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Course Title: Studying Digital Humanities 
Course Number: 449I 
Term: Spring 2024 
Credits: 3 

 

Professor: Rianna Walcott 
Pronouns: she/her 

 
 

 
Course Description 
How we study something can be just as important as what we study. This course introduces a variety 
of methods and approaches to collecting and interpreting digital materials, with a focus on 
qualitative methods. We will consider the ethical implications of conducting digital research, explore 
methods that are adaptive to the constant shift in digital terrain, and experiment with different ways 
of interpreting and presenting findings.  
 
This course takes a hands-on approach to research methods. While we will be grounding our study 
in extant theory, you will also be expected to experiment with the methods and digital tools 
themselves through workshops and group projects, and encouraged to apply materials from the class 
to your own contexts and areas of interest. 
 
By drawing on different case studies and platforms – from hashtag mapping on audiovisual 
platforms such as TikTok or Instagram, to narrative analysis on YouTube, to discourse analysis on 
X – this module challenges students to think critically about forming research questions, issues of 
access and ethics in the systematic collection of data, and organising and presenting research.  
 
Course Objectives  
After successfully completing this course undergraduate students will be able to: 

● Apply and analyse the effectiveness of a variety of qualitative methods  
● Design research questions and methods appropriate for different platforms 
● Evaluate the ethical implications of your research method and outputs 
● Produce a collaborative research project, suitable for an audience outside of the classroom 

 
In addition, graduate students will: 

 Be able to create and implement a lesson plan suitable for undergraduate students that 
connects their research to course content 

 Draft a proposal for a methods paper suitable for submission to an academic conference or 
journal, write and present the paper and respond confidently to audience feedback. 

 
Required Resources  

● Required resources, including research articles, videos and public scholarship, will be made 
available via the course website. 

 
  



 

Major Assignments - Undergraduate 
 
Synthesise and Respond Module Assessments 
Academic writing can sometimes be dense. Even more often it is difficult to remember what articles 
are about, even a short time after reading. More challenging still is the ability to read articles as being 
in conversation with one another and to find a way to enter the conversation ourselves. This 
assignment asks that you submit a 1500w response for each unit of the course.  
 
Students will read the assigned articles/chapters, and based on their reading as well as class 
discussion, they will create a response that includes:  

 a summary of the key ideas;  
 an explanation of key concepts and terms;  
 any important examples or applications  
 connections between the readings that speak to the themes of the unit 

 
This analysis should not be a grade or opinion about how good or bad the articles are, rather it 
should demonstrate how the student understands and sees the work fitting into the context of the 
module unit, and how they may adapt the methods discussed within to their own research interests.  
 
You will be asked to submit three assessments responding to each of the first three units, worth 
10% each. Unit 1 is on theory, ethics and research design, Unit 2 is on qualitative methods, Unit 3 
concerns data analysis and outputs.  
 
Participation & Engagement 
Students are expected to be in class and be engaged with the material within each class session. This 
class will require hands-on engagement with digital tools in regular in-class workshops, and your 
attendance is key to ensuring you have a working understanding of the materials we cover. 
To aid in our class discussion and ensure we are all prepared to engage, students are required to 
submit a reading summary worksheet for each assigned reading prior to the start of class. This 
worksheet will contain the following: Thesis/main argument/summary, Key terms, and Key quotes.  
 
The full worksheet must be submitted by  There are a total of 
12 worksheets to do during the semester. The two worksheets with the lowest grades will be 
dropped without penalty. In addition to these worksheets, participation will be graded based on your 
active participation in the course.  
 
Team Project 
In the final unit of the course, we will devote class time to group projects: you will also be expected 
to continue work on these projects outside of class in lieu of reading summary worksheets. This will 
be an opportunity to apply the methods and theories we have covered thus far to your own research 
interests. In groups of [depending on class size], you will propose and develop a research project 
using what you deem to be the most appropriate qualitative method of investigation. Some examples 
of potential sites for research are: 

- A digital campaign on X 
- Child influencers on YouTube 
- Lifestyle influencers on TikTok 
- Interviewing your peers about their social media usage 



 

In a final examination in exam week, your group will conceptualise a research question, propose a 
method, consider the ethical implications of your study, conduct your research (small scale, bearing 
in mind your time constraints!) and be prepared to present your findings and a demonstration of the 
method used in a format suitable for an audience outside of the classroom. The research project 
itself is worth 20% of your final grade, and the presentation makes up 10% of your grade. 
 
Final Exam  
In addition to the group assignment, 20% of your final grade will be based on your individual 
response to the group project, in 1500-2000 words or an alternative format (agreed with me ahead 
of time) comparable in effort to a paper of that length, e.g. a 10-15 minute podcast, video 
presentation, blogpost etc. In this submission, you should detail your individual contribution to the 
group project and cite readings from the course to explain the choices made in designing and 
carrying out your study. Here is an opportunity to expand on your choice of method, the ethical 
implications of that method, issues you faced and how you overcame them, your choice of output 
for displaying your results, and future avenues for this research. 
 

Major Assignments - Graduate 
 
Planning and Leading Class Session 
An integral part of graduate education is preparing students to teach. While many students TA 
during their time at the university, some are never offered feedback on their lessons. Others teach in 
subject areas outside of their interests or expertise. In this course, graduate students will select a 
method that aligns with their research agenda, or that they are particularly familiar with, and provide 
a lesson suitable for an undergraduate course, with assignments and activities included, or a 
demonstration of how to use a method or tool. This assignment is also crafted to prepare students 
for teaching demonstrations if entering the academic job market.  
 
Participation & Engagement 
Students are expected to be in class and be engaged with the material within each class session. This 
class will require hands-on engagement with digital tools in regular in-class workshops, and your 
attendance is key to ensuring you have a working understanding of the materials we cover. 
To aid in our class discussion and ensure we are all prepared to engage, students are required to 
submit a reading summary worksheet for each assigned reading prior to the start of class. This 
worksheet will contain the following: Thesis/main argument/summary, Key terms, and Key quotes. 
During class time, students will complete the application portion of the worksheet with various in-
class activities. There are a 
total of 12 worksheets to do during the semester. The two worksheets with the lowest grades will be 
dropped without penalty. In addition to these worksheets, participation will be graded based on your 
active participation in the course.  
 
Extended Abstract  
Students will submit a 2000 word proposal/extended abstract in which they focus on utilizing one of 
the critical methods we study during the term to analyze a media artifact, draw comparisons on 
multiple methods, or craft an argument about the utility of a single or multiple methods in their 
subfield of study. In addition to the proposal, students should provide insight about where they 
would submit this article (journal or conference)and a workplan of how they would go about 
completing. Students will submit their abstract to their classmate and the instructor for review. 





 

 
Course Communication  
This course uses ELMS and email regularly. All course documents, information, grades, and  
readings will be available on ELMS. ELMS: I will send IMPORTANT announcements via ELMS 
messaging. You must make sure that your email & announcement notifications (including changes in 
assignments and/or due dates) are enabled in ELMS so you do not miss any messages.  You are 
responsible for checking your email and Canvas/ELMS inbox with regular frequency. 
 
You are responsible for receiving information sent through ELMS and email. My preferred method 
of contact for short clarifying questions is email. However, be sure to first check the syllabus and 
schedule as the answers to many questions can be found in these documents. I return emails during 
business hours M-F and variably on the weekend depending on how my work/life balance is doing 
at any given time. Please DO NOT email me with questions that are easily found in the syllabus or 
on ELMS (i.e. When is this assignment due? How much is it worth? etc.) but please DO reach out 
about personal, academic, and intellectual concerns/questions. 
 
For extended questions and feedback on assignments,  grades, and readings you are encouraged to 
visit me during my office hours - please try to email me if you intend to attend, but drop-ins are 
welcome. If you are unable to attend my office hours due to a course clash, please contact me in 
good time so we can schedule an alternative meeting time. If you are then unable to attend this 
meeting (emergencies happen!) please email me AT LEAST TWO HOURS in advance of the 
agreed upon meeting time. If you do not do this and I make the journey to campus to meet you for 
no reason I will be very cross.   
 
Classroom Policies   
 
Names/Pronouns and Self-Identifications 
The University of Maryland recognizes the importance of a diverse student body, and we are 
committed to fostering inclusive and equitable classroom environments. I invite you, if you wish, to 
tell us how you want to be referred to both in terms of your name and your pronouns (he/him, 
she/her, they/them, etc.). The pronouns someone indicates are not necessarily indicative of their 
gender identity. Visit trans.umd.edu to learn more. 
 
Additionally, how you identify in terms of your gender, race, class, sexuality, religion, and dis/ability, 
among all aspects of your identity, is your choice whether to disclose (e.g., should it come up in 
classroom conversation about our experiences and perspectives) and should be self-identified, not 
presumed or imposed.  I will do my best to address and refer to all students accordingly, and I ask 
you to do the same for all of your fellow Terps. 
 
Communication with Peers 
With a diversity of perspectives and experience, we may find ourselves in disagreement and/or 
debate with one another. As such, it is important that we agree to conduct ourselves in a 
professional manner and that we work together to foster and preserve a virtual classroom 
environment in which we can respectfully discuss and deliberate controversial questions. 
 



 

I encourage you to confidently exercise your right to free speech—bearing in mind, of course, that 
you will be expected to craft and defend arguments that support your position. Keep in mind, that 
free speech has its limit and this course is NOT the space for hate speech, harassment, and 
derogatory language. I will make every reasonable attempt to create an atmosphere in which each 
student feels comfortable voicing their argument without fear of being personally attacked, mocked, 
demeaned, or devalued. 
 
Any behavior (including harassment, sexual harassment, and racially and/or culturally derogatory 
language) that threatens this atmosphere will not be tolerated. Please alert me immediately if you feel 
threatened, dismissed, or silenced at any point during our semester together and/or if your 
engagement in discussion has been in some way hindered by the learning environment. 
 
Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. If any student is disruptive or disrespectful and 
continues to be so after one warning, they will be asked to leave. If this occurs, the student will 
receive an unexcused absence for the day and must meet with me before they are allowed to 
return to class. Additional disruptions will then be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. All 
students are expected to conform to the Code of Student Conduct.  
 
The various backgrounds and identities that we have in the classroom is a strength and these 
different identities can be a powerful asset in our seminar discussions. The classroom and the 
university is a political space – who we are, what we learn, where and how we learn it is all political. 
We will show respect for all ethnicities, sexualities, genders, (dis)abilities, languages, religions, 
political ideologies, socioeconomic class or national affiliation – with extra attention to those that 
are traditionally marginalized in society. We should ensure that our speech and behavior does 
not make any people in these groups feel uncomfortable or excluded : each student should feel 
equally comfortable, included and have equal learning opportunities in the class. We should pay 
attention to the fact that belonging to one or several of the above identity groups may not be 
immediately obvious to us. Please feel encouraged to talk to me if you have ever been made 
uncomfortable or to feel excluded in class, or just ask and I’ll signpost you to where you need! 
 
Academic Integrity 
The University's Code of Academic Integrity is designed to ensure that the principles of academic 
honesty and integrity are upheld. In accordance with this code, academic dishonesty will not be 
tolerated. Please ensure that you fully understand this code and its implications because all acts of 
academic dishonesty will be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of this code. All students 
are expected to adhere to this Code. It is your responsibility to read it and know what it says, so you 
can start your professional life on the right path. 
 
It is important to note that course assistance websites, such as CourseHero, or AI-generated content 
are not permitted sources, unless the instructor explicitly gives permission. Material taken or copied 
from these sites can be deemed unauthorized material and a violation of academic integrity. These 
sites offer information that may be inaccurate or biased and that shortcut the learning process, 
particularly the critical thinking steps necessary for college-level assignments. 
 
Additionally, it is understandable that students may use a variety of online or virtual forums for 
course-wide discussion (e.g., Group lists or chats). Collaboration in this way regarding concepts 
discussed in this course is permissible. However, collaboration on graded assignments is strictly 















 

accommodations several weeks before the semester begins or as soon as a disability becomes 
known. Any student who needs accommodations should contact me as soon as possible so that I 
have sufficient time to make arrangements. 
 
For assistance in obtaining an accommodation, contact Accessibility and Disability Service at 301-
314-7682, or email them at adsfrontdesk@umd.edu. Information about sharing your 
accommodations with instructors, note taking assistance, and more is available from 
the Counseling Center. 
 
Student Resources and Services 
 
Taking personal responsibility for you own learning means acknowledging when your performance 
does not match your goals and doing something about it.  I hope you will come talk to me so that I 
can help you find the right approach to success in this course, and I encourage you to visit UMD’s 
Student Academic Support Services website to learn more about the wide range of campus 
resources available to you. 
 
In particular, everyone can use some help sharpening their writing skills (and improving their grade) 
by visiting UMD’s Writing Center and schedule an appointment. For consulting and training in 
oral communication, please visit UMD’s Oral Communication Center.  
 
You should also know there are a wide range of resources to support you with whatever you might 
need (UMD’s Student Resources and Services website may help). If you feel it would be helpful 
to have someone to talk to, visit UMD’s Counseling Center or one of the many other mental 
health resources on campus. 
 
Notice of Mandatory Reporting 
 
Notice of mandatory reporting of sexual assault, sexual harassment, interpersonal violence, and 
stalking:  As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible University Employee,” and I must 
report all disclosures of sexual assault, sexual harassment, interpersonal violence, and stalking to 
UMD’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy on Sexual Harassment and Other Sexual 
Misconduct. 
 
If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of UMD’s confidential 
resources, such as CARE to Stop Violence (located on the Ground Floor of the Health Center) at 
301-741-3442 or the Counseling Center (located at the Shoemaker Building) at 301-314-7651. 
You may also seek assistance or supportive measures from UMD’s Title IX Coordinator, Angela 
Nastase, by calling 301-405-1142, or emailing titleIXcoordinator@umd.edu. 
 
To view further information on the above, please visit the Office of Civil Rights and Sexual 
Misconduct's website. 
 
Basic Needs Security 
 
If you have difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or lack a safe 
and stable place to live, please visit UMD’s Division of Student Affairs website for information 
about resources the campus offers you and let me know if I can help in any way. 



 

 
Veteran Resources 
 
UMD provides some additional supports to our student veterans. You can access those resources at 
the office of Veteran Student life and the Counseling Center. Veterans and active duty military 
personnel with special circumstances (e.g., upcoming deployments, drill requirements, disabilities) 
are welcome and encouraged to communicate these, in advance if possible, to the instructor.  
 
Technology Policy  
 
Please refrain from using cellphones, laptops, and other electronic devices during class sessions 
unless we have designated such use as part of a class exercise. 
 
Participation 

● Given the interactive style of this class, attendance will be crucial to note-taking and thus 
your performance in this class. Attendance is particularly important also because class 
discussion will be a critical component for your learning.  

● Each student is expected to make substantive contributions to the learning experience, and 
attendance is expected for every session.  

● Students with a legitimate reason to miss a live session should communicate in advance with 
the instructor, except in the case of an emergency.  

● Students who miss a live session are responsible for learning what they miss from that 
session.  

● Additionally, students must complete all readings and assignments in a timely manner in 
order to fully participate in class.  

 
Course Evaluation  
 
Please submit a course evaluation through Student Feedback on Course Experiences in order to 
help faculty and administrators improve teaching and learning at Maryland. All information 
submitted to Course Experiences is confidential. Campus will notify you when Student Feedback on 
Course Experiences is open for you to complete your evaluations at the end of the semester.  

 By 
completing all of your evaluations each semester, you will have the privilege of accessing through 
Testudo the evaluation reports for the thousands of courses for which 70% or more students 
submitted their evaluations. 
 
Copyright Notice 
 
Course materials are copyrighted and may not be reproduced for anything other than personal use 
without written permission. 
 




