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Abstract

Dendritic cells (DCs) retrovirally transduced with IL-4 have recently been
shown to inhibit murine collagen-induced arthritis and associated Th1
immune responses in vivo, but the mechanisms that underly these effects
are not yet understood. In this report we demonstrate that IL-4-transduced
DCs loaded with antigen led to lower T cell production of IFN-γ , increased
production of IL-4, and an attenuated, delayed type hypersensitivity response.
We hypothesized that the ability of such DCs to regulate the Th1 immune
response in vivo depends in part on their capacity to produce IL-12 and IL-23.
Quantitative mRNA analysis revealed that IL-4-transduced DCs stimulated
with CD40 ligand expressed higher levels of IL-12p35 mRNA, but lower
levels of mRNA for IL-23p19 and the common subunit p40 found in
both IL-12 and IL-23, compared with control DCs. These results, which
indicate that expression of the IL-12 and IL-23 subunits is differentially
regulated in IL-4-transduced DCs, were confirmed by ELISA of the IL-12
and IL-23 heterodimers. Thus, therapeutic suppression of Th1 -mediated
autoimmunity (as recently shown in murine collagen-induced arthritis) and
induction of Th2 responses in vivo by IL-4-transduced DCs occurs despite
their potential to produce increased levels of IL-12, but could reflect, in
part, decreased production of IL-23. Copyright  2005 John Wiley & Sons,
Ltd.
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Introduction

Dendritic cells (DCs) are potent APCs in the induction and the regula-
tion of immune responses [1]. Recently, attention has been focused on the
use of DCs in immunotherapy. We previously demonstrated that a single
injection of bone-marrow-derived DCs retrovirally transduced to express IL-
4 reduces the incidence and severity of murine collagen-induced arthritis
(CIA), a model of rheumatoid arthritis [2]. Since IL-4-transduced polyclonal
T cells or fibroblastic cells failed to inhibit CIA, the ability of IL-4-transduced
DCs to inhibit the ongoing pathogenic Th1 response may require specific
interaction between T cells and IL-4-secreting DCs [2]. A second group
also showed suppression of CIA using DCs infected with an adenoviral
vector that expressed IL-4 [3]. Further studies are necessary, however, to
fully understand the functional characteristics of these engineered cells.
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IL-12, one of the important immunoregulatory
cytokines secreted by DCs, is a 70-kD disulfide-linked
heterodimer of p35 and p40 subunits that was originally
described as a factor that stimulates both natural killer
(NK) cell and cytotoxic T cell activity [4,5]. It is now
clear that IL-12 has a pivotal role in promoting Th1-type
immune responses by inducing differentiation of naive T
cells into the Th1 phenotype [6–8]. Furthermore, IL-12
augments the established Th1 response by inducing T cell
proliferation and IFN-γ production [9–12]. IL-23, a more
recently identified cytokine expressed by DCs, that may
also be pivotal in the activation of T cells, has both struc-
tural and functional similarities to IL-12. It is composed
of the IL-12p40 subunit and a novel p19 protein [13]. IL-
23 induces proliferation and IFN-γ production by T cells
[13]. Although IL-23 may play an important role in the
induction of Th1 responses, it does not bind to IL-12Rβ2
[13], and may therefore have a role distinct from IL-12 in
the differentiation of T cells.

The major stimuli known to elicit IL-12 or IL-23
production by DCs are the ligation of CD40 by the CD40
ligand (CD40L, CD154) expressed on activated T cells,
and binding of bacterial products to specific DC surface
receptors [13–15]. Previous studies have documented
conflicting results regarding the regulatory effect of IL-
4 on the ability of DCs to produce IL-12; IL-4 was
initially reported to be inhibitory [15], but more recent
studies demonstrate that it can enhance IL-12 production
[16–18]. Most of these studies do not include data on
the expression of individual IL-12 subunits, and did not
measure expression of the IL-23p19 subunit. Since the
ability of IL-4-expressing DCs to regulate the immune
response may be affected in part by altered production of
IL-12 and/or IL-23, we investigated the effect of retroviral
transduction of DCs with IL-4 on production of these
cytokines.

The potential of IL-4-transduced primary culture DCs
to skew antigen-specific immune responses in primary
immune reactions has not yet been determined. Our
previous studies demonstrated that IL-4-transduced DCs
alter the balance of Th1/Th2 cells in the spleen, and
cause a shift toward a polyclonal Th2 response [2];
we therefore hypothesized that immunization with IL-4-
transduced DCs pulsed with antigen could induce primary
Th2 immune responses.

Materials and methods

Mice

Male C57BL/6 mice were purchased from the Jackson
Laboratory (Bar Harbor, ME, USA) and used at
8–10 weeks of age. Animal use procedures were approved
by the University of Michigan Committee on the Use and
Care of Animals.

Culture medium for DCs

Complete medium (CM) consisted of RPMI 1640
supplemented with 10% heat-inactivated fetal calf
serum (FCS), 0.1 mM nonessential amino acids, 1 mM
sodium pyruvate, 2 mM L-glutamine, 100 U/ml penicillin,
100 µg/ml streptomycin, and 5 × 10−5 M 2-ME (all from
Life Technologies, Grand Island, NY, USA).

Generation of bone-marrow-derived
DCs

DCs were obtained from a 5 day culture of bone marrow
(BM) cells in 10 ng/ml recombinant murine GM-CSF
(Immunex, Seattle, WA, USA) and 10 ng/ml rmIL-4
(Schering-Plough, Kenilworth, NJ, USA) as described
[19]. DCs were enriched by centrifugation on 14.5%
metrizamide (Sigma, St. Louis, MO, USA) gradients and
washed in HBSS, generating a cell population of more
than 90% DCs by immunophenotypic analysis [19].

Generation of retrovirally transduced
DCs from BM cells

IL-4- or enhanced green fluorescent protein (EGFP)-
transduced DCs were generated as described [2]. Based
on measurement of EGFP expression by flow cytometry,
more than 90% of DCs were consistently transduced [2].
IL-4-transduced DCs produced 10–50 ng IL-4/106 cells
per 24 h as defined by ELISA. IL-4 was not detected in the
culture supernatants of EGFP-transduced DCs.

In vivo anti-keyhole limpet hemocyanin
(KLH) response

EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs were cultured overnight
in CM with or without 50 µg/ml of KLH. The DCs
were washed in HBSS and 2 × 105 cells were injected
subcutaneously (s.c.) in the right and left thighs of mice.
Inguinal lymph nodes were harvested 5 days after DC
injection. Lymph node cells were resuspended in Click’s
medium (Life Technologies) supplemented with 1% heat-
inactivated mouse serum, and 5 × 105 cells were cultured
with or without KLH (50 µg/ml) in 96-well flat-bottomed
plates. Culture supernatants were assayed by ELISA for
IL-2 after 48 h, and for IFN-γ , IL-4, and IL-10 after 72 h.

Delayed type hypersensitivity (DTH)
assay

EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs were pulsed with 50 µg/ml
KLH overnight. After extensive washing, the KLH-pulsed
DCs (2 × 105) were injected s.c. into the right flanks of
mice. Eight days later, these animals were challenged
by s.c. injection of KLH (25 µg/10 µl phosphate-buffered
saline (PBS)) into the right hind footpad. The same
volume of PBS alone was injected into the left hind
footpad as a control. Footpad swelling responses were
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measured at 24 h by a blinded observer using a caliper
with consistent pressure (Mitutoyo, Aurora, IL, USA). The
response was calculated as the difference between the
right and left footpad swelling.

Cytokine assays

Murine IFN-γ , IL-2, IL-4, IL-10, IL-12p70, p40, and IL-
18 were assayed by ELISA using paired antibodies (Abs)
(BD PharMingen, San Diego, CA, USA) according to the
manufacturer’s instructions. Mouse IL-23 was measured
by ELISA using antibody and IL-23 standards generously
supplied by Dr. Robert Kastelein (DNAX), as previously
described [13].

Preparation of a mouse CD40L-
transfected NIH 3T3 cell line

A cDNA encoding murine CD40L was obtained from
pNGVL3-mCD40L (Vector Core, Center for Gene Therapy,
University of Michigan) and subcloned into the pRET6
retroviral vector [2]. The Phoenix A amphotropic packag-
ing cell line (provided by G. Nolan, Stanford University,
Palo Alto, CA, USA) was transiently transfected with the
pRET6-mCD40L construct using calcium/phosphate pre-
cipitation. The ecotropic GP + E86 packaging cell line
[20] was subsequently infected with filtered viral super-
natants from Phoenix A in the presence of protamine sul-
fate. A polyclonal ecotropic producer line was established
by selection with puromycin (4 µg/ml). Murine fibroblast
NIH 3T3 cells were transduced with filtered retroviral
supernatants from GP + E86-mCD40L and selected with
puromycin (4 µg/ml) for 3 days. Cell surface expression
of CD40L was confirmed by flow cytometry.

Culture of DCs

DCs were incubated in 12-well plates at a density
of 106/ml with rmCD40L-trimer (10 µg/ml, Immunex),
lipopolysaccharide (LPS) (1 µg/ml), or LPS plus IFN-γ
(1000 U/ml, Life Technologies) in the presence or absence
of rmIL-4 (10–50 ng/ml) or rmIL-10 (50 ng/ml), both
from R&D Systems (Minneapolis, MN, USA). To neutralize
IL-4, anti-IL-4 mAb (20 µg/ml, 11B11, BD PharMingen)
was added to some cultures. In some experiments,
DCs were co-cultured in 12-well plates with irradiated
(30 Gy) mouse CD40L-transfected NIH 3T3 cells plated
overnight at 2.35 × 105 cells/well. Culture supernatants
were harvested at 6–48 h and stored at -80 C until
analyses. For mRNA analysis, cells were lysed in Trizol
after 6 or 12 h of culture.

Semiquantitative RT-PCR

Total cellular RNA was extracted with Trizol in a
single-step method, and used for the synthesis of first-
strand cDNA with oligo-(dT)15 and reverse transcriptase
(Life Technologies). cDNA samples were amplified

using Taq polymerase (Promega, Madison, WI, USA)
in a thermal cycler (Perkin-Elmer, Norwalk, CT, USA).
Reaction products were analyzed by electrophoresis and
visualized by ethidium bromide staining. cDNA (1–3 µl)
from serially diluted samples was amplified for 26
cycles using primers for hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl
transferase (HPRT), and the amount of PCR product was
determined by densitometric analysis and plotted against
the sample volume. The amplification of cDNA was linear
in the range of the sample volumes that were used.
cDNA concentrations of each sample were normalized to
yield equivalent HPRT polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
products. The appropriate PCR cycles were established for
semiquantitative assay of each individual PCR product;
26 cycles for p40, 32 cycles for p19, and 36 cycles for
p35. The PCR primers used for HPRT, p35, and p40
were described by Kato et al. [21]. The following primers
were used for p19: 5′-GCTGTTGCCCTGGGTCACTCA-3′
and 5′-CTGGGCATCTGTTGGGTCTCC-3′.

Real-time PCR

Real-time PCR was performed using the iCycler iQ
detection system (Bio-Rad Laboratories, Hercules, CA,
USA) with a dual-labeled fluorogenic probe. The
primers and probes used (Table 1) were obtained from
Life Technologies and Integrated DNA Technologies
(Coralville, IA, USA), respectively. The probes for p35,
p19, and p40 were labeled with 6-FAM and BHQ-1,
and the γ -actin probe was labeled with HEX and BHQ-
1. Reactions were performed in duplicate in a 96-well
iCycler iQ PCR plate (Bio-Rad Laboratories) in 50 µl of
total reaction volumes with 1.5 U Platinum Taq DNA
polymerase (Life Technologies), 4 mM MgCl2, 200 µM
dATP, 200 µM dCTP, 200 µM dGTP, 400 µM dUTP, 1
U uracil DNA glycosylase, 0.2 µM of primer and probe
sets for p35, p19, p40, or γ -actin, and cDNA samples.
The PCR was performed as follows: one 2 min cycle at
50 ◦C; one 3 min cycle at 95 ◦C; followed by 45 cycles of
denaturation for 15 s at 95 ◦C and an annealing/extension
step of 1 min at 60 ◦C. The threshold cycle is the PCR cycle
at which an increase in the fluorescent emission above
the baseline signal is first detected. Since the values of the
threshold cycle decrease proportionally with increased
target quantity, they were used to determine the relative
cDNA amounts in each sample and evaluate levels of
p35, p19, and p40 mRNA which were normalized by the
quantity of γ -actin mRNA.

Results

In vivo primary immune reactions
induced by adoptive transfer of
KLH-pulsed IL-4-transduced DCs

To examine the potential of IL-4-transduced DCs to skew
cytokine production in primary immune reactions, EGFP-
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Table 1. Primers and probes used for real-time PCR

Target gene Forward primer Reverse primer Probe

IL-12p35 CACCCTTGCCCTCCTAAACC CAAGGCACAGGGTCATCATC (6FAM)CCTCAGTTTGGCCAGGGTCATTCCA (BHQ1)
IL-23p19 CCAGCAGCTCTCTCGGAATC TCATATGTCCCGCTGGTGC (6FAM)TGCATGCTAGCCTGGAACGCACA(BHQ1)
p40 TCAGTGTCCTGCCAGGAGG CAGTTCAATGGGCAGGGTCT (6FAM)TGTCACCTGCCCAACTGCCGAG(BHQ1)
γ -actin CGCAAAGACCTGTATGCCAAT GGGCTGTGATCTCCTTCTGC (HEX)TACCACCATGTACCCAGGCATTGCTGAC(BHQ1)

or IL-4-transduced DCs pulsed with KLH were injected
s.c. into mice. Inguinal lymph nodes were harvested
5 days later. Lymph node cells were cultured with or
without KLH and the culture supernatants were assayed
for IFN-γ , IL-2, IL-4, and IL-10 (Figure 1). Lymph node
cells from mice injected with non-pulsed DCs did not
secrete lymphokines upon in vitro restimulation with
KLH. EGFP-transduced DCs pulsed with KLH induced the
activation of cells secreting IFN-γ , IL-2, IL-4 and IL-10,
while IL-4-transduced DC favored the development of T
cells producing lower levels of IFN-γ and generally less
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Figure 1. T cell cytokine production by lymph node cells
from mice immunized with EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs. The
transduced DCs were incubated overnight with or without KLH
(50 µg/ml). The s.c. injection was performed in the right and
left thighs of mice with 2 × 105 cells, respectively. Five days
later, inguinal lymph nodes were harvested and cultured with
(shaded bars) or without KLH (50 µg/ml). Culture supernatants
were assayed by ELISA for IL-2 after 48 h, and IFN-γ , IL-4 and
IL-10 after 72 h of incubation. Data are the mean ± SEM of
duplicate cultures. Lane 1, non-pulsed EGFP-transduced DCs;
lane 2, KLH-pulsed EGFP-transduced DCs; lane 3, non-pulsed
IL-4-transduced DCs; lane 4, KLH-pulsed IL-4-transduced DCs

IL-2, but significantly increased levels of IL-4. These data
indicate that IL-4-transduced DCs favor the development
of a Th2 response in primary immune reactions in lymph
node cells. To examine whether the observed ex vivo
cytokine secretion pattern reflects the functional immune
response in vivo, a delayed type hypersensitivity (DTH)

assay was performed. Eight days after injection of KLH-
pulsed DCs, mice were rechallenged and examined for
footpad swelling responses to KLH. The extent of swelling
induced in animals that had received IL-4-transduced
DCs was approximately 50% of that seen with EGFP-
transduced DCs (Figure 2).

IL-4 increases IL-12 heterodimer and
decreases p40 production by
BM-derived DCs

We next examined the effect of IL-4 on production of
the heterodimeric IL-12p70 and the p40 subunit by bone
marrow (BM)-derived DCs, as determined by ELISA of
culture supernatants (Table 2). In these experiments,
BM-derived DCs were stimulated for 12 or 24 h through T-
cell-dependent (rmCD40L-trimer) or T-cell-independent
(LPS) pathways in the presence or absence of IL-4. IL-
12p70 levels were significantly increased by IL-4 in the
context of stimulation by either LPS or CD40L. In contrast,
p40 levels were decreased.
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Figure 2. DTH responses induced by EGFP- or IL-4-transduced
DCs. KLH-pulsed EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs (2 × 105) were
injected s.c. into the right flanks of mice. Eight days later, these
animals were challenged by s.c. injection of KLH (25 µg/10 µl
PBS) into the right hind footpad, or PBS into the left hind
footpad. The response was calculated as the difference between
the right and left footpad swelling. Data are the mean ± SEM
of five individual mice/group. The footpad swelling induced
by IL-4-transduced DCs was significantly (p < 0.05) diminished
compared with that induced by EGFP-transduced DCs
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Table 2. Effect of IL-4 on the production of IL-12p70 and p40 production by bone-marrow-derived DCs

(−) CD40L LPS LPS + IFN-γ

(−) +IL-4 (−) +IL-4 (−) +IL-4 (−) +IL-4

IL-12p70 (pg/ml) 12 h <20 <20 <20 120 517 1690 1750 5690
24 h <20 <20 <20 123 314 1330 1770 5900

p40 (ng/ml) 12 h 0.4 0.3 4.0 1.7 30.8 14.9 57.5 24.3
24 h 1.8 0.6 7.0 2.2 27.6 14.6 58.5 40.4

DCs (106/ml) were cultured for 12 or 24 h with rmCD40L-trimer (10 µg/ml), LPS (1 µg/ml) or LPS plus IFN-γ (1000 U/ml) in the presence of absence
of IL-4 (50 ng/ml). Concentrations of IL-12p70 and p40 in the culture supernatants were measured in duplicate by ELISA. The data shown are from a
single experiment representative of two identical experiments.

IL-4 differentially regulates IL-12 and
IL-23 subunit gene expression in
BM-derived DCs

To directly examine the effect of IL-4 on expression of
IL-12 and IL-23 subunit genes in BM-derived DCs, the
mRNA levels of IL-12p35, IL-23p19, and the common
subunit p40 were assessed by PCR (Figures 3A and 3B).
p35 mRNA expression was enhanced by the combination
of CD40 ligation and IL-4, but this enhancement was
inhibited by IL-10 at 12 h. In contrast, p19 and p40
mRNA expression was induced by CD40L alone, but this
induced expression was decreased by IL-4 or IL-10. To
confirm the semiquantitative PCR results, p35, p19, and
p40 mRNA expression was also determined by real-time
PCR using different sets of primers and a different house
keeping gene, γ -actin, and similar results were obtained
(Figure 3C). When comparing the results at 6 and 12 h, it
is evident that induction of p35 mRNA is more sustained
when DCs are stimulated by CD40L in the presence of
IL-4.

Increased production of IL-12p70 in
IL-4-transduced DCs

We next evaluated the effect of retroviral transduction
of DCs with IL-4 on production of IL-12p70 and p40 by
the transduced DCs. EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs were
stimulated for 24 h by rmCD40L-trimer, LPS, or LPS plus
IFN-γ and levels of cytokines in culture supernatants were
determined by ELISA (Table 3). The results were similar
to the findings observed in untransduced DCs exposed
to IL-4. IL-12p70 levels were significantly increased in
IL-4-transduced DCs by both LPS and CD40L stimuli,
compared with EGFP-transduced DCs. By contrast, p40
levels tended to be lower in culture supernatants of IL-4-
transduced DCs, especially after the CD40L stimulus. We
also measured IL-18, which could be produced by DCs,
and may play a role for Th1/Th2 immune responses [22].
IL-18 was not detected in the culture supernatants of DCs.
When CD40L-transfected cells were used as the CD40L
stimulus, similar results were obtained (Figure 4A). To
confirm the specificity of the effect of IL-4 on the
transduced DCs, EGFP-transduced DCs were cultured for
24 h with various concentrations of rmIL-4 in the presence
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Figure 3. Effects of IL-4 and IL-10 on the expression of mRNA
for IL-12 and IL-23 subunits in bone-marrow-derived DCs. DCs
(106/ml) were stimulated for 6 h (lanes 1–5) or 12 h (lanes
6–10) with rmCD40L-trimer (10 µg/ml) and IL-4 (50 ng/ml) or
IL-10 (50 ng/ml) as follows: lanes 1 and 6, control; lanes 2 and
7, CD40L; lanes 3 and 8, CD40L and IL-4; lanes 4 and 9, CD40L
and IL-10; lanes 5 and 10, CD40L, IL-4, and IL-10. (A, B) mRNA
expression of IL-12p35, IL-23p19, and the common subunit
p40 were measured by semiquantitative RT-PCR. (A) PCR
products were stained with ethidium bromide. (B) Data were
obtained from densitometric analysis, and all values were
further normalized by HPRT PCR product. (C) Real-time PCR
was performed as described in ‘Materials and methods’. Levels of
p35, p19, or p40 mRNA were normalized to γ -actin mRNA level.
The y-axis in (B) and (C) corresponds to a scale of arbitrary units
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Table 3. IL-12p70 and p40 production by EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs

(−) CD40L LPS LPS + IFN-γ

EGFP-DC IL4-DC EGFP-DC IL4-DC EGFP-DC IL4-DC EGFP-DC IL4-DC

IL-12p70 (pg/ml) <20 <20 30 600 150 2280 1630 7070
p40 (ng/ml) 0.6 0.6 6.3 4.2 37.3 25.6 63.7 53.1

Virally transduced DCs (106/ml) were cultured for 24 h with or without rmCD40L-trimer (10 µg/ml), LPS (1 µg/ml) or LPS plus IFN-γ (1000 U/ml).
Culture supernatants were assayed in duplicate for cytokines by ELISA. The data shown are from a single experiment representative of five identical
experiments.

of CD40L-transfected cells, and IL-12p70 and p40 levels
in culture supernatants were determined by ELISA
(Figure 4B). The results revealed that rmIL-4 augmented
IL-12p70 production, but diminished p40 production
in a dose-dependent manner. Additionally, when IL-4-
transduced DCs were cultured with neutralizing anti-
IL-4 mAb, IL-12p70 production was decreased and p40
production was increased (Figure 4B).

Differential gene expression of IL-12
and IL-23 subunits in EGFP- or
IL-4-transduced DCs

We also determined mRNA levels of p35, p19, and p40
in EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs treated with rmCD40L-
trimer and assessed by both semiquantitative RT-PCR and
real-time PCR (Figure 5). As expected, p35, p19, and p40
mRNA expression by transduced DCs was induced by the
CD40L stimulus. IL-4-transduced DCs expressed higher
levels of p35 mRNA but lower levels of p19 and p40
mRNA, compared with EGFP-transduced DCs.

Exposure to IL-4 during activation of
DCs suppresses IL-23 secretion

To confirm that IL-4 could directly and specifically
suppress production of IL-23, BM-derived DCs were
cultured on 3T3 cells that express CD40L, and 48 h culture
supernatants were assayed for the IL-23 heterodimer by
ELISA. IL-4 at 10 or 50 ng/ml substantially suppressed IL-
23 production, an effect that was prevented by inclusion
of neutralizing anti-IL-4 mAb in the culture medium
(Figure 6).

Discussion

We previously reported that DCs genetically engineered
to express IL-4 inhibit established Th1 responses
in an experimental model of autoimmune arthritis
[2]. Expression of MHC molecules and co-stimulatory
ligands for T cell activation was not affected by IL-
4 gene transduction, but splenic T cell production
of IL-4 in response to anti-CD3 was enhanced after
administration of IL-4-transduced DCs [2]. The present
study further examines the functional characteristics of
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Figure 4. Effect of IL-4 on the production of IL-12p70 and p40
by retrovirally transduced DCs. (A) EGFP- or IL-4-transduced
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with CD40L-expressing NIH 3T3 cell lines. Closed circles,
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tralizing anti-IL-4 mAb. Concentrations of IL-12p70 and p40 in
culture supernatants were measured in duplicate by ELISA

these unique cells. We hypothesized that immunization
with antigen-pulsed IL-4-transduced DCs could induce
Th2 responses in vivo in primary immune responses. This
study supports that hypothesis since KLH-pulsed IL-4-
transduced DCs preferentially induced the activation of T
cells programmed to secrete IL-4. Moreover, DTH reaction
induced by IL-4-transduced DCs is significantly reduced
compared with that seen with control DCs. This change
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Figure 5. Differential mRNA expression of IL-12 and IL-23
subunits in EGFP- or IL-4-transduced DCs. The transduced DCs
(106/ml) were stimulated for 6 h (lanes 1–4) or 12 h (lanes
5–8) with rmCD40L-trimer (10 µg/ml). RNA was extracted from
cultures of EGFP-transduced DCs without stimulus (lanes 1
and 5) or with CD40L (lanes 2 and 6), and from cultures of
IL-4-transduced DCs without stimulus (lanes 3 and 7) or with
CD40L (lanes 4 and 8). (A, B) mRNA expression of IL-12p35,
IL-23p19, and p40 was measured by semiquantitative RT-PCR.
(A) PCR products were stained with ethidium bromide. (B) Data
obtained from densitometric analysis are shown and all values
were normalized by HPRT PCR product. (C) Real-time PCR was
performed and levels of p35, p19, or p40 mRNA were normalized
to γ -actin mRNA level. Data is displayed as described in Figure 1

in the strength of the DTH response may reflect down-
regulation of the secretion of γ -IFN by IL-4 and/or other
regulatory mechanisms.

Cytokine production is one of the most important
mechanisms by which DCs determine the direction of
T cell immune responses, and DC-derived IL-12 is critical
for induction of primary Th1 immune responses [22–25].
Injection of distinct subsets of DCs, pulsed with antigen,
preferentially induces Th1 or Th2 responses in mice, in
a pattern that is clearly associated with their capacity
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Figure 6. IL-4 inhibits IL-23 release by DCs. DCs were co-cultured
for 48 h with CD40L-expressing NIH 3T3 cell lines in the presence
of the indicated concentrations of rmIL-4, and in the presence or
absence of neutralizing anti-IL-4 mAb. Concentrations of IL-23
heterodimer in culture supernatants were measured in duplicate
by ELISA

to secrete IL-12 in vitro [23–25]. Distinct subsets of
human DCs, DC1 or DC2, which have different capacities
to produce IL-12, induce the in vitro differentiation of
naive T cells into Th1 or Th2 cells, respectively [26].
Previous studies have demonstrated the role of IL-4 in the
regulation of IL-12 production by activated DCs [15–18].
Initial work documented an inhibitory effect of IL-4 on
the production of IL-12 by mouse splenic DCs stimulated
by anti-CD40 mAb [15]. However, more recent work
has demonstrated that IL-4 enhances IL-12 production by
mouse splenic DCs treated with various stimuli [16], and
by cultured human monocyte-derived DCs stimulated with
CD40L [16–18]. During initial stages of DC activation
by infectious agents in vivo, IL-4 induction of DC IL-12
production may help to initiate Th1 responses, while
later in the course of T cell priming IL-4 induces a Th2
response [27]. We focused on bone marrow (BM)-derived
DCs, since their use for immunotherapeutic approaches
is being explored. Our data supports these recent results
by demonstrating that IL-4 strongly increases secretion of
IL-12p70 by mouse BM-derived DCs, either untransduced
or retrovirally transduced, in response to CD40 ligation
or LPS.

Semiquantitative and quantitative mRNA analyses
clearly show that expression of the IL-12 and IL-23
subunits is differentially regulated by IL-4 for each
subunit. The data from semiquantitative and real-time
PCR assays yielded very similar results in this regard,
despite some minor quantitative differences. Our results
demonstrate that (1) IL-4 up-regulates IL-12p35 mRNA
expression in DCs in the presence of a CD40L stimulus;
(2) CD40 ligation induces expression of both IL-23p19
and the common subunit p40 mRNA, and both of
them are down-regulated by IL-4; (3) IL-10 inhibits p40
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mRNA expression. Considering that IL-4 enhances IL-
12p70 production and the p40 subunit is more abundant
than IL-12p70, p35 expression is therefore the limiting
factor controlling production of IL-12p70 by DCs. This
conclusion is consistent with results observed in another
APC, human monocytes, stimulated with LPS [28,29].

IL-4-expressing DCs induced Th2 responses in lymph
node T cells that were exposed to antigen in vivo, and, in
our previous study, inhibited arthritis in the CIA model
[2]. It is of particular interest that both of these effects
occurred despite the potential of IL-4 DCs to produce
increased levels of IL-12. It has been thought that IL-4 is
dominant over IL-12 for effects on T cell differentiation,
since addition of IL-4 and IL-12 together induces Th2
development in vitro using T cells from a TCR-transgenic
mouse [6]. Our data suggest a dominant effect of IL-4
in vivo, but could also reflect decreased production of IL-
23. Since IL-4 down-regulates mRNA expression of both
p19 and p40 subunits that form IL-23, we hypothesized
that IL-4 directly decreases the production of IL-23 by
DCs, and confirmed this by ELISA. IL-23 is known
to stimulate IFN-γ production by T cells [13]. If DC-
derived IL-23 cooperates with IL-12 in the development
of Th1 responses, the stimulatory effect of IL-4 on IL-12
production may be offset by its inhibitory effect on IL-23
production.

Recent reports have suggested that IL-12 is not always
required for generation of Th1 responses, as long as
IL-23 is present [30,31]. In a murine EAE model, p35
−/− mice remained susceptible to CNS inflammation,
but IL-23-deficient mice were resistant [32]. Direct pro-
inflammatory effects of IL-23 on macrophage function
were demonstrated, as well as effects on generation and
function of Th1 memory cells [32]. Moreover, although
both IL-12 and IL-23 also act on DCs themselves, their
effects on DC function are distinct, with IL-23 uniquely
able to shift the outcome of antigen presentation from
tolerance to immunogenicity [33]. The effects of IL-23 are
mediated through the IL-23 receptor, which includes IL-12
Rβ1 as well as a distinct IL-23R subunit [34]. Transgenic
overexpression of IL-23 p19 leads to a fatal, multi-organ
inflammatory process [35]. In human psoriasis, IL-23 is
expressed more strongly than IL-12 by lesional cutaneous
DCs [36]. IL-23 has been reported to markedly up-regulate
T cell production of the pro-inflammatory cytokine IL-17,
an effect not duplicated by IL-12 [37]. Taken together,
these reports emphasize that IL-23 may have a dominant
role in initiating Th1 immune responses and related
inflammatory pathways. This notion is consistent with our
present findings that DC IL-12 and IL-23 gene expression
and cytokine production respond in a divergent manner
to regulation by IL-4. This differential regulation of IL-12
and IL-23 by IL-4 could be unique to DCs, since IL-
4 coordinately down-regulated both IL-12 and IL-23 in
virus-activated macrophages [38].

In some systems it can be shown that priming of IFN-γ
producers still occurs in the presence of both IL-4 and IL-
12, although IFN-γ production is inhibited by the presence
of IL-4 [8]. Indeed, our results show that IL-4-transduced

DCs still induce a DTH response, although its magnitude
is significantly diminished compared with responses
induced by control DCs. Therefore, DC-derived IL-12
may limit the ability of IL-4-transduced DCs to control
Th1-mediated autoimmune diseases. Suppression of IL-12
production in IL-4-transduced DCs might result in more
potent immunoregulatory effects. Further modification of
DCs, such as treatment with aspirin [39] or with IL-10
[40], or transduction with both IL-4 and IL-10, could be
considered.

In summary, this report provides additional information
regarding the functional profile of IL-4-transduced DCs.
Our findings show that IL-4-expressing DCs induce Th2
responses not only in the CIA model, but also in primary
antigen-specific immune responses. Our data also indicate
a distinct regulatory role of IL-4 in the differential
expression of IL-12 and IL-23 by DCs. Therefore, the
mode of action of IL-4 in vivo may be more complex than
previously appreciated, encompassing the influence of IL-
4 on APCs, including DCs, as well as on T cells. Supporting
this notion, some Th1-type inflammatory diseases can
be exacerbated by IL-4 treatment [41,42], and DCs
transduced with an adenoviral IL-4 construct accelerated
allograft rejection [43]. Furthermore, defective Th1
responses were recently demonstrated in IL-4-deficient
mice [44,45]. Further understanding of DC biology and
the immunoregulatory roles of cytokines such as IL-4,
IL-10, IL-12, and IL-23 will be necessary for rational use
of cytokine-modified DCs for human disease.
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