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Chapter I

Introduetion

History and ethnography testify to the great age and
wide distribution of gambling as a culture trait. Among
early historie peoples gambling was a popular sctivity. In
biblical timee 1t was common and there are old Testament
references to the drawing of lots for wvarious purposes,
There is considerable evidence also of the existence of
gambling among the peoples of anelent Egypt, Babylonla and
Mesopotamia, Tacitue describes vividly the pasasion for
gambling among the early Germanic peoples, and Schuster,
the historian, cites many cases of Germans staking freedom,
wife and children, the clothee on thelr backs, 1ife itself
and sometimes even their souls galvation on a turn of
chance.l

In primitive soclety, as well, gambling is widespread,
The American Indian was an inveterate gambler. Lowle tells
of instances where in pames of pure chance an Indlan'would
gamble away all his possessions, and sometimes even his Qifa
and soalp, Eskimos are sald to sometimes wager their very
lives on the outcome of a contest or game, Walays and
Polynesians wager their arm and leg bonee after death, and

sometimes their vwhole body in games of chamu,2

1. Sumner and Keller, The Science of Society, vol., IT, pp.
F37-770, Yale University Preess, New Maven, 1927.

» Ds 169, Farrar and Rinehart,




Nor has this passgion for gambling subsided in modern
times, The statistiés on race track betting stand as elo-
quent testimony of this. In 1932 on the four major race
tracks of Maryland the total wagerinz for the 92 days of
the racing season exceeded $35,000,000, At Hialeah Park,
Florida in the same year the betting averaged #100,000 a
day for the racing season, The United States Popt OffTice
Department estimated that between the years 1931-1934
foreign lotteries took over #3,000,000,000 from the United
States, The famous Irish sweepstakes have an annual income
of #15,000,000, In England the income from greyhouﬁd racing
alone 1s sufficient to permit the operators to pay oné and
one-half million annually in prizes, Althougzh gambling at
the famous Casino of lVonte Carlo has fallen off considerably
in recent years, its income is still in the millions, In
the years prior to the war, the average annual income was
over £10,000,000,1

Nunmber gambling represents another version of this age
0ld diesposition of man, It ie a form of gambling which in
the decade since 1929 hae developed into one of our major
forma of organized vice, Its true extent ecan not be ac-
curately determined for like all underworld activities it

thrives on secrecy. There are, however, some figures

1. Dayton Stoddart, "Millions and Wurder", Today, Dec, 8,
1934, Deo, 22, 1934, :



available which if used with caution may serve as a fair
index of its extent, let us examine some of these figures
briefly, It is estimated that from 1932 until his viclent
end in 1935 "Duteh" Schultz, probably the country's largest
operator, had an average gross incowe of #25,000 a day,
making a total of #27,375,000 for the three year period in
whieh he reigned,l An examination of the books of Benny
Mason, the notorious Cleveland number baron, indicted for
income tax evasion revealed a gross income of ﬁ1;300,000
for the year 1933, TFor the country as a whole the annual
income from the number games his been variously estimated
from {300,000,0002 to #1,000,000,000,> In Detroit,the
city with which thie essay is primarily concerned,the daily
income from the number games 18 estimated to be from {5000
to £10,000,% I am inclined to belleve that even the hicher
eastimate ies extremely conservative, since there are at
least 35 separate number establishments in the clty and an
average daily income of #300 for each is probably low,
Aslde from its pecuniary magnitude, there are ecrﬁaim.
other features which characterize number gambling, PFirst,
there is 1ts raclal indidence. "hile it is true, that in

recent yeare white people of the lower economie elanmpes have

0 gastimany of Richard "Dixie" Davis at the trial of James
Hines. Thompson and Raymond, % nzg Rule in Wew York,
Dial Prese, How York 1940, p. 32 e '
Sucker's Brogress,NDodd Vead, Wew York, 1638, p, AR,

3. 9toddart, op. c-t., Nec, B, 1034-Jan 26, 1935,

4, Thie estimate was made by several of aetralﬁ a moat
prominent number bankers, It may be a deliberate under-
statement,




come‘to play the numbers extensively, number playing ie today
ag it wae in the paaﬁ, predominantly an urban negro aectivity.
Thia does not necessarily mean that thefe are more negroes
than white people playing the numbers. It weans simply that
a greater proportion of the negro population plays than is
the case with the whites, "Nor does it mean that the control
of the number gambling organizations is in the hands of
negroes, There are areas where negroes are in control but
for the country as a whole there is no doubf§ that white
eontrol is dominant, In the New York ares, probably the
moet luerative in the country, white control 1s predominant,
It happena that in the Detrolt area negro control is domi-
nant, The raecial incidence of number gambling 1s a fact of
pome significance, and later we shall attempt to account

for 1t.

A pecond characteristic of number gambling 1s the
suddenness with whieh 1t began, Number gambling as we shall
gseeé later is an o0ld practice but its present development is
unprecedented., Its bresent hish develdpment dates from 1929
and the beginning of the economic depression, The question
for us here ig "Why did an activity so long in a state of
semi-dormancy suddenly spring to 1ife and become so important?”

Another characteristie is the faect that number gambling
does not exist as an isolated activity in the commmity,

In the course of its development it has attracted to itself



the essay,

E e ﬂ:% ffw' f'—'—C"

more or less parasitie ralatioushlp bo it; fﬁﬁn”ﬁﬁ i@-*F'ﬁﬂ
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of number gambling we are actually referring to a complex
of actlivities with the number games thewselves, their

organization, ete, constituting merely the core of this ; :
complex. One of our problems in this spsay is to describe l 5
the various activities comprising the nuwber gambling complex
and to determine the nature of tﬁo ralatiuﬁahip existing

between them, (For a graphic representation of this com- :%é
plex see plate I,) : '?%3

This brings us to the problems with which the prtﬁnai
essay is eaaaarnad, There are two wajor wrahleun.{j&ﬁg- #vagaﬁﬁﬁ
first is to give 2 &naariptivo aeccount of the iﬁﬁ." ]
gambling complex, This 1nve1vun an analyy&t af the m
&r the games, their hﬁaﬁarg* $h81r atslgisutiﬁnf and a stu
@' the various pmaims activities and their relal to
qmm» gembling, This -ﬂimntm mmw ‘the

The second uw%blq& ieg one of int
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offer reasons for its racial incldence,

The second point of interpretation deals with the
changed status of number gambling in the Detroit negro com-
munity., In the period between 1928 and 1930 number gambling
underwent an interesting change in Detroit, At firet it was
regarded like all other forms of gambling aes an outlaw
activity., Then quite suddenly this attitude waeg changed
to one of zoceptance on the part of the eommunity., Such a
sudden and drastic chenge in the community morees ig unusual
and calla for an explanation, T shall attempt t0 show how
thies change is manlfested in the community as well ap to
offer reasons Tor 1it,

The final point of interpretation is concerned with

the function of number gambling in the negro community., An

activity which has come to be as important as number gambling

mist serve gome function in the eommﬁnity. As Professor

Cooley has sald:

I suppose that every institution holding
ite own in the world must have a special
character, and function which explains ite
power to live, Perhaps our first aim should
be to ascertalin this character and funetion,
to find out how i1t appeals to human nature and
is enabled to enlist a share of human vitality
in ite service,*

I ghall attempt to interpret the funetion of number gsﬂh&&us

Y. ch&rlea H. Gaaley, “Gssg itudy or Small Institutions",
e LT LG . 200 AHEaITI, Gﬁiﬁﬂd By
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in the Detroit negro community.

The general outline of the eseay is as ftﬁ‘imau Part
II entitled the "Core of the Complex", consiste of four
chapters, the first of which 1s a rather minute m&yﬂt
of the most important number games., The second chapte:

traces the hlstory of these games from thelr s,m#ﬁ%im% ) e
the present day, The third chapter deale with the internal
and external organization of the number racket, The final
ehapter describes various ways in which the publie !M&
tried to "beat the numbers." Part IIT 1s concerned with ' \

an analysis of the various parasitic activities and their
relationship to number playing. There are thres chapters
in this seotion &n‘lim Wuﬂw:{y with the confide :
racket, the store~front spiritualist emm, and M- ’
book, tip sheet, lucky product business. The fourth
sestion of the essay is imterpretive in m Y
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Chapter II

The Humber Games

The three most important number games are: (1) "numbers",

(2) poliey, and (3) Italian lottery. The purpose of this

chapter is to describe the mechanics of these games,

"Numbers"l

These games are frequently referred to as "three digit
gamee" since the number played usually contains no more than
three digits and must be within the range of 000-099, The
winning number in this type of game may be derived from a
variety of sources depending somewhat upon the locality in
which the play is made, On the bagis of the source for the
winning number, we may Aistinsuieh three main zrouns of
numbers games, They are (1) Clearing Fouse?, (2) Pace
Futuels, and (3) Nisght Numbers.

In the Clearing Fouse gomes the number is derived from
one of a variety of sources, the most common being the total
bank clearings, total bond sales, total stock sales, and
United Treasury totals, The partleular group of Alpite

selected from those quotations as the winning nurber varies

1. Called "nigrmer pool" in certain sections of the sountry,

2. The terr clearing house is here used to inticnte all
types of financirl organizations whose fisures are made
known to the publie,



with place and time, Frequently the numbers of the thousand
column are used, Thus 1f the ¢losing figure on a certain
exchange should be #7,313,358 the winning nurber for that
day would be 313, Sometimes it is the laest two numbers of
the thousand column and the first one of the hundred column
which are used ({7,313,358) or perhaps the last number of
the thousand column with the first two of the hundred column
(#7,313,358). There are places, too, where the digzits of
the hundred eolumn are used, ©Since the exchange figures
are printed in most of the metropolitan newspapers the
player has only to consult the market cloge edition of these
papers for the winning number, |

The particular quotations used in any eity vary; some-
times the figures are those of a2 loeal exschange az in Cin-
einnati or Indianapolis, but more often they are from one
of the larger exchanges of New York, Philadelphia, or Chiecago,
In the early days of the numbers racket the New York Stoeck
Exchange was s universal favorite, bui in 1931 this exchange
commenced to publigh ite figures in round numbers thereby’
making them useless for gambling purposes., Since that time
the figures have been taken from other Wew York exchanmes
and varlious local financial organizations. _

The Race Mutuel number 1s based upon the racing resultis
of any well known race track, the winning number 1s obtained
by totalling the figures in the "win", "place," and "show"
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columns of certain of the races, The particular races used
for this purpose vary.‘ Iin some areas 1t is baged upon the
totals of the first, second, and third races, and in others
upon the totals of the first three, first five, and first

1

geven races, When the so-¢alled 12«3 totals are used

the number ieg derived in the following manner:

‘(?irat Race)

fage Cirl 8,70 3,28 2,44
Corinto 2,78 2.38
Harold Wiley 4,04

The first race pald = = = =« « = =« = 21 62

{(Second Race)

Belle firier 16,30 6,38 5,02
Le liiserable 3.36  3.00
Polvos Pride 5436

The second race pald = « = =« = = = 40,42

(Third Race)

Bran luffin 13.74 4,92 3.50
Fred Rick 3.66 2,82
Rizla : 5.28

The third race pald = = = = = = = = 33,92

v

The diglite used ns the winning number are alwaye the flgures
immediately preceding the decimal point., In this case the
number is 103. "hen the 3-5-7 totale are used the first
diglt of the winning nmumber is derived from the sum of the
totals of the first three races, the second digit frhmrﬁhc

1., Races used in ﬁutrolt.



sum of the totals of the first five races, and the third
diglt from the sum of the totals of all seven races, The
following will make this clear, R AR i e

Sage Gir&
Corinto

Hareld %iley

Belle Grier
le ¥iserable
Polvos Pride

Bran Muffin
Fred Rick
Rlzla |

¥r, James
Pranfern

J(Fﬁuvﬁh Race)

( nmx Enuu)
 Hope Eternal |

Daneing nnxl;_ :
~ Advantage =

(First Raae) ; ;i : ,wﬁ;f, 2 T
6.70 3.28 2,44 | b
27058798 wmhor &5 o

{Yecond Rase) : 5 Pk
16,30 6,38 6,aa_
5136 34%

(Third Ra@a) e i Gk i

13,74 4,92 3,50
‘ o8, 06 TR

5e iz
‘Three Races Paid gm,w

Ta %8004 QB0 BTN
3 7§£§ﬁﬁfﬂ~ﬁ?'i‘h‘ﬁ-f?§-'

}&W ﬁgw e 'TEEW {ﬂ-— _}
haoh 3,60 gy
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from the other three dlgit gnmee in that the range of numbers
is from 111-999 and the winning number 1s selected very arble
trarily, It is obtained either by throwing dice or drawing

a number from a container, The term "night number" comes
from the fact that the humber is not chosen before 9:350 or
10:30 p,m, The publiec is naturally wary of a number so
arbitrarily chosen and for this reason the game is not as
popular ag the others,

Ag we have sald the financisl exchanges and the race
track are the most common sources for the three digit num-
bers; but there are other sources, less well known, though
of considefable importance in some areas, In milling centers
such as ¥Minneapolis and St, Paul the number is obtalned from
the totals of the grain exchange; sometimes the figure in-
dicating the amount of graln made into flour 1s used., On
the Pacific Coast the total poundage of the dally salmon
eatch ia used, The total number of tons of cre mined or
shipped Auring the day is the source in some of the southern
mining regions. The figures of the produce exchange sueh as
those of the Chlcago Butter and Egg Market are used in
certain citles, At one time in Washington, D.C. the figures
of the Weather Bureau Report were used,

There are two principal types of play in the numbers
games - the "straight” or "on the nose" play and the "box"
play. The straight play consists simply of placing a wager
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of any amount from one cent to usually not more than five
dollars on any three digit number, If the number seleated
were 376 and the wager five cents for example, 1% would be
entered on the number salesman's ticket as 376-5, In the
box play the bet 1é placed so as to win regardless of what
combination of the three digites should appear., When all
the digits of the number chosen are different there are six
such poseible combinationa, Thus the number 643 may appear
in any one of the following ways: 643,436,463,364,346, and
634, When two digits of the number selected are the pame
boxing will make only three varietions; a number such as 242
eould appear only as 242, 422, or 224, The box play 1is
written thus 643| - 5,

Some lens important types of play in these games are
the "one number play," “"Boleita,”" and "four number play."
In the one number play only one digit of the three Aigit
row is selected, It may be elther the first, middle, or
last 4Aizit, If 8 were the number chomen for nlay it would
be written as B8xx, x8x, or =xR®, according to the tyne of
play. In the boleita the wager is on the last two Algite
of the three digit row, The four number play is really a
variation of the three diglt box play. Instead of boxing

three numbefa, four numbera are boxed and any three Algit
combination that can be derived from these four numbers is

a potential winner, There are 24 such three digit combinations
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in the four number box,

The odds pald to é winner in the numbers games vary
with bank,1 city, and type of play. The usual odds are
500 to 1, Thus for every penny wagered on a winning num-
ber the return is five dollare, In cities where keen
competition prevalls the odds pald are frequently as high
as 680 to 1, and in some instances are known to have gone
as high as 750 to 1, In Detreit there is a standard rate
of 500 to 1 for all of the larger houses, Oecasionally
when some one organization obtains control of the racket
in a glven clty the amount paid to the winner 1s subatantially
reduced, Under such conditions the 0dds may fall as low as
375 to 1; the wrléer knows of no cage where they have ever
fallen below that point., There are certain numbers which
are believed to appear more frequently than others, There
is naturally a tendency on the part of the player to play
these more often than others and to put heavier wagers on
them. To prevent this the bankers usually reduce the odds
paid on such numbers, These special numbers are known as :
"barred numbers" and when the rate of pay on regular num-
bers is 500 to 1, the rate on them is usually about 375 to 1.

Another point must be made in connection with the num-
bers games and that is the manner in which the winning number

-

% -”-:‘_:”-

1. A number gambling organization,




15 B |

is made known to the publle, In the case of the exchange
figures it 18 a simple ﬁattar. Le we have already sald the
player has only to conpult the market close editions of
those papers which carry the exchange figure, since he knows
the particular quotations used by the house in which he has
played, Tor the race mutuel number, however, the prosedure

is more complicated, sinee the numbers are not ordinarily

totalled and the player eannot obtain the winning number 9
unti1l thie 1s done., Of course, he can always total the fg
nurbers himself, but this 1s something of a task for many : ﬂ

people, and too, his figures may not coinelde with the bank _45%
totals. Aware of this, many newapapers total thﬂ'!ﬁgnﬁtif‘ .

of the race track currently followed by thi-MRiﬂf’biﬂﬁﬂﬁgli

These totals appear under the caption "Putuels Paia" fﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf?*
11, fig, 1). In Detroit these totalled figures appear in
the evening editions of the three important papers - Detroit
m.m (red line edition), Detroit Free

m,.l In the Times the figures are pri
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F Fair Grounds

" FIRST RACE—Five and a half fur-
jlongs:
Golden Arlel (Napler).. .20 3.60 2.80
Mlss Ponne (Rose). .. 13.60 6.40
Miss De MIe(MnMI‘olﬂL’ 3.00
Time—1:07 1-5. yron, Crlehnnn.
Legion Girl, Overlap. Super John,
Pete, Troubadora, Miss Whiskaway
Lady Rosamond also ran. y

SECOND RACE—Six furlo ]
Lampblack _(Napler).... 57.60 ) 30.20 8.80

6.20 g‘g

Sneeze (Holenn) inds

Time—1:13 3-5. Finmar, _ Pancouast,
Home George, Commandman, Little Mar-
celle, Dark Roamer, Cardamon, Harem
Quun and Eager Belle also ran.

HIRD RACE—Mlle -nd un eighth:
.rtln (Dubois) 4. 320
elen Bab (Slmpson 10.00
ﬂJnlon (N-pler) ¥ 690

Time—1:34. hpln. +Masked Coella,
Marcola, Vin anr All Hall, Justa Fiight,
Defier, Pot Au Mint and h"rumper also
ran. tFleld.

OURTH RACE—HH: and '10 yards:
Yellow Metal (Mojena) 35.00 3.20 2.60
Star Banncr(lhnl old) 4.80 a!o
l’Opo (Eccard)  ............

me—1:45 1-5. ch-mlnﬁ Slr, borwﬂly
“’ l:llrly Call, Ruff emphis Lass,
St. Omor. Batman and Blue Spur also ran.

7 :
° a0’ 350" 5.80

.r... i 2.20 2.4
er
Lk} Falr Bod. Ca; fa
Jetfers. Ellhu. Clafiax. Bahador and Hour
Lady alsc ran.

BIXTII RACE—Flve and s half fur-

ongs
G 00(] (Duffy).... 18.60 8 "
men 1&’?

Col, Bxu (Dobuon)

Dorothy Ebo ) ..

Time—. Jokester, Hueu,
Honored Slr Sir Ten. Sir Michael and Ste,
Louise also ran.

SEVENTH RACE—Mile -nd an el;hth-
Lonlg (Napler) ... 23.60 11.40 7.40
Idle Flirt (West).. 6.20 4.60
Light Breeze (Corn) . 8.40

Time—1:55 3-5. Albess, Penmar, Blond-
sure, Golden Words, Son Rlchard. Bhow-
man, Gay Bird, Tiger Claw and Bimon

also ran.
Mutuels Paid
One Race Paid............8$ 87.60

ol b o R - - FIG-2 NUMBERS"PLAYER’S
Soven Raoes Paid... . .- 30400 RECEIPT

T A .

FIG1-TOTALLED
RACE MUTUEL FIGURES

F16.3- RACE MUTUEL SCHEDULE CARD
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refuse to total the figures and the gamblers must r&sdrt to
other means of making them known to the public.1 In such
casen the winning number l1s printed on small elips of paper
and distributed in the compunity much in the manner of

policy slips (Plate ITI, fig., 3). The particular quota-
tions (i.,e,, particulsar race track or exchange) currently
being followed ies made known to the publie by means of emall
cards which are dlstributed in the community, These indl-
cate not only the source of the number and the digits used
but also the rules for playing in the particular house (Plate

IV, fig. 2).

Policy2

The winning numbers in policy, as in most other types
of number lottery, are determined by a drawlng. The range
of numbers is from 1 to 78 with 12, 24, or 36 numbers being
drawn, An organization drawing 12 numbers ls known as a
"#ingle house" while those Arawing 24 and 36 numbers are
ealled respectively "double house" and “triple.hcuse."
Ordinarily there are two drawings each day, one at 12

o'clock noon known as the "A,V." drawing, and one in the

l, It is saild that newspapers are offered senerous bribes
for their cooperation in this matter., In the Detroit
‘negro community gossip has it that the vapers are each
paid #100 a week for thie service by the controlling

8 icate in Detroit,

2, Called louisiana ILottery and ¥entucky lLottery in some

sections of the country in the early days,

N
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L3

late afternoon, the "P.¥," drawing,

The manner of makinﬁ the drawing varies with different
parts of the country. In general there are three different
ways of seleeting the numbers, The first, and perhaps moat
important way 1s the one followed 15 Detroit., It is as
follows: seventy-elght pleces of rubberized cloth abotit
two inches square are taken and on each of these squares there
is printed one number, the numbers running from 1 to 78,

Hach plece of cloth is rolled tightly and placed in a small
metal tube about two inches in length and about one half

ineh in dlameter, These tubees are placed in a large contalner -
usually a caﬁ of some sort, The drawing in this case con-

piets of taking 12, 24, or 36 of these tubes from the e¢an,
depending upon the type of house,

Some clties prefer the so-called policy wheel to the
tube method, The policy wheel resembles an ordinary roulette
wheel except that it has only 78 numbere printed on ite face,
Sometimes the wheel is mounted on a stand but in most cases
it 1s set againet the wall, The winning numbers are obtained
by spinning the wheel 12, 24, or 36 times as the cage may be.

The third method, most popular in the South, is similar
to that of the tube method except that small numbered balls
are used instead of tubes,

The winning numbers in policy are made known to the

public by means of small printed slips which are distributed
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after each drawing by writers 2nd othera in the community
(Plate YII, figs. 1 and é).

Policy admits of a rather wide range in the tyne of
play. There are a group of rather simple types of play
which are spoken of collectively as "straights" or "on the
nose plays." The simplest and least remuherative of these
straight plays ie known as the "day number"” in which only
a single number is wagered upon.1 The day number is not a
popular play since the odds pald on it are not sufficiently
large to tempt the player, ¥Nore popular is a two number
series played either as a "flat" or as a "side.," In the
flat play a wager is simply placed on two numbers to appear
in the drawing. In the side play, however, they must appear
consecutively in the drawing, Needless to may, the odds
paild on a eide are much greanter than thoee pald on the flat
and the reason is obvious, Assuming that 18 and 45 were the
numbers chosen, and five cents the amount of the wager, the
flat would be entered in the writer's book as 18-45 - F-5,
and the side as 18«45 - 3.5, The player may choose to play
the same numbers as both sides and flats in which case the

play 1e written 18-45 - 815 . 30,2 Yost popular of all plays
Fis

1. In poliey the minimum wager is 57 with a maximum of
usually not more than #1,00,

2, Assuming that the wager is 307, The player is free to
divide his wager on the sldes and flats in any way he
chooses,
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i the "gig", or three number series, Such a play with a
five cent wager would be written thus - 36-15-72 = 5, One
may also "saddle" the gig, i.e,, make a wager that any two
numberes of the glg will appesr., A gig played in this manner
is written thus - 35.15.72 « %E%D - 15, This means simply
that the total wager is 157 with 57 on the saddle and 104

on the gig, As in the side-~flat play, the individual is
free to divide hls wager in any way that he choogsea, Since
one's chances of getting a saddle in the gig play are three
times as great as if two numbers were played alone, the odda
pald on the saddle are correspondingly reduced, The last
two types of thls group of plays are the "horse” and the
"Jack", When a wager ie placed upon four numbers 1t is
called a horse and when five numbers are chosen it is known
as a Jack.,

The more complex types of play are, for the most part,
variatione of these straight plays, The three most important
plays of this group are the "three way side and flat," the
"stovepipe," and the "splder,"” or "bug" as it is more
commonly called, The three-way side and flat ie rarely
played and because of its complexity the writer was unable
to find an informant who could satisfactorily explgin it. _
The stovepipe 1s & more simple play and is as follows: the
player selects certain numbers, let us say 15, 36, Tﬂ,'3?,
27, 66, 49, 33, and 12, These numbers are thén entered in
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the writer's book in this manner:
15-36-72

19

37

27

66

49

33

32
In order to win in this type of play, the two numbers in
the horizontal column (15 and 36 - called the "elbow") must
appear with any one of the numbers in the vertical column
(the "pipe"), Actuslly what one has here is 2 geries of
elght gigs all of which must be covered by the wager, and
the minimum amount of the wager in this particular case
would be 407,

In the spider or bug plays there are a number of

variations, the most common being the 2-way bug, S-way dbug,

and the B8-way bug, The £-way bug consists of 2 gige and ias

written thus:

\/
/\

The central number (in this case 45) is known as the "rider,"
the others (78, 5, 16, and 36) are the "ecarriers." In
order to win in this case the rider must appear wlth either
78 and 36, or 16 and 5, The minimum wager in this play would
be 107, i.e., 57 on each gig. The S5-way bug and the 8-way
bug contain five gigs and eight gigs rcap@ativoly:
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The gige in the S-way bug are: 37,78,13; 37,36,63; Eftiﬁrf
15; 36,10,13; 79,15,61.1 The glge in the B-way bug are
18,2,20; 3,51,4; 6,9,11; 18,3,6;3 2,51,9; 20, -'& 1’.1; .53.,&;
and 18,51,11, The minimum wager in the rarmr is 254 tmﬂ

in the latter 404,
The odde paid to a winner in poliey vary, ae in uunhnr&, .-
with bank, eity, and type of play, In ‘Table I ihﬁiﬁﬁ*' '
out what I consider to be average rates f@?’%ﬁt ﬁﬁ'ﬁ!rr iﬂlﬁ
thalo, Infaruatian of thil kind 19 umﬂtiiy di#tﬂﬁﬂat—?ﬁﬁﬁhi;
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Policy
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Table II will serve to make oclear the relationship be-
tween the odds pald and the odds to win in the major types
of polliey play. ' g 2

Table 11l 3 Ny Sesie
Comparison of 0dds to ¥in and Odds Paid in Poliey

Type of Play Oads to Win 0&&:?§£§'  s
Deyousber:h - :Be#fietdl itai8um Jottany.
Flat. 801 1m1 18y 1ot Je free 3 S0 98
81lde o e s B S
ok arBlges tosre 3119086 ekt seRO0 Ties ouie =2
wealc. SBAMLeLTE resnliNPorentl ;faeagggf& ;Eqﬁy'3=w , _
Horse 3333 - 1 4001 sn-.-q‘a_:f_'w;;_
et “‘”"‘* o e ﬂﬂtlit
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Italian Lottery

In the officlal state lottery of Italy weekly drawings

are made in each of eight impvortant citiaa.l

The results of
these drawinge are cabled to the United States by certain
interested individuals where they form the basis of the
American game of Italian lottery. Aside from using the same
numbere, the Italian Lottery in the United “tates has no con-
nection whatsoever with the official Itallan Lottery,

The range of numbers in Italian lottery is from 1 to 90
with five numbers being drawn, Since there are elght inde-
pendent drawings there will be elight sets of five numbers
each week, "hen the results of the drawing in Italy are
received in cities in America they are printed on emall cards
for distridbution in the community. In order to hide their
real purpose these cards usually bear the title "Ttaly's Tax
Disbursements,” and when printed appear as follows:

N 49 88 65 45 62

B 59 70 46 11 48

7 4 3 B 76
¥ 87 A BD 1 3%
24 09 65 20 89
4 78 ;5 34 55
™S T8 T2 6o oy
87 16 39 57 47

=

< 13 W W

1. These cities are: Naples, Bari, Florence, Milan, Palermo,
Rome, Turin, and Venilce. :
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Ag far as the type of play is concerned, the player has
& rather wide range of cholce in Italian lettery. The
glmplest and least remﬁnerative play is the "esthatto
semplice” in which the player eelects only oﬁe number to
appear in the five drawn., ©Should this number appear the

1 If a wager 1s placed

pay-off would be 10} times the wager,
upon such a number to occupy a definlite position in the
drawing, i.e,, that the number will be the first, second,
third, fourth, or fifth one drawn, it is known as the
"estratto determinate,” and a winner is paid 52} times the
wager, When two numbers are played it is known as the "ambo"
and the return on a wimming choice 1s 250 times the stake,
One c¢an also play a three or four number series called
respeetively "terno” and "quaterno.,"? The terno pays 4250
times the stake and the guaterno 60,000, |

There are also a number of more complex forms of play,
the most popular of which is the"amboe terno." In this play,
a wager 1s placed on both the ambo and terno in the same
series of numbers, lLet us say that the player gelects three
numbers - 27, 47, and 69 - and places part of his wager on

the ambo, or that any two out of the three numbers will be

1, The minimum wager in Italian lottery is 57 and as far
as I know there ies no upper 1limit,

2. Sometimes all five numbers are wagered upon, Thie 18
known as the "einquina,” It 1s played so rarely that
the writer was unable to obtain any further informa-
tion on it.
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among the five, and part on the terno, or that all three
will turn up. ©Should he win an ambo he will no longer
receive 250 times hls stake, because he is using three
numbers‘instead of two and hls chances are three times as
great for there are three two number combinations in three
numbers, His return on a winning ambo played in this
manner will net him only 1/3 as much as the straight ambo
play or 83,33 to one. But if the terno should appear, i.e,,
all three numbers, he will not only receive 4250 times his
stake on the terno but alsoc three times the ambo wacer for
the three combinations ﬁf two rmumbere, Similinr to the amho
terno but somewhat more complicated ies a nlay, whieh for
the want of a better term, we may anll the "ambo terno
quaterno,” In thig type of play five numbers are selected
with wagers placed upon any two, any three, or any four
numbers, If an amho should appear the nlayver receives

only 25 times (1/10 of 250) his stake for there are 10
combinations of two numbers in five, If a termo comes out
the player receives only 425 times his stske (1/10 of AQSG)_
for there are also 10 combinatione of three in five numhers,
If a quaterno is drawn the return is 12000 timen the wager
(1/5 of 60,000) since there are five combinatione of four
in five numbers, When the quaterno is dAram in this type

of play the winninge are as follows:
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Quaterno -« 1/5 of 60,000 = 12,000 x wager
Terno - -{(1/10 of 4250) x 41 = 1700 x wager
Ambo - - (1/10 of 250) x 6° = 150 x wager

Total winning = 13,850 x wager

Finally, there ig the type of play known as the "tutte
le Ruote" (across the board), Instead of choosing numbers
to appear only in one station (i.e., the drawings of one
eity) the player may play o that the numbere will win re-
gardless of the station in which they appear., In a play of
this kind the chances of winning are increassed eight fold
and the odds pald are reduced accordingly, A terno, for
examplg, when played in a single station returns 4250 times
the stake, but when played as a tutte le Ruote returns only
531.25 times the stake or 1/8 ae much as the single station
terno,

At firet glance it mléht appear that the odde paid to
a winner in Italian lLottery are umusually high., Fowever,
when one considers the odds againast winning in the various
types of play, the payments on a winning do not appear to be
very large, Tébl@ III summariges and shows the relationship

between the odde paid to a winner, and the oddes against

1, 9ince there are four combinations of three numbers in four,

2. Since there are six combinations of two numbers in four,
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winning in the varlous types of play in Itallan Le%tﬁwfl.

4

Having explained tha.apizat&aa of the three most

important number games let uu turn now to = dtﬂ&ustiﬁﬂ of

the historieal dovelapmant of these games,

A g S P . 4Tk L
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Table III

Comparison of Odds to Win and 0dds Paid in Italian Lottery

Type of Play Odds to Win 0dde Paid
Egtratto
semplice 18 - 1 10,5 - 1
Eatratto
determinate 90 - 1 82,5 = 1
:"ambo 50” b 1 2‘30.0 - 1
Terno 12,500 - 1 4250, - 1
Quaterno 500,000 - 1 60,000, -1
Cinguina 50,000,000 « 1 71
Ambo: 143 - 1 Ambo: 83,33 - 1
Ambo terno. Terno: 12,500 ~ 1 Terno: 4250 « 1 plus
3 x ambo
Ambo terno Ambo & Ambos 25 « 1
quaterno Terno: - Ternos 425 - 1
Quaterno! fuaterno: 12,000 - 1
plua 4 x terno and
£ x ambo
T
u Istratto
£ semplice 2,25 -« 1 1.31 - 1
t
e Esgtratto '
determinate 11,25 = 1 .56 - 1
1
e Anbo £2.50 - 1 31.25 - 1
R Terno 1560,00 = 1 531.25 = 1
u
o0 Quaterno 62500.00 « 1 7500,00 - 1 °
t "
8_

1, The einquina is played so rarely that the writer was
unable to find any source vhich gave the odds pald for
this play.
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Chapter III

History of the‘ﬂumber Ganmes

In discussing the hilstory of the number games it is

beat that we begin with Italian Lottery since it is the

oldest of the games and also the gzeneric form from which

the other number lotteries have heen derived,

Itallan Lotteryl

The origin of Italian Lottery dates back several

centurles to the year 1550, 1In that year in the ecity of

Genoa? a man by the name of Benedectto Centile orsanized a

lottery based upon the semi-annual electlion of governors

and prefects for the Ligurian Republie, Cne hundred and

thirty-four3 governors and prefects were nominated out of

which five were chosen, Gentile took bets on the resulta

of this election. HNear the beginning of the 17th ecentury

Gentile's system was changed; numbers were substituted for

names and the range reduced from 134 to 90, and instead of

1.

3,

A large part of the material on the history of the game
ia to be found in Italian and Spanieh gources, Tor as-
sistance in the translation of such materials the writer
is indebted to the following: Prof. D, F, Rateliff,
Dep't of Romance lLanguages, University of Cilneinnati,
Professore Scanio and Ferlino, Department of Romance
Languages, University of Michigan.

The number lottery is sometimes spoken of as the Genoese
lottery.

Some sources say 120,
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basing the numbers on results of the election, they were
based on flve numbers arbitrarily drawn from an urn con-
talning ninety numbers. -Thus was born the Italian lottery
as we know it today,

At first the Genoese Republle was hostile to this
practice, but in 1634 decided to take advantaze of 1t for
gtate purposes and a lottery tax was instituted, In 1644
the lottery was completely taken over by the state, and ite
operation in various sections placed in the hands of
suthorized agents,

In the 17th and 18¢h centuries the CGenoese lLottery
spread to other Italian citles, As early as 1660 1t was
tried out in Rome but almost immediately suppressed by
Alexander VIY, Clement XII had it reestablished in Rome
in 1732 on the condition that each week it should pay into
the state treasury a stipulated amount and that on every
Saturday 1t should pay a bonus to fifty marriageable young
girls, Under Pioug VI the lottery was continued and the
profits were used for draining the Pontine marshes, By
1860, the lottery was flourlshing in all of the Italian
States with the exception of Sardinias where for some reason
1t seems never to have tsken hold, In each case 1t was
under atate control, the receipts being used for revenue
purposes, : :

"ith the unification of Italy the lottery was reorganized ‘:_éii

e
o
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and brought under the control of the nationnl astate as the
“"Regio Lotto", and has continued down to the present in
essentinlly the same form as 1% was in 1760, The proceeds
from the modern "Regio Totso" have been used to electrify
the railroads and to finance thg Italian army.

From Italy the idea of a number lottery diffused to
other countries. It spread to Austria in 1752, to Belgium
in 1760, and in the 70's to several of the Germanic states,
and to Holland, Denmark, and Spain., England seems to have
had a number lottery as early as the first decade of the
18th century. Whether the idea was borrowed from Italy or
independently originated in England is o moot question,

The idea of number lotteries no doubt came to America
indireetly, being independently introduced from Spain,
France, and England, As early as 1720 lotteries were ox-
tensively used in the colonies along the Atlantic seaboard.
The famous Loulisiana lLottery whieh began in 1868 was un-
doubtndly the outgrowth of similar lotterlies exlsting in
that area earlier, and originally introduced from elther
Spain or France,

When speaking of the history of Itallan Lottery in
America one must be careful to distingulsh between the
prineiple of the number lottery which, as we have geen, 1s
Italian in origin, and the game of Italian Lottery as auch,

The idea of the number lottery was introduced, as we have
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already sald, at an early date and perved as a basls for

many of the lotteries in this country, The game itself ap

described in Chapter II was not introduced until eonsiderably

later,

The exact date of the introduction of the Italian Lottery

to America ls speculative pince exact information on thie
point is laeking. Prior to 1928 there is no mention of the
game in newspapers or court reportas as far as I have been
able to discover, However, several informants have saild
that the game 1s much older than that as they have known of
1t as far back as they can remember which in some oases
would take it back 35 or 40 years,l }

The fact that the Itallan Lottery has been controlled
by the Unione 3iclliane? puggests also the poseibility that
the game may have been introduced at the time the Unione
wap organlzed in this country. The exact date of this 18
not certain, but the fact that the Unione was a ajrong
organization as early as 1900 indicates that it probably was

in existence for some years prior to this time.3 It is

1; Information obtained in 1935.

2. A secret order, A asort of Italo-American version of
the Mafia from which 1t probably had ite origin, The
Unione has been prominent in underworld activities in
America, particularly in the large clties of the East,

2s Gnng;ﬁnga in New York, Thompson and Raymond, Bial‘?r!ts,
New York, 1940, p. 4.
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possible too that even i1f the Unione did introduce the

game it was not done intil later., There 1s some reason to
believe that the game at first wae confined almost entirely
to members of the Italian group, This being the casme it 1a
quite probable that the game was not introduced until the
neriod 1201-190% when the Itallans were here in sufficlent
numbers to make the activity prnfitable.l Whatever the
exact date, we sghall probably not be far wrong if we set ite
date of introduction to America ss somewhere between 1890

and 1905,

Policy.

Information on the history of polliey is both fragmentary
and contradictory, The discussion which follows representes
a plecing together of materials from wildely scattered and
obscure asources, I have attempted to be as conservative as
poasible in the reconetruction of those phases for which no
reliable information exists,

Almost from the very start, lotteries of various kindas
have played a rather conspicuous part in American hiatory,
As early as 1612 in the Third Charter of King James to the

Virginia Company of London, full power and llcense was

l, The greatest influx of Italians to thle country toeok
place between 1901 and 1905, Donald R, Taft, Human
Migration, Ronald Press, New York, 1936, p. 77.
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granted to conduct a lottery. There 1s no record, however,
that the privilege was ever made use of, but doubtless the
Company did resort to lotteries on a number of ocecasions to
aid in financing their colonial projects. There is authen-
tic record of a lottery in Philadelphia in 1720, where ex-
tensive use was made of it for the paving df streets, and
the construction of public bulldinge and wharves,

After 1720 lotteries became an institution 1n Ameriocan
life, Many educational institutione such as Harvard, Dart-
mouth, William and Mary, and Wichigan, in the early period
of thelr development resorted to the lottery for various
purposges, In 1776 the Continental Congreses authorized a
lottery to raise money for the army then in the field, and
in 1793 a lottery was organized in the Distriet of Columbia
for the purpose of ralsing funds for the governmental
bulldings in Washington eity. The most famous of these early
lotteries was the louisliana lLottery with haadquartdrs in New
Orleans, Chartered in 1868, 1t continued in full operation
until 1890 when an Anti-lottery Blll was passed by Congress,
and complete abolition came three years later when the
state of Loulsiana refused to renew the charter of the
Louisiana lottery Company. .

By the time of the abolition of the louisiana Lottery,
lotteries had been declared illegal in 33 states., Pennsyl-
vania and VMassachusetts paved the way by abolishing them in
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1833, and New York followed in 1834, At the present time
lotteries are illegal in avery state of the union elther
constitutionally or by statuatory provision,

For the most part these early lotteries were number
lotteriesl, i,e., simllap in principle to the pemes we have
described in Chapter II, The range of numbers in these
games varied somevhat with the dAifferent loealities, In
the southern states the range was usually 1 ﬁo 20 with 13
numbers drawn, in the east it was 1 to 80 with ten numbers
drawn, and in a few cases the range was 1 to 78 with 12
numbers drawn as in present day "poliey." These lotteries
were promoted by the gale of tickets of different denomina-
tions bearing various combinations of numbers within the
prescribed range., Usually the tickets were printed in
three denominations, wholes, halves, and quarters, A whole
ticket entitled the helder to full compensation should he
win, a half ticket to only one half the stated prize, and
80 on, In those lotteries where the ranse of numbers was
from 1 to 78 with 12 numbers drawn, the capital prize went
to the ticket bearing the first three numbers drawn from
the wheel, The second, third, and fourth prizes went
reepectively to those tickets bearing the fourth, fifth,

and sixth numbers, the seventh, eighth, and ninth numbers,

1, As dlstinguished from class lotteries,
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and the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth numbers, Prizes of a
lesser sort were glven to certain other tickets bearing
various combinations of the numbers, Information as to
which combinations of numbers would receive prizes was
explicitly stated on handbills distributed by the pro-
prietors of the lottery.l

It was out of these early number lotteries that the
modern game of poliey aroge, There are two explanations
as to how this came about, J., H, Green, a reformed gambler,
writing in 1858 gives thie explanation:

Another method of still further swindling
the buyers of tickets, is much practised in some
parts of the ecountry. The agents who sell the
tickets are authorized to insure them, "hen a
man buys one, the prige, perhaps, might be ten
dollars, Tha seller, if he has been authorized,
will say, "Now, sir, for ten dollare, I will
insure your ticket to draw a prize.," This is
enough for the buyer to have his ticket insured
to draw a prize, and possibly the eapital prize:
he pays an additional fee, and the agent forwards
the numbers of all the tickets; so insured, to
the office where the drawing is to be hald; and
there they menage to have these tickets contain
one (seldom more) of the drawn numbers, This
entitles the buyer to recelve back the price of
his ticket, after taking out 15 per cent,; and
as 1t was not a total blank, the insurer is aafe,
and retains the sum pald for insurance, The
buyer remains swindled out of the insurance, and
15 per cent. of the cost. These swindling shops
are numerous, and are sometimes called polioy off&oaa.g

l. An example of such a handbill will be found in Appandix A,

2, J, E, Green, The Sac 1d o thers, Philaﬂalphia,
T. B. Peterson and Brntharu, '*«. PD. 274-275.
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In a recent investigation of lotteries in American
history, ¥W. C., Macleod givea,lin the writer's opinion, a
much more plausible explanation,

At the same time that the sneculative
fever was aroused in conmeation with the snle
of lottery tickets, the lottery brokera, to
push a business side~line, developed the
system of betting on the outcome of the Arawinesa,
This was known 28 the "insurance” or "poliey”
bueiness, The incongrulty of the name arises
from the fact that ultimately leglitimate in-
surance reduces 1tself in form, but in form
only, to a bet between the insurer and the
pelicy holder or inesured agalinst =ome contingencr,
This betting as to what number micght be Arawn in a
drawving nppealed partlcularly to the poor who
might not be able to afford the full nrice of
a lottery ticket and for wvhom arrangements
concerning shares in tickets might be A1ffi-
cult, It was eansy to step into an offiece, or
meet an "insurance salesman” and place a Aime
or go bet on the number, This same "policy
game" or "insurance" developed about this time
in England on a large seale too, and wam one of
the mopt dleturbing things conneacted with the
lotteries, leading in England to the suppresajon
of public lotteries in 1826,

Without ascepting one opinion or the other, we can amay
generally that poliecy arose out of the practice of

wagering on the outcome of the lottery drawing, 2nd that
the term "policy" wae given to this practice becaure of its

close resemblance to insurance procedure, itk the vassine

1, %, C, Vacleod, "The Truth About Lotteries in Americsn

History," The South Atlantic Quarterlv, fAnril, 10%4
Recenﬁi K. ¢, Asbury (Eﬁgﬁﬁi"i %E‘ﬂ' s, Dodd liead;
New York, 1938, p. 89) has expressed the view that

policy playing was a regular part of the lottery in
England as early as the first half of the 18th century,
He 18 of the opinion also that in imeriea 1t was known
as far back as pre-revolutionary times but that 1t 4id
not become important until after 1800,
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of the legalized lotteries, policy came into existence ae
an independent game, The 0ld procedure was still adhered
to, and many of the practicees formerly associnted with the
lottery now came to be a part of the policy game., Bedcause
the nature of poliey made i1t relatively easy to eclrecumvent
the anti-lottery legislation, 1t wae able to continue in
existence,

New York wae one ol the first places where policy came
into independent existence. Ag we have said, legal lotteries
were abolished there in 1834, and it 1e reasonable to assume
that poliey wars continued there am an independent game after
that date. The early development of the game in Vew York
is attested by a number of other facta, Tt 1s the first
state in which policy playing is mentioned in the court records,
A ecase involving a violation of the anti-lottery law, recorded
in the Court of General Seassions in New York City in 18588
mentione "lottery policies.," The use of this term suggests
that the game was still associated with lotteries, but there
Beéems to be no doubt that the term was a carry-over from
earlier times and here refers to the game that we know as
poliey, The first court case involving poliey iteelf ap-
peared in the New York courts also in the case of W&lk}naon
ve, 34111 (1878). A detailed deseription of the game included
in the report of this case fits perfectly the game as it

exists at the present time,

Rl
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By the turn of thé century poliey had become very
popular in New York city, and sbmething of a problem as
well, In the muck-raking literature of the Steffens-Riils
tradition there are frequent references to the game., In

ie clesslc study of New York's down-trodden "other half"
Jacob Rile says:

Of all the temptations that beset him
(the Negro), the one that troubles him and the
police most 1e his paesion for gambling. The
game of policy is a kind of unlawful penny
lottery specially adapted to his means, but
patronized extensively by poor white players
as well, It ie the meanest of swindles, but
reaps for its bankere rich fortunes wherever
colored people congregate, BRBetween the fortune
and the poliey shop, closely allied frauds
always, the wages of many & hard day's work
are wasted by the negro; but the loss causes
him few regrets, Penniless, but with un-
daunted faith in his "ultimate” luek, he looks
forward to the time when he shall once more be
able to take a hand at "beating poliey." Then
periodically the negro's lucky numbers, A-11.44,
come out on the rlips of the alleged daily
drawingse, there are supposed to be held in some
far-off Western town, intense excltement reigns
in Thompson Street and along the Avenue, where
someone is alwaye the winner, An lmmencse
impetus is given then to the bogus business
that has no existence outside the clgar stores
and ecandy shops where it hides from the law,
save in some cunning "broker's" back office,
where the slips are printed and the "winnings"
apportioned daily with due regard to the backer's
interests,

e find scattered references to the game in other

Bources also.

1. Jacob Riis, How the Qahgr Half livee, Wew York, Chas,
Seribners and Sone, 1800, p. 155, (1907 edition).
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Boys match pennies, negroes indulge on
the le in poliey, and the Chinese play fan
tan,

A Captain was on trial for allowing the
policy swindle to go unchecked in hle precinect.
Pollicy is a kind of penny lottery, with al-
leged daily drawings which never take place,
The whole thing is a pestilent fraud, whiech is
allowed to exist only because it pays heavy
blackmall to the nolice and the politiciens,
Expert witnesses testified that eight poliey
shops in the Twenty-Tirst Ward, which they
had visited, 414 a business averaging about
thirty-two dollars a dasy each, 7The Twenty-
First 19 a poor Irish tenement ward, The
policy sharks were getting two hundred and
fifty dollars or more a day of the hard-
earned wages of those poor people, in sums of
from one and two centas to a quarter, without
making any return for it, The thing would
seem incredible were it not too madly familiar,?

The stories of Harrigan and Hart dealing with New York
life in the early 1900's réfer to policy playing, dream
books, seers, and confidence men., In 1901 there was
written and produced on Broadway 2 play entitled "The Poliey
Players."

Cne of the earliest newspaper accounts of poliey ins
to be found in the New York FHerald of Varch 4, 1900, It
concerns Albert J., Adams who controlled the poliey business
in the New York area from 1880 until 1903, The story has a

familiar ringz.

1, R. A, Woods, _151_~;_gggg!gg New York, Houghton Mif-
f1in Co,., p. 153.

2, New York, Vae-
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At thle office, in West Thirtleth Street,
near Broadway, which he shares with a real estate
firm, he 18 sald to map out his plans for the
carrying on of the games, There he also receives
reports for his lieutenants, it is said, to whom,
in turn, the 'backers' of the game in the thirty
poliey dlstriets into which the ecity 1s Aivided
make their reportas, 'Proteetion' is arranzed
for, and if any employes of the poliecy shops get
into trouble, lawyers, who are constantly re-
talned by the poliey chiefr, are ready to do
whatever may be necessary to extricate them from
the clutches of the law,

It 1e alleged by the policy men that the
actual drawing of the winning numbers takes
place twice each weekday in Prankfort and louls-
ville, Ky. This story, as well as the added
statement that the winning numbers are taken
from a wheel by a c¢hild who has previously been
blindfolded, is circulated and impliecitly be-
lieved by the policy dupes, 2As a matter of fact,
the winning numbers are selected each day by the
poliey kinge in Wew York city. The combinations
played dally are recorded sufficiently in advance
of the alleged drawings to enable thoese in charge
of the awindle to select as winning numbers only
those on which the least money has heen placed,
thus reducing the amount to be expended in the
payment of winnings and increasine the amount of
losees to be suffered by the players,

The policy managers having selected the
combinations that are to win at each alleged
drawing, these numbers are telegraphed in cipher
to Prankfort and loulsville, Fromr there they
are sent to Cineinnatl, Ohio, the Western head-
quarters of the poliey king's combination, By
use of a different cipher the same numbere are
telegraphed without delay to Jersey City smd from
there again telegraphed to New York, Here they
are sent to certain printing offices in the
erploy of the poliey men, and the printed alips
bearing the winning numbers are later dAlstributed -
by rapid messengers to the hundreds of poliecy shops
throughout the city: ..ecse

There are two 'drawings,' as they are called,

each day., One 1is Hg&“ as the morning drawing, which
o

cal
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takees place ostensibly in Frankfort, Ky., and

for which no money or selection of combinations

of figures ie accepted after twelve o'clock,

noon, Then there is the afternoon drawing, vwhich
is said to be made in Loulsville, wvhere the entry
of combinations e¢loses at five o'eclock., The
winning combinations for the morning drawinge are
posted in the different poliey shops shortly after
two o'ecloek in the afternoon and the afternoon
drawings at seven o'cloek in the eveningz. ... The
policy kinge realize that money must be paid out
to keep the public interested, but the winning
nunbers are purrosely arranged so that the amount
to be pald out shall he as small as possible, ok

Adame started out as 2 railroad worker, but soon gave
up this work to go into the poliey business., Ey 1003 vhen
he wag convicted and sent to prison for violsting the anti-
lottery law, Adams was a multimillionaire, Fis arrest came
as the result of investigations by the very active Anti-
Policy Society of New York City.

Our information as regards the development of voliey
in other areas 1s very fragwentary, Wew Orleans, %t, Louils,
and Chicago seem to have be@n othar important centers of
policy playing in the early days, In New Orleans particu-
larly the game was extremely popular in the 80's, |

Policy was in its hey-dey in New Orleans

during the Eighties when the whole eity went
mad over the game,

1, GQuoted in K, J. Asbury, op. eit., pp. 101-103,
2, H. J, Asbury, "Gambling Fells of New Orleans,"

Ameriean Wercury, August, 1936, p. 413,
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Before long the city was Policy mad,
Visitors to New Orleans in the 80's, remember
well the open policy booths in the main busi-
ness streets of the city, and the linee and
crowds of negroes and whites that thronged the
'book,' seeking to bet their nickels and Atmes
on the innumerable combinations of figures
which superstition or fancy dictated, There
were poliey booths in front of laundriee, bar-
rooms, groceries and markets. There were
instances where as much as 5,000 waes paid for
a stand 1f the location were favorable enough,
which might not be more than four feet square
of space, with a small table and chair., Kore
than a hundred policy shops existed in New
Orleans, The profits from the policy zame, in
which there were two drawlngs daily, were large
enough to pay all the expenses of the Lottery
proper in which the Arawing was monthly,
leaving the profite from the national hgsineaa,
over the payment of prizes, clear gain,

At this time, however, the game was atill a part of the
Louisiana lottery, which, as we have seen, continued in
exiptence until 1893, The fever for policy playing no doubt
spread from New Crleans up the Mississippl to St, louis for
informants are agreed that St, Iouls has always been one of
the most important centers for thie game, Court records
seem to substantiate this view for in Vissouri more than
anywhere else, policy cases peem to have been most frequent.
Between 1885 and 1002 there were ten capes involving poliey
in the courtas of that state; four of which appeared in 1885;
By 1905 the game had achlieved considerable 1mmortqnce

in Chicago and in that year the state of Tllinols paesed an

1. ¥, J. Asbury, Sucker's Progress, pp. 96-97.
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anti-policy bill modelled after a2 similar one passed in

New York four years earlier, By 1907, & wan named "Mush-
mouth" Johnson had accumulated a considerable fortune from
the operation of the policy business in Ghicago.l Johnaon
was the first of a2 long line of poliey "kings" in that city.
The first legal case involving policy there occured in 1908,
Surprisingly enough the development of poliey or any of the
number rackets in Chicago has not been as extensive as one
would expect Judging from the high development of the racket-
éering complex in that eity,

Authentie information on the hiestory of policy in
Detroit goes hack ﬁo 1884, In that year there wasg passed a
city ordinance whiech among other thinge contained this pro-
vision:

¥o person shall keep, carry on, or maintain

or aid in keeping, earrying on, or maint@ining any

lottery, poligy pool, bucket-shop, board of trade,

or any like scheme or place, for drawing or dls-

posing of money, wheat, or other property, within

the eity.2

in the recorder's court of the aity of Detroit there is
record of two cases involving poliey prior to 1900 - that of

the People ve. Elliot in 1889, and the Pebple ve, Hess in 1891,

1. Johnson died in 1907, At the time of his death he had
been in businese in Chicago for 17 years,

2. Fevised Ordinances of the City of Detroit, 1884, Chapter
64, section 3, p. 150,

R
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In the report of the [ormer case there is a deseription of
the various plays and the manner of conducting the game,
It is in no way different from the game as we know it today.
0ld reeidente say that prior to 1914 there were only
two polley housee in Detrolt - a single house known as the
"Black Gold" and a double house called "The Gusher." The
latter was owned by a pleturesque gambler of the old school
known as Clarence Henry who camé to Detroit from New Orleans.
In 1916 & club known as the "Waiters and Bellmans Club" was
opened by two business men, John Roxborough and Everett
Watson, This was a gambling organization specializing in
dice and cards, the principal card games being stud poker
and a game pecullar to negroes known as "Georgia Skin," A
year later these same men organized the first major poliecy
house in Detroit under the name "Big Four," Thias organiza-
tion continued as a partnership until 1920 when "atson esold
hie interest to Hoxborough, In addition to the "Biz Tour,"
Roxborough started three other poliey houses, "The lLast
Train,"” "The Royal Blue,” and the "North and West End," These
houses are still in operation (1935). Watson, while retaining
part interest in the "Walters and Bellmans Club,” opened up
three policy houses of hie own - "The Yellow Dog," "Daily
News," and "The Rhode Island," These houses are still in
operation but the "Daily News" is under difreront ownershin,

In 1921 a house known as the "Tiajuana and Interstate" was
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opened by Tenny Blunt, a gambler from Birmingham, Alabama,
and in 1925, Bill Mosley, a Ford employee, opened the
"Wichigan," one of the largest houses in Detroit, Aboud
this same time also a number of houses were started by an
organization known as the "Rooster Syndicate.,"” The present
extensive development of poliey in Detroit dates from 1029,
the beginning of the economio depression, At present there
are approximately 35 gambling estaeblishments in Detroit

dealing in policey and numbers, (1935),1

"fumbers”

Desplte the fact that "numberé" is the most recently
invented number game, we know relatively 1little sbout itse
origin and history, It is said by some people, well informed
on such matters, that the gaome had ite beginning in Farlem
about 1925, and that an ingenious Yeast Indian negro by the
name of Caspar Holstein was its originator. In confirmastion
of this the writer can say that prior to 1925 there is no
mention in any newspaper article of the "numbers" game, as
distinet from policy, It is true too that Caspar Holstein
became very wezlthy from the numbers racket, and that his
rise to affluence began about this time; he was among the
first of a long line of "numder barons" who reaped great

®Waalth from the racket in New York and the surrounding region,

1. TFor the most important of these see n., 53.
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The game appears to have spread rapldly for within a very
few years in newspapers all over the country one could read
of a "new type of number lottery" that had ite incidence
among negroes, o : g

| To sum up: From the torogoing discussion it 1s.¢ib;§
thst number gambling 1s an o0ld practice rnauhxng haak in .
zurapc 20 the middle of Ahe sixtesnth senwury, raxauy 1s

the oldest of the number games in America. ?hlru arn 1“#1

dications that it was in existence as a n!dt iinc %& the ;“h. _‘; ;%
rugular 1uttar10s as rnr baok an pro-ruvelutiennry tinfli:;f : tT
An an independent game 1t astag from the first haxt af‘éhi I
nineteenth aanturyg Italian Lc%tary, a8 nnarly A we can

determine was introduced imto America butwtia,wﬂﬂﬁ*iﬁh 1905,

Numbers, th.naw:u;nﬁne,;apulapaaﬁathcapypﬁsacﬂtistﬁztlnnfar

recent origin, having its beginning in the middle 1920's.
With the facts of this and the preceding thaa&fa&iimﬁiﬁiﬁt;_‘.,

We are now prepared to examine the organization and i
'Lfiipghagffqg.@agqug racket., ?hr-urth%f*x:}::

e *,““;;ﬂltghﬁ pats akioh he inuﬂ'iﬁ-tﬂi@u'




49

Chapter 1V

Organization of the Number Racket

We will begin our discusslion of the organization of
the number racket by indicating the personnel of a typlecal
benk and at the same time describing a complete tranagaction
from the time the bet is placed until the payoff is made,
Aftef that we will point out some of the most important
agpecte of what may be called the external organization of
the racket, The final section of the chapter will dezal with
the relationship between the number racketeer and the nublie
offlcial,

Internal Organization
Personnel and a Typical Transaction

The writer, or runner, oeccupies the lowest pogition in
the organization, Fe is an ubinuitous element 4in the com-
munity and is encountered in practically every nlace where
people congregate - inlkobels, stores, barber-shops, nook
rooms, and even in church parlors, The writer's bugineas
1a to =olieit the bete which he does in various ways, If
his sole ocecupation is writing numbers he is assigned to
& definite area which he canvasses dally going from house
to house like any ordinary salesman, Fle activity is 80
8imilar to that of the collectore for the Yetropolitan IlLife
Insurance Company that the insurance salesmen are commonly
referred to in the commﬁnity as "Vetro-poliey" men, "hen

the economic depression waeg at ite peak many college graduates
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among the coclored group found number writing the only source
of employment. In some cases it proved so profitable that

when legitimate employment did present itself they were

- unwilling to make the change, Wany individuals write num-

bers as a side line to augment their earnings in some legi- -
timate Job., The milkman may pick up bets left by his cus-
tomers with the empty bottles; the Janitor 1n.aome large
of flce bullding may make the duty of emptying waste-baskets
the occaslon for taking bets in the various offices., Boot-
blacks, elevator boys, and "red-caps" also write numbers as
a8 lucpative side~line, The number of writers employed by
a single organization varies, of course, with the size of
the organization - the average house employing from BQO_to
500 writers, A large organization will employ thousands,
¥hen the time comes for the writer to turn in his bets he
deducte his commisgsion which 1e ordinarily 257 of his total
take although it varies some with Aifferent houses, After
doing this the writer's work is completed for the time béing,
At a stipulated time the writer's "take" 1s collected
by the "piek-up” man who occupies the next higher position
in the organization, The function of the pick-up man is to
collect the bets of sll the writers within a given aron‘ana
it 18 he who carries the bets to the house, In some organi-
zations the picke-up man ig the only contact which the writer

has with the house for which he writes. In such cases, the
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writer often does not even know where the house is located,
In most instances, however, he knows the whereabouts of the
house and will frequently carry his own take to the house,
Sometimes a policy house is a regular "hangout" where the
writers, pick-up men, and other individuals loaf and dia-
course uron the perennial tople of numbers, Before the
pick-up man depositsvhis take he too deduets his commission
which is usually 107 of the total amount of money which he
collects in his territory. Thus by the time = one dollar
take has reached the policy house 1t has been reduced to
67.5 cents.,

The money and slips which are brought in by the pick-
up men are deposited with the cashier(A)l vhoase duty 1t is
to count the money and check it with the written bets, "hen
this 1s done he turns 1t all over to the office elerks (8)
who make the proper entries in the books of the house, The
8lipe containing the bets are then brought to the checking
room and divided among the various checkers (seated at C), <
The number of checkers varies with the volume of business,
a good sized house having from 10 to 20, Their salary is
usually not more than ten dollars a week, “ometimes pick-
up men and writers are able to serve as checkers thereby

augmenting their regular earnings, The function of the

1. The letters A-Z refer to the corresponding letters on
Plate V,
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checkere l1ls to check the tickets for winners after the
drawing has been completed.

The individual whose duty 1t is to draw the numbers
is known as the operator (D), He stands on a small plat-
form in full view of all present and as he draws a number
he ealls it out to the eclerk (E) who places 1t on the black-
board, 7hen the drawing is finished the checkers begin
their work, 1In the @eantime the writers and pick-up men
check the numbers on their duplicate slips with those on the
board,

During the time of the drawing the policy house re-
sembles somewhat the stock exchanse during the trading perilecd
with men rushing baeck and forth, numbers being called, and
the general loud talking and excitement,

The winninge in the three-digit games are, of course,
not determined in the house but are obtained by telephone
from one of the newgpaper offices, or from the paper ltself
when 1t appears on the newsstands, The slips for these games
are checked along with the poliecy slips,

After the slips have been checked, the winning tlekets
are collected and returned to the oaghier's office where the
pay-off 1is made, The writers and pick-up men who hol}d ?1nn1ng
tickets go to the cashier's window where they receive the
pay-off for those of their elients who have hit. By the time

the writer is ready to leave with the money for his customers,
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8lips bearing the winning numbers have been printed and he
supplies himeelf with a quantity of these for distribution,
The wrlter is responsible for delivering the money to his
elients but only after he has deducted his share which is
ordinarily 207, In those capes where the writer is not
permitted to come into the house the pay-off is made to the
plek-up man who gives it to the writer who in turn gives 1t
to his winning clients, The plck-up man, however, is al-
lowed no share’in the winnings.

At the head of a policy house ig the manager or execu-
tive officer, He is seldom the owner ¢f the business,
Rarely, if ever, does an owner of any importance operate
his own business, Fe remains in the background as much as
pessible and leaves the manager with a free hand, The
position of manager isg an important one and he ig paid ne-
cordingly. The minimum salary in a small organization ims
seldom lower than fifty dollars a week and some large ore
ganlzations pay am high as two hundred dollare a week,

At the present time 1& Detroit there are approximately
356 separate organizations such as we have described above,
The most important of these are the Big Four, Big Train,
TiaJuana and Interstats, Alabama-Georgia, Michigan, Yellow
Dog, Royal Blue, Daily News, C & J Kollywood, Worth End-
W&et End, Vestern Union, Reno-St, Louis, Greyhound, "hippet,
Flying Cloud, Cadillac Special, Red Arrow, Nighthawk,
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Kentucky and Tennessee, lLast Train, Polar Bear, Black Dog,
and Rhode Island. A number bank is often referred to as a
wheel or book. One speaks of the Michigan book or the Yellow
Dog wheel, TFrequently several houses are under the same
ownership, The houpe iteelf is usually located on the

gecond floor of some sgtore building or closed bank buildings,
Some small bankersg have been known to have their businese
place in the back seat of a large automoblile, thus being

able to move about rapidly and avoid the danger of a raid,

External Crganization

The most lmportant organization above the individual
bank in Detroit is an organization known as the "Associatsd
Number Bankers." At present all of the principal number
bankers in that city hold membership in 1t, Jts chief
purpose ig to insure negro control of the racket against
outside apggression, The negro group realized that 1T they
were to maintain their control of the racket in Detroit it
would be necemsary for them to dlssolve thelr minor 1ﬁd1v1-
dual aifferences and act sg a group should an emergency arige,
In fact, 1t was in such an emergency that the organization
had its inception., In 1928 a group of Cleveland Jews at-
tempted to break down the negro monopoly in Detrbit and had
almost succeeded in daing.ne wﬁeﬁ the nenroesn uni%&d their

forges and Arove them out, foon after this the Asanninted
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Number Bankers was formed, In addition to its proteotive
function the organization serves to regulate rates of pay

on winninge in the various games and also to divide the

eity into areas in which different houses will have control,

The associated bankers retain thelr own lawyer who is pald
a fee of $150 a month, His duty is to serve as bondsman
and general consultant when the bankers or thelr employees
become involved with the law,

Another organizatiﬁn of considerable importance is the
"Cover Bank," of which there are only a very few in the
country - the two largest being located in Pittsburgh and
New York., The function of these banks_ia to underwrite the
betes of the loecal banks, thereby protecting them against
excespive losses on any particular number, lLet us 1lluse

trate the operation of a Cover Bank by an example: say that

in Detroit on 2 particular day 502 is & "hot number."l Now

the local banker may not wish to run the risk of having that
number appear for it may mean a loss of thousands of dellaés.
To insure himself againet such an exigency he wires or
telephones to a Cover Bank and plases on the number 502 an
amount of money equal to the amount bet in his loeal bank

on the same number, If it should happen to appear he 1g
then nompletalyiprotectad gince he will colleect from the
Cover Bank and make tﬁe loeal pay-off with that money,. ?#l

i

1. A number that has been played haivily‘

|
=
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local banker himself gains no pecuniary advantages from such
a procedure, It merely serves to establish his reputation
as one who "pays off" regardless of how heavy the hit, a
reputation which pays well in the long run, This method of
protecting himself through the Cover Bank 1s sometimes
referred to as "sureing off.," Of course, the Cover Bank
cannot be used in poliey since 1ts numbers are local and
besldes there are ways of taking care of heavily played

poliey numbers in the loecal bank,

Spatial Organization

The headquarters of & number organization is practieally
always located in the chief city of a metropolitan area and
the racket is controlled in the esuburban areas from that
point, Very often the range of control extends beyond the
metropolitan area as in the case of Detroit where it ineludes
¢lties as far away as Saginaw, Flint, Bay City, and Kalamazoo,
The method of control varies with the proximity to the city.
In the outlying citlies control is maintained by Detroit bankers
who furnish the backing for the loeal concerns., For thie
service they receive a certain percentage of the take in
those cities, The management of esuch a house ig usually in
the hands of some local individual vho exercises considerable
freedom in the operation of the bﬁainoas, The cities within
the metropolitan area are controlled directly from Detrolt,
That 1is, ﬁhe bets are picked up by automoblle and brought
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into the eity. Yinnings in these cities are paid directly
from the Detroit banks. Plate VI shows the spatial pattern
of number gambling in the Detroit area,.

In cases of very powerful organizations such as the
"Duteh” Schultz ayndleate in New York, control may extend
over egeveral states, The Schultz organization with head-
quarters in New York city is sald to have controlled opera-
tlons in cities as far awsy as Washington, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, and some think even ss Tar away as Detroit,

Number Gambling and the Law
An important aspeset of any racket organization is the

‘method whereby it enliste the services of the law in its

favor, WIthbut the "fix", as 1t 1a ealled, batﬂwua.tht-:
:' racketeer and the publle offieial - particularly the police -
it 15 safe to say that rackets or any form of large m

~ organized crime could not cghtinue to exist, All wr
on the aﬁh}lﬁ%~&?ﬂ agreed that such fixing is » ””:‘"?
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some of the poliece wink at the workings of
particular gangs,.

There 1s an old saying in New York gang-
dom, "You gotta be wired," The wire isg an
eseentlial 1link in the complex mechanism of
organlzed crime and polities., ¥Without it no
operation of large-seale rackets, running into
millions of Aollars, 1s poseible, Without it,
no gang of killere, immune from the law, aan
flourish, Yet the wire, as known in ¥anhattan,
has seemed inherent in the very nature of the
political system and the charaster of a self-
governing people,

The wire is the link between erime and
the courts; the deviee whereby the eriminal
with politiecal influence ean walk right
through the barricade of poliece set up to
protect the citizen, The wire ig the con-
nection between the eriminal with politieal
Influence and the poliece court, or court of
first instance, which in Wew York is known as
the Magistrates' Court.

The wire may be a district leader.
Frequently 1t 1s, It may be a shyster law-
yer who has reached a cooperatlve understand-
ing with a magistrate or a e¢lerk of the
Vaglatratee' Court, or both, It may be the
maglatrate himeelf - since that gyardlan of
the people's Justice isg a creature of politiecs
and 1e¢ made or broken by the distriet poli-
tieclan, whg in his turn may be made or broken
by gunmen,

1,

24

Dayton Stoddart, dp. eit., Dec, 29, 1934, p. 18; quoting
District Attorney Charles F, Kelley, Fhiladelphia, Penn,

Thompson and Raymond, op, eit., p. 183, This 1s one of
the best studies of racketeering yet to appear. Both
authors are crime reporters, Thompson for the New York
Times; and Raymond for the New York Herald Tribune,
Thompaon covered the fOeabury inveastigation and the
recent trial of James J, Hines, The book is based on
facts disclosed in the Dewey inveatigation.

S0 (T
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It 18 one thing to admit that c¢ollusion exists between
the racketeer and the publiec official; it 1s quite another
thing to find specific instances of such a relationship.

In my own investigations I found that this was one topic
the gambler refused to discuss, Hence for thie part of the
study, I have had to rely prineipally on secondary.aaurces,
although during the course of the investigation T have had
certain personal experiences which while not definitive do
throw some light on the subject,

Let us exanine first some of the secondary sources,
Perhaps the ﬁrincipal sources of this kind are the crime in-
vestigations which have taken place from time to time in
aifferent citles over the country, Such inveastipgations
almoat never fail to make startling disclosures with regard
to the cooperation of the police with the eriminal element
in the community. One of the most revealing investigations
was that carried out in Wew York city by the Seabury Com-
mittee in 1931 and 1932, It was particularly revealing as
regards the number racket einece it took place at a time when a
this racket wae at its peak, Oertain number bankera sub-
poenaed for thls investigatlion confessed that they were
buying police protection. Their employees, they revealed,

- wore initialed buttons in their lapels to show that they
were working for protected organizations, Writers, plck-up

men, ete, not wearing such buttone were liable to arrest while
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the protected individuals plied thelr trade unmolested by
the police., Uany other examples of a like nature have been
brought to light by 1nveet1gat1nha in other aities but this
one example will suffice to 1llustrate the point,

The income tax investigators in going over the accounts
of the now defunct "Dutech"” Sechultz Gambling Syndicate found
that some $0000 a week went out for police protection., These
payments appeared in the books as "ise," which 1s the under-
world designation for police grart.l

The police, however, are not the only pudblie officials
involved in the number racket., Lawyers as well are an
important asset to the business, Yany of them are employed
by the racketeers as consultante and bondsmen. Thelir im-
portance to the number racket has been clearly stated by
Judge Horace Stern of the Philadelphia Quarter Sessions Court,

Criminal lawyers are the real bralns back

of the mobs, are advising them vhat to do, and

are really accessories before the fnet, Without

eriminal lawyers, organized crime would collapse -

not all erime, but erime organized on s nationwide

basis, .eves Criminal gange regularly employ mem-

berse of the bar with whom they econsult and from

them obtain professional guidance in their systema

tic law breaking, It is the heads 6 ghesa organiza-
tiones who pay the lawyers their feesn,

1. Howard ¥elellan, ”G&mbling, A Enife in the Back of
Business," can Business, June, 1936, p, 51,

2. Dayton Stoddart, op. ¢it., Dec., 29, 1934, p. 18,
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Judge Stern speaks with authority for he was selected by the
elty of Philadelphla in its war on the number racket to
preside over a speeial Numbers Court, a court which in the
brief period of its existence, secured over 400 conviections
of number racketeers,

A committee appointed by the American Bar Assoeiation,
to investigate the part played by lawyers in the number
racket made similar observations,

There is already strong. evidence that a
small group of lawyers at our bar have permitted
themselves t0o become literally nothing more than
the hired men of the higher-ups in the ecriminal
activities referred to, ... These lawyers have
apparently been on a regular retaine® from
these higher-ups to go te the help, night or day,
of the subordinates when arrested, It is certaln
that some of these lawyers 4o not know their
clients until the name 1s called by the clerk of
the court to appear.

It 18 certain that the lawyer 1ln many cases
knows nothing of the gullt or innocence of his
client; he is in court because he has been
directed to be there by the higher-ups or their
agents, prepared to enter a plea of nolo contenders,
or to listen to the testimony of police officers
and take advantage of any opening for aaquittal
that might present itself at the moment,.

In these circumstances, the lawyer is as
much a part of the machinery of the racket as the
man who weni to bail for the defendant (without his
knowledge, )

Richard "Dixie" Davis, attorney for "Dutch" Schultz
has told how at $§50 a case he and his staff of assistants

1, Dayton Stoddart, Ibid, p. 18,
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were kept busy obtalning acquittals, posting bond, or
paying ball fer the writers, plek-up men, and other under-
lings of the Schultz organization.l

In thelr recent study, Gans Rgia in New York, Thompson

and Raymond make the following obeservationat

The expansion of the hoodlum gangster
caused him to become interested, as all big
business men are, in cutting down the costs of
operation, "here he had a lot of men com=
mitting a lot of erimes every day, 1t was ex-
pected that there would be 2 lot of arrests,
The politician could fix the poelice, or aeould
fix some courte, but the necessity of a court
appearance, even when the fix was in, dbrought
on the necessity of having a lawyer, There-
upon the contract lawyer for the erime machine
emerged, looking after 211 the arrests of the
gang, frequently at a flat and fixed fee of so
much per case, sometimes on retainer,

“hen the boss gangster fromrm the bootleg
trade branched into industrial racketeering he
had 8t1l1]1 more uses for his lawyer, FHe needed
advice on how to organlze his phony trade
assocliationa, He needed some one to tell him
Just how far hie captive labor unions eould go
under the complex astructure of lawe forbidding
one type of labor agltation and permitting
others, lNe needed lawyers, too, to help hinm
decide jJust how much of his loot should be
shared with the FPederal Government and the
state government in the form of income tax
paymente, to keep him out of trouble, and how
much might egcape taxation by smart legal
devices,2

Take a 1ist of the members of any gang, the
records of their arrests, and the notices of

1. J. Richard "Dixie" Davis, "Things I Couldn't Tell T411
Now", Collier's Weeklg, August 5, 1939, p. 13.

2, Thompson and Raymond, op, cit., pp. 159-160,
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appearance filed with the courts by their
lawyers, and it will be seen that through-

out this gang's activity in ¢rime, the same
lawyers, or same group of lawyers, appear
time after time, for the same eriminales and
members of thelr criminal gangs, These law-
yere go into the courts, again and again, and
solemnly urge the innocence of their clients
upon Judzes and Jurors, knowing perfectly well
that the previous month or the previocus vear they
were making the same argument in behalf of the
gsame criminal charged with the same or a simi-
lar offense, In effect and in fact these
lawyers have been Just as much members of the
gange as the gangsters themselves, but they
have been protecte@’by the privileges which
they regard as a lawyer's right. The rest of
the bar has been very silent,l

If the specific practices of New York
lawyers in continuous defense of gangs were
detalled, 1tem by item, through the years from
1919-1939, the material would fill a twenty-
five-foot shelf, ZIvery gang had 1te attorneys,
and the attorneys their cases, Enoush has been
done here to show some patterns of lawyers'
participation in gang rule, Other patterns
exist., Take Arnold Rothstein's legal staff,
for instance, He lent money to many criminale,
He kept a stable of lawyers, just as he kept a
stable of rece horses - both for his profit,?

The recent Dewey investigation of racketeering in New
York eity has revealed more facts remardine the relationship

between the number gambler and the publie official,? In the

l, Ibia, p. 166,

2. IMia, p.2181;

3. In the original draft of this paper written just as
this investigation was getting under way I made the
following statement: "The Dewey investigation now
in progress in New York city, the results of which
have not yet been made publie, will no doudbt serve to
substantiate the findinge of the Seabury committee and
Judge Stern and perhaps uncover even more surprising
conditions," :



64

prosecution of James J. Hines, notéd polliticlen and districs
leader of Tammany Hall, some startling facts of this nature
were disclosed, In the trial of Hines, "Dixie" Davis who
had served as a go-between, for Duteh Schultz and Hines,
turned state's evidence and told the whole story of the
connection hetween thece two men, Davis' testimony was in
part as follows:

Then Schultz got Mines on his own pay roll
to give political protection to the combination,
and that was a magter stroke, for we soon found
that what Hines could do was plenty. He could,
and 414, have cops transferred vhen they
bothered the numbers, He had maglstrateas throw
out good cases that honest cope had made againet
George Weinberg and lulu Rosenkrantz, He gave
his support to a district attorney vho didn't
bother us much,

When 1t zot around that Schultz and_Finee
were behind the numbers, the game boomed,

Hines was worth knowing and T cultivated
him, FHe also cultivated me, because he didn't
like to be seen much with gangsters, and I,
being a lawyer, made a convenlent go-between,
Hines at this time was on the Dutehman's poliecy-
racket pay roll for #1,000 a week, later cut to
§500 when times got harad.

I couldn't tell at the trial that I wae
glving Hines money too., Hines needed pore but
the Dutchman was a tightwad and wouldn't give a
penny more than {500 a week, so I put up an equal
amount out of my pocket without even telling
Sehultz, I also pald the restaurant bille and
bought the fight tickets on Friday nights, when
Hines entertained paitiea of judges, politicians
and big businessmen, :

i. Davis, op. cit.; July 29, 1939, p. 40,

2. Davis, op. oit,, July 22, pp., 40-41,

v
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This Fines was a district leader who

controlled dbher district leaders, and was so

powerful he could order judges and nolice

offielals around, lfore than once I sat late

with Hines and Duteh Sebultz in 2 mob night

¢lub asg we plotted ways by which, with the

Dutehman's mob and money, Fines miﬁht extend

his power over stlll other dlstrictes and selze

absolute control of Tammany and the whole aeity

government,

Detroit is no exception to the general rule that the
guccess of rackets and underworld activities in general ie
dependent upon the cooperation which they receive from
publie officlale and the law enforcing agencies, The gmrand
jury investigation of Detroit's police department now under-
way hae revealed that Inspector Arthur Brown, head of the
Police Identification Bureau had made aprointments of private
pelicemen, giving them badges and permite to carry guns, and
that these men were being employed by poliey houses as guards;a
that Thomas C. Wilecox, sheriff of Yayne County, and Duncan
¥eCrea, prosecuting attorney, were on the payroil of the
leading gambling establishments, and houses of prostitution

in notrait3; that a baseball pool was paying out 50 o0 100

1, 1Ibia, July 29, p., 21. This ig from a series of six
artielea appearinzg in Collier's between July 22 and Aug,
26, 1939, They constitute s complete statement of
Davia connection with the numbers racket, They re-
iterate what was brousht out in the Dewey investigation,

2. Detroit Féae Press, Teb, 2, 1940,
3. Detroit Free Press, Feb, 24, 1940, p, 1.
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thousand dollars annually in "protection" money, and that
substantial portions of this amount were finding thelr way

to the Prosecutor's office,’

In the case of Sheriff Wilecox
it was revealed that a regular schedule of protection

prices had been established - houses of prostitution §100

to §300 per month, gambling establichments and handbooks

§50 to #1000 per month,. and operators of gambling machines
§10 per month per machine in operation.

A number of personal experiences will further serve
to show that Detroit 1s no exception to the general rule
that public official and racketeer are often in elose union,
I was seated in the office of one of Detroit's prominent
gamblers one day when an investigator from the prosscutar's
office at{empted to use the "shake-down" (extortion) on this

individual, The investigator's words were these: "I under-

stand that you are doing a good business here, I am going

- %0 close you up if you don't kick me in £20 a month so I

can pay for my new Studebaker.," ¥r. ___, the gambler,
replied: "I have already pald the big shote for letting me
alone, WNow you get the hell out of here or I'll eall the
prosecutor's office.”

On another oceasion one of the gamblers with whom IThe

1, Detroit Free Press, Farch 8, 1940, p. 4.

2. Detroit Free Press, March 10, 1940, p. 2.
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was on rather intimate terms came to}Ann Arbor with a view
of getting number playing started on the University eof
Michigan campus, I arranged for Mr, ____ . to meet with
peveral students who had expressed their willingness to sell
the numbers, Accompanying ¥r, — Was ¥r, J, ¥,, vho at
that time was rumning for the office of sheriff in Yayne
County, He informed mé that he was in no way interested in
the racket but was backing ¥r, ____ whom he said was a "good
egz.” J, ¥.'s motive was no doubt a dunl one, TPFirst of
all, ¥r, ____ would be very helpful in securingz the negro
vote in the coming eleotldn. In the second place, ¥r,
maintained an extensive business in Detroit and should J, ¥,
be elected it would be a profitable contact for him, :

On various occasions number writers have told me that
policemen frequently purchased numbers from them. In many
cagses a patrolman would bet on a number and not pay for 1t,
If the number should win the policeman wag always sure to
be on hand for the pay~-off and nothing would be saild,

Another personal experience is of interest here alaa; 5
In a newspaper article 1t was reported that I had made an
expose of the number racket in Detrolt and that I had found
glaring examples of police protection. This article mtﬂmn}
ealled forth the rebuke of the police department, In the
newspaper controversy which :a'nm my alleged statements
were branded as "downright silly" by Policé Commissioner
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Pickert. After the appearance of this article I was flooded
with letters from various individuals in Detroit attacking
Commissloner Pickert and giving inestances of collusion which
they themselves knew of, Typleal of these expressions is
the following:

8111y, me eye. Ask Plekert how's about

J. R,"'e place at 222 Lafayetie just across from

the postoffice, You can place a bet there any

time, This place has been there for veare and

will continue to be there because Plckert 1s a

good friend of J, R,

To concludet Numﬁar gambling follows the general
pattern of organization of all larpe scale vice and erime,
This pattern consists of four basic elements: (1) an
elaborate hierarchical organization of personnel, (2) a :
spatial organization in which a wide territory is controllead
from a central metropolitan area, (3) the "fix", in which
public offlclals, principally police and politicians, are
drawn into and made a part of the organization, (4) legal
aid in which members of the legal profeassion become the
advigors and consultants of the organization, In one sense
this pattern of organization is neither new nor unique for
it 18 essentially the one followed by legitimate buainess,
It 18 new, however, in the sense that as 2 form of oriminal
organization it may be said to date from the prohibition era,
although at least one element, that of "fixing", is probably
an age 0ld practice,




Let us turn now to a consideration of the waye in which

the number gambling publie attempte to control the outcome

of the numbers,
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Chapter V

"Beating The Numbers"

As one might expect, all sorts of fanciful schemes
have been devised to "beat the numbers." These Bthemes or
syatems as they are called, range all the way from simple
"keys" to very alaborate deviees involving what might appear
to be higher mathematics, One individual (a college graduate)
built 2 rather elaborate system on the theory that fod "trigo-
nometrizes” and hence winning numbers can be predicted by
means of logarithmie tables, MHis system works as follows!
if on a certain day the winning number (on Clearing Fouse or
Race Mutuels) should be 215, then the winning number for the
next day could be derived from the logarithm of that number
which 1s 2,33244, The winning number for the following day
then would be either 233 or 244 or any combination of 23%3 or
244, By boxing both numbers one could he sure of winning
provided the system was sound, "hen questioned about the
success of the system the characteristic reply was ”wail, I
haven't had mueh luck with it yet, but once I gmet it per-
fected I'm sure it will work and then wateh me roll in the
dough," There are a great many such systems created by
individuals for their own private use,

No less fantastle are the ayétoms drawn up by certaln
individuals and sold at the newsstands for a small price,

Konjle's Relativity System, presented below, is one of the
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most famous of these systems.

After making certaln mathematiocal de-
ductiona, I have reached this conclusion about
approximating a group of figures that works
out to perfection., ‘I have found that in a
series of numbers, 1f one operation ean be
performed in M ways, and another operation
in N ways; then 1t follows loglcally, that
the same operations ocan be performed in N
times N ways,

The relative position of these figures
can be arranged so as to form varlous groups
of combinations, provided that the family
or clircle group of these figures are kept
in contact,

Here ia an example of this system!

1931 Mutuele Total Pald

5 races 7 roces
Hov, O 273,40 316,60
Nov, 10 191.80 250,20
Nov, 11 157.00 270,50

OCbserve that in these three days the figure
7 ocourred 3 times, the 6 three times, and
the 3 twice,

I then solved for the unknownt: 1 let
7 times 6 equal ¥, and § times 3 equal N,

6ExT =W
6x3=N
6 times 7 equal A2
6 times 3 equal 18
Therefore ¥ & 42
N = 18

I then multiplied ¥ times W, which is the same
as multiplying 42 times 18 which equal 756,

42 x 18

33
755
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I arranged these figures in famlly groups
by getting their relative positions, Wirst
I dealt with 75 and then with 56,

The figure 7 which was the firast figure,
was left alone, Aécordinz to the relative
position of figures; 5 is relative to 3 and
3 18 relative to 8, Things relative to
the same things or relative thinge are
relative each to each other, and are similarly
placed, :

- I then was able to form the following
combinations by attaching the 3 and the 8 teo
the 75, obtaining the combinations 735 and
785. '

On the following day which was November
12th, the figures of importance were 735.
I then proceeded with the 55, The figure
5 being the first figure was left alone,
Then 6 1s relative to 9 and 9 is relative
to O, Forming the combinations, I obtained
560 and 569, On the next day which was
Ngvember 13th the figures of importance were
065, ,

Conclusiont: This system is very good,
and ean be applied easily, If you follow
the mathematieal caloulations, you will have .
no reason to complain,
Note: That Fonje's Relativity works
not only in the Mutuels Total, but in any
given system,l
Another famous system and one which has made 1ts creabor
fabulously wealthy is that of Poliey Pete, Fis 12 as far-
fetoched and 1llogleal ag that of Prof. Konje, Both of these

systeme have a wide sale throughout the United States and
.t '

1, Prof, Konje's,
PP, T8-T9.

ok, 1934 1ssue,
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may bé purchased at any large newsstand,

Not all numbaf players are taken in by such schemes as
those of Polley Pete and Konle. Nany realize that there isa
only one possible way of beating the numbers and that 1s by
finding some channel vhereby they can get to the source of
the number before it 1= made publie, Their method 1a to get
on the "inside" whieh they attempt to 4o in various ways,

There is a common notion that the various exchanmes from
which the winning numbers for certain games are obtalned are
part and parcel of the racket, IFany belleve that the quota-
tions of the exchanges which appear in the newspapers are
put there for the convenience of those who play the numbers,
The 1dea has arisen also that the offici&ia and employeeg of
these exchanges can be bribed or cajoled into furnishing ade-
vance information on the winning numbers, Consequently
numercous attempts to obtain such information are made by those
who play. Such requests are usually made in the form of a
letter addreassed to some official of the exchange or to the
oxchangé itself, The ehief recipient of such letters 1s the
New York Stock Exchange, At this exchange they have become
80 numerous that it has been found neeessary to provide
separate files for them, appropriately named "orank letter
files," Theee letters are important not only in illustrating
the point under discussion but also in throwing light on

other phases of this study as well, Let us examine some of
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them.l These letters may be roughly grouped into four
general types: (1) plain requests, (2) pleas, (3) propo-
sitions, and (4) reprimande,

The Tirst type, the request is fairly common, It is
generally quite brief and proceeds on the assumption thsat
the information sought is avallable and may be obitained by

simply asking for 1t or upon payment of a smnll fee, The

following are typleal of this type of letter:®

150 Anderson Ave,
Atlanta Gs,
Battle Hill Sana,

To Whom It Concern:
Dear Sir:

I want Just a little information, how
much Per Week Does yur firm charge for Private
information such as Complete totals, of Both
8tock and Bond exchanges,

I would want said information direct
from your Offices as in my City it ies not avall-
able, One Doesn't necesegary have to have a
Private "ire installed Does he? Send Prive
if Available, Would want Info as son as market
close,
Thanking you in Advance,

l. The writer 1s indebted to ¥r. Charles ¥lem snd Mr, J, K,
Westerfield of the staff of the Wew York Stock Exchange
for the opportunity of obtaining coples of these letters,

2, TFor other letters of this type see Appendix B,
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¥iddletown
Chio
4/3/35

Dear S8ir Please Virite me at Cnece I want to Buy
the Stock no for Friday & Saturday 5 or 6
how much will it Cost
Write me and 1 will %Wyre the nmoney to you if
you think thats Best or mall it, 7Please Do
that at once
From a friend

8. 18 1934
Atlanta Ga,

Dear
Sirs

20 B, EcNealles Alley

¥r, Dann Norring and Mr Mack Fenderson we would
like to try to know About the Bounds Farkit Zvery
day we iz desire to open a office 1f we can Bit
the Numbers one day for the next day or Git the
first of Zvery Mo the numbers that iz goin teo fall
on Every date would yu send it to Us by Mail or
telleGrams and we will Rang for 4t on this end aso
let us know right away so we ean open ouer office
this month send by By ¥aill or

By tellergram

and we will Rang for it on

this End send 1t to

20 B, Velealls Alley
Atlanta CGa,
we iz going to open ouer office at this place,

The most common of the letters recelved are of the
second type, the pleas, Usually ﬁritten by women these

letters have as thelr centra)l theme the extreme hardship

‘




Jackson, ( Rosia )Mrs. “HB% _ / ‘ -~ & | 3
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brought on by the depression and the necescity of obtalning
immediante finanecial asslstance, Doubtless some of them are
fabrieations, but on the whole they appear to be genulne and

sincere, Illustrative of this group are the followinq.l

¥artins ﬁerry, Chio
T’OV - ‘-N -~ 32

Dear 8ir, to the Edlter of the ZStok ¥arket.
I must drop you few lines hoping to hear from
you soon as possible, Dear 8ir I am wmaking my
last appeal to you you may be able to help me,
I am Just a poor Widow with five Children, and
they are Jjust ready to take my little home any
time now, I know you will help me if it 1is
possible, I hope you can grant me this favor,
You will sure be rewarded for it. 7T wished
you could send me one S¢ock Market number the
Total Sales Just for one dsy. I could play it
here for 50 ets. I would be all right then, I
have to have #3,00 next week or I will be put
out of my home, just thihk of it if you have a
wife and Family of your own, these Gamblers are
making all kinds ﬁ'money, they won't miss 1t at
all i1f I ecan make & hit,

Dear Sir and Editor please think this over
and try and help me, no one will ever know a
thing about it., I will promiese you that.

Yours truly

¥ansfield, Ohio
Dac, 2' 1935
Dear 8ir.

What I'm going to aak you you may think I'm
erazy, but I assure you I'm not. You see I'm a
girl ﬂf 18 and will soon be married, that is it
all depende on you rather I do or not, You see

1, Tor other letters of this type see Appendix B, rEbB¥




I told the fellow I'm going to marrie I know
the Boss of the stock and Bond exchange of
New York and Told him I could get the No
whieh would win on Stock for Wednesday. You
see 1f he findes out T was only foolinc every
thing will be over. between us, I could not
stand that, I'll assure you I won't mention
This to noone, if you Will send this So I e¢an
get Wadnesday morning mail,

Fere's who to send 1t to,

Columbug, Ohio

New York st Exch
Ag 1 an & lone wider wilan and no job

nar no body to Help me 1 am asking pu to send
me sone good locky no the rent woman wont Her
House 1 ant got no mony 1 an 2 long way fron
Home tell whi to play the and what to play 1
1111 Haff the mony with yu

she Just give me to 27 of last month a worried
mﬁthtr

Duar Sir: : |
Will yours Please halp me i am a poor
wodow and have 3 little children ent got :
nothing to eat no close to ware and my poor
children is orying every day m ir mr ntn
hﬁ@wmtmmnﬁ : 1 think
yo 18 know how 1t _‘m mm and
mu m to ware P ‘do that for my
vhildren sake if you du & mz Keep %.-._"-







Walter P, Stepanskyl
700 Crossland S5t.

Port Vue, Pa,
Sept. 12, 1934

New York Stoek Exchange
11 Wall Gtreet
New York

¥r. Ashbell Green
Dear Friend:

Although I am not well acquainted with you,
I take great pleasure, in writing you this
letter, and ecallinzg you dear friend, because
after you get thru reading what I have to tell
you, we will be friends for Ever, I have obe
tailned your name, and the type of businens
that you are engaged in, from a friend of mine
in New York City.

I will give you hls name any time you re-
quest it, although he 414 not know what I wanted
it for, I 4id not tell him and T wont tell him
that I ever wrote to you, Because this must be
strictly confidential, only you and T will know,
what I wanted to know your name for, and in
this letter I will tell you the only reason,

Because you are the Secretary of the New
York Stock Organization, and you have the power,
without a doubt, to contrel the stock transactions,
if you will control them, it means thousands of
extra dollars for you, Yes it ¢an run into
millions of Deollars, with Two good Friends, One
on each end, and you are the one on the New
York end, and I will do my part all thru Penn-
aylvania,

If for any reason you may think, that you
ean't control the stoock transactions will you
please let me adviee you, how simple it ean be
done, I would say that first you try it once a
week, for example, on Fonday Beptember the 10th
the New York Stock Exchange sold 696,000 shares.

78

1, This letter was typewritten,
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Could it be poseible for you to make up your
mind, one day in advance, or even a week in
advance, on how many shares you will sell on
that certain day, 1if you can tell me that ques-
tion? I can send you Thousands of Dollars,
Daily or Veekly, for your sklll,

Here 1s the story in a nut shell, All
over the state of Pennsylvania, and perhaps all
over the country, ths number racket is a poor
suckers game, and the Racketeers are eleaning
up heavy dalley, and the suckers are ptill
biting wore each day, the odds on gueseing the
eorrect number should be a Thousand to Cne, Yet
they pay only Four Hundred and Tifty for One,
That means when you play a number for a Dollar,
and happen to guees or Win, you will get Four
Fundred and Fifty Dollars,

Then Nine Times out of Ten, if you don't
know where to buy your numbers, you don't get
paid if you do win, The book maker or store
keeper, will give you the alibl that he loat
your slip, or he for got to turn it in ete, I
am enclosing you a copy of the daily paper, to
make you more familiar with what I mean, You
will notice juet below the heading, NEY YORK
STOCK TRANSACTIONS

Sales, londay, September 10th « 695,000
shares,

Tell, 960 was the winner Monday, 114 wae
the winner last Saturday, and 311 was the winner
on Tueesday ete, lLast two figures don't count,
even if the sales run into the wmiliion mark, the
last two figures don't count, but the other three
are the winning number, Now T will say, that I
can't send you a fortune, all at one iime, be-
~cause why kill the goose that lays the golden
eggs, But T will promise to send you a Thousand
Dollars, for every Tip that you send me, I dont
Expect to try and take 1t 211 in one day, I will
teach you a seeret code, that you can use elther,
on the phone, or wire it to wme, 1f you think you
can handle it, Give me one number for a start
and I will be in New York to.gee you three days
after, with the reward and the rest of the good
information, ©Should you find it diffiecult to
give me all three correct figures, you can give
me one merroot figure ta lead with, far txamplu
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960 was the winner on Monday., You could tell me
that 9 will be the lead number, or 6 in the center
or 0 in the end, this I ¢an play a2 hundred number
run down, and still beat the devil but If vou

ean give me two lead numbers, or two end nuwber,

I Junt need a ten number run dowm, how ever the
run down system would soon put me under sus-
plgion, of knowing something about it.

In most places they except run down numbers,
for 154 each only, this ies giving them too much
the best of 1t, in a run down system, You think
it over, don't destroy this letter right away,
see 1f you can't dope out a correct number for
Saturday September the 22nd, or any day sooner
then that will do, if you wish to make 1t
gooner, Just write me or telegram me a day in
advance, or can I eall you on long dlstance the
same day, about four hours before closing time,

I don't think you would want me to pile

up over four or five dollare on one number, the
first time 1t would do us more harm, then it
would ever 4o you good, to hit them to hard in

~ one day, meane to ruin them, I don't want to
brake them up, I think i we get a Thousand
Dollare a plece, out of the Tlrst shot, we can
then make better arrangement when we cantalk it
over personal, I have so far giving you all the
information, that I think would be neceasary for
you to get started, in the bigmest and best
paying position, that wae ever held by any man,
I am very anxious to get peremally acquainted
with you, So here is hopping we will soon meet
together, and wake life time friends now,
thanking you for your kind attention, and the time
you have given me in reading this letter,

T beg to Remain
Yours Sincerely T'or Ever

Walter P. Stepansky.

The last type of letter, the reprimand, 1s rare, The

following few examples practieally exhaust their number,l

1., For other letters of this type see Appendix B,




¥arch 23, 1933

Sir: '

Regardling the Stock number you publish
daily in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette. Yednes-
day ¥arch 22nd wan publiuh&d an 999 b §; 1 DO
Tuesday was 1,207,930, :

e wauld like to know ir thase nﬂmbﬁrﬂ o
are correct or are being tamparuﬂ witheo

Yow Tednesday number wuuia be 0@! aﬂd
Tuesday was 0RO,

ﬁinaa tho ftock Exchange aaenua the
"numbera" that have hit are funny numbers and
the gamblers are making money hers on therm,

There's talk around here sayine the num-
bers are crooked, an 1t be possaible a man em-
ployed in your firm be tnwver1ng with the s%aﬁh
numbars, £

‘Hoping yoﬁ will answer thies lcttar, !%arn :
Truly T EOLBGA R ST Feoirnad A0 TN OINIE S5 SN
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11-25-32
New Castle, Pa,

Dear Sir:

We have been playing the stock in New
Castle, Pa, and not getting no hits here., The
numbers come out in one house one thing and
another place another thing. These branch houses
are packing all the money. If it don't be a change
you won't have no customers Wed, 23, 1932 the num-
ber was 321 in Philadelphia, and 015 in New Castle,
Pa, Tight as times 18 now, a person playing their
money and getting fake numbers, You ought to give
us some protection behind our money, 8o I willl
close from your friends,

Yours truly

No, more to say only changes to be made, %e are

willing to play 1f we get Justice,

Various other methods are resorted to in order to get
advance information on the exchange figures or to alter them
in some way., Attempts are frequently made to bribe the em-
ployees of newspapers into giving advance information on the
quotations which they total, The following news item is 1l-

lustrative:

CROOKED GAMBLERS SEEK TIMES FIGURES!

Police Now Protecting Employes Importuned With
Bribes for Advance Information

Gamblers interested in certain of the so-
called "numbers games" operated in Pittaburgh,
Baltimore, Washington, and Harlem section of New
York and in other elties have been making desperate

1. The New York Times, May 20, 1931, p. 27.
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efforts in the last few days to obtaln ad-
vance information on the figures setting forth
the total of Stock Exchange transactions pub-
lished in The New York Times,

Employes of thia paper have been re-
peatedly approached with offers of bribes to
furnish the figures prior to publication and,
in some instances, to alter the figures., These
efforts to corrupt employes have Auly been re-
ported to the police and precautions have been
taken to prevent the theft of the fisures., ...

That such attempts are sometimes successful is attested by

the following:

$50,000 RUN CLOSES THREE POLICY "BAWKS"

Hundreds Clamor in Vain for Big ¥inningse, Laid to
"Leak" of Treasury Figures,

Three Harlem "banks" were closed yesterday
after hundreds of elamoring exultant "depeitors”
had swooped upon them and withdrew their prinel-
pal, plus suddenly earned interest, which
amounted in the aggregate to £50,000,

The banks were those operated by three lead-
ere in Harlem poliey slip gambling and the deposi-
tors were individuales whose tickets, purchased at
a cost seldom in excess of Tive cents; rose
gseveral hundred per cent in value because they
bore the three numbers which ocecurred in the bal-
ance figures given out by the Treasury Department
in Washlington,

“hen myriads of Farlem's sporting gentry
appeared yepterday to exchange their winning
tickets for “ehekele of asilver and gold" the bank-
ers did thelr best, but thelr cash reserves were
far from adequate to meet the sudden emergency, “hen
the §50,000 balance had changed hands, the finan-
clers shook their heads and decided it was time
to eall a 1little retrenchment,
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While hundreds of winners filled the alr
with erles of chagrin the bankers sent out
thelir scouts to investigate the unparalleled run,
| The scouts returned eventually with the surprising
| news that the run had been caused by a "leak" in
| Waghington,
It seemed, they reported, that several
canny gamblers had dlacovered the balanece figures
on the Treasury Department report twelve hours
before 1t became common knowledge throush the
medium of the press. Armed with this informa-
tion, they selected thelr own numbers - the
destined winneras - and plunged heavily,

There was nothing the bankers could do

about 1t, The backers of the policy slip games

had no redress in the eyes of the law,

Juat how the advance information was secured in this case
1s difficult to say. In all 1liklihood, 1t came throush some
newspaper employee, after the figures had been received from
the Treasury,

Ceonglonally some very daring attempts are made to alter
the exchange filgures,

GAMBLERS POST PAKE CLEARING HOUSE FIGURES:
ATTEVPTED LOTTERY @QOUP FAILS BY A MINUTE
An unguccesaful attempt was made yesterday

morning to substitute fake figures for the regu-

lar clearing house figures posted each morning

on the bulletin board of the Clearing Youse in

Cedar 8t,, but a difference of one minute in the

time of posting was responsible for the substi-
tution being dlscovered.

l. The New York Times, December 6, 1928, p, 1,
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It is known that the Clearing House
flgures are used by gamblers to decide the win-
ning number of poliey mames that are condueted
all over the country, MNillions of dollars, it
1s said, are wagered on the numbers and had the
subbtitution not been discovered so promptly it
1s poseible that those involved would have
cleaned up large sums, as the bookmakers vho
clandestinely sell the policy pay 600 to 1 on
the winning number,

The figures are posted promptly each
morning at 11:30 by Arthur Harman of the Clear-
ing House staff, Yesterday at 11:28 a well
dressed young man walked quietly up to the
board and posted a mpet of figures purporting
to represent the previous day's exchanges,
balances, and Federal Reserve credit balance,

A minute later he stepped down and walked
out the door, Newspaper men and press associa-
tiones were nbout to send out the figures when
¥r, Harman came in with the correct figures,

The fake figures posted weret: Exchanges,
#1,900,000,000; balances, $163,000,000; Federal
Reserve oredit balanee, 156,000,000,

The Clearing ouse offiecials noted the
gimilarity of these flgures,

The combination of the fake figures would
have resulted in the winning number of the
poliecy being 003, whereas the real winning num-
ber was 061,

It is believed that those responsible for
the attempt wagered heavily on 093 in the hope
that they could collect their money before the
substitute was discovered,

The use of the figuraa from the various stock exchanges,
eurb exchanges, and similar organizations for gambling pur-
Poses hasg been the source of considerable ammoyance to the
o:fiaiala of these organigations, Consequently many of them

have either ceased publication of the figures entirely or
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altered them in such a way as to make them useleaavfor such
purposes, The firat to make a ﬁove in this direction was
The New York Clearing House Agsociation which eceased pub-
lication of 1ts figures in January of 1931.1 A few weeksa
later 1t was followed by the New York Stoeck Exchange which
gince then has glven out only the approximate volume of
daily trading,? In ¥ay of the same year the New York Curb
Exchange adopted a similar prnctice.3 ¥any of the smaller
exchanges in other cities were quick to follow suit, The
Chicago Stock Exchange began the publieation of approximate
totals in February, 1931a, and the Toronto Exchange a yearl
later.s

All this was to 1ittle avail, however, for the gamblers
were quick to find other sources from which the number could
be obtained., The United States Treasury totals, the figuree
of the Federal Reserve Banks, the cotton market, the weather
bureau - all proved to be satlafactory substitutes for the
exchange figures, For a peried a figure published in the
Wall Street Journal was used by the Harlem bankers, "hen
the Journal learned of thie it discontinued publication of

l. New York Times, Jan, 1931,

2, This information secured from ¥r. Charles ¥lem, director
of publicity for the exchange, in a conversation with me
on Deo, 28, 1935,

3. New York Timaa, Hay 1 1931 A4,

5. New York Times, Jan. 22 1932, p. 34.
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the number but for a long time the circulation manager was
unable to acoount for the sudden eirculation increase of
approximately 8000 coplen dnilyﬁl It was aftar the elliminas
tion of the exchange figures that the race track figures be-~
came popular, The race track totals are the most widely
used st the present time (1035),

The officianls of the New York Stock Exchange have gone
even farther in their attempt to thwart the gamblers, All
fequests for numbersa are promptly answered, and the exchange
has been careful to point out that it 4s not a part of the
number racket, that it is impossible for anyone connected
with the exchange to furnish numbers in sdvance, and that
those who play the numbers are the victims of a gigantie
fraud, At one time the requents for numbers became so nuper-
ous that it would have been imposeible %o deal with them
without additional secretnrial asssistance, so the exchange
adopted a new practice, A reporter from the New York Versld
Iribune was culled in and given the information on the atti-
tude of the exchange toward the number racket, This material
formed the basie for a feature story which appeared in the

| Iribune, The exchange later had a large nuwber of
coples of this story reprinted, so now when a requent for &
number is rec@ived, a reprint is simply enolosed in an

b > S - iy

l. This information seocured from MNr, Charles Ylem in a

conversation with me on Desember 27, 1035,




envelope and malled to the muuam. e :

This chapter concludes our dlscussion of the core 04’ i
the gmnng complex, In the section which follows we mn
eongider tho various parasitiec activities uhwh Mu m
up around number gamblling,
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Chapter VI

The Confidence Business

Earlier 1t was pointed out that number gambling 4id
not exist in isolation but rather as a part of a larger
complex of activities, Part I1iwas devoted to an analysis
of this complex, In the part which follows sttention will
be given to thoae‘activities whioch have grown up . around
number gambling and which stand in a wmore or less para-
sitic relationship to it. In one sense the material of
this portion of the essay is an extension of Chapter V where
we discussed the various attempts made by the number plaving
public to beat the numbers. The activities which we are
about to deal with are also attempts to beat the numbers,
lowever, there 1s one important difference between them,
The discussion in Chapter V was concerned with what might
be canlled the matter-of-fact devices used to control the
numbers, while the present discussion deals primarily with
the magieal or supernatural devices,t |

It i=s no accident that these magical and occult prac-
ticee have become a part of the number gambling complex,
Fagie, occultism, supernaturalism, go hand in hand with

activitien in which the elements of chance, lueck and un-

s

1. It muat not be assumed that the matter-of-fact devices
are necessarily any more effective than the magieal
ones pince the matter-of-fact devices may be based on
erroneous and even fantastlic premises,
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certainty are present, As Park has sald,

e are all disposed to think in magical
terme in those regions of our experience that
have not been fully rationalized and where our
control is uncertain or incomplete,:

Malinowskl has given usg an inﬁeresting enpiriesl Ademonstra-
tlon of thils fact in his discussion of fishing activities
among the primitive Trobriand Islanders,

While in the villages on the inner
Lagoon fishing is done in an easy and absolutely
reliable manner by the method of polsoning,
yielding abundant results without danger and
uneertainty, there are on the shores of the
open sea dangerous modes of fishing and also
certain types in vwhich the yleld greatly
varies according to whether shoals of fish
appear beforehand or not, It is most signi-
ficant that in the lagoon fighing, where man
gan rely completely upon his knowledge and
8kill, magic does not exiet, while in the open-
gea fishing, full of danger and uncertainty,
there is extensive magieal ritual to secure
gafety and good results.g

In view of these facts 1t is not surprising that we
should find magic and occultism playing an lmportant part in
number gambling, since there is probably no sctivity in which
the elements of chance and luck are so prominent,

This section of the egpay consigts of three chapters.

The first deals with the confidence business and its various

1. Park and Burgess, Egg_gggz, University of Chicago Press,
Chieago, 1925, p. 1206. = :

2. Joseph'Needham (ed.), Soience
Maemillan, New York, 1925, p.
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ramifications., The second chapter is concepned with the
store-front churech and its role in the mumber-gambling com-
plex, The final chapter discusses the tip sheet, lucky
produect, and dream book business.

Just how the confidence game came to be associated with
number gambling is a moot question, Dopesters, propheﬁa,
confldence men, and people of this general ilk are part and
parcel of many different activities and it may be that the
idea was simply taken over by the number racket from these
others, It 1s possible too that the practice may have grown
out of the custom of having lottery tickets bleased by a
priest, 1In the early days of the lottery in Italy and during
the time of the Loulsiana Lottery in this country this was
a widespread practice, the bellef being that sush a blessing
would make the numbers lucky, Since thie priestly service
called for a consideration the whole asctivity might be re-
garded as a rough prototype of the modern confidence game,

The role of the modern confidence man in the number
raekeﬁ 1§ that of dealer in numbers, DBy various means the
individuals engaged in such a business impress upon the
publie that they have unusual puwira, have dlscovered a
"system", or have established certain connections by which

they are able to get the winning numbers, These numbers are

offered for sale to the public, and the fabulous prices which |
they command makes the confidence business the most luerative _
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of the parasitic activities assoclated with number gambling.
There is some variation in the manner in which the con-
fidence game 1s conducted and it is well that we take note
of these differences at this point., The sole basglis of dis-
tinction is the amount of ritual and ceremony or, as one
informant put it, the amount of "hoous pocus” with which the
various individuals surround thelr dealings. On this basls
we may distinguish three types of confidence men: (1) spiri-
tualist,l (2) numerologist, and (3) confidence man proper.
The spiritualist conducts his business with the greatest
of ceremony and mysticlsm, Located usually in an extrava-
gantly furnished apaﬁment., the spiritualist mokes every
effort to impress upon his clientele that his is no ordinary
buginess place, but a temple where communion with other world
spirite takes place, One epiritualist advertised his place
as "The Mausoleum” - I am not sure that this expressed what
he had in mind, however. 1In all such places there is an
obvious attempt to affect an Oriental atmosphere - soft,

thiek, rugs, seml-darkness, burning candles, and incense all

contribute to this end, The spiritualist himself wears a

turban and a long flowing robe of some vivid color., The
meeting with a spiritualist is simple and of short duration -
rarely lasting more than ten winutes, The meeting consists

53

1, To be differentiated from the spiritualist connected tgth
~the spiritualist church,
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of a reading of seripture followed by a period of silence . i
while the spiritualist consults the eryastal:. The nuubar%*“~
revealed by the orystal are then written in red ink upon a
plece of parchment and given to the client, This done the
elient pays his fee and departs, The names ﬁﬁder-whiﬁh*tﬁi'
epiritualists conduct their bueinﬁsn'have-an oriental flavor
and are intriguing to say the least, Such names as these
are to be found in Detroitt Iehmael the Wighty, Rajah
Abdullah, Prince Yogil, Kandu, Sargon, and The Seventh Key Man,

The numerologist ealls himself a seientist and hence has

no plase for the ritual and ceremony which characterize the £
activities of the ipiritnaliat. He takes cur@sﬁt-patﬁi*%él j

that his numbers are not the result of guusiuuwt‘wushnf 1@53
and palnstaking investigations in the science of numerology.
The numercloglst usually meets his olient in the 11 Far -
iﬁiﬁﬁuﬂuvmhnwtwﬁﬁﬁ'mudy-va&anénﬁauﬁﬁiivﬁﬁiﬁrfﬂ~tFW~;;?vysvﬁf5f“
-lﬁﬁﬁﬂiAiﬁtaﬂ out in luprnuatvn array. %h& &n&l!#ﬁﬁ#m '
;uﬁﬂﬂum‘f"”
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Finally, there 1a the confldence man proper who con-

duets his businese on a very matter of faect basis, He pro-
fesses no communion with other world spirits, na-sra&&mn;, .
erudition; his numbers are good because he is on the "inside"
| and has "connections.” These are his chief gelling points,
| In one way or another he eatablishes the belief in the com-
munity that he has an agent at the stock market, or at the
race tracks and over a privately leased wire they are giving
him the numbers in advance, And the people are led to -
bellieve that they are being granted a speclal favor by being

special apoointment much as they would go to a physician's
office, . To avold being too consp!

querade as broker's offices, imsuran
mmm s siuy Lae pa BEPRGS RS et 9
,b¢¢*;ﬂ**§'f;i;j. :




upon the quantity of different numbers that are given out,
the efforts of the confidence maﬁ are directed chiefly toward
building up a large clientele and getting as many numbers as
possible into cireulation each dsy, For purposes .@r'n-:mi- |
tration let us say that a certain individual is able to build
up a ¢lientele of_ 100 persons, 'whieh ie about the average, To
each of these customers there is given a different number to
be played in the numwbers games, This means that for any
particular day he has 100 numbers in play. By telling each
of his clients to box their play this number is increased to
600.1 Thus the confidence man has a better &h&n‘-ﬁmﬂﬁ‘-"w
that one of his mu‘n'um will appear, If he should have more
than 100 clients he may use all over that nuahw'n"!rﬁ.&.
peaters,” 1,e., will duplicate numbers already given out
the first 100, With each number given out he usually givee
aleo a policy gig. So a confidence man with a elientele of
100 or more persons has in circulation on ar e day ap-
proximately wwmav mw&
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His remark to the client on thie matter is usually: "Now
Mr. ___, you're a good friend of mine, I'm giving you‘thin
number as a personal favor, and I expect you to 46 the right
thing with me if it comes out., Remember, ¥Mr, __, it's
'hot' so put some ‘dough' on it." Should the number win the
"right thing" consists of giving ﬁhe confidence man anywhere
from one-fourth to one~half of the winninas.l The elient
pladly acquiesces in thie for he does not wish to offend his
benefactor, HNoreover, he has his eye on more good numbers
("hot shots") in the future.?

An important characterisptic of the confidence racket is
the practice of selling the numbers with a money back guaran-
tee, This weans simply that the confidence man agrees to.
refund the fee should the number fail to avpear within a
stipulated time, usually a week or ten days, At the end of
that time the client theoretieally is free to return and
demand his money. Aetually, however, he is seldom able to
collect this mwoney for the confidence man has devised numerous
and sundry ways of avoiding a second meeting with these
"squawks," as they are called, /An essentlal part of every

confidence man's organization is the "squawk wman” whose duty

1, I know of some cases where the confidence man demanded
asg mueh as three~fourths of the winnlng and somd t.a
have no trouble in collecting. ' ,

Out, of approximately 50 such winners which I was able to
observe, only two failed to share their winnines,
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is nothing more than to save hls employer the embarrassment
of meeting with such peopls. This he may do by forece, per-
suasion, or decelt, It ls Interesting to note, however,

that only a small pereentage of an individual's elientele
become squawks -~ 207 would perhaps be a liberal estimate,
This practice of glving numbers with & money back guarantee
has an important result in that it makes the confidence
racket an extremely dangerous one, Digsatisflied squawks

are not above violence and as a result the confidence men
move about with great frequency - sim months being the
average pericd of residence in any one city or part of a elty.

Up to this point we have dealt with the confidence

racket as 1f 1t !tra a strietly local thing, and as if aﬂﬁm
fidence man and cllent were always in direct contact with rt
each other. This is not the case, however, for at 1#&!&‘&%5 |
of the business of any good confidence man is iu%mnuxuﬁi&;

. For example, men operating in Detroit will have customers
- -.& uﬂ:&n as far removed as Atlanta, mt, Mlm,




PLATE IX

LAY-DOWN CARDS

Confidential Number Information
FROM

THE STOCK EXCHANGE BUREAU

AND
THE UNITED RACING EXCHANGE

We have opened a Servico Company for the dis-
tribution of Guaranteed Winning Information on Num-

bers. -
Total Stock 1-2-3 Races
N. Y. Bond Sales 3-5-7 Races
Stock Average 3-5 Races
N. Y. Bond Quotations 5-7 Races
Early Stock Third Race
Late Stock

We send you one number (the winner for the day
we send it) and it is guaranteed to win.

You wire us $3.50 (Three dollars and fifty cents)
and state your name, address and what you play. You
will receive your winner at once. Play a dollar on it.
As soon as your banker pays you wire us one-third
of your winnings and we will send you another win-
ner and so on.

This information is sent on strictly a money-back
Guarantee, backed up by both our companies. Capital
Stock, $250,000 each.

Wire all Money to either of our companies by
Western Union or Postal Telegraph. Our address is,
Detroit, Michigan.

If you want If you want
Race Numbers Stock or Bond Numbers
Wire the Wire the
UNITED RACING STOCK EXCHANGE
EXCHANGE I BUREAU

Detroit, Michigan
WE DO BUSINESS DIRECT—GUARANTEED!

Detroit, Michigan

P:.—

ANNOUNCING THE OPENING OF , ,
The Institute of Practical Psycllology
AT

606 VERNOR HIGHWAY
Suite 5—Upstairs

Do you play Numbers ?

Have you failed to win? If you want to
win and win at once, come and see me today
and I will give you a guaranteed gig or a
number that will fall on a certain designated
day. In addition, I will give you Free
Psychological Advice that is good for body
and soul and will assist you in continuing
success. '

NOTICE
When I say I guarantee to give you a winner, I
mean just what I say. If I fail to give you a
winner I will refund your money that you have
deposited with me. I know this is fair and honest,
and with my Guaranteed Method you are protected
against loss of any kind.

If you play any of the following, come and
see me now!

3.5.7 RACES INDIANAPOLIS NUMBER
1-2-3 RACES ALL CLEARINGS
NIGHT NUMBER  ALL POLICY HOUSES
WEEKLY ITALIAN LOTTERY
REMEMBER THIS—I charge for my advice,
and if my advice fails I will give back to you
what you have paid me!

INSTITUTE OF PRACTICAL PSYCHOLOGY
OFFICES AT

Room 5—Upstairs
OFFICE HOURS—10 A. M. to 9 P, M. Sundays 1 to 4.

ATTENTION, PLEASEI
All matters of a personal nature given special care
and the best advice possible to obtain.

All business strictly private. No waiting.

o VI

Number Players

———

You Have Missed Many Straight Days Winning -.-
You Should Have Had My 404 793 642

And You should have been one of the 400 people who hit my
Policy Gigs. My System Is Guaranteed!

If you do notwin | will Refund to You What You have Paid Me.

VICTOR
. 606 Vernor Highway East
! At St. Antoing Street

Room S. Upstairs

Hours: 10 a. m. to 8 p. m, - Sundays ! to3 p.m.
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are obtained from "sueker 1liste" purchased from various
gources, The second method is that of newspaper advertising.
It is interesting to note here that negro newapapers not

carrying such advertlising are the exception rather than the

rule,l and that approximately 20% of the income from ad-

vertising ia contributed by confldence men and dispensers

I
! of lucky produotn.2 The eclaims made in some of these news-
paper advertigements are interesting and anyﬁﬁing but wodest,

SENSATIONAL, ASTOUNDING, UNCANNY. A1}
these words fail to deseribe Dr, K's straight,
accurate, dally "INFO," It®s positively the
best money making plan of sll timeas, It's the

" real thing. - DON'T RESITATE, DON'T wWalT, SUB-
SCRIBE TODAY, Wire only $3.50 for one straight,
dally guide, or £5,00 for 3-days accurate "INFO,"
Remember that I shall ocut loose with something Ll
speelial for thils week, You better get in on 1t, 2
because 1t is sure, ™ire all money direct to ; o e
Dr. E, lamoyne, CRICAGO, IlLl., Positively no ' Te
mail received or snswered.J

BE A WIKNERL
The Country's Best Now Available,

You've heard of "Pete" and his conquesta.
cirelee from

He's been talked about in ey




PLATE x

“Settle With Me Every Week”
WIN $1500 FIRS1' - THEN PAY ME!!

My business is number speculation on a large scale. I operate at tremendous expense ’
in order to safeguard my own number investment. I maintain a thoroughly equipped
organization, including men who do nothing else but make and maintain connections
IT'S MY BUSINESS for me at all race tracks, all stock.and bond headquarters, all mercantile exchanges at
TO KNOW all times, Naturally this information obtained costs me big money, but by distributing

this information it increases my income, that’s why ido it. I will accept only reliable people who are
only too glad to pay for bonafide winning numbers. e

THIS IS STRICKLY BUSINESS WITH ME!

There are no strings attached to this offer—Every. morning for 3 days I will wire my
Strictly Straight Number — For one Play --(to -- Win only ’
You are to play$1 straight, and at the end'of 3 ddys’ play you should ke ahead $1500 -

or you owe me nothing. ]

I WANT $100 OUT OF EVERY $500 THAT YOU WIN.

You must wire by telegrarh $3.50 for 1 day or $5,00 for 3 days service as your share of the expense,
and you are to deduct the $3.50 or §5.00 from my share of the winnings. :

Come - on You skeptics: Let me convince you that “beating” :
this game is possible. I’ve doneft for others, WHY NOT YOU?"

How Can You Go Wrong' With This Caliber of “Info”?
Remember vou must live up to your agreement, as;I don’t want any welching. I have had experience
before. If you play fair with me and send me my’share of each winning, I can always acsure you of a
profitable season. 3 3 1 3
DON'T SEND MAIIL_USE TEL.EGRAPH ONLY (Address Not Necessary)

Wire Direct to DR. K. LAMOYNE, - Chicago, IIL

.<FRONT>

$1500.00 . WORTH OF “EXACT - INFO” FOR ONLY $5.00
Whatever you do—don’t miss this OPPORTUNITY to get yourself a real BANK ROLL
I shall prove to you conclusively the wisdom of investing DOLLARS to make HUNDREDS of DOL-
LARS. SOUNDS LIKE THE BUNK DOESN'T IT? Well force my hand and make me prove it to you.
1 insist that a straight $1.00 play each day on my “EXACT NUMBER INFO” must get the money.
Don’t let anyone tell you this number game cannof be beaten. ‘Follow one who knows” and make a
“SUCKER out of your BANKER, t
DON'’T HESITATE .— SUBSCRIBE NOW

I GAVE 3 PIPING HOT NUMBERS, LAST WEEK, ALL STRAIGHT HITS—

Monday, Feb. 25th. I hustled the following figures wut to all clients fully 24 hours in advance, NY. ST.
‘442, NY. BONDS 239, B. & E. 237, Hialeah Fark., 1-2-8-races I wire 179 to all clients. [ sent out 827
for the 3-5 7-races. For Fairground 3-5-7 district I rushed this one out to all clients 985. Tuesday, Feb.
26th, 1 wired all customers to go heavy on the following special digits. NY. ST. 465, NY. BONDS 592,
Hialeah Park 1-2 3-races I advised all clients to lay. theit last dollar on this one 435 and I also gave 339
for the 8-5-7 races. For Fairground 3-5-7 district 1143.. Wednesday, Feb. 27th, I gave. the local bankers
the works with the following figures NY. ST. 335 NY. Bonds 911, Hialeah Park 1-2 3-races I gave 393,
for- the 3-5-7-races 528. Remember that you can't judge sound dops by one trial, give DR. K. a fair trial

and he will convince you that “beating” this game is pPssible if you follow one who knows.

: ! el ODE
1-Is Amos or Carrie. 2-Is Allen or Emma. 3-Is Arthur or Katie. 4-Is Clayton or Catherine. 5-Is Charles
or Mamie. 6-Is William or Pearl. 7-Is Oscar or|Dgrothy. 8-Is Robert or Edna, 9-Is Richard or Anna.
10-Is John or Ruth,

Wire all Money to MYSTERIOUS DR. K. LAMOYNE
' b "W - N CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Don't write—Letters positively will not be rec-ived or answered.

DO NOT PUT THIS AFD IN THE MAIL BOX.

!
l

: {BACK)

aF

LAY DOWN CARD SHOWING CODE 0,

X;“ ey
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never before been revealed, PITE HIUSELF NOW

OFFERS FOR THE FIRST TIME HIS MIRACULOUS NUNE

BER INTERPRETATICHS for the unbelievably small

sum of 91, Aet Quick. MASTER PETE, 1229 Park

Row Bldg., New York City.?

Although a great deal of advertising is ecarried on by
these individuals through the maile the sectual purchase of
the number 1s usually made by telegram - 2 practice made
necessary by the vigilance of the postal inspectors,® An
individual desiring a number tip wiree his fee to the ad-
dress given on the lay-down card and carefully states the
type of game in which he wighepr to play and any other
necessary information (Plate XII), He receives the number
by return wire, Rarely is the actual number stated in the
telegram, Usually it is sent in code which the player knows
from reading the advertisement. Numbers sent by wire
generally cormand muech higher prices than those sold
locally., It ie not unusual for §25 to be paid for subh
gservice, Certain well-to-do confildence men dispense with
the lay-down system and advertise directly by means of
telegrame, Trom sucker lists they choose what they believe
to be 1ikely names and send such megaages as those quoted

bnlow.3

1, Pittsburgh Courier, ¥arch, 1935,

2, feverel prominent @ufidence men have been sent to the
: penetentiary for using the malls to defraud,

3+ These are copies of ﬁnlngruns sent by ¥r, V, H,, one of
- Detroit’'s most prominent confidence men,
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Can furnish winners on Kondays, Yednesdays of
each week, This 1s a private connection. Price
is Fifty Dollars, Answer at once before we close

list, : .
United Racing Exchange

Collect.

We have established a private connection, &uaraﬂtwﬁﬂ,
winners on ¥Yondays and "ednesdays., Pricse is !15* ‘
Wire ot once before we close list,

United Racing Exchange
Collect,

Private info, to win with Bonds on each MNonday and = iy
Ted, Price $15. to install, ¥Wire now before we ik
elose, BDBig change to clean up, S - e
Stock Exchange PBureau Rk
Collect, s

The response to such & procedure is amsim 1 iam & w‘
possession & large mumber of momey-order messages wﬁm;} Y
to thts# telegrams,

Another m-m of the confidence mmu




PLATE XI

WINNING
SPOT PLAYS

z

=z
63 5%,3446752%12983'5 65,59

'///%/%//

3182 o7

Dear Player:

If you have been a steady loser this message should be of the utmost
importance to you. Here is an opportunity thar comes once in a lifetime.

WINNERS WINNERS
Straight Hits On All Systems

We have received word from a certain clique that operate at all Race
Tracks and Commission CLEARING Centers that a big CLEANUP is to
take place on Friday May 8th, the result will probably send many a banker
to the cleaners. ,

If you have been depending on luck charms or dream books to get a
straight hit you' now have the chance to get REAL INFORMATION. An event
such as this does not occur every day. It takes Time, Money and the Right
Connections. We sell this INFORMATION only when we think we have
everything in your favor.

A Gala Day — For You

FRIDAY MAY 8

Has been designated as the day to bomb the bankers.
Here’s your lucky day. NOW go to it.

%9 Pays for this Spot Play 79

It will more than pay you to get the right information at so small a cost.
The information will come to you by wire so you can understand it. No Codes.

Mail your three dollars for A special which will probably put you on the
right track. You will receive the spot play by wire no later than eight o’clock in
the morning.

GUARANTEE: —< 4

The spot play for Friday May 8th, --- must hit --- otherwise you will get our
$50. Private Special Schedule to take place Tues. May 12th Absolutely Free.

_—

CHAS. A. GORDON 149 W. 42nd St., New York

f

ADVERTISEMENT OF A CONFIDENCE MAN



TELEGRAMS REQUESTING NUMBERS FROM A CONFIDENCE MAN

WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-§

; ¢ —
:lz;sg; ][:]E::[lL:P\J. e
‘ = : ! ' NM = Night Message
X NL = Night Lettee
UNIO B
. Ship Radiogram
HITE 1 A

(28)

PRENDENT CHAIRMAM OF THE BOARD
—_———————x
‘The filing time as shown in the dats line on full-rate telegrams and day lotters, and the time of receipt at destination a8 shown on all messages, s STANDARD TIME,

Received at Corner Congress and Shelby Sts., Detroit, Mich. Ay 2
| : o .

I—PAMO 39 /41 NL=PHILADELPHIA PENN 16 934 APR 16 PM 10 35
MINUTES IN TRANSIT

A wElNBERG= FULL-RATE DAY LETTER
' 18000 BINDER ST DET=

~

| HAD HEARD OF YOU AND HAD SENT YOU A SUBSCRIPTION ABOUT TEN
DAYS AGO | DONT KNOW WHAT WAS WRONG BUT IT SEEMS AS IF |
DID NOT RECEIVE THE EXPECTED REPLY ANSWER WESTERNUNION
1401 RACE ST= | -

STANLEY WESTLAKE.

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 1S BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

WESTERN UNION
MONEY ORDER MESSAGE

Money Sent by Telegraph and Cable to all the World

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. €, wiLLEVER
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FINST VICK-PRESIDENT
JUNE 2
(8154
£ 26 st
orrice - DATR

No._ 0144

- To M VICTOR
MR., MRS. OR MISS TRANSIT TIME OF THIS
MONKY ORDER
MINUTES
ADDRESS
- SEATRICE WATKI'S
The Money Order paid you herewith is from PEATRIGE .\..... I iib
ROANOKE VIR i She
at PHARR T and included the following message:
2E WEDNE S8DAY FIGURE FOR 35 7 R
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Chapter VII

The Store-Front Spirituaiiat Church

The store-front spiritualist church 1s one of the most
important of the parasitic activities associated with num-
ber gambling, Its role in the gambling complex is similar
to that of the eonfidence games Adlscussed in the preceding
chapter, namely, to furnish ite patrons'with nurbers for
the various games, These churches are almost always found
in the negro sections of our cities, although ocecaslonally
they are found in the poorer white neighborhoodes as well,
In Detrolt their heaviest concentration is found in the West
5ide negro settlement in the area bounded by Forest Avenue
and Vernor Highway on the north and south and Brush and St,
Antoine Otreets on the east and west, These churches are
usually housed in a vacated store bullding, hence the name,
store-front,

The growth of these churcheeg in Detroit parallels that
of number playing. As far as I can determine they did‘not'
exlst in the city prior to 1921, In that year one Father
Hurley&oame £0 Detroit from New York and established the
first church of this kind, His church wae located then as
now on the corner of Fastings and Napoleon Streets and wasg
named the "Spiritual Church of chfist-in Han," This church
Prospered and before long had built up & large fbller;gg,
At firat, nﬁmbara were not givan out by Father Hurley but
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later for some reason or other he came to condone number
playing, deelaring it to be no more sinful than playing

the atock market., In his sermons he often referred to the
policy game as a "God-sent blessing to the poor man," Father
Hurley wae best known for his two sermons "The Purity of
Blessed Water," and "Domestiec Pesce.,” The latter was par-
ticularly popular since in addition to the sermon there was
the added attraction of a free reading to every woman who
wished to know where her husband spent his spare time,
Pather Furley delivered the sermon on "Blessed Tater" while
standing up to his neck in a tank of water.

For a number of years Father Hurley's church was domi-
nant in Detroit but beginning about 1929 there was a mush-
room like growth of these churches throughout the negro sec-
tions, Their growth has been go rapid that at present a
coneervative estimate would place their number at from 200
to 300 in the entire city. The best known of these churches
are "8piritual Church of Christ in Man," "The Alpha and Omega
Spiritual Church," "St, Ruth's Spiritualist Churech," "Pirst
True Vine Spiritualist Church," "Universal Spiritualiest
Church of Christ, Incorporated,” and "St, Iaaan'sISunllght
S8piritualist Church,"

The personnel of these churches ordinarily consists of
a pastor who owns the church, and a medium, usually a woman,

who conducts the numbers end of the business. In churches
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of considerable size there are in addition several lay
agglstants who gerve as ushers, distribute literature and

test messages, and asslst In the sale of lueky producte,

KFany of the pastors and mediume are ignorant and i1lliterate
individuale who have migrated from the south in recent vears,
Criginally some were root and herbd doctors, some dispensers
of magic, some voodoo doctors, and eome even ordained mini-
sters who have lost thelr charge., There are a large group,
too, who have learned the spiritualist trade since coming to
Detroit. One may become a spiritualist by serving as an
apprentice in the chureh of some established pastor, or by
attending regular acﬁonls eonducted for this purpose by some
of the largzer spiritualist organizations, One of the most
important of these schools 1s that conducted by FPather Furley.
Upon completing such a course the individual is given =2
certificate and is then free to establish his own church,
Frequently, however, these graduates 4o not go inte bﬁsin&sa
for themselves at the etart but serve ae pastors in churohes
owned by some other individual, since it 1s not uncommon for
one preacher to own as many as eight or ten store-front
churches, While thus employed the neophyte is pald a salary
and aside from that has no share in the earninge of his
church, In order to throw further light on the character of
thege individuals and the atora—frant business in general,

let us quote a r.ﬁ excernts from the bilographles of some of
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the epiritualist leaders in Detroit. .

When I first came to Detroit from Red
Bank, Georgia, I never dreamed that I would be
doing thls kind of work. You see my husband was
a Baptist preacher in Red Bank and after his
death, I sold out and ecame to Detroit, That
was in 1919, just after the war, I met a lady
at Providence Baptist Churech and she asked me
to zo into this type of work, "hile T was in
Georgla people were always coming to me for
advice. I was a midwife and travelled in all
parts late at night, V¥any a child has been
named after me, Well, before I opened this
chureh I studied Spiritualism under Rev. Furley.
He tried to keep me with him by telling me I
wasn't ready to hit out for myself, but I
tried it. MNany people from hig church came
over here with wme, That was in 1931, I have
been here ever since,l

I've been 1iving in Detroit eince 1926, I
came hefe from Indianapolis, Indiana, but my
home 18 in Frankfort, Kentucky., When I first
got here I got tied up in the gambling racket.
But I thought I was "tricked" by a woman, so T
went to a Spiritualist man around there on
Beaubien street. And you know in less time than
three weeks I was well, I pald that man $27 and
I believe my powers are Just as great ae hls 8o
T Aecided I would start in the work myself,

Just 1like you, I wanted to learn how the thing
was done g0 I could make some money, 9o I went
back to this man who cured me and studied under
him for two years (1927-1920)., The man refused
to zive me pavers so I wrote up to lLansing and
got my own paperz, I went in busineass in this
building with a woman, T 414 all of the reading
and she 414 all of the preaching, They couldn't
do a thing without wme, I gave out a few numbers
and a few came out, 20 people came here in flocks
looking for me, I make most of my money selling
things like this (shows fetish), 7ell, the

woman wanted ten per cent of my business Jjust
because she rented the bullding in her name. 5She

r 1, Henry A, Bullock, The Urbanization of the Negro Church
in Detroit (manuseript), May 30, 1935, p. 46,
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was married to a man who had political pull in
this dietrict so this man had the "law”" brought
in, They looked around in the place and 414
not find anything wrong, After that I changed
the name on the window and have been heres ever
gsince and am making zood too., You see that new
Packard, well that's mine, "Yhen I eay mine, I
mean mine. The most of my cases are healing and
domeetic work. T don't handle numbers very
much becauee the law is watehing me, "hen I
first opened up I went to Pontiac and gave out
several numbers, It happened that one came out
and the lady hit for 504. Since then people
have been coming here from Pontiac to see me,
Lhere was a lady here today who agreed to pay
me ¢25 to bring her and her hueband together,
If I wanted to take the chance I could get rich
in Pontiae off of numbers. One thing about me
I am an ordained minister, I ean go into any-
body's pulpit and preasch, Wo, I never WAE OY=
dained by any organization, but I'11 take ehance
all right (big laugh), Man, I had to do some-
thing to make good, %“hen I first came in this
work, all my friends turned agsainat me and
knocked By busineas, But now they come here
for advice and to borrow money.

¥y home is in New Orleans, I started thie
work when I was a boy 16 years old. That was 37
yeares ago and I've been doing it ever eince, I
remember just as plain aes dsy when the o0ld folks
were testifying in church, you know how they 4o
on every first %unday, %Well, when I came to
myself I was etanding up and talking and I don't
know what I was saying, but everybody eaid T was
ealled to preach, Course, people sald that when
I was young too, "hen I firast Joined churech I
wanted to heal people, Ye used to play at the
home of an 0ld Creole woman wvho had a son who was
just covered with sores, We could see her strip
him and Jjust dance around him trying to cure him,
Sure enough, the boy did get well. That caused
me to want to get into this work more than any-
thing else, After peovle heard me talk, they
commenced to come to me for allments, I went to

1.

Ibid, pp. 46-47,
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Little Rock, Arkansas, and opened up a church
and made over 1,000, When business got dull,

I came to Detroit, I did deal in numbers in my
chureh, If somebody would come up stairs and
ask me for one I would give him one, but not in
church, DBecause there are so many snitchers
around they may bring the law in onme, "hen I
heals T don't give no medicine because that is
against the law, My charter reads: "Teaching
againet the Common law," That means T teach
against stealing, getting drunk, and things like
that, If I give medicine and something happens
to the person they'd say it was poison, "hen a
person comes to me for treatment, I give him
pure water but you see that water 1s Eleaaed and
I ean do anything T want to with him,

The various store-front churches 4differ in the impor-
tande which they attach to the dispensation of numbers, Some
of them have made a conscientious effort to confine thelr
activities to the practice of épiritualiam alone, aithaugh
in most cases the need for funds has foreed them to inelude
the giving of numbers at least as a minor part of the ser-
vice, In the majority of cases, however, it 1s no exag-
geration to say that the store-front church exists primarily
for the purpose of gelling numbers, In such churches the
order of service is usually as follows:

1, Congregational singing
2. Repetition of the lLord's Prayer
3, Hymn (by choir)

4, Reading

1« Ibid’ Pe 48.
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5. Congregational singing
6, Sermon |

7. Congregational singing
8., Offering

9. ©Sale of lucky products
10, Test Neseages
11, Benediction
Since items 9 and 10 are the most important more time is

naturally allotted to them in the gervice, In a three-hour

service perhaps as much as two and one<helf hours would be
devoted to these activitiesn,

The method of giving out numbers varies with the Aifferent
churches, depending momewhat on the importance which the chureh
attaches to thet activity. In those churches where 1t con-
stitutes only a minor part of the service the "hymn method"
is uged, 1.e,, the hymn numbers are the numbers that the
individual 18 to play, Aes the minister calls out the number
of the hymn many members of the congresation may be seen
busily copying 1t down, Interestingly enough, this activity
is not confined to the store-front churches alone but has
crept into the services of the legitimate churches ag well,
Thus, unwittingly, the ministere of these churches have
become a part of the number racket, TFor numbers ziven out
in this manner in the store-front churches there is, of

| ecourge, no fee but the congregation is expected to contribute
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generously to the collection plate.

A second method makee the procedure a regular part of
the service, At a certain point in the services those mem~
bers of the eongrogntibn desiring 1uoky;ynn§srs are asked to
stand and march in a single file past the medium who stande
near the altar, As each one passea the mndiﬁm'ﬁlpu her hands
in holy water, sprinkles the individual with 1%, ﬁﬁé whispers
a number into his ear, The price of such a number is usually
a quarter which is placed in a container helﬂ'iy ﬁnﬁtéf the
asgistants, There 1 great variation of this method of
51v1ng numbsra, each ehurch having its own partteﬂlar nys&ou‘
One ingenious ministor cr the writer's aequaintaﬂﬁt eaaativnd

ef the 1daa ef pu&ting hia medium in a aofrln, ?aepla acnlring

nnnhora wuuld file past ths aafrin and ruaaivc hhnir-;umh#rl
rren tho daad. Ths aliont, 1ean1ng avar th¢ ﬁarwas,jnééiﬁ
ggt uunh a nou@agc us thist “3&5 is hot, ‘?fzyﬁiggéwtﬂrﬁﬁ
o ﬁagngiy, thiru 1n the "hent ntuuago
' Hm of 211, A test measage is one '
ABETOFEG :

48 to get from m and which she
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this individual., The cllient listens attentlively to all that
the medium says for it is important that he cateh every word,

The type of message given by the medium varies, Some-
times the actual numbers will be stated in the message.

I hear the name of "John" so forcibly when

I come in contact with you, John bringe a little

worry. All right? I want to say to you, bless

your heart, the spirit brings me in contact with

incense, burn some and you will get your desire,

You are trying so hard to figure this out, As

the epirit brings out so beautifully by so Aoing -

brings me in touch with vou with the number 141,

You understand? Use 1t, says the spirit 2nd you

will come out all right,l
This type of message 1s rare, however, The most common type
is a "key word" meseage, FKey words are simply words given
out. by the medium and later looked up by the client in a-
standard dream book.2 The numbers corresponding to these
words are the ones to be played, In the examnle below the
underscored words are the key worda, The client is adble to
detect these words by noting the inflection in the medium's
volce, and her gestures,

I want to come in to you, dear, and when I
come in touech with you, &all right, & beautiful

gloud is over you. The spirit brlngunﬁgjggn to

you, Wateh yourself very carefully a ou will
succeed, said the epirit, A bridze is etanding

l, Taken from a verbatim report of a splrituallist meeting at
St. Ruth'e Spiritualiet Church, Orleans and lonroe Avenues,
Detroit, Michigan, Friday, Jan, 18, 1935, 8 p.m,

2, The churches in Detroit with which I am sequainted use
Professor Zonite's Dream Book for thie purpose,
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before you and you will be pucecessful in cross-
ing this condition. You recognize the condition?
I am a travelling splirit, I wani to say to you
all right? I want to say to you, the year brings
& bright message here to you also, Also, I want
to say, there ie 2 big crossing; wateh yoursmself.
A1l right? You will_be successful in recéiving
your heart's desire,l

A ghrewd medium sometimes has the more prosperous of her
e¢lients come to her for 2 private conference, Che ledds
them to think that their's is 2 case needing specisl atten-

tion, for which there are always special fees,

The eplirit tells me at this time you are
not feeling so well, You have a ¢0ld? 1 feel
a hoarseness in my chest, The spirit brings a
clearing-house number to you also, Come to me
after this_service and I will give it to you,
All right?®

Oeccasionally there appear in the congregation individuals who
are impatient with the ceremony and ritual of the test mes-

gage procedure; they desire quick resulta,

I come to you with a very dlsgusted con-
dition, You work with coal, dear heart? (answer:
No, Wa'am), PFor some reason the spirit bringe
this manifestation. {answer: I hauls coal all
right, I don't take i1t home, T mean ,...).

All right, the spirit tells me - T met a red

wagon, truck, or something, and two horses, The
spirit brings me in contact with the business of
the wagon a long, long time ago, T want to eay,

1, Verbatim report, op. cit,
2. Ima,




111

the gsplirit is bringing to you prosperity and

success, shows me that you will be able to

get what you want, It comes yellow, Do you

understand the messame? (answer: What I am

looking for is dough - I mean money.)l

In addition to her work in the church the medium holds
private dally consultatlions where she gells advice on all the
problems of life and partieularly those havinz te do with
numbers, Thie aspeet of the business im no 4different from
thnt of the numerologist and confidence man, As & matter of
fact, the principle upon whieh she conduets her businese
whether in the chureh or in private coneultation 1s the same
as that of the other confidence rackets, In order to be
succesaful she must have a large congregation to whieh ashe
can sell numbers, and in order to keep her Tollowers she
must have sufficient success to lead her clients to belleve
that she ie "genuine.," This is one important factor in the
great mobility of these churches, for as soon as the con-
gregation loses confidence in the medium she must move to &
new locatimm,.

There are many veople who have great faith in the power
of the church medium and spiritualist, This is partidularly

true 1f these individuals have hrad some measure of success

with numbers received from this source,

e  IRAYG
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These mediums has a natuorl Gife from
God. They are given power to see the futcur
and Past and present, 'hen the spirit gives
a medum a number for you it is the right
number for it is from the spirit that watches
over yu night and day. The spirit that guids
yu though 1ife knowes what yu want and what
yu need, God give them the gife to help man
and guid man thourh 1ife to make sure that he
would be led straight and not wrong, If a
man is at lost how to l1life right he moes to a
medum and gets one the wright road to live in
peace and make wponey by the advice of the
spirit medum for they are true things, They
speaks unto yu, T mean true spirit medums and
not fake, understand, To know a true medum you
have got to try them, Tirst find out for your
gself then yu are right so the number given yu
by the spirit are the best number to play.
You will have more successg with those numberse
than any other numbers, The snirit will give
you numbers direct whiles yu are in a mood of
worrly and wishing for a good «:srnra:.‘L The spirit
will give yu the numbers to play.

I joined this church becsuse it is the
only ehurch I have attended in Detroit that had
anythine $o offer me, MNost of them want you to
give them something but don't want to give you
anything, Before I joined thie church I used
to play ae big as Tifty cents almost every day
in polley and never hit, T went to vigit the
church, got a2 private reading, She told me to
fast, I 4id three daye and one day I played
fifty cents and won, I then thought I ought
to've played more oo I put fifty cents in the
next day and won, Nobody can tell me she's a
fake, That woman knows what she's talkéng about,?

The store-front church indulges also in the sale of

lucky products, Such thinge as lucky incenss, holy ell, holy

1, Thie statement ia taken from an essay on numbers written
for me by ¥r, "Dad" Brooks, veteran number writer and
player living at 606 E, Vernor Highway, Detrdit, Michigan,

2, Henry Bulloeck, op., cit., p. 50,
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candles, amulets, charme, ete. are dlspensed by the pastors
and mediums privately and as a regular part of the church
service, Fabulous prices are charged for such items,

For the most part the store-front chureh is independent
of the number banker, But there nre many instances of col=-
lusion too, Sometimes a pastor or medium will enter into an
agreement to have all their numbers go to a single bank, for
which service they receive a regular fee from the banker.,

I have been told of cases where the banker owned the churches
outright and simply hired the medium and pastor to conduct
the business,

Because the store-front spirituallist church has hecome
80 much a part of the number racket, the police have come to
regard it as legitimate prey along with the actual gambling
organizationse and other forme of vice, It is not uncommon
for a econgregation to be interrupted in the midst of "Onward
Ghriatiaﬁ Je0ldieras" or "Nearer Ny God to Thee" by some burly
police mErgaent. The modern world has witnessed few things
more paradoxical than a pastor and his congregation beling
loaded into a patrol wagon and whisked away to the polilce

station.
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Chapter VIII

Dream Bookse, Tip Sheets, Lucky Products

In this chapter we shall consider three of the less
important of the parasitlc activities, namely, dream books,

tip sheeta, and lueky products.

Dream Books

¥ost folk peoples attach great significance to dreams,
with the result that much time and effort is expended by such
groupe in thelr interpretation. A natural outgrowth of this
is the dream book wherein are indicated varioue Areams and
thelr meaninga, The dream book is a very old item of oul-
ture since there is evidence of its existence as far back
ags the time of the ancient Egyptliansa,

Dream books came very early to be associated with num-
ber playing., 7e read of the dream book Eaing used as long
ago as the 15th century in connection with the Italian lottery,
These number dream books contained a deseription of various
dreams and the particular numbers associated with those dreams,
This practice has continued down to the present day.

To make c¢lear the'nature of the dream bhook let us note
some of the dreams with their associsted numbers as thsy are
found in a modern dream book,

Twins - for a woman to dream of having twins means
the advent of good news - 66, 56, 37,
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Beer House - to meet your friends there sig-
nifies Joy and pleasure - 42, 47, 49,

Bed Bugs - forewarm you against secret enemies
who will endeavor to harm you - 1, 2, 3, 20,
Belly ache - domestic trouble - 2, 10, 11, 22

”

Poliey - to dream you play poliey 1e a good
omen and signifles great riches and.
happiness « 4, 11, 16, 44,

Virgin - denotes grief - 17, 22, 39, 59,

Blood - 315 (for numbers games), 11, 19, 40
(for poliey).

¥other-if<law - 288 (numbers games), 8, 24,
32 (poliey).

in addition to the dreams, these books usually contain other
materials of interest such ag lists of names with their cor-
responding lucky numbers, lucky days, national and religious
holidayes with lucky nurbers, ete, One well known dream book
containe also a section on recipes, inecluding recipes for
making axle grease, sealing wax, furniture polish, and cures
for diarrhoea, dyspspsia, corns, plles, and rheumatism,

In recent years the publication of dream books haﬁ grown
to Be a prosperous bueiness as a result, largely, of the
number playing craze, There are on the market at the present
time no less than 200 different dream books, In larsze cities
they may be purchased at practically any newsstand and in
the negro section are obtainable in drug stores, barber

shops, smoke shops, and shoe shine parlors as well. The
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dream books most popular in Detroit are the following:
Three "itches Dream Book, Professor Zonite's Dream #ook,
Three 7ise Men Dream Book, Black Herman's Dream Book, King
Solomon's Dream Book, Napoleon's Dream Book, Aunt Sally's
Policy Players Dream Book, and Madame Juno's Dream Book,

Many number players have great falith in dream numbers.
This confidence is well expressed by the following statement:

I playe pretty heavy when I does get a

good dream, Nost of the numbers I gets from

ny dreame, I dream something and then look it

up in my dream book, I used to go to mediums,

but my dreams are jJjust as good as anything they

ever gave me, Some peoples have to burn incense

to get numbers, But I fipgures that if I has a

dream the numbers is sure to come out within

three days, I had 'a dream last night and I'11

play,if for three days and 1t's bound to come

out,

On various occasions I have asked certain individuals
why they place so much falth in dream numbers, The anewer,
almost invarisbly the same, 18 interesting. "These numbers
is good cause they come out eo often and cause they comes
from the spirit world which spenks to you in your dreams,"

In the negro community there are abroad many interesting
anecdotes of dream numbere which have come out bringing wealth
to the players and consternation to the bankers, One such

story tells of a pullman porter who had a dream having to do

1, Statement of 2 number player, Tield Notes.
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with love, He consulted his dream book and found that the
number for love was 805, He told his friends of the number
and they all wagered heavily on it. The number appeared and
the Detroit bankers were forced to pay out some ﬁgn,oob.

And there 18 the story of a men on relief who dreamed of
murder, Since blood 1s a consplcuous element in such a
dream, the word blood was looked up and its number found to
be 315, Again the number was broadeast in the community and

again it ecame out - this time costing the bankers some 450,000,

Tip Sheets

As the name suggests, the tip sheet 1s a means of giving
out information on numbers, These sheets are printed in the
form of amall booklete or cireulars which appear once a week
and are sold for 104 a copy at most newsstands and drug-
stores in the negro sections, The tlip sheet buasiness is
mostly in thq handa of confidence men who use it as a lucra-
tive side line to their regular business, There are; of
course, many euch sheets on the market., The following are
available in Detroit: Black-Shadow Tip Sheet, Prof, Fonje's
Number Review, Policy Pete's Teekly Number Review, Psychotie'a
Number Sheet, National Number News, Numbers, Numb's Weekly
Kutuel, and Doe Wizard's lucky Systems,

In addition to the information on numbers there are

' other features of the tip sheet worth noting, As in the case

of the confidence racket it is essential that the tip sheet
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establish a reputation for authoritativeness, and a great
deal of ballyhoo is directed toward that end., An editorial

in Numb's Weekly Mutuel, clearly illustrates this point:

TO OUR READERS

The forecasts, selections, and reviews
contained in thie lssue are not merely a pat-
tern of Jumbled puess-work,

Our entire staff of selectors are sin-
cerely intent upon giving you the best of their
experience, Thelr close analytical observations
on past rverformances and future possibilities
are baged on the irrefutable law of average, It
is thelr contention that the law of averages,
properly applied, must meet with succees,

Thelr seientific and painstaking methods
are at your disposal, Pick one or two Numb'e
gelectors_and stick with him, Eventually you

will hit!]

Above all - make sure you get your copy
each week - at newsdealers and statlionery stores,

NUMB '52

Professor Konje gives an air of finality to his predictions
when he closes his sheet with these words, "Prof, ¥Fonje has
Spoken," The especially choice numbers in Fonje's Number

Rgview are indicated thus:

Prof, Konje Hae A Rendegvous With:

327
429
623

b 9 vudarlining is the writer's,
2., NUMB'S Waekly Wutuel, April 13, 1935, p. 2. New fork,
The Elliott Publinhins Company .
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These are darlings. FPlay them heavy,

" T

42%

105

Konje®s Sure Shots

227

436
Aside from the number information the tip sheet usually con-
tains a few ghort emsays dealing with someé phage of the num-
ber business, MNost of these essays are of the "ecome on"
type, 1.,e,, designed to stimulate number playing. For

example:

Numbers
Numbere 1g ag o0ld ag the world jteself,

The most uncivilized veonles of the earth
| now play numbers; some 40 1t only with their
| fingera, or objects,

It provides you with an intriguineg and,
amusing, as well as vrofitable game to nlny.

Tveryone Tlaying

I've just returned to my Aesk after travel-
ing thousands of miles throughout the east and
middle west, Tt seems that everyone irs nlayine
Numbers these days, ITn the old days « 30, 20, even
10 years apmo, people used to sny that only foolsa
played Numbers - which was known then as Tolley,
But what 1s going on today?  Just thias - evervone
ie playing Numbers - from the high to the Yow,

& &

1, NUMBERS LUCKY-NETS, Jan. 19, 1935, p. 2, Yew York, The
Nulo Publishing Company.
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from Park Avenue to the alleys back of the
homes of the rich, The aristocrats of today
eagerly walt for the "stoek and bond numbers,"

If you don't believe the rich do play
Numbers, ask some of your rich friends, Thev'll
tell you they do. Numbers has taken the place
of Cross Word puzzles, Jigsaw puzzles, keno,
bingo, and scores of other games, because of
its swift and sure actlion; and the fact that
it is one gaume that can't be "spiked" or made
erooked by any device, It 1ls & universal game:
played equally as furiously in San Francisco
as in New York, or Chicago, or Cleveland,
Detrolt, or Plttaburgh,

As essay not of the "eome on" variety is worth quoting here

too0,

EVERYTHING 15 NUMBERED
by Profeasor Digilt

You don't have to be a conviet to have a
number, You were numbered the day you were born,
Somebody wrote a song valled "HORSES, FCRSES,
HORSES" « but if I were a composer, T'a write one
ealled "mmB RS, NUMBERS, NUKBERS" - for numbers
move faster than horaes. Horses may come and
horases may go - but numbers go on forever,

If we didn't have numbers and the syestem of
using them - the world would stop, Civilization
couldn't go on, Do you think they could build the
Empire State Building without numbers? Do you
think doctors could figure diseased and child-
births without numbers? "hat would the jalls do?
Take the ealendar away and the world wouldn't know
whether i1t was coming or going., Everything would
be topsyetuwy. Take the numbers off the elock,
and you wouldn't know when to do anything. Even
your stomach would be fooled, You'd swear the moon
was coming up instead of the sun,

3¢ Ihid, p. 8,
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Every day, millions of people speak
numbers, for instance: "leet me at Forty-
Second Street and Third Avenue" = “See you
at two forty-five on the FTifth" « "¥ra,

Jones has eighteen children” -« "Farmer Smith
had a ealf with two heads and six lega" « ete,

S0 don't you see - with people speaking
numbers, numbers, numbers - there are lots of
vibrations generated in the air - Jjust like the
air is full of radio vibrations? Vhere do
these vibrations go? For instance, on the 15th
of September, millions of people not only write
15, but speak it and think it, And believe me,
the combined force of number fifteen has some
power,

“hat about this question of number vibra-
tions anyway? Some people laugh when you say
vibrations are etronper than germs - for just
like germs, you can't see vibrations either -
but you can feel them,

Did you ever see a fellow with the
"shakes"? Well, just try to tell him that
those shakes or vibrations are gnly his imaginn-
tion = and if he can cateh you, he'll give you
a wallop that will shake you up plenty,

Yes sir - there are all kinds of vibra-
tions, Thoee that you can see, those you ecan hear,
and thoese you can feel - and those you get through
hunches or lucky breaks, All these vibratisns
have different wave lengths just llke radio
stations, Vibrations of sound have different
numbers from vibrations of electricity or the
R-ray or voodoo curses, Yes, you can put out a
candle with a vibration, Certain notes of music
can make a lamp shake - and certaln kindes of blaek
magic vibrations ean bring you good luck or bad luek,

So you've got to be careful how you handle
vibrations. For the vibrations will get you if you
don't watech out,

That'a why numerology says that each number
has certain vibrations, And the letterologists
tell you that every letter or word has a certain
vibration which brings good or bad lueck, And the
eolorologists tell you that every color haes a
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vibration - red having the lowest number of
vibrations per second - and blue the highest.,
That'e why the Devil chose red and Heaven blue,

Of course, when vibrations get too high -
you can't hear them, Your ear ean hear only
vibrationas from 10 beats per second up to
40,000, And that's golng some,

But do you know how fast the light of the
sun vibrateas? vell, to be exact, jJjust 450
billion per second,
S0 that's the way 1t works,., The 1bw
vibrations we hear with the ear @ the higher
ones we see wlth our eyes -~ and the highest
vibrations we get by our hunches,
That's why hunches can bring luck, If
you do know how to solve your hunches and
your dreams, you can alwaye do the right
thing at the right time,
Next month I'l11 tell you more about
hunches - and about things that cast thelr
shadows before them - and howlto figure them
out by the number vibrations,
The idea of the number tip sheel was undoubtedly bor-
rowed from horse raeing where a aimilér practice 1s followed

with regard to various horses,

Lucky Productsa
The term "lueky products" refers to any item, the use
of which, is believed to bring good luck to the number player,
The most important of these products is lucky incense
which may be used to bring good luck in § number of ways,

ng, Fall Number, 19034, vol, 1,
Feature Vagazine Corporation,
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If burned in the ordinary manner, it 1s bellieved that the
fumes given off will charge the surrounding atmosphere with
good luck and that anyone exposed to such an atmosphere will
absorb the good luck given off, TFrequently the incense is
80 prepared that when burned, numbers will appear in the
ashes, Such numbers are highly respected for their good
luek value, and I have many timee seen a group of negroes
walting wide-eyed for a plece of incense to burn down %o a
point where the number could be seen., Sometimes the incense
itself is only ineidental, the important thing being the
8lip of paper containing numbers which is2 placed in the
package with the incense, Some of the morée common types of
incense are: Jacob's Ladder Incense, 7ise Owl Incense, ¥other
Sylvid®s Bag O' Luek, Black Oat Incense, John the Conqueror
Incense, Lucks Me Incense, Lucky Mo-Jo Incense, and Success
Incense,

Lueky herbs, roots, and powders are aleo important. The
herbas and roots are carried about elther as good luck charms,
or brewed into various concoctions to be taken ag good luck
medlcine, The powders are usually sprinkled over things with
- which the individual has contact - clothing, bed eclothes,
curtains, rugs, ete, The names under which these products
are sold are interesting - Adaﬁ and Tve Toot, Ting Solomon
Root, Wahoo Bark, Dragon's Blood Root, Devil's Shoestring,
S8and of the Dead Sem, Graveyard Dust, and Five Finger Grass,
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Then there is holy oil of which there are likewlse many
varieties: Succese 011, Lucky Dream 0il, Number 0il,
Gambling 011, Compelling 011, Bat's Blood 0il, Black Art
011, and Cleopatra Oll to mention only a few, Holy oll is
particularly popular with housewives who before playing the
numbers, place s few drops of it in their serub-water or dish
water, or on wash day they may place a little of i1t in the
vashing machine, Some people use it as a perfume, lotlion,
or dreseging for the halr, Although not as commonly used as
either lucky incense or lucky roots, holy oil 1s nevertheless
& very important 1tem in the gambling complex.

Finally there are the good luck charms, The parchment
talisman containing a biblical verse written in red ink ;a
widely used, It is usuaslly carried about in one's pocket,
but there are special talismans which must be placed in one's
shoe, or under one's pillow or mattress for the best results,
Lueky beans are aleso very popular ag charms, as are good
luek rings, pins, keys, eto.

Lucky producte command fabulous prices, Tor example,
an inch-long piecé of Adam and Tve Root 1s sold for £3,00,
the cost of an ounce bottle of holy oil ranges in price from
§2 to 20, 2 snuff of graveyard dust is worth 50¢, while a
good luck ring will bring anywhere from #20 to $100. It 1s
intereasting to note ﬁh&b.thtzablt of the ingredients for an
ounce of holy oil nollinj for %20 is a fraction of a cent,

el



Lucky products constitute an important plaece in the stoeck of
every negro drug-stope, They are sold also by salesmen who
go from house to house as representatives of such organiza-
tions as Oracle Product's Co,, Sovereign Products Co,, Valmor
Products Co,, and Alexander's Paychic Ald, Inec,

Lucky products are widely advertised in the negro press,
Such ads are an important sourece of income for these papers
since the ratee for this type of advertising are extremely
high, The nature of such advertising ie indicated by the
following:

ANYONE CAN WINLI!!
MONEY , LOVE , LUCK , JOBS , GAMES

with LUCK., The person who is RICH, SUCCESSFUL
and HAPPY is LUCKY, The person who can't win,
needs money, or is worried is UNLUCKY, All you
need 1s LUCK and everything will come %o you,

You may have nerve and energy. You may
work harder, think quicker and clearer, than
the other fellow, But if he has luck and you
don't -~ what happens? You are left behind in
the race, You lose out where you could have .
won, WNothing can overcome luck, To be suscess-
ful, to be happy, to be powerful -- you must be
lucky,

LUCKY HOLY OIL
containing

HIGH JOHN THE CONQUEROR ROOT

saild to keep away all evil such as enemies, worry,
fear, sickness and BAD LUCK,
and
LIVE MAGNETIC LODESTONE
used for thousands of years to attract and draw to 1
you NONEY, LOVE, FRIENDS, LUCKY NUMBERS, and GOOD LUCK,”

p—

1, Afro-American, March, 1935,

EQ‘”



With this chapter our discussion of the nuﬁ#irﬁaﬁﬁhliﬁgf~if
complex as such is conecluded, In the pages which rﬁllﬁw'dwﬁ“r_

attention will be focused on certain problems Q!'iﬁ%‘?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘“ﬁ.; C'
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Chapter IX
The Perseveration of Number Gambling in the
Detroit Negro Community

Up to now our discussion has been in the nature of &
monographie report. Our purpose has been to describe as
accurately as possible the structure of the number gambling
complex, TFrom this point on we shall conaider some more
general problems and relate our discusasion more specifically
to the Detrolt negro community.

In a recent volumel %W, I. Thomas has dealt at some
length with what he ealls the "perseverative" tendency in
culture, This, he defines, as the tendency of a people to
step up an initial behavior pattern to a position of emotion-
al and social significance in the esroup. Perseveration of
an extreme sort is exernlified by the institution of the
"potlateh”, as found among some of the Worthwest conat Tndinns
of North America where an initial rivelry pattern hae been

stepped up to a position of pre-eminence in the culturﬂ.a

What distinguishes the Northwest coast Indians from others
18 not the presence of a rivalry pattern, for thie i
probably universal, but its unique perseveration, Culture

differenced are due not so much to the presence or absence
Bt

% ' :
i, 7, I, Thomas, Brimitive Behavior, Vefraw Fill, Wew York,
1937 . :

2. The custom of giving away or destroying large amounts eof
property to gain or maintain status.
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of partlcular tralite as they are to differences in the
perseveration of common tralts.

This idea of perseveration may serve as a starting
point for a further analysis of number gambling, Ve may
regard the present mania for playing the numbers as the
stepping up of an initial gambling pattern. As we have al-
ready pointed out, number gambling has been in existence
for a long time, dating back at least to the sixteenth
century. In our discussion of the historical development
of the games we observed that while at times they Ald achieve
considerable importance among certain groups at no time 414
they reach the degrée of development that they 4id in the
United States subsequent to the year 1929, Thus while the
. number gambling pattern itself is rather old itse present
pergeveration is unique, Ve must answer this fundamental
question: Why wae it that beginning in 1929 number gambling
became such an important activity?

However, the perseveration of number gambling as such
is not all that concerns us here, As we pointed out earller
- number gambling is typiecally a negro activity. This faet
also merits our consideration, A discuseion of these probe-
lems presupposes gsome information as to the way in which
thie perseveration is manifested in the negro community., For
this reason it is necessary first to devote some attention

to this topioc,
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The problem of thle chapter may be briefly stated in
the form of three questions: (1) What factors are indica-
tive of the present perseveration of number gambling? (2)
What factors are responsible for this perseveration? (3)
What factors are responsible for the racial inecidence of
number gambling? Let us conslder each of these statements
in the order stated,

Cne of the clearest indlcations of the perseveration
of any underworld activity is the amount of money whiech it
involves., The figurps cited in Chapter I sghow how important
number gambling is in this respect, And these figures take
on an added significance when we consider the size of the
average wager in the number games, As we have already
pointed out one may wager anywhere from one cent to one
dollar on a single number,l A one dollar bet is rare., In
fact, any wager of more than fifty cents on a number ie un-
common, A ecareful examination of a conasiderable number of
writer'a receipt books shows the averame wager to be about
ten cents, It is clear from thls that number playing is
indulged in by a great many people since incomes of such
huge proportions would require a vast number of such small
wagers,

Thia general pervasiveness of number gambling 1s also

indicated by the extent to which number gambling enters into

1. In some cities the top wager is £5,00,
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the conversations and discussions in the community., In the
Detroit negro community numbers‘are & perennial tople of
conversation, ¥herever people congregate - in the pool
room, drug storee, and even in church parlors - one hears
"number talk." And comments on the numbers have become the
accepted form of greeting in the negro community, Instead
of the customary "Good morning” or "How do you do" and the
usual trite remarks about the weather, we now have, "What
was 1t?" and the answer - 327, 413, 875, or whatever the
number happened to be on that particular day.

The general perseveration of number gambling since 1929
is further 1nd1cated by the printed references to it. If it
1g true that the newspapere reflect public interest in
various activities, then we may assume that the amount of
gpace devoted to any activity is a rough index of its import-
ance, Thie is ghown in the case of number playing, Taking
the llew York Times as a representative newapaper, we find
that between the years 1900 and 1929 only 15 news articles
were devoted to this subject while from 1929 to 1935 there
were 300 articles devoted t¢ it. In the Detroit papers,
while the total number of articlee is lesa, the relative
proportion for the two periods 1s the same - four articles
appearing prior to 1920 and 60 between 1929 and 1935,

Dﬁrlng this same period in Detrolt and elsewhere there was

scareely an issue of any negro paper which did not contain



131

some reference to number gambling, Articles on this subject

have recently appeared in some of our leading magaziness

ineluding the literary Dismest, Time, Reader's Digest,

Liberty, Saturday Evening Post, and Today. The magazine

Today, for example, ran a series of articles from Dec., 8,
1934 to Jan, 26, 1935. Careful perusal of these same periodi-
cale reveals not a single reference to the subject prior to
1929,

Perhaps even more important in indicating the manner
in whileh number gambling has developed in recent years, pare
ticularly in the Detroit negro community, is the way in whieh
it has permeated the culture of the group. This 1s brought
out especlally in the influence which number gambling has
had on the language and folklore of the community. HNumber
gambling, like most specialized activities, has developed
its own argot.l This was brought home to me when I first
began this etudy, At first I was at a loss as to what my
informants were talking about since many of the words used
vwere totally foreign to me, One of the initial tasks, there-
fore, was to prepare a glessary of terme and learn their
meanings, The reader has already become acqualnted with
some of thé more common of these terms such as glg, splder,

bug, ice, saddle, and so on, 4 considerable number of thege

1. Tor a complete glossary of terms used in number gambling
see Appendix D,
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terms have been taken over from the argot of the race track,
Important, also, 18 the fact that many of the words of the
gambler's vocabulary are being aessimllated into the regular
vocabulary and are acquiring connotations other than those
having to do with gambling, PFor example, the word "squawk"
which in the voeabulary of the gambler refers to any indi-
vidual who falling to hit returns to the confidence man for
his money, has come in everyday speech to refor to one who
is in the hablt of making a commotion over small matters.
Similarly, the word "gilg", which to the gambler 1s a type
of play in pollioy invelving three numbers has in the verna-
cular of the street become a synonym for the number three,

Cne frequently hears such remarks!

"Yow many muffins, air?"
"A mig will be plenty."l
"Two strikes, one ball, two down and a
gig on bage,"2
It 18 interesting to observe t0o the manner in which numbers
are sometimes substituted for words. A& peraonal expafienca
will %llustrate this, At the colored ¥,M,C.A, one day I was
wataﬁing a basketball game'between two colored teams, The

game had been in progress for only a short time when in a

1, Heard in the colored Y.,¥W.,C,A, cafeteria.

2, Heard at the Detroit ball park,



133

gscuffle for the ball one of the boys deliberately tripped
hies opponent., The vietim fell hard. Fortunately he was not
hurt, but was very angry. Upon regaining his feet he turned
to the culprit with these words, "You 727, try that again
and I'1l give you a kiek in that big 250 of yours,"1

To the student of primitive 1life it 18 2 commonnlace
that the domlinant interests of a group are usually reflected
in thelir folklore, Among the Plalns Indians, for example,
where hunting, warfare, and visionary experiences are im-
portant elements of culture we find that they also have an
important place in the mythology. Similarly, number gambling
which has become s dominant interest in the Wegro community
1s reflected in thelr folklore. In recent years there has
come into exlstence a substantial fund of stories with num-
beres and number playing as their subject. In exanmining this
body of folklore three rather distinct themes are racognizable;
Firet, there are the stories in which the traditional enemies
of number playing, usually symbolized by policemen and minla-
ters are unwittingly made the agents for its promotion, For
example, there is the story of the individual who when ar-
rested memorized the number on the patrolman's badge. "hen

releaged he played the number and won a large amount of money.

l, From my field notes, The reader is free to give his
own interpretation to the numbers., The use of numbers
was doubtless due to the faet that the Y,M,C.A, director
was sltting nearby. :
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Later he wrote a letter to the patrolman thanking him for
the number and enclosing 1,00 as & token of appreciation,
A somewhat similer story 1s told of a minister. In passing
the parsonage one day a number enthusiast noticed the num-
ber 825 on the doorway,., lNe played the number and won a
large sum of money, In the ¢ollection plate on the following
Sunday he dropped a five dollar bill with this note - "Thanks,
parson, for giving me such a lucky number,"”

Then there is the dream number theme, An individusl has
& dream which he interprets by eonesulting a dream book, After
locating the proper number he conveys his information te all
of his friends %ho play the number heavily, The number hits
bringing great wealth to those who played it and ruin to the
bankers., OStories having this theme are common in the negro
community, OJometimes such stories find thelr way into the

newspapers .

This YPorter's Love Song" Ruined
Numbers Barons

Danville Bankers Hit for Between {15,000
and $20,000 as '805', Dream Number,
Pops Out « Big Shote Give Town
The Alr.

Danville, Va,, Dee, 5 - A pullman porter
dreamed of the "Porter's Iove ﬁongﬁ" or_ something
similar, here last week and gave the police depart-
ment a2 big hand in ridding the town of at least a
ecouple of the blg shots in the numbers game., His
dream took between £15,000 and {20,000 out of the
pockets of the operators and a pair of them skipped
town rather than pay off the "hits," the biggeet
recorded in this section in many years.
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The lucky man dreamed that 805 would be
the winning number and to pour =salt on an al-
ready open wound, told every friend he met to
'get on it' which they very evidently dia,

The number 'popped' out and not only but-
ter and egge market figures which the number
operators use, but the U, &, Treasury recelipts
equaled 805,

Numbers barons, seeing thelr castles
erash around them as the folk with winning
tickets Jammed the stations, looked about for
an avenue of escape, and seversl of them were
seen hitting the road out of town., This helped

police a lot as there has been an effort to rid
the city of the vice,l

In some cases such stories have 2 basis in fact, more often
however, they are pure fabrications.

The third theme has the individual obtaining a number
from some unusual event, It may be an automobile accident,
& purder, or something of a similar nature., A passerby may
notice the license number of the cars involved in a wreck,
Thése he memorizes or writes down and when the ocoasion
presents its2lf he plays them, and of course, hits and makea
himself very-rich. The following story told of "Duteh"
Schultz' death 1s with certain variations a very common
one in the negro community. .

In Harlem at twilight, poor Negroes with

policy tickets grabbed at evening papers to see
what lueky number had won Flegenheimer's lottery

1, Pittsburgh Courier, Dec, 8, 1934,
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that day. They turned to the sport pages, found
the figures for the three-race, five-race, and
seven-race parl-mutuel totala at Narragansedt
Park, R, I, They ran black fingers down the
third digit eolumn and blinked with surprise.
The winning number was 000, It had not turned
up in four years,

"Triple zero." they eried. "'At'as Duteh's
number. tad® 8 good-bye Dutech, It's 2ll over
with 'at boy."

“rthur Flegenheimer drew l1ife's blank at
8:35 o'clock that same evening, Next morning,
Harlem's blackmen serambled by the hundreds to
get their money down on the number they were
sure would win that day: 835,1

in addition to these anecdotes there are many verses and
gsongs which have the numbers as thelr theme, The following

are typleal:s

Fo' 'leben fe'ty fo‘

Fo' 'leben fo'ty fo'

Play close down, he's come to tawn

Dat old-time gip comes knockin' at de do' .2

I Got Horses and Got Numbers on ¥y Mindd

1, I got horses, I got numbers on my mind
I got horses, I got numbers on ny mind
Ohi that third, fifth, and seventh race,
See these wrinkles on my face?
They come from them horses and them numbers on my mind,

2. Onee I placed a lucky bet on Man O'VWar,
Turned around and bet again on Cavalcade
But, when I bet on Nellie Flag,

She was Just another nag, Oh! them
Horees and them numbere on nmy mind,

1. Tinme Magazine, November 4, 1935, p. 17,

2, Pield notes, 4-11-44 is a favorite number among negroes,

3. Thies song 1s popular among negroes and 1s used as 2 theme
song by a group of colored singers known as the Virginians
who are heard over radio station WLW, Cincinnati, Chlo,

(1936) .
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3. I was sitting in the church on Sunday morn
And the prescher asked me
"what day was you born?"
How that Reverend glared at me
When I shouted 5-0-3
Ohi I cannot get those numbers off my mind,

4, I got horses, I got numbers on my mind
And my wife is getting mad at me I find
Ch, she told me Jjust today
Baby, 1f you want your sweet mama to stay
You had better get them horses and them numbers off
your mind,

5. Once I took & train to go to Montreal,
But I didn't get to Montreal a'tall
By mistake I took a train
That went to Portland, laine
Boy, I ecannot get those numbers off my mind,

6. I got horses, I got numbers on my mind,
But surely fate to me 1ls most unkind
'Cause, 1f it's two cents that I wine
The next day my wife has two twine
Now they mot horses and got numbers on their minds,

Extra -

Lordy, lLordy, lordy, Lordy

7411 I ever get thope numbere off my mind,
7. Horses, I got numbers on my mind

Ow Yow, Got numbers on my mind,

tee, Oot numbers on my mind
Five~-fifty-five, six-sixty-slx, seven-sevemty-seven,

nine~ninety-nine
Gee, got numbers on my mind,

These then are the indices of the present perseveration
of number gambling in the Detrolt negro community: (1) its
pecuniary magnitude, (2) its pervasivenees, (3) the press
references to 1t, (4) the development of an argot, and (s)

the development of a folklore.

Having examined the way in which number gambling has
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been perseverated in the community we are now prepared to
inquire as to the reasons for this situation. What are the
factors responsible for the present high development of
number gambling? A partial answer to thie question 1s sug-
gested by the fact that the rise and decline of number
gambling on a large scale parsllels very closely the period
of economic depression, Taking the yeare 1929—19351 as the
period of the depression we find that thie 1s also the period
during which number gambling resched ite greatest development.
Thies fact suggeste that number gambling in ites present state
has its roots in the economic and soclial chaos of this
period, It is the concensus of opinion among other observers
that the economic depression was the primary factor in the
present development of number gambling. Thias viewpoint is
clearly expressed in such statements as the following:
It 1e one money-gzetting enterprise which
thrives on & depresgion, .... It is not stretch-

ing the point tg say that 1t ie the prodigy of
the depression,

For many years, the policy and numbers
racket lay quite dormant, and then as if awalting
the unhappy event, they agrang to life with the
coming of the depression,

1. There might be some question about 1935 as the end of the
economic depression, Ye can say, however, that at least
in ite most acute form the depression had ended by this

time.,
2. Nelellan, op. ocit.
3. Ibia,
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The depression has done much to in-
crease the practice of gambling among us.

The worst thing about the "numbers"
game is that 1t prospers on hard times and
feeds its insatiable appetite with the amall
change 1t lures from people who are driven by
thelr very circumstances of dlsemployment and
poverty to "take 2 chance" and “"get a winning,"?

The importance of the economic crisis as & causative
factor is fumther demonstrated when we examine the motives
for playing, Invariably we find that the primary motive in
playing is an economic one, People rarely play the numbers
for the thrill or sport which 1t affords. ¥With most people
number gambling is & serious business which 1s indulpged in
because the usual sources of income have been destroyved and
the bellef 1s that this is one way in which that income ean
be restored, The query, "7hy 4o you play the numberas?" in-
variably brings forth anewers such as the following:

I playes numbers because it is a speetu-

lation and an investment of money Just as the

gtock market 1s played it is to gain big money

off of smell amount of money to get £#10,00 for

5 cent and get £5,00 for 1 went and get £42,00

for 5 cent is good investment, to gmet £17,50

for 5 cent is good so by playing numbers showes

you how to envest your little money to help esarie

the heavy burden, I know that by playing numbers

and guess the right ones success 1s youre and 1t
comes in need and saves life,

1. Rev. Peck, a Detroit negro minister, in a statement to me,
2, Evelyn Schuler, "Numbers - A Vieious Racket," Philadelphia

' W&! Sept. 2, 1932, p. 8,
3. Dad” Brooka, 0D 0t
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I'se jus gotta §1t than numbah cause
I'se plum outta coal,-

Don't play if you don't hsve to, It's
an outlaw game and the odds are strong against
you, sll the way from eighteen hundred to two
thousand., I needs the money and I plays, But
if you don't have to don't play.

If it wasn't for poliey I don't know what
I'da dos I ain't working and that is the only
way I oan make some money., lLast week I catches
four times, ..., Altogether it made §l4,50, ...
Ain 0ld lady I knows caught fifty dollars last
week off poliecy. ©5he really needs the money
because she hasn't any.

If it wasn't for poliey and moonshine in
the Black Belt today, lots of people would go
hungry .+

I ain't workin' and that is the only way
I can make some money. BSome days I plays fifty
or seventy five cents g day, Sometimes even as
much as three dollars,®
I play numbere because it helps the noor
fellow. OCembling i1s a God-sent bleseing to the
poor,
These factores point rather clearly to the fact that
number gambling 1s essentially a depression phenomenon,
The importance of the economlie depression as a causative

factor in the perseveration of number gambling should not

1, ¥rs, Warren, policy player, living on St. intoline 8%.,
Detroit, Michigan,

2, Statement of a number player,

3. Statement of a number player,

4, Statement of a number player, -

5. Statement of a number player.

6. TFather Hurley, a spirituslist minieter, in a conversation
with me,
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blind us to the importance of one other factor - namely,

the repeal of prohibitioen, This 4id much to promote number
gambling, In fact, it is entirely posseible that had the 18th
Amendment remalined on the statute books, number gambling would
never have reached its present status. The reason 1s quite
obvious, With prohibition gone the who;e underworld organi-
zation which had been built up for the illielt liquer traffic
suddenly found iteelf with nothling to do, Conaequently, the
individuals engaged in this business began to look about for
a worthy substitute whiech they found in the number racket.
The elaborate and efficient organization for liquor running
was transferred with certain aslight modifications to the
murber racket, Before long the new business was operating

at top éfficiency and the beer barons had become the number
baronas, As proof of this we might clte some conerete casea,
Prior to 1929 "Duteh" Sehultz, the famous New York under-
world figure, was known principally for his activity in the
liquor traffic, Ilater, however, when prohlbitlon was re-
pealed Schultz turned to number gambling and made it his
chief interest, A similar change was made in Chicago where

Ralph Capone, brother of the famous "Al" and heir to the

latter's vast underworld empire, took up the number racket
as a substitute for the falling liquor business. Thus the
famous Capone organization with ite "territories," "trigger

men," and "fixes", was preserved intact but with a new base.
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In Detroit many of the present number barons are underworld
figures of an earlier day.

Thege two factors then, the economic depression and the
repeal of prohibition appear to be primarily responsible for
the present development of number gambling.

Before concluding this chapter let us consider briefly
the problem of the racial incidence of number gambling. VWhy
1s it that number gambling ieg so predominantly a negro so-
tivity? To answer this question there is no need to appeal
to such stersotypes ae racial temperament, innate disposi=-
tion, love of adventure, and s¢ on., There is no scientifie
proof for the notion that the negro is temperamentally or
instinetively more inclined to this kind of behavior than
is any other racial group., The true answer, it seems to me,
mugt be in terms of the gecial and economic conditions under
which the negro livee., If our earlier conclusion is correct,
that the present development of number gambling is largely
a2 result of the economlc depreseion, then it follows logieally .
that it should have its chief incidence among negroes, It ia
common knowledfe that no group felt the depression more acutely
than did the negro., Belng a marginal employee and working as
he does at the foot of the cecupaticnal ladder it 1s inevit-
able that thie should be ths case, In brief, the negro is
addicted to number gambling not because of some hypothetical

racial quality but because of his difflcult economie pesition




“and because he regards this activity as a possible way of

~ improving his condition, In ﬁh&a conneetion too 1t 1s ' o
important to point out that wiwn white people take up num-

. ber gambling 1t 1s prinoipally those whites who most nearly
approxinate the negro in social and economle status,

paftn genaPaliy
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Chapter X
The Change in S3tatus of Numﬁer Gambling in the
Detroit Negro Community

In Chapter IX we dealt at some length with those fac-
tors which are indicative of the present perseveration of
number gambling in the negro community, The materialas of
the present chapter, dealing with the changed status of
number gambling in the Detroit negro community, could have
been legitimately treated as a phase of that discusaion but
inasmuch as the tople 1s one of considerable intrinsiec im-
portance it ie best that we consider 1t separately,

Gambling ies quite generally regarded as an outlaw
activity in the United States since practically every state

in the union has anti-gambling and anti-lottery laws of one

gort or another, Number gambling has been no exception to
this general rule, "herever it hag become of any imnortance
lawas of variours kinde have been passed to prevent its growth,
And 1t has been the object of attack by ministera, social
reformers, and others interested 1n the moral behavior of
the community,

The history of number gambling in the Detroit negro
community.up until 1929 followed this general pattern, The
moral guardians of the communlity spared no efforte in at-

tempting to do away with 14, As late as 1928 the C®lored

Ministers' Association led a2 militent crueade against 1%.
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By means of pulpit and press they did all in their power to
rid the community of this activity. During this period
they spoke of it in such terms as the following:

Number gambling is a vice and we should
act to do away with 1t,1

It 18 an insidious practice which feeds
upon the poverty and ignorance of the masses,<

We must unite to do away with this cancer
that pauperizes our people,-

But during the period of 1930-1932 the whole attitude
of this group underwent a drastie change, No longer did they
condemn 1t and look upon it as something which should be
abolished., Their changed attituaa.was reflected in such

statements as these:

You white folks have your stock Earkat.
Colored folks got to have our fun too, :

Number $amb11ng 18 no worse than going
!

out to "lLefty" Ryan's and losing %3 at a shot,>

Number gambling ie really not gambling
'esuse you've got a good chance of winning and
if you do win you're sure to get your money.
That'e more th%n you white folks can say about
your gambling.’

L3

Rev, Peck, a prominent colored minister in Detroit.
Rev, Ross, a Detrolt colored minister,

Rev, Digby, a colored minister in Detroit,

Quoted by Jerome Davie, Christian Century, Yov,, 1936,
Father Daniel in a conversction with me,

Statement of a number player to me,

2 e L] ®
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"The numbers” is not an evil because

the money ie spent right in our own communit

and the bankers are our best charity givers.

Thie change of attitude on the part of the ministers
is indlcatlive of a more widespread change of attitude among
all those groups who had previously dondemned the practice,
or at least had remained aloof from it, Thus number gaabling
which started out as an illegitimate activity along with
other forme of gambling guite suddenly was made a leglti-
mate one in the Detrolt negro community by winning to its
slde the interpreters and guardiane of the community's morals,
i.,e., the miniesters, Y,¥,C,A, mroups, ete, This oecourrence
as Tar as T can determine appears to be unigue to Detroit
for 4n’all other areas where number gambling has achieved
considerable importance its status seemsg always to have been
that of an outlaw practice,

The sudden acceptance of a previously condemned activity
18 an unusual ocecurrence nnd calls for some explanation,
"hat was responsible for this sudden change of attitude?
Two factors in particular are important, Firat there ls an
economic factor which grew out of the recent depreaasion;
and second, a prestige factor which is associated with the

character of the gamblers themselves., IlLet us examine these

in more detail.

ey

1. sStatement of Rev., _ in a conversation with me,
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e have already examined the role of the economic de-
pression in the recent perseveration of number gambling.
It seems to have played an equally important role in chang-
ing the status of number gambling from that of an illegitimate
activity to that of a legltimate one., Of all the organlza-
tions and inetitutions affected by the collapse of our SGOﬁ-
nomic structure none geem t0o have been more deeply affected
finaneially than those directly dependent upon publie support,
Such institutions as the church, Y.M,C.A., ¥Y.W.0.A., welfare
agencles, and other community enterprises were faced with the
unprecedented situation of having their support greatly re-
duced and at the same time finding an inereased demand for
their services., For some organizations this situation was
too much and they were forced out of existence, COthers kept
going only by reducing their activity to & minlmum. Still
others, after a temporary setback, regzined most, if not
all, of thelr éarlier power., Such organizations as were able
to continue did so by virtue of the financlal asslstance whieh
they obtained from the number gamblers. Here was an oppor-
tunity for this group to establish themselves in the good
graces of those who hitherto had been thelr most bitter op-
ponents and they were quick to realize thelir opportunity,
Yhile the motives of the gamblers in thls respect were
largely mercenary and of a selfish nature 1t would be in-

correct to regard them as entirely so., Thie is proven by
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the fact that in many cases their donations were made anony-
mously. The motive in such cases was one of altrulsm and a
genuine lnterest in human welfare rather than in any per-
sonal aggrandisement, fome specifie cases will serve to
11lustrate the gambler's activity in thie respect.

Witk the coming of the depression a number of ministers
found themselves with heavily mortgaged new buildings in
addition to the ordinary expenses of operating 2 church
organization, The remarks of one Detroit minister are to
the point:

The chureh which I was pastoring needed

money to complete a construction contract that

had been begun on the ¢hurch building, ¥r, __ .

dld not wait for me to ask help of him but came

to me and offered_ the full amount needed to

complete the job,l
S0, ae might be expected, we find that the church, in parti-
cular, hae come in for a large share of the gamblers' bene-
factions.

Charity organizations also have recelved large ddn&-
tions from this source although scme of the gamblers prefer
to carry on their own charity work rather than trust the funds
to some agency.

Bundreds of Thanksgiving and Ghriatma§

baskets are distributed by these men., Cne in
particular econfines all of hls charitable work

1. Statement of Rev., Peck in a letter to me, 1935,
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to the distribution of over a thousand baskets

at Christmas, These men have a deep sense of

appreciation of the need among their group and

it 18 rare that they refuse requests for help.,

The system of giving ig not sound social work

procedure, but they sustain the reputation of

helping their supporters and friends who are in

need,l

Both the Y, V.C.A, and the Y ,W,C,A, receive large an-
nual donations from the gamblers, Usually 1t is srecified
that the donations should be used to pay membership dues of
Individuale who otherwise might be deprived of using the
facilities of these organizationa.

Not all of the philanthropy of the gamblers, however,
ig of thie institutional type. A good deal of 1t gzoes to
the support of individuals who are deserving of such aid,
For example, there are two young colored men attending the
Univereity of Michigan at the present time (1935) whose en-
tire expenses are being pald by the pennies and nickels from
9t, Antoine Street, These men know their benefactors only
ag interested friends,

The gamblers have also contributed generously to the
support of athletic organizations and of individuals who
give promise of becoming outstanding athletes, In 1934, for
example, a groupn of these men sponsored eight fully equipped

baseball and basketball teams, Such famous negro athletes

1, Statement of 7, O, Woodson, Executive Secretary of the
colored Y.¥.C.A. in Detroit, in a letter to me, QOot,,
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as Eddie Tolan and Willis Ward owe much of their success

to the early encouragement, finincial, and otherwlee, whioch
they recelived from such individuals., Joe Louls, the sensa~
tional negro boxer, owes most of his sueccess to the heln of
his present co-manager, John Roxborough, one of Detroit's
moet prominent gamblers., Roxborough has helped many other
people in the negro community as well, and justly deserves
to be called "The Colored man's Santa Claus" - & title which
the community hae bestowed upon him,

Thus the economic depression by depriving certain in-
stitutions of thelr regular means of Bupporﬁ made 1t possaible
for number gambling to become established as a legitimate
businees in the community. By accepting the flnaneianl aid
of the gambler these institutions and the individuals in-
terested in them were forced to accept the business whiech
made this ald possible., Thus number gambling has come to
have a legitimate place in the Detrolt negro community be-
cause certain elements in the community sueh as the minis
ters, Y.M.C,A, people, and others who are more or less the
"moral definers" have found it economically advantageous to
glve it such status, Here is a clear case of how economlc
considerations often influence the moral and ethical patterns
of a eommunity.

let ue turn now to a consideration of the role of the

prestige factor in giving number gambling status in the som-
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munity. It 1s a commonplace that the status of an activity
or movement ig greatly influenced by the character of its
following. UHistory iz replete with examples of social move-~
mente which were without status and able to make little
progrese toward their goal until they had secured the par-
ticipatlion or at least the endorsement of people of nrestire,
As ¥nanlecki has observed, when an actlivity becomes identi-
fied in the mind of the publie with the names of certain
prestige elements it 1s well on the way to soclal acceptance,
In the history of every victorious move-

ment we find that the declsive moment was winning
an openly positive, even if only private appre-
clation from some members of the community or the
group who were generally considered respectable,
Such was the role of clergymen in the spread of
Protestantism, of members of the French aristoc-
racy who voluntarily resigned thelr privileges in
the triumph of democratic ideals, of the few
wealthy and refined women who in every country

by their endorsement of feminism contributed
largely to the gradual vietory of that movement,.l

The faoetor of prestigze forms the basis of mueh of our
modern advertising also, Testimonial advertlsing is nothing
more than a device for identifying a certain product with an
individual of prestige, This is clearly shown in the endorse-
ment of cigarettes, motor cars, cosmetics, and food products
by such prestige elemente as movie stare, athletes, and other

Qalebritios.

1, Tlorian Znanlecki, Social Action, New York, Farrar and
Rinehart, Inc,, 1936, p. 449,
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Number gambling hag achleved status in the Detroit
negro comrunity by this same process, i.,e,, by becéming
identifled with certaln prestige groups of the community.

In this case the nrestige group consiated of a numbher of
colored men who were alyready established in legitimate busi-
ness, These men, like others, had felt the pinech of the
depression, and rather than sacrifice their standard of
living turned to number gambling. The prestisge and reputa-
tion which they enjoy in the community 1a indieated by such
remarks as the following:

These fellowe are not crooks - most of
them are men of very high caliber,

Thenever T need financlal help for an
of my work I c¢an always count on these men.-

You san't f£ind a better group of men,>

They are men of Enquaationed integrity,
fairness, and honesty.

Gambling may be a vice, but it has not
succeeded in destroying some of the finest
traits possible in human character upon the
part of those who are engaged largely in 1t.5

Statement of poliey player to me,
Statement of Mr. John Dancy, Director of the Detroit Urban

League in a conversation with me, fall of 1935,

Statement of Father Daniel in a conversation, spring of 1935,
Statement of W, ¢, Woodson in a letter to me, Oct., 1934,
Statement of Rev., Peck in a letter to me, 1935.

Ut = PO bt
» w . @
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Typical of thls group was the late Bill Nosley who in
addlition to being one of the most prominent eolored busi-
ness men in the whole city was also one of the biggest num-
ber bankers. Before entering the number racket Nosley had
been well established in legitimate business, having ac-

quired complete ownership of the Detroit Tribune Tndependent,

the city's largest colored newgpaper, controlling interest
in the MeFall Brothers Undertaking businese, the largest
colored establishment of 1ts kind in Detroit, and a half
interest in the City Cab Company, also the largest in the
negro community, In addition he owned considersble real
estate including three store buildings, two pool roome, and
seven houses, It 1s well known, too, that Mosley and John
Roxborough owned the controlling shares in the Great lLakes
Iife Insurance Company., The high regard which the community
had for VMosley was clearly revealed a2t the time of his death,
Seven of Detroit's most prominent colored ministers parti-
¢ipated in the funeral service., In charge was Rev, 9, D,
Rogs of the Greater Shiloh Baptiet Chureh who spoke in glow-
ing terms of ¥Wosley's fine character, his Christian idealism,
and hia love for mankind., The sermon was marked by such

phrases as the follawingzl

1, I was unable to enlist the services of a stenographer
to obtain a complete report of this service, The state~
ments quoted are taken from my own notes on the meeting.
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sseee A great benefactor s..«« A Christian
if ever there was One ..... e colored folks
have lost a dear friend ..s.« We shall migs him .
eor He need more like him.

The Detroit News estimated that some 10,000 people arowded

the chureh and surrounding streets to witness the funeral,

The identification of such men with number gawbling has
greatly facllitated its achievement of status. Thle fact is
borne out by the aneswers which many people gave when ques-
tioned about the morality of number gambling., A typleal
answer was this: "It's gambling all right, but there's
nothing wrong with 1t because if there was, men like Yosley,
Roxborouzh, and ¥atson wouldn't have anything to 4o with 1t."

There is a certain class of players also who have done
much to give number gambling status, Such people as law-
yers, physiclians, and dentists who ordinarily would remain
aloof from such an activity have by the very nature of their
business been forced to take part in it, When number gambling
became general in the community these groups found it neces-
sary to play the numbers as a matter of good business and at
least outwardly to endorse it, As one prominent dentist says:

This number playing i a terrible business,

and to think that I have to help it along. But

what can I do when one of my patlents asks me to

buy a number? If I don't play with him he'll go

gomewhere else for his dental work, T can't af-
ford to lose any business in these times,l

1, Statement of Dr. ___ s 606 E. Vernor Highway, Detroit.
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Fince profesSional people are carrieres of prestige 1t fol=-
lows, generally, that activitiee with vhich they become
identifled gain status, This seems to have been the case
ag regards number gambling,

To sum up, Number gambling ie an accepted practice in
the Detroit negro community today. This situation repnre-
eente a drastic change from an earlier period when the ac=~
tivity was generally condemned by those responsible for
defining the group'e morals. Two factors are responsible
for this change, TFirst, and perhaps most important, was the
economic depression which by depriving certain institutions
of thelr ordinery méana of support made 1t possible for the
gamblers to aaﬁe to their ald and thereby win the acceptance
of those people who had previously condemned their actlivity.
fecond is a prestige factor which has its basle in the
economic depression also, Many individuals who had estab-
lished themselves in leglitimate buainaeé now turned to nume-
ber gambling as a means of maintaining thelr income thus
establishing an identity between gambling and the legitimate

businespses in the community.
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Chapter XI

Summary and Conclusions

Number gambling may be viewed as a reaction of the
negro community to the economie depression, It represents
an attempt, however, futile, on the part of the community,
to regain whatever income and securlty had existed during
normal times., For many people the hope of a winning number
served to alleviate somewhat the despair and hopelessness
of thelr condition, This has been neatly stated by one for
whom 1t served this purpose,

hen I goes home and finds no coal and

nothing to eat, and the kids bawling it'e pretty

hard timee believe me, But you know if I got as

much as a penny or nickel on that old number it

gives me a good feeling, cause it might be my

lueky day.

While the depregssion provided the original impetus for
the present development of number gambling, further stimulus
came as o result of the repesl of prohiblition. With the
passing of the 1lliecilt liquor traffie as a profitable busi-
ness, the promoters of this business turned their attention
to number gambling as a worthy successor, Thus the elaborate
organization of the liquor business was transferred to number
gambling, and the latter underwent a marked development as

a result, The pattern of organization borrowed from the

liquor business and adapted to number gambling consists of
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four basie elements: (1) an elaborate hierarchical organi-
zation of personnel, (2) a spatial organization in which a
wide territory is controlled from a central metropolitan
area, (3) the "fix", in which public officilals, principally
police and politiclans, are drawn into and made a part of
the organization, and (4) legal aid in which members of the
legal profession become the advisors and consultants of the
organization,

Number gembling does not exist as an lsolated aectivity
but rather as a number of closely integrated activities, i,e,,
ag a culture complex, Ap such, we may regard it as a cul-
tural expression of a psychological conditlion inherent in
any activity involving chance, Any situstion in which ;he
luck or chance element is prominent naturally causes the
individual faced with that situation to seek some means of
control, To effect such control the individual may appeal
to matter-of-fact 21ds or/and magieal and supernatursl ones,
Since in number gambling,as in all formes of gambling, the
element of chance is great it is inevitable that there
should grow up around it many practices designed to control
the outcome of the numbers, The practices dlscussed in
Chapter V (Beating the Numbers) and those dealt with under
the heading of "Parasitic Activities"” represent attempts on
the part of the individual to reduce the element of chance

in number gambling.
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The importance of number gambling at the present time
is shown by the way in whiech 1% has influenced the culture
and behavior of the community, The following are indlces of
this development. First is its pecuniary magnitude, Second,
1es its pervasiveness in the community, i.e., the extent to
which the people of the community participate in 1t, and
think and talk about it, Third is its prominence in the
press, TFourth, ls the fact that number gambling has developed
an argot, TFifth, 1s the development of a large number of
stories, anecdotes, and verses which have numbers and number
gambling as their central theme,

Between the years 1928 and 1932 number gambling under-
went a significant change in the Detrolit negro community.
Prior to this period, in common with all forms of gambling,
it had been outlawed by the moral guardians of the community.
¥ith the coming of the economlc depression thls attlitude wae
changed to one of acceptance by these same individuals, and
in some instances théy went so far as to defend it. This
change 1as attributable to two factoras., Pirst, is the economio
depression which destroyed the regular sources of income of
such institutions ae the Y.¥,C.A., Y.7.C,A,, and the church,
In order to survive or at least continue with any degree of
efficiency they were forced to accept support from the only

aveilable source - the gemblers.l In accepting the gambler's

1, By gamblers I mean here not those who play the numbers
but the owners of the gambling business,
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support they were compelled naturally to accept the practice
which made thle support possible, The second factor is the _
assoclation of number gambling with certalin prestige elements 2
in the community. An aativ&%y like an individual in known -

by the company it keeps, and number gambling has kept good

company. Many of Datr61£'a moat prominent gamblera arn?ﬁiﬁ 7

of high prestige who before going into the number business
had had a prominent place in legitimate business. Other

people of prestlge such ae dostors, 1auy%?§;’§iﬁiédntxﬁtﬁ“
have aleo done much o legltimize number gambling, With m

whole community playing the nﬁihﬁri 1t was a ;ntggprgf mood

business for these individuals to aiign,hhtnsmiwtiwwﬁﬁhftt,
or at least not ﬁq.aaudnun'ﬁt*r | -

?‘c’&‘-“ﬂz ;

ah&tﬁun i- ﬁraan,.“:



APPENDIX A
A Copy of a Handbill Issued by the Proprietors S
of the Lottery for the Information of mmt-mm
and 811 6thers Interested e o




Drawing of the Lottery

The following are the numbers which were this day drawn
from the peventy-eight placed in the wheel, viz,i-
1 2 3 4 5y &) T a g 10 11 12
20 51 61 24 T4 T7T 46 36 690 20 26 3

and that the sald tickets were drawn in the order in which
they stand: +that i1s to say, No, 20 wap the first that was
drawn; No, 51 waes the 2d4; No, 61 was the 34} No 24 was the
4th; No. 74 was the S5th; No, 77 was the 6th; No. 45 was the
Tth; No, 36 was the 8th; lo, 69 was the 9th; No. 290 was the
10th; No, 26 was the llth; No. 3 was the 12th, and last,

Those tickets entitled to the 110 highest prizes were
drawvn in the following ordert-

123 ,.00 $30,000 T 89 .. 45,000
4 5 6 .4es 10,000 wone ., 2,367 20

Those & tickete having on them the
67|678|8910|9 1011 eash . 1,500

Those 100 tickets having on them the

2 &1y 4 Flyrele niile 630
$ 2 501 4 B3 7T10/0 312 % 611
T 9 B3 & o/1 Tisi9 & %le 61
T § 711 sl vl e A Kl A
s # 3y s s B elF AT TS
1 8% &% Ajely #8308 4 8l2 710
3 21011 8 6|1 831 8 4 92 VY
1 2311 B 7|1 8323 Aj0|2 T
T #1911 % B2 9318/ A1 ls B B
$ S A1 & ¢/ 911 2 At in B 10} each ,, 1,000
T % 8|1 810|1 9312|8 & 6|2 811
: $ . £ sy Ient i LTI &80
1 3 7|1 s512|13032|2 5 8|2 910
? % 8|1 € 7111132/ 2 5 9|2 91}
I % g1 6 8|2 3 5|2 8102 o 12
R anld & g8 S SN
1 311l1 €10(l8 3 7|2 B5312/2 10232
1 %1911 §13112 % 8|2 & 7|21z
1 &4 51 618|2 % 9|2 6 8|3 4 6
148y T 8 e % &8 0 Y AT

A11 others with three of the drawn numbers on, (being 110)
Gaﬁh L 3 . '} - » . . . * » » * . * . ] - ] " » 3&0

Those 66 tickata having on them the 18t and 24 drawn num-
herﬂ, eaay & e » . 0&.4-..100

Those 66 tickets having on tham "the 24 and Bd, eash o 5, » B0



Those 66 tickets having on them the 3d and 4th, each ..
Those 66 tickets having on them the 4th and 5th, each ,
Those 132 tickets having on them the 5th and 6th, or

6th and Tth, eabh , « . . e . .
All others with two of the drawn numbora an, (baang
39‘60] each , . . & ® s & = 8 8 &

And all tinkuta having cnn enly, or ths drawn numbers
on, each, (being 25, 750

¥ W s & B W
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Loulaville &
New York
tack kxchange January 26, 1931
Hew-York City

Eindly please:

Write us am soon as poseibly you cant, That number come
out since laet Saturday, Because We been plaving Very
often as your patronage on your clearing House, As T
sald before we would like to know the writs numbers from
your office I remain yours and waliting patantly for your
anawar,

Your patronare

Chattanocomas Temnn
5178 Palmetto 9
Te, 7=-0500 12.22.%2

Dear Zirs I am writting you in behalf of myself, T plays
the numbers in the Clearing House hers in Chattanoogs And
the third fourth and 5th murber are the winner now thie

way the winmer for Wenesdry Dec, 21 total sales 737,000
798 1s the winner for "enesday the nuwber are from the
total eales of you Stock company everyday it closes, I

am anking you ocould you get the Totnl sales for any Aay here
in Chattanooga by 9 ore ten o clock are how soon ocould you
get me the number here as soon as the market close just the
3,45 number will be encugh for you to send of the Total
Sales and you pald 737980 708 won that 345 number of Total
falen for today, I seen in Mew York todny which is Satur-
day I suppose could you get that number here by @ o elook

I will pay telegram fee, Thanking you in alvance for lete
ting me here from you T remain

Xenia, Ohio
Dec, 0, 10%A
Pear Siri:
I am very much interested in buyine esome stock or bonds,
%411 you kindly inform me how I may obtain the total stoel
and bond quotations each day around 11 (a.m,) to 12:00 P,¥,
Could you inform we by wire no later than 11:30 (a.m,)
o S sn e Yours truly

and Saturday at 10145 (a.m.)




Cheswick, Pa,
Mareh 6, 1934
New York Stock Exchange, :
New,York N. Y.
Gentlemen:

riting a few lines to get acguainted with you,

The reagon I am writing to find out if you could tell
me how to win a few odd dollars by playinz the clearine houne,
The reason, T am asking you is bhecause you ann tell we how
to play the Clearing house

And here we nre allowed to nlay the Clearing houssa un
until two (2330) o'elock in the afternoon, You know what
number comes up at four ocloek and if yvyou Ao know what
number comes up' I would like to play,

But you would have to tell what number comes un, You
would have to tell me by two ocloek in the afternodn,

Tloaing T wish to hear from you in a few davs,

fincerely yours

R: D i
Cheswick, Pa.

P.8. '1f 1 ecan play the clearing‘house then I will give you
a phone number to where to call and I will pay the expenses,

2225 Madieon St.
Gary, Ind.
Sept, 12, 1935
New York Stock Exchanpge
Detrolit, YMich,
Gentlemen;

please send me information concerning the poseibllity
of securing or buying numbers from your Company.
Inclosed you will find a sample of what I intend to play,
Youra truly

CHICAGO :
OFFICIAL MUTUELS
AUG 22 1935
12t Race LINCOLR FPIELDS 42,20
2nd Race Mutuels 28,20
Prd Race 42,80

PRIZE 282 NULBER



1401 Jefferson 5t.,
Baltimore, M4,
May 31, 1935

New York Stock Exchange,
New York, N. Y.

Gentlemen:

I am in recelipt of your letter of May 10th and wish to thank
you for your prompt reply,

However, I wish to ask you a favor: this time I wish to know
if you can send me bg wire, cecllsect, dﬂily or C 2 D estern
Union monthly, pald in advanee the Stock Exchange number at
3:00 daylight savinq time, Also please specify the amount

of money 1t would cost C & D Western Union,

Thanking you in advance, and hoping you will give thie let.
ter the same prompt attention that you gave my last one, I am

incerely

try and Bring 789,000 out this week. I think T will sell
eome stock when 1t come out,.

328 YVettler ot,

Toledo, Chio

Nec, 2nd 1935
Deardgir: :

Could you please let me know if you have a report or a
schedule for the first two weeks of Necember or the whole
month on Stocks or both Stocks and Bonds to be sold dailey,

If you have ia there by any chance of you gending it to
me, If not could you pnlease Jjust send me the last six
figures on Stocks or both Stocks and Bondsa,

%hich I wlll appreciate very much, As I promise to
keep 1t under cover,

Please answer as I would like to write you again,
Enclosed you wlll find addressed envelope, I thank you,

Yours Truley

P, 8, To show my appreciation would you please mend me your
address for your private insured and registered mail,



4/13/33
2101/2 Pledmont Ave,
Atlanta, Ga,

New York Stock EZExchange

I am asking you all if you will wire me the amont bonds sales
each day, 1f I will pay for the wireing an will wire, Jest
what -« you charge for your trouble I want to wire it where

I get it by 145 or 150 oelock, our time please snswer, I
inclose atamps, truley y.

From
Wilkea~-Barre FPenna,

Find enclose 504 for } weekly N, ¥, stock market tickets
whiech the N, Y, stoeck announces in the local newgpapers and
for the #10,000 premium of } weekly N, Y. Stock market ticket,

Yours truly

please anawer
right away --
Bir

%e bought ticket for Jan. 9 - 1933 and never received no
recippt please let us know if you recleved our money all of
gerie A no, 444431-A '

I remain a 44 Bthel St
Woonsocket, R, I,
P, 8, Agent here say he d4idn't recieved no recipt.

Dear 8ir

What is the stock num:;r on Oct 24+th
Thanks

218 £ Roane Bt.
Charleston, W, Va.



3ep. 5 = 33
802 17 ave
Belmar, NJ

¥orris Exchang pleas send me atonce all Information, have
change Races 1f so what Race, T Play 3,5,7 also send me
the prices on your Number hope %too to here from you by
Return Mail

B02 = ave Belmar NJ

Columbusg Ohio
Dot, 31, 1931
The N, Y. 3tock Exchange,

Please send me by Telegram C,0.,D. the Shares Seld on Stock
Wed, Morning No later than 12 P, ¥, if possible. T am
interested in Same - I am Inclosing the Paper So you will
Enow Just what I spenk of, 1 must have the amt by 12 PV,
Columbus time, :

E90% VL, Vernon Ave.
Apt. 1 :
I ghall pay for Telegram,

The Monterey
North Asbury Park,
H- J.

Stock Exchange

Dear Sir

Kindly do me a favor by telling me how the
do0? Is it the highest number that counts you take 3 numbers
for 5 cents and I see tonight Tues the olosing number is 130,
Igs that the way, they do it & how do the winner wina I know
it i8s gambling but ecan't see how you make and how much on
the number,

Kindly explain
And oblige

P, O, Box T34
Newport
R, T,
Jan, 13th, 1931



Cetomber
18 - 1932

dear sir: I saw 1in the new york herald tribune market terme
and I am ask for book 05 and will you send me one and a good
number im the fall river racles first and second racles,

8 pone ave,,
new port R.I,

November 1l1-4-18-.32
R #3, Skernersville,
W.C,

Dear Sir:

I am write to you to ask you 40 send me the number for
one week of Chicago Butter and Zgmsa nleagse and let me here
from you all son, Please send me them at once,

from

of “kernersville, N.C,
Be . Ps Dy .5, Box é?

Zanesville, Ohlo
January 16th/34
New York Stock Market
New York
To the manager Dear 9ir I would like a book of your clearing
houge number I would like to play some of your numbers please
send me a book and instructlion how to do as I never play
befor, please answer at once and send me 2 book as I am very

anxious to play.

Very truly Yours
120 Harrison 8%,
Zeanesville, Chio

Kar, 8, 1935

New York

Stock Exchange

Dear Sir 1 am writeng you to ask where I ean write and get
my numBers from every day as I am not in Any Place the asame
day, I would Like to Play the NumBers every day

Q Blidgme



Ernest - Pa
9~16-1934
New York Stock Exchanges

I would like to get the in side dope &n this NumBer
that you All publish Every days write and let me no 1f I.
can, TFor the folling day T would like to no It the day
Be Fore so I would have it in advance, I am send you a
coppey Of how It come to this is how I want 1t, GZEvery
day Reddy Add 839-085 shareas sold 0-25-day-1934,

Address

Erneat Pa,

The New York Stock Exchange
New York N Y,

Dear Sir I am wrighting you for some Information on what
we call The chicago Butter and Egms and I play numbers and
I wont to know what kind of a Book have you, Best on it.
Some Say That The Number Came out of the Total Sales; and
I have played all of Them and haven made the right one yet
and I Will Inclose Both the Total and The Chicago Butter
and Egg, The Number wae Saturday 803 and here are The .
Receipt of the Butter 4 8 0 O

The = = = = =« = = egg 50 3 8

S0 I will remain

1455 freemont pls
Fnoxville, Tenn,

Elkridge;
Fayette County
Test, Va,

To whom it may concern: 3ir:

W11l you ?leasa let me in on the Stock exchanme and
the sweepatake's I am very anxious to know how to buy the
tickets let me know at once all about it please,

Youra Res'p.

Box 27
Elkridge,
Fnyﬁtﬁ!. Qo
West. Va.



Beaver Falls, Pa, Aug 25 - 1034

Will you kindly if Fossible Send me the total of Shares
Sold Friday Aug. 24, 1934, And Sat Aug, 25th, I am
interested in theﬂe ag 1 am doing bulsness with Brokers
in Penna., You will find inclosed a %Self Addressed and
Stamped for Reply, T will will be Very Thankfull for this
information if Possible,

Thanking you Very much Repet:

420 - 8Sth Ave
Beaver Falls,
Pa,

Columbus, Ohio
January 26, 34
N, ¥, Stock Exchange,
New York City, N, X,

Gentlemen:

Would 1t be possible for you to Wire me, at My Txnense,
the amount of Sales of N, ¥, utock Exchange, for January
30th, 1934, by at least 2:15 B.UK

Thanklng you for your kind attention, I remain

Very truly yours

783 Kerr Stroet

¥arion, Ohio,
hagust 20, 1934
New York Stock Exchange,l
New York, M. ¥,

Gentlemen:

Will you kindly advise me by wire collect, the total
number of bond sales on next Friday, August 24th, at the
earliest possible time on that date?

Thanking you for this favor, I am
- Sincerely yours,

1. This letter and the two following are from the same man,
The first two were typewritten; the last one was in very
poor handwriting.



125 Fies Ave,,
¥arion, Ohlo,
September 1, 1934

¥r, Charlee Klem,

New York Stock Exehange,

New ¥ork City, N. Y.

Dear Siri--

"111 you kindly wire me each day "eollect" the daily
bond sales figures, that 1s, the flgures that are published
each day,

I would 2lso appreciate your sending me Friday's ficures
September 7th at 113130 that date,

Yours very truly,

125 Fles Ave,,
Marion, Ohio,

(In handwriting): P.8, A Nice Presant For this Favor
if you do it,

September 8th, 1934

¥r, Charles Klem
Mew York Stock
Exchange N, Y,
Dear Sir

I am sending this elippen to Explain or show you Just
What I want this Favor would Mean a great deal to me Just
a Poor Van No work trying to Save ¥y home to be honest about
it the Bond Sales Tiguree are Playd here an if I culd Get
them about 11:30 an the Same day the gets them would mean a
lot to me, I would also pay for this Pavor an an Say Nothing
About 1t I am also an X, Service Man Will you kindly do
this Favor for me. Notlece the X under the figures that is
what I want Just those thats all you Need to Send dont Even
gign your Name Just send it wire Collect an 1f Im wrong by
asking this favor, ¥r, Klem Just Torget it, but if you will
send thesge figures would appreciate your sending the filgures
that will be in the Papers on friday Sept, 1l4th an send them
on that date at 11 or 11:30 on friday truly hope you will and
I will Make it right with Mr, Klem

Please do thie favor
Yours very truly

125 Fies ave,
¥arion, Ohio



| NHovember 15th, 1935
New York Btock Exchanﬁe,l
New York City.

Gentlemen, -~ .
For many, many weeks I have been tryingz to "mateh" the

New York bond on No, 375 -« and in lookine beek unon my records
for over a year I note thies number has never come out on the
Bond -« the final three figures of the dollars on the dailly
transactions of the Exchange as published in the daily papers.

Is there a reason why 375 has never come out or has it
Just happened 80? Also I note "000" has never dropped - there
must be a stock exchange superstition against throwing this
particulayr number,

If by any chance 375 could come out gnce it would save
my home and something else besides, Pleasge let me know 4if I
should continue playlng 375 or had T better change, And
thanking you kindly for your consideration in reading this,
my letter, I am,

Very truly yours,

P, O, Box 1534,
Tampa, Fla,

November 18th, 1935
Secretary
New York Stock Exchange,
New York City,

Dear Bir,-

I wrote you last week regarding "375" as having oome out
g0 aeldom on the daily transactions of the Wew York Stock
Exchange - on the last three figures of the "dollars"” (not
including cents); and in connection with my letter I am
wondering if it is possible this combination wlll come out
soon,

It would mean nothing to the Exchange but so mueh to the
writer, as I have some obligatlons which I could pay off if
this number came out soon., It sesms as 1f there must be pome
hoodoo against 375 as 1t has not come out in over a year -
and & combination like that looks llke 1t mwould come in that

length of time.
. Yours very truly,

P, O, Box 1334,
Tampa, Fla,

1. The following theee letters are all from the same man,
They were typewritten and on letterheads of the Board of
Eleetiona, City of Tampa, Florida.



November 20th, 1935
¥r, Jason Westerfield, Asst, Secty.
New York Stoek Exchange,
New York City.

Dear S5ir, -

Thank you kindly for your letter of the 12th 4in reply
to mine of the 15th inst~ I regret very mueh the fact that
my two letters, because I wrote another, follow so closely
the outline of the many you receive, sccording to the re-
print you so kindly sent me, I shall never again be guilty
of writing such letters as it claspes me among those who
apparently try to influence the Stoek Exchange in "placina"
certain numbers,

Again thanking you for your letter, I am,

Very truly yours,

P, O, Box 1334,
Tampa, Florida

Postal Telegraphl

Rockymount NCar 8 800A, Sept. B, 1933

New York Stock Exchange

NYC

Wire me the total number of stoek by nine ocloek,

July 20, 1932
QUE3 10 XU = Savannah Ga 20 1112A

New York Stock Exchange

wYe

Yesterdays Number 649 "hat ie Todays Number Answer

Minneapolls, ¥inn,

Qat. M 1934-

New York Stocks

| 47 R4 E : ;

Please wire Collect Active and Inactive Sales for Wednesday

Tincoln Smoke “hop
721 Henn Ave, ®

1. The six following messages were sent by telegram.



Dayton, Chio
Wall Street Stoeck Exchange
YWlre Total Stock and Bond Exchange Today

Morgantown, YWest Virginila
Oet. 18, 1934
P. My 134

New York Stock Exchange
o ¥i:Cs
Number For Today Wire Answer By Western Union

New York Stock Exchange Traneactions
11 Wall Street New York N, ¥

OQur Telegram Date From Morgantown WWIr Signed
(no, 35) dJenders of Telegram Request Reply in Thirty Minutes
Or Reason for None

Testern Union Tel,.Co.

Plttesburg Ta,
Jan, 26th, 1935

Dear Sir

I am writing you thls letter for I am a widow with a
family of Six, I have a ticket on the report of the astook
sales, 4And if your number comes up two days in a row you
win $500,00 The days are Thurs and Tri, I have numbers 459
(Thura) and 348 (Pri) If vour sales would be 8 (45.9) 06
Fri 8 (348) 20 T would recelve the prize. I know you may
think me insame for writing you thie letter, But T have a
little home on which T owe #750.00 on an? T am being pressed
for 1t by the man vho lent 1t to me, I am not trylng to get
rich quick all I want is this money to save years of hard
work which we have spent to get as far ans we have,
This will carry us over untell my boy can go to work and pay
the rest of the money, 8o please try and help me by putting
out my numbers on Thurs, 459 snd Friday 348 of this week,

If this is not the right Place for this please try and
give it to the right party. HOpin% you can help us,

oursa

A Worried Vother



I am a 1ittle girl 11 years old and please let the main man
read my letter.

Dear Nr.

I am writing to you to tell you about a nomber and wonderin
Af you can fix 1t so it will come out on the time I can get
my 10 ot I will have my 10 et on the 30 of Oet I am a 1ittle
girl my dady out of work and mothr is Siek 2and we dont have
verry mutceh to live on and god Just t0ld me to write to you
Mother has played a pennie on the stock and Bon but if you
can put this nomber 225 out on the 30 I will have 10 ot and
I will give it to Mother and tell her to play it on this
number 225 please put this nomber out on this day T wont tell
know one T wrote this ¥y ¥othr and dady dont know I an writing
this please put this nomber out on the 30 of Cet, and T Know
god will Bless you, fore I will pray for him to Bless you I
am 11 years 0Old, put this no in stocks T will tell you
what nomber 225 in Stocke I will look fore this nomber to
come out in Stocks on the 30 of Ost, god will Blegs you T
know I woude love to print my name but I am afrald mothr

and dady mite gee it in the papers I will pray that god
will bless you and help you and will let you put this

nomber out on the 30 of Cet, the nomber 225 I can (renbent?)
that nomber, God bless you is my prays,

(Postmarked Columbue, Ohio, COct, 22, 1935),

April 19, 1933
Dear Sir,

As I am & poor fellow no work for 19 months we have men
here that booke number of your stoek exchange today 508 was
to be in the gazette paper and instead was 976 he has us
people all to play very heavy on it then when 1t dosent come
up he says it must have been a mleprint or it must not sent
rite from your place now he says to play heavy 1t must come
up try Sat, I have a small truck which I do what T ecan with
1t but I have 4 small children I haul ashes rubbish or any
thing at all for a few cente I will be very truthful with
you Sir I play 10 et, on 508 and if 1t comes in our paper
here then I will 32.50 and it pay ny rent is 12/00 for 2
monthas and and some ingurance up and buy a little extra to
eat we het help but not much when you have 4 kiddies to feed,
Yell ¥r. Preasident I will thank you a thousand times for the
nuber and will pray for you.

I remain
Yours

Thank you,



7014 E. Chestnut 5t.
Wt. Vernon, Chio
Marech 26, 1932

Dear 38ir:
ir, Presidient I'm a poor fellow trying to work my wRY
throu th 1ife and educite my self, ¥y father is dead and

My Mother 1ia ol%. Aind 1eaven it a hard road for me 4o
trqvel, %hile thinging what I could do to help my self.

I thought of this plan, ¥r. Presidient will you kindely

put me next to how to get these numbera ol stocks that they
gell each week, What place I get them, If you will do

this I will thank you and what ever the ceharge may be I will
try and pay 1t on return mail,

410 - 2nd 9treet.,
Ellwood City, Pa,
¥ay 21, 1934

¥r, Richard "hitney.
Dear Sir

Being mindful of your re eélection as President of the
N, Y. Stock Exchange might mean much to me proving I am on
the aquare, After sincere consecration ¥Mr, "hitney forced
me to believe that the information ryou could give me would
mean much to me,

¥r. "hitney I am asking of you a personal favor which
you should dread any betrayal, I take an oath to God %o
keep all information regardless and not mention your name
¥r, "hitney the question 1s, The N, Y, Stock transactions
total is published in the Pgh Tost Gazette every drny., “hen
and by who ia this publieity done and why instead of the
exchange as in the past.

¥r, Whitney another question Is there any way possible
for an individusl receiving thie totnl before it reaches
the paper, for instance in the morning. If so would be
courties enough to favor me with a total for three morning
by telegram paid on this end, Tor instence Tues, Wed, Thure,

Now Mr., "hitney if this important to me 1t should be
also to you, Now if this is not in your power, let me be
known to the one who is in power, I am a friend in need and
you a friend indeed, Bullding on your information,

Reapectfully yours,




Stock Exchange
New York City
New York
dear
sir Pleas send me a number that will hit 1 have &
large famlly and nothing to go on I play and play I cant
never hit

Glarkévillé, Pa,

Dear Mr. Whltney
¥Mr, President :

Tould you please pmet the stock report to glve us the
right number 1t comes in our Post Gazette here and I play
5 ct. 2 day on T45 and it was to be up on 11 of Deec, the
man pays 1t is a misprint from your exchange there I work
for a 1living cleaning of any kind and support 4 small
children my hugband 1s a habitual drunkard and cannot live
with him to ralse my children with him, I would like to
give my little ones a nice Christmas the bookle man says
222 three two and T45 is to be up by the 21 of Dec. o I
am trying so hard to win on T45 Mr, President you will see
how are the numbers the man sgays you go by on Wednesday 1t
wag 322 the nuber then he ways it was to be 222, I will
thank you a thousand times and praye for you and your family
wishing you a Merry Christmas and a wvery hapoy New Year and
lots of lueck and zmood health,

Sir
Try and sell enough Shares so The Buy Could be something
like this 5291000 orsomething just so 520 is firet lots of
people is Flaying 529 and if it would come out ~ Would make
lots of people happy for thanksgiving,
; A friend

Postmarked Sharon, Pr,, Nov. 15, 1934,
Envelope addressed as followst '

New York Stock Markset
No. 6 Wal street
New York
R, 6 clity

F 4



10/16/33
New York 3tock Narket
N, Y.

Dear Sir to whom it may concern
Would you please Grant me this Favor, ¥Would you please Wire
me N, Y, stock transactions Tipured up just as 1t is on
elipping of associated press if a you would Orant me this
great favor I will go Half on all wininings with you, i1f I
should play a dime on Number the amt I would would be Forty
Five Dollars that would mean $22,50 for your trouble of
sending me the transactions a person can play the amt of 254
on the Stoeck Dalley, if you will do this for me T will Send
your part in an 91lip I played to show I am Honest an mean
what I say., the total amt would have to reach me by 1 15
p.m, as after that time they refuse to except numbers- the
numbers comes out Dally, you may understand better by the
elipping I am sending you, I do wish you would be interested
in this Deal, as I am only a poor working CGirl an trying to
keep my Home together for my Grey Halrd Daddy, an I need
money so this is why I am writing you to send me transactions
figured just as it 1s on ¢lipping of Oet, 15 an I will be
Honest with you so Please give me a chance to prove myself,

I thank you an wish to hear from you real soon

624 % ave
YeKeesport, Pa,
P.5., Don't think I am a colored person becausre I play the
Stocks, O yes, I will pay for wire at this end,

¥r, Robert "hitney
Dear Sir,
Would you please give us the 222 they c¢sll it 3-twos or three
777 on the stock all the men tell you to play them that they
are to hit by Saturday and we have been playing them for four
weeks now and they tell you play it heavy so we are playing
5 ot., on them and the booksie sald we will get #25,00 for it.
¥Mr, "hitney we saw your pleture in our paper and so we
thought we would ask you for it as it would be a great help
to us all we play is 5 et to try to get something for 1t but
we do with out something else, We thank you lots and wisgh
you lots of luck and happiness with success

I thanks you

A Mother

(Postmarked Pittsburg, Pa.)



Scottdale, Pa
Mareh 21, 1934
To whom 1t may concerni-

Tould it be possible for the sake of a2 woman who needs
some money desperately to make the numbers in the total
shares of atock =01d on 9aturday Vareh 24, 10%4 read 748,
That is the last two numbers in the thousgands and the first
number in the hundreds, For example 3,4(768)32

3,476832 - If the number publishes would only contain
those 3 numbers in that position it would mean §540,00 for
me which amount will enable me 10 receive hospitilization
that I need to regain health, The other numbers (but those
3 ¢an be anything,)

Thanking anyone whose power 1t might be to do this, I
am praying that my hope could only be realized,

Sincerely

304 lLoucks Ave,
Seottdale, Pa,

Pltteburg Pa
Nov, 24th 1933
Dear 8ir

I am a man in desperate need of money. I am married
and we have five children We are about to lose our home
which I have been working for the last 12 yvears to ralse my
family, .

There is here a number racket which paye 43 to one, Tor
about a £1,50 I eould save my place. The number ias picked
from the shares sold a2s on Ted, Nov, 22 the shares sold wasg
1,574,035 Shares, The number was then 740,

‘Now 1f on next Tues. the number would read 1,526,346
(263), Then on ¥Wed., it would read 1,673,496 (7345. then I
sould play my #1,.50 by knowing 734 would follow 253 otherwlse
I will not play as I need every cent I can get to keep things
going., Hoping I may have some luck and if I do I will be t
happiest man on earth, Yours Truly 3

: Worried

Dear Bir
we have paild for a number to come from you people to put

in our Gazette paper so you never gave it to us it was 536
they sent it telegram said it should come up in two weeks so
please have them here to publish 1t ag we try so hard to win
a fewscenta. Thanking you and am unemployed, please sent
it 53



Dear 8ir

Now that Pitts is playing your stock No, why not give
us a break here we people have tried so hard to win when
they played the other No. the head man would gee a No. and
if it played extra on it he wouldn't pay all., My husband
and Son both are out of work and sells apples on corners
here in the c¢ity I have 3 small children and hard for me to
get work, My husband and Son both keep 5 ¢t a day for to
play T45 and 432 they saild the other no, they wouldnt pay
but now they say they dont want no one to put much on it and
then they will pay I dont think you people would do such a
thing as not to put it in the papers the men here are all
for them selves to dplease try and give a famlly that is
trying to win to help along 8ir I am askinz this favor for
a few others around me that try to win for 2 e¢t, I thank
you & will surely pray for a little surprise and allso pray
for your suceess in life, I thank you again. '

lonegagen FPa.
Jan, 4, 1933
To %hom It May Concern,
Dear Sir:

I am VWriting to ask a great favor -of You, .

I Just lost My Job a few days Ago. And Am out of work
and have a little nmoney left,

: Play the Clearing House now and then and I can never
hit.

Now here's the favor I am Asking you; Could you Please
gend Me a good number that you think will be out in a little
while,

If you give me a good number I am willing to Pay you,
what you whant for 1it.

Please send me this number soon as Possolible,

Or else tell me the Price you want for a number.

Write to Afldress
You will find a 3 cent stamp to send a anawering letter back.
The gtamp will be in the Envolope.
Yours truly.
Send to Addresa,

House No, 2 - 12th St,
Monessen, Pa,



Dear Mr, Presldent

Please give us the number 642 as they tell us to play
heavy as it should of been in our paper here on Ved. and
should be this %Wed, or Thursday unless the morning paper
on Sun telegraph prints it 4different which they had for too
weeks because they had to mueh to pay out the number men here
give them 50 R (?) 30 and we play heavy as they tell us in
a nuber,

thanking you a hundred times

am unemployed 19 months 4 children and wife to Bupnort
but try and play 10 ot on 1it,

(Postmarked Pittsburgh, Pa., June 23, 1933}

Pittsburgh
Jept the 2
Dear ¥r, President
Please give us the number the bookie men tell every one
this 6 the ward district to play it very smart as it is a
winning nuber for tuesday or wednesday some people are play-
ing $1.00 on it but we cant play it so big my husband hag
10 ¢t on it 549 he had t0ld the men it will be put in the
stock market number 549 straight as that 1s the way it 1s to
be dear 8ir he has a big amount on it I will thenk you a
thousand times for it as it will be a big help for the 10 ot
my husband will get 25,00 and as our family is 7 would sure
help.
I thank you a thousand times and will offer you a prayer
at ehurch for your favor and your health and good luck,
A Wother

Dear Zir

Pleage put numbey 225 1s paper to help a very poor
family here we are getting help here and my man was told to
play 225 and 230 by a very wealthy man he books your no, you
put in the gdzette paper here the stock and he plays for my
men and sald Af it came up he would get 25 and he takes out
what he owes for playing so please help us out he has played
for 3 weeks now go please help us out by printing the no.,
225 and 230,

I thank you from my heart and wish you lots of luek and
work as we have not had any thing fi¢t to live on for 8 mon%hn
it will help us eat and pay some rent, -

ar

family
thank you again,
(Postmarked Pittsburgh, Pa,, July 17, 1932)



Dear Mr, President
Before leaving please have Gazette paper publish 459 -
642 - 393 the men tell us to play them if we want a little
extra, well you no 1t is very unhappy to be poor but I play
2 ot on each I will be truthful I will get 8,00 if you give
it to us I will thank you from the bottom of my heart for it
I remain

230 Kincaid atr.
City
Kr, President they told us to keep %111 30th 4day %epnt. 1t
must appesar in the stock we have had it for 4 weasks now,
I thank you agaln,
and hoplng you are succesgful in your néw plaee of husiness,
Thanlkt vou,

7/20/1933
Columbus, Ohio
To The New York Stock Exchange Bank

I am asking a favor of you gentlemen as 1 am old and cant get
enuf work and I havenit no way to make a living I want you
all to send me the stook numbeyr and the Revise Bond Number

We play the thousand in the Revisge Bond and we take the first
three figures after the first in the stock go please send it
to me and Jupst as soon a2s the number comes out T will send
whatever you charge Because I haven't enuf money know Send
it for Satureday or Monday,

Please lelp Me By doing this and the lord will Bless you,

996 E, Spring St.

Columbus, Chio

New York Stock RExchange

Is 1t possible for me to get a tip on the number of
shares to be nold each day or at least once a week on the
New York Stook Market, I am a mother of a large family. WMy
husband worke one day a week go I've been trying to play
mumbers but I e¢an not win, I would be willing to pay for a

good number,
Please answer te this address

Duquense Pa,
P.S., I would have to have the tip before 1 o'clock week
days, 10 o'cleck Saturdays, :




Dear Slr and Mr, President,

Here in our city they rite No, and hit on the 8Stocks no,
you people put out each day through our papers here, I do
hope and pray if you pleage publish a No, 475 the men here
are taking the money to play on it from thelr hungry children
and families the bookies tell them it is & hot tip and my
husband took my insurance and table money to play on it ae
as they tell him it 18 a hot tip from N, X, If it was gotten
out in our papers here I am.sure it would bust 1t up as
they are got everyone in our neighborhood playing it for 2
weeks now my huaband has #1 on it, The bookie man sald if
it hite by Saturday 41t will bust it up T am praying to God
each nite it does bust up I will be a happy mother I have
to lend money to feed 4 babies, 2 the baby, 7 the oldest,
while he plays Numbers., I thank you a thousand times for it
to bust it up. 475, Oblige a Yother,

Youngstown Chio -
Ausuet 10-8-33
¥r, Richard Whitney
Dear S8ir & Bro-
"hieh I hope you are, I have been out of work for two yrs
& I dont like to beg but will you pend a bro Hirm (?) the
No. they playing on the HStoeck Exchange for I am in 4Ailre need
of something to live on ¥Vr, Thitney I would not ask this of
you but my wife ies in I1l1l health and there are no work here
now only in the Mills and I cant stand examination on ag-
count of my eyes g0 please help me on that way If you can -
Fraternal yours,
32

350 . Rayen Ave,

July 6 - 1935
The person who gives out the dally Stoek Market Report,
New York Stock Market
Wall 3%, B. Y,

Dear S5ir:
I am a stranger to you, about to ask a rather odd favor,
I will explain why T am asking it and s=leo what I want,

"~ I am much in nedd of money., The depression has net
exactly been kind to me, A number of years agaal stsr%;d to
atudy medicine and through lack of funde have been ble ¢o
rinizh._ Yarried and en:gdhild. In plain words 1 nﬁﬂﬁ agoug



ten thousand dollars, I could with your help 1 think get
this amount together without it costing you anything in cash,
I doubt if you would help however, But I am desperate enough
to ask you,

The plan is the number racket, You no doubt have heard
of 1t and know all about it, 1In oase however that you have
not I will explain 1t later, If I could hit three times and
be reasonably sure what the number wans going to be, by pool-
ing or pyramiding my winnings I would have encugh, If T
had a larger atake to start with I could play more the Tirst
time but my finances are very low, I will give you three
nurbere to come out on eertain days, If you eare to have
them come out all well and good, If not T thank you all the
geame, I wlll play them on the supposition that they will,
The first day I will play 50# the following times T will
play ten dollars, If the firet day wine, T doubt 1f I could
play more each time and be pald,

As an 1llustration of the working of the number betting
the stock market total gales for the day on June 29 « 1935
wag 2 (520) 80 aa you ean see from your regords, The en-
closed or encircled part of the number is the figure they
pay on, The odds to win are a thousand to one, The odds
paid are five hundred to one. A person would be foolish to
try to win normally as there 18 2 to 1 that you lose, The
bookies have made out very well on their racket and could
very well afford a loss that would help me so much,

The numbere and dates they are tc come out on are as
followa:

Humber Date
x 642 xx FPriday July 12
x 973 =x Tuesday July 16
x 458 xx Wednesday July 24

I will play other numbers after the first hit on the
days not listed and lose to throw people off my trall lest
they think I am lucky and start playing my numbers,

I suppose you think I am just another darn fool but I
had to take a chance, I have tried to be frank about 1t
and am eigning my name, Please don't send this to & news-
paper as it would embarass me quite a little,

Very respectful

Sharon Perna,
The reason I am glving you the numbers 1s so that you will
not have to send them to me, If I should win I will come
to see you personally to thank you,



September 9/8/33
Pittsburgh -~ Pa,
Dear Siri-

New York Stock Market Clearing House,

You will find enclosed {1,00 in caeh please send me just
one Geog Number. I prefer a race lNo, a flat No, Please tell
me how long I must play 1t, If it worke in my favor, Will
remember you also will be your steady customer - I find a
little note book estating your addrese in I couldn't get the
right no as i1t was wet., My husband is out of work 3 yrs.

I have 4 children trying pet work - ecant suceeed no more,
S0 will try to take chance on No, Never played before -
Yours Truly -

144 South 23rd St.
8. S, Pittsburgh Pa,

East Liberty Pa,
¥r, "hitney
Dear Sir
You are Just thee man that could help to restore
prosperity.
You can place daily in the hands of the masses between
3 and 5 hundred thousand dollare, And #4,40 out of every
$4.,50 they win dail{ will be spend buying necessities, They
play thee digist all over the country and use this system.
I am enclosing 1llustration and the big raccateers pay off
on the figures you give the Assocliated Presa,
Shares %Wednesday May 3rd
4,637,560
Illustrations of the system the playere add three two and
three ones and play these figures following day,.
4,637,560 4,637,560
22 2
597
Feaning the players would play 597 and 486 the following day.
¥r, "hitney i1f yu see the associnted press gets thls figures
for one month you would do wonderful thing to help prosperity
and will swear to keep your prosperity act a secret for l1life,

Yours to help prosperity and the massesn.

Yay 3-33



303 Grant b A By
Atlanta Ga,
April 3, 1934

Dear Sir:

I am writing you a few lines to let you know that 1
want to make a deal with you,

I want to talk to you over the phone and since I want
to have this talk, will you please write me and give me
your address and the phone number.

hen you give me this information mentioned above, I
will be able to call you any day except Saturdays and

. Bondays. FPlease tell me the date, hour and any other in-
formation that will make it necessary for me to talk to you,

Columbus Chio
Dee, 12, 1934
New York Stock Exchange
New York City
Re ¥

Dear Siri-

Thru information from Mr, Martin Egen of J. P, Morman
I wish you would send me the preparsd and Published liets
of the revised esanles of the dally sales of the Stocks and
Bonds., I would like to be able to understand how the re-
vised list is figured, Out West, here every body seems to
be gaining on the revised sales of the Stock and Bond
Market,

Would there be any way 1 can secure these figures on
the dally revised sales in astock and bond mart before
o'clock our time here in Columbus, Ohio,

I would be willing to pay a return on these Tinning
Numbers, ,

I am taking this method to pull myself out of debts,

Please give these computed lists of the reviged list
of salee On Stock & Bonde daily,

It 18 said that these figures are given out or made
up a head of time each week,

I will appreciate what informatlion you can glve me a
long these 1lines and maybe later on I wlll be able to buy
from the Stock Exchange some interesting investments,

I remain
Reapectfully




Sarasota, Florida
P,0,Box 1471
Janc 3' 1935
Chief Clerk
New York Bond Exchange
Dear Siri-

Do you need some money? Let me make one thousand ver,
week for you. i

If you can give me the total business receipts for one
day, now I would have to get this information (8 hours) eight
hours before you turn this report over to the news, In other
words I want thls number here by noon, If you c¢an do this,
It will help us bothy 4And you will soon have all the money
you want,

Your Mondays total was 8997 ,000 Now what I want is the
last three numbers as 997. You can eall me over Phone #24657
my private phone, or wire me,

Now I am no erock you can depend on me, I will mail
you one Thousand each week, and I know how to keep my mouth
gshut I know how to keep my business to myself,

I am not trying to set no trap I am up against it and
I know I can get out of the strain I am in in this way,

You Just try me once and your money will be sent you
on the next day,

If you have your doubte about me you can write to Mayer
E, Ay Smith €f Sarasota and ¥r, FPearson High Sheriff of
Sarasota Co.

I am a Negro I have a small grocery satore here and cant
pay my Just debts, I have always tried to live a clean
honeat 1ife I am not afrald for you to get my record,

Please let me pear from you

Yours respect,

¥onessen Pa
Feb, 14, 1933
Dear Sir:
I am writing you a letter asking you to help me out,
I am out of work and have a little money left and I play the
clearing houae, %Wigh the number come out from the New York
Stock Exchance.
And I would like for you to secretly give me a number
that yu think will be out and on what day i1t wlll come out on,
And you can send me the amt or price that yu want for
the number and T will gladly give you the price, Please

send me as soon ag you ¢an
Yours truly

flouse No, 2 - 12th 8t,,
Yoneassen, Pa,




Nov, 3, 1933
New York Stock Exchange
Office Manager,
Dear Sir:

I have a money making proposition for the first man that
will read this letter, And 1t will stay a secret between
the two of us, I do not know you Sir, and you dont know me,
and I am game enough to ask you to join me with my idea to
beat the number racket. "They got my mone¥: I am just
hoping that you'll not fear from me and you'll trust me, Y
am honest and will not €adse you any trouble, All I want
from you is the N, ¥, Stoeck Exchange numbers head of time -
day before, or same day on mornings so I can place the num-
bers on the Solicitors book on time to eash in on it, The
numbers on the N, ¥, Stock Exchange cut off last two figures
and esend next three "like this 285958%" those three numbers
in that place are the daily winners, Please let me know if
you could do this? Then send me numbers twiece, or three
times weekly or as you ¢an, I will compensate with you and
I will asure you of a nice income, We can use the alphabet
for numbers aBC 8o on up to ten, send 1t in Telegram or the
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beet way you think 1t will reach me on timek later on we can
change the alphabet to the name of the etocks, I am asking
you to trust me if you could send me these numbers. I am not
a federal or secret service men or a racketeer cheat or a
double-crosser, I am honest and you do not fear I wish I
could shake your hands and be 2 close friend with you., I am
young yet 26 years old, If we cooporate in this you don't
have to0 manegion your name even when you right to me just
direct me where to send money for your work, This is the
best way I can explain myself. "I have been paying for hot
tips but I never won anything, If I wrote for anything out
of the way please correct it, I am waiting for answere "I
hope it is yes"

Yours Very truly.

38 Crehard 5,
Sharon, Fa,

Cwena, W, Va,
Feb, 25, 1935
Dear Sir :
I am writing you in care of the Wall Street Stock Farket,
7111 you please Give me a few tips on the market for the month
of ¥arch then I Will play the number and gend you half the
money I win keep this a Secret,




Jan. 11, 1934
Sharon, Pa,
Richard "hitney
Preslident of,
N. ¥, Stock Exchange

Dear Mr, "hitney;

4111 you excuse me frn*ﬂmwinﬂ my way with a Proposition
like this, But I hope, If you're in the position and possible
for you to do it that you'll trust me., I am not a racketeer,
or a sple, Thé proposition is: If you could furnish me with
sure tips, numbers off the New York Stock Exchange about twice
a week, I'll make you fifty thousand dollars or much more
between now and September, Ve will go fifty-fifty, we can
use some kind of a code for the numbers, But if you're not
interested in thies will you send me than only one or two sure
tips Just a brake,

I am 27 years o0ld and never got the brakes yet, but I
am honest and my word is good, If we'll cooporate together
I'11 take all risponsibility your name will not be mentioned,
If you could control the numbere llke this have so many marked
for to-day tip day 197389122 These three are the winning
numbers leave last two off, And than make the difference up
the next day when not playing.
I'11 be mueh obliged to hear from you soon,
Very truly Yours,

Baltimore 12 « 4 day
1932

1365 Stricker, Stock Exchange of New York,
Please sen me a number please sir and 1f I beat this number
you will be to the god if you give me the number, will hit
2 days streath 1 will go fifty fifty with you, 1 am in hard
luck and ask you to commerdate that much if you will do so
1 will serve you rite.

1365 Striocker,
Please send 1t at once yours truly., Please let me no how
mannie day to play these number before there come out, 1
will no when you will get you money
1365 Stricker 8%,



4732 Juniper st.
Pittsburgh, Penna,
Date 10/23/31
Dear Sir-

I am Iinterested in the New York Stock Market figures,
which are published in the Paper. . They are published every
evening 7.30 P. If theres & poasible chance of getting
these figures each day anytime before 1,30 P.M, there would
be a fortune walting for us, I am a married man with 2
e¢hildren and I been out of work fore 2 years,

If you will kindly help me out with this, T will give
you 65 percent and I 35 percent, that would put me on my
way to happiness., ¥We could make abut 3 or 4,000,00 dollare
a day, if interested please reply and I would eall Iin personm
to do business,

I remain yours Truly.

P.8., I am sending you a copy from fridays figures, Oct, 16th,
Sales 1421773.

Cleveland Chio

New Yore, Bon, Co, 12/11/34
to Who Read This letter, 1 Wood Like to have The Number of
The New York Bends Volume,
Send me the ¥iddle Number like this With the x under it
11,639,000 I Want the Thousand Number

x if you Send me that Number by Telgram Before
10 AM, 1 will Pay for telgrams on this End, and 7ill send
you ;50 dollare Every time you send me that NulBer e Both
¢an make money That Way You Send the NumBer and I send You
§50 dollars Every time You send it Try ¥e out onae Enny Way
and See for Your self,

To get the NumBer Right Send 1t Just like 1t Will go
in the paper the day You send it
Yours truty

2157 & 87 o%,
ﬂweet %
Sned your Name and Adress plese,

Pontiae 9, 1932
Bear sir
gay I am drop few line to ask yaur about N, Y, stock
sales, Could you give Me the total sales the day befor 1if
you can I ean Make good Profit drop Me few line ,
P.8, Juet between Me and your
Yoursa truly

76% Eaison
Pontlac, Michigan




2507 Salem St.
Balto, M.D, .
Jan., 1. 1933

Dear 8Sir,

I am Writeing to you to fine out How Much does your
Schedule P cost for this years cope (?) the New York Stoeck
exchange I would like for you to Send me one of those Books
if you will, the Number Part of the book for 19335. If you
ean Please Write and tell me the Price By Friday or Saturday
morning I Will Send you the money for it. I would like to
have one in the House for My own Self so I Will look to here
from you as Soon you can S0 I will elose now, from

2507 Salem St.,

(A reply from the exchange asking what book she meant brousght
the following letter):

2507 Salem 8t,
Baltimore, M.D.
Dear Sir:

I Just Recleved your letter Saliding you dont underStand
what I mean about the book I Vean the Book that you hits Num-
ber By So you Send ¥e a Nice Book and 1f T hit T will give
you a nice tip of it let me know How Much does it cost for
one 90 I know What to do a bout it, I hope you Will under
Stand it now So I Will Close Now, From

2507 dalem 8t
Balto, ¥,D,

Atlanta; Oa,
Hov., 13-34
N. ¥, Stoek and Bond Market,
To whom may be interested;
if you can give me total bond sales before 1 P,M, your
time or 2 P,¥, our time daily, we can make some easlly money.
The only numbers I am interested in 1s the three middle numbers,
Please communicate with me at the following addresge-

30 ¥erietta 5t,
: Atlanta, Ga, -
P.,2, Please 4o not pass this by --



Mr., F., F. Boyd
Deayr OSlr:
I received your letter That was %rote on the 20 of Nov,
I wonder 1f you could give me the number for 2 times
give me 634 for Dec, 12: 1934 and 742 for Dec, 19:1934, 1If
you would I could make you #50,000 and myself 450,000 1f you

will do that write and let nme know by the 8 of “ecﬂwhnr 10934
T will send you your money on the 14 and 21 of December 1934’

if you can do this at all, wire and give me these 2 numbers
and I will sent you yours money,
Hoping to hear from you soon.
P.8, If you do this I will not tell anyone, I Just keep it
to myself for example I will show you what number 1 need
those three that I have mark,
863410 total sales stock

Oouncil BEluffs lowa
10-19-32
Dear Sirt
Would you please tell me the name and address of the
party who totals the sales for each day of the stocks sold
on the exchange., Thanking you T am,
Yours truly

e/o Chieapo and Yorth-
wentern Ry,

Council Bluffs, Ia,
10-27-32

¥r. A, Green

New York City

Dear Sir -

Por the next six months a party at Cmaha Nebraska is
glving valuable prizes for the ones holding the most numbers
in his etook market "eontest" each number containa four
figures, And they use the gecond, third, fourth, and fifth
numbers of total sales of New Xcrk Ztock Market as publiskred
in morning newspapers, 9See slipping attached - winning num-
ber for Oet, 25th would be 1486,

If the total as pubiished is correct I would not be
interested in knowing who compiles same but if 1t is esti-
mated or approximated would like to get in touch with the
person who furnishea the total,

Yours truly

1, This letter and the one following were written hy ths same
individual,



Garrison West Virginia
Sept 25, 1934
Dear Freind: ’
I asking you to give me a llttle help that will help
me and to you if you will do as I am asking you.
Can you or will you give me the Total Sales of The atock
Average at any day you desire or give me a number to play
and I will Guaranteed you at least Two Hundred Dollars or more.
Flease answer and let me know by return mail,
But if you can give 1t to me on the same day you desire
after answering my letter, Send a Telegraph te Charleston
W.Va, 10130 o'clock if so, Please let me know what day you
can 4o this and I shall wire you the qmount you dealre 1ifm
offer is not accepted, In lest time than 2 hours after 5:3
or before,
Oblidge

P,8, I am inclosing a stamp for a angwer,

Columbus, Ohio
¥onday 21, 1933
Dear Ones, :
Tould you Kindl§ get me the Stock prices a little earlier?
Your money is still good and 4f you send it in time I
ghall send you more than $20,00
Yours truly,
Puolly 73 only prlay once a wesk Tor fenr some one gets wise,
I ghall look for the no, of price before or at week end
Yours truly

460 Edward gt‘: :
Columbus, Ohioe

1422 ¥adison ave,
Balto, X4
Dear Sir
Inclose you will find a slip of total sales if it is
pogsible would you be kind enought to send me any day between
this and 8Sat. ¥orn be fore one ooclock the total sale by fore
one oclock the total sale by telegram and I will pay the
cost on this end and send me your name and I willl share what
ever T make out of it with you I must have it by one oclock,
I hope that you will send at once thanks in advance,

1422 ¥Wadison uvu:
Baltimore k4.

this 18 what I mean



Pitteburg, Pa,

Jan 22 ’3
Dear 3ir:

I am an official of a Life Tnsurance Co. here and this
is my reason for not glving my name in connection with com-
munication, I made a special trip to N, ¥, in ordsr to get
your address because I will take no one in my confidence in
thies matter, and that is also the reason I 4id not give this
letter to my stenographers.

In an article in the Pitteburgh Sun Telegram on Jan 2nd
you were reported to have sald in connection with the pub-
lication of Btock Sales dally totale that only the ¥illion
and Hundred thousand figures of the total shares reported
8old for the day, were of any importance to brokers, and
that ciphers could be used for the balance of the figures,
and since there has been no change in the figures being
publighed I am going to play 648 on Jan 268-30 for & puffi-
clent amount so I ecan send you £$1000,00 whieh will represent
approximately half of the winnings, The other half 1 will
uge to relleve some of the hardships due to the depreasion
here, and you may wish to do the same in N, X,

The amount to be played ia limited in order to not be
noticed by the "number bankers" who handle about “50 000 in
bets here each day, £Zach of us could contribute 1000,00
each week to the needy without hardsghip even to the number
bankers,

648 has not appeared in 5 years, and should it come up
before Jan 20 I will play 661 the three days mentioned whieh
has also not come up for five years.

To avold taking anyone into oonfidenca I will remitt
by sending 20 letters each containing $50,00 currency by
regular mail without return address, exactly as this i1s sent,
except will send 5 different envelopes four times at in-
tervals of slx hours,

648 will have to appear as Tollows: 64 the last two
figures in the thousands and 8 the first in the hundreds,
example xx548xx 1f 648 or 661 1s in number Jan 29n3ﬂ or 31,
Otherwise will assume you will not cooperate,

Respestfully and ﬁinaaraly
submitted,



From
907 Vine C‘tn
East Liverpool Chilo

June 12
Dear ¥r, Whitney:

Please read the contents of this letter and think it
over before you pass 1t up., I got your name from The Pitte-
burgh Post Gazette of thls date., I saw a picture of a group
of Men from Varlous exchanges,

Now here is my motive for writing you thie letter., Wo
one know I Write you this letter and no will ever know,
S8ince you are President of the Stock exchange I think you
can give me the information I would 1ike to obtain and 1if
you will 1t will mean $450,00 to you each time you pass the
word to me, And the information will be held with the
gtricteat confidence and secrecy as I would not Violate a
Confidence No, never,

There are a number of Greeks in this town twenty in all
to be exact that run a2 number racket and it is based on the
numrbers taken from the N, Y, Stoeck exchange. They pay 4,50
for each penny played provided you hit the lucky number,
$1.00 invested pays $450,00 of course. They have a guarter
million dollars capital and they always pay their hits four
hours after the number comes out over the ticker, I under-
stand the stock exchange closes at 12 noon Daylight saving
time, WNumbers ¢an be played here until 12:45 Tastern Stan-
dard time that is 1:45 your time, I would play £2.00 on 1t
and send you # or (450,00 by %, U, Telegraph and if you
would send me 2 number once a month you would receive 45,00
for your share., I would not tell anyone else the number,
Now if they couldn't have the shares counted by the time I
would have to have the number if you could send me a number
and have the three numbers I need to come out the three you
gent would be (0,¥, The number of shares sold June 11th
(Monday) were 752,080 shares, The number that hit was 590,
You count five numbers over from the right to left and then
3 back and thats the number they figure for the number racket.
If the sghares are 1,650,485 the number would be 504 I suppoee
you understand how it is figured, T forgot to tell you on
Saturday 2ll numbers have to be in at 11 o'clock Taestern
Standard time. If you will do thie for me you will get your
share promptly and never would 1 tell my own husband that I
got the number other then Just a lueky hit., My husband can
only make £34,.80 n week at 6 days but at present he 1s only
working % time, We have four girls 17-15-13-11 yrs, all go
to school we have to pay #25 ver mo., rent and at present
owe $260,00 rent if you would send me that number jJjust once
I would pay up my rent and be oh so happy. VNaybe you have
plenty of money and don't need it but you could 7o this once



for me %@ play %%, Couldn't you? 1 have two girls talented
in musiec we have a piano and I could Give them a start., If
you will do this use the code I am sending so the ¥estern
Union wouldn't get wise and be sure and send it as early as
poasible so if they are 15 min. or % hr, late getting the
telegram to me it wont be too late for me to play it, I

will be the happiest woman in the in the world and I will
think of you as my savior and friend and remember you the
rest of my life, I am 38 years o0ld Born in Beliforte France,
¥ar, 19, 1896,

In the telegram you could say. Will be at your home
Yednepday and use the code letters of the number as initlals
at the bottom of the telprraw, Fope T met a telegram reanl
soon and you will get your $450.00 the next day and each
time you seni the number you will receive (450,00 as your
share, /And I will be so very very happy and I can life a
load of worry from my mind with Just a little effort from
you, Please let me hear from you and try to arrange to send
me the number real soon, You have nothing teo lose and I have
everything to gain, and I swear to god I will never tell
any one else the no, or where I get 1t. Trust me at once
and you will find I am honest, Here's hoping I hear from you,
Please don't make this letter publie destroy it but keep
the ¢code I am sending you and may God bless you and I wish
you every happiness and the best of luck.

Prom a younz Nother The Depression has hurt so badly.

Drop mwe a line and I will get it personally for I will
watech for it every day.

w P

-

e o

OO O~ 5
I
Egmaon

-

6 IRV

The code is part of my name if the number ie 480 sign the
initials to the telegram as R,H,¥. and the number has to be
read 5 numbers from the right to left and 3 baeck to right,
Thus 6,840,560 shares it would be 405,
. feek iays number can be played here t1ll 12: 45 East.
Standard time on S&turdays till 11 o'elock £.8,7.

And Many Many Many Thanks in Advance

and the best of Luck




Dear Sir
Please make these two numbers come out on the N, ¥,
atock in Pittsburgh for FPri, and Sat. If thies comes out I
will ‘'send you half of what I get, And will send 11t tec the
same address,
Friday Saturday

0,024,400 0,056,500

P,5. If this number comes out be sure and watch for a let-

-

ter next wek, I want to have some money for Xmae,

Monroe, Mieh,
OCet. 23, 1934,
New York Stock Exchange
Dear 5ir
I wonder 1f you could give me the total Stoack Sales.
Before 10:00 A,li, in the same day %Witeh they are put
in the paper., Take the total sales for Oct, 22, 1934 total
gales was 574,080 those three that I have mark is the only
one that I want to Know,
if you can give me those three numbers in the Stock
Sales, in day Wit¢éh they come out in, 1f you can write and
let me know and I will meke you and I some money
Hopeing to hear from you real soon

To "hom 1t may concern -
If you ean in any way communicat the ¥, ¥, 9toeck Sales re-
port to me in advance of publication - It will be your
"fifty" in a betting provosition - which ie paying 6 for 1.
If you will favor me with your cooperation in thie effort -
I erhall very deeply apprecismte the same., And aasure all
will be strickly confidential,

for instance, I should receive "ensday'e resport on
on Tuesday Night or early Wensday A,¥V, In order to have
our bet placed, before publication,

After your favorable reply to this note - I ghall
further explain, Wk

Trusting you for a Confidential reply,

I am very truly yours,

2429 7, Oxford St, Phila, Pa.



A

May 9 - 35
New York Stoeck Exchange dear sir Just a line to ask you
how much would Cd service Be for the total sales shares
Every day Just as soon as 1t out in new York we willl Pay
for it and we want 1t, By €4 an will let you let me na how
much it will Be I will Pay you 30 days at the time for the
nurBer and would love to Heere from you at once I will pay
you for the service and Flease let me Here from you at once,
Pror
1401 Jeffeean at
Baltimore md

Youngatown Chio
June 3, 1935
President N, Y, Stock Exchange!

Dear Sir:

Can the N Y Stock reports be fixed, If so Please give
me the last two figures in thousands and first figure in
hundreds for Saturday June 8, 1035,

I will keep this a Seoret and split what ever|way you
want, Pays 500 to 1 on all numbers except 000, 100, 101,
125, 313, and 725 they Pay 300 to 1, 7T need 1,500 to Pay a
mortgage off, Yours, 500 Vahoning
ave, Youngstown Chio, If interested wire me the number,

Al B2 €3 D4 and so on., Will Play &6 dollare on number, I
am Just a young lMVaired man,

1021 Y, Horah St.
3aliabury N,S,
Qetober 8 - 35

New York Stoek Exchange
General Offilce
New York City

Dear Sir:=-

I am sending thie letter trying to get some information
conceraning Butter and Tgms., T ar in a emall racket here, "-
and the only chance I have to get the best of this racket -
I must know {a day before) the final average on the total of
butter and the same with Eggze, T will send you #1.00 per
day without fail - Af you try and send we these reports,

By your close checking you may be able to send me (the about
report) of the next day.
Yours Very Truly

1021 7. Honah 8%,
Salisbury N.S,



Dear President:-

I hear much talking about Bond and Stock sale, And
also there I know that People get nummers from Detroit to
play. They have to pay #5.00 for a nummer that comes out in
3 daya. Fe 1s really zood in giving numbers out, T ask
hie name but they keep it secret,

I Just thinking over that and I wonder if there would
be one pend me twice or once & waek a stright stock nummer
by giving the numrer in Alphabet D,G.H, 478 or it was 487
D.H.?, by Telegram, If I get the Telegram by 12% o'eloeck
noon T can met it in my 1 o'eleeck, T never would play more
as a Dollar or §1.50 but would pay the one that give me the
Nummber #250,00 for each nummer, Indeed T keep recret too,

I could only play a dollar as they not allow more too,
I Just thought 1t would be a good idea too,

Columbus, Chio,

¥aple Grove 9t.
Fubbard Ohis
June 16833 ¥

New York Stock Market
New York

Dear Sirs;

I heard from different people that they have a hot tip
from New York, Fot numbers, How much is 2 hot number? T
would like to have one just to get a little money and elimb
out of a hole (pay debts). "hen you give numbers "if you
give any" do they alwaye come out as you send them (straight
or Box) "Tas 223% a tip from New York?" It came out 232,
1'11 do my best to make it right with you,

Kindly anewer this letter ae 1t means a lot to me,

"Thank you,"
Yours truly

Vaple Grove St .

Fubbard Ohio,
Answer tell me kow much a number cost, One that will come
out soon, TFlease, )



Beauty shope,
1436 orlean st.
Balto M.4.
Dear B8ir:
Just a few lines to ask you about your stock sales to
ask you that each day when you cloese out you total would
it be possible that you could call in to me by phone no.
Wafe (?) 2368. ask to spesk to 1434 orlesn st,
see it 1s 2 number Racket here, and only way you can win
is to get a t¢n now if you would call the total in for that
day before 12 o'clock T be sure of winning and will grantee
you one hundred to 3 hundred dollas = day but twice 2 week
or 3 times a week because vou have a day chanee to receled
your, I been the New York %tock No for 2 year haven hit
yet. and would aplit with you twice a week now to date 1a
the 10, and your total in the Balto paper is 990,000 shares -
that made the stock number today 900,
Plezse write me and let me no, and 1f we can we take
it slow and for a long time 3 hundred dollars a week, 1
grantee you all they have thls number racket here and the
Bknkor have mad Blllions of Adollar they ¢an atand %0 looee
a little now, see I have to get 1t befﬂre 12 o'elock in
the day. this paber 1s out about 2 o'clock I think *hﬂt is
or 4 o'elock and may we play our last no, ticket at 2 o'elock
end I have to no the total that will be publie in the
Evening News, :
Yours truly s, 1436 orlean st, Bato. ¥4,

(After a reply from the Stock Exchange stating that 1t was
imposaible for anyone to know the number before the trading
elosed in the afternoon the following letter was received
from the same pereon that sent the letter ahove,)

Beauty shoppcl
1435 Orlean at,
Balto MA,

4/13/38
Dear Secretey-

You letter recieved. Very sorry it seems as if T am
dreaming I am in such hard Buelnesa, now I made arrgemet
that at 2-15 the article can be Place, and I am willing to
split fifty-fifty. 7ith each day I have it. Using a code
send me a copy of code bean use, I am only 2 player have
logt all never had a bresk, this is a copy of lost to day -
eant cash a bet, and the stock today - 018, Race « 9R4, I
get clost but cant hit plense send we in thils Envelope and
artiole, I read my own mall no one will no., please s-nd me



a copy of 1 234 56 that how it is readin parts, ¥Write and
tell me how old is the New York Herald, I herdd 1t was there
hundred-and fifty of age code, VWhen do the New York saving
time bengln see here 1s no saving time you closed early and
are gtlll on the same time write me at once. T could not
find answer to question I had in mind, Please make me
understand by writing or e¢alling,

Yours Reg -

S8.p. Write and tell me when the daylight saving time baegan,
that make you cloge early and T guess by that time you bets
will be Flace at 1(o'elock on Saturday stock bets goss in
10 A,m, = if you will ¢all me over tel-phone at 2 o'cloek I
ean place my bets at 2,15, then with your home address you
can recive a tel-Cam containing 4 hundred and fifty split.
Write me and let mwe no by rtrn mail, I will be at the tel-
phone on the date walting you let me no in this lettr.

1200 ¥Vt, Vernon Ave.
Columbue, Chio,
Sept, 17, 1932
¥r. Richard "hitney-
Dear Sir
I am a young man, and want to enter college this fall,
But my finance will not permit me to do so, And my reason
for writing you I wonder 1f you would help me., Not by miving
Cash, but if you could send me the Blg board beond sale or Re-
vised Bond sale flgures once or twice a week, %o I might
rake enought money to pay my-tultionse, If I could get it
once a week, I could make ny self twenty or twenty five
dollars and T could play it for you also, To pay for your
kindness, The figuree in hoth are played from the Thousand
figures or the three middle numbers, There 18 no work and
I want to enter college ever =o bad, You can wire me or eall"
me long distance, If you eall, call Palrfax 0193, and ask
for HE, Smith or wire to the a bove address,
I will certainly appreciate you gending we the number,
As you know If you can gend 1t 20 I might get it by twelve
thirty hough the week or by Ten Thirty on Saturday. TIf
you will be kind enought to- favor a poor boy in that way I
will assure you no one will ever know anything about it, I
will send yours by telegraph Jjust as scon as I get paid, —
Pleags write and let me know whether you can do it or not,
Thanking you in advance, , -
Sincerely yours,

After receiving a letter asking about the number racket which
Stock Exchange officials sent to the writer of the above
letter he replied as follows: :

-



1290 Mt, Vernon Ave,
Columbus,; Ohio,
Sept, 25, 1932
Er. Greent
Dear Sir: :

I rec'd your reply to my recent letter and I am very
gorry to know that you cannot help me, There ls a couple of
clearing houses in Columbug and they are backing the Revised
bond pales numbers, And I thought if you ecould or would be
kind enought to wire it to me once or twice., The number
tickete must be in about Twelve Thirty A.Y, oclock on the
weekdays and 2t Ten-Thirty A,¥, on Saturdaye and then they
pay off around Pour thirty in the afternoon., The number
whieh I wish you could send is the thousend fipures as these
numbhers read, TIf the total revised bond sales reach
£10 (789)300, The number encircled are the numbere which
they read and pay on every day. That there ig buseiness on
the Stock Varket, If couple of times I could make enought
to pay my expenses in school and I could aleo send you as
much as a2 Hundred Dollars each time you send it, I could
play thirty cente and get "180 one Fundred and eighty dollars,
that would be %ap ninety Dollars eesch, Twice a2 week would
make ue both come money, If you will please gend it, No
one will ever know anything about it. That 1g the resson I
am writing you because I know your're the one that can give
me the total revised Bond Sale figuree early enough to get
our play in, 1 suppose the market closes huginess about
twelve o'clock each day, If you could possibly wire me that
nurber any day before 12:30 o'elock, You kno't know what a
burden you would be takling off of me, and & big relp toward
ry schooling, I know you could send it and no one would
know anything about 1t,. lease write me 2nd let me know
what day you can or will send 1t, Ae I might have a new
address ahd I ecan, If you ean send it I think my new ad-
dress will be 580 E, Capltal %t, and T repay you esch time
you send 1it, As you know there is no work and I am to honest
I don't or would not steal a penny and thles way of securing
money is honest and aes long as no one knows where the right
nurbers comes fromw, They wlll pay off as you might not know
they pay 6.00 for 1 cent, on guessing the right number, for
each and every day, as yesterday the number they pald off om
was T89. You know what position that number was in, Please
think this over and try and help & poor boy out, as this does
not coet you any thing and T will pay the wire on it, and pay
you #0C,00 dollars every time you send it, Hoping that I
will hear from you any day this week with the number, Address
it to 689 E, Caplital St, ire me just put the desired number
in the telegram and I will khow what it 1s or you can write
the whole Revised Bond sale figures and I know which one to

play from. Hoping to hear from you real soon,
‘ Pery truly yours




Pittsburgh, Pa,
January 3, 1931
FPersgonal
To the Manager
Of the New York
Stock Exchange.

Dear Sir:

After reading in the paper that you were going to with
hold the daily figures in the exchange to discourage "Num-
bers" gambling, the thought came to me that 1f you would
compare the stock gambling with the other you would find that
considering it from every angle you would be better off not
to make a statement of that kind.

My savinge of a2 1ife time of hard work are all tied up
in the stock market at an appalling lose, aes you could easily
check on the bocks of my Broker Post and Tlagg., yet I am
not a hard loser, but have resorted to the "Number” game to
try and retrieve at least a part of my losses, the only un-
fair part of the latter game 1s that of changing the figures
to suit the "Racketeer" that is where I call the game crooked
and that would be up to your own people,

If you still continue to publish the figures help it to
be strietly on the square,

Very truly

728 Iitchfield ot,
Pitteburgh, Pa,

1/13/31
Desar 8ir,

In regards to numbers I fell some of them have been
tampered with as looking over my cardes I have found they do
not correspond and I think that the bankers are looking after
themselves as they have = man to switeh number sgo the poorer
people cant hit any number - as I know this to be a fact as
we have proof on tip cards.

On Jan 2nd 739-277 neither being right - would like to
know if you ecall this fair play, as a lot of poor people are
playing and want honest deallings - Would like to hear from
you 80 please take notice und attend to this,

Sincerely

¢/o Gen, Delivery
Buffalo, N, X,
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I Congregational Singing -
"Let Jesus lead you; let Jesus lead youj
Let Jesus lead you; let Jesus lead ron:
All the way from earth to Heaven,
Let Jesus lead yau all the way,"
Choir - "I will follow whara he leads.
ﬂ Repetition of Lord's Praytr, ending, "Gﬂd s infinite lava,
all in all, be it so, Amen,"
Cholr =
¥adam Willlams:
ln are 1ndo¢d glaﬁ to be uut h&ra tasathara &nﬁun& glad
to noa 50 many puoplo‘s faces ana ask nndzviaaa'ﬁt%sntian* Ve

bring Dr, Palmer to you and he will speak to you out &t:hﬁt

BOATh I0f WeaRbm,wy nunject from the tventy-sishel Nebes = @ U

i W’ S50 2 ‘ 55 P *5 o "‘-‘__, ) ‘—7_._ % o 'f-_-'fﬁ;-i' —,E‘.‘:": . ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ!‘ . -w
_ ~ Dr, Johnson, assoclated members and friends, peaec hids




But I say unte you, that whosoever looketh
on a woeman to lust after her hath committed
adultery with her already in his heart, and if thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it
from thee; Tor it 1s profitable for thee that one
of thy memberes should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell, ind if thy
right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it
from thee, for it 1s profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be east into hell, It hath
been sald, whosoever shall put away his wife, let
him give her a writing of divorcement, But I
say unto you, that whosoever shall put away his
wife, saving for the cause of fornication,
eauseth her to commit adultery and whosoever
shall marry her that is dlvorced, committeth
adultery, Again ye have heard that it hath been
said by them of o0ld time, thou shalt not forswear
thyself, but shalt perform unto the lLord thine
oathsa,

I'm taking my subjeet from the twenty-eighth verse -
about this woman, After I go into this, I want you to send
me the best you have pmot that you may be able to see who this
woman 1a, We understand we have been looking at this piloture
of woman a8 2 beautiful thing, as representing the luxuries
of life; picturing thie woman as on the carnal side of life,
but not the way she has been preached to us from time tu
time, but in the light of things that the carnal mind doalra.
: When you look at thie woman, we don't want you to take a
pleture of this woman aitting,knrc, hbut as the thiﬂga you
cannot give up life; things that the heart crave fﬁr - aﬁto~
mﬁblloa, ulothos, 1uxur1cs; some or the earnal aido af 1&!%;
that uhat we lust after, what we rind aarnulvts are 1n thn

1eﬁur peat of our consciousness when we hae&nt-grn!ﬁ&ns xﬁd_=




lusting; and pulling after that woman < money, good clothes,
everything pertaining to the lustinesgs of this life, But

we find that God is unfolding Hls word ghat men and women may
see and understand themselves, that they can meditate on the
divine power to unfold that knowledsme that le has gilven,
There are two sides to this subject « the carnal slde and

the spiritual side, God help me thisz night, I want you to
know what 1t meane by putting this woman and how you should
put her away, %"hen we bacome so ignorant to the faet that

we doean't understand ourselves, then we don't know how to
put that woman away, but we can get this pleture that this
woman represents, the weakness of the masculine part which

is man, to lust after the feminine which 1s woman, Not only
the fekinine, but what we want to say 1a, that we lust after
ien't only the feminine part, but after the luxuries of this
world that will cause us to 8in and go in darkness after the
evil things of this world, Ood has laild a plan for us to go
by - a2 plan of coming in touch with that divine power, Ra*I
showed us when Fe went up on Mi{, Olive in the high state of
mind, where we can live above the carnal thinge of 1ife, e
want to show you how to cut off your understanding from these
things, If they offend you, 1t doesn't mean to outt off your
materiel hand, but that you should cut off the things that is
eausing your mind to go into that state and lay tha-nub&&niﬁ :

aside,




That woman le the task of this world, but the things that '
we love in life, When we lay Him aside, we are divoreing that
woman, If your eye offend you, pluck it out and let's become
single, ‘When our right hand offend, let's cut it off. That
gplritual high within can fit right on your ﬁnﬂo?ﬁ&#ﬂdi&g of
the spiritual side of 1ife and keep you marching up this
changed highway and diemiss the evil things of thie life and
live puﬂ, holy and sanctifled 111 life.

God holp me ﬁn apaak the truth, It is ge&d. Hﬁ have
been blindfolded go long and the teachers who hav# ﬂnan

t.aahtns us have ne% been telling us the traihw i‘,;#?'~

1 hww e ungnyod thata Iuwn @migm bogmﬂ; !‘M" ue
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thoughts while we try to give you a word of the Lord, What-
ever the spirits permit ue to say we willl say in the name of
the Lord and we ask you to pray for us to deliver to you what
the Lord permite for through the spirit all things are well,
We want to again study in the same chapter just read, but we
will begin at the forty<third verse -

Ye have heard that it hath been said,

thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine

enemy, But I say unto you, love thine enemies,

bless them that curse you, do good to them that

hate you and pray for them which displitefully

use you and persecute you, That you may be the

children of your Father whieh 1s in heaven, for

He maketh Hie sun to rise on the evil and on the

good and sendeth rain on the just and unjust, For

if ye love them which love you, what reward have

ye? Do not even publicans the same? And if ye

palute your brethren only,what do ye even the

publicans s0o? Be ye therefore perfect as your

Father which is in heaven 1s perfect.

Firgt, we want to say that we enjoyed the wonderful mee-
sage coming from brother Palmer, Rev. Palmer astated to us
about love, e see these two characters that were mentioned
in these two lessons - the woman and divorcement. Ye would
gsee this woman as Jesus was demonstrating to‘ua, ae'lava, |
showing us how to love one another, doing unto others as we
would have them do unto us, Thie leeson -~ looking on the
carnal side of life, showing divoreement in a spiritual way,
as turning aside from that which 1s Wrong, taking hoid er

what is beforo us, turning away fruu an evil mind. thn ig

s&t tired of a thing, we are ready to let 1t 0. we anu Ehin- :

T S

woman ag a heautiful oharaetor, one that knows what 1t means




to strive after a thing and seek after God in spirit and
truth, If we want to get in touch with the Pather, we want
to see her in this lesson as love, and Christ shows us how
beautiful it 1s for us to also love our enemies, Ye cannot
do 1t of ourselves, but in the gpirit, Jesus shows ua‘how in
the teaching of dieciples on the mountain, He was sgshowing
us that we muet love our enemies, do good to them that per-
secute us, even love those who hate us, "Ye cannot do 1t of
ourselves, but Jesus 18 showing us in this beautiful lesson
that love takes the place of hate - doing mood to them, Ye
gee in this beautiful lesson how He tells us to love as little
c¢hildren, lay aside the things that so easlly beset us which
is ourselves, So long as we are wrapped up in self, we look
at our brother and we hate because we 4o not look as Jesus
has taught us, %e know that God loves us because we are all
childreﬁ of God, How neceagary it 1g for us to love one
another, Tor if we love them, those which only love us,
what reward have we? The sinner has great respect for them
he knows love him, But FHe 1s showing us how beautiful it 13.
to love everyone, Every man and woman is a manifestation of
3od and he 1g showinz us that we must be perfect even as Fe
wap ag Hig Father, and He was showing us a lesson through
the Father and 1t 1s through Him that we get to the Father;
and sho#ing us that the sun rises on the evil as well as the

good, Ve must follow after Christ in spirit and in truth



and life aurselvés up above this life and let our light

shine throush out soulas, We are striving every day of our
life to be as God has taught His disciples, Ve are striving
if we can't do anything but say 'praise be to God' to thoee
who are good to us, or even to hand a glase of water to the
thirsty, but do it with all of our heart, not with an out-
ward show to the world, and holding within our mind continual-
ly the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Let us love one ancther
even those that hate us dispitefully, use us selfishly. The
greatest persecution that a man has 1e& in his own mind, You
know if we cbuld get up our mind above adversity - but 1t 1s
hard to see the truth while we are overcome by the evil, If
we 1ift up our mind, there is nothing that would hindqr us,
We thank you for these remarks,

Congregational Singing - "Stand By Me,"

¥adam Willlama:

You know, I could just sit and listen because my soul
ie Just filled, You know, just so many wonderful thoughts
and beautiful things have been sald, You know, we all know
that woman was made for a man, so was the luxuries of life,
but we let that lust cut us off from serving God, 0God in-
tended that we should have automobiles, good eclothes, and
luxuries, but we must first look upon them as the blessings
of God, You know, everybody wants to live good; everybody

wants luxuries, You can have an evil mind and you have got



what you want, We have a Dblessing of God in the greatness
that we have achleved. That is what those thinge are for,
what you have accomplished, but you know we forget., Te for-
get to do our duty, forget the church; we commit adultery on

God., Brother Parker brought it home to me tonieght., Vou

know, we pin so much on a person, DBegause I don't run
around, that doesn't mean that I don't commit adultery, You
are committing adultery every day of your l1life, Let your
right eye offend you, pluck it, It don't mean reach up and
pull it out, but whatever you are doing that disturbs God,
eut it out, You know, Just eelf, eelf, desire, Gut it out
and live in the spirit, You know, once you have been woke
up, your mind is awake., You are getting something inward.
Your whole body is trying to heal one little evil dolhg that
you have done that has cut you off from God, You know, if
you have just one thing that offends, all our members must
be subject to the Will of God, I could just talk on and on
forever, but I must cut off. I want to leave this with you,
Don't you see how wonderful it is to have a teacher to come |
to you and unfold the spirit., WYe all looked at it Just one
way and the entire town was committing adultery and doing
everything wrong, and thought we were doing right - just
like the foollish virgin, If I obeys the will of Ged, he
will give me everything I want, Don't be 1ifted up in self,
You know, having this wonderful teacher here tonight, it ie




& blessing of God,
Congregational Singing - "I'm A-Gonna Give All I Can For Wy
Lord,"

¥adam Johngon:

These three sermons tonight - my little daughter, Mrs,
Holmes and Dr, Palmer - 1t made it so plain to us, T wouldn't
say 1t at all, but I bear witneas to the truth, Tt made my
soul feel good, 1 feel happy all over, The word of God 1s
truth, Brother Palmer backed up the teachings of Christ,
When lust is 8in and you have the spirit of God ringing in
your heart, then we won't have no desire to lust, Ve want
to get the power of the Holy Choat within, Iust 1s a sin to
God, an enemy to 3od. S0 we should keep our minds and bodies
free from lust, We can lust in the mind, and when we éc,
we are sinning., ILet us be perfect, even as the Pather is
perfect, Jesus sald there 1s none but the Father, but 1if we
have the Father within us, then we can live up to the stan-
dard, because we wasa made a holy people, so let us stand in
that order of God, But we fell from man, so let us rise and
shine and wake up our body and not let sin lust in our body,
God wants us to search after righteousness, I thank God for
the word of God beecause every word is true, If anyone wants
to live in Christ and don't want to let sin lust in their
mortal bodies; T want to see 1f there is onej T want vou o
come, Just strive for righteousness and truth, Tt is



beautiful to live this way. He will give us everything we
want, everything we need, Cometimes we want too much, but
He glives us our needs, He knows what every man needs, If
anyone wants to come, come while the cholr is giving its
selection.

Vadam Williamg:

We have done as the Lord commands and yet there is room.
Pray that we may teach the word of the truth, The officers
will come before you,
¥r, Williama:

I think we had a wonderful sermon tonight; three of
them - your eye, pluck 1t out, The greatest of thoese com-
mandments is character, you know, so I want to ask you for
some money. ‘
Collection,

Officer, lady:

Ny good friends, I am going to ask you for #1.,47.
Friends, we have got only about a dollar, It's a little
chilly out, but let's stretch out our fingers and get busy
and give some money., Noney is the frult of all evile, but
1t has its own purposes, I mean everybody, eo let's pet down
in our pockets, now give me some money,

Kadam Johnson:

Those of you who want a test message, those of you who

have the 1ittle card, my pupils will speak to you, I think




they are wonderful, don't you? You know how when you are so
hungry and just a bite of bread gets down in you, don't it
feel good? Just life they preach, they can reap, so every-
body buy a ticket tonight. (At this time a penny-collection
was taken, later, a ellver offering was given, evervone
contributing received a bottle of holy ointment,)

Bong by Choir,

Rev, Johnson (while collection 1a being taken)

Holy ointment will not 40 vou any mood 4¥ voaur theushts

are not right, You have got to have the right minds to get
anything good, You are getting fifty cents worth of oll

for a dime tonight, You can count it as a blessing. If you
stand in need of 1t and 1t 18 right, He will give 1t to us.
If our thoughts are not right, you will know it right quick.
Let ue 1ift our minds tonight.

Prayer by Rev, Johnson -

¥adam Johnson:

I know our hearts are filled, The mediums will pleage
come forward, We are golng to ask Rev, Willlams and Rev,
Holmes, two of the mediums here, to give you messages, Just
first raise up your hands; they will glve them to you. (Rev,
Palmer also acted as 2 medium,)

A very bright conditlion stands around you at this time,
You are holding something in your hand, Alright? You under-



stand? Hold fast to thie as the spirit tells me you will be

guccessful, You will be sucpessful.

Hesgage 2,

The spirit tells me at this time you are not feeling so
well, You have a co0ld? 1 feel a hoarseness in my chest,

The aplrit brings a elearing-house number o you also, Come
to me after this service and T will give i1t to you, Alright?
Message 3.

Alright, honey, I want to come to you tonight, and watoch
yourself very carefully and it's alright, Wateh vourself very
oarefully. There is a green vibration around you, my friend,
and through the beautiful spirit, I see you will be very
successful in receiving your desire, A kiss will come to you
in receiving this desire, Watech yourself very caroruily.
Alright?

Mepgage 4.

I want to come in touch with a spirit - alright., Some-
thing means much to you, Have you had a vision lately? '
Wateh yourself earefully, There is a wonderful power around
you, I want to get a nervous condition from around you,

You are striving foreibly, Alright? I want to say to you,
look forward and you will be sucecessful, Alright? Wateh
this vigion, Urge hard, You will have much power coming
over you and you will be very successful, dear, Alright?

i &



There 1s a vision of something. Watch yourselfl care-
fully and something tells me thie condition will be success-
ful, I see you striving, dear heart. ¥Watech yourselfl very
carefully, dear heart. Alright, Alright? 1% comes 80
close to you, Wateh yourself and you will be succesaful,
said the spirit, Alright?

Kessage 6.

I want to come in to you, dear, and when I come in
touch with, alright, a beautiful cloud is over you, The
spirit brings cotton to you, Watch yourself very carefully
and you wlll succeed, said the spirit, A bridge is standing
before you and you will be successful in erossing this con-
dition, You recognize this condition? I am a travelling
gpirit, I want to say to you, alright, I want teo say ﬁa
you, the year brings a bright message here to you also,

Also, T want to say, there ie a big crossing; watch yourself,
Alright, You will be suceessful in receiving your heart's
desire. '
¥eesage 7 (to Rev, Johnson).

You are striving in the spirit for work and the spirit
tells me that you will be successful, I see you striving for
a higher position and T want to say that you are striving very
forcibly with a earnal mind, etriving so hard to overcome,
Alright, alright. I must say to you, dear heart, you are

pulling very forcibly. The lp&rit:qxaina-yqutrugamnntﬁttaliA i




this ocondition, alright, darling, when I come in touch with
you, the spirit tells me you have saw this little vision.

A very strong force fighting against me, I see bright
lights when I come in touch with this condition, Now I feel
better, Alright?

Rev, Johnson:

You know, there is more to these meetinge than giving
numbers, I mean, thls 1s a thing that has kind of blinded
the eyes of people, They only want test messages, Everybody
18 looking for a number, If left with me, I would have them
all fixed and out in my hand to give them to you, If you
don't give the readings to the people, they think you don't
want them around, I don't want to be a preacher. T want %o
be just what God wante me to be, You all want me to r@ad -
to tell you whether you are going to hit that man's poliey
houge or not, I can't blame you for that, ZLverybody wants
somethinz, It seems, though, that people who don't need gete
gomething and people who needs can't get it.

1 see something I don't 1ike, Somebody getting out a
pencil, getting ready to write, T don't llke that,
Congregational singing -

Kespage 1.

I come to you with a very disgusted condition. You work
_ with coal, dear heart? (answer: no, ma'am), Tor some reason
% the spirit brings this wanifestation, (answer: T haule coal




alright. I don't take it home, I mean ....) Alright, the
spirit tells me - I get a red wagon, truck or something, and
two horses, The epirit brings me in contact with the busi-
ness of the wagon a long, long time ago. I want to say, the
epirit is bringing to you prosperity and success, shows me
that you will be able to get what you want, It comes yellow,
Do you understand the message? (answer: what I am looking
for is dough. I mean money,)

Mesgage 2.

Son, I want to come in contaet with you., Tor some
reason I am getting a beaufiful baby. So beautiful, The
little epirit 1s there with you, You are wanting to know
when you will be able to overcome a striving condition whieh
has been with you for sometime, Some things you are &aing
are not right, but you are trying to overcome, Be careful
in this, for somebody else has got pants on too besides you,
You will come out alright, And the spirit shows me 2 white
woman in your 1life., I get an old face for some reason, You
have something like 2 responsibility within yourself. Alright?
And the spirit shows you are a good man, but you sometimes
go to the contrary, but watch and be éareful and you will
come out successful in your undertaking., %Yatch thls mespage,
lessage 3.

I hear the name of 'John' so foreibly when I come in

contact with you., John brings a 1ittles worry, Alright? I



want to say to you, bless your heart, the spirit brings me
in contact with incense, Burn some and you will get your
desire, You are trying so hard to figure this out, As
the epirit brings out so beautifully by so doing, - bringes
me in touch with you with the number 141, You understand?
Use 1t, says the spirit and you will come our aslright,
Kessage 4.

When I contact your spirit, I am contacting a personal
eondition, you understand me, bless your heart, The spirit
gays, pray and pray much and you will be able to bring your-
gself out alright. There is 2 vibration of a sister which
comers s0 beautdfully comes to you and leads you., ©Ghe 1is
walking with you and will carry you to prosperity and sue-
cesa, She can bring you out alright. You will come oﬁt
alright, Before this time tomorrow night, you will be
blessed, Watch yourself,

Message 5.

"hen I come to you I am despondent a little, They are |
putting a bouquet on you, Understand? You are kind of tired
and worried a little, and have not been feeling so well., You
are going to receive a letter, says the spirit. The spirit
is crying for you. Quit working so hard, for you are not so
gtrong, It is too much for your nize, Always take a lazy
person's portion. Don't walk so fast and go s0 many places,

Anxiety 1s overshadowing you because there 1s something you



ought to look into that means a lot to you, ¥eep away from
it because it is useless, You need some rest.
Nessage 6.

As I come to you, I get a man very prominent in churech
work, You come to me like an officer in church, You want
something to get yourself some money., I contact with a
wanting condition. You want to be successful, In three daye
the spirit 1s going to blese you with your desire, There is
something you are looking into tomorrow, like something hitched
to a block of wood, Wateh yourself very closely here, The
gapirit brings thie chureh for some reason and eo many colored
pQOple in this church, Alright? Do you understand me there?
Alright. Wateh yourself,

Message 7.

Alright. Your thoughte are so very strong and powerful
that you have made the letters around you there, Yes, T see
a matter of a financial condition, I would like to say a
pretty girl is coming to you bringing you blessings, You
are so over-anxious about this condition, striving for some
little time and it has not worked out to your satisfaction
yet.. The spirit brings me in contact with a busy epirit,
trying to bring something right away so you can be blessed,
There is a change in your mind that you are going to make.
There is 2 beautiful spirit singing and a beautiful girl
bringing this condition., The epirit shows me three large



white potatoes. I don't see your condition changing right
away or materlallzing very soon, Watch yourself along said
lines and you will be helped by the spirit. '
Yegnage 8,

I want to come to you here suffering with a cold., When
I get in touch with your beautiful forees, you ean herr bells
ringing in your ear; like 2 bell far off, You suffer with
your eyes Jumping? You are looking to be successful also
too, and as the epirit brings me this message for you you
have been dreaming of black man so very forecibly. Kind of
rough, He means you good, Alright?

Nesgage 9.

ABVI come to you, you are hard of underatanding, Not
hard of hearing,., You understand what I mean? I aae‘yau
going up a stalrway, kind of dark, Be careful of going up
this stairway in too big a hurry. You also want to be i~
nancially blessed, I am undecided about the pegsonal matter,
You have gas in your system and it works around your heart,
You are too young to suffer this. Throw that condition off.
The spirit holds up a beautiful apron, "hite, with a belt
and with red in 1t, You will be successful,

Vessage 10.

There is a shadow that passes over you and there is
also a man standing there in front of you and he holds your
hand l1ike he would be handing you something. You work with



policy? (answer: I do) As I get in touch with you agﬁiag;i

the spirit shows me you have a personal affalr thaﬁram##!fsﬁﬁ.'

a little nervous at times, Watch and pray., 1 see good
things here in the future for you. You are going to ﬁuigﬁgy
successful in the things you have been lﬂaking=ﬁﬁ #ﬁ?hﬁhﬁg~:

last two years, but watch yourself very closely. 3$fﬁ§§:.;»; 

leaves turning, kind of fast., You under;%nnﬁ? ﬁ&?@gh&g~_
There is a big, stout, brown skin maa, with his hatr s&t&x
to his head, A business type er man, Watoh thi# nmu*f=

see money aauina to yaa sean. 1& & not fiﬁsn## r!§;;;£f;nﬁtzﬁ

) £ 272 ‘-*“ ‘t;?‘{@’
but you want.

Alﬁgm.? oo . " s Sl
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10.

1.

12,

13.

14‘

15,

HIT - to win,

HOUSE - a number gambling organization,
BANK - mee house,

WHEEL - pee house,

BOCK - see house,

'RITER - a person who solicits and takes wagers for a
number gambling establlishment,

RUNNER - see writer.,

POLICY - a number game in which the winners are deter-
mined by an arbitrary drawing of numbered slips
from a container, There are seventy-eight of
these slipe numbered from one to seventv-eipght,
At each drawing 12, 24, or 36 of these numbers
are drawn depending on the type of house, In
order to win, the numbers selected by the player
must be among those drawn. ;

DRAWING - the pelection of the winning numbers in poliey.

OPERATOR - an employee of a number gambling establish-
ment whose duty le to draw the numbers in polley.
The term is frequently used also for an indi-
vidual who owns a number gambling establighment,

SINGLE HOUSE -« a polley house in which 12 numbers are
drawn at each drawing.,

DOUBLE HOUSE - a policy house in which 24 numbers are
drawn at each drawing.

TRIPLE HOUSE - a paliey house in which 36 numbers are
drawn at each drawing.

LOUTISIANA LOTTERY - a term for policy in some sections
of the country, The term was more widely used
at an earller time,

KENTUCKY LOTTERY - term for poliey in some sections of
the country. The term was more widely used at
at earllier time,



16,

1?.

19,

20.

ag.

2%

24,

25.

A, DRAVING - the morning drawing in policy., Usually
takes place at 12 o'elock noon.

P.M., DRAWING - the afternoon drawing in policy. Usually
takes place at 4 p.m,

NUKBERS - 2 number game in which the player selects for
wager some three digit number within the range
of 000 to 999, The winning number is derived
from varlous publisghed figures such as those
of stock exchanges, bond markets, clearing
houges, and race tracks, The particular digits
selected a8 the winning number vary from place
to place,

NIGGER POOL - a term used in some sections to designate
all types of number games, In some sectlonsa
it refers specifically to the "numbers” game,

RACE MUTUELS - a "numbers”game in which the winning num-
ber is based upon the racing resulte of any
well known race track, The number is obtained
by totalling the flgures in the "win", "place",
and "show" columns of certain of the races,

1, 2, 3 MUTUELS - a "numbers” mame in which the winning
number 1s obtained by totalling the win, place,
and show columns of the firat, second and third
races,

3, 5, 7 FUTUELS = a "numbers" game where the winning
nunrber is obtained from the sum of the first
three, first five, and firet seven races,

CLEARING HOUSE - a "numbers" game in which the winning
number 1s #Herived from the dally quotation of
money cleared at some local or regional clear-
ing house, The term 1s commonly used to desig-
nate all "numbers" games whose figures are
baged on the publighed guotations of financial
organizations,

POLICY SLIP - a glip of paper on which are printed the
results of the drawing in poliey,

HOT NUMBER - a number that is being heavily played by
the publioc,



27.

28,
29.
30.

31,

32,

33.

34,

35.

36.

PICK~UP MAN - a person who collectes the money taken in
by the writers and dellvers it to the head-
guarters,

RATE CARD - gards distributed by the gambling eptab-
lishment on which are printed the odds pald on
the various games and on the wvarious types of
play.

BOX - a type of play in "numbers" where an individual
wagers on every possible combination of the
three digit number which he selects,

ONE NUMBER PLAY « a type of play in "numbers" where an
individual places a wager on the first, middle
or last digit of the three digit row,

BOLEITA - & type of play in "numbers” whers an indivi-
dual places a wager on the last two digits of
the thres diglit row,

FOUR NUMBER PLAY - a variation of the three digit "box"
play in which a four digit number is used
instead of a three digit one. The wager is
upon any three digit combination that ean be
derived from the four numbers,

NIGHT NUMBER - a number game in which the range of
numbersa is from 111-599, The winning number
is determined by throwing dice, or by drawing
a number from & container, The number is not
made public before 10:30 p.m.

DAY NUMBER - a type of play in policy in which the indi-
vidual wagers on a2 esingle number to appear in
the drawing.

FLAT - a type of play in poliey in which the individual
wagers on two numbers to appear in the drawing,

2IDE - a type of play in policey in which the individual
wagers on two numbers to appear consecutively
in the drawing,

HORSE - a type of play in policy in which the individual
wagers on four numbers to appear in the dArawing,



37+ JACK -« a type of play in policy in which the individual
wagers on four numbers to appear in the drawing.

38, GIG - a type of play in poliey in which the individual
wagers on three numbers to appear in the drawing.

39. MAGIC GIG » the gilg 4~11-44,
40, VASHWOMAN'S GI0 - pee magie gig,

41, TLAT GI3 « where the individual numbers of a gig are
wagered upon to appear in specific positions
in the drawing.

42, ON TEE NOSE - playing & number without variations,
Vagering on a gig, for example, without wagering
on sldes, flats, saddles, ete.

43, TAEKE - the total amount of money collected by an estab-
¢ishment for each drawing in polliey or for each
day in "numbers,"

44, PAY-OFF - the payment of winning wagers by the number
bank .

45, GOOD LUCK QOIL - an 0il believed to bring good luck in
number gambling if applied t¢ hands, face, or
elothing,

46, INFO - information,
47, HOLY OIL « see good luck oll,

48, SUREING OFF - a method of underwiiting numbers which
are heavily played.

49, COVIR BANK « a gambling establishment which speclalizes
in underwriting the wagers agalnst other houses
(see sureing off).

50, SADDLE - a type of play in policy in which the last two
numbers of a glg are wagered upon as well as
the gig itself,

51. ‘uTOVEPIPE - & type of play in policey in which two num-
bers are chosen to represent a horizontal
column and a series of numbers (usually eight)
to represent a vertical column, To win in this
type of play the two numbers of the horizontal
column muet appear in the drawing with one of
the numbers in the vertiecal column,



52, ELBOW -~ the horizontal column of a stovepipe,
53. PIPE - the vertlical celumn of a stovepipe,

54, GIGS~HORSE - a type of play in poliey in which the
player selects four numbers and wagers on any
three of them to appear in the drawing.

55. BUG - 2 type of play in poliey in which the player
selects a series of numbers any two of which
muet appear in a specifioc combination with a
specified third number to win, A bug is
written thus!

78 5
S
45

167 6

56, TWO-WAY BUG - a bug consisting of two glgs. The example
given above (#55) 1e a two-way bug consieting
of the two gigs - T78-45-36, 15-45-5,

57. FIVE-WAY BUG «~ a bug conslsting of five gigs., The five
way bug is written thus:

36
e i
1?;}T_ﬁ5
13 \\63

The five gigs are 36-19-13, 78.15~53, 13-37-78,
36-3T7-563, and 10-37.15,

58, EIGHT-WAY BUG - a bug eonalsting of eicht gige, The
eight-way bug is written thuat

18— 2—20

l\\ Py |
4

N

The eight gige are 18-.2.20, 3-51-4, 4;m-11
18.3-6, 2.51-9, 20-4-11, 18.81.11, 20-51-4

59, SPIDER - see bug.



60,

61,

62,

65,

66.

67

69,

70.

CARRIER = term applied to the central number in & bug,
In the above examples (55, 57, 58) 45, 37,
and 51 are the carriers.

RIDERS « term applied to 23ll numbers in a bug other than
the earrier.

ITALIAN LOTTERY - a number game in which the range of
numbers is from 1 to 90 with five numbers being
dreawn, The game as played in Amerieca le based
on the drawings of the official!bﬁter¥ in Ttaly,
but is in no way connected with 1%. n Italy
geparate drawlngs are made in eight of the
prineipal eities - Naples, Bari, Florence,
¥ilan, Palerme, Rome, Turin, and Venice,

ESTRATTO SEMPLICE « a type of play in Itallan lottery
in whiech the player selects one number to ap-
pear in the five drawn at 2 asingle atation,

STATION - a term applied to any of the cities in Italy
in which drawings are made for the Italian
Lottery.,

ESTRATTO DETERMINATE « a type of play in Itallan lottery
in whieh the player selects one number to
appear in a specified position (e.z., lat, 2nd,
etc,) in the five numbers drawn at a single
station,

A¥MBO - a type of play in Italian Lottery where the player
chooses two numbers to appear in the five drawn
at a single atation,

TERNC - a type of play in Italian Lottery where the
player chooses three numbers to appear in the:
five drawn at a single staticn,

QUATERNO « a type of play in Ttallen lottery where the
rlayer chooses four numbers to appear in the
five drawn at 2 single station.

AVBO-TERNOC « 2 type of play in Itallan Lettery where the
rlayer seleots three numbers and wagers on any
two of them to appear or for all three to ap-
pear in a single station,

CINQUINA - a type of play in Italian Lottery where the
player wagers on all five numbers drawn at a
single statlon.



Tl.

T2,

73-

The

76.

T7 .

T8

79.

ANBO~-TERNO-QUATERNO - a type of play in Itslian Lottery
in which the player wagers on any two, any
three, or any four numbers to appear 1n the five
numbers drawn at a single station,

TUTTE LE RUOTE - a play in Italian Lottery in which the
player wagers on the estratto semplice, es-
tratto determlnate, ambo, terno, quaterno,
einquina, ambo-terno, or ambo-terno-quaterno
to appear in any of the eight stations.

CHECKERS - individuals employed by n number gambling
establishment to cheek the wager slips for
winners,

TIP SHEET - a eirecular giving tips on numbers for the
player, In most cases they are weekly pub-
lications and are sold at newsstands, druge
stores and smoke shops.

LUCKY INCENSE - an incense which when burned ls belleved
to wring good luek to the number player, In
some kinds of good luck incense the number ap-
pears in the ashes of the burned incense,

CONPIDENCE EAN - an individual who speclallzes in selling
numbers to the number playing publie. Such
individuals have no connection with the number
bank but give the impression that they have
ingide information on what numbers are to ap-
pear at a given time,

NUMEROLOGIST » an individual who specializaa in selling
numbers to the number playing public, Differs
from a confidence man in that he does not
profess to he on the inside but that he hag
solved the mystery of numbers and has devised:a
"syetem," '

BQUAWK - a person who returns to a econfidence man for
his money after he has failed to win on a num-
ber sold to him by the confidence man,

SQUATE-MAN - a person employed by a confidence man to
get rid of aquawks without returning their money,

COME ON CARDS -~ gee lay-down cards,



83.

B#.

8s.
B6.

88,

ICE - the money paid for police protection.

FIXING « establishing Qanco protection, uat:&ll.: re-
ferred to as "the fix,"

DREAE NUMBER - a number taken from a dream book or one
which has come directly to an 12&1?&@5& :I.n 8
dream,

DREAM BOOK - a book eenﬁams.ng a large nm’bw 1&# pmmiﬂi

dreame, BHach has a corresponding number for
policy or any one of the other MM £ames,

WELCHING - falilure on the part of a b&ak to wwﬂ'

SHAKE DOWN - mﬁeﬂiam : D

STORE-FRONT CHURCH - a pmd»-wustma organizatd oy
housed in a vacated store building. Among et
other things, it gives out numbers to m R
played in the various number games,

TEST MESSAGE -~ a reading containlng mm
medium or spiritualist in avstor

STRAIGHT PLAY ~ gee "on the nose",




