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BRAINSTORMING ACTIVITY -- put on to a slide

Take 15 minutes to do the following activity and discuss as a group.

1. What are the different concepts or issues that a literature review on this topic
might address? (Another way to think about this question: what are the larger issues,
and conversely, what are the potential sub-topics or related topics.) Name at least 3, and
write them below.

2. Underneath, list at least 2 alternate keywords that you might use to search for these
concepts (i.e., different terms that get at the same or related concept)

Concepts/topics
/issues

1. 2. 3.

Alternate search
terms

Research your own topic!

1. In one sentence, state your research question:

2.  Now restate the same question in a different way (pretend you are describing your topic
to your next door neighbor, who has no or minimal knowledge of the subject)

3.  What are primary facets of your search (i.e., the major concepts)



4. Write down at least 3 alternate terms for each major concept of your search

5. Make notes on which databases you’re searching in, along with which search terms
you’re using (and whether they seem to be producing relevant results for you)


