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\ THE NEW SEGREGATION :

A PERSPECTIVE ON AGE CATEGORIES AND SOCIAL CONFLICT

Given all the current clamor over youth, teenagers and
tile like, it is with considerable hesitation that I add yet anothér
statement to the confusing cauldron of polemics. At the same
time, I feel it necessary to do so, for I have become a bit
disturbed by the emotional stance taken by -the people who
talk about youth. Commentators, or even researchers, on the
topic seem to feel so strongly about it, tb be so close to it,
that they have been unable, I think, to achieve the emotional -
and social distance necessary for adequate understanding. It
éeems, indeed, that those things that are most in need of dis-
cussion come often to be the most confused and least understood
of matters. There may even be a tendency to talk about important
topics so much that we become saturated, baffled, -and bored,
and finally, give up.

Despite my concérn over the way in which otherwise dis-
passionate scholars, especially, can be exercised about the
topic of youth, I want to try to approach the "youth question"
from the point of view of a bemused and amused, but intrigued,
outsider to tﬁe debate. From such a distance it is hopefully
possible to argue that the.issue of youth is only an empirical
instance of some very general social processes that have to
do with far more than merely youth or even age. From such a
distance one can try-to surmount the idiosyncracies that arise
from thinking largely in terms of popular labels and one can

perhaps raise general considerations relevant to, but far more
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general than, the topic. By so doing I hope to show again the
merit of the famous platitude that the longest way around may
be ﬁhe shortest way home.

In order most-effectively to achievg, first.-distance
and finally, closeness, it will be necessary, at the outset,
to introduce some very abstract and remote or seemingly
irrelevant. topics. These apparently remote conceptions involve
an.understanding of the notions of a éocial category,;df.cate-
gorical clusterings and of pivotal categories. - Focusing-in
éoméwhaﬁ more, it will be .necessary, second, to discuss age as
a social dimensién and the-chqracteiistics of age categories:
in particular, the.categdries,of child, teenager,-youth, and
early, middle.aﬁd'l;teAadult. rTbird, and finally, I will,

\

from the .distance so developed, focus directlylupoh_What“might

—

be called "the. youth ghetto", and discuss adult conéeptions,of,
and practices toward, ‘it; conduct within it; and interaction
between‘it;and categories of adults.

SOCIAL CATEGORIES

The Dividing Species. We may begin with the observation

that there-exists a most peculiar species of'animal-whose most
distinctive}characteristics‘include, among. other  things, the
following: It walks on its hind legs,*uses symbols énd is
extraordinarily sensitive-to what the other animals of its kind

think and feel about it.: This animal is further distinguished .
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by, and very pecullar 1n, the -assidousness with which it feels.

a need llngulstlcally to des1gnate objects in the world.: So
1tuis-that~thls-creatu;ewhas a~category with wh;ch 1t des;gnates.
its~general kihd.of object and~uhich serves . to set it off from
all other objedtS-in‘the.world The -more esoterically in-

cllned of these- anlmals label the general category. homo saplens,

while the more. mundane dub the category merely' manklnd" "human-
beings"; ' people -or, that vestlge of male supremacy, "man".

Thiseanimal~1S'not satisfied, however, with simply setting-
itselfveff.from all the othef‘kinds of objects in~the world.
Nor is .it satisfied with- the- enterprlse of maklng fine dlS-
tinctione among- and between. all the .objects that fall out51de
its own general category. No, thlS animal, wh;ch:callsﬂltself
man, or mankind, engages also>in making‘distinctions.uithih the
eategory~of;its‘host genéﬁal kina.

One of,theumore;popularfgubdivis;ons is based on differential
plaqe-ih,what,is‘identified-aSMthe repgoductiye cyele; The -
dimension of sex:is thus divined and-there arises a division between
theicategorieszof qmaleu{;gd~"femaie". A secohd'very widespread
division-identifiee~the amount of time human- objects have
ex1sted and divides: manklnd on the dimension of age. There are,
thus, categorles such as#"chlld" "adolescentft Yadult”, etc.
the SpelelC terms‘dependlng upon who is doing the discriminating
and designating.

Because-.it is -possible for selected combinations of people

to produce .other people and to. cooperate in managing their
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joint young .products-and, moreover, -to.cooperate ' in the task..
of- sheer survival,:ﬁherg exisfélyet,anqther basis‘fdf further
division of mankind, this time along'the:dimension of their
biological;relationships to.one-another,‘.There are, thus, :.
dategories of family or-kin position. - Many. units of kin:
occupying- adjacent ground ﬁay c6me.to'see that particular
territorY;aS-reasonably”and lggit;mately "thei;s",,séttingvit
off  (at least~symbolicallyl from all»otﬁer pieces of ground on
the planet, . As sbme“kin groués come to domiﬁate other kin gfdups,;
the<ciaimed»area may grow qguite large, relative to the total space
Qn thé._.planeta Or, 'it may be quite small, yet be seen as equélly-
crucialy5ésf forgexample,.with_units such. as. neighborhoods or-
eVen»city blocks. ' Our animal may even-get ﬁo
feel that the:iocati0n10f one's‘residence on the planet is a-
cfucially important‘dimensioﬁ élong-which to distinguish:cate;_
gories of territorial-habitationl.

| Such a. territorial category éf mankind, settled in a place .
for a long. period of time, may: even come to feel that it has
some Speéial way of.life;thaﬁvdistinguishes "my.kind of people"
from all the rest of the people-in the world, There can thus arise-
a aimenéion called; "culture", . and various categories of it.

In moving around. on- the pIanet,ndifferences in specific
definitions -of sex, age, kinship and territory may be seen as
associated wi;h»diﬁferences in thée color or form of the surface
casing of the animal, and . another dimension along which to divide
kinds of people~in the world appears; one sometimes called "race"

or "ethnicity".
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The~process,of-extracting.sustenance-from the .surface .of -
the.planeta(or’from~other’peOple)-may place‘these two-legged
animals inlrelations to one~another~such~that‘it is felt
reasonable to.divide the: general category yet agaln, this time

along the- dlmen51on of how the materlals necessary for phy51cal

_surv1val are: assembled . Such de81gnatlons may- be called jObS

or- occupatlons and in- some: soc1et1es may-run into thousands upon -

thousands of dlstlnctlve categories. Such categorles, themselves,
have differential capacity to. assemble resources. Some seem able
to command the obedience of many.of the other animals.  Thus:

there can grow up a dimension-of;difference7~designated by this
animal with categories.suchxas the .more wealthy and»the less
wealthy; or,the-richland.theApoof, |

R This species of animal, then, is that kind of crepture that
1s constantly leldlng itself 1nto categories of "kinds of
people" along dimensions such as sex, age, kln, territory, culture,

race, ‘work  and materlal resources,

Categorical Clustering. Having complicated its world by
discriminating all these®and other dimensions and designating
numerous' categories along them; this peculiar animal. then tries.

to simplify its worild again-through the process of clustering:

selected categorles of some of the dlmen51ons. So it is that a

51gn1f1cant proportlon of the species feels, for example, that .

.anlmals of a'certain category of the dimension, -race, shouldl_

reside .in certain.categories of- the dimension, territory, and

should assemble ,sustenance by occupying themselves with:certain-



categories‘of-the dimension work. More particularly, some of-
the ‘species feel that what are-called- whltes" should reside
in "nice" nelghborhoods and make a., 11v1ng from some' of -the
"cleamer ‘kinds of work; and correspondingly, other categories
of_racerhave,their appropriate other blaoes,and other categories
of work. |

‘ Or, some of the species may- feel that  certain categorles
of age are most approprlately clustered w1th certain. klnShlp
categorles and- w1th certain occupatlonal categorles. ‘When' these.
presumed proprieties of .clustering are breached, comment and
perhaps-punishment,are»undertaken~aega means of -forcing these -
erroneouslyAclustered-instancesvof the -species back into a
propergor-acceptable,cluster'of displayed categories. We see-
such a conoern‘on‘those occasions:when-newspapers, for~example,“
‘deem;as newsworthy, thesfact that.ﬁwo married sixteen year olds-
are publlshers edltors of a townAnewspaper.l . 0r, when it is.
deemed- newsworthy——even to the extent of requiring an accompanylng
plgture——when'a.l6vyear old girl marries-a 62  year old man,
thereby-becoming 'stepmother to flve, grandmother to another five.
and a great- grandmother ;2"

These and,numerous.other occurrences are .seen as news, and

as worthy and.in need of reporting andvcommentvbecause-they
violate shared conceptions:of approprlate categorlcal clusterlng.
Such cluster. v1olatlons are also, of course, objects-of:many.kinds
of punishment--the reason, I suspect, that the 62,year old husband

just mentioned felt it necessary to tell reporters, "We'll make



a go of it if theytleaveAus=alQne." While these age-kinship-
examples -are in amsense;”triVia;;:they~illustrate;the fuﬂdamental~
principle of categorical“clustering'.3

If- categorles are clustered .we can conceive the possibility
that a large number .of- categorles along the most: fundamental
dimensions can pile upon- one.another, as 1t were,-creatlng;
a.newdor;derived‘elass of‘the\epecies,'magkind,"out of the coin=
cidence of.categories.. Thus,,in-aﬂgexaggerated case, “the humane
animals:in the,categotyuimhiérant (on.the dimension nativity) can
be-almestdexclusively of a~pa;ticular.category:of.race or ethnicity
and.alse;almest~exc1USively of.low«education.1-They can be also
almostvexclusively‘those.Who~eccupy;certain territories~(say,
innergcityiareas);.a;most exclusively those who. work .in--low-paid,
unskilled jobs or who are ﬁnemployed- and almost-exclusivelyvthose;
who practlce a\glven category of rellglon and/or culture.,

Such a SLtuatlon is emplrlcally rare, but .in - -that- terrltory
called America, this extreme. of- categorlcal clustering has-some--
times. been . approx1mated.4

Pivotal.Catego:y.A When the categories of a set of dimensions

begin,, empirically; to pile upon one:-another--that is, to‘clustef—e_
this peculiar'animal-not‘only perceives and comes to expect the
clusterlng but lt 1ntroduces a-further simplification. - One of .

the categories of the dimensions-so piled up is singled out and
treated publicly as thelr_most,lmportant and significant feature..
It.defineszthe character. of those animals whose categories are.

so .clustered. -That is, there comes to be a pivotal category that.




defines "who those people are!, socially- speaking. Indeed, as

we shall see, the singled out pivotal category may have "ascribed

to it a Cag$él'f9;06j it may be seen;as reséonsible for "making"
the animalé the way they are on theirmotherAclustered-categories,

Through:. time and acfoss societies, what particular catg—‘
gories:havelbiled upon onehénother'or have clustered seems to
have‘variedvconside#ably;_and,utheréfore, so_héve.the particular
categofiestsingléd~out.as piQotallyidefining»human animals .to one
another., |

Nationalized Pivotal:Categories.. What category is defined

as pivotal is, of course, a. function 6f specific,; defined .situations"™

and the social organizational -units of reference. within which.

human- animals are encountering one another. A person momentarily
situated within a;work‘settiﬁg.may«be3pivotally defined as a
worker, 'The-séme~person,shifted to a family,-péliticalnor—
religious setting, may, in them, be pivotally defined, -respectively,
aé:a>spousé‘or faﬁher,;politician orgbéliever@ Iﬁ.these“examplésx
the;social organizational units of reference are érganizations(and
the categorieszétﬁributed1as pivotél derive frém the designative;
framework of the-cofresponding setting. |

Under. some- conditions the unit of reference with.which a

large proportion of the'population defines one another- in specific

encounters comes to be.the society-at large. Thus, -in contemporary-
America, if the male just mentioned .is,. say, Negro, and in-a

racially-mixed work setting, others are not likely to pivotally

define him as worker but as.a Negro who happens incidentally to '




be a worker-as well.

Those pivotal categories which permeate .a wide variety of.
concrete 'settings--are used by a very high prqporﬁion of the
p0pula£ion as a basis upon which they pivotally identify--and -

which are “in conflict with one another may be called, natioenally

dividing dimensions and .pivotal categories.' .Pivotal categories
which are activated as a basis for organizing action and .conflict-
in. only a few settlngs and are- drOpped in other settings, or

permeate a varlety of kinds .of settings only in some.confined

‘part.of the population;,-might be called localized pivotal cate-

gories.

In the short hlstory of .America there has already been a
succession of dlfferent natlonallzed dlmen51ons and pivotal.
categories”aroupd which division and conflict have “been organized.
Onlyggoing back to:theAmiddle,of'the last century, we see; in
succession, -the nationalized dimensionuof-territefy.and its
nationalized pivotal.categories,:Northerner and Southerner; the-
natienalized-dimension-of income or work and.its nationalized.
pivotal eateéories, cap}talist and worker; the nationalized
dimeneion of matiVity andAits nationalized pivqtal-categories,
immigrant anapnative—born; the natienalized dimension.of sex

and its nationalized.pivotal categories, suffragette (female)

and male;,the’naffonaiized dimension- (more recently) of race;

and its nationalized pivotal categories, White and Negro.

Although a variety of nationalized dimensions.of cate-

‘gorical conflict may be taking place at any given time, it would

seem, from these examples; that one or another nationalized
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dimension becomes more or less Erima;zfin.a given period and a
Variétyuof.other dimensions of conflict are-assimilated te the
prime'nationalized”dimension, Thatﬂis, alliances are formed for.
the purpose of a single bésis of conflict. Thus, in the
Northerner-Southerner case, the»agricultufal—industrial;-slaver—
non:sléyef; states-right-federalism categories. became assimilated
té.a dimensign of,fef?itg;y and its categories. ’ |

If.oﬁe or‘anotherﬁgétiéﬁalized»set o% pivotal  categories
is likely to%be a»ErimarX basis of»éonflicfvduriné a given .period,
there is raisedAthé question of-hdw'one or another specific:set
comes to‘ﬂaye this - primacy. That is, one-can assume there is
always some prime dimension of conflict——some~érime,'nationalized,
pi&otal*categoriesf—and inquirexinto,thé_conditions under which

a particular dimension comes' to the forefront.

While this is the most general.question to pose, it is not

V my.purpose here to explore a generalized:answer. It is my

purpose, rather, -to.take the question and its conceptual context:
as ‘a' framework.within-which to‘viéw.some contemporary trends on

the basis"of:which.tentatively to project what might be the next
nationalizedidimensioﬁ whose éiVQtal categories are, for Americans,

the foremost bases of .conflict.
CATEGORICAL CLUSTERING AND AGE

At this time, I am inclined.to think that the current.

piling up of categorical sharing strongly suggests that the
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dimension of age. (and the categorles it prov1des ) -is becomlng,4

or w1ll become, our next 1dent1ty and .conflict- equlvalent of

<Southerner and. Northerner, capltallst and worker, 1mm1grant

and ' natlve stock" Suffragette and male, Whlte and Negro.
Let;melpolnt to some of the ways- in whlch this new. kind

of'piling,up is occurring,,referringlflrst to the age category

ofuyouth;

Territorial;Clustering-and Youth. 1) If a dimension is to
. prov1de plvotal identities, it is-highly facilitating to have ‘it

plle upon. or c01nc1de with terrltoryr While territory. itself

imay become - the dlmenSLOn of prOtal 1dent1f1catlon—-as with
Northerner:SOutherner;.USA—USSR;—very‘often the~sharing of
terrltory;willafacilitate‘the public.articnlation of some other
category~thatahappens to coincide with a particular territory.:
One wonders, for example, whether the categories Capltallst-
Worker, 1mmlgrant natlve ‘born, Negro—Whlte, would have been so .
natlonally plvotal if they had not also been founded upon,eachi
opp051ng category hav1ng 1ts own terrltory. In these terms,
one-might suggest, also, that the Suffragettes, inicontrast-with
the groups mentloned above, ‘were - never able to escalate sex .
categorles as. prOtal 1dent1t1es and bases of confllct to the..
extent'that~they“m1ght have.w1shed because- every major plece of*
terrltory they occupled was- ma551vely 1nflltrated .by males.

Relatlve to"age in American technologlcal society, we may
note that the. coincidence between it .and territory. is pro-

ceeding apace-and is most spectacular-in .the host communities of
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the'everfexpanding multiversities. Into many- of -these
communitiés in recenﬁ;years,~there»ha§e thronged liferally.
tens .0of thousands of what we mightgcall~zggggrehgman animals
ranging-in_age.ffom‘lgte teens to middleAtwenties.‘ Because -
the poiitical powers have.opted for the model of' a few-large
educational institutions, rather than mqny_small{ones,~"cities

of youth" are being created. The populations of some of them.

'now»approachﬁor_surpaSS 40 thousand and the end is.not yet in

sight.  Apparently some institutions even. project enrollment
figures .of 50 -or 75 thousand within-the not. too distant future.
Already, for;example,~thirty per -cent of the popuylation of

Ann Aﬁbor; Michigan.is composed of youth, or more precisely,

students at the University of Michigan:. They. are nof,”however,'

digtributed evenly:thfoughout the . city . but a;e‘concentrated'étA
its center, around the uni?ersity. As the current high rate of.
apartmenﬁ constrﬁction continués and as the university expands
about a thousand studenﬁs a»fear; one can envision the day when
the\éntire;center»city of@Ann-Arbofawillvbe coméosed almost ,
exclusively. of human beings in their late teens .to middle'
twenties. This trend:is“fostered~in~no”small measure. by the
enormous, rental rates-in the center city which are likely £o.
continue to rise and.which force other ége'categories.into_the
suburbs. ) |

2) Thrust. upon communities typically unpfepared for- their
arrival; a significant proportion of the-foUth in these .

territories live crowded together in- inadequate housing or
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equally crowded together in new, but rent gouging apartment
buildings. Indeed the current circumstances of student living
coﬁditions—-high density, crowding, bad housing and rent gouging--
remind one of the living conditions and explbitation of the
immigrants in New York'and Chicago in the éarly part of: the
century and of the Negroes in thoseﬁ(and,other)‘citigs;somewhat-
later. Ghetto land-owners come to think of  the ghetto area,‘ag'
one owner of‘aparﬁment buiidings~in Ann Arboi has put -it, "A
real estate paradise."

: '3) Also'simiiar~to1early.immigrants-and-later Negrées;
the'youth piled into these ﬁerpitories_have.low incomes, a.fact.
which further serves to differentiate them from the surréunding
population. Lacking the considerable amount of .excess resources
necéssary.to paint-up and fix-up their dwellings, youth, as.did
immigrants  and as.do Negroes, come'to,have_puﬁlicly,identifiab1e1-'
that~is, "sloppy and shoddy"-—piaces.of;habi;atiqn; And, like
6ther_low~incoﬁe peoples, . past and}present,;they_rént-rathgr-
than-buy dwelling spacé; |
}- 4) Faced with uncertain employment and-residence futures=-~
actually a certainty that they”will,hé§eito'move—-youth iﬁ-thesea
territories do“not, to any'significant degree, .develop
identification with idcal social institutions-that .precede
their -arrival--the pre-existing local political ofganizations,”
churches, business organizations, etc. As was said. of" the.
earlier ghetto dwellers--thej "stay with their own kind" and
participate.in informal and formal social organization dominated
by. others of-their own. category.

Such piling up of categories makes for, I think, the-
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possibility-of~ghettos Very similar to those-that'the~dominant~
populatlon worried about in: connectlon w1th Itallan,glrish

and POllSh 1mm1grants some forty .years. ago and the kind that
we Stlll worry about' today in. connection w1th Negroes.

Only~now, instead of dubblng them Itallan, Irish' Polish.

~ or Negro ghettos, ‘the domlnant sectors .of the populatlon may

well “-become - concerned about "youth. ghettos" and all- the social .
processesjthathsurround;cencern-over‘ghetto areas are l;kely
to begin;, Indeed,hthey have begun7;as,1<shallfsuggest in -a
moment. : v. | |

Territorial~Clusterings-andether;Age,Categories? First,

however we must pursue.theiobvious implication-thatﬂcategories-
plllng up. in one. klnd of terrltory means- that other klnds of -
categorles are likely to be plllng up in. yet other terrltorles.
If youth are being- terrltorlally segregated thlS _obviously
means~thatﬂthey~cannothbe 1n.some;other places. - |

| These other‘places.are of egual.interest:for in~them;reside
the -sectors of the: populatlon who w1ll be. engaglng in concern.
over - youth ghettos.

Concom1tant»w1th the rise of youth'ghettos,“has been a
growth of- rather age—homogeneous bands of terrltory .ringing
American c1t1es. These are the: well~known suburban tracts,
many neighborhoods- of which have a rather pecullar character.’

In some- of them one flnds a populatlon composed almost

exclusively ofuwhat.we»mlght call -early adults—rhuman‘anlmals

ranging . in-age, ‘roughly, from late twenties to late .thirties;
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and children--human animals below the,age'oﬁ about twelve;

Mlddle adults--humans, early forties to late fifties; and late

adults--humans, 51xt1es and older; and teenagers are 1n a. dec1ded
minority, -in. many cases, -hardly: present at all.

Plled upon this. age category of early adult and-its coin-
cidence with a terrltory, -one finds . the employment .and .financial
state known as struggllng or ‘"being on the«wayvup " Thep
neat oW houses of early- adults market:in-the 15 to 25 thousand
dollar range. . Deep in installment debt, the;r llves»areﬂcentered
onuthe‘family‘unit:' They-are concerned~that“politicians treat
them~kindlyfvthat'is,'that—taxes should bevkept down. And.they’
arevlikelyntéﬂhave votedwfor Goldwater, ”

In other suburban- tracts, one finds a. population- tomposed

'almost exclu51vely of middle adults (fortles and flftles) -and’

teenagers. The neighborhood.is largely und;sgracedaby~therpresence

of children, -early adults or late adults and the neat row houses-:

of -the middle .adults market in the 25 .to 50 thousand-dollarAand

up range. In large .measure the ‘middle..adults -have- passed their
"struggling;.» They-have; in some sense, arrived.

Indeed, “there woulduseem;to—be-evolv1ng.a-patternnwherein
an age sex-unit .of early adults establlshes 1tself in an--early-
adult: nelghborhood "its members.spawn their- offsprlng and- then,
at the; approprlate age, -move . to a-middle. adult terrltory.

In this way, age-sex- unlts are-always able -to be: w1th their
"own kind", terrltorlly_protected from the.contamination of
cqntact-with*many»other-age—categorles.‘ Teenagers,:especially-

are usually able to.be with their caresponding age-category mates. :
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They- can- be - uncompromlsed by entanglements w1th chlldren,.
early adults .or- late adults,

Although all-of- thlS is- only a tendency at- present, At
would seem to be a grow1ng tendency and one whlch ‘assumes-
addltlonal 51gn1f1cance in the.light of the already more

_pronounced terr1tor1al~segregatlon of,late;adults. :We_are'all

well aware -that- persons of sixty. and: over——often described with
‘ pollte euphamlsms such .as "senior c1tlzens"-—have begun to
"assémble in spec1al bulldlngs in 01t1es, Spe01al neighborhoods -
'w1th1nusuburbs and, indeed, in SpeCLal-areas of*the nation.- It.
is apparently the case that 51gn1f1cant portlons of -Flerida, .
Arlzona and Southern Callfornla are becomlng somethlng like the
states of late. adulthood, Piled upon -these. categorles of age’
and terrltory ‘are others, such as the marginal or- unemployed
4.state, often called retlrement";g Spec1al,krnds,of ‘legislation
have,developed«for this ageagroup,-defining their monetary
rightsrandéduties-and relating even.to theupossibility.ofotheir;
marrylng one. another.. | |

The Future’. Among these six categories of.age, . two,f-

youth and late- adulthood --are already- proceedlng toward highly.
pronounced territorial. segregatlon with the concomltant—
clustering of .yet other- categorlcal sharlngs around their-
respectlve ages -and- terrltorles._ The -remaining four are already
spllttlng-lnto-two sets of two’ eachr Early-adults are-still-

terrltorlally llnked to chlldren and-middle -adults are Stlll

'terrltorlally 11nked to teenagers..
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However, the territerial link between middle-adults' and
teenagerslshows signSaof;weakening,mgiyen thewabsorption that -
teenagerS'haveﬂinathe cultureuthat~centérs on the high—schoolt
While-teenagersimust still«share~a»household with middle adults
and face school -and - other Spec1allzed keepers of teenagers,
they are- ach1ev1ng a rather well. deflned and domlnated set-of -
territories spread throughout communltles. These 1nclude the -
school_itself; drive7ins;and‘the-like.SJ Thiszseparation-is;
llmited,:however,=in;a-way-somewhat'slmilar.tobthe~way in whioh;
the territorial~integrity of theASuffragettesswas-limited. -While -
both had .or-have spec1al terrltorles, these were or are .not
large areas from whlch persons of other categorles could or can.
.be, at least‘lnformally, excluded

Nonetheless, ‘this-: partlal terrltorlal segregatlon ex1sts
_and is- deepenlng Combined w1th the propen51ty of early adults-
to.send thelr chlldren to school at ever. earller ages, one-can
wonder.if these remalnlng two sets of two categorles (early
adults and children; mlddle adults- and teenagers) w1ll not
themselves .territorially lelde.ﬂ- |

Perhaps it is net: entlrely unreallstlc, fanC1ful or
wh1m31cal to suggest that there .may-come: a day when- children
are- almost: entlrely segregated under the superv1s1on of child-
rearing specialists. Perhaps.parts of -say, -Nevada, Utah,
Wyoming or Montana, could beigiven<over-to.the~tash~and
designated as Children's étates.':dnder such circumstances,

early adults- could devote themselves- exclusively-to the struggle
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-ofjmaking it to the next neighberhood. The.increasing»numbers
~of college~educated female-early adults who now mourn'the
dlsuse of thelr talents and the 1ncompatab111ty of chlldren “and
career, would be free more. actlvely to participate with- thelr
male- partners in the -climb up.

L1kew1se, the. separatlon of- teen —agers into teen- c1t1es,
very much. like the develOplng youth ghettos, would free their
middle  adult parents to part1c1pate more 1nten51vely in the.
social and polltlcal machlnatlons of - the occupatlons in: whlch
they have now- come to power. |

Segregation, after all, has its.attractions as well as its
limitations, Given the~already>strong tendency for~childreniand
teenagers (indeed, for all the ageécategories)-to;group together
and -to-prefer-.one anotherls”company, these youngest categories
may-well- in the future, come. to demand the same-kinds. of
terrltorlal .rights now enjoyed by youth and late adults.

At. present of course, they are still rather domlnated by their -
respectlve age-superiors in terrltorles run- by, and fundamentally
belong1ng,to, thesessuperlors. ,Equal justice for-all mlght~well'
be3construedfin-the futureito'mean-that~each age categoryphin}
cluding;children~and teenagers, has_a riéhtato_its own piece of.
ground. | .

At .such a future time, -arguments areealSO»likely.to.arise
for - the efficiency and effectivenessvof specialized;age
territories for children and‘teenagers. In the same way that- the

family~-oriented. cottage industry and the "putting-out system" .of



industrial manufacture -collapsed in the face-of competition by

the superior effectiveness of centralized industrial'process,
so too, the last remaining cottage 1ndustry-—that of - produc1ng
persons—-mlght well falter in the.face .of" harsh Crlthlsm of.

its 1neff1c1ency, its w1dely varlable standards of- productlon

and its excessive rate of rejects.- Although phrased in-
dlfferent terms, many educators are, 1n_facth already -making
exactly these- cr1t1c1sms. | : |

Any,cons;deratlon of divisive forces must, however, at the
same time;~consider forces that limit the division.: There. 1s,~
after all; a- strongfldeology that adults should love their
chlldren, teen-agerswor‘youth and-thatuthey should. devote*
personal attention to them. .Persons in the Various'age—
categories are still highly linked, .despite  geographical
separation.' Even youth stlll-havevparents and know that they
will- one day move. 1nto the older. age-categorles.

It lS nonetheless ‘too easy to overemphasize.the 1mportance
of such llnkages, -for youth in- partlcular, as the-slogan. "den't
trust anyone over thlrty“ forcefully suggests. Parents may be
llnked to and love- thelr youth. but they are- Stlll capable of
susp1c10n, rejectlon and dlstrust of them.' They-can feel de-
famed and.betrayed;by them. As ageecategory segregation.
deepens, .as more youth go to live'in youth ghettos and come.
under the influence of the- spec1al klnd of llfe carrled on, there, -

we should expect an-increasing proportion of.parents to feel that

all. the effort. they put into Johnny or.Mary‘was for mnaught.and
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to ask themselves; "what. dld I.do wrong’" of course,‘they'
dld nothlng wrong, unless .one counts as w:ong\thelr WLlllngness

to 'send’ thelr youths to college and to allow .them -to- re51de in:

‘youth ghettos.

Some Social Sources,of Age—Ca_.tegory--S_egregatione .In order-

to reasonably . understand the social sources or._causes of'age—r
category. segregatlon, a detailed analysis of at least the last
seventy years of American hlstory would be requlred Systematlc
comparisons with- s1mllar and dlfferent developments in other
societies would be. indispensable.. I will here,-obyiously,}onlyx
suggest some very.gross_and_very proximate:forces'promOtlng_ “

6
age category segregatlon°

First, there .is the rather pecullarly Amerlcan guldl gJFn
conceptlon that the least expensive and most eff1c1en+ tech—_'
nologlcal alternative.in progectlng actlon is .the. "best"
alternative. It seemS'tozbe~cheaper and more\efflclent to:eXpand
un1vers1t1es and: create.glant new ones, than it would be to:
construct and staff a multltude of small ones,. It seems to be4
cheaper and more efficient to build tracts of;similarly prioed"-
houses on an assembly llne basis than to- intermix; variously

priced houses on a. custom-basis,- It is.believed to be cheaper

housing adapted to their."needs", likewise built on an.assembly

line basis. Specialized -organizations and occupations are-most.-

cheaply-.and efficiently provided for each of these age categories, -

if each-of-them is massed together in-a single area.- Professors -
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are more easily. provided.for youth; schools are more easily
provided for children and'teenagers;iand medical specialties-are
mote,easilyAprovided for late adults,

Second, ..there are:the requirements,»or;rather,»lack of them, -
of :a teohnolOgical.economic.system. DeSplte all the. demand for
technlcal personnel ex1st1ng in some sectors.of: the economy, the’
larger fact.seems to be. that there are 51mply not enough occupa—
tlonal slots in. that .economy to absorb any: s;gnlflcant pIOporL*on
of. the, hordes of youth and .late . adults existing within the
populatlone In terms of economic nece ty, youth and late
adults- (as well as- teenagers and chlldren) are surpilus populat;on.
That-is, a basic condition permitting them to. congregate in their
own‘grounds‘ls that the vast bulk of- them are notuneeded, anyplace, -
toApe;form.economicAfunctions,z‘ | |

One way»to:manage«youth ,in'particular, is to develop the
conceptlon that they requlre advanced training or education if they
are- - to- partlclpate eventually in the. technologlcal economyO‘ This
conceptlon is given teeth by actually requiring educatlon" as a.
condltlon of. employment, -a condition- Wthh propels an -ever in-
crea51ng proportlon of these youth--some forty pexr cent of them
or about six mllllon bodles at _the present time--into colleges.-
and a. proportlon Jnto youth ghettoscg

The. surplus - is- eased out, at- the other end through the
development‘ofgthe.conception that people are not really very
good workers ‘after about,sixty or so, and.should,;for their own

good and enjoyment, give up useful -employment.
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If age-category segregation is conduced by forces such.as
these, and many others, we can also see that ence begun:.it.comes .
to have a _dynamic of its own.. Seeing less and less of oﬁe
another, it bécomes more difficult. to know how to interact
comfortably acroés_age—category¢divisions: Having less practice.
and experience in it, -early aﬁd middle adults, for example, come"
to_bevmdre‘uncoﬁfortable about interacting with those lété adults -
they do encounter, and likewise for interactional relations among
the other age-categories.- Such diffiéulties, in turn, .proveoke
more;mﬁtual avoidance and an increaéing éonstrigtion of topics
about which they might.have common-inﬁérest. Haviﬁg bégun-to,
segregate, ‘a process of ,spiraling or increasing isolation across

the age-grades is set up.
THE YOUTH GHETTO

Let me.-shift, -finally, to a direct focus.on-the youth ghetto.
I-will discuss,'igiorder,'relations of adults to this territory,
conduct within- it and some aspécts of:interaction between'the two.

| These topics are appropriately conceived.in terms that we
might use inndiscussipg<other,.more,familiar, kinds'df ghettos. ,
The more familiar ones have, of course, historiéallyAbeen based
upon :religion, ethnicity.or.race. However, certain kinds of
social processes seem relatively common. to almost all ghettos, age-

category ones included.
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Adults-and-Youth Ghettos; A condition of territorial-

‘segregation whereln a varlety of: addltlonal categorles -are piled

up, promotes a’ 51tuatlon of low. 1nformatlon flow from. the- ghetto

to the surroundlng terrltorles° When low lnformatlon flow oc¢curs
ln the context of a measure of suspacron, fear and dlstrust the

1nformatlon most.likely to.be: notlced remembered and circulated

by'persons~1n extra-ghetto territories is that~whichlis~dis—*
credlting-or defaming. Adoptlng the po1nt of view of susp1c1ous,~
fearful and distrustful persons, 1t is altogether reasonable for:
them to, be attuned to discrediting information- from the ghetto:
such-lnformatron serves to put-them-further on guard to protect
themselves. : | ) |

1) . One type of defamation takes~the form of imputing to the.

plvotal category 1n question a w1de range- of - personal falllngs,

often felt to be caused by the: plvotal category itself. Non--
ghetto. dwellers build up in .their minds an imputed personallty
of -sorts that is .believed to be characterlstlc of the- partlcular
ghetto dwellers, the- partlcular plvotal cafegory.7

In recent years we have ‘begun to see- the development of - the
rudlments of. an- 1mputed ghetto personality of.-youth, or,.more
narrowly, of students. Adults, the superordlnate-category:intthis,
case, seem to have begun.the process of-noticing, remembering, and
relatlng a varlety of klnds of lmputed personal features of this-
latest.stigmatized category,r
| One hears it commented that "they" are boisterous; they. have

no respect .for property, -they work.irregularly and drive recklessly.
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They—throw garbage*out of their.windows, ;and break.-bottles. in.
the. streets and on.the srdewalkse They lounge7in an-unseemly
fashlon on balconles, dangle out of w1ndows and congregate in
public thoroughfares. They accost strangers on . the street with
arcane’ prOpOSltlonS.a They gamble all nlght fail to pay. shop—
keepers and landlords, Shopllft and- engage in. rlotous drlnklng
sprees.“ They hang around -on- the streets, jaywalk talk in a
loud and crude:fash;on in publlc-places and live in dlsorder and
filth. They. let their. dwellings run»down,‘liying like "animals",
crowded .six and seven. together in small- apartmentsa They have
loose sexual. behav1or .and fall to keep their bodies and clothes
properly scrubbed and ordered. They engage 1n crime. Theirf
women. have no. shame but- dress scantlly and recline - suggestlvely
on. lawns or around bulldlngs. They are reSLdentlally unstable,‘
always mov1ng, frequently leaving ‘the landlord or even their-.own
klnd in the-lurch. ) | | | |

Y Establlshments which cater: to their pecullar tastes are
dlmly 1lit and outfltted in outlandlsh decoro: Obscene slogans
and. wrltlngs and plctures are-. llkely to be found in. their- stores,
espec1ally the book: shops.;

Whlle yet ,scattered and~relatively‘uncrystallized as-a

personallty poertrait: of -youth. ghetto re51dents, there " would seem

to be here- already the elements of the classic portralt of

falllngs, attrlbuted to ghetto dwellers throughout Amerlcan
hlstory. ThlS portralt has- typlcally included--as it does. here--

the -elements oftlazinessh irresponsibility, hedonlsm, lack . of
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pride in property or personal appearance, ‘promiscuousness, -
deviousness and family and employment'ih'-sta'bil_ity° We are.
currently most familiar with this bortrait~of.imputations
relative to Negro ahd Spahisthmerican ghetto dwellers,  but.
essentially the same kinds of imputations were once made-ot
for example, the, Itallans and the Irish before thelr ghettos
dlslntegrated Indeed, where ghettos based on these- latter
prOtal categorles per51st the process Stlll goes - on.8” Such
failings-were: 1mputed also 'to “laborers" or working men dur1ng
the- struggle for unlons in Amerlca.9

The similarity between ‘the imputations now beginning to be-
made to. re51dents of youth ghettos and- the imputations, made.at one
or another t1me to re81dents of Irlsh Itallan,rNegro-and Spanlsh‘
American ghettos suggest. con51derable contlnulty in. the portralt
of 1mputed failings in Amerlcan society. Whlle the- partlcular
category. that bears the brunt of these imputations.has changed,
the imputationsuthemselves-continue»to be~with-us&

SUCh oontinuity,:desPite change in the particular pivotal
category that is thezobject of . the imputatiohs cohld,:indeed;

be taken-to-suggest the~social-necessity of a.stratum which is. .

believed -to embody all the falllngs so feared by the deminant .
sectors of the. soc1ety.< Such- an- embodiment of what most  people -

should~not»be seems always to be there, a vivid and living object-

lésson in the difference between good and evil. After all, if
everyone is good, ..how are-participants in a society to know the

difﬁerence between good and evil? It is perhaps through the
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dramatization of--evil, achieved by assigning. some sector of the::
society the»task of "acting it out", that the. remainder-of.the .
soclety'more easily- finds lt possible to be good. . The‘repository
category of evil provides "éood-citizens".with thefempirical
materials'needed in»makingiameaningful—contrast and inlgauging
the approprlateness of conduct,’?

2) In addition to becomlng objects of . defamlng 1mputatlons,t

ghetto- dwellers find themselves. the rec1p1ents of sPeCLallzed

processes of s001al control and recognltlon. .Such-efforts are
spec1allzed because, while- they are sometlmes descrlbed as though
they‘applled to.the.entlre populat;on,zthe.objects-of-the control:
and recognltlon are the- ghetto dwellers .in particular.

Although relatlvely rudlmentary as yet, -we :already see .such.
spe01allzed control and recognition efforts in, for example,
Ann Arbor's regulatlon prOhlbltlng students from- operatlng an
utomoblle anywhere in. the- entlre county: w1thout Spec1al university-
permlsSLOn. -New . Laws regardlng mufflers on- motor vehicles have
been-adopted,.andzalmed accordlng to the publlC dlscu551on, at
the'motorcyclesxof youth. (They are,“lt is said, terribly noisy).

Within the cqntext:of ghettoization, already existing controls
aimed especially at youth, take on new signiflcance; The military:
draft, ‘which falls with -special force on .youth, comes to be
defined'asla SpecialAburden°. Because of .the ambiguity over-
whether any one of them is or is not 21 years of age;, the pur-

chase - of alcoholic beqerages:becomes, typlcally, an,occa51on\for

an ID shakedown. In much the same way that Negroes in some parts
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of the country even. today- have to,worry about‘obtaining public
service, youth have ' to be-concerned over produc1ng a sufficient
amount.- of "ID" even. to ratlfy thelr minimal, standlng as .persons.
The treatment they receive at the: hands of bar malds .and .bar- ..
tenders and liquor store clerks serves well to communlcate thelr
spec1al plvotal 1dent1ty and- to communicate others' assumptlon
that youth are "llkely to. be llars < So :tooruthelr credit:
may-be.a matter for suspLCLon and the obtaining of -a telephone

may requlre a spec1al securlty dep051t" serv1ng organizationally

to 1mpute their untrustworthy personal character.

| And also similar to Negroes, ' employers are- w1lllng to offer .
many,youth.only menral unskilled jobs and reluctant to proffer-
employment w1th career or:developmental:possibilitiesd That- is,
employers dlscrlmlnate against-youth in terms of.whether' they
have‘made some kind of settlement w1th the military. If none has
been .made, reasonable employment ‘is dlfflcult to obtain. While
employers are~ent1rely'rat10nal-1n,thls, it censtitutes, from
the’ p01nt of view of youth a form'of_discrimination. | |

Youth become, too, objects of -special recognition- in. the

name‘oﬁ,nonﬁdiscrimination.{ A few radio stations,'for eﬁample,
have demonstrated their democratic. virtues by haying not only-
ethnic,and-racial radio~prqgrams; but-by .setting aside hours or
even days.,for youth programs. Radio stations in Ann Arbor not
only recognlze that area's special German past with "old country"
shows, but at- least one ‘station gives over Saturday to student

"ethnic radio":. The youthful announcer for- that .day refers to
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Ann Arbor as "student city“.l;

Eventﬁally most ghettos rouse the moral sentiments of the
dominant»populatibn,to the point that a special corp of helping
and rehabilitative personnel are recruited and deployed into the
areas. It is the mission;éf these.per§onnel_to reduce  the’
number of horrendous things that go on there.and to make the
residents straighten up and be good citizens.

While this kind of missionary activity, on any significant
scale, may lie far in the future in relatioﬁ to youth ghettos, .
one can discérn its beginnings in such~enterprises as the "campus
ministry" -and in fhe.expansion of psychological counselling fof
those youth who are students. |

If and when there comes to be-a "war on youth. ghettos", and
even federal programs for such, these»missibnafies will no doubt
follow the classic pattern of previous ghetto forays.. They are
likely to be more concerned with adjusting people to their lot:
within the:existing. structure than wiﬁh considering- alternative
modesnof.social;organization. |

3) Informatidnal,inaccessibility~and fear and suspicion of

ghettos promotes, in addition.to defaming stereotypes .of imputed

personal features and: specialized control, a special revelationary

literature..

This literature is centrally  oriented to the question, "What
are X (the pivotal category) really like?" Whether the "X" has
been Southerners, workers, Suffragettes, immigrants, or of late,

Negroes, the popular press has frenzied itself with efforts to
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"inform" the.dominant-sectors of the society what is "really"
going'on, -What, of late; is hhappehing"; ’SuCh popular revelations
promise -us .an "inside view"’ofathe ihnermost;sections:and horrendous
events of the ghetto.. Complete'with the most‘grim or most
biZarre of photographs-and:drawings;~such revelatiohs oftén lead
the reader to believe that not only are: hlS worst: susp1c1ons true,
but things are even worse than- he had thought

While ;we are most familiar w1th these popular revelaticns,
historically, ‘in connection with iﬁmigrants.and:ﬁegroes,ﬁa similar
kind of presentation is now beinghmade”about-youth; One'of~the
most-recent,~put out by-Look the contemporary master.of the

popular revelatlon, is called Youth Quake.l2~ Retailing. for one -

dollar, 1ts cover: features a blurred psychedellc -like. photograph

of youth-on a dance floor in "W1ldly coloredldress,“presumably”
wreathing under  the sounds-emltted by a muslcal,group."The

front page text promises-to:tell us; among,other thihgs,;"WHAT'Sf
HAPPENING;;,Turned ohgand‘Tunedgin;;;Teeny—bOppers;_Hippieso.;
Sunset-Stripnto:WashingtonuSquare.;;Couversatiohs parents never
hear-—Sex,;Drugs,~God,:Mora1ity, Success;-Mod-and Mini...Psychedelic,
Lights;.;and¢much,much¢moreﬁ. | «

It should be noted that popular-revelations of ghetto life are-
not entirely negative in character, Whlle there 1s a large element’
ofpindignation.and "tut—tutting"; it is perhaps most accurate to
say¢thatuthese revelations.contain-a;mixture of horror and
romantic fascination with "people .who live that way". Evil, after-

all, must have its attractions=--to. be -natural--, otherwise it would-
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not be so popularo;s Nor would the.dominant.categories of-a
societyﬂhavegtO'pat so much energy into eliminating-or holding it
in check.. |

.It.is in part suoh»romantiq fascination that, in the past,
made Harlem such. a lureffor whiﬁe Manhatten residents-and toufists.l4
Indeed, historically,.a variety of kinds of ghettos-have come~£o>
service the .vice  needs of the populatlon at- largeee Youth: ghettos
will. perhaps also come to service. the demand . for.vice,

Parallel to the‘growth_of populap revelatlons,and'lagging~
behind;them"somewhath there begins to be_produced.aboat ghettos  a

much less titilating but- probably more accurate body of -schelarly

revelati0ps, - In historical succession,;soclologists, for.example, .
haveioroduced,aa~enormoge=body ofimaterials on immigrants (now

no longer read by much of anyone but- hlstorlans of the field) and
on. Negroes,-under the rubrlc, "race -relations".. They are now
"getting. hlp"tO the - youth thing" and theascholafly out—pou:ing;
has" begun° Orlglnally called 'juvenile;delinquencj" in.the

fifties (when~therelwere,large amoﬁnts,of money-to be had for
research on that) the caption has been expanded to "youth".

Highly indicative is a-recent well:received collection of writings.

called the Handbook of Modera.Sociology;.which has- a special chaéterg
on "Ppsition and Behavior Patterhs of Youth", wi?hout'a~corres— |
ponding- chapter on any,,other'agexcategory;15
Interestinglyienough; the theofetioal debate common to the
sociological literature on immigrahts, Negroesragg'youth is the

question .of the degree to which they-are "really" different or.
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similar .te the rest of society. 1In all three bodies of materials,
séme people argue-that- "they" are. significantly different in some
fundamental fashion. This position ié3oppo$ea by theorists who
choose to eméhasige~different facts, in the direction of saying
that the~catégory is, fundamentally éimilar. The debate has
focﬁsed;Ain particula:,:around'whether tﬁe-ghettoized.category-

16

has a.distinctive culture, or "subculture".

The urge to produce such- revelations inevitably gives rise

to the phenomenon- of ghettplsgies,'persons who either»afe per-

mitted openly to hang around iﬁ.the ghetto‘of‘who-actually pass
as "one"--whatever -the "one" in question. The .spies of‘popular-
revelations areaofteh reportefs ongassigﬁment, but ‘quite often,
also, free lancers, "as wés apparently the_casé with race—ghettéz

spy JohnAG:iffith,'authqr»of-Black_LikeiMe,lj‘ Paul Goddman is

perhapsnthe,ieadipg yoﬁth-ghetto spy among a wide range- of persons
who- have tried to get in.on this new kind of.ac_t~.l8 Perhaps - the
uitimaté»in ageréategory spying has;, however, aiready been achieved
by that. 33 .year old lady who,ciaims that-"Iuéassed‘as a Teenager".
As always, the scholarly~revealers ha&e lagged behind in getting
out their own spies, but they are beginning.to catch up.

Ahd,'as has occurred relative to previous ghettos, some
members.of the dominant pivotal category defect to "the other
side":_ In ﬁhe same Marxian manner.in which some of the.egonomi;
elité arejsaid to see the "true" direction of history. and defect
to ﬁhe'workers, or that some whites defect to and take up the

Negro cause, we are now beginning to have age-category.defectors.-

19
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Edgar Friendenberg is perhaps the leading exemplar- of- such..

defectionczo-

Cpnduct“in Youth~Ghettqsﬁ In attempting briefly to
characterize what happéns within ghettos, £hemselves, we must
keep in mind two previously discussed points.. First,~the piling
up or é;ustéring of devalqed categories in a given territory is.
iﬁ‘factataking place. SeéQnd,;this.factual clustering is perceived..
(ho&everydimly) by . the surrounding popula¢e and becomes-a basis |
" upon,which all -manner of additional-failings are imputed, Takén

together, factual clustering.and the additienal imputations form

the situétion of. the ghettqite.

Two significant features of .the situation of the ghettoite are:
l. extraordinary exposure to others of "his own kind" and cerres-
pondingly.limitea exposure -to persons of "other kinds"; 2. limited
objective:possibilities for establishing a stable life style,
priﬁarily because of low income which is, in turn a. function of-the
imputations”and.pracﬁices of disreputability madérof "his kind" |
by thé»surrounding populace.

The situation of-.the ghettoite-is conducive to or "ready
made for" familiar strategic-lines of adaptation-or response. " I

will mention two well-known strategies of adaptation appearing

frequently in.all ghettos. and which-are now appearing in youth’
ghettos.

First, it is possible, and rather reasonable, for the ghettoite

to accept the just mentioned facts of his situation and to accomodate

to them. He can come.to believe that the imputations made- and
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treatment accorded to:his_category-by,thefdominantksectors of
thegsociety are'in:.a significant:ﬁeasure true;preasonable»and
justified. While.he‘views.theseAaS'sad facts; he nonetheless’
accepts;them'as“valida‘ The“impntations:of-the ways in which he
dlsplays personal falllngs become. Ehgn a ba81s upon:which actual
and -new- items -of - "personal: fallure are“predlcated. (The.irony--
here, of .course, is that such new- personal falllngs are perceived..
by the domlnant categorles and become the basis upon whlch they;
ln thelr turn, predicate .more.- intensive lmputatlons -and dis-
criminatory practices. . That treatment, in its turn, feeds back
to the ghettoite, -etc.) |

Under conditions.of low inceme and almost.exclusive
exposure to oneis;"own? stigmatized”kind,and an uncertain
residential futnre, and~indeed’ an uncert-ain«futur-egenerally,‘it_~
becomes: reasonable to relax one's efforts at a conventlonal
personal appearance and to- relax one ‘S . efforts to maintain a-
conventlonally clean, well kept and orderly household |

We-are, of .course, famlllar w1th.the-relaxatlonzof-personalw
and household ‘standards in ghettos based on ethnic or- racxnl
plvotal categories. And we are.famlllar, too, w1th 1mputatlon
sometlmes made as to why:. these standards are relaxed. Among*the
most.popular;has been the-notlonxofua special "loweryclass" or;
"Negro'personality" which causes personal and;household disorder
and;dirt, | | | | |

However., exactly.the same pattern of .persenal -and household

dirt;zoccurs---in-.zouth,ghettos° The youth found to display, this,
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pattern are drawn largely from- mlddle -and- upper middle. class
a4
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. Xa: ol Ea%-ghetto 51tuatlon%q As mentloned Jthe ghetto s1tuatlon
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is one of hlgh exposure: to one's .own klnd low 1ncome, and un--_
certalnty of . res1dent1al and general. future. Exposure almost
exclus1vely;to:one\s own'kind reduces the -felt need for "respectabie"
presentation. ‘Low income makes respectable-presentation extremely
difficult to accomplish, Middle class.people are insufficiently
appreqiative of the-very high teotal cost of the tools and machines,
paint, repair-materials;and furnishings necessary to the .rehabil- .
itatien~and'maintenance of .a "respectable" household. This is
espec1ally the- case where oneis, attemptlng ‘this. in-what is

alreadz a ghetto dwelllng. And, of course,.an uncertain residential
and general future renders .the entire effort: unreasonable :in the

first-place., If .we are to understand this pattern ‘of ghetto

11v1ng, then, ‘'we are better. advised to- scrutlnlze . the character1st1cs~
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of“the»ghetto situation rather than the personal characteristics-
of whatever- category of- people happen to be-found there.

Second, whlle the- majorlty of ghetto residents seem to
"take it" and a proportion drift into the first"pattern,la-
mlnorlty refuse to. accept thelr 51tuatlon ~and pro;ect a more
actlve strategy of response. : Co—mlngllng in the. 1nten51ve fashion-
now-made possible and necessary,: there begln to crystalllze among

some ghetto dwellers, new and unusual ideologies whlch purport to

'explaln and interpret .their partlcular situation and,- typically, -
.also to.describe. and explain all thevrest of -the world. Members"
of . the human,speciee whorlivelin@the ghetto situatiqn seem
particularly likely to spawn and.beiattraeted'to}ﬁew and unusual
ideolbgies that'apevcharacterized by mgmbers of- the dominant-.
society as."radical", "bizarre", ."peculiar" or."fantastic"
Ghettoites~are particularly likely to so occupy‘themselves
because-ofalack of ~exposure -to the more moderate and modulatlng
categories -of. persons who might convince them of other- realltles,u
because of-the stigmatizing imputations they face;- and beqause
of the objective depri&atién and social ekclusion,unéer which -
they labor. .. | '

The.éeneral«class of active ideological responses to the
ghetto situatiqnaitself divides into two_types of directions, which
even eometimes;compete with one-another for adherents. -One type,.

which-might be called the .political response, defines'the-ghetto

situation,ahd'other,sectors of society in-.terms of relatively

immediate measures that can be undertaken to better the.lot of
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ghettoites-and perhaps even the.life of the entire society.. We- .
are, of course, quiteﬁfamiliargwith.this,relative;thNegro ghettos
and the variety of civil-rights.organiéations that seek to make
this er that concrete change in the social order. The sugéestion
here,mhowever,«ie;thet-we can best .understand what is.called

"The New Left", meaning most'prominently,-Stedents-for Democratic
Society; as a'movement rising:oﬁt of the'youth‘ghetto in exactly.
the same way: polltlcal movements have, historically, risen out or;
other klnds of .ghettos.

If-the ghettoization of youth continues, we should expect to
see the rise of a. varlety of kinds of-other political responses,.
many.of  them more-limited and moderate. than SDS. , Already there
are: attempts to organlze renters and to register student voters
in: order to.increase their. polltlcal power° There :may come a. day,i
1ndeed when some cities w1ll flnd that thelr politics revolve
around the voting-strength of various age-category ghettos, in the
same way that Chicago politics has leng revolved around ethnic
and racial enclaves.

The.other-tyée of "more-.active" ideological response is.
considerebly”more sweeping,innthe scope of its.projeqted;change
in:the sgciel order; but ironically more passive in the. degree
to .which it'seeks te make-ehanges in that order. I refer to the.
Verlous retreatlng and . utoglan, -not-untypically, religious, -
responses which involve withdrawing into-highly distinctive
residential enclaves, . often within ‘the ghetto, -and living out:

therein a life-that is.considered perfect and ideal. The outside
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world is.seen.as sinful, demented, deluded, decadent or otherwise.
in -need of: revolutlonary change.4 Except for,~perhaps some efforts
at- maklng 1nd1v1dual converts, such utoplans do not-directly.
attack-the social order, The_mostgfamous»instance~of-thiswtype of
response in oonnection with Negrolghettos has,-of course,sbeen
Father~Divine!s'Heavens,22: We -are w1tnessrng, I think; .
analytically ldentlcal strategy" of .response- in- the so-called-
"hippies" who have appropriated certain dwellings in youth. ghettos
as*their-utopian communities and who have even- moved -out to oreate
thelr own ghettos, as . in the Haight- Ashbury district of San Francisco,
Although yet lacklng a; widely acknowledged messianic leader (Leary
is apparently "out"), -their 1deology is remarkably similar to- that“
espoused by followers of Father D1v1ne, especially in the emphasis -
upon:"love g gOOd—Wlll and the ;decadence of thevlarger seciety. .
One other pattern of. response should be mentloned although
it has not as yet appeared in- the youth ghetto, at least not in

organized‘form;. This. is the. mllltant revolutlonary pattern,

exemplified by. the. Black Nationalists, or at least- those among, the .
-Black.Nationalists, whoqadvooateiguerrllla warfare and v1olent
subversion. .Butjperhaps_this.still-liesxin the future and will-
only-appear;if“youth ghettoization becomes very, extreme:

The possibility and v1ab111tz of the- mllltant revolutionary-
pattern, -and all- the other patterns-of:.response. are, .of .course,
crugially<undercut~byta fundamental ; feature peculiar‘to age-itself.
While people.-who are.identified inhterms of racial and.ethnic~

pivotal categories-.will remain instances of those categories.all
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their- llves, -youth. as- a.category: is 1mpermaneﬁti§ occup*ed It.
would.seem to be enormously difficult. to predicate.any" klnd of .
enduring. collective-action upon- a pOpulation of participants
that is continually leaving thefcatégéry;while others are .con-.
tinually arriving. In~the:end, that -feature ﬁust-be recognized

as  fundamentally debilitating to-organized age-category. conflict.

Age-Category Conf;ontatibﬁs.;'Nonetheless; cghflicts,betweeh
the age categories of a~more-limited but highly spectacular
character are;still possible, .and even likely,'unQer éonditions
of’youthlghettoizaﬁion.

Theiprime~meaning of ghettoization is,;as-mentioned,_the
piling up of all:manner-of categoriesiof1dimensions~that~ar¢
different'from the categories.of: the rest of‘the«sociéty A
prime effect. of this plllng up of categorles shared w1th1n a
territory and-little shared- across terrltorles, is - the decl;ne of"
routlne,'trqstful-relatlonsh;ps with individuals and Qrganizations»
in . extra—ghettb.territories.‘ Ghettoites are 1nten51vely and
routlnely exposed to other- ghett01tes, but .only. fractionally exposed
?1n.a routine fashion.to non-ghettoites.

Such a situation . of separatlon of categorles of people serves

éo create distance, in both the physical and. soc1al -senses, and,
therefore, to éngende: relative ignorance or lack.of information
as -to the intentioné,.plans,-ﬁotiveé and good or evil -will of the
—other,ﬁiVotal category. |

If there comes.- to be -an absence of cross-categorical .interaction, -

joint-problem solving, routine negotiation and the like, ‘there is
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created-within-both pivotal categories a condition of distrust and
fear of the opposite .category. This .situatien of.sepafation ahd.
ﬁherefore-distrust and fear spawned by ignorance is .to be .con-..
trasted with the kinds: of relations between social categories that
create: trust. and confidence and, therefore, soc¢ial stability. ”
'Cross:categbricalwtrust and:confidénge are most likely to prevail-
where there is .a high rate of relatively free- interaction,
relatively large. numbers of éommunicaﬁion channels "and prompt'
attention to grievances.which can easily benbréught.tq the. attention
of persons who will actuto»settle\disputes,in~é-just hanner.' A |
large”ﬁumber'of~c6mmunication links-between categories allows

each reasonably to present.its point . of view, its motives7'it$
plans,Aits intentions. While each category may not- agree with the;
other on such matters, each side .is ‘at-least relatively accurately
informed and_there is little or nolneéeséity fé; making all -
ménnérgof-surmises, guesses-and: imputations of the:motiVes and
plans of its opposite number,, quallymasAimportant,,in:pre—-
parlng such- cross-category revelations of its plans and 1ntent10ns,
each is conduced to modify its: persPectlve to order to make ‘it
more .acceptable ‘to.the opposite category. Concemitant with such
exchanges are personal friendships, informal ties, -personalistic
advantaées and pay-offs, and other more diffuse inter-categorical..
modes of compromising the involvement of persons in their own
category.. A tradition of-exchange. of views and negotiated.
settlements makes it more likely. that any action initiated by. one

side will be received in an atmesphere of trust. All these
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practlces make 1t less, llkely that any actioen- by either category
w111 be . deflned .as - fundamentally threatenlnga

We find prec;Sely-the oppos1te{obta;n1ng between - ghettos and
the. host. society. >The absence of:effective communication,g
co—optatioa and compromise-breeds, as noted, fear, susplclon, and
distrustt Such 'a situatien is- fertile ground for the spread.
of all manner- of. fearful and cynlcal rumers as to what- "the other
.side" is "really ~up te.: -In . the absence of reasonablellnformatlon,,
the.most gross,of cynical motives ,can be:and~are imputed: (cf:
the. slogan, "don't trust -anybody over-30“al" |

It is'in the situation of separation, ‘' fear, distrustvand~
negatlve»lmputatlons betweenwcategorles-that~annactiohainitiated.

by one. category can be defined as fundamentally threatenlng to the:

basic interest of the opposmte category.

If an actlon~1s defined as'a fundamental threat, then it is

reasonable to respond.to-this-threat.with a swift, decisive,

strong defense, The opposite category;which is the, recipient- of-

this defense thereupoh, of courSe, now feels itself .grossly
threateﬁed?‘ The recipient category, in order~to_protectiits7now
felt to be threatened fundamentalfiﬁterests,;reciprocates,with;its
own'swift,*decisiye,strong>defensec ‘The oppesite category is

now even:more'threatened~and responds in.kind. We_thus_have_what'
is- called the escalation of confllct -a processﬁthat is  the . |
jOlnt product of the:  two partles and a- process that seems: always
to, have\an amblguous beginning, p01nt unless;one-tracesAtheT

hlstorysof:the relat;on,all“the.wayibackito~the beginnings of the. .
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original categorical separationa23

Whére-the swift, decisive strong defense involves large.
numbers of -ghetto -persons acting in a non-routine manner in
pubiic-places,'it;is popularly.iabeled a demonétration,.riot or
collective othurst.zé' We -have ‘seen a ﬁumber‘of these :in-
cognection'with:Negro ghettos, It is in exactly the same terms
6f ghettoization—-the terms. of-separation, of fear,-of,distrust'
and of,high.pfobébility of-threét—-that,we can also best under-
stand. similar events occurring on-college.campuses;.that is, in
youth -ghettos. -

If youth ghettos have-already fired. their shot heard around .
the world, it was ‘probably the University of California, .Berkeley .
"demonstratiéns"i "disturbaﬂces";i"revolt“'or "revolution" of .
1964—65;, (Pick a label according to the preference of your age-
categorY). |

The well-known. events at Beikeley were only a spedtacular~
.episode in a:long. history of decreasing categorical sharing and.
the growth of a;relativeiy‘enclosed-youth ghetto aléng‘the
southern edge of'thé'Berkeley campus. The relations between the
two - categories--university. and yquthr—caﬁevfinally to a confronta--
tion-where gggﬂ;caﬁegory saw itself enormously threatened by the
other category. Each category saw itsélf as -rightly defendiné-
itself-against>the-threats posed by the other category. It is
indeed ironic that the. growth- -of Berkeley's academic- eminence in-
America closely corresponds to the growth of - the conditioens of

separation between youth and the university that laid down the-
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conditions;of;ignorance,ﬁanq fear, creating-the,possibilitylof.
youth and_ the university being.seen.as threatening te one anether.
Berke;ey!s;schoiarly and~research}eminenceﬁwere!purchased.at the-
price of relative indifference to,;and‘separation from, "its
almost 28,000 chargesc And, as theluniversity.learned,:the price
was much.higher‘than-it had been originally calculated,-vAlthoﬁghl
allowing at least onefquarter,oflthe;tenured;facu;ty in many
departments to be-on leave for research; (and a:large "in.residence":
proportlon on. psychologlcal leave) and allow1ng a large.-.propertien -
of- the teachlng“toabe,performed by youth..called teaching assistants .
is conducive to a world-wide reputation for scholarship, these-
practices,fwhen,combined;with~a wide Varietyuof:otner kinds- of:
indifference-and separation; are-incompatible :with;linking the’
cateéory-ofqyouth tOnthe-socialiorder.zs«
And even more'ironic,'where there has been little communication;
_co-optatioen-and. compromlse between: categorles, it becomes all the..
more. dlfflcult to lnltlate them. . Under condltlons of separation, -
fear, threat and defense, each: category comes,, 1ndeed Arather~
flercely to: pronounce its. refusal to compromlse what are-new
well articulated and ideologized prrnc1ples°‘_Thatwls,Athe existing
separationAtends to deepen andzsolidifyéinto,principled~inter—u
categorical oppositionni

| Universities-that embark -on- the Berkeley quest: for eminence, -
and. in  the - same manner, might be.apprised of the possibility that

there -may be a _youth. ghetto like Berkeley's in their-future.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

I have suggested.the-possibility that we may be.embarking
upon. a»éeriod in;the American experience when age-will~become,a
natlonallzed prOtal dimension around which.categories of .persons
are- dlfferentlated° I-necessarily imply that-a new kind of..
segregatlonjmay—be;afoot°
5 I.am,"of course, mindful of all those oft printed remarks, -
running back at least-to ancient Greece, -which tell us that almost
eve;y’generation;has'thought~thatﬂnew and -unprecedented (and
mos;-often~terrible) things were taking place among .its youth.

Such reprinted,expressions of alaxm'are intended to tell:us tnat
the:perceptiqn of .the unpredieated,ntypically of,tne decadent,
ls 51mply a . generational.. llluSlen .spawned by the fears of older.
persons.:: Whlle I-will make no. ]udgment .as - to .whether younger
generations were or are decadent, one can say that very. frequently
-there-has :in- fact been an enormons change in genoratlonal views
and’ practlces, -a change enshrlned most, recently.in- the trans-
formation,of western societies-into advanced, industrial, |
technolegical social orders., -. |

‘We should be prepared to_expect that the coming of this newest.
kind-of social order, might itself create a-wide -variety of likewise
new--types of categerical;segfegations, while -yet other segregations:
disintegrates So.far as IuhaVe-been@ble;to'determine,~phe current
scale.of the clustering of persons into territories on the:basis

of age is_.indeed"a new phenemenen-
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While the emerging primacy.of the age.dimension, and its

. categories, ~seems to be._new, . the social .processes.it follows,.

and-thatﬂfollqufrcn'itu arefvery:old and universal - While we
mayhhave'to,comelto ‘grips with a new content- and ~substance of
social- confllct we need not. at all despalr because we do know
something- about the character of the -formal..and analytic
processesﬁlnvolved,'and the concepts and prOpOSltlon appropr;ate¢
to ‘an understanding of it. .The prlmarv guestion becomes, . tben,
will this human- anlmal use such understanding - in:.ceping, w;th this
new and emerging basis of conﬁllct,~or,w1ll;it-stumble~througn‘
in;the»samefgruesome‘nannerfit'has done in the past; and play

out, yet again, the- palnful drama of. bllnd hostility?
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Our Time.
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people -are responsible for what follows-in.the sense of making .

it-more possible, they are not to be held accountable ,for the:
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course, also takes;plaée between fegions,of'naﬁions and nations.
themselves that are in conflict.

10. -There are-a variety.of;other "reasons" why a stigmafizea~
category may be socially necesSarygfor the ‘maintenance of a.
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pp. 198-200; "Loose Integratien:and Partial Autonomy." - See also:

David Matza, Delinquency: and Drift,; (New York: Wiley, 1964) , :
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may well be among. the few- that are found at all levels of social
organization. -See, for example,:"-William Kornhauser, . - The

Politics:of Mass Society, (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe,
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