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A Big Redirection!

“Borderless Seed Stories” is a collection of oral 
histories, literature, and archival research that 

aims to highlight important work going on within 
the Southeast Michigan gardening community, 
situating local seed/farming reclamation efforts 

within the broader global context of political, 
economic, and cultural frames… The goal of this 

exhibit is not to be an exhaustive guide to 
understanding seed work and its accompanying 
stories, but rather to introduce visitors to local 

initiatives as they relate to global conversations of 
seed justice. 

This exhibit is the first to be completed 
under the banner of “International Studies 

and seed libraries” and will act as a 
marketing and outreach tool. As such, the 

exhibit will not be a comprehensive 
resource, but instead will provide a 
narrative structure centered on 
highlighting the experiences of 

international community members and 
seeds.

“Internationalizing 
the Seed Library”

“Borderless Seed Stories”
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● “To enter classroom settings in colleges and universities 
with the will to share the desire to encourage 
excitement, was to transgress… Agendas had to be 
flexible, had to allow for spontaneous shifts in direction.” 
(7)

● Pedagogical practices as emerging “from the mutually 
illuminating interplay of anti-colonial, critical, and 
feminist pedagogies” (10)

● “education as the practice of freedom” (11)

● “The academy is not paradise. But learning is a place 
where paradise can be created.” (207)

Teaching to 
Transgress (1994)
by bell hooks



● “They have been the most unconventional teachers, 
these humble seeds, reminding me that all that seems 
lost truly isn’t..just laying dormant until the time is right 
for them to return to the earth.” (Fertile Resistance and 
Reconciliation)

● The beauty of recognizing and honoring our seeds as 
living breathing relatives, is that we see the stories, 
cultural memory and wisdom they carry is also alive” 
(Reawakening Relationships)

● “Our greatest wealth is not only in the seeds and their 
stories of abundance and nourishment, but in the 
connection that is made between people who share 
seeds.” (Currency of Connection)

SeedSongs
(2015, 2016, 2018)
by Rowen White
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Literature Review



Oral History Research



Exhibit Design/Curation
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Challenges

Excitement and pleasure is important in learning, 
but there are many points where I feel no 
excitement nor pleasure! A 12 hour work session 
feels terrible! Being stuck in a room listening to 
audio and doing transcripts can be boring!

Lots of moving parts in the project, reorienting 
and refocusing, LOTS of conversations with so 
many people, a hybrid working model that was 
my salvation and my downfall

Cognitive overload and feeling overwhelmed, 
juggling multiple jobs, exhaustion and the mental 
toll this research takes, reading about… really 
depressing things… among other things

Am I good enough? Should I be doing this 
project? Did I just mess up that interview? How 
am I going to get this done? I should have 
written better. I am not god’s strongest soldier.

This is hard! Burnout (and the 
importance of rest)

Staying committed
to learning

An intense (!) imposter 
syndrome
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Recommendations

● Grants to provide 
compensation for not just 
the interns and staff 
members (us!), but also to 
our community partners and 
interlocutors

● Expanding projects beyond 
the scope of MLS (BSS is just 
a small portion of initiatives 
related to the Seed Library)

● Digitization of the exhibit
● Zine collection to distribute and share 

with the community
● Expanding the Oral History collection 

with southeast MI gardeners, farmers, 
organizers, and activists

● Circling back to our initial idea to 
interview the international community

● Programming ideas in partnership with 
the Seed Library: upskilling workshops, 
community conversations, facilitated 
dialogues, open mics and story sharing

Research Funding Additional Projects



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon and infographics 
& images by Freepik and illustrations by Storyset

Thanks
!
Do you have any questions?

Contact me: 
sojungsh@umich.edu

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://storyset.com/?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_contents_of_this_template&utm_term=storyset&utm_content=storyset

