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Abs t r ac t  

- . .  - .  
G. . \.. 

... 
.. . .-:previous . s t . u d i e ~  of  t h e  Nazi  . - .  - .  Party. . hav.e . focused on the  s o c i a l  
. ? 

- .  - :  . -- - .  '. . . 

-- . 

bases of  ~ a z i  support . I:ludh -less a4t- tent ioh '  ha s  .been .giver. t o  the  ' . _ _  -- ..2 

p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h a t  support .  Through ana lys i s  of  v io l en t  . . . . 

and non-violent p o l i t i c a l  events  dur ing the  1930 e l e c t i o n  campaign, 

a s  repor ted  i n  a na t iona l  - - - d a i l y  newspaper, t h i s  s tudy examines the  
".-- 

process r e s u l t i n g  i n  t he  Nazis1 f i r s t  na t iona l  e l e c t i o n  v ic to ry .  

The Nazis a r e  t he  - m s t  a c t i v e  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  combining violence 

wi th  e l e c t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The Connunists, the  o the r  najor  p a r t i -  

c ipan t  - i n  these  events ,  concentra te  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

v iolence ,  and focus t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  Nazis. Increases  i n  votes  

f o r  both p a r t i e s  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  co r r e l a t ed  with both v i o l e n t  and 

non-violent p o l i t i c a l  ac t iv i tc ies .  These f indings  suggest a reevalu- 
- 

a t i o n  of  bo th  t he  process o f  t he  Nazi r i s e  t o  power, and of t he  . 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c o l l e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  violence and m r e  rou t ine  

forms of  p o l i t i c a l  ac t ion .  



Z 
THE PROCESS AND PAYOFFS O F  POLITICAL MOBILIZATION: 

THE NAZIS I N  1930 

T h e o r i s t s  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  exp la ined  t h e  appearance and char-  

a c t e r i s t i c s  of  s o c i a l  mvements i n  terms of s t r u c t u r e s  and changes 
. . 

on t h e  macro-societal  l e v e l .  From Kornhauser and ~rne l s ' e r  t o  G u r r  and . . 
3 

Davies  " , fnacro-societal  changes a r e  s e e n  a s  c r e a t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  

of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  Th i s  approach 'has  a l s o  been predominant i n  t h e  
. . . .  . ..- 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on  H i t l e r  s ~ a z i  pa r ty .  L i p s e t ,  i n  summarizing 

t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e x p l a i n s  Nazi suppor t  i n  terms o f  i n d i v i d u a l s 1  

s t r u c t u r a l  p o s i t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s  t o  macro-societal  changes.  he 

i d e a l - t y p i c a l  Nazi v o t e r  i n  1932 was a  middle-class self-employed . - 
. . . .. 3- 

P r o t e s t a n t  who l i v e d  e i t h e r  o n  a  farm o r  i n  a  smal l  community.., I ) ,  

S u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  voted  Nazi i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  r i s i n g  unemployment,, t h e  
. . . .  . - .  

i n c r e a s i n g  b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  modern i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  . . .  - . . '?. 

growth i n  p o l i t i c a l  and economic suppor t  o f  b i g  l a b o r  and b i g  busi-  
. . ness .  

T h i s  macro-socie ta l  approach has  precluded t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  - 

pxwcess o f  growth and p o l i t i c a l  mobi l i za t ion  of '  s o c i a l  m v e m n t s .  . 
-a 

For t h i s  growth is i m p l i c i t l y  s e e n  a s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  g iven  t h e  macro- 

s o c i e t a l  condi t ior ls  and f o r c e s  a t  work. The o n l y  informat ion  on t h e  

growth process  o f  t h e  Nazis comes from t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  

. , Bracher  p r e s e n t s  2 good p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  s t r a t e g i e s  . 
9 and a l l i a n c e s  o f  t h e  Nazis p r i o r  t o  1933.. Xoakes d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

Nazi use o f  o p i n i o n  l e a d e r s  and t h e  Nazi mtho'hs f o r  ga in ing  c o n t r o l  
5 

o v e r  middle-class  i f i t e r e s t  groups i n . o n e  r e g i o n  o f  Gerrany. The on ly  

in fo rmat ion  o n  t h e  Nazi methods o f  p o l i t i c a l  mobi l i za t ion  on t h e  com- 
6 

muni ty - l eve l  comes from A l l e n ' s  e x c e l l e n t  s t u d y  o f  Northeim. Like 

. - / 



a l l  case  s t u d i e s  of i n d i v i d u a l  communities, A l l e n ' s  . . is l i m i t e d  i n  
. . .  - \, 

- t e r m s  o f  g e n e r a l i z i n g  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  Consequently, we have 
. . 

. . . - f . .  .. - 
,.:.. -':.no c l e a r ,  n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  methods and processes  o f  . - .  

- .  . ..: , -' ~ . 
. . .  .. 

. . , . .  . . .. 
p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  Nazi r i s e  t o  power. 

Th i s  gap  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  is of more t h a n  j u s t  t h e o r e t i c a l  . 
. . 

. and h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  The q u e s t i o n  p f  t h e r e l e t i v e  e f f i c a c y  f o r  
' 

-:..L- --. . , i . ; .p$c&tical .  . m b i l i z a t . i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  k inds  o.f c o l l e c t i v e . .  a c t i o n  has been . . - .. ? - % : - , .. , .. - . - .  '., I - . . .  ' , . .  . -. ., , . <. - .  -: , .. - .., . :- .- . . . - - ._ _ .. I , -. ._ i . . . - , . ?  . - .\. - .: -. .,. \.:.- . . - - .*-: <.; -,:-- . ' -  - . . 
. -  - . . '., . . r -  - _ :- .' . + . .  . - . < . . .  . . . . .  ~ ,. - .  . , .*- . :I s;.. ...q 

--of pra-ctt'telal ,-trite re st :both ire -Naz-& ~ ~ ~ . ~ , i ~  ni &he . :U:.S ... ,i n  . - - .  .. 
1 

.. . . . .  

t h e  l a s t  decade. The German L e f t  was d iv ided  i n  t h e i r  t a c t i c a l  r e s -  . - 

p n s e  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  Nazi growth. The s o c i a l i s t s  (SPD) a rgued  f o r  
. . 

a v o i d i n g  v i o l e n t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  .Nazis whenever poss ib le .  

Violence,  by r e e n f o r c i n g  middle-class f e a r s  o f  a  L e f t i s t  Revolution, 
- - .  

7 .. , . --'. * 

could o n l y  d r i v e  such v o t e r s  t o  t h e  ~ a z i s . '  The Communists (KPD) 

- assumed t h e  oppos i te :  t o  t h e  v i c t o r  o f  v i o l e n t  conf ron ta t ions  go t h e  
- . -  - 
v o t e s .  -. Undecided v o t e r s  choose t o  back whichever p a r t y  t h e y  p r e z e i - ~ e  

a s  t h e  - s t r o n g e s t :  t h e y  want t o  "bet  o n  a  winning To f a i l  - a  

t o  meet t h e  Nazi cha l l enge  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  would o n l y  show t h e  weak- 

ness  o f  t h e  L e f t ,  and t h u s  r e s u l t  i n  a  Nazi v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  

Although c a s t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t s ,  s i m i l a r  arguments 

d iv ided  t h e  ant i -war  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  movements i n  t h i s  count ry  i n  

t h e  1960s. O u r  s t u d y  o f  Nazi p o l i t i c a l  mobi l i za t ion  should shed l i g h t  

on  t h i s  and s i m i l a r  ques t ions .  

Our d a t a  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t r e s  

comes from coded a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  German, d a i l y  newspaper, 

I p i e  Koelnische Z e i t u n ~ .  We coded a l l  a r t i c l e s  d e s c r i b i n g  p o l i t i c a l  . 

e v e n t s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  two months preceeding t h e  Sept . .  14, 1930 

e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Nat iunal  Parliament.  T h i s  e l e c t i o n  campaign produced 
. . 

t h e  first l a r g e  Nazi e l e c t o r a l  v i c t o r y .  The p o l i t i c a l  ~ t W e  o f  t h e  



e v e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by e i t h e r  a  c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  one 

o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o r  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  such a s  

e l e c t i o n  meetings,  Four main kinds o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were . - 
s tud ied :  non-vio lent ,  organized p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  a c t s  o f  t e r r o r  

and a t t a c k s  of  property:  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ;  and r e p r e s s i v e  a c t s  

by t h e  s t a t e .  Opera t iona l  d e f i n i t i o n s  and examples o f  t h e s e  kinds 

of .  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be presented i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  below, 
2 . - - :  . . . . -  .< -  .: . . .  . -- - - 3- -- . - -  - - 3 : - .  . - .. . .- - - , ...A 

T2 : . .,- . .  . . - . 7. .  _ -.. . - * _d -. .... - .  -* .. - ;? f .\:< .. + - 
. .,?he ~nr~o$ma$.io,fi..f~rT,eacil ~aded ' - ,&~~&nt .  consists - s 6 f . c h e  dafe:&ild :....,+'",/ 

. . . l o c a t i o n ,  (by c i t y  o r  township], o f  occurrence;  t h e  t y p e ( s )  o f  

a c t i v i t ( y / i e s )  occunr ing  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  even t ,  and t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  

o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  each type o f  a c t i v i t y ,  I n  some kinds o f  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s ,  one a c t o r  c l e a r l y  i n i t i a t e s  

t h e  a c t i v l t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  second p a r t y ,  I n  such  c a s e s  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  

o f  both i n i t i a t o r  and t a r g e t  a r e  a l s o  included i n  t h e  coded record ,  

. ' ' T h e  numb,ers o f  pa r t i c ipan t s , . .  a r r e s t e d ,  ki l led. ,  o r  wounded f o r  t h e  . . 
; . .. 

.. v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  were r a r e l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e s ,  

, Consequent ly t h i s  in fo rmat ion  is not  inc luded i n  t h e  coded r e p o r t s ,  9 

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  k inds  o f  even t s  under  s t u d y  and t h e  amount of  i n f o r -  

.mat ion r e p o r t e d ,  w e  b r i e f l y  t u r n  t o  a  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  even t  from t h e  

Koelnische Zei tunq,  The s e t t i n g  is t h e  c e n t r a l  market square  o f  S t u t t -  

g a r t ,  a  l a r g e  c i t y  i n  s o u t h e r n  Gerrrany. It is a  Thursday af te rnoon,  

t h r e e  days be fo re  the S e p t ,  14, 1930 e l e c t i o n s .  A group o f  Nazis a r e  

handing o u t  e l e c t i o n  l e a f l e t s ,  which a  number . o f  Communists t r y  t o  

s t o p ,  A f i s t - f i g h t  develops ,  The t r a f f i c  po l i ce ,  who t r y  t o  r e s t o r e  

o r d e r ,  a r e  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  knives,  One o f f i c e r  is i n j u r e d  by blows, 

The p o l i c e  a r e  pel ted w i t h  s t o n e s  thrown f'rom. t h e  windows o f  houses 

on t h e  H a u p t s t a e t t e r  s t reet ,  They f i n a l l y  have t o  ''make use of t h e i r  

drawn weapons", and c a l l  t h e  r i o t  p o l i c e .  f o r  . a s s i s t . ance ,  S i x  a r r e s t s  



10 * - have been made. 

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  campaign proceeds f'rorn t h e  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  

. s p e c i f i c ,  The g e n e r a l  na tu re  o f  t h e  campaign is s t u d i e d  i n  terms o f  
. A* . . 

t h e  r e l a t i v e  f requencies  of  v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  

i n  both  a l l  e v e n t s  and i n  conb ina t ions  w i t h i n  t h e  same even t ,  

The o v e r - a l l  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  a r e '  r e f l e i s t ed  .Pn 

\ .-' - -  t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  -- - - 
/ 

- . - - -  ' - --- - - 
:\ . I- 1( - --- - - ,  / 3 - 

---c , - - .. - I -  

-, . .-- 5: 

&a more us.pecif.ic .leve.l,, w,e . locus o n  .the - in t ,e rac t ions  ,o.f ,the -two - -- - 

most a c t i v e  p a r t i e s ,  a n d , o n  t h e  p o l i c e  r e ' s ~ o n s e  t o  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s  . . . _ .  - 
. . 

by t h e s e  p a r t i e s ,  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  campaign is t h e n  analyzed i n  

terms o f  t h e  temporal  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  va r ious  kinds o f  e v e n t s ,  

The a n a l y s i s  concludes w i t h  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  bet-  

ween v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n s  and changes i n  v o t e r  suppor t  

f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  

. . - - .  The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h 3 s  c a m p a i g ~ . w a s  presented  a s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
. a  = 

t h e  process  o f  Nazi mobi l iza t ion .  By mobi l i za t ion  we mean t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  suppor t  o f  and commitment t o  a  party.11 Our 

measure o f  t h e  mobi l i za t ion  process  is t h e  two non-violent types  o f  

a c t i o n  presented  i n  Table 1.12 Included i n  non-violent  a c t i o n s  a r e  

pub l i c  meetings, parades,  and handing-out o r  d i s p l a y i n g  i n  publ ic  

p laces  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p o s t e r s ,  f l a g s ,  o r  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  ma te r i a l s .  

The a c t i o n  is coded a s  e l e c t i o n - o r i e n t e d  when t h e  r e p o r t  provides 

a c l e a r  e l e c t o r a l  c o n t e x t ,  e  .go e i n e  Wahlkundaebung, o r  e l e c t i o n -  

mass-meeting. When t h i s  con tex t  o r  connec t ion  is l a c k i n g  o r  unc lea r  

t h e  a c t i o n  is coded a s  "o the r  non-violent  act;ionsl'.. It is c l e a r  

from Table 1 t h a t  most m b i l i z a t i o n  has  t h i s  e l e c t o r a l  con tex t ,  and 

t h a t  a t t e m p t s  a t  mobi l i za t ion  occur  i n  a t  l k a s t  a  t h i r d  o f  a l l  e v e n t s  

r e p o r t e d .  While not s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h i s  s u p p o r t s . t h e  choice  of t h i s  



. .. . . 
. . TABLE 1 ,... . . .  . 

\\ :. . 

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTS OF EVEZITS WITH TYPES OF ACTION, 1930 
, . 

No. of Events % of A l l  Events 
, Type of ~ c t i o n ~  W i t h  T h i s  With T h i s  

. . 
. . Type o f  Action Type; of  Action 

Non-violent Act ions  
- . Elect ion-Oriented  ,,., 

C . - -:',Jt&&'. " - 
- -".- - - - . . . .  . -. . 

4- . . 

. . Terror ism 
. . 

, .  . . . A c t s  o f  T e r r o r  . . 
Attacks  on P r o p e r t y  

C o l l e c t i v e  Violence  
Guns Used 
Weapons Other Than Guns 

Used 
-.. - - N o  Mention o f  weapons 

I n i t i a t e d  by One P a r t y  
I n i t i a t o r  n o t  I d e n t i f i e d /  

"Spontaneous" 
. T o t a l  C o l l e c t i v e  Violence 
. .i 

e . . 

, - S t a t e  Act ions  
P o l i c e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

. - Arrests 
Reports  o f  T r i a l s  

- Bans on Organ iza t ions  
a Bans on A c t i v i t i e s  
. . . -  .. - - '-. 316= T o t a l  Number o f  Events . . 

. . _ 

a ~ h e  k i n d s  of a c t i v i t i e s  inc luded  under each o f  these 
. t y p e s  of a c t i o n  are b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  the accompanying 

. . 

. . t e x t .  . - . . . - -  . :.. 
. . .  . 

b ~ i n c e  a given even t  may have  more t h a n  one type o f  
' a c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  i n  it, t h e s e  pe rcen tages  do n o t  add t o  100%. 

= s i n c e  a g i v e n  event  can have  more t h a n  one t y p e  of  
a c t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  i n  it, t h i s  t o t a l  i s  n o t  t h e  sum of  t h e  
numbers i n  t h i s  column. +' 

d a t a  source  i n  s t u d y i n g  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  process .  . . 

- .  Non-violent mobi l i za t ion  is c l e a r l y  not t h e  o n l y  a c t i v i t y  



- 6 - .  

. . 
o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h i s  .campaign. C o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  occurs  w i t h  almost 

- .  : . t h e  same f'requency a s  non-violent a c t i o n s .  C o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  in- 
. . - . .  - -.; -: : :- . c l u d e s  . both  i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  and inter-grou-p v i o l e n c e ,  (def ined  a s  a n  
' -~ 

a t t empt  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  harm ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l ) ,  i n  a  face- to-face 

; s e t t i n g .  1 n  many c a s e s  t h e  newspaper c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  one p a r t y  

a t t a c k s  ano the r .  s u c h  a c t i o n s  a r e  coded a s  " i n i t i a t e d " .  The- v i o l e n t  

. - ... a c t i 0 . n  is. coded as "spont.aneo!ls 'I. ..when th~is , , , inforrnat ion i s  u n c l e s q  .. -.--- . 
. 

r .  ,. 
- .  - I .. 

- ,  . - -5 <$ - _ -. . 
, - - - . .  

. . : .  . . -  - , .. . -  -<.  .-. . . . i ,  

.- - . 
o r  &ad.k$-G.g. sma.n$-mu,m .fiumber of 'part.kctpa nti' -is necess&r for a  

. . -- 

.::., - : : . f i g h t  t o  be coded a s  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ,  s i n c e  such  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r -  

mation is l a c k i n g  i n  most a r t i c l e s .  D i s t i n c t i o n s  between types  o f  

c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ' w e r e  made i n  terms o f  t h e  u s e  o f  guns, weapons- 

o t h e r  than;&ns, o r  no weapons mentioned. Although guns .a re  r a r e l y  

used, o v e r  h a l f  o f  a l l  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n c i d e n t s  inc lude  t h e  

. u s e  of s o m  o t h e r  weapons. Likewise one p a r t y  c l e a r l y  a t t a c k s  t h e  

other : i s  t h e '  rn; jor i ty-  of.  eveii ts  w i t h  co ' i l ec t ive  v io lence .  It 'is c l e a r  . 

t h a t . i n  many c a s e s  a t  l e a s t  some of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  c o l l e c t i v e  

v i o l e n c e  a r e  n e i t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  by nor unprepared f o r  t h e  f i g h t .  

A less f r e q u e n t  t y p e  of v io lence  i n  t h i s  campaign is t e r r o r i s m .  

Acts of t e r r o r  c o n s i s t  o f  e i t h e r  a rson ,  bombings, o r  shoo t ings  from 

ambush. The t a r g e t  o f  such  a c t s  is people,  whether on  t h e  s t r e e t ,  i n  

a meeting, o r  a t  t h e i r  homes. I n  some c a s e s  a r s o n  o r  bombings occur  

l a t e  a t  n i g h t  w i t h  minimal chances o f  pe r sona l  i n j u r y .  The l a t e - n i g h t  

bombing o r  a r s o n  o f  t h e  headquar ters  o r  meet ing-place-of  a  p a r t y  i s  

consequent ly  coded a s  a n  a t t a c k  o n  p roper ty  i f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is unoc- 

cupied .  ~ e f a c i n g  p roper ty  and s t o n e s  thrown through windows a r e  a l s o  

inc luded under a t t a c k s  on  property.  Over 15% o f  a l l  e v e n t s  inc lude  

e i t h e r  a c t s  of t e r r o r  o r  a t t a c k s  .on proper ty .  While .not a s  f requent  

a s  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e s e  more premeditated and organized forms 

.,/ 
. . 

\ 



of v i o l e n c e  a r e  c l e a r l y  a n  important p a r t  o f  t h i s  campaign. 

A r r e s t s  and p o l i t i c a l  t r i a l s  a r e  t h e  most f requent  s t a t e  

. ' a c t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  campaign. Our a n a l y s i s  w i l l  focus o n l y  o n  

a r r e s t s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  most c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  kinds o f  

a c t i o n s  under s tudy.  The po l i ce  a r e  c l e a r l y  not  a s l e e p ,  s i n c e  t h e y  

make a r r e s t s  i n  17% o f  a l l  even t s .  It 'is c l e a r ,  however, t h a t  t h e y  

, . . a y e p f + a b l e  . / -  . - __- t o  -. a r r e s t  - a l l  p a r t i , c i ~ a n t s  - .  . .. i n  v io lence ,  .. . s i n c e  . some . . -  form ..-.. . - - . - -  
- - . & .  -A-- 2 -  . , . .-< 

-- 
. . - :. - -- - - . . 

- .  - ,, 

0 f :b&liecti .ve *.v$o&e:nce. - acc ,ws  i i n  )7$ .&~-l- -events  . 
. . Prom t a b l e  1 it is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  mobi l i za t ion  process  i n  t h i s  

campaign occurs  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  both  t e r r o r i s t  and c o l l e c t i v e  

v i o l e n c e ,  and a r r e s t s  by t h e  p o l i c e .  How a r e  t'hese types  o f  a c t i v i -  

t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  one ano the r?  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  what e x t e n t  do we f i n d  

d i f f e r e n t  k inds  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  same event?  General i -  

z i n g  from t h e  event  i n  S t u t t g a r t  desc r ibed  above, we would expect  

. - . . , .  - . . ' -  . --mob-ilLzzt.i-bn a t t e m p t s  t o  f r e q u e n t l y  l e a d  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence .  

A l l e n ' s  f i n d i n g s  l i k e w i s e  suppor t  t h i s  p red ic t ion :  c o l l e c t i v e  vio- 

l e n c e  peaked i n  frequency d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  campaigns i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  and o f t e n  accompanied e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  .13 I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n - a g g r e s s  i o n  t h e o r y  would p r e d i c t  t h a t  

c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  would be r a r e l y  found i n  combination wi th  e l e c -  

t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  For e l e c t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  

are two "competing" channels  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and ag- 

g r e s s i o n .  I n  t h e  words o f  one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  t h e o r i s t s  o f  t h i s  school: 
, 

n These e l e c t o r a l  examples sugges t  t h a t  v o t i n g  and o t h e r  forms o f  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  provide f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  i n  

r e l a t i v e l y  nondes t ruc t ive  ways. It is l i k e l y  ... t h a t  d i s c o n t e n t  is 

more v . i o l e n t l y  expressed  i n  t h e  absence o f  such  procedures.  It14 

The d a t a  p resen ted  i n  Table 2 a l lows  u s  t o  t e s t  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t i n g  
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O t h e r  Non-violent 31% ." 8%' 8% 62% 38% 15% 13 
I 

Arrests 

Acts  o f  T e r r o r  . .  , 

.\, Attacks  on Proper ty  . ,  52% .. 14% ' . 31% 10% 1 '  29 
. .. ... 

T o t a l  l n i i t i a t e d  C o l l e c t i v e  Violence  * .  35% 8% .14%,,, ..: 26% . 42% 65 '. . 
. . ..' . 

i* ' 

, , 

8"/0 . 42% . . . '52% 4 0 ' . '  ~ o t a l  Spontaneous C o l l e c t i v e  Violence  . . . - '  . '52% I '  '10% 

' ~ h e s e  percentages  are o f  t h e  t o t a l  number of events wi th  types o f  a c t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  , - .  , 
i n  t h e  rows, which a l s o  have the t y p e  o f  a c t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  column. S i n c e  more iiian . 
two t y p e s  o f  a c t i o n  can occur  i n  the same event ,  t h e s e  percentages  do n o t  add t o  100 p e r  
cent .  I 



..: . 
. . 

hypotheses. For the  e n t r i e s  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  show the percentages of  
..,, 

events  with one type of  a c t i o n  which a l s o  have a  second type o f  
. . 

.- '. a c t i o n  i n  combination. The percentages a r e  computed by row, with 

t h e  number of  events  a t  the  end of each row used a s  the base. 

Examining the  row f o r  e lect ion-or iented a c t i v i t i e s ,  it is . c l ea r  

t h a t  these r a r e l y  occur i n  combination with any s i n g l e  o ther  type 

- . pf accti.vsit.y. When t h e y  .do. occu- i n .  combination, however, they a r e  - . r - - _ .  . . . - - .= - -  - - .  - . . 
. . -  - .\ - . - 

\most l i k e l y  t o  be found with i n i t i a t e d  .and/or spontaneous c o l l e b t  ive':'~ 
. . 

violence. Examining t h e  rows for  i n i t i a t e d  and spontaneous collec. t ive 

violence,  we f ind  t h a t  r e spec t ive ly  42% and 52% of a l l  events ~ i t h  

these  typ2s of a c t i o n  a l s o  a r e  character ized by e lect ion-or iented 

a c t i v i t i e s .  ~ l t h o u g ' h  electio-n-oriented a c t i v i t i e s  don ' t  always lead . 

t o  c o l l e c t i v e  violence,  roughly 50% of a l l  cases  o f  co l l ec t ive  vio- 

lence a r e  found i n  the  context  of e l e c t i o n a c t  i v i t  i e s  . This suppor t s  

. ? 
. . A l i e h ' s  f indings,  and c a s t s  doubt on ,the v a l i d i t y  of  ths A9ustrat ion-.  

. - 
aggression hypothesis.  

. .  . . . 
Elec t ion  a c t i v i t i e s ,  whiie a  frequent context  f o r  co l l ec t ive  

:. . 

violence,  a r e  much l e s s  f requent ly  found i n  combination with a r r e s t s ,  

a c t s  of t e r r o r ,  o r  a t t a c k s  on propsrty. Acts of t e r r o r  and a t t a c k s ,  

on  property a r e  on ly  found i n  frequent combination with a r r e s t s .  
- The two types o f  c o l l e c t i v e  violence a r e  found i n  frequent combina- 

. t i o n s  wi th  each o ther ,  with a r r e s t s ,  and w i t h  e lect ion-or iented 

a c t i v i t i e s  a s  noted above. Arres ts  a r e  mde most frequent ly  i n  the 

context  of  the  two types of co l l ec t ive  violence (42% and j8$ i n  the  

"a r r e s t s "  row). Attacks on property and spontaneous co l l ec t ive  

violence a r e  the  forms of v io len t  a c t i o n  most l i k e l y  t o  lead t o  

a r r e s t s ,  however (52% f o r  both i n  the " a r r e s t s "  column). 

The f indings  from Table 2 a r e  summarize.d i n  Figure 1, which 



e l e c t i o n - o r i e n t e d  i n i t i a t e d  & spon- 
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. .  . . . . . .Acts o f  t e r r o r  
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. . At tacks  o n  

Proper ty  

F igure  1: The s e q u e n t i a l  orderin?: o f  v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
when found i n  combination i n  t h e  same even t ,  

' 7  --; - ' - sugges t s  t h e  sequences o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  when % 

f o u n d  i n  t h e  same e v e n t ,  The s e q u e n t i a l  o r d e r i n g  come from my kncw- 
. . , - '  

l e d g e  o f  t h e  d a t a  through read ing  and coding  t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e s .  

The broken arrows i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  more t h a n  33% o f  t h e  e v e n t s  wi th  

the "dependent1', o r  s e q u e n t i a l l y  second type  of a c t i v i t y ,  one a l s o  

f i n d s  t h e  "independent",  o r  s e q u e n t i a l l y  first type  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  

Thus- one f i n d s  e l e c t i o n - o r i e n t e d ,  non-violent  a c t i o n s  i n  more t h a n  

. 33% o f  t h e  e v e n t s  w i t h  e i t h e r  type o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ,  and one 

F i n d s  e i t h e r  i n i t i a t e d  o r  spontaneous c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  i n  more - 
tiian 33% o f  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  which a r r e s t s  a r e  made. S o l i d  arrows s i g -  

nify t h a t  more t h a n  33% of  t h e  even t s  w i t h  t h e  independent form of 

a c t i o n  a l s o  have t h e  dependent form o f  a c t i o n ,  Thus a r r e s t s  occur  - 

- - .  
i n  more t h a n  33% of  e v e n t s  having c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ,  a c t s  of 

t e r r o r , .  o r  a t t a c k s  o n  proper ty ,  
-. . % 

Given t h i s  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  campaign, what a r e  t h e  robes  

o f ' t h e  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a s  measured by t h e i r  r a t e s  of 

p a r t i c i p a t f o n  i n  t h e s e  va r ious  k inds  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Table  3 shows , 

the o v e r - a l l  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h e  four  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  whose a c t i v i -  
*. 

t ies  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  It is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

Nazis  and t h e  Communists (KPD) a r e  t h e  &st a c t i v e .  p a r t i e s ,  i n  terms 

of t h e  t o t a l  flurnber o f  e v e n t s  i n  which each  p a r t y  was Involved. 



- . .  
. . . . .  . . 

. . .  f ... .. . - . . . _ _ . - _  - .  ' -  TABLE 3 . . . . _. - - . . . -  . . . . 
. . 

; PERCENT O F  TOTAL PARTY PARTICIPATION I N  TYPES .- . -  - . - .  
..- . . . 

OF ACTION, BY IDENTITY OF PARTY, 1930 
: . .  

. . . .  

- - 

I d e n t i t y  of Party Par t ic ipa t ing  
. . .  

Types of Actions . . 
i n  which Pa r t i e s  Nazi . DNVP . S PD- KPD 

Par t lc ipa ted  . .  % % %. .% 
> 

. . .  .- . - 
. . ~1ect ion-or ien t .ed  -. - 

- 
- . -  - . . . .  

- _  - _  
5.- - -  .- - . . ,. . . . .  - -. 

.Non-viotent " -21%~ ;' 53% 39% ,4"/0 
Other Non-violent 4% 

.-.> 
.' . 

. .  . . . . 11% 3% Placed under Ar res t .  13% . . '16% . . . . 
- T r i a l s  of Members 13% 20% . . *  20% 

Engage i n  Terrorism 7% . . . . 9% 
7% . Target of Terrorism . 6%. 4% 

Attack Property 6% . . 6% 10% 
. -  Target of Attack on 

Property 4% . . . ' 9 %  . . . .  
. .- . . . .  . . .  . . _ I n i t i a t e  Col lect ive . . . . .  r . -  

, .  ' . . . .  . . . . 
. . 

_. , _  _ .  - .. 
>. . 

. . 
.- . 

_ .  .: - 1  

. . . . .  Violence - 19% . . .  6% 28% : .: ..:: ; , 0 -  :. . . 
Spontaneous Col lect ive 

Violence 2 5% 27% 33% 32% 
- .  . . . . . . . s - -i . , . . . .  : 2: . . ...- 

.--..-- -- - . . . . Tota l  ~ u n h e i  of Events . . . .  \.: , :.,.by' . . .  . < .  . . .  A I ,  -, 
. . . .  7 . .  

. I _ .  . - - - - : . . - -  - i n  which Party was . , 
. . . . . :  . *  

. ' Involved 135 15 .. ' 18 88 
.. - . . . .  

' ~ecause  t h e  same par ty  can p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  more than 
one type of ac t ion  i n  t h e  same event, these percentages do - 
not  necessar i ly  add t o  100 per  cent,  

- 

The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  Conservat ives  (DNVP) and S o c i a l i s t s  (SPD) 

i s - l i m i t e d  t o  a  s m a l l  number o f  e v e n t s  w i t h  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  

spontaneous c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence .  The Nazis and Communists, i n  con- 

t r a s t ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  both l a r g e r  numbers and i n  a  broader  range o f  

t y p e s  o f  a c t i o n s .  This  .being t h e  case ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  focus on  
. - i  . 

t h e s e  two e x t r e m i s t  p a r t i e s .  - 
' The Nazis pursue a  mixed s t r a t e g y ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g '  i n  roughly  

equal p r o p o r t i o n s " i n  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and i n  t h e  two t y p e s  o f '  

c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence .  The Nazi involvement i n  t e r r o r i s m  and a t t a c k s  
-. . 
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'PERCENT O F  ATTACKS BY PARTY HAVING OTHER PARTY 
. . . .  . .  ..: . . < .  , . .  . ,  -AS TARGET, BY TYPE OF ACTION AND IDENTITIES . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . - . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . 

. OF INITIATOR AND TARGET, 1930 
. . . . 

. . 

Party ~ece iv ing/~esponding  t o  
Type o f  A c t i o n  V i o l e n t  Types of ~ c t i o n ~  

and I d e n t i t y  of 
I n i t i a t i n g  Par ty  Nazis KPD Nb 

Terror 
Nazis Engage i n  Terror  ' 

KPD Engages i n  Ter ro r  7 5% . . .. . . 8 
Nazis Attack Property . . -38% . -  8 

. . KPD Attacks Property 11% . . 9 .- 

Collect ive Violence 
Nazis I n i t i a t e  with Weapons 

- Other than Guns . . 20% 10 
KPD I n i t i a t e s  w i t h  Weapons 

Other than Guns 50% . . 12 
Nazis I n i t i a t e ,  N o  

Weapons Mentioned . n 11% 9 II . . .  - KPD' In i t i a t e s ,  N o  - 
Weapons Mentioned 7 5% . . 12 

' _ 

- - - - -  
a ~ h i s  does n o t  imply t h a t  t h e  receiving par ty  e i t h e r  

does o r  does not  respond i n  kind, hut  only t h a t  the  receiv- 
ing par ty  d id  n o t  s t a r t  t h e  type of action,  and t h a t  the  - 
o the r  par ty  did. 

- 

b ~ h e s e  are  t h e  numbers of events i n  which t h e  par ty  
i n i t i a t e s  t h i s  type of actdon, 

- 
on proper ty  is p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Communists. 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  Nazi s t r a t e g y  b f  mixing v i o l e n t  and non-violent 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  Communists c o n c e n t r a t e  on  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  

expense o f  e l e c t i o n - o r i , e n t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  They engage i n  a c t s  o f  
*- 

t e r r o r  more f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  t e r r o r  a t t a c k s ,  and t h e i ~  

involvement i n  both  kinds o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  is,  r e l a t i v e  t o  

t h e i r  . o v e r - a l l  l e v e l  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  h igher  t h a n  t h a t  of  the  Nazis. 



-. - 13 - 
' ~ h u s  whi le  t h e  Kazis p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  vari-ous types  o f  v io lence  

: . a s . f r e q u e n t l y  a s  the ~ o m m u n i s t s , . t h e  Communists appear  a s  t h e  m r e  

. - . v i o l e n t  p a r t y ,  s i n c e  t h e y  concen t ra te  more o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
. . -  . . 
. . . ,  . . . .  . . . . . 
; i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  . . 

.-.. - . 

. . . .  . . S i n c e  t h e  .Nazis  and Communists a r e  t h e  major p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  

t h e  v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  v io lence  i n  t h i s  campaign, one would expect  

... .% ,;. . - - 
much of t h e i r  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be d i r e c t e d  a t  one ano the r ,  

-: -. - . - -. .. - .  . 

. . .. .,- - .  . - .  . . , , '  . . .- 
. - - --  

- - . ~ a b l e  ' 4. 3sFi'ows t h e  &tent' led k h i c h  '%fie 3 a . z . i ~  '.and KPD .coricentGa t e  
- - . . . , 

t h e i r  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s  o n  each o t h e r .  Although t h e  numbers o f  cases  

a r e  ' small ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  is  c lea r :  t h e  KPD was 

more l i k e l y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  its a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  Nazis, t h a n  v i c e  

ve r sa .  T h i s  is t h e  c a s e  i n  t h r e e  o u t  o f  t h e  four  types  o f  v i o l e n t  

a c t i o n s .  It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine t h e -  exter l t  t o  which t h i s  ... . . 

p a t t e r n  is t h e  r e s u l t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  two p a r t i e s ;  

.. . t h e  . r e s u l t .  . .  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a 1 . r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  t a r g e t  .. 
- ..' . . . 

o f  v io lence ;  o r  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  v i s i b i l i t y  t o  p o l i t i c a l  
- - 

opponents. For t h e  Nazis o f t e n  wore uniforms,  which made them v i s i b l e  

t o  both a t t a c k i n g  opponents and t o  newspaper r e p o r t s .  KPD members, 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  were more a p t  t o  blend i n  w i t h  t h e  working-class popu- 

l a t i o n .  I n  any-  case ,  t h e  message r e c e i v e d  by re.aders o f  t h i s  news- 

paper is c l e a r :  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Nazis and KPD a r e  e q u a l  i n  t h e '  numbers 

of v a r i o u s  k inds  o f  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s  i n i t i a t e d ,  t h e  KPD focuses  mTe 

of i ts a t t a c k s  on  the Nazis t h a n  t h e  Nazis do on  t h e  Communists. 

The a n a l y s i s  t h u s  f a r  has  focused i n  l a r g e  p a r t  on  t h e  a c t i o n s  

and i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Nazis and Communists, A s  noted above, t h e  . 

p o l i c e  were a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  r e s p n d i n g  t o  p o l i t i c a l  v io lence .  Were 

t h e y  i m p a r t i a l  i n  a r r e s t i n g  Nazis and ~ommunis t s?  Table 5 shows t h e  

a r r e s t  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  Nazis and KPD, g i v e n  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
1 



. a .  

- .  .'. TABLE 5 , - 
. .- - . . . . 

. . . - 

. PERCENTAGES O F  ACTIONS PRODUCING ARRESTS, 
. . . . 

. - .  . . , BY PARTY ATTACKED AND TOTAL, 1930 -.-;.:: . . 
. . , . 

- - 

I d e n t i t y  of Party Attacked Tota l  fo r  
Types of Actions A l l  Pa r t i e s  

Nazis Communists h t t a c k e d  
% ( N ) ~  % ( N ) ~  % (N) 

. Attacks on Property 60% (5) . 38"A (8) 52% (29)  

I n i t i a t e d  Col lec t ive  
Violence, Weapons 
Other than Guns 31% (16) 60% (10) 40% (43) 

I n i t i a t e d  Col lec t ive  
Violence, No Weapons 25% (12) 100% (1) 25% (28) 

a ~ h e s e  numbers a r e  t h e  t o t a l s  of t h e  events i n  which t h e  
- par ty  i s  a t tacked with t h i s  type of ac t ion ,  not t h e  t o t a l  

- - _ number . - of times a r r e s t s  a r e  made when t h e  pa r ty  i s  attacked. - . ' . \. . . . .  . . . . - -- --, x, . . - . >  , . - - . .  .--.< - - c' . . -  - . . . . . . . . .  
, -  i 

- . . . . ,  -- . 
. . i -., 

. + . , '  , .  . . -. - - 
var ious  kinds o f  v iolence ,  The o v e r a l l  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  two p a r t i e s  

- - .  
a r e  roughly equal ,  which suggest po l ice  i m p a r t i a l i t y  i n  responding 

t o  Nazi and ~ P ~ ' v i o 1 e n c e .  Yet t he  Communists a r e  more l i k e l y  than _ 

' . t h e  Nazis t o  be a r r e s t e d  when they  a t t a c k  property o r  i n i t i a t e  col-  
. , . . 

. . 

l e c t i v e  violence without weapons. The Nazis a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be 

a r r e s t e d  when they engage i n  e i t h e r  type ,of spontaneous c o l l e c t i v e  
. . 

violence .  These d i f f e r ences  may be due t o  pol ice  discrimination.  . . 

Cornparingthe Nazi and KPD a r r e s t  r a t e s  wi th  the  o v e r a l l  arres. t  , 

r a t e s  f o r  these  types o f  v io l en t  ac t i ons ,  (shown i n  column th ree ) ,  

the  a r r e s t  r a t e s  f o r  these  t w 6  p a r t i e s  a r e  genera l ly  below the  

genera l  a r r e s t  r a t e s .  Perhaps pa r t  of belonging t o  p o l i t i c a l  organi- 

z a t i o n s  a c t i v e  i n  violence is knowing when t o  "hoof it". 
. . 



I I , I , .  . . .- . 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF WENTS WITR THE MAJOR TYPES dl? ACTION, 
BX,/PERZQD.-OFZOCCURRENCE IN THE CAMPAIGN, 1930 

Time Periods, in Days I 

Type of Event 
* 1-11 12-22 '23-33 34-43 44-53 54-63 Total 

% % % % % % % No. 

Election Activities 
Acts of Terror 
Attacks on. Property ' 

Initiated Collective ; 
Violence 

Spontaneous Collective 
Violence 

Nazis Participate in 
E v e n t  

, . 
Nazis 1hitiate . . 

Collective Violence . , ,  

.DNVP Participates in ' , 

Event 
SPD Participates in Event 
,KPD Participates in Event 
KPD Initiates Collective . 

Violence 
All Events 

63 I 
t-' 

40 
yl 

I 

135 
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: 

, . - .  . . : Our a n a l y s i s  t h u s  f a r  has  cons idered  t h e  campaign a s  a  s t a t i c  

whole, To s t u d y  t h e  dynamics o f  t h e  campaign t h e  v a r i o u s  kinds of  

. '  e v e n t s  were aggregated ,  by d a t e  o f  occurrence ,  i n t o  s i x  consecut ive 

pe r iods  coveri.ng t h e  63 days from J u l y  14 through S e p t ,  14, i n c l u s i v e ,  
. . .. 

By havi&.computed t h e  percentages a c r o s s  t h e  rows i n ' ~ a b 1 e  6, we 
.. . - .. . . . . . 

. .  . . . . 

are a b l e  t o  s t u d y  f l u u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f'requency o f  occ-wrence of  

\~?vW!ts ~Q:C a* giyw,. ,t)ipe, r e l a t i v e  @: the e n t i r e  campaign; .The . frequen- - --- - 7 . * . -  - \? ' a '  .. - 
c y  o f  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  example, is r e l a t i v e l y  low i n  t h e  

first t h r e e  pe r iods ,  r i s e s  r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  f i f t h  per iod,  and t h e n  

d e c l i n e s  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  days o f  t h e  campaign, S i m i l a r  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  campaign e x i s t  f o r  

- .  A l l  ~ i e n t s  and f o r  most o f  t h e  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  events .  Only a c t s  o f  
,:. 

t e r r o r  and e v e n t s  with DNVP p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d e v i a t e  from t h i s  genera l  

' t r e n d ,  Th i s  t r e n d ,  a l though  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i s  not  o v e r l y  dramatic i n  
. . .  . . . 
mst cases .  More i n t e r e s t i n g . a r e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  f l u x u a t i b n  around 

th i s  t r e n d ,  1 
: The f r e q u e n c i e s  o f  both t y p e s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  r i s e  and 

f a l l  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  waves, w i t h  t h e  peaks i n  t h e  second, f o r t h ,  and 

l a s t  pe r iods ,  Th i s  p a t t e r n  is even more pronounced f o r  KPD pa r t i c i - .  

p a t i o n  i n  e v e n t s  and i n i t i a t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ,  which sug- 

g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  - ~ o m m n i s t s  were l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  determining 

t h e  dynamics o f  t h e  l e v e l  of  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  Nazi i n i t i a t i o n  

of  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  peaks i n  t h e  f i f t h  per iod ,  t h e  "trough" o f  

t h e  Communist v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F igure  2. This  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of  t h e  campaiih t h e  Communists and 

Nazis a l t e r n a t e d  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  i n  i n i t i a t i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  

v io lence ,  Yet t h e  Nazis d i d  not  a l low t h e  KPD t o  t u r n  t h e  campaign 

i n t o  a s t r e e t - f i g h t i n g  con tes t :  l e v e l s  o f  both  Nazi p a r t i c i p a t i o n  



Consecutive time periods, .  i n  days, from 
. . . , .. . . 1- - .' - .-. . .- - . ,- 

. . - . - . , ....,.. - .... - Ju ly  14-September 14, 1930 . . . , - . . .. 
> . . . . ., 

. . 
- Figure 2 : Dis t r ibut ion  of '  percentages of  t o t a l  co l l ec t ive  

violence i n i t i a t e d  by Nazis and Communists over 
-. - - . . - 

. . .. . . . -. . - ,. .. - :: t h e  course  of the  campaign, 1930. . 
. . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . 

. - . . - - - - . . - . - -- -.- - . _ _ _  .. . . . -.. - . . . 
- -..----..;-= - - c -  - - .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

. i n  e v e n t s  and e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  h i g h  i n  t h e  l a s t  two periods.  
- 

,- . . 

Thus whi le  t h e  campaign does r e a c h  a  crescendo o f  s o r t s  a t  its end, 

t h i s  is no t  merely t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e s c a l a t i o n  process  i n  which - 

. v i o l e n c e  r e p l a c e s  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day. 
. - 
While KPD i n i t i a t i v e s  may determine t h e  l e v e l s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  

f o r  mst  pe r iods  o f  t h e  campaign, t h e  Nazis pursue t h e i r  mixed 

s t r a t e g y  t o  - t h e  end, 

I n  summary, t h e  f i n d i n g s  sugges t  c o n t r a s t i n g  images o f  t h e  Nazis 

and Communists. Both a r e  h i g h l y  a c t i v e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  competi tors  o n  

the L e f t  and Right  f a r  behind i n  terms o f  l e v e l s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

The Nazis a a i n t a i n  a  h igher  l e v e l  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a n  t h e  Communists 

In most pkr iods  and f o r  t h e  campaign a s  a  whole. Both p a r t i e s  p a r t i -  

c i p a t e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  va r ious  t y p e s  of  v io lence .  The Nazisf  s t r a t e =  



combines e l e c t i o n  ' a c t i v i t i e s  wi th  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  and i n i t i a t i o n  

:: of v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  v io lence .  The Communists, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  engage - . -  

. . .  - 
. . 

: .:?. A y ., - . . p r i m a r i l y  i n  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  They determine t h e  l e v e l  o f  .L . . . :.-. . . 
. . . . ..- . . 

c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  i n  most per iods  of t h e  campaign, and, concen- 

t r a t e  t h e ' i r  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  Nazis. 

 he-~azi ga ins  o f  o v e r  5.5 m i l l i o n  v o t e s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  f o r  

_ - a n y  par-ty_ i n , t h e  1930 e l e c t i p n .  Th-e Communists, w i th  a n  a d d i t j n n a l  
t 

- - -  - * - - - 4 - -. - - <- 
-- - - =- 

-- *,+1,.3 .millio~n.-~ote~s;.~a-re &he birij. o t h e r  1.par.t~ wi th  .subsf a n t  i a l  - 

',. gains in t h i s  e l e c t i o n .  To what e x t e n t  a r e  t h e  even t s  analyzed 

above important  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e s e  g a i n s  by t h e  two e x t r e m i s t  

p a r t i e s ?  To answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n  would e n t a i l  c o r r e l a t i o n  and 
. . 

. . . r e g r e s s i o n  a h a l y s i s ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  a i l  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  i n g  

- changes i n  t h e  Nazi and Communist vo tes .  That a n a l y s i s  is beyond t h e  

. scope o f  ' t h i s  paper. The zero-order  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  pre- 

C - f  . . sen ted .  i n  Table.  7 sugges t ,  however, . t h a t  ba th  Nazis ang C O ~ ~ G ~ ~ S ~ ~  . 

have g r e a t e r  t h a n  average ga ins  i n  c i t i e s  and townships exper ienc ing  

' t h e s e  t y p e s  of  events .  The occurrence  o f  p o l i t i c a l  v io lence  and 

Nazi mobi l i za t ion  e f f o r t s  appears  t o  be r e l a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  geographi- 

. c a l l y ,  t o  t h e  inc reased  v o t e r  suppor t  f o r  t h e  two e x t r e m i s t  p a r t i e s  

in t h i s  e l e c t i o n .  

_ The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  campaign s u g g e s t s  two g e n e r a l  conclusions.  

The first conc lus ion  concerns t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Nazis a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  
. . 

movement. Arendt, w r i t i n g  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  s t a t e s :  

 h he pronounced a c t i v i s m  o f  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  movements, 
t h e i r  preference  f o r  t e r r o r i s m  over  a l l  o t h e r  forms of  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  and 
t h e  mb a l i k e ,  p r e c i s e l y  because t h i s  t e r r o r i s m  was s o  
u t t e r l y  d i f f e r e n t  f'ron t h a t  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s o c i e t i e s .  . . . What proved s o  a t t r a c t i v e  was t h a t  t e r -  
r o r i s m  had'  become a kind o f  philosophy through which t o  

,' e x p r e s s  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  resentment ,  and b l ind  ha t red ,  a  kind 
- .  of p o l i t i c a l  expressionism wnich uszd bombs t o  express  

- .  

,/ . . 



- .1g - 
* 

- .  

Table 7: ~ e i a t i o n s h i p s  between change i n  v o t e r  suppor t  and 
t h e  occurrence  o f  v a r i o u s  types  of  events ,  1930 

. .  . Change i n  Voter suppor ta  . . . . . .  . . 

. - Types o f  Events  . , 1930 . . 1930 . . , .  :. 
. - .  

Nazi KPD 

~ a 2 . i  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  +,21 b +;, 2  8 
. . Nazis i n i t i a t e  

+,20 +,26 c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  

KPD i n i t i a t e s  
c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e  +,21 +.31 

Q O U S  KPD i n  spontan, 
c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  

a ~ h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  measure t h e  chanses i n  t h e  number o f  v o t e s  
- f o r  t h e s e  two' p a r t i e s  from t h e  1528 t o  t h e  1530 e l e c t i o n s  . 

f o r  t h e  roughly  1000 c ' i t i e s  and townships i n  Germany, These 
= %  +, -  - - -  v a r i a b l e s  were converted t o  t h e  s t andard ized  form, The d a t a  _ 

comes fYom t h e  German Census s e r i e s :  Die S t a t i s t i k  des  
-, - 

b ~ l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  presented  i n  t h i s  t a b l e  a r e  
zero-order,  and a r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l ' j ;  s i g h f  f i c a n t  a t  well b e y ~ n d  
t h e  ,001 l e v e l ,  The c a s e s  f o r  B e r l i n  were excluded f rom. the  
d a t a  o n  which t h e s e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a r e  based, This  was neces- 
s a r y  due t o  problems i n  a s s i g n i n s  p o l i t i c a l  even t s  t o  t h e  
sub-uni t s  w i t h i n  B e r l i n ,  It is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  has  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  s t r e n g t h  o f  any o f  t h e s e  
c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  

- 
.- .. - . . 

o n e s e l f ,  which watched d e l i g h t e d l y  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n . .  
t o  resounding deeds and was a b s o l u t e l y  w i l l i n g  t o  pay 
t h e  p r i c e  o f  l i f e  f o r  having succeeded i n  f o r c i n g  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  e x i s t e n c e  o n  t h e .  normal s t r a t a  o'f 

' soc ie ty . "  15 . 
. . 

O u r  a n a l y s i s  shows t h i s  view t o  be f a l s e  i n  two r e s p e c t s ,  F i r s t ,  

a l t h o u g h  both t h e  Nazis and ~ o m n u n i s t s  c e r t a i n l y  q u a l i f y  a s  t o t a l i -  

t a r i a n  movements, n e i t h e r  c o n c e n t r a t e s  most of  its a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

t e r r o r i s m ,  Secondly, o f  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a f t i e s  i n  Germany t h e  

Nazis have t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  i r s t i t u t i o n -  

a l i z e d ,  non-violent,  l e g a l ,  e l e c t i o n - o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  This  is 

t o  p a i n t  n e i t h e r  Nazis a s  nor H i t l e r  a s  Gandhi -- t h e  
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Nazis a r e  a l s o  ve ry  a c t i v e  i n  a l l  t y p e s  o f  v io lence .  Yet t o  s e e  
. . ..',\ . 

'. t h e  Nazi, o r  f o r  t h a t  mat ter  Communist, s t r a t e g y  a s  pr i rnar i lg  . . 

t e r r o r i s t  is t o  o v e r s i m p l i f y  and d i s t o r t  a  m r e  complex p i c t u r e ,  

The second g e n e r a l  conc lus ion  concerns t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between p o l i t i c a l  v i o l e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence ,  and 
-_ - 

-' , i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  processes  such  a s  e l e c t i o n s ,  O u r  f i n d i n g s  
. ', 
'- . 

A-. - - -  - cast . 'doubt - -. - - o n  t .hepr les  . . -  whi-ch . . & .  s e e  - p o l i t i c a i ~ p o l l e c t i v ~ .  . v iq lence  a s  ,,I, - -< ._ 
- .&.- -- .-. - .:. . < - . . - .  .- - = - '. .. .r . -- - c  ~- , 7 . - - .  . - -  . -. . . 

p r i m a r i l y  express ive ,  and a s  tinti'the'ti'ca'l t o  ' rout ' ine y o l k t i c a l  
- . . , ,  .... - . .  . . . . . . . .  _. . ._ % _  . . .- - .. .x'- p rocesses .  Rather ,  p o l i t i c a l  c .o l l ec t ive  v io lence  appears  c l o s e l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  two ways. F i r s t ,  a s  we have seen, 
.. . .  

roughly  h a l f  o f '  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  v io lence  i n c i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  here  

occur  in; t h e  c o n t e x t  of e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  second, what- i s  o f t e n  . 

. , 
a t ' s t a k e '  i n  such v i o l e n t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  is t h e  r i g h t  t o  use pub l i c  

. . . . 

- spaces  f o r  purposes o f  p o l i t i c a l  mobi l i za t ion ,  This  ins t rumenta l  
. . 

c h a r a c t e r  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e .  is well i l l u s t r a t e d .  by t h e  i n c i -  . . 

i 

den t  from S t u t t g a r t  c i t e d  above, The s t u d y  o f  such , inc iden t s ,  I 
. .  

.suggest,  o f f e r s  impor tant  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  na ture  and dynamics o f  

s o c i a l  moverent's, and t h e i r  p lace  i n  the p o l i t i c a l  a rena .  - 
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. FOOTNOTES . . 
. . 

1, The r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  he re  was conducted i n  meeting t h e  r e q u i r e -  
ments f o r  t h e  Ph.D. a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan, The United S t a t e s  
A r m s  C o n t r o l  and Disarmament Agency provided funding f o r  p a r t  of  
t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  Josef  van  Almsick, Nancy Rondo, and P a t r i c k  blcDanie1 
a i d e d  i n  the s t a g e s  o f  microfi lming and coding t h e  d a t a .  Prof.  R. 
T i l l y  was most generous w i t h  advice  and a s s i s t a n c e  dur ing  t h e  summer 
I s p e n t  g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  i n  bluenster. E. Danie l  Ayres gave a  g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  adv ice  end a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  computer manipulation and analy-  
sis o f  t h e  d a t a .  The members o f  my d i s s e r t a t i o n  committee -- Profs .  

- - C h a r l e s  Ti - l ly ,  Wm. Gamon, Max H e i r i c h ,  and. Char les  Bright  -- gave 
'inva'luable ~ u g g e s t i o h s '  and c r i t i c i s m s  a t  e a r l i e r  s t a & e s  o f '  t h i s  - 
r e s e a r c h .  'I owe spec ia ' l  thanks t o  Chuck ' T i l l y ,  -who provided a t  a l l  
s t a g e s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  guidance, adv ice ,  and suppor t  i n  ways t o o  
numerous t o  mention. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any shortcomings i n  t h e  
r e s e a r c h  is, o f  course ,  s o l e l y  my own. 

2. Kornhauser, Wm. The Po l . i t i c s  o f  Mass S o c i e t ~ r ,  New York: Free 
Press ,  1959; S n e l s e r ,  >lei1 Theory o f  C o l l e c t i v e  Eehavior, 
New York: Free  E e s s ,  1563; Surr, Ted Rooeyt S.;h:: f'?n F , ? X 2 1 ,  
P r i n c e t o n  N.J.: P r ince ton  U n i v e r s i t y  P ress ,  1970; Davies, 
James C.   h he J -Curve  o f  R i s i n g  and Decl in ing  S a t i s f a c t i o n s  
a s  a  Cause of some Great  Revolu t ions  and a  Contained ~ e b e l l i o n "  

- i n  Violence i n  America (Graham 2c G w r ,  eds . ) ,  New York: New 
American L i b r a r y ,  1959 

3 .  L i p s e t ,  S.M. l ' f ~ a ~ c i s m '  -- L e f t ,  R igh t ,  and c e n t e r " ,  i n  S. M. 
- - - -  .- . . -- -- L i p s e t ,  P o l i t i c a l  .)?an, Garden C i t y ,  N.Y.: Doubleday & Co., - .  

1963 
4. Bracher,  K a r l  D i e t r i c h ,  Die D2utscho D i k t a t u ? ,  Ber l in ,  Germany: 

Ver lag  Kiepenheuer & Witsch, 1969 
5.  Noakes, Jeremy, The N2zi Partyr i n  Lover Saxonv, 1921-1933, 

. Oxford, England: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P ress  
. ,  ' . 6. Allen ,  Wm. S. The Nazi S e i z u r e  o f  Power, Chicago: Quadrangle . '  

Books, I n c  ,, 1965 

7. This  is t h e  SPD p o s i t i o n  a s  r e p o r t e d  by E r n e s t  Mandel i n  h i s  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Leon Trotsky  The S t r u s ~ l e  a r a i n s t  Fascism 
i n  Germany, New York: ' Pa th f inder  P ress ,  Inc., 1971 

8, Trotsky,  $ t r u a c l e  A ~ a i n s t .  Fascism, p. 19 
9, For a  more complete d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  da ta ,  t h e  methods used 

i n  g a t h e r i n g  and ana lyz ing  it, and its l i m i t a t i o n s ,  s e e  Dee 
R, Wernet te ,  " Q u a n t i t a t i v e  r-lethods i n .  S tudying  P o l i t i c a l  
Mobi l i za t ion  i n  Late  Weirnar ~ e r m a n g " ,  1975, s u b n i t t e d  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  f.ie thods I : ! e ~ s l e t t e r  

10, Foe ln i sche  Ze i tunz ,  Koeln, Germany, S e p t  . 12, 1930. E d i t i o n  
No, 499. The t r a n s l a t i o n  is my own. 

11. T h i s . d e f i n i t i o n  corresponds t o  and was t aken  from Gamson, 
Wm. A,, The S t r a t e ~ v  o f  S o c i a l  P-otest ,  Homewood, Ill.: 
The Dorsey Press ,  1575, p. 15 
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. -  F O O ~ ~ I D ~ ~ S ,  cont.  . . . . 

12. - These a r e  c l e a r l y  not t h e  o n l y  measures o f  mobi l i za t ion  a t t empts  
: 

' - which one could use. These measures ignore f o r  t h e  ms t  p a r t  t h e  
u s e  o f  t h e  rass w d i a  i n  p o l i t i c a l  m b i l i z a t i o n .  They were chosen - .  

. - because t h e y  b e s t  r e f l e c t  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a t t empts  a t  t h e  community 
l e v e l .  This  was important  s i n c e  I wanted t o  measure t h e  impact o f  
mobi l i za t ion  a t t e m p t s  on  changes i n  v o t e r  suppor t  o n  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l .  

... 
13. Allen,  . . a. a. s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  pages 291-297. 
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. . 150 Arend't, 'Hannah, To ta~ l i%ar ian i sm,  New York: Har tcour t ,  Brace, 
& World, Inc., 1968, pp, 30-31. . . . . . . 
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