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"The Process and Payoffs of Political Mobilization:
- The Nazis in 1930" -

‘Abstract

_ Drevious studies\of the Naz1 Party have focused on the social
bases of Nazi supoort. Much 1ess attention has been giver to the =~
’process of the Qreatlon.of that support. Through analysis of violent
~and non=-violent political events during the 1530 election campaign,
as reported in a national daily newspaper, this study examines the
V}process resulting in the Naz1s' first national election victory.

The Nazis are the most ‘active of all parties, combining violence

with electoral activities., The Communists, the other major parti-

A.,_cipant-in these events, concentrate their efforts in political

violence, and focus their attacks on the Nazis, Increases in votes

"fof both parties are positively oorrelated with both violent and
non-violent political activities. These findings suggest a reevalu-

ation of both the process of the Nazi rise to power, and of the -

| felationship between‘collective political violence and more routine

forms of political action.
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THE PROCESS AND PAYOFFS OF POLITICAL MOBILIZATION:
THE NAZIS IN 1930

Theorists have traditionally explained the appearance and char-

acteristics of social movements in terms of structures and changes

~on the macro—societal level, From Kornhauser and Smelser to Gurr'and

!)
Davies ‘, macro-societal changes are seen as creating the social

(¥

e

of collective action. This approach has also been predominant in the

1 sociological literature on Hitler's Nazi party. Lipset, in summarizing

this literature, explains Nazi support in terms of individuals'

 structural positions and reactions to macro-societal changes. "The

.“iaealrtypical Nazi voter in 1932.was a middle=-class self-employed
S : ‘ o ‘ 7
Protestant who lived either on a farm or in a small commnity..."-

Such individuals voted Nazi in reaction to riéing nnemployment, the

increasing bureaucratization of modern industrial society, and the
growth in political and economic support of big labor and-big busi-
ness. | -

" This macro-societal approach has precluded the study of the -

‘process of growth and political mobilization oﬁﬁsocial'movements.

For tnisAgrowth is implicitly seen as inevitable,'given the macro-
socletal conditions and forces at work.'The only information on the
growth process of the Nazi; cones from the historical literature.
Bracher presents a2 good picture of the national-level strategies
and alliances of the Nazis orior to 1933.9 Noakes describes the

Nazi use of opinion leaders and the Nazi methods for gaining control
over middle-clase interest groups in one region of Gernanf{ The only

-

information on the Nazi methods of political mobilization on the com=

' A
munity-level comes from Allen's excellent study of Northeim. Like

.S




;;ggnolitical mobilization of various kinds of collective action has been

-2 - , : ' \

all.case studies of individual communities,'Allen's_is limited in
‘terms of generalizing to the larger soclety. Consequently:‘We have
:iffnobclear; nationalelevel picture of the methods and processes of
. political mobilization which characterized the Nazi rise to power.A
This gap in the 1iterature is of more than Jjust theoretical
and historical interest The qunstion of the relastive efficacy for'
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:”fof practicai interest 11 both pre-NaZi Germany,and in the U.S in
the last decade. The German Left was divided in their tactical res-
ponse to the initial Nazi growth. The Socialists (SPD) argued-for
avoiding violent‘confrontations with the Nazis whenever possible.

‘Violence, by reenfor01ng middle-class fears of a Leftist Rcvolution,

could only drive such voters to the Na21s.’ The Communists (XPD)
assumed the opposite: to the victor of violent confrontations go the
ﬁ-” votes. Unoe01ded voters cnoose to back whichever par‘" they proceive
-t:as the stronvest° they want to "bet on a winning horse" v To fail
.rto meet the Nazi challenge in the streets would only show the weak-
vness of the Left, and thus result in a Nazi victorv at the polls. )
L_Although cast ‘in different political contexts, similar arguments'
divided the anti-war and civil richts movements in this country in
the 1960s. Our study of Nazi political mobilization should shed,light
" on this and similar questions;' | ' | : kl | |
Our data on the politicalﬁactivities of the various partieS'
comes from coded articles of the national, German, daily newspaper,
_2 Koelnische Zeitung. We coded all articles describing political.
events occurring in the two months preceeding the Sept 14, 1930
election to the National Parliament. This election campaign produced

the first large Nazi electoral victory. The political nature of the
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event was established by eilther a clear political identity of one
'.jof:the participants, or by'tne nature of the activity, such as |

i election: meetings. Four main kinds of political activities were
'istudied' non-violent, organized political activities. acts of terror
and attacks of prOperty. collective violence; and repressive acts
vby the state. Operational definitions and examples of these kinds -

{'of actlvities will be presented in the discus51on below,

S
- —

The “inrofmation for each .coded” event con51sts ‘5T the date and‘
location, (by city or township), of occurrence: the type(s) of
activit(y/ies) occurring as part of the event, and the identities
of the participants in each type of activity. In some kinds of
activities, such as terrorist attacks, one actor clearly initiates
‘the activity against the second party. In such cases the identities
of both initiator and target are also included in the coded record.
The:nnmbers of participants,_arrested, killed, or wounded for the
varlious parties to the events were rarely reported 1ln the articles.
Consequently this inforwation is not included in the coded reports.9
To illustrate the kinds of events under study and the amount of infor-
.mation reported, we briefly turn to a fairly typical event from the
Koelnische Zeitung. The setting is the central market square of Stutt-
gart, a large city in southernAGermany. It is a Thursday afternoon,
three days before the Sept. 14, 1930 elections. A group of Nazis are
"handing out election leaflets, which a number .of Communists try to
stop. A fist-fight develops. The traffic police, who try to restore
.order, are threatened with knives. One officer is injured by blows.
The pclice'are pelted with stones thrown from the windows of houses
on the Hauptstaetter street. They finally have to "make use of their |

drawn weapons", and call the riot police for assistance., Six arrests

Loy




-have been made.10 ’

The analysis of this campaign proceeds from the general to the

'»QfSpecific. The general nature of the campaign 1s studied in terms of

S m N T e T

the relative frequencies of various kinds of activities occurring
in both all events and in combinations within the same event.
The'over-all strategies of the various parties are“reflectéd‘r

‘their levels of participation in the different kinds of activities. o

N > & . \_\ = — M - ~y
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Onaa more“specific level, we iocus on the interactions of the two T
~most active parties, and on the police response to violent actions
by these parties. The history of the campaign is then analyzed in
' terms of the»temporal distribution of the various kinds of events.
The analysis concludes with a discussion of the relationships bet-
V'ween various hinds of political actions and changes in voter.support'
. for the particilpants. | |
ﬁThe analysis.of this campalgn -was presented as the.study of

‘the process of Nazi mobilization. By-mobilization we mean the
creation of political support of and commitment to a party.11 Our
measure of the mobilization process is the two noneviolent types of
action presented#in.Table l.12 Included in non-violent actions are
public meetings, parades, and handing-out or displaying in public
places 11terature, posters, flags, or other political materials.

The action is coded as election-oriented when the report provides

a clear electoral context, e.g. eine Wahlkundgebung, or election’.

mass-meeting. When this context or connection is lacking or unclear
the action is coded as "other non-violent actions™. It is clear

from Table 1 that most mobilization has this electoral context, and
that attempts at mobilization occur in at least a third of all events

reported. While not surprising, this supports. the choice of this

w0 S . 7



TABLE 1
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' FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTS OF EVENTS WITH TYPES OF ACTION, 1930'

'_Type of Action®

No. of Events
with This
Type of'Actipn

% of All Events
with This

.Type: of Action

Non-violent Actions

. Election-Oriented

Other =

Terrorism
Acts of Terror _
Attacks on Property

Collective Violence
Guns Used

Weapons Other Than Guns
~ Used '

_No Mention of weapons

“"Initiated by One Party :
Initiator not Identified/
- "Spontaneous"

Total Collective Vlolence

. State Actions
'~ Police Investigations
. Arrests

Reports of Trials

. Bans on Organizations

Bans on ACthitleS

Total Number of Events

104
:g~:l347

24
29
- 4
58
49
65
40
86

20
55
59
8
27

- 316°

o33P
R

9%

1%

18% .
- 16%
- 21%

13%
27%

.- 6%
17%
19% -

2%
8% -

AThe kinds of activities included under each of these
.- types of action are briefly described in the accompanylng

text.

Psince a given event may have more than one type of

" action occurring in it, these percentages do not add to 100%.

Csince a given event can have more than one type of
action occurring in it, this total is not the sum of the

numbers in this column.

-

data source in studying the mobilization process.

Non-violent mobilization is clearly not the only activity
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“or lacking. No minimm number -of “participants -is necessary for a

-6 -
occurring in this -campaign. Collective violence occurs with almost

the same frequency as non-violent actions., Collective violence-ih4

‘1?3c1udes both inter-personal and 1nter-gr6up'violence, (defined as an ;

‘attempt to physically harm another individual), in a face-to-face

setting. In man& cases the newspaper clearly states that one party

attacks another. Such actions are coded as "initiated". The violent

..action is coded as "spgntaneousWﬂwheéiggigéinforhat;on;igwunclggn -

—

—F -

-fight to be coded as collective violence, since such detailed infor-

"':mation,is.lacking in most articles. Distinctions_between types of

collective violence were made in terms of the use of guns, weapons-

other than guns, or no weapons mentioned. Although guns ‘are rarely

"*ﬂiuéed, bver-ﬁé1f of all collective vipléncé incidents inclﬁde the
~use of some other weapons. Likewise one party'clearly attacks the

. other -is the majority of events with collective viblence. It is clear

ﬁhatxin many cases at least some of the participants in collective
violence are neither surprised by nor unprepared for the fight.

A less frequent type of violence in this campaign is terrorism.

AActs of terror cohsist of either arson, bombings, or shootings from‘

ambush., The target of such acts 1s people, whether on the street, in

- a meetidg, or at their homes. In some cases arson or bombings occur

late at night with minimal chances of personal injury. The late-night
bombing or arson 6f the héadquarters or meeting-place of a parﬁy is
consequently coded as an attack dn property if the building is unoéc-
cupied. Defacing propérty.and stones thrown through windows are also
included under attacks on property. Over 15% of all events include
either act§ éf‘tenfor or attacks on ﬁropertﬁ. While not as frequent

as collective violence, these more premeditated and organized forms

s
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of violence are clearly an important part of this campaign.
Arreste and political trials are‘tne most freduent state
" actions repcrted in this campaign. Our analysis will focus only on
afrests, since they are moet closely related'to the other kinds of
- actions under_sﬁudy..The police are clearly not asleep, since they
make arrests in 17% of all events. It is clear, howevef, that they

\;,aren'f ‘able to arrest all participants in v101ence, 51nce some formﬂUav

/ — - ». [
Wi, T

of collective violence ocecurs in 27% of - all events. S

From table 1 it is clear that the mobilization process in this
- campaign occurs in.the context of both terrorist and collective
violence, and arrests by the police., How are these types of activi-
tiés related to one another? Specifically, to what extent do we find
different kinds of activities occurr;ng in the same event? Generali-
.2ing from the event in Stuttgart‘described above, we would expect
. “mobilization attempts to frequently lead to collective violence.
,Allen's findings likewise support this prediction: collective vio-
lence peaked in frequency during the election campaigns in this

15

.period, and often accompanied election activities. In contrast to
this prediction the frustration-aggression theory would predict that
collective violence would be rarely found in combinafion with elec-
toral activities. For electoral activities and collective violence
are two "competing" channels for the release of frustration and ag-
gression., In the words of one of the 1eading theorists of this'schoolz
"These electoral examples suggest that voting and other forms of -
pclitical participation provide for the expnession of discontent in
relatively nondestructive ways. It is likely ... thai discontent is

' w14

more violently expressed in the absence of euch procedures,

The data presented in Table 2 allows us to test these conflicting
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PERCENT OF EACH TYPE OF EVENT HAVING A SECOND CHARACTERISTIC, 1930

Acts of'Second cnaracteristic

' . . t
- ) Types of Events " w 0 3« -‘3’4.'.8 34—!8 gg
. + oK 4 M ] L0868 AP
' 0] : (o] 0 Ao VO g
o I o oo ol Q-+ O
“ P N £ 00 He=O nwe~<o o
H S Qo 20 0 A o ~ g N.
< < B L E—‘“Q> HOD> o
Election-oriented | 128 sk S% 36%  20% . .t 1M
~ Other Non-violent | o 3% e ek 62%  38% 158 13
' Arrests . = - S T. . o ol1e% 27% - 42% 38%  23% 55
Acts of Terror = o o 42% 17% = 21% 17% 22% 24
N Attqcké on Properﬁy - : ) 0 B2% . 14% o o ,'~31% 10% ‘18% 29
‘Total Initiated Collective Violence - . 35% &% 14% . .-  26% 42% 65
Total Spontaneous Collective Violence - - 52% - 10% 8%  42% . . . 52% 4o

in the rows, which also have the type of action identified in the column. Since more iuan
two types of action can occur in the same event, these percentages do not add to 100 per

cent, : . L

\

@These percentages are of the total.number of events with tYpés of action identified ...
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hypotheses. For the entries in this table show the percentages of

events with one type of action which also have a second type of

" action in combination. The percentages are computed by row, with

the number of events at the end of each row used as the base.
Examiningithe row for election-oriented activities, it is clear

_that these rafely occur in combination with any 51ngle other type

- .of activity. When they do. oceur in. oombination, however. they are_

‘most likely to be found with initiated and/br spontaneous cOLlective
violence.:Examining the rows for 1nit1ated and spontaneous collective
'iviolence, we find that respectively 42% and 52% of all events with
these types of action also are characterized by election;orieated
activities. Although election-oriented activities don't always lead
:to collective violence, roughly 50% of all cases of collective vio~-

- lence are found in the context of election~act1v1t1es. This supports

f;"Alien s findings, and casts doubt on the validity of the frustration=

W ..agg‘ession hypothesis e

| Election activities, while a frequent context for collective
- violence, are much less frequently found in combination with arrests;
acts of terror, or attacks on property. Acts of terror and attacks
oh'property are only found in frequeht combination with arrestse.
The two types of collective violence are found in frequent combina-
ftions with each other, ﬁith arrests, and_with“election-oriented
activities as noted above. Arrests are made most frequently in the
context of the two types of collective violence (42% and 38% in the
Yarrests" row). Attacks on proberty and spontaneous collective
~violence afe the forms of violent action most likely to lead to
arrests, however (52% for both in the "arrests” column). |

The findings from Table 2 are summarized in Figure 1, which
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election-oriented initiated & spon-

. non-violent ---==3 taneous collective ' '
_ aetions - . violence . . =====> arrests
| ‘Acts of terror ’—;——j::::;/;ﬂ
. ~ . Attacks on
Property .

Figure 1l: The sequential orderinO of various kinds of activities,
when found in comblnation in the same event.,

" .guggests the sequences of the various kinds of activities when

'Afound in the_same event, The sequential ordering come from my kncw-
ledge of the data throogh readihg and coding the hewspaper articles.
The broken arrows indicate that in more than 33% of the events with
the "dependent", or sequentially second type of activity, one also
finds the "independent", or sequentially first type of activity.
| iﬁusfoné finds eléction-oriented; non-violent actions in more than
x_jj%vof the events-with elther type of collective ?iolence, and one
?a fihds either initiated or spontaneous collective violence in more
‘than 33% of the'events.in which arrests are made., Solid arrows sig-
nify that more than 33% of the events with the independent form of
action also have the dependent form of action. Thus arrests ocecur -
v,ib'more than 33% of events having collective violence, acts ofv
terror, or attacks on property. - |
. Given this general picture of the campai«n, what are the roles

-of the various political parties, as measured by thelr rates of
Aparticipatlon in these various kinds of actlvitles. Table 3 shows
the over-all strategies of the four political parties whose activi-
ties were reported in the newspaper articles: It is clear that the
Nazis and the Communists (KPD).are the most active.pafties,'in terms

of the total numbter of events in which each party was involved.

A
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TABLE 3

: PERCENT OF TOTAL PARTY PARTICIPATION IN TYPES
; OF ACTION, BY IDENTITY OF PARTY, 1930

. - Identity of Party Participating
~ Types of Actions : ' -

in which Parties Nazi " DNVP . SPD KPD

- Participated . % % % %
‘Election=oriented - ‘ L e e T e
: ~ Non-violent 2192 53% 39% 4%
- Other Non-violent 4% S 11% 3%
- Placed under Arrest - 13% 0 . . e e - ..16%

- Trials of Members 13% 20% . e 20%
Engage in Terrorism 7% . . e . 9%
Target of Terrorism . 7% . . . 6% . 4%
Attack Property ' . 6% ‘e o - 6% 10%
Target of Attack on )

- Property ) 4% PR . . 9%
.- 'Initiate Collective S e T
Violence : 19% e e 1. 6% 28%
Spontaneous Collective s ' '
Violence 25% 27% 33% 32%
Total Number of Events . R O N o

-* in which Party was S o . e _

"~ Involved 135 - 15 - 18 88

@Because the same party can participate in more than
one type of action in the same event, these percentages do
not necessarily add to 100 per cent.

The participation of the Conservétives (DNVP) and Sdcial;s?s (SPD)A
is limited to a small number of events with election activities or
épontaneous collective violenée. The Nazis and Communists, ;n con-_
trast, participate in both larger numbers and in a broader range of
types of actions. This being the case, the analysis will focus on
these two extremist parties, . | _ | _

The Nazis pursue a mixed strategy, bapticipating'in roughly
equal proﬁorﬁions/in election actjvities and iIn the two types of

collective violence, The Nazi involvement in terrorism and attacks




=12 -

TABLE 4

PERCENT OF ATTACKS BY PARTY HAVING OTHER PARTY
AS TARGET, BY TYPE OF ACTION AND IDENTITIES
OF INITIATOR AND TARGET, 1930

Party Receiving/Responding_to

Type of Action Violent Types of Action®
and Identity of ' IR
_ Initiating Party Nazis KPD Nb )
R T U . o %. S TN e
- - Terror 4 L _ S :
Nazis Engage in Terror I Y - 7- 9
KPD Engages in Terror 75% « o . .8 .
Nazis Attack Property o o : -38% 8
9

" KPD Attacks Property K 11% = .

~Collective Violence
Nazis Initiate with Veapons

~._ Other than Guns Lo e e 20% 10
KPD Initiates with Weapons R - ST
Other than Guns ' 50% ¢« e 12
Nazis Initiate, No . o
Weapons Mentioned . ee - 11% 9.
KPD Initiates, No B LT S T
' Weapons Mentioned . T15% o o 12

AThis does not imply that the receiving party either
does or does not respond in kind, but only that the receiv-

ing party did not start the type of actlon, and that the
other party did.

bThese are the numbers of events in which the party

initiates this type of action.

| on property ie proportionately similar to that of the Communistsz
In centrast to the Nazi strategy of mixing violent and non-violent
activities, the Communists concentrate on violent actions aﬁ the
expense of election-oriented activities. Thev engage in acts of
terror more frequently than they receive terror attacks, and thei“
involvement in both kinds of collective violence 1is, relative to

their over-all level of particibation, higher than_that of the.Nazis.

\

\,‘#,(' )
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Thus while the Nazis participate in the various types of violence

o as frequently as the Communists, the Commnists appear as the more

'»ﬁluviolent party, s1nce they concentrate more of their participation "

T in these activities.

Since the-Nazis and Communists are'the majorAparticipants in
the various kinds of violence in this -campaign, one would expect
h:_much of their violent activities to be directed at one another.

- ‘Table § SHGWs the extent to which the Nazis snd KPD corcentrate =

‘ their'violent attacks on each other. Although the numbers of cases
are small, the general-pattern in this table is clear: the KPD was
more-likely to concentrate its attacks on the Nazis, than vice
versa{ This 1is the case in three out of the four types of violent
a;;actions. It is difficult to determine the extent to which this

‘ pattern isithe result of different intentions of the two parties:
the nesult.of differential reporting of the identity of the target.
- of vioience; or the result of differential visibility to political
opponents. For the Nazis often wore uniforms, which made them visible
to both attacking opponents and to newspaper reports. KPD members,
ip’contrast, were more apt to blend in with the.working-class_popu-
‘lation. In any- case, the message received by readers of this news=
paper is clear: although the Nazis and KPD are equal in the numbers
of various kinds of violent attacks initiated, the KPD focuses more
of its attacks on the Nazis than the Nazis do on the Communists.

The analysis thus far has focused in large part on the actions
and interactions of the Nazis and Communists, As noted above, the
police were also active in responding to political violence. Were
they impartial in arresting Mazis and Communists? Table 5 shows the

arrest rates for the Nazis and KPD, given their participation in the

1
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\§éfiousukihds of violence. The overall rates for the two parties
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TABLE 5

PERCENTAGES OF ACTIONS PRODUCING ARRESTS,
BY PARTY ATTACKED AND TOTAL, 1930

Types of Actions

Identity of Party Attacked Total for

/ALl Parties

Nazis _ Communists ° Attacked
% () %  (N) % (N)

— iActs-of Terror -~ "x'30% (10).. -100%  (4) - . 42%:. (24).
Attacks on Property 60% - (5)  '38% _(8) 52% - (29)
Initiated Collective | | N
Violence, Weapons - o :

Other than Guns 31% (16) 60% (10) = 40% (43)
 Initiated Collective o o S
- Violence, No Weapons  25%  (12) 100% (1) 25% (28)

These numbers are the totals of the events in which the
" party is attacked with this type of action,
number of times arrests are made when the

not the total
party is attacked.

Tomsty L R

aré‘roughly equal, which suggest-police impartiality in responding

the Nazis to be arrested when they attack property or initiate cqlt

" to Nazi and KPD violence. Yet the Comrunists are more likely than _

iéctive violence without weapons. The Nazis are more likely to be

arrested when they engage in either type of spontaneous collective

violence., These differences méy be due to police discrimination.,

Comparing the Nazi and KPD arrést rates with the overall arrest

rates for these types of violent actions, (shown in column three),

fhe arrest rates for these two parties are generaily below thg

general arrest rates., Perhaps part of belonging to political organi-

zations active in violence is knowing when to "hoof i@".
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. TABLE 6

R l

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF EVENTS WITH THE MAJOR TYPE° OF ACTION,

17%

22%

BY /PERIOD._OF:OCCURRENCE IN THE CAMPAIGN, 1930
Time Periods, in Days '
Type of Event o
, 1-11 12-22 23-33 34-43 = 44-53 54~63 Total
% % % % % % %  No.
. N
Election Activities 5% 2% 7% 15% 40% 31% 100% - 102
Acts of Terror 12% 25% 32% © 16% . 8% 12% 100% 25
" Attacks on.Property 14% 7% - 17% L l4% 0 14% 348% 100% 29
Initiated Collective - ' L § - _ . 4 '
Violence 9%  X7%  Y13% o 24% 13% - 24%  101% 63
Spontaneous Collective o : - R o .
Violence 10% 18% - 12% 25% 12% - 22% 99% 40
Nazis Participate in . EE _ '
Event 11% - 10% 14% .. 24% 20% - 21% 100% 135
Nazis Initiate ' ; ’ . o
Collective Violence 19% 8% - 12% 19% ©27% - 15% 100% 26
. DNVP Participates in _ . o ' .
Event . 26% 24% 9% i 3% 15% 24% - 101% 22
SPD Participates in Event 13% . 17% = "13% - | 9% - 26% 22% 100% .18
KPD Participates in Event  11% 17% . 13% i 27% 10% 1 23% 101% 88
KPD Initiates Collective . : - o . DR :
Violence 8% 24% - 12% | 32% 0% .24% 100% 25
All Events 13% 11% - 12% 23% 98% 307

- 6T -
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Our analysis thus far has considered the campaign as a static

'_'whole. To study the dynamics of the campaign the various kinds of

ll‘ﬁlevents were aggregated, by date of occurrence, into six consecutive

‘periods covering the 63 days from July 14 through Sept 14, inclusive.
WLBy having.computed the percentages across the rows in Table 6, we

_aré able to study fluxuations in the frequency of occurrence of

';eventsiof a given type, relative boibhe entire campaign. The. frequen--'

cy of election activities, for example, is relatively low in the »
first three periods, rises rapidly to the fifth period, and then
declines slightly in the last ten days of the_campaign. Similar.

concentrations of events in the last half of the campaign exist for

L A11 Events and for most of the other types of events. Only acts of :

” terror ‘and events Wluh DNVP participation deviate from this general
_‘trend This trend, although 51gnificant, is not overly dramatic in
most cases. More interesting are the patterns of fluxuation around
-this trend, . ¥

The frequencies of hoth types of collective violence rise and
- fall in a series of waves, with the peaks in the second,,forth, and
| 1éé£ periods. Thls pattern is even more pronounced for KPD partici{
pation'in events and initiation of collective violence, which sug=-
gests that the‘Communists Qere largely responsible for determining
the dynamics of the'level.of collective violence. Nazi initiation
of collective violence peaks in the fifth period, the "trough" of
the Communist violent activity, as illustrated in Figure 2. This
suggests that in the last half of the campaign the Communists and
Nazis alternated in taking the offensive in initiating collective
violence. Yet the Nazis did not allow the KPD to turn the campaign
into a street-fighting contest: levels of both Nazi participation

s
/s
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"Figure 2: Distribution of percentages of total collective

violence initiated by Nazis and Communists over
- . the course of the campaign, 1930.
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1n events and election activities are high in the last two periods.
Thus while the campaign does reach a crescendo of sorts at its end,
this is nof merely the result of.an escalation process in which
violence replaces election activities as the order of the day.
while KPD initiatives may determine the leVels.of collective violence
for most periods of the campaign, the Nazis pursue their mixed |
strategy to the end. i |

In summary, the findings suvgest contrasting images of the Nazis
and Communists, Both are highly active, leaving their competitors on
the lLeft and Right far behind in terms of levels of participation.

' The Nazis maintain a higher level of activity than the Communists

in most periods and for the campaign as a whole. Both parties parti-

cipate frequently in various types of violence., The Nazis' strategy

\
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comhines election'activities with participation in and initiation
'of various types of violence. The Communists, in contrast,’engage
aprimarily in violent activities., They determine the level of
:.collective violence in most periods of the campaign, and concen-
trate their attacks on the Nazis.
"The Nazi gains of over 5.5 million votes are theiiargest for

any party in the 1930 election. The Communists, with an additinnal

-,

__f’ll.} million Noters,aarelthe ouiy other party with substantial ‘ Tom e
o gains in this election, To what extent are the events analyzed '
above important in explaining these gains by the two extremist
parties? To answer this question would entail correlation .and
Tregression analysis, controlling for all other factors affecting
W?Changes.in the Nazi and Communist votes. That analysis is beyond the
_ scope of this paper. The zero=-order correlation coefficients pre-
-sented-in'Table.7 suggest, however, .that both Nazis and Communists
" have greater than average gains in cities and'townships experiencing
‘“these types of events. The occUrrence of political violence and
Nazi mobilization efforts appears to be related, at least geographil-
'cally, to the increased voter support for the two extremist parties
in this election._ w |
The analysis of this campaign suggests two general conclusions.
-The first conclusion concerns the nature of the Nazis as a political
movement, Arendt, writing on this subject, states: '

"The pronounced activism of the totalitarian movements,
their preference for terrorism over all other forms of
political activity, attracted the intellectual elite and
the mob alike, precisely because this terrorism was so
utterly different from that of the earlier revolutionary
societies. . . . What proved so attractive was that ter-
rorism had become a kind of philosophy through which to

; express frustration, resentment, and blind hatred, a kind
- of political expressionism which uszd bombs to express
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Table 7: Relationships between change in voter support and
' the occurrence of various types of events, 1930

Change in Voter Supporta

Types of Events T 1930 . 1930
’ ) Nazi KPD
Naii election activities o '+.21b +.28
Nazis initiate S
collective violence ' +420 +,26

s Nazis in spontaneous ) C e R

~ KPD initiates

collective violence . - z»+;211- +.31 .
KPD in spontaneous ' o f _
collective violence - +.18 , +.27

87hese variables measure the chang ges in the number of votes
.. --. for these two parties from the 1928 to the 1930 elections .
. . for the roughly 1000 cities and townships in Germany. These
~r-~--variables were converted to the standardized form. The data
" comes from the German Census series: Die Statistik des
Deutschen Reichs,

bAll correlation coefficients presented in this table are

zero-order, and are statistically significant at well beyon

~the .00l level, The cases for Berlin were excluded from-the
-7 data on which these coefficients are based., This was neces-=

sary due to problems in assigning political events to the

sub-units within Berlin. It is unlikely that this has sub-

stantially affected the directlon or strength of any of these
- coeff101ents.

oneself, which watched delightedly the publicity given:

to resounding deeds and was absolutely willing to pay

the price of life for having succeeded in forcing the

recognition of one's existence on the normal strata of

society." 15 .
Our analysis shows this view to be falseiin two respects., First,
although both the Nazis and Communists certainly qualify as totali-
tarian movements, neither concentrates most of its activities in
terrorism. Secondly, of all the political parties in Germany the
Nazis have the highest levels of participation in the institution-
alized, non-violenf, legal, election-oriented activities. This 1is

to paint neither Nazis as pacifists nor Hitler as Gandhi == the

Q;=‘collective violence - LGB o TMRTE ;”,Zg(.%ét; 
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_ Nazis are also very active in all types of violence, Yet to see

" the Na21, or for that natter Communist, strategy as primarilj

terrorist is to oversimplify and distort a more complex picture,
The second general conclusion concerns the relationship

between oolitical violence, especially‘collective violence, and

: - institutionalized political processes such as elections, Our findings

\

nast doqbt on theories which. see political collective, violence as;iﬂ S

primarily expre551ve, and as antithetical to routine political
processes. Rather, political collective violence appears closely
related to election activities in two ways, First, as we have seen,
roughly half of the collective violence 1n01dents reported here
~ocecur in&thé context of election activities. Second, what-is often
at stake in such v1olent confrontations is the right to use public
spaces for purposes of political mobillzation. This instrumental
_character of collective violence.is well i1llustrated by the inci-v
dent from Stuttgart cited above. The study of such incidents, I
.suggest, offers important 1nsights into the nature and dynamics of

social movements, and their place in the political arena. -
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this research, Josef van Almsick, Nancy Rondo, and Patrick McDaniel
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sis of the data., The members of my dissertation committee -- Profs. .
~Charles Tilly, Wm. Gamson, Max Heirich, and. Charles Bright -- gave

~‘invaludble suggestions and criticisms at earlier stages of this - . .°
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numerous to mention. The responsibility for any shortcomings in the
research is, of course, solely my own,
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9, For a more complete description of the data, the methods used

' in gathering and analvzing it, and its limitations, see Dee
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12, - These are clearly not the only measures of mobilization attempts

- which one could use. These measures ignore for the most part the

._-1:14 Gurr’ OD. Cit‘, pg 310, “ e a T T V‘ T T e _: -
15. Arendt ‘Hannah, TotalltarlaniSﬂ, New York: Hartcourt Brace,

use of the mass media in political mobilization. They were chosen
because they best reflect mobilization attempts at the community
level, This was important since I wanted to measure the impact of

?oblllzatlon attempts on changes in voter support on the local
evel,

13. Allen, op. cit. see espe01a11y pages 291-297.
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