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Imrnanuel W a l l e r s t e i n  t e l l s  i n  the  magnif icent  opening volume 

of h i s  p r o j e c t e d  work on  t h e  development of t he  c a p i t a l i s t  wor ld  

system, t h a t  du r ing  i t s  formative period i n  t he  s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry  

some a r e a s  i n  Europe and elsewhere became (not :  remained) " t r a d i -  

t i o n a l "  because  (no t :  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t )  c e r t a i n  neighbouring 

* 
a r e a s  "modernized. " 

What does  t h i s  mean? Clear ly  t he  idea  is  analogous t o  ~ n d r ; .  

Gunder F rank ' s  and  o t h e r s '  t h e s i s  about development a s  t h e  o t h e r  

s i d e  o f  t h e  underdevelopment. But un l ike  t h e  t h e o r i s t s  of imper ia l i sm 

and -undeydevelopment i n  t he  present-day world, ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  fo.cus 

is, s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  on  Europe and on t h e  s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  m a t  has  

happened is t h a t  from t h e  s tudy of underdevelopment i n  t w e n t i e t h  

cen tu ry  A f r i c a ,  which i s  ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  e a r l i e r  focus of  i n t e r e s t ,  

h e  h a s  t u rned  t o  i t s  o r i g i n s .  One might a l s o  say t h a t  f o r  a Western 

s c h o l a r  of  underdeveloped coun t r i e s  t h i s  means a  t u r n i n g  inwards,  - 
t o  a  new s o r t  o f  self-examination. 

What a l s o  is  important  i n  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  a n a l y s i s  is, n a t u r a l l y  

enough, t h e  s t r o n g  emphasis on r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and in t e rdependenc ie s  

--development and underdevelopment being understood on ly  i n  terms 

of in te rdependence  between d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  and groups, o r  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  of a  s i n g l e  world system. 

Both o f  t h e s e  t r a i t s ,  i. e .  t he  c r i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  . i n  t h e  

European expe r i ence  and a  r e l a t i o n a l  approach, c h a r a c t e r i z e  most 

* 
I wish  t o  thank Bruce Fireman, Ben Kobashigawa, A l l an  L e y e t t ,  

and Mark Tannenbaum f o r  t h e i r  h e l p f u l  comments and c r i t i ~ i g m s  i n  
p r e p a r i n g  t h i s  review.  
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of the volumes under review, a l l  of which d e a l  i n  one wsy o r  another  

wi th  peasants .  ' The, l a t t e r  t r a i t  r e f e r s  , t o  .an impor t an t  matcer  i n  

t he  recent  research  on t h e  peasants .  From t h e  l a t e  1960s peasants  

- have inc reas ing ly  been viewed i n  terms of  f o r c e s  impinging on them 

from t h e  ou t s ide ;  t h a t  is, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  The 

pene t r a t ion  of c a p i t a l i s t  exchange r e l a t i o n s  i n t o  p e a s a n t  comrnuni- 

t ies  and s b c i e t i k s  is  a b a s i c  theme i n  t h i s  s o r t  of r e s e a r c h .  E r i c  

Wolf's P.easant Wars of t h e  Twentieth Century i s  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t ,  

even though f o r  him t h i s  genera l  emphasis on t h e  " o u t s i d e  f a c t o r s "  

i n  s tudying peasant  communities goep back t o  t h e  1950s.  It i s  no 

s u r p r i s e  t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  new a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  

peasants--or more exac t ly ,  t h e  r u r a l  c lasses--have r e c e i v e d  much 

a t t e n t i o n  from the  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and h i b e b r i a m  who e s p e c i a l l y  

were concerned wi th  the  problem o f  underdevelopment from t h e  l a t e  

1960s. I n  .the s tudy of peasants  t h e r e  seems t o  e x i s t  a meeting 
, . .  

ground f o r  an thropologica l  s tudy pf communities a f f e c t e d  by o u t s i d e  

f a c t o r s  ,and t h e  s tudy of underdevelopment, which f o c u s e s  on t h e  ex- 
* .  - 

change r e l a t i o n s  on the  nat ional ,  and u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

l e v e l .  That t h i s  meeking ground d d i . a l s o  . . .  b e  found i n  Europe is  an  

important element in ,   illy ' s and . ~ l ~ k ' s  .. c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

Furthermore, a s i g n i f i c a n t  @ i n t  of  c o n t a c t  between anthro-  

po log ica l  and underdevelopment . . i n t e r e s t s  . . i n  p e a s a n t s  l i e s  i n  a . 
.: :.. r . 
: i . . 

heightened s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  peasants.' problems and t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s .  
. . 

In s t ead  of a .  concern . . £or "moderniz+tionl' t h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  
. . . .i '. 

, , 

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  people whp have' $xper ienceq  "modernization", 

i . e .  t h e  peasants .  Therefore,  m&h 'of t h e  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  peasan t s  



func t ions  a s  c r i t i q u e  o f  modernization t h e o r i e s ,  without  e x p l i c i t  - 

c r i t i c i s m .  Indeed,  i t . s e e m s  t h a t  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  . 

superseded no t  s o  much by argument aga ins t ,  t hembu t  simply by ig-  

nor ing  them i n  e m p i r i c a l  r e sea rch .  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  and Blok 's  s t u d i e s  

a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t rend .  Dean C .  Tipps, i n  h i s  recent  re-  

view and assessment  of t h e  modernization t h e o r i e s ,  has  drawn a t t e p -  

t i o n ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t o  . t he  "attempt by modernization t h e o r i s t s  

t o  u n i v e r s a l i z e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  va lues  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  

d e r i v i n g  from Western s o c i e t i e s , "  and, on the  o the r  hand, t o  " t h e  

widespread f a i l u r e  of modernizat ion t h e o r i s t s  t o  apply t h e i r .  per- 

s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e i r  own s o c i e t i e s .  "' It is  because 

of  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  a  c r i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  European exper- 

i ence ,  a s i d e  from i l l u m i n a t i n g  much of t h e  a l r eady  e x i s t i n g  ideo log i -  

c a l  c r i t i q u e , . c a n  a l s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  undermine 'the empir ica l  b a s i s  

of t h e  modern iza t ion  t h e o r i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, focus ing  on Europe 

may h e l p  s c h o l a r s  d i s s o c i a t e  from European ethnocentrism. 

The volume e d i t e d  by Lewis and a l s o  most of the  volume 

e d i t e d  by Landsberger d i f f e r  from t h e  o the r  s t u d i e s  i n  many r e -  

gards.  Compar,ing some o f '  t h e i r  con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  

may throw some l i g h t  on what p o i n t s  appear t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  them i n  

dea l ing  w i t h  peasan t s .  ~ u t  f i r s t  i t  seems adv i sab le  t o  review 

W a l l e r s t e i n ' s ,  T i l l y ' s  and Blok 's  volumes, i n  t h i s  order:  they  

focus,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  on  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  n a t i o n a l  and community l e v e l  

i n  ana lyz ing  p e a s a n t s .  

' ~ e a n  C. Tipps,  'lModernization Theory end t h e  Comparative - - 
Study of S o c i e t i e s :  A C r i t i c a l  ~ e r s ~ e c t i v e , "  Comparative S t u d i e s  
i n  Soc ie ty  and H i s t o r y ,  1 5  (1973): 206, 207. 



Wal le r s t e in ' s  p o i n t  of depa r tu re  i n  h i s  work on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

economy of t he  s i x t e e n t h  century Europe i s  t h e  format ion  of t h e  

c a p i t a l i s t  world system. It comprised, acco rd ing  t o  W a l l e r s t e i n ,  

northwest Europe which became t h e  co re  of t h e  system d u r i n g  t h i s  per- 

i o d ,  ea s t e rn  Europe (but  no t  Russia) a long  w i t h  I b e r i a n  America 

becoming i t s  per iphery ,  and the  ~ h r i s t i a n  Medi te r ranean  a r e a ,  which 

had been a core  a r e a ,  being transformed i n  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h e  s i x -  

t een th  century t o  what Wal le rs te in  c a l l s  a semi-periphery.  The 

u l t i m a t e  importance of s ix teenth-century  Europe i n  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  

framework i s  f o r  understanding t h e  workings of t h i s  system today,  

having expanded from i t s  European base  t o  t h e  whole wor ld .  The 

same b a s i c  dynamics which p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be- 

tween the  developed and underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s ,  i . e .  b e t w e e n .  

c o r e  and periphery,  i s  t o  be found i n  s i x t e e n t h . c e n t u r y  Europe i n  

i t s  p r i s t i n e  form. (And Wal l e r s t e in  p l a n s  t o  e l a b o r a t e  t h i s  h i s t o r i -  

c a l  development i n  t h e  l a t e r  volumes of h i s  p r o j e c t . )  

I n  d i scuss ing  t h e  uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n  of r e s o u r c e s ,  which 

has  been c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  c a p i t a l i s t  world system from i t s  

beginning, Wal l e r s t e in  t a l k s  about "complementary divergence." 

I n i t i a l l y ,  " the  s l L g h t  edge" western Europe h e l d  ove r  e a s t e r n  

Europe i n  terms of f a c t o r s  such a s  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e . s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  

towns and the  l e s s e r  degree of vacancy of land .  Th i s  i n i t i a l  

advantage they converted i n t o  I--huch l a r g e r  d i s p a r i t y  which widened 

t h e  advantage even a f t e r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  con junc tu re  o f  even t s  had 
I 

passed.  Given the  g r e a t  expansion of t h e  and demographic 
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scope of  commerce and i n d u s t r y ,  "some a r e a s  of Europe could amass 

t h e  p r o f i t s  of t h i s  expansion a l l  t he  more i f  they could s p e c i a l i z e  

i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  reaping t h i s  p r o f i t . "  (p. 98) One 

c r u c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was t h e  landok.merls a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

Where was h e  t o  draw the  l a r g e s t  and most immediate p r o f i t ?  
On t h e  one hand,  h e  could t u r n  h i s  land over t o  o t h e r  uses  
( p a s t u r e  l and  a t  a  h ighe r  r a t e  of p r o f i t  o r  l e a s e  f o r  money 
t o  s m a l l  farmers--both of which meant d i spens ing  w i t h  t h e  . 

f e u d a l  l a b o r - s e r v i c e  requirements)  and us ing  t h e  new p r o f i t  
f o r  inves tment  i n  t r a d e  and indus t ry  and/or i n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
l uxury .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, he  could seek t o  o b t a i n  l a r g e r  
p r o f i t s  by i n t e n s i f y i n g  product ion of s t a p l e  cash-crops (es- 
p e c i a l l y  g r a i n )  and then  inves t ing  t h e  new p r o f i t s  i n  t r a d e  
( b u t  n o t  i n d u s t r y  and/or  a r i s t o c r a t i c  l uxury ) .  . .The former 
a l t e r n a t i v e  was more p l a u s i b l e  i n  northwest Europe, t h e  l a t -  
t e r - i n  e a s t e r n  Europe, l a r g e l y  because t h e  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  
a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  product ion s p e c i a l t i e s  meant t h a t  
p r o f i t  maximizat ion was achieved, o r  a t  l e a s t  thought t o  be 
ach ieved ,  by doing  more ex tens ive ly  and more e f f i c i e n t l y  what 
one a l r e a d y  d i d  b e s t .  (Pp. 111-112) 

The outcome i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  century  was, s a y s  W a l l e r s t e i n ,  

t h a t  t h e  c o r e  a r e a s  became t h e  l o c a t i o n  of a  cons ide rab le  v a r i e t y  

of economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e x t i l e  and sh ipbu i ld ing  

indus t r i . e s ,  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  commerce were i n  t h e  hands 

of a n  ind igeneous  bourgeo i s i e .  ~ ~ r i c u l t u r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  ad- 

vanced and complex c o n s i s t i n g  mainly of pas to ra l i sm and a  high- 

p r o d u c t i v i t y  form of t i l l a g e  wi th  a  h igh  component of medium-sized, 

yeoman-owned land .  The per iphery ,  on the  o t h e r  hand, became mono- 

c u l t u r a l  w i t h  c a s h  c rops  produced on l a r g e  e s t a t e s  by coerced 

l a b o r .  Poland,  which i s  more ex tens ive ly  d e a l t  w i th  by Wal l e r s t e in  

than  o t h e r  areas i n  e a s t e r n  Europe, had go t t en  i n t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

a f t e r  t h e  market  f o r  P o l i s h  g r a i n  had r a p i d l y  expanded due t o  t h e  

popu la t ion  expansion i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  and s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  The 

peasan t s ,  e x p l o i t e d  more i n t e n s e l y  because of t he  l u r e  of p r o f i t ,  

were r i g i d l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  land i n  o rde r  t o  prevent  them from running 



away--from coloniz ing  new lands ,  o r  go ing  t o  t h e  towns. The g r a i n  

t r ade  t o  t he  west was organized through non-Polish merchants.  Coqse- 

quent ly,  by t h e  end of t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Poland was a producer 

of primary cash-crops which i t  exchanged f o r  t h e  manufactured goods 

of o ther  coun t r i e s .  The l o c a l  land-owning c l a s s e s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

farmers, were l inked  economically t o  t h e  c o r e  a r e a s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

capi ta l i sm,  and t h e  indigeneous b o u r g e o i s i e  was weak. Before long,  

Poland had many q u a l i t i e s  now f a m i l i a r  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  neo-colonial 

i 
s t a t e s .  

What has  been s t r e s s e d  s o  f a r  i s  t h e  economic interdependenqe 

of the  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t he  system. I n  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  framework, 

the  core,  per iphery and semi-periphery came t o  b e  dependent on each 

o the r  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i z e d  r o l e s .  The p r o f i t a b i l i t y  of s p e c i f i c  

economic a c t i v i t i e s  became a f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  working of  t h e  system 

a s  a whole. But, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r e s s  on economic u n i t y ,  Waller- 

s t e i n  argues t h a t  equa l ly  important  is t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  i q  t h e  po- 

l i t i c a l  sphere. .  "capi ta l i sm has been a b l e  t o  f l o u r i s h  p r e c i s e l y  be- 

cause the  world-economy has had w i t h i n  i t s  bounds n o t  one b u t  a 

m u l t i p l i c i t y  of p o l i t i c a l  systems." (P. 348) I t  i s  i n  t h i s  contex t  

t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  becomes important i n  ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  a n a l y s i s .  I n  the  

core a r eas  t h e r e  a rose ,  so h i s  argument goes,  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  

s t a t e  systems, t he  s tate-machineries  were s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  meet . t he  

needs of c a p i t a l i s t  landowners and t h e i r  merchant-al l ies--which 

does not  mean f o r  Wallers t e i n  t h a t  t h e s e  s ta te -machiner ies  lacked . . 

a l l  autonomy. The c r i t i c a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  pe r iphe ry ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  

was the  absence of a s t r o n g  s t a t e .  I n  e a s t e r n  Europe, f o r  example, 



t h e  k i n g s  g r a d u a l l y  l o s t  a l l  e f f e c t i v e  power t o  the  a r i s t o c r a t s  

tu rned  c a p i t a l i s t  fa rmers .  I n  o the r  words, the  emerging world-system 

developed a  p a t t e r n  wherein s t a t e - s t r u c t u r e s  were r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  

i n  t h e  c o r e  a r e a s  and r e l a t i v e l y  weak i n  the  per iphery .  

From t h i s  summary i t  may be seen  t h a t  what i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  

W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  r i s e  of cap i t a l i sm i n  t h e  s j x -  

t e e n t h  cen tu ry  (which a s  such i s  of course no news), a r e  i t s  extremely 

wide i m p l i c a t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  comparative research .  I t s  imporgance 

does no t  l i e  i n  any t o t a l l y  unexpected novel ty but  p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e  

f a c t  that t h e r e  has  been work i n  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  ( i n  economics, - 

anthropology,  h i s t o r y ,  soc io logy)  h i n t i n g  more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  d i r e c -  

t i o n  where W a l l e r s t e i n  now has  taken .the whole s t e p .  

One p o i n t  r e l e v a n t  he re ,  i s  t h e  r a d i c a l  r e j e c t i o n  of  n a t i o n a l  

s t a t e s  a s  b a s i c  u n i t s  i n  ana lyz ing  la rge-sca le  t r ans fo rma t ions .  Th i s  

is s i g n i f i c a n t  because  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of these  modernizat ion t h e o r i e s  

i s  more o r  less e x p l i c i t l y  based on the  European exper ience .  Accord- 

i ng  t o  W a l l e r s t e i n ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s  a r e  not  autonomous e n t i t i e s  

i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  major changes w i t h i n  them could be expla ined  only  

o r  even mainly i n  terms of processes  going on wi th in  t h e i r  bounda r i e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  s t a r t i n g  from the  outcome--national 

s t a t e s - - i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  one wants t o  understand how and why t h e s e  

S t r u c t u r e s  came i n t o  be ing  and l a t e r  developed. 

Th i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from Barr ington Moore's framework i n  S o c i a l  

Or ig ins  of D i c t a t o r s h i p  and Democracy, which because of many s i m i -  

l a r i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  approach p re sen t s  i t s e l f  a s . a  n a t u r a l  compari- 

son t o  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  work. To be su re ,  the  na tu re  of t h i s  d j f f e r e n c e  



i s  not simple and s t r a igh t fo rward  and can  be e a s i l y  exaggera ted .  

One should remember t h a t  Moore's focus is  e x p l i c i t l y  on t h e  b i g g e s t  

and most powerful c o u n t r i e s  e x a c t l y  because they  a r e  the- most auto- 

nomous i n  r e spec t  t o  t h e  locus  of major economic and p o l i f i c a l  deci-  . 

s ions .  H i s  primary i n t e r e s t  is,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i n  c e r t a i n  twent ie th-  

century outcomes--in the.main d i v i s i o n  o f  t ypes  of p o l i t i c a l  systems 

a s  they e x i s t e d - b e f o r e  World War 11. But a t ' a l e a s t  t h i s  much can be 

asser ted-- that ,Moorels  view o f ,  say ,  I n d i a  and Englad a s  two cases  

i n  t h e  same a n a l y s i s  is problemat ic  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  

approach. 

Maybe t h e  most important  p o i n t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  con tex t  is t h a t  

Wal le rs te in ' s  s tudy c l a r i f i e s  t h e  c l o s e  connec t ion  between Europe 

and t h e  underdeveloped world and, s imul taneous ly  , sharpens  t h e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  between them. The d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of  ' Europe, 

of  course,  stems from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  (and i t s  e x t e n s i o n ,  North 

America), by and l a r g e ,  was a b l e  t o  p r o f i t  from t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world 

system and t o  make o t h e r s  pay t h e  c o s t s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of Europe was a  p ro to type  o r  m i n i a t u r e  of what was t o  pre- 

v a i l  i n  t he  whole world t h r e e  o.r f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r .  A s  t o  t h e  

peasants ,  t h i s  framework s t r e s s e s  n o t  on ly  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  

condi t ions,  such a s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  k i n s h i p  .systems,  

e t c . ,  were d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  Third World from what they  had been i n  

p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  Europe. It a l s o  emphasizes t h e  f a c t  t h a t  thk mahi- 

f e s t a t i o n s  of cap i t a l i s in  were d i f f  e r k n t  though comparable i n  d i f f e r -  

- en t  cases .  Capi ta l i sm o r i g i n a t e d  i n  ~ u r o ~ e  whereas i t  wa9 impoqed 

on the  Third World and what happened i n  Europe i n  s ta temaking ,  occurred 



r a p i d l y  and i n  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  ways i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  . 

Third World, e t c .  

I c e t t a i n l y  do n o t  t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  p o i n t  is  a t o t a l l y  
. ..... 

new one, b u t  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  

dependency and imper i a l i sm t h e o r i e s  t o  Europe c l a r i f i e s  and l e a d s  

t h e  way t o  new c o ~ p a r i s o n s  on t h i s  and r e l a t e d  p o i n t s .  It can b e  

l i nked ,  f o r  example, t o  Charles  T i l l y ' s  d i scuss ion  i n  t he  Lewis 

.vol:ume.,~where h e  c o n t r a s t s  the  European exper ience  wi th  i ts  l a r g e l y  

I! r e a c t i v e "  r u r a l  r e b e l l i o n s  (peasants  seeking  t o  main ta in  t h e i r  

e x i s t i n g - r e s o u r c e s )  t o  t h e  Asian experience wi th  i t s  much more f r e -  

quent  "p roac t ive"  r e b e l l i o n s  (peasants  l ay ing  claim t o  new r e s o u r c e s . )  

Th i s  i s  of c o u r s e  a re-formulat ion of t h e  problem of t h e  "conserva- 
. . 

t i s m "  o r  " r eac t ion i sm"  of European peasants  ve r sus  t h e  "revolut ionism" 

of .  Asian p e a s a n t s .  

T h i s  l a t t e r  problem--the problem of r u r a l  r e b e l l i o n s  i n  Europe 

and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  s ta temaking and t h e  r i s e  of capi ta l i sm-- i s  i n  

t h e  foreground i n  some of t h e  con t r ibu t ions  t o  The Formation of 

Na t iona l  S t a t e s  i n  Western Europe: i n  what way d i d  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  who 

were t h e  b u l k  of  t h e  popula t ion ,  come t o  bea r  t h e  main c o s t s  of bu i ld -  

i n g  s t a t e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  seventeenth and e igh teen th  cen tu r i e s '  ih' '. .. 

Europe? The l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  l i e s  somewhere between W a l l e r s t e i n  : 

and Blok ' s  cas,e s t u d y  on t h e  S i c i l i a n  mafia ,  o r  i n  another  sensq ,  

o n  t h e  meet ing  ground of t h e  ques t ions  i n s p i r e d ' b y  t h e o r i e s  of i n t e r -  

. n a t i o n a l  in te rdependence ,  and those concerned w i t h  t h e  l i n k a g e  of t h e  

loca l  community t o  t h e  l a r g e r  soc i e ty .  I t s  most important  e s says  



c o n t r i b u t e  . t o  t h e  r e f u t a t i o n  of  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  i d e a s  

o f  .European " p o l i t i c a l  development." 

The problem i s  e x p l i c i t l y  posed ,  i n  C h a r l e s  T i 1 l . y ' ~  l o n g  e s s a y  

on-  "Food Supply and P u b l i c  Ordsr  i n  "lodern Europe" and a l s o  i n  h i s  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r  on a ta:emalcing . . Ti1 I;\:' hris , a i s a  w r i t t e n  z post:- 

s c r i p t  i n  which he r e f l e c t s  on t h e  signif . i :ance of European s t a t e -  

making f o r  t h e  . theor i -es  c f  p o l i t i c a l  t r a n s f o y m a t i o n s .  The remain- 

i n g  c h a p t e r s  focus  on d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  appara tus - - in  r i i i t ~ r y  fort?;, t a x a t i s n  a ~ d  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

s t r u c t u r e ,  p o l i c e ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l .  I n  add i -  

t i o n  t o  T i l l y ,  Ardant a l s o  d i r e c t ;  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

between t h e  l a r g e l y  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  e s t r a c t i v e  c a p a b i l i -  

t ies  of  emerging s t a t e - s t r u c t u r e s  i n  h i s  e s s a y  on f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c y  

and  economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  Other  p a p e r s ,  e x c e p t  Rokkan 's  e l a b o r a -  

t i o n  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  na t ion-bu i ld ing  model, a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  

h e r e ;  some of  them a n a l y z e  s t a t e - f o r m a t i o n  more i n  t e r m s  o f  s t a r e -  

s t r u c t u r e s  themselves than  i n -  terms o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c f  t h e i r  

f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  b s s e  from w!l i~h they were b u i l t .  

Food r i o t s ,  ana lyzed  by T i l l y ,  were t h z  most  f r e q u e n t  form 

o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  s e t t i n g  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  most of Europe f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  c e n t u r y .  I n  t h e  e s s a y ,  

o n e  o f  h i s  p o i n t s  of d e p a r t u r e  i s  t h a t  " t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  food  

s u p p l y  draws our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  among t h e  

e x p a n s i o n  of  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s ,  t h e  growth o f  d i v e r s e  fo rms  of  a g r a r i a n  

c a p i t a l i s m ,  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n s  f rom a  p e a s a n t  

b a s e  i n  Europe." With a  predominant ly  p e a s a n t  b a s e ,  f o r  Europe t h e  



g r e a t  bu lk  of r e s o u r c e s  f o r  governmental use,  i nc lud ing  t h e  huge 

requi rements  of s t a n d i n g  armies,  had t o  be e x t r a c t e d  ou t  of  a g r i -  

c u l t u r e  from t h e  f i e r c e l y  r e s i s t a n t  peasantry.  One-of t h e  consc ious  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  s t a t emaker s  was t h e  bu i ld ing  of an  urban, m e r c a n t i l e  

and manufactur ing popu la t ion ,  which requi red  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  s u r p l u s  a s  w e l l  a s  means of captur ing  i t  f o r  urban consump- 

t i o n .  According t o  T i l l y ,  a l l  the  European s ta temakers  a l l i e d ' t h e m -  

s e l v e s ,  i n  one way o r  ano the r ,  with t he  promoters of a  commercialized, 

c a p i t a l i s t  economy, and t h e  timing and content  of t h e s e  a l l i a n c e s  . . 

deeply a f f e c t e d  t h e  subsequent  a g r a r i a n  and i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r i e s .  o f  

t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  "[Tlhose who sought t o  feed c i t i e s ,  government 

s t a f f s  and l a n d l e s s  l a b o r  were engaged. . . i n  t h e  reshaping  of  r u r a l  - - 

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  t h e  long  run,  t h e i r  work meant t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

of- t h e  peasan t ry  and t h e  subord ina t ion  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  to .  

t h e  i n . t e rna t iona1  market." 

T i l l y ' s  approach b e a r s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  with t h a t  of W a l l e r s t e i n .  

For example, v a r i a t i o n s  i n  s ta temaking a r e  l inked  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  

ways a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u r p l u s  was ex t r ac t ed  from peasants  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  o f  Europe. He is,  however, much more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l a r g e  demo- 

g raph ic  and o t h e r  p roces ses  accompanying these  t ransformat ions .  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  approach, evident  i n  T i l l y ' s  b u t  a l s o  

i n  Ardant ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  i s  the  emphasis on " n a t u r a l i s t i c "  q u e s t i o n s  
. . 

of s ta temaking .  It p l a c e s  emphasis on f a c t o r s  l i k e  t h e  a v a t l a b i l i t y  

of e x t r a c t i b l e  r e s o u r c e s , . s u c c e s s  i n  war, s t rong  c o a l i t i o n s  og t h e  

c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  major segments of the  landed e l i t e ,  FCC. It 
. . 

is  no i n c i d e n t a l  f e a t u r e  t h a t  t he  term he re  i s  "statemaking,'! n o t '  



"nationbuilding." Re f l ec t ions  on na t ion -bu i ld ing  have t y p i c a l l y  

emphasized i n t e g r a t i o n ,  common va lue  sys tems,  and o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  

f ac to r s .  A s  a  r u l e ,  t h e i r  b a s i c  theme h a s  been  t h e  development of 

consensus, i n  which c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  acceptance  of 

common r u l e s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  game) i s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p roces s .  Clear ly  

t h e  choice of t h e  s t a t e  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  u n i t  of a n a l y s i s - a n d  t h e  s t r e s s  

on more o r  l e s s  m a t e r i a l  ques t ions  r e f l e c t s  h e r e  t h e  heightened 

- . s e n s i t i v i t y  and skept ic i sm toward o f t e n  compl ica ted  schemes of  m ~ d e r n i -  

za t ion  wi th  t h e i r  i m p l i c i t  Western e thnocent r i sm.  H e r e . i s  a n  example 

of the  increased  s e n s i t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  l o t , o f  peop le  who have been 

"modernized , I f  very of t e n  through immense s u f f e r i n g ,  i n  p l a c e  of 

. . . a t t e n t i o n  t o  "modernization" alone. '  
- .  

Another ' important  f e a t u r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  focus  on t h e  

s t a t e ,  i s  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  p rospec t ive  approach i n  ' con t r a s t  t o  t h e  . 

r e t ro spec t ive  approach. I n  t he  s tudy  of "modernization' '  and p o l i -  
, . 

t i c a l  development " the  modern i d e a l  i s  s e t  f o r t h ,  and then  every th ing  

which i s  not  modern i s  l abe l ed  t r a d i t i o n a l , ' '  a s  Dean C. T ipps  p u t s  

i t  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  mentioned before .?  Th i s  i s  of  cou r se  a  simpli£+cq- 

t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  po in t  is  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  approgch t h e  a n a l y s i s  

begins with a  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and s e a r c h e s  back f o r  

i t s  causes.  A p rospec t ive  a n a l y s i s ,  a s  T i l l y  s a y s ,  "begins w i th  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  cond i t i on  and s e a r c h e s  forward t o  t h e  a l t e r n a -  

t i v e  outcomes of t h a t  cond i t i on ,  w i t h  a s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  p a t h s  

leading t o  each of t h e  outcomes." One of t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i d e a l l y  

a t  l e a s t ,  i s  t h e  avoidance of e thnocent r i sm and t h e  b i a s  of u n i l i n e q r  

development i n  t h e  s tudy  of l a rge - sca l e  t r ans fo rma t ions .  
. . 

2 
Tipps, Modernization Theory, p .  212. 



It is i r o n i c a l  t h a t  i n  the  only paper devoted p u r e l y  t o  

s y n t h e s i s  i n  t h i s  volume, S t e i n  ~ o k k a n ' s  paper on t h e  dimensions of 

s t a t e  fo rma t ion  and nat ion-bui lding,  t h e r e  i s  very l i t t l e ,  i f  anyth ing ,  

of t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Rokkan presents  a  complicated developmental 

n a t  ion-bui ld ing  scheme, f i t t e d  most - c l o s e l y  on those  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  which 

a r o s e  i n  t h e  c o r e  a r e a  of t he  emerging c a p i t a l i s t  world-system, where 

t h e r e  developed r e l a t i v e l y  s t rong  s t a t e - s t r u c t u r e s ,  t o  u s e  ~ a l l e r s t e i n ' s  

terminology.  For elsewhere i n  ~ u r o ~ e  and the  r e s t  of t h e  world,  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of ~ o k k a n ' s  phase-model will f a c e  many and, on t h e  f a c e  

of i t ,  insurmountable  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  While i t  is  t r u e  t h a t  Rokkan 

p u r p o r t s  t o  d e a l  mainly wi th  v a r i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  Europe, h i s  r e f l e c t i o n s  

on t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  world remain i n  t h i s  same framework whose 

, o r i g i n  is, a t  b e s t ,  a  r a t h e r  l imi ted  European experience.  I n  t h i s  

s ense ,  Rokkan moves i n  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  t o  W a l l e r s t e i n  who s t a r t e d  

from t h e o r i e s  on t h e  Thi rd  World and brought them home t o  Europe,. 

Anton B lok ' s  s tudy  on r u r a l  mafia i s  a  book concerned w i t h  

a  community i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  Blok ' s  approach i s ,  

b road ly  speaking ,  complementary t o  t he  approaches reviewed h e r e ,  

Both t h e  advent  of t h e  market and, more o v e r t l y ,  t h e  impact of t h e  

S t a t e  a r e  c r u c i a l  i n  h i s  ana lys i s ,  which b a s i c a l l y  c la ims  t h a t  mafia  . 
' 

. . 
was born  o f  andmain ta ined  by the  tens ions  between t h e  c e n t r s l  govern- 

+ 
ment and l o c a l  landowners on the  one hand and between t h e  l a t t e r  and 

p e a s a n t s  on  t h e  o t h e r .  It emerges, i n  Blok 's  a n a l y s i s ,  a s  an  ind ica-  

t i o n  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  imposi t ion of S t a t e  a u t h o r i t y  on l a r g e  : 

a r e a s  of S i c i l y .  Although the S t a t e  sought t o  modify t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  . 



p a t t e r n  of land tenure i n  va r ious  p e r i o d s  a f t e r  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  of 

I t a l y  i n  order  t o  l i n k  a  growing peasan t ry  i n t o  i t s  framework, t h e  

l a r g e  e s t a t e  preserved i t s e l f  up t o  t h e  mid-twentieth century .  Mafiosi ,  

t h e  "v io len t  peasant en t repreneurs"  o f  t h e  s u b t i t l e ,  were 
' 

l easeholders  of t he  ahsentee  landowners, l i v i n g  i n  t h e  

i n t e r s t i c e s  of the  claims of t h e  formal  p o l i t i c a l  framework and the  . 

demands of the  quasi-feudal  l o c a l i t y .  They main ta ined  t h e  system 

f o r  t he  landowners' and t h e i r  own b e n e f i t  by c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  economic 

and p o l i t i c a l  pos i t i ons  l i n k i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e .  I n  doing 

t h i s ,  maf ios i  l i v e d  i n  a  symbiosis w i t h  t h e  formal  o f f i ce -ho lde r s .  

They were a b l e  s imultaneously t o  d i s r e g a r d  formal  law, wi ths tanding  

t h e  impact of t h e  l e g a l  and governmental appa ra tus ,  and t o  maintain 

cover t  and pragmatic r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h o s e  who h e l d  formal o f f i c e .  

I n  t h i s  p a t t e r n  of c o n f l i c t  and accomodation, ."mafiosi  were r e c r u i t e d  

from t h e  ranks of the  peasant ry  t o  'p rovide  t h e  l a r g e  e s t a t e  owners 

wi th  armed s t a f f s  t o  confront  bo th  t h e  impact o f  t h e  S t a t e  and the  

r e s t i v e  peasants." Although maf ios i  he ightened  c l a s s  t e n s i o n s  through 

t h e i r  con t ro l  of the  land,  they a l s o  checked open r e b e l l i o n  and re-  

v o l t  by using f o r c e ,  by keeping a  ho ld  on o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e ,  by open- 

i n g  avenues f o r  upwardly mobile peasan t s ,  and by t u r n i n g  out laws and 

band i t s  i n t o  a l l i e s .  

The violence of mafia i s  a c e n t r a l  theme of  t h e  book. . I n  

f a c t ,  Blok def ines  mafia i n  terms of " t h e  p r i v a t e  u s e  of v io l ence  a s  

a  means of control:' "~afia i s  a  form of  un l i censed  'v io lence ,"  which, 

however, opera tes  i n  t h e  pub l i c  r e a l q .  What emerges very  c l e a r l y  i n  

~ l o k ' s  exce l l en t  and pa ins tak ing  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h i s  v i o l e n c e  and 

i t s  r e l a t i o n s  to  the s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  people  l i v e  i n  i s  t h e  importance 



of t h e  n a t i o n a l  framework: t h e  r o l e  of v io lence  i n  t h e  maintenance 

of t he  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  Blok emphasizes t h a t  i t  would be  a funda- 

mental  e r r o r  t o  v iew v i o l e n c e  a s  a  symptom of d i s i n t e g r a t i o n :  "we 

must - r e s i s t  t h e  t empta t ion  t o  desc r ibe  homicide i n  terms of ' aoc i a l  

d i s o r d e r ,  a s  h a s  s o  o f t e n  been done." Very c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  "per- 

sons  wh-o had a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  v io lence  and who eschewed r e c o u r s e  t o  

p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  commanded respec t .  They were q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y  t h e  

most r e s p e c t e d ,  t h e  most honorable,  t he  most powerful, and ve ry  o f t e n  

t h e  most weal thy men o f  t h e  community. Others l e s s  s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  

realm of v i o l e n c e  tu rned  t o  them f o r  mediat ion and pro tec t ion ."  

Th i s  point--which i s  founded i n  Blok's b a s i c  approach-- i l l l s -  

t r a t e s  a  s i m i l a r i t y  between h i s  study and what has been s a i d  above 

concerning t h e  work o f  T i l l y  a s  wel l  a s  Wal le rs te in .  Blok s e e s  peop le ' s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  v i o l e n c e  a s  a  b a s i c a l l y  r a t i o n a l  one. It comes 
, 

from t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and how t h i s  is  s o  i s  one of t h e  main con- 

c e r n s  of h i s  book. Blok i s  suspic ious  of explanat ions which d e a l  

w i t h  v i o l e n c e  i n  terms of c u l t u r e  only. H i s  s tudy sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  

cond i t i ons  of  S i c i l i a n  peasan t s  l i v i n g  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  e s s e n t i a l l y  

neo -co lon ia l i s t  cannot  adequate ly  be analyzed without anchoring t h e  

a n a l y s i s  very  c o n c r e t e l y  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e .  This  c r i t i c i s m  is a  

common one towards a n a l y s e s  dea l ing  wi th  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  

and t h e i r  o f t e n  o v e r t  v i o l e n c e  and oppression. bu t  ~ l o k ' s  s tudy  shows 

t h a t  a  c l o s e  look  a t  European experience suggests  i t s  s t r o n g  r e l e -  

# 
vance t h e r e ' a l s o .  I f  one would speak of a  tu rn ing  inwards i n  a  c r i t i -  

c a l  ve in ,  a s  was s u g g e s t e d . i n  t he  beginning of t h i s  pape r ,  i t  could 
I 

b e  found i n  t h e  admiss ion  t h a t  not only i s  the  European framework 



inappropr ia te  elsewhere bu t  a l s o  what i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  ana lyz ing  

other  p a r t s  of t h e  world, f i n d s ,  i n  broad o u t l i n e s ,  r e l evance  i n  Europe. 

The bu lk  of t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  Rura l  P r o t e s t :  Peasant  Movements 

and Socia l  Change d e a l s  w i t h  European movements from t h e  Middle Ages 

to  the post.-War pe r iod .  Rodney H. ~ i l t o n  w r i t e s  on peasant  s o c i e t y ,  . 

peasant movements and feudal ism i n  medieval  Europe, and Be t ty  H. and 

Henry A .  Landsberger on t h e  g r e a t  peasant  r e v o l t  of 1381 i n  England. 

E .  J .  Hobsbawm's chapter  on s o c i a l  b a n d i t r y  summarizes h i s  e a r l i e r  

account on the s u b j e c t .  Rural  anarchism i n  Spain  is  d e a l t  w i t h  by 

~ i k l 6 s  ~ o l n d r  and J,uan Pekmez, and t h e  Pugachev r e v o l t  by P h i l i p  Long- 

worth. Two chap te r s  have been devoted t o  E a s t e r n  Europe i n  t h i s  cen- 

tury--George D. ~ a c k s o n ' s  gene ra l  e s say  on   astern Europe and Dyzma 

Galaj1s  a r t i c l e  on Poland. The only  papers  focus ing  on a r e a s  o u t s i d e  

of Europe a r e  Yu. G .  Alexandrov on post-War peasan t  movements 2n Asia 

andNor th  Af r i ca ,  and G e r r i t  Huizer and Rodolfo Stavenhagen on 

developments l i nked  t o  land  reforms i n  Mexico and B o l i v i a .  

. 
There i s  a l s o  Henry A. Landsberger ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  g iv ing  a 

framework f o r  s tuyding  peasant  movements. The aim of  t h i s  in t roduc-  

t i o n  i s  t o  provide a  common framework f o r  o t h e r  w r i t e r s .  More pre- 

c i s e l y ,  t h i s  was t h e  i n i t i a l  aim, a s  Landsberger admi ts ,  because t h e  

framework has by no means guided a l l  qf t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  I n  any 

case, Landsberger 's i n t r o d u c t i o n  g ives  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s -  

cuss ion. 

Landsberger d e f i n e s  both t h e  phenomenon o f  t h e  peasant  and 

t h e  movement dimensional ly.  The peasant--or "low s t a t u s  r u r a l  c u l t i -  

vator ,"  a  term p r e f e r r e d  by Landsberger--is de f ined  on t h e  b a s i s  of 



''economic s t a t u s "  and " p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  ." According t o  Landsberger 

one 'must r ecogn ize  a s e r i e s  of important dimensions a long  which t h e  

p o s i t i o n  p e a s a n t s  occupy i n  a  soc i e ty  can be  measured, and t h e s e  

dimensions a r e  cont inuous .  Both economic s t a t u s  and p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  

can  b e .  conver ted  i n t o  t h r e e  dimensions, which a r e  t h e  posses s ion  of 

c r i t i c a l  " r e sou rce  inpu t s , "  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o n t r o l  over  " t r ans fo r -  

. mation p roces ses ,  " and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  ' 'output ." By t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  

t h e  p e a s a n t  can  b e  desc r ibed  i n  terms of  how high  o r  low h e  is  i n  each 

dimension. P e a s a n t s  a r e  desc'ribed and i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of how 

t h e  goods o r  r e s o u r c e s  have been d iv ided  between them and o t h e r s .  

T h i s  approach emphasizes r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

goods o r  r e sou rces .  It d e a l s  e s s e n t i a l l y  wi th  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  people  

have  i n  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  and d i f f e r s  i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  ways from Waller- 

s t e i n ' s ,  T i l l y ' s ,  and Blok's view (and t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  no t ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  

t h e  same i n  a l l  r ega rds . )  An example can be taken from T i l l y .  H i s  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  food r i o t s  i s  congruent with E r i c  Wolf 's  d e f i n i t i o n  

of t h e  peasan t  community a s  c o n s i s t i n g  of " r u r a l  c u l t i v a t o r s  whose 
' , 

s u r p l u s e s  s e r v e  b o t h  t o  underwri te  i t s  own s tandard  of  l i v i n g  and t o  

d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  remainder t o  groups i n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  do no t  farm b u t  

must be  f e d  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  goods and s e r v i c e s  i n  turn."  I n  t h i s  

fo rmula t ion  t h e  peasan t  i s  defined not  on the  b a s i s  of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  

they hold  ( a s  i n  ~ a n d s b e r g e r ' s  c a s e ) ,  b u t  on the  b a s i s  of  r e l a t i o n s  

between groups of people.  This d i s t i n c t i o n 3  i s  s t i l l  more s t r i k i n g  

3 ~ h i s  i s  done i n  an a r t i c l e  by Wlodzimierz Wesolowski and 
Kazimierz Slomczynski, "Social  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  P o l i s h  C i t i e s , "  
i n  S o c i a l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  ed i t ed  by J. A. Jackson (Cambridge: Cam- 
b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1968), pp. 176-177. 



i n  the case  of mafia i n  Blok 's  a n a l y s i s .  The b a s i c  p o i n t  i n  Blok's 

s tudy i s  tha t  mafia i s  an expression of a  c e r t a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be- 

tween the  l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  community. The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  maf ios i ,  

a  kind of peasan-t en t repreneurs ,  i n  terms of a  d imens ional  approach 

would obscure Blok's a n a l y s i s  even though t h i s  k ind  of d e s c r i p t i o n  no 

doubt could be made. I am not sugges t ing  t h a t  ana lyz ing  problems i n  

terms of the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of goods o r  r e s o u r c e s  should  b e  r e j e c t e d .  

But i f  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  a t  i s s u e  a s  they a r e  i n  a n a l y s e s  of peasant 

movements, o r  i n  statemaking f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  I doubt  t h e  f r u i t f u l n e s s  

of t h i s  approach. On Landsberger 's s i d e  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  problem. 

Landsberger connects t he  dimensional d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  peasan t  t o  the  

a n a l y s i s  of d i scon ten t  i n  terms of s t a t u s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  and r e l a t i v e  

depr iva t ion .  Besides t he  e s s e n t i a l l y  soc i a l -psycho log ica l  na tu re  and 

weak explanatory power of t h i s  framework ( i n  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  to  da t e )  , 
i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  apply i t  t o  most peasan t  movements i n  an em- 

p i r i c a l l y  s t r i c t  sense.  I f  used l o o s e l y ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand, i t  i s  

a  h e u r i s t i c ' d e v i c e  which can be app l i ed  a lmost  anywhere. 

Donald S.  Zagoria,  i n  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Communism, Revolu- 

t i o n  and t h e  Asian Peasant ,  ponders t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "why, i n  t h e  modern 

world, i t  has been the  Asian Communist p a r t i e s  which have so  o f t e n  

played the  r o l e  of midwife t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  l a n d l e s s  and land 

poor." He puts. t he  problem i n  a  more g e n e r a l  form: " In  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  

I want t o  focus on one p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of r u r a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  the  

modern world--the pervasive r u r a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  Fa r  Eas t  and t h e  



u s e  made of t h a t  i n s t a b i l i t y  by Asian Communist p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  own 

. r e v o l u t i o n a r y  purposes .  " 

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  formulat ion of the  problem r e v e a l s  t h e  

prime c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  major po r t ion -o f  t he  volume i n  two b a s i c  

r ega rds .  F i r s t ,  t h e  problem is conceptual ized a s  one of " i n s t a b i l i t y , "  

o r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  which make f o r  gr ievances among the  peasan t s .  Thus, 

Zagoria ,  f o r  example, d i s c u s s e s  a  -combination of f a c t o r s  which have con- 

t r i b u t e d  t o  peasan t  gr ievances  i n  t h e  monsoon a r e a s  of Asia: a very  

heavy "p re s su re  on t h e  land" (due t o  h igh  ag ra r i an  .dens i ty  and low pe r  

c a p i t a  o u t p u t ) ,  an  unusual ly  heavy concent ra t ion  of l a n d l e s s  and land  

poor ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  tendency toward "pauperizat ion" of t h e  peasan t ry  

( l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  mounting popula t ionpressures) ,  and a  h i g h  degree  

of p a r a s i t i c  l and lo rd i sm ( t h i s ,  too ,  b a s i c a l l y  due t o  popu la t ion  pres-  

s u r e  which r a i s e s  l a n d  va lues . )  I n  add i t i on ,  he r e f e r s  t o  s u c h . s o c i a 1 -  

p sycho log ica l  f a c t o r s  among peasants  a s  t he  r e l a t i v e  ease  of communica- 

t i o n  i n  dense ly  s e t t l e d  a r e a s ,  and t h e  sheer  d i f f i c u l t y  of t h e i r  work. 
, 

A second p a r t  of t h e  concep tua l i za t ion  is  the  a b i l i t y  of cer -  

t a i n  groups ( i . e .  Communists) t o  u t i l i z e  these  condi t ions .  The i r  or- 

g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  cemented by ideology,  a r e  superimposed on 

t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  which promote " i n s t a b i l i t y  ." This  compartmentaliza- 

t i o n  and t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of t he  two p a r t s  i s  exemplified i n  Zagor i a ' s  

s ta tement  t h a t  ' t he  Communists i n  Asia "have been unusual ly successf  u l  

i n  e x p l o i t i n g  peasan t  gr ievances,"  o r  i n  Se Hee Yoo's a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  tenancy d i s p u t e s  "formed condi t ions  f avo rab le  t o  peasant  

s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  Communist inf luence."  

It i s  obvious  t h a t  t he  l eade r sh ip  of a  r evo lu t iona ry ,  o r  any 

o t h e r  p a r t y  o r  group, c a l c u l a t e s  t he  r e a c t i o n s  of t he  popu la t ion  and 



modif ies  i t s  program wi th in  some range w h i l e  s eek ing  t o  keep i t s  

o r i g i n a l  goal  i n  mind'. But I am wary of t h i s  image c o n s i s t i n g ,  on 

t h e  one hand, of the condi t ions  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  i n s t a b i l i t y  and 

gr ievances ,  and of t h e  revolu t ionar ies '  t h a t  mob i l i ze  a  d i s s a t i s f i e d  

popula t ion ,  on the  o the r .  

A decept ive  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  image i s  t h e  r a t i o n a l i t y  implied - 

whereas i t s  main f e a t u r e  af t 'er  a l l  seems t o  be i ts-  i r r a t i o n a l i t y .  

It assumes t h a t  the "leaders1'  a c t  m p r i n c i p l e s  of r a t i o n a l i t y  and . . 

c a l c u l a t i o n .  Obversely, peasants  a r e  s e e n  a s  something whose manipu- 

l a t i o n  is  a t  i s s u e .  This i s  what T i l l y  i n  h i s  paper  on food r i o t s  

c a l l s  t h e  "hydraulic" image: "hardship i n c r e a s e s ,  p r e s s u r e  b u i l d s  

up, t h e  v e s s e l  bu r s t s . "  And, one may add,  i t  i s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

who e x p l o i t  t h e  ou tbu r s t  and/or a c c e l e r a t e  i t .  T i l l y  c r i t i c i z e s  

t h i s  approach i n  h i s  con t r ibu t ion  t o  ~ e w i s '  volume where he  d e a l s  

w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of town and country i n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  s a y i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  po in t  i n  searching  f o r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between 

r a d i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  and revolu t ionary  a c t i o n s  and t h a t  a l s o  t h e  s e a r c h  

f o r  a c t i v e  gr ievances misses t he  po in t .  H i s  argument i s  t h a t  i n  a  

number of Asian r u r a l  r e b e l l i o n s  many " reac t ive1 '  e lements  a r e  e a s i l y  

d i s c e r n i b l e .  The po in t ,  which a l s o  i s  c e n t r a l  i n  E r i c  Wolf 's  book 

on peasant  wars, i s  t h a t  i t  is  the  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  d i f f e r e n t  groups 

o r  c l a s s e s  . in  t he  whole soc i e ty  t h a t  coun t s ,  no t  g r i evances  and t h e i r  

i d e o l o g i c a l  complexion a s  such. 

More 'genera l ly  of course, the  g e n e r a l  appro:ch i n  Lewis' book 

i s  reminiscent  of what E. P. Thompson c a l l s  t h e  t empta t ion  t o  suppose 

t h a t  a  c l a s s  i s  "a thing." Here the  peasan t ry ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  i s  reduced 

t o  a  th ing ,  and "it" i s  explo i ted  by t h e  revolutionaries,~whereas, i t  



seems t o  me, t h e  p e a s a n t s  should be seen a s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  "embodied 

i n  r e a l  peop le  and i n  a r e a l  context .  I14 Here i s  the  n a t u r a l  p o i n t  of 

d e p a r t u r e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of the  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of i d e n t i t y  and opposi- 

t i o n  of i n t e r e s t s  among d i f f e r e n t  groups. 

VI - 

I t  was argued i n  the  beginning ..of t h i s  paper t h a t  Immanuel 

W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  s tudy  on  t h e  s ix t een th  century  Europe can be seen  a s  

a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of  a t u r n i n g  inwards. I n  h i s  book what occurred i n  

Europe i s  n o t  viewed a s  a model f o r  the development of t h e  under- 

developed c o u n t r i e s  b u t ,  on the con t r a ry ,  a s  a po in t  of d e p a r t u r e  f o r  

unders tanding  t h e i r  underdevelopment. This  c a r r i e s  a s t e p  f u r t h e r  

t h e  dependency and underdevelopment t h e o r i e s  i n  t h a t  i t  not  on ly  

admits  t h e  inadequacy of t h e  convent ional  European model of economic 

and p o l i t i c a l  development t o  the underdeveloped world bu t  a l s o  'em- 

- p h a t i c a l l y  q u e s t i o n s  i t s  relevance f o r  t h e  European exper ience  i t s e l f .  

Some of t h e  books reviewed here  r evea l  an obvious he ightened  

s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  p e a s a n t s  and t h e i r  problems. It i s  s a f e  t o  s ay  t h a t  

t h e  t r end  is  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  many o the r  s t u d i e s .  This new response  has  

a connec t ion  w i t h  W a l l e r s t e i n ' s  view: f o r  both t h e r e  is,  i n s t e a d  of 

concern f o r  "modernization," .a s e n s i t i v i t y  towards the  people ,  who have 

exper ienced  "modernization," those who paid t h e  bulk  of t h e  c o s t s .  

Some o f  t h e  reasons  underlying t h i s  new emphasis seem f a i r l y  

obvious,  o r  a t  l e a s t  f requent  r e f e rences  . a r e  made t o  them. The r e v e r s e s  

experienced by neo-colonialism and the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t he  United S t a t e s ,  

no tab ly  i n  Vietnam, a r e  a common denominator by many accounts .  

4 
E.  P. Thompson, The Making of t h e  Engl i sh  Working Class  (New 

York: Pantheon Books, 1963), pp. 9-10. 



This  l inkage  i s  noE a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  3ns ,  b u t  Wal l e ra t e in ,  

f o r  example, d i s c a r d s  many o lde r  notiorts about  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  Euro- 

pean development i n  the world. This  new i n t e r p r e t a c i o n  can be  pu t  

i n t o  a  perspec t ive  on the  b a s i s  of t he  c h a l l e n g e  which has  been 

presented by the  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  t o  Western dominance. 

And the re  i s  r e a l i z e d  i n  t h i s  process  a  sympathy f o r  p e a s a n t s .  

An element which is d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  t h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y  is  t h a t  

i t  is  not j u s t  sympathetic,  . i n  the  sense  of a n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  

t h e  "underdogs," o r  of a n  i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t s .  There is  a  

concomitant a t t i t u d e  of skepcicism and d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  connected 

t o  the  understanding of t he  harsh  r e a l i t y  of t h e  peasan t  exper ience  

i n  Europe and t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  Eurocentr ism.  

But i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  k ind  of unde r ly ing  pessimism 

can be found a l s o  i n  much o the r  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s i n g  on p e a s a n t s .  Anton 

Blok's study could be c i t e d  a s  an example. It i s  n o t  c l e a r  how much 

of  t h i s  tone could be explained f o r  t h e s e  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a d v e r s i t i e s  

experienced by the. "core a r e a s  ." C e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  not  

ru l ed  out .  Perhaps i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  

together  with a kind of c l a r i t y  of v i s i o n ,  i s  o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

s o c i a l  dec l ine .  
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5 ~ h i s  i s ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  an obse rva t ion  which Mbrr i s  Janowitz 
g ives  i n  d iscuss ing  Barr ington Moore's l a t e s t  book (American Jou rna l  
of Sociolopy 79 (1974), 1322). 


