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1. Data sources 

This paper examines data acquired from several sources, including the collection of 

COVID-19 SARS-CoV-2 preprints from medRxiv and bioRxiv [1], Crossref [2], E-utilities [3], 

Dimensions [4], CORD-19 [5], and CADRE [6]. Chart 1 below shows the usage of various data 

platforms in this study. 
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Chart 1. Data Flow Chart. 

 

 

2. Published Collections 

Shows how various data were combined to account for all published preprints (Chart 2). 

BioRxiv (as of August 20, 2020) 

 BioRxiv 

API 

Dimensions 

(Preprints) 

Dimensions 

(Postprints) 

CORD-19 

BioRxiv API 171 41 69 56 

Dimensions (Preprints) 41 42 14 15 

Dimensions (Postprints) 69 14 108 56 

CORD-19 56 15 56 71 



 

MedRxiv (as of November 29, 2020) 

 

 medRxiv API Crossref Dimensions 

Preprints 

Dimensions 

Postprints 

CORD-19 

medRxiv API 763 226 201 282 283 

Crossref  226 201 82 105 

Dimensions 

Preprints 

  206 77 93 

Dimensions 

Postprints 

   514 223 

CORD-19     350 

 

 

 
 

 

3. Analysis of publication delays 

It is worth noting that none of the publication delays display a standard Gaussian 

distribution (Fig. 1), thus we discuss both their medians and means.  

  
 

Chart 2. Venn diagrams demonstrating the number of published preprints that were discovered 

via a combination of different sources: for medRxiv preprints (left, as of Nov 29, 2020) and for 

bioRxiv preprints (right, as of Aug 20, 2020). 
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Fig. 1. Publication delays from preprint to journal publication. Number of COVID-19 

combined medRxiv and bioRxiv preprints with given number of days that correspond to various 



publication delays: (A) Pre-submission time; (B) Review time; (C) Production stage time; and (D) 

Elapsed Time. 
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