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statement
Roots is a magazine made by and for Ann Arbor’s local music scene, made 
through community-based visual storytelling. Roots features several artists, 

events, places, and stories throughout the 48-page print magazine. 
Interactive digital content can be accessed via QR codes throughout the 
magazine. The content is driven by my collaboration with local artists and 

conversations with the community over the course of several months.
 Musicians were genuinely excited to share their love for the scene, and 

finding ways to share their contagious enthusiasm has been one of the most 
rewarding parts of the process.

Using documentary photography, portraits, and interviews, I aim to visually 
tell the story of music culture within one specific community, Ann Arbor. 

Roots engages with the long history of printed and digital music media, and 
each volume will bring visibility to one part of the Ann Arbor music scene. 

Roots is about connections—exploring what it means to be connected, and 
what it means to be local.





CONTEXT
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PROCESS
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reflection
During the making of Roots, I found myself drawn to the ongoing process of 
making this project and the connections formed throughout it. As somebody 

who draws on journalistic practices often in my work, interviewing and 
making images of live events as they unfold was a rewarding process that I 
found clicked into place for me relatively quickly. After some early setbacks 

and reconfigurations, I found that the format of a zine fit the DIY, 
storytelling-centric content that I was envisioning from the start.

The element of collaboration was something that I found particularly 
rewarding and inspiring throughout the entire process. I was able to work 

with people to create something that we both felt represented their passions 
to the best of our respective abilities. The love that these artists expressed 
for their community and their work improved the way that I approached my 

end of the exchange, and definitely impacted the course of my process.

As the process went on, I enjoyed applying myself to the aspects of print 
publication that I had not previously experienced or particularly looked 

forward to. Elements like page design and content planning provided a new 
perspective on the process of making media, which I am excited to develop 

throughout my future work.


