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 Frontmatter  

Solstice was born digital in 1990, before the advent of the Internet. Early volumes were typeset using 

the digital typesetting language, TeX. The digital files were sent to subscribers via email and the 

receiver printed out the TeX code, if desired, to produce a typeset-quality journal, on-demand. 

Selected monographs in the IMaGe Monograph series contain typeset versions of Solstice, printed 

from the code transmitted as the original version of that issue of Solstice. Later, when the Internet 

became available, Solstice switched to the Internet as the platform for transmission, writing 

documents in html rather than TeX. 

Early in Solsticeôs production history, some authors worried that their electronic files could be 

maliciously altered by random readers and uploaded to replace their own writings.  Of course, that 

could not have happened (because everything was passworded).  However, as reassurance to 

prospective authors not yet familiar with the mechanics of servers and such, early documents were 

edited to introduce deliberate errors in spacing, inserted by hand, that a random word-processed 

document would fail to automatically duplicate.  Hence, a bogus copy could be detected simply by 

overlaying a ónewô printout on the óoldô printout on a light table.  The hand-insertion of erroneous 

spaces motivated the oriental rug motif, photographed from a Bokhara rug from the 1964 New York 

City Worldôs Fair; that symbol is carried forward (although the practice itself is not) in Solstice today, 

as a subtle reminder of one element of the journalôs history. 

Over the years, Solstice has gained media attention from a variety of sectors:  from Science (AAAS) 

and Science News early on.  A bit later with interaction with a museum, the Exploratorium (San 

Francisco), and the TV show, Nova.  For all these notices, as well as for those in more conventional 

academic arenas, our primary thanks go to our contributors, volunteers, and readers who have been 

with us for so many years.  Best wishes to all! 
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Kerski Receives Prestigious NCGIA Award! 

University Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS) announced that Dr. Joseph J. 

Kerski has been awarded its Lifetime Achievement in GIScience Education Award.  Link to text.  

Joseph is a long-time Solstice Author and Advisory Board Member. Congratulations to Joseph on a 

most well-deserved award!  
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Update on Activitiesé 

The ongoing pandemic has changed life for everyone.  It has, however, been a good time for creating 

ideas and thinking of ways to spend pent-up energies on projects.  A few that are currently waiting in 

the wings, ready to move forward when in-person communications resume, are mentioned below.  

For each, there is a set of links and article section heads for material previously published in Solstice, 

as well as ónext steps.ô 

Kudzu Project 

¶ External reference:  

o Arlinghaus, S. L.; Arlinghaus, W. E.; and Lindemann, W. ñEating the óVine that Ate the 

South,ô Turnabout Is Fair Play.ò Les Dames dôEscoffier International, Quarterly, Spring 

2020, p. 28 in the óGreen Tablesô section. http://www.ldei.org/uploads/archives/96.pdf  

¶ Previous Work in Solstice 

o 2020. Volume XXXI. Number 2 

Á Update on ActivitieséMeridian History Garden Pilot ProjectðA Garden of 

UnintendedConsequences. 

Á Planning Units:  Kudzu Opportunity Zones?  (S. Arlinghaus, W. E. Arlinghaus, 

and W. Lindemann) 

¶ General Background 

¶ Idea Background: Kudzu and Carbon 

o Swap Concept 

o The Environmental End of the Swap:  Kudzu 

¶ Steps to Pilot Project Development 

o Scientific Basis 

o References 

¶ Opportunity Zones:  One Rationale for Geographical Boundary Decisions 

o Boundary Criteria and Mapping 

http://www.imagenet.org/
http://www.ldei.org/uploads/archives/96.pdf
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/163731/SolsticeVolumeXXXINumber2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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o Boundary Observations:  Usage 

Á Kudzu, Carbon Footprint, and Bioplastics (S. Arlinghaus, W. E. Arlinghaus, and 

W. Lindemann) 

o 2020, Volume XXXI. Number 1,  

Á Isolation in East Central Mississippi:  From Fiction to Non-Fiction.  (S. Arlinghaus 

with input from W. E. Arlinghaus and W. Lindemann, et al.) 

¶ Fiction.  Meridian:  A Place without Parallel 

¶ Non-Fiction.  Appendix:  Benefit SwapsðDevelopmental for 

Environmental Resource Protection 

o Swap Concept 

o The Environmental End of the Swap:  Kudzu 

o Implementing Kudzu Removal:  Planning Approaches 

o Environmental Impact Issues: City Input 

o Examples 

o 2019, Volume XXX. Number 2, Special Issue on Bonus Use. 

Á Kudzu Cascades: Bonus Use Leads to Economic Opportunity? (S. Arlinghaus, 

W. E. Arlinghaus, W. Lindemann). 

¶ Introduction 

¶ Kudzu Control:  Why Does it Matter? 

¶ Estimating Future Prospects:  Green Is Green, Be it Money or Kudzu 

¶ Kudzu-Carbon Intervention 

o Kudzu:  Supply and Demand 

o Economic Opportunity 

o 2018. Volume XXIX. Number 2.  Cascade; Observation and Challenge (S. L. 

Arlinghaus)   

  

http://www.imagenet.org/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/155623/SolsticeVolumeXXXINumber1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/146743/SolsticeDecember2018Final.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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¶ Next Steps 

o Kemper County Kudzu Plantðapproach State to consider the option of re-use for the 

unused Kemper County Coal Plant (in a remote location) to serve as a magnet for the 

storage and reuse of kudzu.  New opportunity might be created in a variety of contexts. 

o Introduce kudzu/economic swaps in municipal arena. 

o Continue with the Meridian History Garden Pilot Project 

Project My Heart / Your Heart 

¶ Previous Work in Solstice 

o 2020, Volume XXXI. Number 1, Project My Heart / Your Heart: Update on the 

Mississippi Connection (Notes of W. E. Arlinghaus communicated to S. L. Arlinghaus). 

o 2019, Volume XXX. Number 2, Special Issue on Bonus Use. 

Á  Introduction to Special Issue (S. Arlinghaus).  Bonus Uses:  Here, There, 

Everywhere 

¶ Bonus Use:  Pacemakers 

¶ Bonus Use:  Category Theory 

o 2019, Volume XXX. Number 1,  

Á Words Matter! (S. L. Arlinghaus; W. E. Arlinghaus; K. A. Eagle; T. C. Crawford; 

E. M. Purvis; M. Ward; D. Haynes; J. Crane). 

¶ Overview 

¶ The Case of Mississippi 

o 2018: Volume XXIX, Number 1, Project My Heart / Your Heart: Announcing the 

Mississippi Connection (S. L. Arlilnghaus, K. A. Eagle, T. C. Crawford, E. M. Purvis, M. 

Ward, D. Haynes, J. Crane). 

o 2014: Volume XXV, Number 1, The Diffusion of a Medical Innovation: Visualization 

Using Google Earth (Sandra L. Arlinghaus, Thomas C. Crawford, Kim A. Eagle). 

o 2014: Volume XXV, Number 1. The Diffusion of a Medical Innovation: Visualization 

Using Google Earth (Sandra L. Arlinghaus, Thomas C. Crawford, Kim A. Eagle). 

http://www.imagenet.org/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/155623/SolsticeVolumeXXXINumber1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/152345/SolsticeVolumeXXXNumber2Final.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/149577/SolsticeJune2019Final.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/144499/SolsticeJune2018Final.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/108255/SolsticeXXVNo1.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/108255/SolsticeXXVNo1.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y
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o 2014: Volume XXV, Number 2.  The Diffusion of a Medical Innovation: Part 2. (Sandra 

L. Arlinghaus, Thomas C. Crawford, Kim A. Eagle)..  

¶ Next Steps 

o Approach the State of Mississippi to consider including pacemakers in their organ 

donation mark on driver licenses.  This state is of particular importance because it has 

the lowest use of cremation in the nation.  Pacemakers must be removed prior to 

cremation (lest the crematorium explode).  Hence, there is the highest percentage of 

pacemaker burial possibility in Mississippi; and thus, the greatest potential for waste. 

o Once Mississippi agrees to pacemakers (perhaps other non-living embedded medical 

devices, too), ask for help in communicating this project to encourage other states to 

follow the lead set by Mississippi. 

o Consider the implications, in terms of supply and demand, and legal questions 

associated with advance directives, in regard to new leadless pacemakers. 

Senior Education 

¶ Previous Work 

o IMaGe Monograph #25. Recently, a small group has been interacting about 

precollegiate education--its merits and drawbacks. The thoughts of some of us are 

presented in the brand new IMaGe Monograph #25, Pre-Collegiate Education in Utopia.  

¶ Next Steps  It is not a long conceptual leap to consider similarities and differences in the 

education of pre-collegiate students and the continuing education of the elderly population.  A 

disproportionately large share of the elderly lack comfort with, and knowledge of, the 

contemporary technological world. 

o State websites for scheduling appointments to receive vaccines against the coronavirus 

disease causing the current global pandemic, reveal all too well the magnitude of the 

senior digital divideéa gap that may keep some from obtaining the vaccine they need 

more than others. 

http://www.imagenet.org/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/111740/0SolsticeVolumeXXVNo2Cover.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/163531/IMaGeMonograph25.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


 

32nd year (1990-2021) of publication of SOLSTICE:   
An Electronic Journal of Geography and Mathematics 
Volume XXXII, Number 1; Sunday, June 20, 2021; 10:31 pm, Central Time 

Copyright ©2021-- All rights reserved.   
Institute of Mathematical Geography (imagenet.org)  and the authors. 

 
 

 

12 
 

o So, next steps are to train the well-educated seniors to a level of comfort with 

technology sufficient so that they are comfortable training others.  Focus on using 

peers, rather than younger people (who may be good with computers but not be 

sensitive to elder needs), to bring the over 65 population up to speed. 

o Create materials, one-pagers in large type, on particular simple skills that seniors may 

not know but others would assume that they do.  For exampleðñwhat is a browser?ò  

Or, ñwhat are óscroll barsô and where are they located?ò  Or, ñhow do I turn my Windows 

10 machine off?ò 

o Distribute materials, perhaps with State assistance, in hospitals and clinics. Also with 

assistance from churches and other community groups.  

o Create a network of resource people. 

  

http://www.imagenet.org/
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Phoenix Meets Pegasus? 

Kelly Moore contributed a critical idea1 

Article conceived of, and written by, Sandra L. Arlinghaus2 

With added input from:  William E. Arlinghaus3, Sonya Ross4, and Stacy Wilson5. 

February 4, 2021 

Saturday morning, February 4, residents of the Front Street Lofts on Front Street in downtown 

Meridian, Mississippi were rudely awakened to smoke, pollution, and odor from a burning historic 

building across the street from them.  Sonya Ross, Property Manager at the Lofts, notes that tenant 

Stacy Wilson was among the first to see the fire.  According to Ross, ñShe [Wilson] made the 911 call 

at 6:57 am. The fire started in the smaller building. By 7:04 it had spread to the Baum building. The 

building is scheduled to be demoôd as early as tonight and finished by tomorrow. Itôs a sad day for 

those of us who loved the promise these beautifully designed buildings offered.ò Indeed, residents 

and business owners up and down Front Street, and throughout the City of Meridian, shared Sonyaôs 

heartfelt feelings.   

Wilson captured the early scene in a few images (Ross FaceBook page).  In Figure 1, we see the 

flames emanating from the ósmallô building as the start of the fire.  Figure 2 shows that the fire has 

spread to the larger red óBaumô building in the foreground of the picture.  Figure 3 reveals the full-

blown extent of the fire as both buildings burn; the Meridian Fire Department and Police Department 

arrived swiftly on the scene.  Wilson and Ross, who both lived near the burning buildings remained on 

the scene; Ross notified Front Street merchants and arranged for the delivery of coffee and a small 

amount of food to hard working firefighters.  Soon afterwards, WTOK TV in Meridian interviewed 

Ross and others; reporters flocked to the scene.  General Manager of the Brickhaus Brewtique (two 

blocks away on Front Street), Bill Arlinghaus, arrived from his home several miles away.  Other 

business owners kept watch and offered support. 

  

http://www.imagenet.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sonyarcd
https://www.facebook.com/sonyarcd
https://www.wtok.com/2021/02/04/downtown-businesses-at-a-standstill-after-fire-cuts-power/
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Figure 1.  Fire starts in small building.  Photo by Stacy Wilson. 

http://www.imagenet.org/


 

32nd year (1990-2021) of publication of SOLSTICE:   
An Electronic Journal of Geography and Mathematics 
Volume XXXII, Number 1; Sunday, June 20, 2021; 10:31 pm, Central Time 

Copyright ©2021-- All rights reserved.   
Institute of Mathematical Geography (imagenet.org)  and the authors. 

 
 

 

15 
 

 

Figure 2.  Fire/smoke from small and large buildings.  Photo by Stacy Wilson. 

http://www.imagenet.org/
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Figure 3.  Flames evident in large building.  Photo by Stacy Wilson. 

 

http://www.imagenet.org/
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Bill focused on documenting, photographically, the efforts to fight the fire.  He captured that effort in a 

few images (Figures 4 and 5) showing use of local fire-fighting equipment from a street-level vantage 

point.  WTOK showed it from an aerial perspective. 

 

Figure 4.  A snorkel-style truck pumps water into the building. Photo by W. E. Arlinghaus.  

http://www.imagenet.org/
https://www.wtok.com/video/2021/02/05/exclusive-sky-footage-front-street-fire/
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Figure 5.  Multiple aerial approaches involving water and power lines were employed.  Photo by W. E. 

Arlinghaus. 

http://www.imagenet.org/
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Despite valiant approaches by the firefighters, hot spots remained over the course of the next few 

days.  Power, however, was swiftly restored to the Front Street area and business in this corridor was 

able to resume without too much interference.  As of this writing, the future of the burned area 

remains unclear.   

Kellyôs Idea 

Within the lack of clarity for the future of the burned-out site, Kelly Moore (Chef at the Brickhaus) 

reflected on the future of Meridian (between hand-made food orders).  Surely, he thought, there must 

be groups thinking about general beautification of the downtown.  Indeed, over the past few years, 

two large new museums have been built:  The Mississippi Arts and Entertainment Experience (the 

ñMAXò) on Front Street and the very recently opened Childrenôs Museum on 22nd Avenue.  New street 

lighting on Front Street, near the Brickhaus and Courtyard, and the MAX, will serve to illuminate this 

downtown historic district (Figures 6a and 6b).  A new Marriott hotel, in the 17-story historic Threefoot 

Building, will add a needed anchor for downtown business travelers and visitors.  Indeed, a compact, 

efficiently organized central cultural area of historic character is set to spring forth.  The missing 

existing Meridian attraction (not in the downtown) is the Dentzel Carousel, one of two remaining 

carousels of its type in the nation.  The carousel and its historic housing are currently located in 

Highland Park, a remote location that attracts few visitors to this national-level carousel (Wikipedia, 

2020; US National Register, 2017; Charleton, 1985; National Park Service,1979).  So, Kelly thought: 

LETôS MOVE THE HISTORIC CAROUSEL AND HOUSING TO THE LEVELLED SITE OF THE 

BURNED-OUT BUILDINGS! 
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Figure 6a.  New pad for streetlight near the Brickhaus and Courtyard.  Photo by W. E. Arlinghaus.  
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