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Gathering
01. How I arranged resources 

under each theme + vice versa!



Theme Exploration: What Is It?

The process I used for gathering was termed “Theme 
Exploration,” or TE. For each of the five themes (1. geopolitical 
and colonial borders, 2. reclamation and rematriation, 3. seed 

sharing, 4. seed literacy, skills and community knowledge, and 5. 
seed sovereignty), three panels were produced that roped in 
articles, books, poems, and more to flesh out the themes that 
complimented SJ’s community conversations and oral history 

collection features.



Methodology

I then looked through my 
bookmarks, reading notes, etc. 
to find sources that I felt 
particularly passionate about.

Collecting
I read a variety of books and 

articles, some from the team, 
other librarians, or my own 

personal searching.

Researching

I proceeded to pull out themes 
that I found salient across the 

materials and slot them under 
each theme.

Organizing
Together with the team, I 
solidified the themes we wanted 
to explore and reorganized the 
sources to slot under them.

Consolidatin
g



Narrative
02. How I strung the quotes 

together!



Through Lines

Finding 
Story

Mind to 
Matter

After collecting the quotes I 
wanted to use for each 
section/theme, I asked myself: 
What story are these quotes 
telling?  For the most part, the 
story was clear. Next…

I had to take the story I 
envisioned in my mind and 
make it tangible. I reordered 
quotes and added text to 
explain, connect, and make 
everything flow.



Process Example: Beginning

I started with quotes 
that I felt would be 

topical, taking them in 
their entirety with little 

paring-down.



Process Example: Draft

I then drafted all of the text I 
might incorporate on the panel.



Process Example: Mock-Ups

Following guidance from SJ’s exhibit 
visioning, I mocked up the panels in Canva. 

As you can see, it ended up being really 
dense and text-heavy! After these mockups, 

we pivoted our exhibit design to include 
three panels for these “Theme Explorations” 
instead of the one panel we initially planned 

for to allow more space for images and 
readability.



Difficulties
03. The things I struggled with 

through the process!



This was 
hard.



The Struggle Bus

Is this “allowed?”

Anxiety

Everything takes at 
least twice as long 
as I expect.

Timing

So much time just 
figuring things out!

Thinking

01.

02.

03.

Intense creative 
work – what a 
challenge!

Brain Fog

Negotiating rest 
with myself while I 
still have so much 
to do!

Balance

This is an exhibit, not  
a research paper.

Concision

04.

05.

06.



However!



This is by far the most fulfilling work I have 
ever done. To be able to take part in 
putting something tangible together to 
show other people for years to come is 
immeasurably rewarding.

Key Takeaways

01.
The team. Is. AMAZING!!! It has been an 
absolute joy and pleasure to work with 

everyone; you are all so so talented and 
skilled and have taught me so much.

02.



Recommendations
04. What else!



➢ Longer program time - longitudinal hours allotment
○ An exhibit is a lot to plan in 3 months! Having more flexibility in 

program “ending” times might be beneficial.
➢ More networking/connecting to library staff and university resources

○ More entrenched mentor and/or program-facilitated 
connections (like meet and greets/coffee chats) considering the 
impact of internships on career development and the 
importance of networking within that – both connecting to 
librarians within U-M and also connecting with relevant people 
outside of U-M

○ More cohort bonding opportunities → What are other people up 
to? Consider monthly cohort lunches, biweekly Zooms, etc. This 
would help in building continuity and connection across projects!
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Thanks!
Questions? Comments? Concerns?

creutz@umich.edu

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

