











February 28, 2000





Marion Holt, Chairperson


Jackson Fund


First Unitarian Universalist Church


4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Road


Ann Arbor, MI 48103





Dear Marion, Committee Members:





	The Student Advocacy Center of Michigan, founded in 1975 is the only independent organization in Michigan providing free, non-legal advocacy services to students, and their parents, who are eligible for general and special education programs.  The Center endeavors to identify to the people of Michigan those children most frequently placed at risk and why they may be placed at risk, and to offer information about possible remedies.  With this awareness and with support from the Center, parents are empowered to petition school decision makers in order to redress harmful educational polices and practices.  We are awed by the extent of the need for this kind of work and believe we make an impact although, clearly, there is much more to be done.


	It is ironic that while public officials, educators and policy makers call for all children to graduate from high school and, ideally, continue for a minimum of two post high school years of education, the reality is that increasing numbers of children are excluded from access to public education or made to feel unwelcome in the traditional public school environment.  It is in a political climate that avows zero tolerance for unapproved behavior that the Center seeks to identify, and advocate for, a realistic educational model for Michigan’s least wanted children.


	Our projected budget has decreased from 1999 while the children’s needs have increased.  We need more staff if we are to respond to the urgent needs.  We ask the Jackson Fund to assist the Center’s work as we speak out on behalf of Michigan’s children.  





Enclosed are the 1999/2000 budget and the 1998 Annual Report.  If you have any questions, or need additional materials, I shall be happy to respond.  We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you when the Committee considers our request.  Thank you for your consideration.





Peace and justice,











Ruth Zweifler


Director





Enclosures


rz:money\jack00


List of projects:





Individual case advocacy: Our individual case advocacy work, from which all programs and specific systems change efforts arise, has never been funded.





Action Plan to Challenge School Expulsions: 	This project was funded initially by the Unitarian Universalist Fund for Justice.  A statewide, volunteer lawyer’s group is examining possible challenges to the school expulsion law that requires districts to permanently expel a child of any age without provision for any kind of service or supervision.  We have become increasingly involved in the disastrous consequences of Zero Tolerance policies and practices by advocating on behalf of children in danger of expulsion and by challenging the policies themselves.  We are currently convening a series of parent meetings to give a voice to that constituency. 


BUILD:       A collaborative initiative with Ann Arbor Housing Commission, Ann Arbor Police Department, Community Action Network and Peace Neighborhood Center supported by Housing and Urban Development Office to address Drug Elimination Activities.


Community Impact:	A continuing project based at an Ann Arbor public housing site to empower residents to work towards improved educational outcomes for their children.  This project was originally funded by Washtenaw County.  We now have funding from the City of Ann Arbor through June 2000.


Mobilization for Equity/Juvenile Court Educational Advocacy Service:   An on-going collaborative to train Juvenile Court workers so that they can advocate for appropriate school services for the children under their care.


Student Opportunities for Alternative Resources (SOAR):  A program to create innovative, non-stigmatizing programs for students who have been expelled from the traditional public schools, who have dropped out and wish to re-enter, and those who are still enrolled in school but who have failed to accrue sufficient credits to graduate.








