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How can technology designed to last just a few years be used to sustain digital data collections that last
generations? This is a fundamental challenge of digital stewardship, and the guiding question of the IMLS-funded
“Migrating Research Data Collections” project. Through multi-site case studies, we seek to better understand the

strategies information professionals use to maintain, repair and migrate knowledge infrastructures. In this poster we
share emergent findings describing the craft involved in this work; specifically, we use the lens of quiltmaking to
tease out the craft practices in database curation.
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Future work
J We plan to hold a virtual workshop in May 2022 with
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participants to share further findings, design database
maintenance and migration best practices, and build a

critical community of those interested in research data
maintenance and migration. If you are interested in
participating, please reach out!
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