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H i s t o r i a n s  of e a r l y .  modern w e s t e r n  Europe a r e  t a k i n g  a  c l o s e r  

l o o k  a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  common p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  development of 

modern p o l i t i e s .  Not o n l y  is  t h e  f o c u s  o f ' t h e s e  h i s t o r i a n s  o n  t h e  much 

u n d e r s t u d i e d  p e a s a n t r i e s  and p r o l e t a r i a t s ,  b u t  they  have begun t o  l a y  

a  b a s i s  f o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r o t e s t  and 

p o l i t i c a l  movements found i n  modern s o c i o l o g y  and economics l i t e r a t u r e .  

I n  much o f .  t h e  contemporary  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p r o t e s t  i s  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d  a t  b e s t  a s  a  mechan ica l  r e a c t i o n  t o  empty bel..Lies, o r  s i m i l a r  forms 

of  psycho log ica l .  s t r e s s ,  and a t  w o r s t  a s  a  form of dev iance .  George 

~ u d e ' h a s  begun t o  p u t  " f a c e s t '  on  t y p i c a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  p r o t e s t s  i n  

t h e  1 8 t h  and '9 th  c e n t u r i e s  i c  England and France ,  and what we have d i s -  

c o v e r e 4  a r e  t h e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  community food s u p p l y ,  worlcers w i t h  c l a i m s  

on t r a d i t i o n a l  j o b  r o l e s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  d r i v e n  from t h e  l a n d  

by m e c h a n i z a t i o n  and encl .osure ,  and a r t i s a n s  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  of  g r i e v a n c e s  

a g a i n s t  m a s t e r s  i n  t h e  t r a d e  and a g a i n s t  governments f o r  t h e i r  r o l e s  i n  

t h e  a r t i s a n s '  decl . in i . r~g f u t u r e  i n  a n  j . n d u s t r i . a l i z i n g  economy,. S t i l l  

t' 
more . . important ,  under  t h e  impact  of c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  Rude, E., P .  Thornpgon, 

E .  J .  IIobsbawm, C h a r l e s  T i l l y  and o t h e r s  ( s e e  f o r  example, T. Cobb 1968;  

A .  Sohoul. 1958;.'211. Agulhom 1970) t h e  p a ~ t i c i p a n t s  i n  popu la r  p r o t e s t s  

have  begun t o  rcsn.!::e themse lves  i n t o  co l l ec2- ions  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  

d i s t i n c t  c l a i m  agai .nst '  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  food ,  I-and, men, money and 

work o r g a n i z a  t i o u .  And they  have r e s o l v e d  themselves  i n t o  c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t c r s  whose c a p a c i t y  t o  contend w i t h  power h o l d e r s  f o r  c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  

r e s o u r c e s  cras dependen t  upon t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  soc j . a l  s t r u c t u r e  l i n k i n g  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o g e t h e r .  



\ .  
. - What I propose  t o  do i n  t h i s  paper  i s  t o  o f f e r  a  b r i e f  c r i t i c a l  

comparison of two vi'ews o f  p r o t e s t ,  and t h e n  t o  p r e s e n t  d a t a  from my 

r e s e a r c h  on workers  i n  t h e  Engli'sh. I n d u s t r i a l  Revolu t ion  which throw 

i n t e r e s t i n g  l i g h t  on a l l  t h r e e  l i n e s  of e x p l a n a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s h o r t  

s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  I w i l l  n o t  be  a b l e  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  e i t h e r  s e t  o f  t h e o r i e s  

o r  t o  my own d a t a ,  b u t  I hope t h a t  I w i l l  a t  l e a s t  have r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  

meaningful  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  i n  

p r o t e s t .  

The Soc io logy  of D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and R e v o l t  

Modern s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  h a s  a d d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  

t h e  quesFion  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  and t i m i n g  of c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  

s t r i k e s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  movements. A major  theme of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

t h e  l i n k i n g  o f  r a p i d  s o c i a l  change t o  r e l a t i v e l y  spontaneous  forms of 

p r o t e s t .  I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  two major  components o f  

l a r g e  s c a l e  s o c i a l  change i n  t h e . 1 9 t t i  and 2Cth c e n t u r i e s ,  a r e  l i n k e d  

by t h e s e  t h e o r i e s . d i r e c t l y  t o  v i o l e n c e  and p o l i t i c a l  upheava l  through 

i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s .  Hardship ,  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  , 

breakdown and l o s a  of  s o c i a l  - i n t e g r a t i o n ,  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  combined 

w i t h  f a i l u r e  t o  a c h i e v e  expec ted  r e t u r n s  (hence r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n )  

a r e  some of t h e  most commoq mechanisms which media te  change and i n d i -  
.'. 

v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s .  

N e i l  Smelser h a s  p rov ided  u s  w i t h  a.compact s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  

p r o c e s s ,  v e r s i o n s  of which c a n  b e  found i n  o t h e r  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  of 

s o c i a l  change ( s e e  f o r  example Hunt ing ton  1968; 'Kornhauser  1959; Gurr 

1969) : 

* 
For views. and reviews of t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  s e e  A .  O b e r s c h a l l  

I973 and T.  R.  Gurr 1969; Bienan 1968; Tj . l ly  1970. 



With in ' the .economy i t s e l f ,  r a p i d ' i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  no 
m a t t e r  How- coord2na ted ;b i t es  unevenly  i n t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
s o c i a l  and economic s t r u c t u r e .  And throughou-t  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  

' t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  occas ioned  by. a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
and u rban  changes. always- p roceeds  i n  a  seesaw r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  i n t e g r a t i o n ;  t h e  tic0 f o r c e s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  b r e e d  l a g s  
and b o t t l e n e c k s .  The f a s t e r  t h e  tempo o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  
t h e  more s e v e r e  a r e  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s .  T h i s  unevenness  
c r e a t e s  anomie i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s e n s e ,  f o r  i t  g e n e r a t e s  d i s -  
harmony between l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and t h e  normat ive  frame- 

w k  by which t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d .  (Smelser  
1964: 270) 

t I Consequent ly ,  t h e  s c o p e  and i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s l o c a t i o n  c r e a t e d  

by s t r u c t u r a l  changes" i s  f i r s t  among t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  " g e n e s i s  and 

moulding o f  s o c i a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s . "  

Smelser  ' s s t u d y  of s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  among t h e  tex- 

t i l e  workers  o f  England i n  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  s t i l l  among 

t h e  most i n s i g h t f u l  works on i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  I n  i t  Smelser  des-  

c r i b e s  t h e  accumula t ion  of r e s o u r c e s  and t echnology  which p e r m i t  . .  

s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  i n  s p i n -  

n i n g  and  weaving i n  t h e  c o t t o n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  of  anc cash ire, England. 

A s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  workers  i n  t e x t i l e  t r a d e s  e x p e r i e n c e  

a )  l o s s  of economic s e c u r i t y - - i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n  from t h e .  c y c l e  of 

d e p r e s s i o n  and boom, 'and i n  t h e  long  r u n  from d i sp lacement  by new j o b  

r o l e s  o r  machines ,  b )  u n c e r t a i n t y  from poor  i n d u s t r i a l  management i n  

t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of i n d u s t r i a l  growth, and c )  s t r e s s  due  t o  t h e  change 

i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  working c l a s s  f a m i l y  r e q u i r e d  by f a c t o r y  j o b s .  

There  a r e  o t h e r  consequences  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  s p i n n i n g  

and weaving d e s c r i b e d  b y  Smelser ,  b u t  t h e s e  t h r e e  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  main 

f o c i  o f  h i s  argument.  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  S m e l s e r ' s  formula  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  

t h e  t i m i n g  and c o n t e n t  of p r o t e s t  i s  s i m p l e  and a t t r a c t i v e .  Consider-  

i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  handloom weavers 



i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  mechan iza t ion  and i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  number 

. . of  weavers  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  h e  s t a t e s  i t  thus :  

While t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x p l o s i v e  r e g r e s s i o n  was p e r p e t u a t e d  
by long-term p r e s s u r e s -  t o  f o r c e  hand-loom weaving o u t  of t h e  

. econo'my, ' a c t u a l  v i o l e n c e  t ended  t o ' o c c u r  d u r i n g  t r a d e  slumps.  
A s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  b u s i n e s s  c o n d i t i o n s  de te rmined  t h e  t iming ,  
s t r u c t u r a l  p r e s s u r e s  t h e ' c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  (Smelser 
1959: 248)  

The g r e a t e r  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r e s s u r e  due t o  unemployment and d e c l i n i n g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e , v i o l e n c e  d u r i n g  economic d e p r e s s i o n .  . . 

The less w e l l - i n t e g r a t e d  and more anomic t h e  handloom weavers  become, 

t h e  more l i k e l y  they  w i l l ,  m a  period of economic d e p r e s s i o n ,  s e e k  u t o p i a n  

p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  l a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  de-indus t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n  proposed.  by Cobbet t ,  and P a r l i a m e n t a r y  reform.  (Smelser  1959: 

In view of S m e l s e r ' s  e x p l i c i t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  mechanisms 

g e n e r a t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  b e h a v i o r  and i n  view o f  t h e  wide a c c e p t a n c e  

. which t h e  s t ress /d j . s sa t i s fac t ions  models o f  p r o t e s t  and c o l l e c t i v e  

b e h a v i o r  have a c h i e v e d ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  r i d e s  on S m e l s e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  con- 

c e r n i n g  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t  among t h e  handloom weavers .  The 

t i m i n g  of p r o t e s t  seems t o  me t o  be  one i m p o r t a n t  measure o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  

p roduc ing  p r o t e s t s . .  I f  v i o l e n c e  and p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  a r e  a  mechanical  

r e a c t i o n  t o  s t r e s s  t h e n  t h e r e  s h o u l d ' a e  a strong c o r r e l a t i o n  between 

p e r i o d s ' o f  h i g h  economic d i s t r e s s  a n d . p r o t e s t .  But ,  i f  a s  I s h a l l  

a r g u e  below, t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  'and t h e  mobi l i za -  

t i o n  f o r  p r o t e s t s  by g roups  r e p r e s e n t  two q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,  

t h e n  t h e  t i m i n g  of p r o t e s t  w i l l  b e  governed by f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  mobi l i -  

z a t i o n  f o r  p r o t e s t .  



T h i s  view of E n g l i s h  workers '  . p r o t e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Revolu- 

t i o n  by a n  American s o c i o l o g i s t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b e h a v i o r  f i t s  q u i t e  

w e l l  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d ic tum of B r i t i s h  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s .  E. J .  

~obsbawm m a i n t a i n s  : 

B e f o r e  1850, and i n  some backward c o u n t r i e s  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  
a l s o ,  s o c i a l  movements were  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by c a t a s t r o p h i c  
and s i m u l t a n e o u s  i n c r e a s e s  i n  m i s e r y  f o r  most of t h e  working 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  which even t h e  s k e t c h i e s t  e v i d e n c e  r e v e a l s .  .. 
Depress ion  . . . began i n  t h e  main i n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  sector--most 
o f  t e n  wi th  bad harvests- -and a f  f e c t e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  
--through raw m a t e r i a l  s h o r t a g e s ,  b u t  c h i e f l y  through c o n t r a c t -  
i n g  t h e  main body of home demand, which was r u r a l .  Consequent ly ,  
h i g h  unemployment tended t o  o c c u r  a t  t imes  of famine p r i c e s ,  
a  s i t u a t i o n  which a lmos t  ' compel led  r i o t i n g  ." (Hobsbawm 1968: 
130)  

H~bsbawm p r e s e n t s  enough d a t a  t o  m a k e . t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

mos t ly  i n  t h e  fo rm.of  v i s u a l  comparisons  o f  l i s t s  of d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  

and some of t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  and p o l i t i c a l  movements o f  

t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C u r i o u s l y ,  Hobsbiwm h imse l f '  documents examples o f  p r o t e s t  and pro- 

t e s t e r s  which s h o u l d  b e g i n  t o  p e r s u a d e  us  t h a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s  prod- 

uces  group p r o t e s t .  H i s  work on b a n d i t r y  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  impor tance  o f  

community c o o p e r a t i o n  and s u p p o r t  f o r  b a n d i t s '  s u r v i v a l  (Hobsbawm 1969) .  

Machine-breaking demonstra ted how c a r e f u l l y  i s s u e s  were drawn by p r o t e s t e r s  

who r a r e l y  harmed a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  obnoxious  machines.  And i n  h i s  work on 

t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  l a b o r  s e c t s  of England h e  emphasizes  how i m p o r t a n t  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  o f  p o t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  of t h e  l a b o r  movement was. (Hobsbawm 1959.)  

S i m i l a r l y ,  E .  P .  Thompson h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  drawn a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  importance 

f o r  group p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  of t h e  b a s e s  f o r  g roup  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r i s h  

and o f  i n f o r m a l  forms of  a s s o c i a t i o n  by members o f  t h e  working c l a s s e s ,  such  

a s  t h e  w e a v e r s H ' t a k i n g  homel'day. The p r i o r  e x i s t e n c e  of b a s e s  f o r  a c t i o n  

p e r m i t t e d  communication, s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of c l a i m s ,  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  of e f f o r t s ,  

and i n  many c a s e s  gave r e g i o n a l  p r o t e s t  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  form. 



The.work of t h e s e  h i s t o r i a n s  s u g g e s t s  a n  a l t e r - n a t i v e  model o f  p r o t e s t .  

We b e g i n  by assuming t h a t  food r i o t s ,  machine-breaking,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s t r i k e s  a n d , p o l i t i c a l  movements a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  r e a s o n a b l e ,  o f t e n  

s u c c e s s f u l  means of g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  d e s i r a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .  Modern 

i n t e r e s t  group t h e o r y .  h a s  a rgued  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  .tend t o  a c t  n o t  a s  

i s o l a t e s  b u t  th rough  fo rmal  i n t e r e s t  groups  and t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a n  i n t e r e s t  group i n c r e a s e s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  a  c l a i m  shared  by 

a  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  be  p r e s e n t e d .  (Olsen 1968; Common 1950) 

I n  t h e  absence  of such  fo rmal  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  b a s e s  f o r  a c t i n g ,  group 

c a p a c i t y  f o r  a c t i o n  depends upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  u n d e r l y i n g  s o c i a l  
. . 

s t r u c t u r e s  i n .  communities,  neighborhoods,  o r  among p e r s o n s  who a s s o c i a t e  

a t  work, through r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  i n  o t h e r  r o l e s  which l i n k  

them t o g e t h e r .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  communication networks ,  

s h a r e d  c o n c e p t i o n s  of r i g h t s ,  o r  memberships i n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  make p o s s i b l e  - 

t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  by i n d i v i d u a l s  and make group a c t i o n  more 

l i k e l y .  , T h e r e f o r e ,  group c o n t e n d e r s  f o r  power a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  have .. 

two t h i n g s :  a )  they  must p o s s e s s  a s h a r e d  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  a c t o r s  i n  

t h e  s o c i e t y ,  and b )  t h e  members of t h e  group must e x e r t  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  

over  r e s o u r c e s .  Resources  may c o n s i s t  o f  money, b u i l d i n g s ,  weapons, members, 

and s o  on.  The p r o c e s s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e s o u r c e s  

w e ' c a l l  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  The more r e s o u r c e s  m o b i l i z e d ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  of t h e  group f o r  c o n t e n t i o n .  C o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of pooled r e s o u r c e s  t o  common ends .  ( T i l l y  1973) 



. . 
P r o t e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a  form of c o l l e c t ~ v e . a c t i o n ,  i n  which contenders  

f o r  power apply resources  t o  Inf luence ,  d i s p l a c e ,  o r  des t roy  o t h e r  con- 

t ende r s ,  members of t h e  p o l i t y ,  o r  t h e  government i t s e l f .  

Content ion f o r  power does no t  occur  i n  a  vacuum. The r e a c t i o n s ,  

oppos i t i on ,  counter-mobil izat ion by opponents and t h i r d  p a r t i e s  a r e  
. :. 

a n  impor tan t  p a r t  o f  t h e  process  of contending f o r  power. React ions 

'of o t h e r  a c t o r s  comprise a continuum from f a c i l i t a t i n g  responses  t o  

non-action, t o  a c t i v e  oppos i t ion .  W e  d e f i n e  r ep re s s ion ,  t h e  most i m -  

p o r t a n t  form of  r e a c t i o n  f o r  p re sen t  purposes ,  a s  a c t i o n  'by any a c t o r  

i n  a  s o c i e t y  which r a i s e s  t h e  c o s t s  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  ( i . e .  makes . . 

u t i l i z a t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  resources  necessary  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n )  

f o r  contenders  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  For completeness ,  power we d e f i n e  

t e n t a t i v e l y  a s  t he  r e t u r n  f o r  r e sou rces  expended. Thus i f  a  contender 

app l i ed  r e sou rces  to  i n f luenc ing  government and g e t s  more than  i t  

once d i d ,  we say  i t  i s  ga in ing  power. A member of t he  p o l i t y  of a  

s o c i e t y  w i l l  r e c e i v e  resources  from t h e  government wi th  r e l a t i v e l y  

l i t t l e  expendi ture  of resources  compared w i t h  a  non-member of t he  

p o l i t y .  

Figure 1 

- 

Repression -< -- Power 

Mobi l iza t ion  
I 

TF- - ~ o l l e ' c t i v e .  ~ c t i o n  



A t  1eas.t t h r e e  conclusions f o l l o w  d i r e c t l y  from th'e model of 

c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n  wliZch. c o n t r a s t  sha rp ly  w l t h  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n s  made by 

Smelser and Hobsbawm. 

1. For p r o t e s t  we need mob2lized contenders .  Conditions which 

h inde r  mob i l i za t ion  such as. t he  break-up of communities, t h e i r  f r i end -  

s h i p  networks, and i d e n t i t i e s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  des t roy  t h e i r  capac i ty  f o r  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  Long term economic dep res s ion  i n  a  given t r a d e  o r  

community should even tua l ly  reduce i t s  capac i ty  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  

no t  l e a d  t o  g r e a t e r  v io lence .  Conversely, t h e  growth of a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

in formal  communication and f r i e n d s h i p  networks, whether o r  no t  t i e d  

t o  t e r r i t o r i a l i t y  a s  t h e  r u r a l  community was, makes c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  

p o s s i b l e .  However, i t  fol lows t h a t  r e c e n t  migrants  t o  an  urban en- 

vironment a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  p r o t e s t  than  r e s i d e n t s  

w i th  e s t a b l i s h e d  neighborhood o r  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  t i e s .  I n  l a r g e  s c a l e  

p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e s t  o f  a l l  forms we would expect  t o  f i n d  members of 

r e l a t i v e l y  well-mobilized groups r a t h e r  than  p r o t e s t e r s  who a r e  i so-  

l a t e d ,  anomic o r  poor ly  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  community. ( .h inzade  1973) 

2.  Repression,  i n  t he  long run should r e s u l t  i n  a  d e c l i n e  i n  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  by the  t a r g e t s  of r e p r e s s i o n .  I n  t he  s h o r t  run, t h e  

impact of r e p r e s s i o n  on c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  may be  complex, sometimes 

l ead ing  t o  r a l l y i n g  of resources ,  sometimes f o r c i n g  a  change i n  t h e  

form of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  r a t h e r  than  a  change i n  i t s  frequency. 
- 

3. Thi rd ly ,  s i n c e  I have argued t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  

in s t rumen ta l  group behavior ,  we would expect  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  E e  

timed wi th  opponents weaknesses whenever t h e r e  i s  a  choi'ce f o r  t he  

contender .  ( In  t he  c a s e  of food r l o t s ,  f o r  example, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

choice  t h a t  can be exerc ised  about when t o  p r o t e s t . )  For i n d u s t r f a l  



workers,  t h a t  imp l i e s  t h a t  s t r i k e s  w i l l  occur  i n  boom per iods  not  i n  

depress ions  when t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  demand f o r  labor .  I n  t h e  case  of 

i l l e g a l  t r a d e  unions o r  p o l i t i c a l  contenders ,  a c t i v i t y  should i n c r e a s e  

i 
i n  t h e  presence of o t h e r  cha l lenges  t o  government. ( ~ n y d e r  1974) More 

gene ra l ly ,  t h e  presence  of  c o a l i t i o n s  of contenders ,  l i k e  i nc reases  

i n  mob i l i za t ion ,  i n c r e a s e s  t he  l i k e l i h o o d  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

Comparing A l t e r n a t i v e  Explanat ions of t h e  Timing of P r o t e s t  

The d a t a  I have assembled make i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  t h e  arguments 

made by Smelser and Hobsbawm on t h e  d a t a  from which they were der ived .  

I have assembled informat ion  on p r o t e s t  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  by both. . 

working c l a s s e s  and non-working c l a s s e s  i n  t he  county of Lancas te r ,  

England, modifying the  boundaries s l i g h t l y  t o  inc lude  towns o u t s i d e  t h e  

county b u t  which were c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  Manchester. 

The d a t a  cover the  y e a r s  between 1793 and 1830, t h a t  i s  the  yea r s  

between the  a c t u a l  ou tbreak  o f h o s t i l i t i e s  wi th  France and the  r i s e  of a g i t a t i o n  

l ead ing  t o  t h e  f i r s t  Parl iamentary ~ e f o r h  Act .(1832). The period 

inc ludes  the  reform a g i t a t i o n  and r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  war yea r s ,  . . 

t h e  g r e a t  weavers s t r i k e s  of 1808 and 1818, t h e  Luddism i n  Lancashire  

i n  1812 and 1826, t he  i n t e n s e  p o l i t i c a l  reform a g i t a t i o n  and consequent 

. r ep re s s ion  i n  Lancashire  between 1816 and 1819, and t h e  massive s t r i k e  

waves i n  t h e  y e a r s  1818 and 1830. S t a t i s t i c a l  s e r i e s  on s t r i k e s ,  and 

o t h e r  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a r e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  publ ished sources .  



The annual  d a t a  used i n  t h i s  r e sea rch  were compiled from r e p o r t s  i n  

t h r e e  l o c a l  newspapers, Eome Of f i ce  correspondence i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Record 

Off ice ,  and c r i m i n a l  c o u r t  records  f o r  t h e  County of  Lancas te r .  A 

, f e w v a r i a b l e s  were a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t ime t h i s  paper  was w r i t t e n  f o r  

a n a l y s i s  of over-time c o r r e l a t i o n s  between economic t r ends  and c o l l e c -  

t i v e  a c t i o n .  A much l a r g e r  s e t  of  d a t a - h a d  been accumulated f o r  n ine  

s e l e c t e d  y e a r s  between 1800 and 1830 which permi t ted  c l o s e  examination 

of some of t h e  processes  a f f e c t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r o t e s t .  

Comparing A l t e r n a t i v e  Explanat ions of t h e  Timing of P r o t e s t  

The d a t a  which a r e  o f f e r e d  h e r e  a r e  no t  in tended  t o  provide .  

a  conc lus ive  cpmparison of a l t e r n a t i v e  models. There a r e  t oo  many 

a l t e r n a t i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  of such concepts  o f  r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  

o r  s t r e s s ,  t o  permi t  a  s i n g l e  t e s t .  But t h e  t ime s e r i e s  d a t a  r a i s e  

problems f o r  some s imple  ve r s ions  of t h e s e  models. F i r s t  I w i l l  con- 

s i d e r  t h r e e  types  of p r o t e s t  s e p a r a t e l y :  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  ( .f ive 

o r  more persons  a t t empt ing  t o  i n j u r e  persons ,  damage o r  d e s t r o y  o r  s e i z e  

p r o p e r t y ) ,  s t r i k e s ,  and working c l a s s  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  which funda- 

mental  p o l i t i c a l  change i s  a  man i f e s t  o b j e c t i v e .  A s  measures of t h e  

f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  s t r e s s  experienced by members of t h e  working c l a s s e s  

I u s e d . a )  oatmeal p r i c e s  a t  a  major market i n  Lancas te r  county and 

b )  t h e  A. D. Gayer t r a d e  c y c l e  index.  ~ a ~ e r ' s  index  of  t h e  t r a d e  

c y c l e  i s  tuned p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  unen~ployment, hence i s  a  d i r e c t  measure 

of s t r e s s e s  due t o  l o s s  of jobs  and wages. Th i rd ly ,  I used annual  

increments  i n  Hoffman's index of ' i n d u s t r i a l  p roduct ion  a s  a  measure 

.of t h e  pace of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  we l a c k  d i r e c t  measures 

of  m o b i l i z a t i o n  such a s  t h e  presence o r  s t r e n g t h  of community networks,  

$ ;,,. 
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  member , .of  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  p r o t e s t ,  o r  

\ 



TABLE 1 

STANDARDIZED REGRESSION. TIME SERIES DATA: LANCASHIRE 1 7 9 3 - 1 8 3 0  

; : R e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  m o r e  t h a n  twice i t s  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r .  ; : ; : S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 6  l e v e l .  

a - Year of o b s e r v a t i o n .  
b - G a y e r  T r a d e  C y c l e  I n d e x .  S e e  A . D . G a y e r ,  W.W.Rostow, a n d  A . J . S c h w a r t z ,  

  he G r o w t h  a n d  F l u c t u a t i o n  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Economy 1 7 9 0 - 1 8 5 0 ,  O x f o r d ,  1 9 5 3 ,  p .  3 5 5 .  
'c - A v e r a g e  a n n u a l  p r i c e  ( i n  d l  of o a t m e a l  p e r  l o a d  a t  L a n c a s t e r  m a r k e t .  A b s t r a c t -  

E q u a t i o n  

1 

2 

3  

4  

5  

E q u a t i o n  

6 

7 

8 

9  

c 
p r i c e s  

-. 0 8  

. 2 3  

3 7 2  

Prices 

-. 06  

. 1 8  

43:" 

e d  f r o m  t h e   anc caster G a z e t t e .  
d - W.G.Hoffman  I n d e x .  S e e  B.R. M i t c h e l l  a n d  P .  ~ e a n e .  A b s t r a c t  of B r i t i s h  H i s to r -  

D e p e n d e n t  
Var. 

S t r i k e s  

W.C1. 
R e f o r m  

W.C1. 
R e f o r m  
C o l l e c t .  
V i o l e n c e  
C o l l e c t .  
V i o l e n c e  
D e p e n d e n t  

Var.  

S t r i k e s  

W.C1. 
R e f o r m  

W.C1. 
R e f o r m  
C o l l e c t .  
V i o l e n c e  

N 

2 9  

2 9  

38  

2 9  

3 8  

N 

3 1  

31 

3 5  

31 

i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  2 7 1 .  
e - S e e  A p p e n d i x .  

(21  

M i d . C I  
R e f o r m  

52::' 

37"' 

4  7  ;: 

.33;';a 

. 0 2  

M i d . C l .  
R e f o r m  

46':' 

3 8 2  

49':' 

38':' 

Time a 

. 2 5  

- .  05 
- 

. 3 0  

. 1 8  

Time 

. 2 8  

-. 0 1  

. 2 7  

Trade 
C y c l e  

. 1 2  

-. 3 3  
- -- 

-.  1 7  

-.  0 1  

T r a d e  
C y c l e  

W.Cl ."  
Reform 

. 2 1  

W.CL. 
Reform 

R~ 

. 4 0  

. 3 4  

. 2 7  

. 4 7  

. 3 7  

R~ 

- 3 6  

. 2 2  

. 2 5  

- 4 3  

f. 

C h a n g  S t r i k e s  I .Pr D-W 

1 . 5 6  

1 . 9 0  

2 . 0 3  

1 . 8 1  

2 . 0 7  

D-w 

1 . 5 0  

1 . 9 7  

2 . 0 7  

- 45':' 

Strikes 

t 

. 2 4  

. 1 7  

-.  20 

R D ~  

- . 2 5  

. 1 2  

. 0 8  

. 1 3  



even un ion  membership, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of a  few examples which I 

w i l l  p r e s e n t  below. A s  a  measure of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  

non-working c l a s s  c o n t e n d e r s  and o f  t h e  a v a i l a l j i l i t y  of middle  c l a s s  

s u p p o r t  f o r  working c l a s s  m o b i l i z a t i o n  I w i l l  u s e  a n  index  of midd le  

c l a s s  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  and l o c a l  government reform.  

L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i c e s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  d a t a  o n  which t h i s  

i n d e x  i s  based a r e  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  of t h e  s t u d y .  These d a t a  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t a b l e  form i n  t h e . a p p e n d i x  t o  t h i s  paper .  

For  l a c k  of b e t t e r  models,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  v a r i a b l e s  

were  presumed l i n e a r  and t i m e  s e r i e s  r e g r e s s i o n  was employed t o  t e s . t  

them. Two v e r s i o n s  of t h e  b a s i c  l i n e a r  e q u a t i o n  were  t e s t e d .  . I n  t h e  

f i r s t ,  p r i c e s ,  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e ,  t ime  and middle  c l a s s  c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  

power were  used a s  p r e d i c t o r s  of c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  s t r i k e s ,  and work- 

i n g  c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t s .  (See Tab le  1, Equa t ions  1-4) P r i c e s  

and t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  were  poor  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  s t r i k e s  and p o l i t i c a l  ac- 

t i o n .  Lagging t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  one  o r  more t ime  p e r i o d s  d i d  n o t  improve 

t h e i r  p r e d i c t i v e . p o w e r .  I t  may be  argued t h a t  t h e s e  measures  a r e  t o o  

s i m p l e  and t h a t  some combinat ion o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and c u r r e n t  economic 

r e t u r n  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  g e n e r a t i n g  d i s c o n t e n t .  ( I t  i s  

worth  n o t i n g  t h a t  a s i m p l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t r a d e  c y c l e s ,  p r i c e s  

and p r o t e s t  has been m a i n t a i n e d .  See Rostow 1949; Hobsbawm 1968; 

Rober t s  1968J  I n  a second v e r s i o n  of ' t h e  r e g r e s s i o n  e q u a t i o n ,  a  measure 

of economic r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  from t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  d a t a  

* 
r e p l a c e d  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  and i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  measures .  Th i s  

* 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  measure fo l lowed  a  s u g g e s t i o n  by 

Halaby (1974),  and methods recommended by Hibbs (1974) .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h i s  i n d e x  and a n o t h e r  which was t r i e d  w i t h  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  i s  con- 
t a i n e d  i n  t h e  appendix.  



measure of r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  was a l s o  a - p o o r  p r e d i c t o r  of s t r i k e s  

and working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  movements f n  Lancash i re .  (See T a b l e  1, 

Equa t ions  6-91 

TRe r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  and economic s t r e s s  

2n L a n c a s h i r e  is a  more i n t e r e s t i n g  one.  High. p r i c e s  p r e d i c t  c o l l e c t i v e  

v i o l e n c e  wh'i le t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e ,  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  and economic 

r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  do n o t .  Three  forms o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  pre-  

. dominated i n  L a n c a s h i r e  i n  t i m e s  o f  h i g h  food  p r i c e s :  food r i o t s ,  

poaching and machine-breaking.  There  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

t h e s e  forms of p r o t e s t  were  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  i n  themselves  and d i r e c t e d  

t o  r e s t o r i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i c e  o r  food supp,ly l e v e l s ,  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

work o r g a n i z a t i o n .  (~ude'1964; Pea=ock 1965; Hobsbawm 1968) Women 

a t  marke t s  s e i z e d  food and s o l d  i t  a t  reduced p r i c e s ,  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  

proceeds  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner. Commu-nity members s e i z e d  food  a s  i t  

was b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  away from t h e  i o c a l  market o r  a t  p o r t s  where i t  

was t o  b e  shipped t o  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  o r  t h e y  s imply  t h r e a t e n e d  m i l l e r s  

and warehouse owners i n t o  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  l o c a l . m a r k e t  from s t o r e s  

b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  w i t h h e l d  t o  d r i v e  p r i c e s  up. . S i m i l a r l y  machine 

b r e a k i n g  by t h e  bands o f  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  l u d d i t e s  which p r e v a i l e d  i n  

t h e  West Rid ing  o f  Y o r k s h i r e -  i n  1812 o r  t h e  l a r g e r  y e t  c o h e s i v e  crowds 

of machine b r e a k e r s  i n  L a n c a s h i r e  i n  1812 and 1826 a l s o  s e l e c t e d  t a r -  

g e t s  w i t h  c a r e *  Sometimes f a c t o r i e s  were  d e s t r o y e d  which had been  

b u i l t  t o  house  power-driven machinery Rat more o f t e n  they  s e l e c t e d  

t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  machines which were b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

a  d e c l i n e  i n  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o r  t o  t h e  t r a d e ;  l e a v i n g  o t h e r  machinery,  

t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  and t h e  dismayed owner unharmed. Poaching i n  gangs o f  

10-15 a s s e r t e d  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t . t o  h u n t  game i n  w i n t e r  months a g a i n s t  



t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of l anded  e l 2 t e  which was i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t h e  

r i g h t s  t o  u s e  l a n d  f o r  p l e a s u r e .  The f a c t  t h a t  each o f '  t h e s e  . o c c u r r e d  

p redominan t ly  i n  t imes  o f  extreme p r e s s u r e  on consumption does  n o t  

d e t e r  us. f rom a r g u i n g  t h a t  each r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r i o r  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  

The impact of r a p i d ,  s h o r t  term, p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  e v i d e n t l y  i s  t o  make 

more l i k e l y  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  based on community m o b i l i z a t i o n .  - - O t h e r  

forms of c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  for,  example v i o l e n c e  d u r i n g  s t r i k e s ,  were  

n o t  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  r i s e s  i n  p r i c e s .  

The s t r o n g e s t  and most c o n s i s t e n t  f i n d i n g  which t h e s e  d a t a  

s u p p o r t  is  a  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a l l  forms of  working c l a s s  

c o l l e c r i v e  a c t i o n  and c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  power by t h e  middle  

c l a s s e s  i n  L a n c a s h i r e .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p r e d i c t i o n s  

based  on t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n / c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  model of p r o t e s t .  But 

s i n c e  we have no measure o f  m o b i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g r e s s i o n  model, 

t h i s  i s  a t  b e s t  i n d i r e c t  ev idence  o f  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s t r o n g  

p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  p o l i t y  and m o b i l i z a t i o n  by working c l a s s  

c o n t e n d e r s .  We must,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t t e m p t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  power by t h e  midd le  c l a s s e s  i n  L a n c a s h i r e  and 

working c l a s s  c o l l e c t i v e  a c c i o n .  

F i r s t  l e t  us examine s t r i k e s  i n  L a n c a s h i r e .  The l a r g e  s t r i k e  

waves among workers  i n  t h e  county,  which invo lved  handloom weavers  i n  

1808, and  a l l  t r a d e s  i n  1818, 1825, and 1830, each c o i n c i d e  w i t h  a  g a i n  

i n  momentum i n  middle  c l a s s  a c t i v i t y .  I n  1807 and 1808 t h e  

commercial e l i t e s  of L a n c a s h i r e  and o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t i e s  

began a g i t a t i o n  f o r  peace  w i t h  France.  I n  1818, middle  c l a s s  r a d i c a l s  

i n  L a n c a s h i r e  a c t i v e l y  mobi l i zed  on  a  l o c a l  l e v e l  t o  d i s p l a c e  a n  en- 

t r e n c h e d  e l i t e  i n  Manchester, Between 1816 and 1819 middle  c l a s s  s u p p o r t  



f o r  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  reform r e v i v e d .  I n  1825, l i b e r a l ,  members of P a r l i a m e n t  

- .. 
o b t a i n e d  repe.a l  of t h e  Combination Acts  (a l though  t h e s e  M.P.s were n o t  

from L a n c a s h i r e ) ,  and 1830 marked t h e  r i s e  o f  midd le  c l a s s  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  

re fo rm which was f i n a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  Moreoever, i n  each of t h e s e  y e a r s  

t h e r e  is  d i r e c t  ev idence  of c o o p e r a t i o n  and c o a l i t i o n  among t h e  midd le  

c l a s s e s  and t h e  t r a d e s  of L a n c a s h i r e ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  

I n  1807 l a r g e  manufac tu re r s  i n  weaving p e t i t i o n e d  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  weavers , 

, 
f o r  minimum wage l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n  1818 S i r  Rober t  P e e l ,  a  Lancash i re  

i n d u s t r i a l i s t ,  i n t r o d u c e d  h i s ,  second f a c t o r y  a c t  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a  measure 

wide ly  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i v e s  who s t r u c k  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  1824 

and 1825 t r a d e s  i n  L a n c a s h i r e  and C h e s h i r e  s e n t  de lega- tes  t o  appear  

b e f o r e  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  committee c o n s i d e r i n g  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Combination 

A c t s .  And i n  1830, workmen, w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  middle  c l a s s  s u p p o r t ,  p e t i t i o n  f o r  

new f a c t o r y  l e g i s l a t i n n  and l e g i s l a t i o n  p r e v e n t i n g  payment o f  wages i n  t r u c k .  

But t r a c i n g  t h e  t h r e a d ,  i f  i t  e x i s t s ,  f rom r e s o u r c e s  mobi l i zed  by 

t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  of workmen i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 

d i f f i c u l t .  D i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of s t r i k e s  by t h e  middle  c l a s s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  w e a l t h i e r  members o f  t h e  middle  c l a s s ,  was h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  Never- 

t h e l e s s  i t  i s  n o t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  middle  c l a s s  c h a l l e n g e  

t o  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  g r e a t l y  encouraged " t e s t i n g "  opponents  by t r a d e  

u n i o n s .  Moreover,  t h e  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e s  which were  d i r e c t l y  suppor ted  by 

t h e  middle  c l a s s e s  no doubt d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  l i n k i n g  of s e p a r a t e  

working c l a s s  groups  i n  d i f f e r e n t  toxns  and a c r o s s  t r a d e s .  I n  1808, 

1818 and 1830, f o r  example, t h e  s t r i k e  waves were marked by c o n s i d e r a b l e  

s u c c e s s  i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of p r e v i o u s l y  independen t ly  o r g a n i z e d  groups  

w i t h i n  t r a d e s  and by t h e  f i r s t  e f f o r t s  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  g e n e r a l  union 



i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t r a d e s .  (,Cole 19532 U n f o r t u n a t e l y  our  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

c o o p e r a t i o n  between m i d d l e . a n d  working c l a s s e s  is s p o r a d i c .  With more 

cont2nuous measures of c o o p e r a t i o n  we cou ld  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  examples 

I have  c i t e d  h e r e  a r e  n o t  simply.  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c a s e s  o f  a t t e m p t e d  

cooper  a t  ion .  . . 

S t i l l  more p l a u s i b l e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between midd le  c l a s s  

and working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  government. There  i s  much 

d e s c r i p t i v e  ev idence  of t h e  complex and i n t e r m i t t a n t  a l l i a n c e  between 

t h e  two c l a s s e s  i n  s u p p o r t  of P a r l i a m e n t a r y  reform.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  decade 

of t h e  Napoleonic Wars (1793-1803) working c l a s s  m o b i l i z a t i o n  f o r  

p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  tended t o  o v e r l a p  b u t  a l s o  proceeded i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

o f  middle  c l a s s  re fo rm e f f o r t s .  The mass ive  l e g i s l a t i v e  and l o c a l  

p o l i c e  r e p r e s s i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  q u i c k l y  dampened midd le  c l a s s  

s u p p o r t  f o r  r e fo rm a f t e r  1794 ,  b u t  working c l a s s  a g i t a t i o n  was n o t  

. d r i v e n  underground u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Between 1800 and 1815, 
c I,?" b s 

when t h e  wars ended, working p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  b o r e  l i t t l e  r e l a -  
/\ 

t i o n s h i p  t o  midd le  c l a s s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  bu t  a t  t h e  same t ime  i t  was r e l a -  

t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  scope .  Beginning i n  1816, working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  

movements grew i n  waves, s t i m u l a t e d  b o t h  by middle  c l a s s  a g i t a t o r s  

and l e a d e r s  and by p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s  whose program and form 

were  p a t t e r n e d  on s u c c e s s f u l  midd le  c l a s s  models. Thus p e t i t i o n s  and 

r e s o l u t i o n s  emanating from working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  a ssembl ies  i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d  have a  ve ry  midd le  c l a s s  r i n g  t o  them. I n  1819 a t  t h e  l a r g e ,  

well-known mee t ing  a t  Burn ley ,  L a n c a s h i r e  t h e  speaker  spoke n o t  o n l y  

o f  t h e  mounting government r e p r e s s i o r ,  b u t  a l s o . o f  n o t h i n g  more n o r  

l e s s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h a n  reform of t h e  law of f o r g e r y .  I mean, of 

c o u r s e ,  n o t  t o  d e t r a c t  from t h e  s t r e n g t h  of working c l a s s  commitment t o  



p o l i t i c a l  r e fo rm,  b u t  t o  demons t ra te  t h e  i n f u s i o n  of  d i s t i n c t l y  non- 

working c l a s s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p l a t f o r m s  promoted by t h e  movements 

which t h e y  s u p p o r t e d .  I n  1830,  t h e  a l l i a n c e  between midd le  c l a s s  and 

working c l a s s  r e f o r m  i n t e r e s t s  was, i f  a n y t h i n g ,  even more e x p l i c i t .  

Middle  c l a s s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  re fo rm movement q u i t e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  

o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  u n i o n  s c o i e t i e s  w i t h  a  v iew t o  promot ing working 

c l a s s  and midd le  c l a s s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  re fo rm.  

F i n a l l y ,  n o t  o n l y ,  d o e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  midd le  c l a s s  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  

government seem t o  encourage  s t r i k e  waves and working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  

c h a l l e n g e ,  b u t  t h e  d a t a  seem t o  show t h a t  working c l a s s  c o l l e c t i v e  . . 

v i o l e n c e  was a l s o  encouraged by midd le  c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  

Equa t ion  5 i n  Tab le  1 c a s t s  more l i g t t  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  C o l l e c t i v e  

v i o l e n c e  i s  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s t r i k e s  (and s t r i k e s  a s  I have shown 

o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  midd le  c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l l e n g e ) ,  b u t  c o l l e c t i v e  

v i o l e n c e  does  n o t  o c c u r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  midd le  c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  

c h a l l e n g e s  a p a r t  from s t r i k e s .  

Moreover, Equa t ion  5 a l s o  shows t h a t  working c l a s s  p o l i t i c a l  

movements a r e  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  

decades  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  S m e l s e r ' s  p r e d i c t i o n .  I 

shou ld  emphasize a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  what I have c a l l e d  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  

i n  my d a t a  is  v i o l e n c e  i n  which a  group of c i t i z e n s  a s s a u l t  

a n o t h e r  group of  c i t i z e n s  o r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Vio lence  by a u t h o r i t i e s  



r e p r e s s i n g  working c l a s s  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  "co l l ec -  

t i v e  v i o l e n c e . "  Those f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  Spa F i e l d s  Meet ings  i n  1816, 

t h e  march o f  t h e  b l a n k e t e e r s  i n  1817, and w i t h  t h e  P e t e r l o o  massacre  

i n  1819 w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  a r e  reknowned f o r  t h e  

nuutber of a r r e s t s  and t h e  magni.tude of t h e  ca rnage  by a u t h o r i t i e s -  and 

n o t  f o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e  of t h e  c i t i z e n s  who met on t h o s e  o c c a s i o n s .  

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  .?nd MobiLiza t i o n  

The t ime  s e r i e s  d a t a  shou ld  a t  l e a s t  throw doubt  on t h o s e  

t h e o r i e s  which a r g u e  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  and p r o t e s t  a r e  n a t u r a l  

c o r r e l a t e s  of economic d e p r e s s i o n ,  r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and r e l a -  

t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n .  I f  t h e  d a t a  $0 no more t h a n  t o  make u s  t a k e  a  

c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  whi'ch p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  b rought  t o g e t h e r  

a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  and on b e h a l f  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a i m ,  t h e y  w i l l  

have s e r v e d  a purpose .  

But even conceding t h e  Lack o f  c o n t i n u o u s  measures  o f  t h e  

l e v e l  of m o b i l i z a t i o n  by c o n t e n d e r s  we c a n  draw some c o n c l u s i o n s  from 

such  d e t a i l e d  s o u r c e s  of d a t a  on p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as a r r e s t  r e c o r d s ,  and 

from t h e  s c a t t e r e d  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on t r a d e  union f o r m a t i o n  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I w i l l  conc lude  t h e s e  arguments w i t h  two 

b r i e f  examples which p o i n t  t o  t h e  importance of m o b i l i z a t i o n  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  

two forms of p r o t e s t ,  s t r i k e s  and po:Lit ical .  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

F i r s t ,  i f  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  m o b i l i z a t i o n  i n  a  pa r tkcu-  

l a r  t r a d e  a r e  what make s t r i k e  a c t i o n  p o s s i b l e  t h e n  we would expec t  

t o  b e  a b l e  t o  o b s e r v e  s t r i k e  p a t t e r n s  which r e f l e c t  a  reduced c a p a c i t y  

f o r  s t r i k i n g  when no union e x i s t s ,  and a  h i g h e r  s t r i k e  r a t e  when union 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g .  An i n f o r m a t i v e  comparison o f  un ions  i n  two 



L a n c a s h i r e  C e x t i l e  t r a d e s ,  t h e  handloom weavers  and t h e  mule s p i n n e r s ,  

h a s  been made by t h e  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i a n  H.  A .  Turner .  , (Turner  1962) 

The handloom weavers ,  p a r t i c ~ l a r 1 . y  t h e  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  broadloom weavers ,  

comprised a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s k i l l e d  t r a d e .  The t r a d e  was commonly g r a v i t a t e d  

t o  by unemployed workmen i n  o t h e r  t r a d e s  when t h e r e  was a  slump, i t  was 

t h e  p a r t - t i m e  summer and f u l l  t ime  w i n t e r  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  s m a l l  f a r m e r s ,  

and i t  was t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  most I r i s h  m i g r a n t s  t o  L a n c a s h i r e  assumed on 

a r r i v a l .  S i n c e  weaving was outwork; t h e  employees o£ a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  

employer were  s c a t t e r e d  over  t h e  nea rby  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n  dozens of s m a l l  

v i l l a g e s .  Under t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  c o n c e r t e d  

a c t i o n  among weavers  of any one emplyer was ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t ;  forming 

a  u n i o n  which c o n t r o l l e d  e n t r y  o r  e x i t  t o  t h e  t r a d e  was u n t h i n k a b l e .  

S t r i k e s  by t h e  handloom weavers  s h o u l d  conform t o  t h e i r  b r i e f  p e r i o d s  o f  

countywide m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  and t h e y  do.  Apar t  from t h e  s t r i k e  waves i n  1808,and 

1818 which a p p a r e n t l y  cor respond  t o  t h e  o n l y  p e r i o d s  i n  which a  countywide 

un ion  e x i s t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  ve ry  few s t r i k e s  by weavers  b e f o r e  1825.  

Mule s p i n n e r s ,  by c o n t r a s t  were  a  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  t e x t i l e  t r a d e .  

Turner  a t t r i b t e s  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were  

f a c t o r y  bas,ed b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  D a i l y  c o n t a c t  a t  work, and 

t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s t r i k e  by c o n t r o l l i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a s i n g l e  

f a c t o r y  s i t e  promoted t i g h t  un ion  o r g a n i z a t i n n  f i r s t  a t  t h e  shop l e v e l  

and u l t i m a t e l y  between shops  and towns. c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n  of  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  s p i n n e r s '  s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  shop  l e v e l  o c c u r  more o r  l e s s  

c o n t i n u o u s l y .  T h e i r  s u p e r i o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t r i k e  

t a c t i c s .  S p i n n e r s  s t r u c k  r e g u l a r l y  when t r a d e  was up o r  when new o r d e r s  f o r  

y e r n  had j u s t  a r r i v e d ,  n o t  when t r a d e  was d e p r e s s e d .  S t r i k e  waves by 

s p i n n e r s  c o r r e s p o n d ,  a s  we found b e f o r e ,  t o  p e r i o d s  of b road  p o l i t i c a l  

c h a l l e n g e  t o  government.  



The second example a l s o  c o n c e r n s  t h e  handloom weavers .  The weavers ,  

p r e c i s e l y  because  of  t h e i r  d e c l i n i n g  economic s t a t e  and l a c k  of  o rgan iza -  

t i o n  a s  a  t r a d e ,  have  been c r e d i t e d  w i t h  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  p o l i t i c a l  movements i n  L a n c a s h i r e .  I n  March, 1817,  t h e . f i r s t  wave 

o f  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  re fo rm a g i t a t i o n  among t h e  working c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  reached  i t s  c l i m a x  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  march of t h e  B l a n k e t e e r s .  

More t h a n  t e n  thousand p e r s o n s ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  working c l a s s ,  gathe;ed 

a t  Manchester  t o  march t o  London t o  p r e s e n t  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  Par l iamen-  

t a r y  r e f o r m  and f o r  r e l i e f  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  economic d i s t r e s s e s .  

They were  c a l l e d  t h e  B l a n k e t e e r s  because  each  w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  c a r r y  

a  r o l l e d  b l a n k e t  f o r  s l e e p i n g .  T y p i c a l l y  weavers  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o c c u p a t i o n  

ment ioned i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n t h e  march of  t h e  

B l a n k e t e e r s .  

The assembl ing  of such  a  l a r g e  number was made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  i n t e n -  

s i v e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  members b e g i n n i n g  i n  1816 by t h e  work ing-c lass  

based Hampden .Clubs of  L a n c a s h i r e .  We know from r e p o r t s  of i n f o r m e r s  

t h a t  r e c r u i t m e n t  of members f o r  t h e  Hampden Clubs made e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of  
" 

f r i e n d s h i p  ne tworks ,  and group t i e s  formed i n  f a c t o r i e s  o r  th rough  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  D i s s e n t i n g  c h a p e l s .  I f  handloom weavers  tended t o  b e  p o o r l y  

i n t e g r a t e d  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e s e  ways, a s  Smelser  h a s  c la imed ,  t h e n  i n  

s p i t e  of t h e i r  d e s p e r a t e  economic p o s i t i o n  we wou1.d e x p e c t  t h e i r  r a t e , o f  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o  b e  below t h a t  o f  o t h e r  t r a d e s ,  n o t  above i t .  Weavers 

comprised some two t h i r d s  of  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  of  s o u t h e a s t e r n  L a n c a s h i r e .  

By c o n t r a s t  on ly  44% o f  t h e  some 200 p e r s o n s  a r r e s t e d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  t h e  march were weavers .  About 12% were  s p i n n e r s  w h i l e  29% were  

members o f  c r a f t s .  Once a g a i n  economic d i s t r e s s  a l o n e  i s  a  poor p . red ic to r  

of  p r o t e s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  The enormous p r o p o r t i o n  o f  members of c r a f t s  

comes as a s u r p r i s e ,  h u t  shou ld  no t  s u r p r i s e  u s  f o r  l o n g .  A r t i s a n s  have 

had a  r e p u t a t i o n  among h i s t o r i a n s  ;is p o l i t i c a l .  a c t i v i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  



R e v o l u t i o n ,  a l l e g e d l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  of t h e i r  power 

o v e r  t h e i r  t r a d e s  ( S c o t t  1974; Hobsbawm 1968; Thompson 1965) .  I t  i s  

r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e  i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  much h i g h e r  than  

t h a t  of a t r a d e  w i t h  a d m i t t e d l y  f a r  wor5e economic problems. T h e i r  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p r e s e n c e  is  a t  l e a s t  a r g u a b l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  

m o b i l i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e i r  t r a d e s  which r e s u l t e d  i n  g r e a t e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  

i n t o  t h e  community and a  g r e a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e  i n  t h e  march.  

(For  a  s i m i l a r  f i n d i n g  s e e  Aminzade 1973) 

Conc lus ions  

These d a t a  show t h a t  p r o t e s t  by workers  i n  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e '  ' 

c l a s s i c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  does  n o t  seem t o  b e  a  s i m p l e  e f f e c t  

of t h e  rhythm o f  t h e  h a r v e s t  c y c l e  o r  of t h e  p i n c h  of c rop  and b u s i n e s s  

f a i l u r e .  I n s t e a d  t h e s e  d a t a  s u p p o r t  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  model d f  p r o . t e s t  

which t r e a t s  p r o t e s t  a s  we t r e a t  o r d i n a r y  group b e h a v i o r ,  something 

, made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  s o c i a l - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f a b r i c  of s o c i e t y .  These 

d a t a  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h e  argument t h a t  p r o t e s t  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l ' a n d  a  form 

of  c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  power. Because p r o t e s t  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i t  i s  . 

s e n s i t i v e  t o  p o l i t i c ' a l  c o n t e x t :  r e p r e s s i o n  by government,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  c o a l i t i o n  f o r m a t i o n ,  and weakening of  opponen t s .  The d a t a  I 

have p r e s e n t e d , d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  f u l l  o r  comple te  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  p ropos i -  

t i o n s ;  most o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  remains  t o  b e  s k e t c h e d  i n .  But i n  i t s  

broad  o u t l i n e s ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  r e v e a l s  p r o t e s t  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  growth and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t i e s .  
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APFENDIX 

A T r a d e  C D  Coil;  id. ~ l ?  ~ 1 < .  ~ 1 .  I n d u s t r .  
Year S t r i k e s  C y c l e  i3rices V i o l .  R e f o r m  R e f o r m  P r o d u c t i o n  

1 7 9 3  0 0  0 0  i.I D  0  2  0  0  . MD 
1 7 9 4  0 0  0  1 MD 0  1 3  0  MD 
1 7 9 5  0 5  2  5 MD 0 7  3  0  .?'ID 
1 7 9 6  0 1  3  0 MD 0 5  3  0  MD 
1 7 9 7  0 0  0 0  MD 0  0  0  0  MD 
1 7 9 8  0 0  1 0  MD 0  1 0  0  MD 
1 7 9 9  0 1  3  0  MD 0 1  0  0  MD 
1 8 0 0  0 1  4 0  8 4 8  1 3  0  0  MD 
1 8 0 1  0 2  3  0  5  7  1 1 2  0  3 .  5 3  - -  

1 8 0 2  0 3  5  0  3 5 8  0  11 0  0  5  6  
1 8 0 3  0 7  1 0  4 0 0  0  Lt 0  0  5  7  
1 8 0 4  0 2  . 1 5  1.1 1 2  00 0 0  5  9  
1 8 0 5  0 2  2 5  4 3 9  0  2  0  0  6  0  
1 8 0 6  0 0  3  0  4 4 9  0 4  0  3  6  1 
1 8 0 7  0 1  2  0  4 8 4  1 0  2  1 6 3  
1 8 0 8  1 9  1 0  5 6 5  2  8  3  1 6  0  
1 8 0 9  0 3  4 0  5 6 0  1 0  3  0  6  1 
1 8 1 0  0 6  5  1! 5 0 9  2  2  1 0  6  7  
1 8 1 1  0 0  0  0  I-! 8 3  0  2  1 0  70 
1 8 1 2  0 0  1 0  7 6 6  6  9  2 3  6 6  
1 8 1 3  0 0  1 5  6 7 5  0 3  0  3  6  8  
1 8 1 4  0 3  25 .4 4  8  0  2  0  0  6 6  
1 8 1 5  0 1  3 0  . 4 2 4  0  8  0  0  7  4  
1 8 1 6  0 4  0 0  '-I 0  0  2  0  3  3  7  2  
1 8 1 7  0 2  3 0  6 6 6  0 7  2  3 7  9  
i 8 1 8  3 6  5  0  5 4 3  2  4 3  0  82  
1 8 1 9  0 2  0  0  4 5 6  1 6  3  3 7 
1 8 2 0  0 2  1 0  4 2 0  0 3  .2 3  8 1  
1 8 2 1  0 3  1 5  3 2 4  ' 0 0  0  0  8  5  
1 8 2 2  0 5  2  0  3 2 5  0 3  2  3 8 9  
1 8 2 3  ' 0 1  3  0  3  9  7  0 1  0  0  9  4  
1 8 2 4  0 3  4 0  LI 6  0  0  7  0  0  9  9  
1 8 2 5  1 0  5  0  4 0 5  0 2  0  0  1 0 8  
1 8 2 6  0 6  0  0  4  6 6, 2 5  1 0  9 9  
1 8 2 7  11 1 5  4 8 4  0 3  1 0  1 1 2  

. 1 8 2 8  0 6  20  . 3 4 3  0  9 0  0  1 1 9  
1 8 2 9  11 00 11 2  2  3  3  1 0  1 1 5  
1 8 3 0  5 5  1 5  4 4 6  5 6  3  3  1 2 6  

A .  A . D . G a y e r  t r ade  c y c l e  i n d e x  X 1 0 .  S e e  T a b l e  1 f o r  e x a c t  r e f e r e n c e . .  
B .  I n d e x  of M i d d l e  c l a s s  l oca l  a n d  : ? a t i o n 2 1  g o v e r n m e n t a l  r e f o r m  o r  

.or f u n d a m e n t a l  p o l i c y  c h a l l e n g e  ( o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  w a r ,  O r d e r s  i n  
C o u n c i l  o r  t h e  c o r n  l a w s ) :  1 - 1 - 3  p e t i t i o n s  o r  m e m o r i a l s  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  l oca l  o r  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  2 - m o r e  t h a n  3  p e t i t i o n s ,  3 - a n y  
n u m b e r  of p e t i t i o n s  p l u s  e v i d e n c e  of a c t i v e  a g i t a t i o n . s u c h J ' a s  f o r m i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i ~ n s ~ f o u n d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s  o r  f o r m i n g  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f o r  
s u s t a i n e d  m o b i l i z a t i o n  f o r  c h a n g e .  

C .  Index of W o r k i n g  c lass  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  r e f o r m  . 

o r  f u n d a m e n t a l  p o l i c y  c h a l l e n g e .  ( S e e  B ,  s u p r a . )  
. D., W.G.Hoffman  i n d e x  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  X 1 0 .  S e e  T a b l e  1 f o r  

exact  r e f e r e n c e .  



Appendix - 2 

The measure  o f  r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  u s e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  c o n s i s t s  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  a measure  o f  economic e x p e c t a t i o n s  and  a 

measure  o f  economic ach ievemen t -  o f  w o r k e r s .  The g e n e r a l  f o r m u l a t i o n  

f o l l o w s  G u r r  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  b u t  a p p e a r s  f r e q u , e n t l y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  

r o u g h l y  t h e  same f o r m .  I la laby  ( 1 9 7 3 )  s u g g e s t e d  a ' m e a s u r e  o f  e x p e c t a -  

t i o n - ~  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a w e i g h t e d  sum o f  p r i o r  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e  u s e d  

t o  measu re  c u r r e n t  economic  a c h i e v e m e n t .  S i n c e  " e x p ~ c t a t i o n s "  c a n  

be measu red  d i r e c t l y  some s u c h  i n d i r e c t  measure  must  be  s u b s t i t u t e d .  

The w e i g h t e d  sum s u g g e s t e d  by Halaby  c o n s i s t s  of a n  i n f i n i t e  s e r i e s  

o f , p r i o r  v a l u e s  of t h e  measu re  ( i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  s e r i e s  would be t r u n c a t e d  

a t  some r e a s o n a b l e  p o i n t )  whose t e r m s  a r e  w e i g h t e d  by c o e f f i c i e n t s  which 

f o r m  a g e o m e t r i c  se r ies  summing t o  1. The w e i g h t e d  sum u s e d  h e r e  i s  

s i m p l i f i e d .  I t  p e r f o r m e d  p o o r l y ,  and  a t t e m p t s  t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c o e f f i c i e n t s  w e r e  n o t  p u r s u e d .  The t r a d e  c y c l e  i n d e x  

was u s e d  a s  t h e  measure  of  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  I t  seemed t o  r e f l e c t  . t h e  

" s t r u c t u r a l  s t r e s s "  u s e d  i n  S m e l s e r ' s  a rgumen t s  . b e s t ,  s i n c e  i t  . e x p l i c i t l y  

t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  unemployment.  R s e c o n d  measure  of r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a -  

t i o n  n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  T a b l e  1 ( s e e  t e x t )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  u s i n g  p r i c e s  

as  t h e  measure  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  w i t h  si-milar r e s u l t s .  L e t  TCt be t h e  

v a l u e .  o f  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  i n d e x  a t  t i m e  t :  

E x p e c t a t i o n s  = + 2 X TCt-2 
TCt-3  . + 3 X TCt - 

6 

Achievements  = ' TC, 

R e l a t i v e  D e p r i v a t i o n  = E x p e c ? a t i o n s  - d c h i e v e m e n t s  



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Agulhon M. 

19  70 La Republ ique a u  v i l l a g e ;  l e s  p o p u l a t i o n s  d u  v a r  d e  
l a  Revolu t ion  'a l a  Seconde Republ ique.  P a r i s :  P lon .  

Aminzade, R. 

1973  evolution and c o l l e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  v i o l e n c e :  t h e  
c a s e  o f  t h e  working c l a s s  of M a r s e i l l e ,  F r a n c e ,  1830- 
1871. CRSO Working Paper .  il86, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan.  

Bienan,  H .  

1968 Vio lence  and s o c i a l  change ;  a  rev iew of c u r r e n t  
l i t e r s t u r e .  Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s .  

Common, J.  R.  

The economics of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  New York: Mac- 
m i l l a n .  

Cole,  G. D. H. 

1953 At tempts  a t  a  g e n e r a l  union;  a  s t u d y  i n  B r i t i s h  t r a d e  
union h i s  t o r y .  London: Macmill-an. 

Gayer,  A. D . ,  X .  W .  R O S ~ O W ,  A. J .  Schwartz 

The growth and f l u c t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  economy, 
1.790-1850. Oxford:  Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

Gurr ,  T. R. 

1969 Why men r e b e l .  P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

Halaby, C. N. 

Hibbs ,  D. A.,  J r .  

"Hardship and c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n  France:  a  
comment." American S o c i o l o g i c a l  Review 38 (August): 
495-501. 

"Problems of s t a t i s t i c a l  e s t i m a t i o n  and c a u s a l  in -  
f e r e n c e  i n  t i m e - s e r i e s  r e g r e s s i o n  models." Pp. 252- 
308 i n  H.  A .  Costner  ( e d . ) ,  S o c i o l o g i c a l  methodology 
1973-1974. San F r a n c i s c o :  Joseey-Bass 



P r i m i t i v e  r e b e l s .  Manchester:  Manchester U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s .  

Labouring men, s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  h i s  t o r y  o f -  l a b o u r .  
London: Weidenf ie ld  and Nico l son .  

1968 P o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  i n  changing s o c i e t i e s .  New Haven: 
Ya le  Un.iversi  t y  P r e s s .  

Kornhauser ,  W.  

1959 The P o l i t i c s  of mass s o c i e t y .  New York: Free  P r e s s .  

M i t c h e l l ,  B. R. and P.  Deane 

19 71 A b s t r a c t  of B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  Cambridge: 
Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

O b s e r s c h a l l ,  A. 

1973 S o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  and s o c i a l  movements. Englewood 
C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l .  

Olsen,  N . ,  J r .  

1965 The l o g i c  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  Cambridge: Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

Peacock, A .  J. 

1.965 Bread o r  b lood.  London: Gdl.l.ancz. 

R o b e r t s ,  Ben C. 

1969 "On t h e  o r i g i n s  and r e s o l u t i o n  of E n g l i s h  working 
c l a s s  p r o t e s t . "  Pp. 245-280 i n  H.  D. Graham and 
T. R. Gurr ( e d s . ) , V i o l e n c e  i n  America. New York: 
Bantam. 

Rostow, W .  W .  

1948 

/ 
Rude, G .  

1964 

The B r i t i s h  economy i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Oxford: 
Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

The crowd i n  h i s t o r y .  London: John Wiley and Sons.  



S c o t t ,  J .  

1974 . 

Soboul ,  A .  

1958 

Snyder ,  D.  

1 9  74 

T i l l y ,  C. 

1970 

197 3 

Turner ,  H .  A .  

1962 

The g l a s s w o r k e r s  of Carmaux. Cambridge: Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

S o c i a l  change i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Chicago: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s .  

11 Toward a  t h e o r y  of modern iza t ion . "  Pp. 258-274 
i n  A. E t z i o n i  and E. . E t z i o n i  ( e d s . ) ,  S o c i a l  change.  
New York: B a s i c  Books. 

Les sans -cu lo  t t e s  P a r i s i e n s  l ' a n  11. La Roche-sur- 
Yon: P o t i e r .  

I I Toward a  c a u s a l  inodel o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t  ." 
Unpubli-shed Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan.  

 e evolutions and c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e . "  I n  F. I. 
G r e e n s t e i n  and N .  W. Po l sby  ( e d s . ) ,  Handbook of  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e .  Forthcoming. 

I! Do communities act?"  ~ o c i o l . o ~ i c a l  I n q u i r y ,  for thcoming.  

Trade un ion  g r o v t h ,  s t r u c t u r e  and p o l i c y .  London: 


