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Objectives
Organize a series of documentaries and feature films that are thematically related
to democracy, voting, and elections in the U.S., potentially including films from
other geographic areas

Utilize the Askwith Media Library and U-M online platforms, library search to
identify films of interest

Meet with stakeholders and mentors and document the process!
Catherine Morse, Phil Hallman, Gabriel Duque

Prepare well-researched screening guides that include background information
and activities that align with the films



Regular check-ins 

Identify themes: debate, voting
rights, political efficacy

Screen films! Gauge fit, tone,
and whether they will speak to
students

Stakeholder engagement

Logistics: when, where,
budget?

Development





Film Identification





Screening guides
Facilitate conversation
or activities around each
film

Provide valuable
historical context and
contemporary parallels

Includes annotated
bibliography



Activities aligned with screenings







My MLS experience
Digital media collection use

Swank, Kanopy, Docuseek

Library search functions

Public Performance Rights (PPR) 
what can we show on campus?

Structured and consistent
Independent and collaborative

Excellent mentors !
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ELECTIONREFORMNOW! here’s to
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How do we select films that will engage undergraduate students?

Further, how do we promote the program during an already busy time of the year?

Are there specific topics around which we want to generate conversation? ie, fair and
free elections, the Voting Rights Act of 1965

Public Performance Rights: once selected and previewed, does the film or
documentary carry with it PPR licensing?

Accessibility: venue selection, online materials, language.

Considerations



Proof of concept
Student-led pilot program
launching in Fall 2024

Research, utilizing U-M Library
resources, contacting subject
experts

Planning documents for
successful subsequent film
screenings using materials from
Askwith  and beyond

What I learned
Mostly, more about the breadth
of the U-M Library collections!

How to identify campus
stakeholders who may have
interest in supporting a project
like this

International resources that speak
to democratic movements
worldwide



Moving forward
It’s not over just yet!

Cinematic Democracy will screen
on three dates in September and
October 2024 at the Hatcher
Gallery Space

A detailed film screening guide has
been developed that will allow
anyone to easily adapt the program

Includes handout with more titles from the collection

 Critical thinking and research skills,
project ideation, logistics 




