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ABSTRACT 

Analys i s  of t h e  bases  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  cho ice  i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  more 

impor tan t  t h a n  economic f a c t o r s  i n  de te rmin ing  p a t t e r n s  of  

p a r t i s a n s h i p .  Among economic f a c t o r s ,  moreover, d i f f e r e n t i a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  realms of c r e d i t  and consumption i s  more impor tan t  

t han  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  economic produc t ion .  The 

absence of t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s - c o n f l i c t  p o l i t i c s ,  however, does  

n o t  l e a d  t o  a  s t a t e  of  p o l i t i c a l  consensus ,  because new modes 

of  economic d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  have emerged, c l eavages  based on 

earl ier  economic c l eavages  have p e r s i s t e d  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i c  

economic i s s u e s  have been r e s o l v e d ,  and noneconomic c l eavages ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a long r a c i a l  l i n e s ,  s t i l l  awa i t  r e s o l u t i o n .  
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THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF POLITICS 

S o c i o l o g y ' s  l o v e  a f f a i r  w i t h  Marxian models of s o c i e t y  

i s  over. '  Desp i t e  t h e  mon i s t i c  views of  p o l i t i c a l  pow& con- 

t a i n e d  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of M i l l s  and ~ u n t e r , ~  p o l i t i c a l .  soc io logy  

bas  moved f a r  from economic d e t e r m i n i s t  n o t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  

behavior .  3  

I n  a  more g e n e r a l  s ense ,  however, t h e  r o l e  of economic 

v a r i a b l e s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  remains undef ined.  Research seeking 

t o  r e l a t e  economic s e l f - i n t e r e s t  t o  p o l i t i c a l  involvement has  ... 
4 f a i l e d  t o  show s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e s e  v g g i a b l e s , .  -..- ."_. 

and t h e  argument h a s  been p u t  f o r t h  t h a t  i n  American p o l i t i c s ,  

tp,e r h e t o r i c  of economics has been adopted as a  "conven t iona l  - 

shor thand"  f o r  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  p o l i t i c a l  o r  moral .  5  

1. For a  s t a t e m e n t  of  Marx' impact  on p o l i t i c a l  soc io logy ,  
see Seymour Mar t in  L i p s e t ,  " P o l i t i c a l  Soc io logy ,"  i n  
Robert  K .  Merton e t  a l . ,  Sociology Today, ( N e w  York: 
Harper and Row, 1 9 6 5 ) ,  vo l .  I ,  pp. 84 f f .  

2 .  See e s p e c i a l l y  C .  Wright M i l l s ,  The Power E l i t e  ( N e w  York: 
Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  and Floyd Hunter ,  community 
Power S t r u c t u r e  (Chapel H i l l :  Un ive r s i t y  of North Ca ro l ina  
P r e s s ,  1953) . 

3. The major d e p a r t u r e s  from t h e  Marxian model, I b e l i e v e ,  a r e  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  Seymour Mart in  L i p s e t ,  "The Changing C l a s s  
S t r u c t u r e  and Contemporary European P o l i t i c s , "  Daedalus,  
v o l .  93 (Winter ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp. 271-303,-and Morr i s  Janowitz  
and David R. S e g a l ,  " S o c i a l  Cleavage and P a r t y  A f f i l i a t i o n , "  
American J o u r n a l  of Soc io logy ,  v o l .  72,  no. 6  (May, 1967) , 
pp. 601-618. 

4 .  Frank L indenfe ld ,  " ~ c o d o m i c  I n t e r e s t  and P o l i t i c a l  ' Involve- 
ment ,"  P u b l i c  Opinion Q u a r t e r l y ,  v o l .  28, no. 1 (Spr ing ,  
19641, pp. 1 0 4 - 1 1 1 .  

5. P e t e r  F. Drucker,  "On t h e  ' ~ c o n o m i c  B a s i s '  o f  American 
P o l i t i c s , "  The P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t ,  no. 10 (Winter ,  19681, 
pp. 30-42. 
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T h i s  argument concludes  on t h e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  convent ion has 

o u t l i v e d  i t s  u s e f u l n e s s :  i n  p a r t  because p o l i t i c i a n s  have 

f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  it i s  a  convent ion and have begun t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  economics c o n t r o l s  p o l i t i c s ,  and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  because 

t h e  dominant c l eavages  i n  American s o c i e t y  today do no t  l end  

themselvek t o  economic a n a l y s i s  w i t h  t h e  same f a c i l i t y  t h a t  

e a r l i e r  i s s u e s  d i d .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  r e l e v e n c e  of Marx' economic 

n o t i o n s  of s o c i a l  c l a s s  i s  s t i l l  argued by some16 and i n  more 

g e n e r a l  t e rms ,  Wiley has  suggested t h a t  Marxian exp lana t ions  

of American p o l i t i c s  f a i l  n o t  because Marx' model was 

economic, b u t  because Marx d i d  n o t  g o  f a r  enough i n  seeking o u t  

t h e  economic markets  t h a t  s e r v e  a s  t h e  bases  of  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t .  7  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  wh i l e  t h e  i nc reased  s k i l l  l e v e l  and bargaining 

power of t h e  working may lead  t o  t h e  embourgeoisement of t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t ,  and t h e  t r e n d  from e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  t o  b u r e a u c r a t i c  

occupa t ions  a l i e n a t e s  managers a s  w e l l  a s  workers from t h e  means 

of p roduc t ion  thereby  d imin ish ing  t h e  import  of t h e  l abo r  

6 .  George Lichtheim,  "Class .  and Hiera rchy:  A C r i t i q u e  of 
Marx?," European J o u r n a l  of sociology;  v o l .  v ,  no. 1 
,(\1.964) , pp. 1 0 1 - 1 1 1 .  Also B e r t e l l  Ollman, "Marx' U s e  of 
U s e  of C l a s s , "  Amer.ican J o u r n a l  of Soc io logy ,  v o l .  73,  
no. 5 (March, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp. 573-580. 

7. Norber t  Wiley, "America 's  Unique C la s s  P o l i t i c s :  The. 
I n t e r p l a y  of t h e  Labor, C r e d i t  and Commodity Markets ,"  
American S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review, v o l .  32,  no. 4 (August,  
1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp. 529-541. 
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market  a s  a  sou rce  of s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  Wiley a s s e r t s  t h a t  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  placement i n  t h e  c r e d i t  o r  commodity markets  - 
may ' s e r v e  a s  b a s e s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t .  

M u l t i v a r i a t e  ana lyses  of t h e  bases  of  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n -  

s h i p  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  have never  t aken  t h i s  range of 

economic v a r i a b l e s  i n t o  account .  Moreover, t h o s e  economic 

v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  have been inc luded  have n o t  been shown t o  

b e a r  a  s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n s h i p .  A 

s tudy  of over  5,000 respondents ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  American 

e l e c t o r a t e  from 1952 t o  1964, r e v e a l e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  

r e g i o n ,  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  and union membership 

8  s e r v e  a s  t h e  primary bases  of p a r t i s a n  c leavage .  Income, 

which w a s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  d i d  n o t  emerge a s  an 

impor tan t  p r e d i c t o r .  

T h i s  s e t  of v a r i a b l e s ,  however, does  n o t  p rec lude  p a r t i a l  

economic exp lana t ion .  C la s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  based,  a t  l e a s t  

i n  p a r t ,  on economic  consideration^,^ and it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

8 .  David R.  S e g a l ,  "C la s se s ,  S t r a t a  and P a r t i e s  i n  West 
Germany a n d - t h e  United S t a t e s , "  C 

9. Robert  W .  Hodge and Donald J. Treiman., w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of 
a  desk  c a l c u l a t o r  named S t u a r t ,  show t h a t  whi le  owner- 
s h i p  of s t o c k s  and bonds i n  p r i v a t e ~ c o m p a n i e s ,  sav ings  
bonds,  and r e l a t e d  p r o p e r t y ,  a l l  of which may be taken 
a s  i n d i c a t i v e  of  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c r e d i t  marke t ,  make no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of c l a s s  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  family  income, a long wi th  educa t ion ,  
occupa t ion ,  and t h e  occupa t ions  of o n e ' s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  
makes an independent c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  
of s o c i a l  c l a s s .  See t h e i r  "C la s s  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s , "  American J o u r n a l  of Soc io logy ,  v o l .  
73, no. 5  (March, 19681, pp. 535-547. 
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d i f f e r e n t i a t e -  between t h e  s o c ~ o l o g i c a l  and t h e  economic import  

of  occupa t ion  and union membership, a t  t h e  ve ry  l e a s t .  Mbre- 

o v e r ,  Hamilton has  shown, f o r  t h e  c a s e , o f  Germany, t h a t  even. 

w i t h  income h e l d  c o n s t a n t ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  c h o i c e  d i f f e r s  

between working-class  and middle -c lass  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  of  l i f e -  

s t y l e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  lo While l i f e - s t y l e  and p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

commodity market  a r e  n o t  i somorphic ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  

s u r e l y  s t r o n g  enough t o  war ran t  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

The p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  consumer behavior  i s  an impor t an t  

i n d i c a t o r  of behavior  i n  o t h e r  sphe re s  i s  n o t  a  nove l  i d e a .  

Sche lsky ,  - f o r  example, sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be- 

tween consumer r o l e s  and occupa t iona l  r o l e s  i s  d e c r e a s i n g ,  

and t h a t  t h e  former i s  becoming t h e  c e n t r a l  de t e rminan t  of 

behavior .  Riesman c l e a r l y  s u b s c r i b e s  t o  t h i s  view w i t h  

r ega rd  t o  American s o c i e t y .  "The sp read  of  o t h e r - d i r e c t i o n  

has  brought  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s cene  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  i n s i d e -  

d o p e s t e r ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  n o t  i n  t h e  sphe re  of work b u t  of  

consumption. I! 1 2  

10.  ~ i c h a r d  F. Hamilton, "Aff luence and t h e  Worker: The 
W e s t  German Case,"  American J o u r n a l  of Soc io logy ,  , 

v o l .  71, no. 2  (September, 1965) , . pp. 144-152. 

11. .Helmut Sche lsky ,  " G e s e l l s c h a f t l i c h e r  Wandel," Offene 
W e l t ,  no. 4 1  (1956) ,  pp. 65 f f .  

12.  David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd ( N e w  Haven: Yale 
Un ive r s i t y  Press, 1961) ,  p. 180. 



RESEARCH GOALS 

The p r e s e n t  s tudy  i s  an a t t empt  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

import  of s o c i a l  and economic bases  of p o l i t i c a l  c leavage .  

U t i l i z i n g  d a t a  from a survey of economic behavior  conducted 

by t h e  Survey Research Cen te r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan, i n  

1965, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between v a r i a b l e s  r e f l e c t i n g  p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  l a b o r ,  c r e d i t ,  and commodity markets  and p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i s a n s h i p  w e r e  analyzed.  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

between s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  and p a r t i s a n s h i p  w e r e  

s t u d i e d ,  and,  most impor t an t ly ,  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 

a l l  of t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  was analyzed.  

The mode of a n a l y s i s  was t h e  au tomat ic  i n t e r a c t i o n  de- 

t e c t i o n  ( A I D )  a lgo r i t hm developed by Morgan and Sonqu i s t .  13 

The sample was p r o g r e s s i v e l y  s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l e r  u n i t s  on t h e  

b a s i s  of  t h e  a b i l i t y  of p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  t o  e x p l a i n  va r i ance  

i n  p a r t y  cho ice .  The c r i t e r i a  f o r  a s s i g n i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  

p r e d i c t o r  v a r i a b l e s  w e r e  pu re ly  s t a t i s t i c a l .  

DATA INPUTS 

P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n s h i p  was measured on a  7 -po in t  L i k e r t -  

t y p e  s c a l e  ranging from s t r o n g  Republican t o  s t r o n g  Democrat. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  i n t e r v a l s  a r e  assumed t o  be  e q u a l .  

P o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o r  market  was indexed by employment s t a t u s ,  

13.  John A. Sonqu i s t  and James N .  Morgan, The De tec t ion  
of  I n t e r a c t i o n  E f f e c t s  (Survey Research Cen te r ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan, 1964) . 
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whether o r  n o t  s e l f  -employed., r ea sons .  f o r  cons ide r ing -  job changes,  

and desire t o  g o  i n t o  bus iness  f o r  o n e s e l f .  R e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  commodity market  was measured by ownership of major 

a p p l i a n c e s  (au tomat ic  c l o t h e s  washer ,  c l o t h e s  d r y e r ,  d i sh -  

w a s h e r ) ,  a n d - b y  t h e  number of au tomobi les~owned by members of 

t h e  household.  P o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c r e d i t  market  was- i n d i c a t e d  by 

home ownership,  l i q u i d  a s s e t s ,  income, and automobile 

f i n a n c i n g .  

EXPECTATIONS 

Assuming t h a t  e i t h e r  s o c i a l  or economic f a c t o r s  predom- 

i n a t e d ,  a  wide range of outcomes w a s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  i n  f a c t  t h e  

economic v a r i a b l e s  proved t o  be more impor t an t  t h a n  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s ,  w e  might have produced a value-added model, 

wherein  suppor t  of t h e  Republican P a r t y  was r e l a t e d  t o  holding 

advantaged p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c r e d i t ,  l a b o r ,  and commodity markets .  

The most s t r o n g l y  Republican,  t h e n ,  woul'd be  t h o s e  w i t h  advan- 

t ageous  p o s i t i o n s  i n  a l l  3 marke ts .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  w e  might 

have expected an  i n t e r a c t i o n  model, fo l lowing  Wiley ' s reasoning ,  

such t h a t  t h e  stress caused by c l a s s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  would lead  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  of t h e  r i g h t  s t r o n g e r  t han  t h o s e  due t o  

c o n s i s t e n t  economic advantages .  C l a s s  c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  de f ined  

a s  being e i t h e r  p r o p e r t i e d  o r  non-proper t ied  a c r o s s  t h e  t h r e e  

economic marke ts  i n  ques t ion .  Thus,  t h e  employer- 

c r e d i t o r - s e l l e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t ,  as i s  t h e  non-proper t ied  employee- 

d e b t o r  buyer.  A l l  o t h e r  s e t s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  1 4  

On t h e  b t h e r  hand, i f  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  emerged a s  

preeminent  w e  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  groups 

1 4 .  Wiley, op.  c i t . ,  p. 536.  
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d e f i n e d  by Sega l  a s  t h e  components of  t h e  American e l e c t o r a t e .  15 

P e r f e c t  r e p l - i c a t i o n  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  s i n c e  some v a r i a b l e s  i n -  

.,eluded i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s tudy  were a b s e n t  from t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t a  

se t ,  e . g . ,  union membership, w h i l  w e  had d a t a  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  

t h a t  had n o t  been inc luded  i n  t h e  ear l ier  s t u d y ,  e .g .  church 

a t t endance .  These d i f f e r e n c e s  n o t  w i th s t and ing  i f  t h e  s o c i a l  

g roupings  de f ined  by t h i s  a n a l y s i s  w e r e  roughly comparable 

t o  e a r l i e r  r e s u l t s ,  it would a t t e s t  t o  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of 

t h o s e  r e s u l t s .  

F i n a l l y ,  ou r  r e s u l t s  might have produced n o t  a  "pure"  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  model o r  economic model, b u t  a  hybr id  involv ing  

e lements  from each c l a s s  of v a r i a b l e s .  Such d a t a  would have 

provided a  horrendous t a s k  of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Our f a i t h  i n  

t h e  a n a l y t i c  autonomy of soc io logy  and economics l e d  us  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  sets of t h e o r e t i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  v a r i a b l e s  

wou.ld emerge a s  e m p i r i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  e n t i t i e s ,  and o u r  pro- 

c l i v i t i e s  a s  s o c i o l o g i s t s  l e d  us  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  emergent 

model would be s o c i o l o g i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  economic. W e  h a s t e n  t o  

p o i n t  o u t ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n  was p r e f e r e n t i a l  

r a t h e r  t han  t h e o r e t i c a l .  

RESULTS 

To a  g r a t i f y i n g  deg ree ,  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  qua p re fe rences  

were b o r n e . o u t ,  w i th  b u t  3 s y s t e m a t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

ou r  own s o c i a l  map of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  and t h a t  sugges ted  earlier 

by Sega l .  These d i f f e r e n c e s  modi f ied  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  groups produced by t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  d i d  no t  

S e g a l ,  op. c i t . ,  



s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r  t h e  sou rces  of va r i ance  i n  p a r t i s a n s h i p .  

A s  we a n t i c i p a t e d ,  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  and economic v a r i a b l e s  

b i f u r e a t e d  i n t o  2 independent  sets ,  wi th  t h e  former i d e n t i f y i n g  

t h e  major segments of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  and t h e  l a t t e r  being r e -  

j ec t ed  f o r  want of exp lana to ry  power. The s o l e  excep t ion  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  w a s  income. I n  terms of fami ly  u n i t s ,  both  

t h e  r i c h  and t h e  very  poor exp res sed  a  p re fe rence  f o r  t h e  

Republican P a r t y ,  presumably f o r  d i f f e r e n t  reasons .  Income had 

been inc luded  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  a n a l y s i s  and had f a i l e d  t o  emerge 

a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r  of p a r t y  cho ice .  The f a c t  t h a t  h igh 

income people  p r e f e r  t h e  Republican P a r t y ,  however, has  o f t e n  
I 

been documented. l6 The Republican i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  of t h e  poor 

i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n ,  e x c e p t  perhaps  i n  terms of  t h e  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  t h a t  has been a l l e g e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  segments 

of t h e  working c l a s s .  l a  

The p a r t i s a n s h i p  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  middle -c lass  a l s o  va r i ed  

a s  a  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i v e  a f f l u e n c e  of commu.nity of  r e s idence .  

People l i v i n g  i n  weal thy c o u n t i e s  were more l i k e l y  t o  be s t r o n g  

Republicans t han  were  people  l i v i n g  i n  poor c o u n t i e s .  I t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge whether p a r t i s a n s h i p  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  a  

< func t ion  of i n d i v i d u a l  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  p r o p e r t i e s .  Prev ious  

r e s e a r c h  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  middle -c lass  i s  less s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  

c o n t e x t u a l  e f f e c t s  on p a r t i s a n s h i p  than  i s  t h e  working-class .  18 

1 6 .  See f o r  example V.O. Key, Jr . ,  P o l i t i c s  P a r t i e s  and P re s su re  
Groups, New York: Crowel l ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp. 589-590. 

17 .  See f o r  example Seymour Mar t in  L i p s e t ,  "Democracy and Working 
C la s s  A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m , "  American S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review, Vol. 2 4  
(1959) , pp. 482-501. 

18.  David R.  Sega l  and Marsha l l  W .  Meyer, "The S o c i a l  Context  of 
P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i s a n s h i p ,  " i n  M a t t e i  Dogan and S t e i n  Rokkan, 
Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Eco log ica l  Ana lys i s  i n  t h e  S o c i a l  Sc iences  
(Cambridge : M .  I .T .  P r e s s ,  Forthcoming) . 



The second major  d i f f e r e n c e  from p r e v i o u s  work i s  what w e  

r e g a r d  as t h e  emergence o f  a s o c i a l i z a t i o n  d imens ion .  The 

e f f e c t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  on  o n e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e  

was r e f l e c t e d  i n  S e g a l ' s  e a r l i e r  r e s e a r c h  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t "  f a t h e r  was s s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r  

o f  p a r t i s a n s h i p  t h a n  was t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  own o c c u p a t i o n .  T h i s  

f a c t ,  however,  was no . t i ced  o n l y  i n  p a s s i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  g r e a t e r  

p a r t  o f  t h e  v a r i . a n c e  i n  p a r t i s a n s h i p  was e x p l a i n e d  by r e g i o n  

and ,  t o  a  lesser d e g r e e ,  by c l a s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

a n a l y s i s ,  r e g i o n a l i s m  was measured b o t h  by t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t  l i v e d ,  and t h e  a r e a  i n  which h i s  f a t h e r  had l i v e d .  

The r e s p o n d e n t s  own r e g i o n  was n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  e l e c t o r a l  g r o u p s ,  b u t  f a t h e r  ' s r e g i o n  emerged 

a s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r e d i c t o r  of  p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  

S o u t h e r n e r s  and immigran t s  showing a  marked p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  

F i n a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n  between w h i t e  P r o t e s t a n t s  and members of  m i n o r i t y  

r e l i g i o n s ,  w e  a c h i e v e d  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  among w h i t e  

P r o t e s t a n t s  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e .  Those P r o t e s t a n t s  

19 .  The S o u t h e r n  Democra t ic  v o t e  i s  ment ioned i n  S e g a l ,  op .  c i t . .  - 
For  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of e t h n i c  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  Democrat ic  
P a r t y ,  see Michae l  P a r e n t i ,  " E t h n i c  P o l i t i c s  and t h e  Per-  
s i s t e n c e  of E t h n i c  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , "  ~ m e r i c a n  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  
Review, v o l .  LXI, no. 3 (September ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p ,  71'7-726. M .  Kent 
J e n n i n g s  and Richard  G .  N e i m i  d i s c u s s  t h e  h i g h  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  
c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n s h i p  i n  "The Transmiss ion  o f  
P o l i t i c a l  Va.lues 'from P a r e n t  t o  C h i l d ,  " American P o l i t i c a l  
S c i e n c e  Review, v o l .  LXII, no.  1  arch, 1968) , e s p e c i a l l y  
pp.  172-174. 



who a t t e n d e d  church w i t h  some r e g u l a r i t y  were more Republican 

t h a n  t h o s e  who a t t e n d e d  seldom o r  never .  This  i s  i n  f u l l  

agreement w i t h  L e n s k i ' s  f i nd ing  t h a t  "Among wh i t e  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  

t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  Republicaris v a r i e d  d i r e c . t l y  w i th  deg ree  of 

involvement i n  t h e  churches .  " 2 0  A s  no ted  above,  t h e  involve-  

ment dimension was n o t  inc luded  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s tudy .  

Table  1 p r e s e n t s  t h e  s o c i a l  g roupings  i n  t h e  American 

e l e c t o r a t e  produced by t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  The depedent  v a r i a b l e ,  
- 
Y ,  i s  t h e  mean p a r t i s a n s h i p  s c o r e  f o r  t h e  group,  based on a  7 

p o i n t  s c a l e ,  w i t h  Democrats a t  t h e  h igh  end.  The t h r e e  most 

s t r o n g l y  Democratic groups a r e  d e f i n e d  by b l ack  s k i n ,  sou thern  

o r  immigrant o r i g i n s ,  and membership i n  m i n o r i t y  r e l i g i o u s  groups.  

These t h r e e  sou rces  of t r a d i t i o n a l  Democratic suppor t  accounted 

f o r  more than  50 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  sample. 
. .. 

Less  s t r o n g l y  a l i g n e d  wi th  t h e  major  p a r t i e s ,  b u t ,  w i th  

one excep t ion  t end ing  t o  suppor t  t h e  ~ e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  ( y  4 . 0 ) ,  

were sou the rn  o r i e n t e d ,  working-class  o r i e n t e d ,  and marg ina l  

midd le -c l a s s  respondents .  On t h e  whole,  groups r e p r e s e n t i n g  

roughly 29 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  sample p r e f e r r e d  t h e  Republican 

P a r t y .  This  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  S e g a l ' s  e a r l i e r  work on both t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  American e l e c t o r a t e ,  and t h e  a l ignment  of p a r t y  

s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  1960 ' s .  2 1  

20. Gerhard Lensk i ,  The Rel ig ious  F a c t o r  (Garden C i t y :  Doubleday, 
1 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  174.  

21. See Sega l  op. c i t . ,  and " P a r t i s a n  Realignment i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s :  The Lesson of t h e  1964 E l e c t i o n , "  P u b l i c  Opinion 
Q u a r t e r l y  ( F a l l ,  1967 fo r thcoming) ,  



Table  1.. S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r a l  Cleavage i n  t h e  American Popu la t ion  

Category 

Negro Democratic Bloc. 193 9  6.02 
Fa the r  from sou th  o r  f o r e i g n  born;  house- 
hold  head non-white 

Southern  and E thn ic  Democrat. 696 33 5.27 
Fa the r  from sou th  o r  f o r e i g n  born;  house- 
hold  head wh i t e ;  B a p t i s t ,  C a t h o l i c ,  Jewish ,  
n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  

3.  Minor i ty  Re l ig ion .  253 11 5.13 
F a t h e r  na t ive-born  non-south; C a t h o l i c  
o r  Jewish 

4 .  Working-Class Or i en t ed .  
F a t h e r  na t ive-born  non-south; c l e r k ,  
l a b o r e r  o r  o p e r a t i v e ;  do n o t  a t t e n d  
church r e g u l a r l y ;  Lutheran o r  minor 
P r o t e s t a n t  s e c t .  

5. Southern and Immigrant "Core" Churches. 
F a t h e r  from sou th  o r  f o r e i g n  born;  house- 
ho ld  head whi te ;  Methodis t ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  
Ep i scopa l i an ,  Lutheran 

5 . 1  Family income $2,000-10,000 175 8  4.90 
5.2 Family income h$2,000 o r  9 $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  115 5  3.77 

6. Marginal  Middle C l a s s .  32 2 4.75 
Fa the r  na t ive-born  non-south, P r o t e s t a n t ;  
p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  managers, owners,  
p r o p r i e t o r s ,  housewives; dwel l  i n  c o u n t i e s  
of median income L $ 4 , 0 0 0  

7. P r o t e s t a n t  Or i en t ed .  
Fa the r  nat ive-born non-south; c o r e  
P r o t e s t a n t  church;  c l e r k s ;  l a b o r e r s ,  
o p e r a t i v e s  

7 . 1  I r r e g u l a r  church a t t endance  
7.2 Regular church a t t endance  

8. Middle-class  P r o t e s t a n t .  
Fa the r  na t ive-born  non-south; P r o t e s t a n t ;  
p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  managers,  o f f i c i a l s ,  
p r o p r i e t o r s ,  housewives; median county 
income 7 $4,000 

8 . 1  At tend church sledom o r  never  
8.2 Attend church r e g u l a r l y  o r  o f t e n  

TOTAL 2,138 98* 4.72 

*Per c e n t s  do n o t  t o t a1 , lOO due t o  rounding.  



DISCUSSION 

These d a t a  demonstra te  c l e a r l y  t h a t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s  

are s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r s  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  cho ice  t han  a r e  more 

p u r e l y  economic f a c t o r s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  c l e a r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  p a r t i s a n s h i p  among t h e  t h r e e  

economic marke ts  w e  have cons ide red .  Of t h e  3 ,  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

c r e d i t  marke t ,  i n  terms of having cash  t o  d i s p o s e  o f ,  i s  most 

s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p a r t y  cho ice .  P o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o r  market  

b e a r s  t h e  weakest r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  and p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  commodity market  i s  roughly i n t e r m e d i a t e  between t h e  o t h e r  

two. Thus, wh i l e  economic f a c t o r s  a r e  secondary,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

t h a t  t hey  a r e  impor t an t ,  it i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  realm of  

consumption r a t h e r  t han  of p roduc t ion  t h a t  m a t t e r s .  Zero-order 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s  

and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n s h i p  a r e  p re sen ted  i n  Table  2 .  

While ou r  d a t a  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  p o l i t i c a l  

c leavage  based upon economic c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  they 

do no t  suppor t  t h e  i n f e r e n c e ,  drawn by some, t h a t  c l eavages  i n  

American s o c i e t y  have l o s t  most of  t h e i r  impact f o r  most people 

and have been t ransformed i n t o  a  consensua l  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e .  2 2  

Such t h e o r i s t s  a c c e p t  t h e  Marxian dictum t h a t  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

a r e  b u i l t  upon an economic s u b s t r u c t u r e  de f ined  i n  terms of 

p roduc t ive  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and s e e  a  dec rease  i n  c o n f l i c t  i n  

t h e  p roduc t ive  s e c t o r  of t he .  economy. Research on p o l i t i c a l  

c leavage  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  p o i n t s  t o  t h r e e  f a l l a c i e s  i n  t h i s  

l i n e  of reasoning .  

2 2 .  See Robert  E .  Lane, "The P o l i t i c s  of Consensus i n  an Age 
of Af f luence , "  American P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience  Review, v o l .  LIX 
(December, 1965) , pp. 874-895.  
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Table  2 .  Zero Order Variance Reduction i n  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i s a n s h i p  

A t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  S o c i a l  and Economic F a c t o r s  

Var i ab l e  Name 

S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r a l  F a c t o r s  

Area F a t h e r  Raised 

Re l ig ion  

Race 

Occupation 

Educat ion 

P o s i t i o n  i n  C r e d i t  Market 

L iqu id  A s s e t s  

Disposable  Income 

P o s i t i o n  i n  Commodity Market 

Number of Automobiles 

Appliance Ownership 

P o s i t i o n  i n  Labor Market 

S e l f  Employment 

Reduction i n  Variance* 

Employment S t a t u s  0.23% 

*Expressed i n  terms of p e r  c e n t  by which t h e  t o t a l  sum o f  

squa re s  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n s h i p  i s  reduced by dichomizing 

i n  terms of independent  v a r i a b l e  s o  a s  t o  maximize between 

groups sum of squa re s .  



F i r s t ,  a s  Wiley s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  l a b o r  marke t ,  which governs 

p roduc t ive  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  most impor tan t  

economic a r e n a  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o u r s e .  Like Sche lsky ,  we f i n d  

t h a t  consumption r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  more l i k e l y  than produc t ion  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  s e r v e  a s  bases  of  p o l i t i c a l  a l ignment .  

Second, where r e a l  economic c l eavages  once e x i s t e d  and 

se rved  u s  t h e  bases  of p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  we now f i n d  

r e s i d u e s  of t h o s e  c leavages  t h a t  have become p a r t  of s u b c u l t u r a l  

sys tems ,  and a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l l y  even i n  t h e  

absence of t h e ' b a s i c  economic c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  gene ra t ed  them. 

The p o l i t i c a l  reg iona l i sm of t h e  South  w a s  r oo t ed  i n  i t s  de fense  

of a system of p l a n t a t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  dependent  upon t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  of s l a v e r y ,  and i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

bank i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  While t h e  economic base  of.  

t h e  r e g i o n  has  been changing,  d a t i n g  back t o  a sha rp  i n c r e a s e  

i n  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 t s ,  t h e  d r i f t  away from r e g i o n a l  

p o l i t i c s  has  been g r a d u a l ,  and d e s p i t e  shor t - te rm f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  

i s  n o t  t o  be  expec ted  t o  approximate t h e  n a t i o n a l  two p a r t y  model 

i n  t h e  immediate f u t u r e .  23 

F i n a l l y ,  w e  f i n d  non-economic c l eavages  t h a t  have p e r s i s t e d  

through long p e r i o d s  of American h i s t o r y  cas t ,  a s  Drucker 

s u g g e s t s ,  i n  t h e  r h e t o r i c  of economic i s s u e s .  The Kerner 

Commission, appoin ted  by P r e s i d e n t  Johnson i n  1967, caused 

widespread con t rove r sy  through i t s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  problems 

encountered by b l ack  men i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  American s o c i e t y  

are due no t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  man i s  poor ,  b u t  t o  t h e  

23 .  See P h i l i p  E .  Converse, "On t h e  P o s s i b i l i t y  of Major 
P o l i t i c a l  Realiqnment i n  t h e  Sou th , "  i n  Anqus Campbell 
e t .  a l . ,  E l e c t i o n s  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r -  (New ~ o r k :  
Wiley,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp. 212-242. 
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f a c t  t h a t  he is  b l ack .  The P r e s i d e n t  h imself  was unable t o  

a c c e p t  t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  America i s  a  r a c i s t  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  

Higham has  shown t h a t  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  20th c e n t u r y ,  

American na t iv i sm had begun ' to  focus  on t h e  i s s u e  of r a c e .  2 4  

W e  p o s i t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s  

c o n f l i c t  on t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  major c o n s t r a i n t s  

t o  t h e  development of consensua l  p o l i t i c s . .  F i r s t ,  we f i n d  t h e  

emergence of new bases  of economic c leavage  i n  t h e  p l a c e  of 

class c o n f l i c t  p o l i t i c s .  Second, w e  f i n d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n i t i a l l y  based on economic c leavage  t ends  t o  

p e r s i s t  even a f t e r  t h e  economic i s s u e s  themselves  a r e  r e so lved .  

T h i r d ,  w e  f i n d  p e r s i s t i n g  bases  of c leavage  i n  American s o c e i t y  

t h a t  do  no t  l end  themselves t o  s imple  s o l u t i o n s  based upon 

economic r a t i o n a l i t y .  

2 4 .  John Higham, S t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e  Land :(New York: ~ t h e n e u m ,  
1965) , pp. 131-157. Also ,  see Richard Hofs tadter- ;  
S o c i a l  Darwinism i n  American Thought (Boston : -Beacon P r e s s ,  
1 9 5 5 ) ,  pp. 170-200. 


