
The natural morphism corresponding to @,

v Mg = My ap(P(X, S)[r]/Ds),

is of degree

Aut(®)]- [] de

ecE(D)

onto the image t(Mag).
LEMMA 12. For r sufficiently large, the unstable vertices of type (i) and (ii) cannot occur.

Proof. 'We define 8’ € Hy(X,Z) to be an effective summand of 3 if both 8’ and 8 — 3’ are
effective cycle classes (including 0). Let b be the maximum of | |, g c1(S) ] over all effective
summands of 5. Further, let

be the sum of the positive elements of the vector A. Assume
r > 2(ay +b).

Let By (respectively, S ) be the sum of degrees of all vertices of ® with label 0 (respectively,
00), SO

‘We then have

a_,_—/ﬁocl(S): > de.

By our choice of r, we have }__ pq) de <7/2.
At each 0-labeled stable vertex v € V(®), the condition

Za,;—/ CI(S):Zde mod r

ikv B(w) etv
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holds by the conditions on the graph ®. By our choice of 7, both the absolute value of .,  a; —
fﬁ(v) c1(S) and ), de are less than r/2. Therefore, the equality mod r is actually an exact
equality:

Zai—/ => d.. (15)

kv ﬁ(v ekv

For an unstable vertex of type (i) or (ii), we have both >, , a; = 0 and S(v) = 0. The sum
of the degrees of edges adjacent to such a vertex then vanishes by (15). However, the degree
of every edge is a positive integer and the graph ® is connected. The resulting contradiction
implies that there are no unstable vertices of types (i) and (ii). O

4.4. Localization formula

We write the C*-equivariant Chow ring of a point as
Az (o) = Qlt],

where t is the first Chern class of the standard representation.

For the localization formula, we will require the inverse of the C*-equivariant Euler class
of the virtual normal bundle in M, 4 3(P(X, S)[r]/Do) to the C*-fixed locus corresponding
to ®. Let

f:(Cimy,...,x,) = P(X,9)[r], [f] € Ma,
where P(X,S)[r] is a possible expansion of P(X, S)[r] along D... Denote by
T — P(X,9)[r]

the tangent line bundle to the fiber of P(X, S)[r] — X. For simplicity, we will also denote by
T the pull-back of T from P(X, S)[r] to the expansion P(X,S)[r]. The formula for the inverse
Euler class can then be written as:
1 _ e(HY(C, f*T(—Dw))) 1 1
e(Norm*™) — e(H(C, f*T(=D))) [T, e(Ni) e(Noo) |
Several aspects of Formula (16) require explanation. To start, we assume that r is sufficiently

large (using Lemma 12) to exclude the presence of unstable vertices of types (i) and (ii) in ®.
To compute the leading factor of (16),

e(H'(C, [*T(~Dx)))
e(HO(C, f*T(=Dx)))’
we use the normalization exact sequence for the domain C' tensored with the line bundle

J*T(—Dx). The associated long exact sequence in cohomology decomposes the leading factor
into a product of vertex, edge, and node contributions.

(16)

(17)

e Let v € V(®) be a stable vertex over Dy C P(X,.S)[r] corresponding to a moduli space

M, = My 4,80 (X, S).

v

The orbifold universal curvet

r,orb
:Cyl 2(v),A(v),Bv) M g(v),A(v),B(v)

fThe moduli space ﬂ: 4,5(X) may be considered with the universal curve Cy a,p of Section 2.6.2 or with

the orbifold universal curve C; Or% While C AB has orbifold structure only at the nodes of the fibers, C" (X%
has orbifold structure both at the markmgs xz; and at the nodes. A full discussion of the differences w111 be

given in Section 4.5.4.
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carries an orbifold line bundle £°™ (the 7th root of the pull-back of S) which is the pull-back
of T to the universal curve. Therefore, the contribution

e(H'(Cy, f*T(~Dx))

e(HO (01)7 f*T(_DOC))

yields the class
e((_Rﬂ_*Eorb) ® O(l/r)) — ((_Rﬂ_*corb) ® 0(1/r))

in A*(M) ® Qlt, 1], where O*/") is a trivial line bundle with a C*-action of weight % and
rk = g(v) — 1+ [E(v)]

is the virtual rank of —Rm.L°P. Unstable 0-labeled vertices of type (iii) contribute factors
of 1. Since the restriction of T(—Dy,) to Dy is trivial, the co-labeled vertices also contribute
factors of 1.

e The edge contribution is trivial since the degree d? of f*T(—Ds) is less than 1, see [36,
Section 2.2].

e The contribution of a node N over Dy is trivial. Indeed, the space of sections
H(N, f*T(—Ds,)) vanishes because N must be stacky, and H(N, f*T(—Dy,)) is trivial for
dimension reasons. Nodes over D, contribute 1.

Consider next the last two factors of (16),

_ 1 1
Hi e(N;) e(NOO).

e The product [, e(N;)~! is over the nodes that correspond to half-edges of the graph ®
adjacent to a O-labeled vertex. If N is a node corresponding to an edge e € E(®) and the
associated vertex v is stable, then

E(N) — t+e\;:((ijl(s)) _ %

(18)
The factor corresponds to the smoothing of the node N of the domain curve: e(N) is the first
Chern class of the normal line bundle of the divisor of nodal domain curves. The first Chern
classes of the tangent lines to the branches at the node are divided by r because of the orbifold
twist, see Section 2.2.

In the case of an unstable vertex of type (iii), the associated edge does not produce a node
of the domain. The type (iii) edge incidences do not appear in []; e(N;) ™ .

e N, corresponds to the expansion of the target P(X,S)[r] over Ds. The factor e(Nu) is
1 if the target (P(X, S)[r]/Ds) does not expand and

t+ Uy

e(No) = =t Poc
HeEE(@) de

if the target expands.

Here, W, is the first Chern class of a line bundle defined as follows. Consider a point of the
moduli space M, 4 5(P(X, S)[r]/ Do) where the target expands. For the target over the point,
the divisor along which the target expands carries tangent line bundles to the two components
of the target. The tensor product of these two line bundles is a trivial line bundle. Thus the
tensor product is the pull-back of a line bundle N over the divisor of My 4 5(P(X,S)[r]/De)
where the target expands, and U, is the first Chern class of N. See [43] for more details.
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The virtual class of M, 4 5(P(X, S)[r]/Ds) can be written in terms of the C*-fixed point
loci by the virtual localization formula [25]:

vir 1 1 L [M@}Vir
¥ O S P) ™ = 3 i ()

ecE(D) de

in A*(Mg,4,8(P(X,S)[r]/Ds)) ® Q[t, +]. Our analysis of the inverse Euler class of the virtual
[ﬂq)]vir
e(NormVir)

normal bundle yields the following contributions to associated to the graph ®.

e A factor
)g(v)HE(v)ld

r orb t
[ w2 ca-Art (4

ecE(v) d=0

for each stable vertex v € V(®) over 0, where E(v) is the set of edges incident to v.
o A factor

_HeEE(<I>) de .
b+ Yoo

if the target expands, where DR, is the virtual class of the moduli space of map to the rubber
over D..

DR,

4.5. The formula for the DR-cycle

4.5.1. Three operations. We will now perform three operations on the localization formula
(19) for the virtual class [M, 4 5(P(X,S)[r]/Doo)]V'":

(i) The C*-equivariant push-forward via
€: Mg.a,5(P(X, 9)[r]/Doc) = Mg s(X) (20)

to the moduli space M, ,, 5(X) of stable maps to X with trivial C*-action.
(i) Extraction of the coefficient of t~! after push-forward by e...
(iii) Extraction of the coefficient of 70.

After push-forward by e,, the coefficient of t~' is equal to 0 because
ex[Mg,a,5(B(X, S)[r]/Doc)]™ € Ac(Mgn,5(X)) @ Q[t].

Using Proposition 9, all terms of the t~! coefficient will be seen to be polynomials in 7, so
operation (iii) will be well defined. After operations (i)—(iii), only two nonzero terms will
remain. The cancellation of the two remaining terms will prove Theorem 2.

To perform (i)—(iii), we multiply the e-push-forward of the localization formula (19) by ¢ and
extract the coefficient of t°7°. To simplify the computations, we introduce the new variable

s =tr.

Then, instead of extracting the coefficient of t°r°, we extract the coefficient of s97Y.

4.5.2. Push-forward to M, 5(X). For each vertex v € V(®), following the notation of
Section 4.3.2, we have

——T ——T

My = Mg),40),50)-
As in diagram (8), we denote by

€1 M, = My(w) v 500) (X) (21)
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the morphism obtained by forgetting the rth root line bundle. The maps € in (20) and (21) are
compatible. Denote by

¢y = r272O e cy(—~Rm, L) € AN Moy nv), peo) (X)) (22)

By Corollary 10, ¢4 is a polynomial in r for r sufficiently large.
We now write the inverse Euler class of the virtual normal bundle for the C*-fixed point
locus associated to the graph ®after push-forward along

€ : Myns(P(X,8)[r]/Daoc) = Mg.np(X)
in terms of s=rt. The analysis of Section 4.4 yields the following contributions to

[ﬂq)]vir

Exlx e(Normvir) *

o A factor

r d ) S vir
< - - B Y Cas® T [ M) n) 500 (X))]
L CIC =P g

— 1
€ As(My(v)n(v),80) (X)) ® Q [s, S]

for each stable vertex v € V(®) over 0.
o A factor

v Mecey e

DR
s 1+1¥,

if the target degenerates.

For the first factor, we have used the compatibility of the virtual classes

€ {ﬂﬂ = 127 [My(w)n(w).5(0) (X)]

proven in [4, Theorem 6.8].

vir

4.5.3. Extracting coefficients. From (19) and the contribution calculus for ® presented in
Section 4.5.2, we have a complete formula for the C*-equivariant push-forward of ¢ times the
virtual class:

. . vir _i 1 1 e [ﬂ(b}vir
e (¥4 5P S D) = 2+ 2 g = (- ) e

c€E(D) d (Normm)

Extracting the coefficient of r°. By Corollary 10, the classes ¢, are polynomial in 7 for r
sufficiently large. We have an r in the denominator in the prefactor on the right side of (23)
which comes from the multiplication by ¢ on the left side. However, in all other factors, we
only have positive powers of r, with at least one r per 0-labeled vertex of the graph and one
more 7 if the target degenerates. The only graphs ® which contribute to the coefficient of 79
are those with exactly one r in the numerator. There are only two graphs which have exactly
one r factor in the numerator.

e The graph @' with a 0-labeled stable vertex of full genus g and an oo-labeled unstable
vertex of type (iv) for each negative element of A.

e The graph ®” with a stable co-labeled vertex of full genus g and a 0O-labeled unstable
type (iii) vertex for each positive element of A.
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No terms involving ev*(c;1(S)), ¥ or ¥, classes contribute to the 7° coefficient of either
®’ or ®” since every ¢ class in the localization formula comes with an extra factor of r. The
homology class associated with ®” is, by definition, the double ramification cycle DRy 4 5(X).
We can now write the r” coefficient of the right side of (23) as

|Aut| - Coefl,o [e* (t[mg,A,ﬁ(]P)(X, S)[r], DOO)]Vir)]

= Coeff,0{ S @570 - [Myus(X)]™ b — DRyas(X) (24)

d>0
in A*(ﬂgyn,g(){)) ® QJs, %] Here, |Aut| = |[Aut(®’)]| = |Aut(®”)| = 1.
Extracting the coefficient of s'.  The remaining powers of s in (24) appear only in the classes

¢4 (in the contribution of the graph ®’). In order to obtain s, we must take d = g,

|Aut| - Coeffyo,0 [e. (({Mg,4,5(B(X, S)[r], Doo)]"'™)]

= Coeff,o {&  [Myn,s(X)]™} = DRyas(X) (25)

in A, (My.,5(X)).

4.5.4. Proof of Theorem 2. Since Coeffo,0[e.(t{My 4,5(P(X,S)[r], Doo)]''")] vanishes, we
can rewrite equality (25) as

DRy,4,5(X) = Coeffyo [re.cy(~Rm.£7)  [Myns(X)] "] € A (Myns(X)).  (26)

Here, we have used the definition (22) of ¢,
G, = re.cy(—Rm LO).
What is the relationship between the line bundle

E on m: C;,A,ﬂ — ﬂ27A76(X)
considered in Section 2.6.2 and the line bundle

or r,orb A"

Lo on Colap — M, 4 5(X)

which appears in (26) here? The definitions are slightly different.

e C, 4 s has orbifold structure only at the nodes of the fibers.

o L= fS(= 0, aimy).
C;CX% has orbifold structure both at the markings z; and at the nodes.

° Lorb _ f*T )
The universal curve Cy 4 4 is the coarsification along the markings x; of C;i{% By considering
the sheaf of invariant sections of £°™ on C;" 4,50 We obtain an rth root of

KT

A Z ai:m;—Z(r—de)ze =f*5<—i:ai:ci> R0O0c| — Z T
i=1

i|ai>0 ecE i|ai<0
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So the rth roots corresponding to £ and the coarsification of £°™P are related simply by the
factor Oc(—3_;|,, <o zi) which yields a shift

Em &= Y D
’1:‘(“<0
in the study of £ in Section 3. The lowest r terms of
cg(—Rm.L) and cy(—Rm. L)

are therefore equal, and we can apply Corollary 11 to calculate
Coeftyo [re.cy(~Rm. £7) - [My0,(X)]™] € Au(Wy05(X)).

Corollary 11 gives the coefficient of r~! of €,c,(—Rm, L) in the Artin stack 97, . The answer
is obtained by the r = 0 restriction of the degree g part of

1
> Yt | I ew(-50)
reGZ,, r-twisttw veV(T)
H 1—exp (—*ﬂl(h);}(h ) (¥n + 1%’))
Vn + Yw

e=(h,h’")eE(T)

By applying Lemma 3, we can calculate the pull-back of the class in Mg, 3(X). After
interpreting the twists as weights, we obtain the r = 0 restriction of the degree g part of

’/‘_hl (F) ' n 1 ) 1
Z [Aut(D)] /T HeXP (2% (I ai§i> H exp (—Qn(v))
FGGg_’n,ﬁ(X) =1 veV(T)

wEWT

1- eXp( W) (), + ))
H Uy, + P

e=(h,h/)EE(T)

The result is exactly the formula for the X-valued DR-cycle claimed in Theorem 2.

5. Applications

5.1. A topological view

Let X be a nonsingular projective variety with a line bundle S — X, and let
P(Ox®S) —» X

be the canonically associated CP'-bundle over X with 0-divisor Dy and co-divisor D

Localization with respect to the fiberwise C*-action immediately leads to a calculation of
the Gromov—Witten theory of P(Ox @ S) in terms of the Gromov—Witten theory of X and the
class

c1(S) € Hy(X,Z).
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In [43], an effective procedure was given to compute the Gromov—Witten invariants of the
associated rubber geometry and the three relative geometries

in terms of the Gromov—Witten theory of X and the class ¢;(S). The results may be viewed
as analogues in Gromov—Witten theory of the Leray-Hirsch Theorem.

A basic consequence of the X-valued DR-cycle formula of Theorem 2 is a much stronger
result on the level of Gromov—Witten classes (not invariants).

PRroOPOSITION 13. The X-valued DR-cycle formula calculates the push-forward to the
moduli space of maps to X of the virtual fundamental classes of the moduli spaces of stable
maps to

P(Ox & S)/Dy , P(Ox@®8)/De , P(Ox @ S)/DoU Du (27)

in terms of tautological classes and c1(S) € A'(X).

Proof. Theorem 2 provides a formula for the push-forward to the moduli space of maps to
X of the virtual fundamental classes of moduli space of maps to rubber in terms of tautological
classes and

c1(S) € AH(X).

To apply Theorem 2, we localize the equivariant virtual fundamental classes of the moduli
spaces of stable maps to the three relative geometries (27) with respect to the fiberwise C*-
action. The C*-fixed contributions are either absolute or relative. The virtual localization
formula [25] on the absolute side is already of the desired form. On the relative side, after
removing the cotangent line via the rubber calculus [43, Section 1.5], the desired form is
provided by Theorem 2. O

While [43] provides an algorithm for calculating the Gromov—Witten invariants of the relative
geometries (27), the complexity of the method is not practical for calculations’. On the other
hand, Theorem 2 may be used effectively for calculation.

In case X is a point, exact calculations using Pixton’s formula were presented in [35,
Section 3| for Hodge classes and Hodge integrals. In Section 5.2 below, an application of
Theorem 2 is presented where X is the resolution of the surface A,-singularity.

5.2. Resolution of surface singularities

5.2.1. Gromov-Witten invariants of X,. Maulik [41] computed the Gromov-Witten
invariants of the toric surface X, obtained by resolving the surface As-singularity. We briefly
review the geometry of the problem and refer the reader to [41] for a more detailed treatment.

The resolution of the Ap-singularity is a nonsingular quasi-projective surface X, with /¢
exceptional divisors. The intersection pairing of the divisors is given by the Cartan matrix C
of the Lie algebra A,. For a simply laced Lie algebra, the Cartan matrix is given by

Cii=-2, Cy=1

if vertices ¢ and j in the Dynkin diagram are connected by an edge.

There is a (C*)?-action on the resolution X, of the A,-singularity which leaves every
exceptional divisor invariant. We denote by t; and ¢y the corresponding equivariant weights.
Because X/ is a holomorphic symplectic variety, the ordinary Gromov-Witten invariants of Xp

TThe results, however, have been used for theoretical purposes, see (51, 53].
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vanish except in degree 0. Maulik computed the reduced Gromov-Witten invariants which
correspond to (t; + t3)-coefficient of the (C*)2-equivariant Gromov-Witten invariants of Xj.
The (t1 + t2)-coefficient is the lowest nonvanishing coefficient.

THEOREM 14 [41]. Let a be a root, let 8 = da € H2(X,,Z) be a nonzero curve class, and
let

Wi, ..., wp € HX(X,,Z)

be divisor classes. Let by,...,b, > 0 and cy,...,cq > 0 be integers subject to the dimensional
constraint

p q
Zbi+zcj:g+Q~
i=1 j=1

Then, we have

Xy, red

£ ! o RCgtpta—3) e,
<i1:[17bi(wi)jl:[fc"(1)>  (29+p-3) @

9,p+4,8
P b,
1 (2
1w (2b; +1 ( 2) (0, wi)

z:l

11[ (=D 1\
(2¢, — I\ 2 '

If B is not a multiple of a root or if the dimensional constraint is not satisfied, then the
invariant vanishes.

5.2.2. The DR-cycle. The rank of the Cartan matrix for A, is . The dimension of the
equivariant cohomology of X, is £+ 1, and the Poincaré intersection form is given by an
extension of the Cartan matrix C:

( 11) 0

p+1)tits

= . 28
! ( 0 C’> (28)

Let A= (ai,...,a,) be a vector of integers satisfying > " ;a; =0. Let 8# 0. We can
compute the reduced rubber Gromov—Witten invariant

n red
<H To(wi) - DRy, 4,5(X¢, OXZ)> (29)

i=1

using the formula of Theorem 2 for the X,-valued DR-cycle. The intersection number (29) is,
by definition, the coefficient of ¢; + t5 in the corresponding equivariant intersection (the lowest
nonvanishing coefficient).

LEMMA 15. The only X,-valued stable graphs which contribute to the coefficient of t1 + t
are graphs with one vertex.

Proof. The (C*)2-equivariant Gromov—Witten invariant associated to a vertex v of the graph
I’ with 5(v) # 0 is a polynomial divisible by ¢; + ¢2 since X, is holomorphic symplectic. By
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formula (28) for 7, an edge of I contributes either a constant, if the markings at the half-edges
are divisors, or a factor of

(p+ D)tits,

if the markings at the half-edges are equal to 1.

For a vertex v of I with 3(v) = 0, a more careful study using the (C*)?-localization formula
for the degree 0 Gromov-Witten invariants of X is required. The (C*)2-invariant locus in X,
consists of £ + 1 points. The tangent weights at the kth point are

ak(tl,tg) = (p + 2 — k)tl — (k - 1)t2, —O[k+1(t1,t2) = (k —p— 1)t2 + ktg (30)
and satisfy the equation
ap — Op+1 =11 + 2.

For a divisor class w of Xy, we denote by w(k)(tl, to) the restriction of w to the kth invariant
point in (C*)2-equivariant cohomology. The restriction w*)(¢,t5) is a linear combination of
o and ag41. o o
The (C*)2-fixed locus of M () n(v),8(0)=0(X¢) is the union of £+ 1 copies of Mg(y)n(v)
corresponding to constant maps to the £ + 1 invariant points. The contribution of the kth copy
to the (C*)2-equivariant integral
p q Xe
(1T T
=1 J=1 g(v), n(v)=p+q, (v)=0

equals
p
1
i=1

Qf Oy

/ HT/) H Vs A () A (—apq). (31)

i=1 j=1
Mg (o) ,n(v)=pta

Here, we use the notation
AV(a) = as®) — 81N 4.4 (=1)80) )

The weights oy, agy1, and wfk) are linear forms in ¢; and ts.

By formula (30), the weights «; and 41 are never proportional to t; + to. Thus, the
(t1 + t2)-valuation of the rational function (31) is nonnegative. In other words, every vertex v
of T' of nonzero degree has (t; + t2)-valuation at least one, while every edge and degree zero
vertex has ({1 + t2)-valuation at least zero. Since we are interested in the coefficient of ¢ + to
of the result, there can be only one vertex of nonzero degree, and we can restrict ourselves to
the (¢1 4 t2)-valuation zero part of every degree zero vertex contribution.

We can extract the (t; + t2)-valuation zero part of (31) by substituting

g(v)-

ti=t, to=—Lt
In particular, then aj, = —ay41 and hence, by Mumford’s identity [44] for Hodge classes,
Av(ak)Av(_OékJrl) _ (_l)g(v)aig(v).
Thus, the contribution (31) simplifies to

(—1))=1250)- Hw“‘) / Hw prﬂ, (32)

Mooy m(wy=pta

(k)

where aj, and w; ~ are now linear forms in ¢.
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The contribution (32) is a Laurent monomial in ¢ of degree 2g — 2+ p. In the total
contribution of the graph I', we will have a product of these monomials over the genus 0
vertices and also a product of monomials

—(p+1)t?

over the edges carrying the class 1 on both half-edges. We distribute the edge factor t? to the
two adjacent vertices, one factor of ¢ for each vertex. For the invariant (29), all legs of I" carry
divisors. Hence, every half-edge carrying the class 1 contributes a factor of ¢ to the monomial.
Every degree 0 vertex therefore contributes a factor of

$28(v)=24p+a — 428(v)=2+4n(v)

By the stability condition, for a degree 0 vertex, the integer 2g(v) — 2 + n(v) is positive. Every
degree 0 vertex thus contributes a monomial factor of positive degree. A product of such factors
can never have a constant term. We conclude that there are no degree 0 vertices and, as claimed,
only one vertex of nonzero degree. O

We are ready now to compute the reduced rubber Gromov—Witten invariant

n red
<H70<wi) -DRg,a,5(Xy, Oxe)> )

i=1

For the computation, we will need two identities.

LEMMA 16. We have
22n+1

1
HZ::n Qi+ D2+ 1) 2n+2)l

Proof. After multiplying the left side by (2n + 2)!, we obtain the well-known sum of odd
binomial coefficients. O

The Bernoulli number are defined by the following generating series:

o
tm t

E B,,— = )
m! et —1

m=0

We define the functions S(¢) and G(t) by
_ sin(t/2) _ (=1
SO ==~ }; @ryie

/ 1"

— _1 By (_1)C (_1)c 2¢
G(t) = 9 Z 2 Z ) (2¢/ +1)14¢ (2¢" + 1) 4¢” t

c=1 c'+c=c—

(;BQC t2c
:Z(_l) 2¢ (20)V

c=1

The last equality follows from Lemma 16.
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LEMMA 17. We have S(t) = e9(").

Proof. The verification is straightforward:

H(10g(S())) = t(logsﬁ(/g/ 2))

b2 <§cos(t/2) gsin(t/Q))

sin(t/2) t/2  (t/2)?

%cot(t/Q) -1

_ it + E _ 1
Teit—1 2
t2b
= 1)°B
> (=1)"Bay o)
b>1
= tG'(t). 0

We now substitute the formula of Theorem 2 for the DR-cycle in (29). Since only graphs
with a single vertex contribute, we obtain the following sum over the number £ of loops:

Sem X ¥ ZH( )

k>0 bi,...,bn c+c '=c1—1 'ul Vi
C1,-- 7(k

LoV

Ck""ck*(?k 1 lk k

k red

Fl g—k.p

In the above sum, c;- and c;-’ are the powers of the 1-classes at the branches of the jth node.
The indices p and v run over a basis of (C*)?-equivariant divisor classes of X, and n*” is the
inverse of the Poincaré intersection form 7, .

In fact, we can restrict the range of ;1; and v; in the diagonal splitting by one. Indeed,

"t = (p+ Dtits,

while we are interested in the coefficient of ¢ 4+ t5. We can therefore replace the inverse of 7
by the inverse of the Cartan matrix C' and write (C~1)*” instead of n*”.

Next, we apply Maulik’s formula of Theorem 14 to the reduced Gromov—Witten invariants
which appear and use our definitions of the generating series S and G, We conclude that (29)
equals

n n k
2 o) 3 g 1 (_H 8<ait>> (2g<t> S (o,w) (€ (e m) .

i=1 k>0 8%

Since Zﬂvy(a,w#)(C’l)‘“’(a,wy) = (o, ) = —2, the formula simplifies to

o3  [(ewws) - 2%]{' [29] (H S(aﬁ)) (—46(t)"
: i=1

i=1 k>0
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= @75 T (a,wi) - 2] (HS at ) exp(—2G(t))

i=1

T [, S(ait)
_ J2g4+n—3 . 2g i=1
=d H(aawz) ’ [t ] S(t)2 :
i=1

The final equality coincides! with [41, Proposition 3.6] except for the automorphism factors of
the partitions (omitted here since we have numbered our marked points).

The same calculation as above using the formula of Theorem 2 for the DR-cycle yields the
following more general evaluation for the rubber theory over X,.

THEOREM 18. Let S — X, be a (C*)?-equivariant line bundle on X,. Let o be a root, let
B =da € Ho(Xy,Z) be a nonzero curve class, and let

A=(a,...,an)

be a vector of integers satisfying

Zai = /501(5)

Then, we have the evaluation

n red " . |
<11:[1 To(w;i) - DRy, 4,8(Xe, S)> — J2otn—3 g(mwi) ) [tZQ]W-

Proof. Since S — X is now not necessarily trivial, Theorem 2 has additional &; terms at
the markings and 7.(£?) terms at the vertices. Lemma 15 still holds since the changes in the
DR-cycle formula due to the line bundle S play no role in the argument. The k-loop summation
for

n red
<H70(wi) DRy, 4.5(X, S)>

=1

is again

LD SRS ZH( o

k=0 bi,....bn ) +cf _01 1 H
Cl,...4Ck . l/
ck—o—ck _ck 1 ’u)‘ k

k k red

n a2 n
XH /2 H 1/2 1/%' <HTb (%3 H w“ T(// wl, )> .
=t =1 g—k.B

The extra &; and 7. (£?) terms produce additional factors of the equivariant parameters (and
hence do not affect the reduced invariants). The evaluation of the k-loop formula is then just
as before. O

5.2.3. Remarks. Maulik’s evaluation of the reduced rubber invariants (29) played a crucial
role in establishing the GW/DT/PT correspondences for toric 3-folds, see [42, 52]. His
calculation of (29) in the case of A; relied on the evaluation of the stationary theory of CP*

tThe result is also stated in [41, Proposition 3.1] where the factor [[{, (v, w;) is forgotten.
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in [46, 47]. Using Maulik’s A; argument in the reverse direction, Theorem 2 via Theorem 18
provides a completely new DR derivation of the stationary Gromov-Witten theory of CP'.
Theorem 18 is also new. The DR-cycle for the rubber

P(OXE D S) — Xy

constructed from the line bundle S — X, had not been considered before. The DR perspective
puts all the rubber theories over X, on the same footing.

5.3. The tautological ring of the moduli of stable maps

Pixton’s formula for the standard DR-cycle leads to relations in the tautological ring of M, ,,
first conjectured by Pixton [55] and later proven by Clader and Janda [17]. After defining an
appropriate strata algebra and tautological ring for the moduli space of stable maps MW, s(X),
Bae [5] uses the formula of Theorem 2 for the X-valued DR-cycle to construct tautological
relations in the Chow theory of M, ,, 5(X), a rich new direction of study.

5.4. Universal Abel-Jacobi theory on the Picard stack

The classifying space of the group C* is CP*. If we take the CP"-valued DR-cycle in the
limit N — oo, we may hope that the result, suitably interpreted, is a universal DR-cycle on
the moduli space of line bundles on curves. The required universal Abel-Jacobi theory on
the Picard stack is developed in [6]. The calculation of the universal DR-cycle there is both
motivated by and dependent on our calculation of CP" -valued DR-cycles. The circle of ideas,
also using [33], leads to the proof of the formulas for the loci of holomorphic and meromorphic
differentials in M, ,, conjectured in the Appendix of [24].
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