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What we’ll cover today

● Getting started with search

● Compare and contrast various resources
○ Open Web

○ Google Scholar

○ Library Website

○ Scopus

● Search tips & strategies

● Give it a try!



How do you begin researching a 
question?



General tips for searching

● Phrase searching (“”)
● Truncation (*)
● Try many different keywords
● Boolean “OR”
● Boolean “AND”
● Combine strategies
● Iterate

https://guides.lib.umich.edu/c.php?g=283399&p=1887257


THE GREAT WIDE 
INTERNET! 

(Using the search engine 
of your choice)

Tip: Use site search

Tip: Open Access Button, 
Unpaywall, or other browser 
extensions to find legal, free 
versions of research articles

https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension


Google Scholar 

Tip: use link on library homepage 
to be sure you’re signed in!

https://www.lib.umich.edu/database/link/9825
https://www.lib.umich.edu/database/link/9825


www.lib.umich.edu

U-M Library home page

http://www.lib.umich.edu


Library Search results

Example of library search results 



Library Databases



Scopus

https://apps.lib.umich.edu/database/link/10049


Activity

● Start with a research 
topic/question

● THINK--brainstorm some 
strategies and approaches

● Choose ONE pathway 
○ Open web
○ Google Scholar
○ Library website
○ Scopus database

● Explore the topic, making note of 
your experiences. Try to find one 
relevant source to bring back for 
discussion

● Compare & contrast experiences



A patron is going to address their local city council 
regarding a new proposal to limit car traffic in the 
downtown area. 

In order to prepare, they want to do background 
research on the pros, cons, and other implications of 
such policies. 

How will you help? 



10-15 minutes 
independent 

work

● Choose one: 
○ Open Web
○ Google Scholar
○ Library website
○ Scopus

● Experiment!
● Try to bring back one relevant result 
● Be prepared to share something 

about your experience: 
○ What worked well?
○ What obstacles did you encounter?
○ Did you feel you were on the right track, or 

did you want to take a whole new 
approach?



Useful links to bookmark 

● Library website

● Information Science guide

● About Becky (contact info and/or schedule an appointment) 

● Ask a Librarian service (instant message, text or email)

https://www.lib.umich.edu/
https://guides.lib.umich.edu/infoscience
https://lib.umich.edu/users/rwelzenb
https://www.lib.umich.edu/ask-librarian


Questions?
And thank you!

rwelzenb@umich.edu

mailto:rwelzenb@umich.edu

