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Event-relatedpotential resear&hasdenmstmtedacomqxm%=e 
betweenchangesinelectricalactivityandcognitiveevents. Thisstuay 
investigatedthelink betweentAaqhtdiso~in~z~and 
event-relatedpatentials. aLeai.mwastosee whmErabstractvs. 
concreh~differencesexisted~no~andschiz~cs, 
andfurther,toseeifsu&diffemmes wemI-eflectedbycharrgesi.nthe 
voltage, latency, or- of&ZERPs. mestudywasbasedcnfour 
comqhal~irmings:l)abstractvs. ccmcmte thought; 2) 
categorization resear&; 3)hypofnmtalityhypothsis;and4) ERP 
reseamhThea&txactvs.cnncx&e ?=@-V~~~~.=$=@==ia 
has been criticized for not with&amWq ;houe=r# 
mseamhhasidmtifiedaprimarylevel ofcategorizatian (basic-level) 
that characterizes c?orm&e~inwaysthatsef?mcoargruentwith 
clinical descriptions of- inschizophmnia. Therefore, it 
waspossibletodefineboth aZnxeteandahstract#inkinginmre 
rigorms cperational tems. Fmn the biological danain, some work 
sqgeststhatthe fmltZilcortexsubsmesabstractthinking,~thatthe 
po6t-centmlregionisengagedduringcmcmtepmcessirrg.Further,the 
hypofmntalityhypothesissqgests thatmduoedschizophrenicfmntal 
activitymightbelinkedtodeficits inabstractthinkiq. Lastly, while 
ERP research based on early (<loo met) and mid (P300) ccqomnh in 
~zcphrmiahasbeenmixed,therehasbeenlittlee@msiscnthe 
relationship between typesofthhkinginsdGzo@-mmiaand&xqesin 
later ERP ompom&s. This study used an SlS2 categorization paradigm 
to elicit abstract and conmete thinkhyinsubjects.ERRfxmthree 
midlineelectmdes: Fz, Cz, tiPz (refm tolinkedmastoids) m 
masured to test for differences inlocalizedcortical activity related 
todiffemnttypesofthinkhg. Subject~,matched for sex, age, and IQ, 
included1Ohospitalizeds&izo#m?nics (FDCandDSM-III-Rdiagmmd) and 
lOno~s(~ assess&) Thecontrihticmsofthissttxlyarethme- 
fold: 1) a biological paradigm wised of clinical, cognitive, 
andelectm@ysiologicalpmmdures; 2) newoperaticmaldefinitionsof 
theabstxact%mcxete appma&tmsdlizc@mniculoughtdiso~and3) 
anexaminationofthelinkbetmm typesofthinkiqarrlERpactivity in 
SdliZ~. An important inplicationofthis study isits 
as a prot&yp for future msearch usinga~iologiml~~ 
thatwculduseERPstos&divides&izqhmua Other inplications for 
futureresmrchincludeamomobjective meas&eofuxxJhtdisoIder,and 
anevaluationofvarious s&izo@renictreatmerrtmodalities. 


