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TllE WEB OF COLLECTIVE ACTION 

I N  EIGHTEENTI(-CENTURY CITIES 

C h a r l e s  T i l l y  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan 

February  1978  

Address  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h c  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  S o c i e t y  

f o r  E ighteenth-Century  S t u d i e s .  a t  Texas  A.6 M. U n i v e r s i t y .  

C o l l e g e  S t a t i o n .  T e x a s ,  March 1 9 7 8  

"Dear Son." w r o t e  t h e  f u s s y  o l d  f c l l o w  i n  1,011don t o  I l l s  son  In  New 

J e r s e y ,  

S i n c e  my l a s t  . . . n o t h i n g  110s been t a l k e d  o r  t l ~ o r ~ g h t  

o f  h e r e  b u t  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e r e  have  been amazing c o n t e s t s  

a l l  o v e r  t h e  k ~ n g d o m , , ~ ' 2 0  o r  3 0 , 0 0 0  o f  a  s i d e  s p e n t  i n  

s e v e r a l  p l a c e s .  and  i n c o n c c l v a b l e  m l s c h i c f  done  by dc-  

bauc l i ing  t h e  p e o p l e  and mak111g them i d l e ,  h e s i d c s  t l ~ r  

immedia te  a c t u a l  m i s c h i c f  done  by drunken  mad mobs t o  

h o u s e s ,  windows, hc.  The s c e n e s  have  been I i c ~ r r l h l e .  

I.ondon was i l l u m i n a t e d  two n l g h t s  r u n n i n g  a t  t h e  com- 

mand o f  t h e  mob f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  W i l k c s  i n  t h e  Midcllesex 

e l e c t i o n ;  t h e  second  nfg l l t  excccded  a n y t h i n g  o f  ~ l i c  

k i n d  e v e r  s e e n  h e r e  on t h e  g r e a t e s t  o c c a s i o n s  o f  re- 

j o i c i n g ,  a s  even  t h e  s m a l l  c r o s s  s t r e e t s ,  l a n e s .  c o u r t n ,  

and  o t h e r  out-of-the-way p l a c e s  were  a 1  1  i n  a  b l a z e  wltl i  

l i g h t s ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s  a l l  n i g h t  l o n g ,  a s  

t h e  mobs went round a g a i n  a f t e r  two o ' c l o c k ,  nnd o b l i g e d  

p e o p l e  who had e x t i n g ~ ~ l n h c d  t l i e i r  c a n d l e s  t o  l l f i l i t  them 

a g a i n .  Those  who r e f u s e d  had a l l  t h e i r  windows c lcs t roycd  

. . . T i s  r c a l l y  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e v e n t ,  t o  s e e  a n  o u t -  

l a w  and e x i l e .  o f  bad p e r s o n a l  c l l n r n c t e r ,  n o t  wort11 a  

f a r t h i n g ,  come o v e r  from F r a n c e ,  set l ~ l m s c l f  up a s  can-  

d i d a t e  For t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t l i c  k l~ igdom,  m i s s  I l l s  c l c c L l o n  

o n l y  by b e i n g  t o o  l a t e  i n  I l l s  n p p l i c n t i o n ,  and imme- 

d  l a t e l y  c a r r y i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o u n t y .  The mob 

( s p i r i t e d  I I ~  by numbers o f  d i f f c r c n t  hall :~cls s u n g  o r  

r o a r e d  i n  e v e r y  s t r c e t )  r c q v i r l n j i  j i c n ~ l c m e n  and Laclicli 



o f  a l l  r a n k s  a s  t h e y  p a s s e d  i n  t h e i r  c a r r i a g e s  t o  

s h o u t  f o r  W i l k e s  and l i b e r t y ,  mark ing  t h e  same words 

on a l l  t h e i r  c o a c h e s  and c h a l k ,  and No. 4 5  on e v e r y  

d o o r :  w h i c l ~  e x t c n d s  a  v a s t  way a l o n g  t h e  r o a d s  i n t o  

t l ~ e  c o u n t r y "  ( F r a n k l i n  1972:  v o l .  1 5 ,  '98-99).  

T11c t i m e  was A p r i l  1 7 6 8 ,  t h e  w r i t e r  o u r  I u t u r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Benjamin 

F r a n k l i n .  

The Wilkes  i n  q u e s t i o n  was t h e  g e n t l e m a n ,  j o u r n a l i s t ,  r a k e  and dema- 

gogue John  Wilkes .  W i l k e s  had e n t e r e d  P a r l i a m e n t  a s  Member f o r  Aylesbury  

i n  1757 .  I n  A p r i l  1763 ,  i s s u e  4 5  o f  W i l k e s '  p a p e r ,  The Nor th  B r i t o n ,  

p r i n t e d  a  v e i l e d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  P a r l i a -  

ment.  For  t l ~ a t  a r t i c l e ,  W i l k e s  was b r i e f l y  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  t h e  Towcr o f  

London, and t h e  e x e c t ~ t i o n e r  burned  No. 4 5  p u b l i c l y  i n  Cheaps ide .  I n  

1 7 6 4 ,  W l l k e s  was e x p e l l e d  from t h e  l louse o f  Commons, s e n t e n c e d  t o  j a i l ,  

t h e n  d e c l a r e d  a n  o u t l a w .  Now h e  had n o t  o n l y  r e p r i n t e d  t h e  in famous  

No. 4 5 ,  b u t  a l s o  p r i n t e d  a  p o r n o g r a p h i c  parody  o f  P o p e ' s  E s s a y  on  Man 

( e n t i t l e d ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  E s s a y  on  Woman), and  t h e n  f l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A f t e r  

s p e n d l n g  t o u r  y e a r s  i n  l c l s u r e l y  b u t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e b t - r i d d e n  e x i l e  on  

t h e  C o n t i n e n t ,  W i l k e s  had s l i p p e d  back  i n t o  B r i t a i n  e a r l y  i n  1768. He 

had a p p e a l e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  a  p a r d o n ,  had f a i l e d  i n  a  b i d  f o r  o n e  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s e a t ,  and had t h e n  ( i n  March o f  1768)  won e l e c t L o n  t o  a  

s e a t  i n  Middlesex .  BenJamin F r a n k l i n ' s  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s o n  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  

r i o t o u s  W i l k l t e  v i c t o r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  2 9 t h  o f  March. 

W i l k e s '  1768  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  campaign a f f r o n t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  

i t s  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  -- an a p p e a l  by an o u t l a w ,  n o  l e s s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  o f  t h a t  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e l e c t o r a t e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  

campaign smacked o f  p o p u l a r  s o v e r e i g n t y .  It c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

v i r t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I t  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  power o f  t h e  a u t l ~ o r i t l e s  t o  

p l a c e  t h e l r  a l l i e s  and c l i e n t s  i n  P a r l i a n ~ c r r t  a n d ,  by e x t e n n l o n ,  i n  t l ~ c  

government i t s e l f .  The w h i f f  o f  p o p u l a r  f iovcrelgnLy d l d  n o t  p l e a s e  

Benjamin F r a n k l i n  e i t h e r .  

I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  W i l k i t e  c c l e b r a t i c n s ,  F r a n k l i n  user1 t h e  languajic 

o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The word was n o t  crowd, o r  nsscmbly ,  o r  g a t l ~ c r i n g .  

b u t  yJ. Mobs a r e  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  d a n g e r o u s  p e o p l e  p e r f o r m i n g  improper  

a c t s .  Mobs make r i o t s .  R i o t s ,  In  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  n ~ ~ t l ~ o r i t i e s .  a r e  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s  (whether  v i o l e n t  o r  n o t )  whose i m p r o p r i e t y  J u s t t f l c a  

t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e  t o  t e r m i n a t e  them: r e l a t e d  words i n  t l ~ e  c tgh tcenLh-  

c e n t u r y  l e x i c o n  a r e  o u t r a g e  and sedition. The words a r c  c s s c n t ~ a l l y  

p o l i t i c a l  l a b e l s ;  t h e y  s e t  a  d i s t a n c e  between t l ~ e  o b s e r v e r  and t h e  a c t o r s ,  

mark a  l i n e  between r e s p o n s i b l e  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  mcans o f  p u r n ~ ~ l n g  i n -  

t e r e s t s .  As s u c h ,  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  They a f f e c t  t h e  way 

t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  behave .  I n  t h e  e i g l ~ t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s e t t i n g ,  t l ~ c l r  u s e  

d e s e r v e s  t h e  c l o s e s t  s t u d y .  But a s  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  I i l s t o r i c a L  and s o c i o -  

l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  words s u c h  a s  mob, r i o t ,  o u t r a g e  and  s e d i L i o n  o b s c u r e  

much o f  what i s  g o i n g  on .  

As i t  happens ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  twenty  y e a r s  s t u d e n t s  oC t h e  e l g l ~ t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  h a v e  p l a y e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t  i n  r e v c a l l n g  w l ~ a t  s o c i a l  r e a l t i e s  

l i e  i n ,  and b e h i n d ,  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  a ~ ~ t h o r i t i e s  c a l l  r l o t s  o r  s c c l i t i o n s .  

I n  B r i t a i n ,  we have  o n l y  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  work o f  E.P. Tl~ompson. Ceorgc  

~ud', and  W a l t e r  S h c l t o n .  I n  America,  l~ l s tor i :~n . - .  o f  L11e Amcr tca t~  Kevo- 

l u t i o n  s u c h  a s  D i r k  Hoerdcr  and J e s s e  I ,emiscl~ have  made Ln~purLanl con- 

t r i b u t i o n s  t o  " h i s t o r y  from below". I n  F r a n c e ,  t h e  R e v o l u t t o n  o f  1789  

h a s  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n ,  wit11 r e c e n t  s t r ~ c l l e s  by 

Mona Ozouf and Lynn Hunt showing u s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r c  s t i l l  i m p n r t n n t  t h i n g s  



t o  b e  l e a r n e d  a b o ~ ~ t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  crowd. Yves-Marie Berck ,  t h e  u b i q -  

u i t o u s  George R I I ~ ~ /  and o t h e r s  have  e x t c n d e d  t l i e  a n a l y s i s  o f  p o p u l a r  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  b o t h  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  O t h e r  w e s t e r n  I 

! 
c o u n t r i e s  l lave p r o d ~ ~ c c d  s i m i l a r  I ~ i s t o r i o g r a p l ~ i e s ;  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  crowd 

i 
i n  h i s t o r y  h a s  become s o m e t h i n g  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n t e r p r i s e .  ( I ,uck i ly ,  

I 
n o  o n e  h a s  s u c c e e d i n g  i n  a f f i x i n g  o name t o  t h e  s p e c i a l t y ,  t h u s  s a v i n g  

u s  from a  J o u r n a l  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  Polemology o r  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Demologi- 

c a l  Review.) S o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  shown u s  how 

t o  u s e  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  b r i n g  i n a r t i c u l a t e  
! 

o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  t h e y  l i v e d  and  made. 

Fol lowing  t h e  i n s i g h t s  o f  t h i s  by now w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l  

a p p r o a c h ,  l e t  u s  l o o k  more c a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  

o f  London i n  1768 ,  b e f o r e  moving t o  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and r e f l e c t i o n s  on  o t h c r  

c i g l ~ t e e n t l ~ - c e n t u r y  c i t i e s .  By " p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n "  I mcan s i m p l y  1 
t h e  v a r l o u s  means by w h i c l ~  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  who s h a r e  a n  i n t e r e s t ,  g r i e v -  

l 

a n c e  o r  a s p i r a t i o n  band t o g e t h e r  t o  a c t  on t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t .  Some I 
o f  t l ~ o s e  mcnns a r e  h a r d  t o  t r a c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  i n v o l v e  t h e  r o u t i n e  u s e  

o f  p e r s o n a l  i n f l u e n c e  and o f  d a i l y  c o n t a c t s ,  o r  b c c a u s e  t h e  a c t o r s  de-  

i 
I 

I i b e r a t e l y  h i d  t h e i r  a c t i o n  from t h e  n u L l i o r i t i c s ,  and t h e r e b y  from t h e  

h i s t o r l c n l  r e c o r d .  We c a n  make a  s t a r t  on  t h e  problem by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  

on c o n t e l i t i o u s  gatherings: o c c a s i o n s  on  which p e o p l e  assembled  and made 

v i s i b l e  c l a i m s  on o t h e r  p e o p l e  v i a  d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  a t t a c k s ,  p e t i t l o n s ,  sym- 

b o l i c  d i s p l a y s  o r  o t h e r  means. 

C o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  have  a  g r e a t e r  c h a n c e  o i  e n t e r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r -  

i c a l  r e c o r d  t h a n  most o t h e r  forms o f  p o p ~ ~ l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  s i n c e  

t h e y  a r c  ( a l m o s t  by d e f i n i t i o n )  o b s e r v a b l e .  s i n c e  o b s e r v e r s  f i n d  them 

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and s i n c e  a u t h o r i t i e s  commonly s e e k  Lo c o n t r o l  them i n  o n e  

way o r  a n o t h e r .  We c a n  g a i n  some s e n s e  o f  L l ~ e  web o f  c o l l e c t i v c  a c t l o n  

i n  g e n e r a l  by examining  t h e  Corm and c o n t c n t  o r  c o n t c n L l o u s  g n t l ~ c r i t ~ g s  

i n  e ig1 i teen t l1-century  1.01idon and  o t l l e r  c i t i e s ,  nnd tllen n ~ k i l l g  w h a ~  t h e  

o f t e n  e x o t i c  c h n r a c t e r  o f  Lhose g a t h e r i n g s  h a s  LO d o  w l ~ h  L I I C  s L n l c t u r e  

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c i t y .  

L e t  me stress a g a i n  t h a t  many o t h c r  s c h o l n r s .  I n c l u d i n g  t h e  lo rmid-  

a b l e  George ~ u d e / ,  h a v e  t a k e n  up t h e s e  problems -- i n d e e d ,  l ~ n v c  worked 

o v e r  many o f  t h e  same m a t e r i a l s  and e v e n t s  we a r e  examlnlng  h e r e .  Fur-  

t h e r m o r e ,  my own c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  on  t l ~ e s e  m a t t e r s  f o c u s e s  on t h e  11i11e- 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t l i e  e i g l ~ t e e n t h .  T h l s  is  n o t ,  t l l en ,  n  r e p o r t  

o f  new and o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  b u t  a  s u r v e y  o f  where we s t a n d ,  and where 

we go from h e r e .  For  t l i e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c L i v c  a c t i o n  In 

e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c i t i e s  p r o v i d e  e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n l t l c s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e -  

f l e c t i o n  and  r e s e s r c h :  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l   ink^ between what 

we l o o s e l y  c a l l  " p r o t e s t "  and t h e  r o u t i n e  ways i n  which p c o p l e  p u r s u e  

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ;  t o  s e e  how t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  geographic and s o c l n l  s l r u c t u r c  

o f  t h e  e i g l ~ t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  shaped  t h e  cl inrncLer o f  c o l l c c t l v c  n c t l o n :  t o  

s p e c i f y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h l p  between t h e  l a r g e  s o c i a l  chnnp,cs g o i n g  on  111 t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and t h e  l o c a l  g r i e v a n c e s  which hecame v i s i b l e  111 con- 

t e n t l o u s  g a t h e r i n g s ;  f i n a l l y ,  t o  examlne how t h e  r e p e r L o i r e  o f  a v n l l n b l c  

means o f  a c t i o n  was c h a n g i n g ,  and why. 

Hhen Benjamin F r n n k l i n  witnessed t h e  Wi lk iLc  e l e c t o r a l  c c l e b r a t l o n  

o f  1 7 6 8 ,  h e  had been i n  London, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t l i c  L n t c r c s t s  o f  s e v c r n l  

American c o l o n i e s ,  f o r  o v e r  a  y c a r .  CLsnL London had t h e  w l ~ e r c w i t h n l  

t o  i m p r e s s  even  s o  sophisticated a  p r o v i n c i a l  a s  F r a n k l i n .  'I'llc mctro- 

p o l i s  was a  s p r a w l i n g  ngglomernt  Ion c e n t e r e d  on t l i e  twln  c i  t l e s  o f  I,ondon 

and WestminsLcr.  At t h r e e  q u n r t c r s  o f  a  nrl l l iocl  p c o p l c ,  j i r c n t c r  I,ondon 



was t h e n  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  I t  s e r v e d  a s  B r i t a i n ' s  

c a p i t a l ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r  and commerc ia l  m e t r o p o l i s .  It commanded 

a  t h r i v i n g ,  i f  t u r b u l e n t ,  empi re .  It was t h e  h u r r i c a n e ' s  e y e  o f  e i g h -  

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The  m e t r o p o l i s  o f  t h e  t i m e  was d i v i d -  

i n g  i t s e l f  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t o  a  commerc ia l  c e n t e r ,  based  on t h e  ol.d C i t y  

o f  1,ondon: a  r i c h ,  f a s h i o n a b l e  West embrac ing  p a r k s ,  s q u a r e s ,  a v e n u e s  

and  p a l a c e s :  a  crowded i n d u s t r i a l  E a s t ,  e s p e c i a l J y  rundown and d e n s e  

' n e a r  t h e  busy  d o c k s  o f  t h e  Thames. 

The window-breaking c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  W i l k i t e s  had e x t e n d e d  from 

t.he C i t y  o v e r  t o  t h e  f i n e  h o u s e s  and  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r .  

F r a n k l i n  h i m s e l f  l i v e d  i n  Craven  S t r e e t ,  o f f  t h e  S t r a n d .  Tha t  p u t  him 

by t h e  r i v e r ,  o n l y  a  s t o n e ' s  th row from C h a r i n g  C r o s s ,  n o t  f a r  from 

W h l t e h n l l  -- between P a r l i a m e n t  and S t .  J a m e s ' ,  on  t h e  o n e  s i d e ,  and t h e  

commerc ia l  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y ,  on  t h e  o t h c r .  I t  a l s o  p l a c e d  him j u s t  

o f f  t h e  p r i m a r y  p a t h  o f  f r e q u e n t  p r o c e s s i o n s  and marches .  They commonly 

o r i g i n a t e d  a t  Mansion House o r  some o t h c r  s y m b o l i c a l l y - c l ~ a r g e d  I o c a t l o n  

i n  t h e  C i t y ,  and t h e n  p r o c e e d e d ,  s o b e r l y  o r  t t ~ m u l t u o u s l y ,  down t h e  S t r a n d  

toward P a r l i a m e n t  o r  S t .  James ' .  C h a r i n g  C r o s s  was,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c h o i c e -  

p o i n t :  s o u t h  toward  P a r l i a m e n t  o r  w e s t  toward  t h e  r o y a l  p a l a c e .  The 

W i l k i t e s  o f  1768  b r o k e  windows a t  t h e  Duke o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ' s ,  i n  Char-  

i n g  C r o s s ,  a  few s t e p s  away from F r a n k l i n ' s  house :  t h e y  may w e l l  have  

r u s h e d  down F r a n k l i n ' s  s t r e e t  a s  w e l l .  F r a n k l i n ' s  d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e  London 

crowd was n o t  a  momentary a b e r r a t i o n .  I n  May, 1 7 6 8  F r a n k l i n  w r o t e  t o  

Joseph  Gnlloway t h a t :  

While I am w r i t i n g ,  a  g r e a t  mob o f  c o a l  p o r t e r s  f i l l  t h e  

s t r e e t ,  c a r r y i n g  a  w r e t c h  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  upon p o l e s  t o  

b e  ducked ,  and  o t h e r w i s e  punished  a t  t h c i r  p l e a s u r e  f o r  

work ing  a t  t h e  o l d  wages.  All. r e s p e c t  t o  law and govern- 

ment seems t o  b e  l o s t  among t h e  common p e o p l e ,  wl~o  a r e  

moreover c o n t i n u a l l y  cnf lamcd by s c d t  L i o r ~ s  s c r l b h l e r s  t o  

t r a m p l e  on  a u t l ~ o r i t y  and  e v e r y  L h i t ~ g  t l ~ n t  used  LO keep  

them i n  o r d e r  ( F r a n k l i n  1972: v o l .  15 .  127) .  

T h a t  same day  ( t h e  1 4 t h  o f  May) h e  w r o t e  t o  .lohn Ross Lh:lL: 

Even t h i s  C a p i t a l ,  t h e  Res idence  OF Lhe Klng,  Is now n  

d a i l y  Scene  o f  l a w l e s s  R i o t  and C o n f u s i o n .  Elohs a r c  

p a t r o l l i n g  t h e  S t r c e t s  a t  Noon Day, some Knocklng : ~ l  l  

down t h a t  w i l l  n o t  r o a r  f o r  Wl lkcs  rind I . lhcr ty :  Ct)urLs 

of J u s t i c e  a f r a i d  t o  g i v e  Judgment a g a i n s t  him: 

C o a l h e a v e r s  and P o r t e r s  p u l l  l n g  down t l l c  I louscs o f  CO:II 

M e r c h ; ~ n t s  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  g l v c  Lhem more Wnges: Sawyers 

d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  new Sawmil l s ;  S a i l o r s  u n r i g g l n g  a l l  t l l c  

outward-bound S h l p s ,  and  s u f f e r i n g  nr111c t o  s a i l  t i l l  

Merchants  a g r e e  t o  r n i n c  the1  r  Pay: Wi~Lcrmcn d c s t r n y  l n g  

p r i v a t e  B o a t s  and t h r e a t e n i n g  Rr ldges :  Weavers e n l e r i ~ ~ g  

l l o ~ ~ s e s  by F o r c e ,  and d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  Work I n  t h e  1.11omn: 

S o l d i e r s  f i r i n g  among t h e  Elohs and k l l l  t n g  Men, W~)mcn 

and C h i l d r e n .  which seems o n l y  t o  l ~ a v c  prodr~c 'c l  a  

u n i v e r s a l  S u l l e n n e s s ,  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  p,rc:lt b l a c k  

Clorrd coming o n ,  ready  t o  h u r s t  i n  n  g e n e r a l  Tcmpcst 

( F r a n k l i n  1972: v o l .  15 .  129) 

Thus t h e  mobs o f  I.ondon, i n  F r n n k l l t ~ ' ~  c s t l m n t t o n .  ponccl a  a e r l o u s  t h r e a t  

t o  good government.  A l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I ~ a d ,  i n d e e d .  I~nppencd  r c c c n L l y  i n  

London and v i c i n i t y .  On t h e  22d o f  A p r t l ,  n  l a r g e  body of c o a l  I ~ c a v c r s ,  

according Lo Gent lenmn 's  Magazlnc: 

. . . assembled  i n  a  r i o t o ~ ~ s  mnnncr In  Wnpping, wenL on  

board t l l c  c o l l  i e r s .  nncl nh l  lfrcd Ll~e  men wl~o were  :IL work 

t o  l e a v e  o l f :  s o  t h a t  tl1r h ~ t s l n c s s  I I T  c l c l l v c r l t r g  s h l p n ,  In 



t11e r i v e r .  I s  w l ~ o l l y  a t  a  s t a n d .  . . T h i s  r i o t  was 

a t t e n d e d  w i t h  much b lood  s l led ,  t h e  r i o t e r s  h a v i n g  

met w l t h  o p p u s l t i o n  Cought d e s p e r a t e l y ,  and s e v e r a l  

l l v e s  were  Lost  (GM 1768: 197) .  

A week l a t e r  t h e i r  Leaders  met w i t h  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  and made a  p r o v i s i o n -  

a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o r  t h e  d i s p u t e .  On t h e  7 th-of  May, "The s a i l o r s  assembled  

i n  a  body i n  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  f i e l d s ,  and went t o  S t .  J a m e s ' s ,  wit11 c o l o u r s  

f l y l n g ,  drums b e a t i n g ,  and f i f e s  p l a y i n g ,  and  p r e s e n t e d  a  p c t i  t i o n  t o  

Itis m a J e s t y ,  s e t t i n g  Cor th  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s ,  and p r a y i n g  r e l l e f "  (GM 1768: 

2 6 2 ) .  On t h e  9 t h .  

A numerous body o f  watermen assembled  b e f o r e  t h e  mansion 

I ~ o u s c .  and  l a i d  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t  b e f o r e  t h e  l o r d  mayor,  

who a d v i s e d  tllem, t o  a p p o i n t  p r o p e r  p e r s o n s  t o  draw up 

- a  p e t i t i o n  t o  p a r l i a m e n t ,  w h i c l ~  h l s  l o r d s h i p  promised  

them 11e would p r e s e n t ;  upon which t h e y  g a v e  him t h r e e  

l luzzns and wcnt q u i e t l y  home. The same n l g l i t  a  l a r g e  

mob oC r lno ther  k l n d  assembled  b e f o r e  t h e  mans lon- l~ousc ,  

c a r r y i n g  a  g a l l o w s  wit11 a  b o o t  h a n g i n g  t o  i t ,  and e 

r e d  c a p ;  b u t  on  somc o f  t l i e  r i n g l e a d e r s  b e i n g  s e c u r e d  

by t h e  p e a c e - o f f i c e r s ,  t l ie  r e s t  d i s p e r s e d  (GM 1768: 242) .  

Tha t  b o o t  on  a  g a l l o w s ,  we s l ~ n l l  meet a g a i n .  On t h e  following d a y ,  

"A Large body U C  sawyers  assembled  and  p u l l e d  down t h e  saw-mi l l  L a t e l y  

e r e c t e d  by Mr. Dingley  a t  Lymcllouse, o n  p r e t e n c e  t h a t  i t  d e p r i v e d  many 

workmen o f  employment" (GM 1768: 242) .  and: 

The c o a l - h e a v e r s  assembled  a g a i n  . . . t h i s  day  and 

rendezvoused  i n  S L c l ~ n c y - f i e l d s ,  wliere t h e i r  nunlhcrs 

c o n s t d c r a b l y  i o c r e a s e d ,  and t h e n  t h e y  r e p a i r e d  wit11 

a f l a g  f l y i n g ,  drums b e a t i n g ,  and two v i o l l n s  p l a y i n g  

b e f o r e  ellem t o  P a l a c e - y a r d .  wlicre tllcy were  met by S l r  

John  F i e l d i n g ,  wllo p e c s ~ l a d c d  Lhem t o  parL wit11 t l l c l r  

f l a g ,  t o  s i l e n c e  t h e i r  drllms, and  t o  d i s c l l a r g c  L l ~ c i r  

f i d l e r s ;  and  t h c n  t a l  k i n g  wl tll t h c l r  l e a d e r s ,  11rcva1 l e d  

upon tllem t o  meet somc o f  t h e i r  masLers a t  I i i s  o f f i c e  

i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  and nccommodnte t h e 1  r  cll f  f e r c ~ i c c s  

(GM 1768: 242-263). 

'Pliat same d a y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t l ic  magar ine :  

The mob which h a s  c o n s t a n t l y  sur ro l lnded  t h e  K t n g ' ~  

Bench p r i s o n  I n  S t .  G c o r g c ' s - f i e l d s ,  e v e r  s i n c e  Lllc 

impr isonment  o f  Mr. WLlkes. grew o u t r a g e o u s ;  t l i c  r l o t  

a c t  was r e a d ,  and  Llle s o l d i e r s  o r d e r e d  t o  F i r e .  

S e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  who were  p a s s i n g  a l o n g  t h e  road  a t  

a  d i s t a n c e  were  u n f o r t r ~ n n t c l y  k i l l e d ;  and o n c  yo11t11 

a b o u t  1 7 ,  s o n  t o  a  s t a b l e - k e e p e r  111 t h e  Horougl~.  

was s l n g l e d  o u t ,  f o l l o w e d ,  and s h o t  dead .  i n  a n  

o u t h o u s e  wliere he liad f l e d  f o r  s l l c l  t c r  (GEl 1768: 2 4 2 ) .  

I n  t h e  W i l k i t e  l e g e n d ,  t h i s  e v e n t  came t o  b e  known a s  t l l c  M ~ S R ~ C ~ C  nf  

S t .  G e o r g e ' s  F i e l d s .  Only a  few clays, and a  fcw c l o t s .  I n t e r .  Bc~ij:~mln 

F r a n k l i n  w r o t e  h i s  gloomy d i a g n o s i s  o f  t l lc  c a p i t a l ' s  conc1iLLo11: e n f e e b l e d  

by s e d i t i o n ,  3nd i n f e c t e d  w i t h  Wilklsm. 

The W i l k i t e  f e v e r  was. I n  f a c t ,  s ~ i l l  r a g i n g .  At t l i e  ctid o f  A p r i l .  

Wl lkes  had gone  t o  j a i l ,  had been  r e l e a s e d  t c n ~ p o r a r l l y ,  o n l y  Lo be  

s e n t e n c e d  t o  22 m o n ~ l l s  i n  p r i s o n .  1)urlng t h e  J r l d i c a l  m a ~ ~ c u v e r l n g ,  Ills 

s u p p o r t e r s  had ~ h r o n g e d  t h e  s L r ~ c L s ,  b rokcn  w i ~ ~ d o w s ,  and a t ~ c ~ ~ c l c ~ l  111s 

e v e r y  move. 

EVCII p r a g m a t i c  Amer icans ,  F r a n k l i n  r c g r c t ~ c d  Lo o1)scrvc.  sllowcd a  

c r l l p a b l e  sympathy f o r  t h e  mob. As I I ~  w r o t e  Wl l  l  ialn F r r ~ ~ ~ k l l n  I I I  OcLobcr 1768. 



Wilkcs  i s  e x t i n g u i s h e d .  I om s o r r y  t o  s e e  i n  t l i e  

American p a p e r s  t h a t  some P e o p l e  t h e r e  a r e  s o  i o -  

d i s c r e e t  a s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a p p l a u d i n g  

111s No. 45 ,  wliich 1 suppose  t h e y  d o  n o t  know was a  

Paper  i n  wl~ic l i  t h e i r  King was p e r s o n a l l y  a f f r o n t e d ,  

whom I am s u r e  t h e y  l o v e  and  honour.  I t  l ~ u r t s  you 

h i r e  wl t l i  s o b e r  s e n s i b l e  Men, when t h e y  s e e  you s o  

e a s i l y  i n f e c t e d  wit11 t l i e  Madness o f  E n g l i s h  Mobs 

( F r a n k l i n  1972:  v o l .  25,  2 2 4 ) .  

Wi lkcs  was n o t  s o  e x t i n g u i s h e d  a s  a l l  t h a t .  When F r a n k l i n  w r o t e  t o  h i s  

s o n ,  Wi lkes  was c o m f o r t a b l y  e n s c o ~ i c e d  i n  t h e  K i n g ' s  Bench P r i s o n ,  k e e p i n g  

good company and b i d i n g  111s t i m e .  I n  1769 ,  w h i l e  st111 i n  p r i s o n ,  IIC 

was t o  win e l e c t i o n  a s  a  London a l d e r m a n ,  f i n d  h i m s e l f  e x p e l l e d  from 

P a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e n  win f o u r  more e l e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  Middlesex  s e a t ,  o n l y  t o  

be disqualified eacll  t i m e .  On a l l  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s ,  and  more, London 

crowds would c e l e b r a t e  o r  a c t  o u t  t h e i r  d i s a p p r o v a l  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  

Wi lkes  was y e t  t o  become S h e r i f f  i n  1771, t o  be  named Lord Mayor i n  1774 ,  

and f i n a l l y  t o  r e - e n t e r  P a r l i a m e n t  t h a t  same y e a r .  From t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment p o s i t i o n s ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  bombard t h e  King and  t h e  Commons w i t h  

p r o t e s t s  and demands. Ile became, i n d e e d ,  a  major  B r i t i s h  d e f e n d e r  o f  

American r i g h t s .  Across  t l i e  A t l a n t i c ,  t h e  Americans t r e a t e d  Wi lkes  a s  

a n  a l l y ,  a  I le ro ,  and a  symbol o f  l i b e r t y .  On b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t l i e  o c e a n ,  

"Wilkes and L i b e r t y "  became t l i e  r a l l y i n g - c r y  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r o y a l  p o l i c y .  

On t h e  f i r s t  o f  O c t o b e r  1768 ,  f o r  example ,  an e l e c t o r a l  assembly  

o f  "Mecl~anlcks  and o t h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s "  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  

C a r o l i n a .  A f t e r  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  nominees € o r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e g i s l a ~ u r e ,  

t l ~ c  e l e c t o r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  a  l i v e  o a k  i n  a  n e a r b y  p a s t u r e ,  dubbed i t  t h e i r  

1 , lher ty  T r e e ,  a n d d r a n k m a n y  a  p a t r i o t i c  t o a s t .  

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  t r e e  was d e c o r a t e d  wttl i  45  I l g l ~ t s ,  

and 45  s k y - r o c k e t s  were  f i r e d .  About 8  o ' c l o c k .  t l ~ c  

whole company, p receded  by 45  o f  t h e i r  number, c t ~ r r y l n g  

a s  many l i g h t s ,  marched i n  r c g t ~ l a r  p r o c e s s i o n  LO town. 

down King S t r e e t  and  Broad S t r e e t ,  t o  Mr. RobcrL I ) l l l o n ' n  

t a v e r n ;  where  t h e  45 l l g l ~ t s  b e i n g  p l a c e d  upon tile t a b l e .  

w i t h  45  bowls o f  punch,  45  b o t t l e s  o f  wlnc ,  a ~ ~ d  92 

g l a s s e s  [ t h a t  was f o r  t l i e  92 A n t i - R e s c i ~ i d e r s  o f  Elassn- 

c h u s e t t s  Bay], t h e y  s p e n t  a few l iours  i n  a  new round 

o f  t o a s t s ,  among whic11, s c a r c e  n c e l e b r a t e d  P a t r i o t  o f  

B r i t a i n  o r  America was o m l t t e d ;  and p r e s e r v i n g  t l i e  same 

good o r d e r  and r e g u l a r i t y  a s  llnd been o b s e r v e d  t11ro11gl1- 

o u t  t h e  d a y ,  a t  1 0  t h e y  r c L i r e d  (South  C a r o l i n a  G a z e t t e ,  

3 O c t o b e r ,  1 7 6 8 ) .  

By t h a t  t ime  t l i e  e q u a t i o n  had g r e a t l y  s i m p l L f l e d :  45  = Wilkes  = L l h c r t y  

t h e  c o l o n i a l  c a u s e .  Ben F r a n k l i n  was r i g h t  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  Americans were  

a p p l a u d i n g  Wilkes '  No. 45 ,  b u t  wrong L O  t h i n k  t h e y  were  llnawarc o f  i t s  

s t r o n g ,  s u b v e r s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  message.  

Wi lkcs '  d r a m a t i c  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  nf  L i b e r t y  Ilas 

r e c e n t l y  l e d  R i c h a r d  S e n n c t t  t o  srrt I n  Wllklsm t h e  s t l r r l n g s  oE p r i v : ~ t l s m ,  

t h e  b e g i n n l n g  o f  t l ie  end o f  P u b l i c  Man. "From t h i s  Idea  of  S n d l v l d u n l  

p e r s o n a l i L y  a s  a  s o c i a l  p r i n c i p l e , "  w r i t e s  S e n n e t t ,  "come u l t i ~ n n L c l y  t h e  

modern i m p r ~ l s e  t o  f i n d  p o l i t i c a l  m e a s u r e s  w o r t l ~ w l ~ i l c  o n l y  Lo Lhe c x t c n L  

t h a t  t h e i r  champions a r e  ' c r e d i b l e , '  ' b e l i c v a h l c , '  ' d e c e n t '  p e r s o n s "  

( S e n n e t t  1977:  1 0 5 ) .  Now, i t  seems L O  me t h a t ,  I n  111s g e n e r a l  nrgumellt 

and i n  t l ie  s p e c i f i c  c a s e  o f  Wi lkes .  S e n n e t t  h a s  j o i n e d  t l i c  c l g l ~ t c e n t l ~ -  

c e n t u r y  n u t l i o r i t i e s  by n ~ i s t a k i n g  :I c l ~ : ~ l l e n g e  L O  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  of n n t l o n a l  

p o l i t i c s  f o r  a  t h r e a t  t o  principled p u b l i c  p o l i t i c s  In  g e n e r a l .  I am 





. . .. a p p e a r e d  under  Arms, and went t h r o u g h  t h e i r  Exer-  

c i s e ,  F l r i n g  hc . .  I n  t h e  Evening t h e  Town was handsomely 

i l l u m i n a t e d ,  and t h e  Day c l o s e d  wit11 L o y a l t y  and M i r t h ,  

e c h o i n g  w i t h  l o y a l  T o a s t s  t o  h i s  M a j e s t y  King George 

t l i e  T h i r d  . . . t h e  g r e a t  P a t r i o t ,  Mr. P i t t ,  . . . and 

o u r  o t h e r  wor thy  f r i e n d s  I n  England (SCG 6  May 1966:  

2 ;  o m i s s i o n  s i g n s  i n  o r i g i n a l ) .  

Tliese were  t h e  r i t u a l s  o f  p u b l i c  c e l e b r a t i o n :  I l l u m i n a t i o n s ,  t o a s t s ,  

marches ,  d i s p l a y s  o f  c o l o r s .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t l i e  same d i s p l a y s ,  f o r  example .  

a p p e a r e d  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  on  t h e  K i n g ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  a t  l e a s t  when t h e  King 

was i n  good o d o r  t h e r e .  C h a r l e s t o n i a n s  used  t h e  same s o r t s  o f  symbols ,  

a c t i o n s  and o c c a s i o n s  f o r  c e l e b r a t i o n  and e x e c r a t i o n ,  f o r  s u p p o r t  and  

o p p o s i t i o n .  They were ,  i n  s l i o r t ,  a  g e n e r a l  s e t  o f  means f o r  s t a t i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

Here we t o u c h  on  some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e i g l i t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o p u l a r  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  which a r c  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  f o l l o w  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  which 

1 c a n  o n l y  ment ion  h e r e  i n  p a s s l n g .  P o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  employed 

a  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  words ,  symbols and g e s t u r e s  which was r i c h ,  v a r i e d ,  ex- 

p r e s s i v e  and p u r p o s e f u l ,  y e t  b r o a d e r  t h a n  any  p a r t i c u l . a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  

l t  was a  v o c a b u l a r y  h e l d  i n  common, a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  oE needs .  

P e o p l e  drew on  much t h e  same v o c a b u l a r y ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  changes  o f  

emphasis, t o  e x p r e s s  f a v o r  and d i s f a v o r .  O f t e n  a  n e g a t i v e  per formance  

l ~ a d  a  posi . t i .ve t w i n ,  and v i c e  v e r s a ;  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  

cacoplionous mocking ceremonies  v a r i o u s l y  c a l l e d  Rough Music,  Skimmington 

and S h i v a r e e .  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  p e o p l e  commonly had a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  a  

p a r a l l e l  a p p r o v i n g  ceremony i n  t l ic  form o f  t l ie  s e r e n a d c .  The moral r e -  

p r o b a t e  r e c e i v e d  Rough Muslc,  w h i l e  t l i e  m o r a l  h e r o  ( i n c l ~ ~ d i n g ,  somct imes ,  

t h e  r e p r o b a t e  who had made amends) r e c e i v e d  a  s e r e n a d e .  

T h e r e  was,  moreover ,  a  good d e a l  o f  conL11111ity between t h e  d l s p l a y s  

o f  s e n t i m e n t  which were  a u t h o r i z e d ,  o r  even  promnted,  by t l i e  a ~ ~ t l ~ u r l t i e s ,  

and t h o s e  wliich o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  u n d e r t o o k  dcsl)I  t e ,  o r  evcri i n  o p p o s i t  Ion 

t o ,  t h e  a u t l i o r i t i e s .  T h a t  c o n t i n u i t y  was n o t  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  v o c a b u l a r y ,  

b u t  a l s o  o f  b a s i c  form and c o n t e n t .  The most d i r e c t  c o n t l n u i t y  l a y  111 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a u t h o r i z e d  p u b l i c  g o t l i e r i n g s  sucli  :IS s c l ~ c d t ~ l e c l  m a r k e t s ,  

l i o l i d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and  h a n g i n g s  s o  r e g u l a r 1  y  p r o v l d c d  t l i c  occ :~s  l o n s  on 

wl~ic l i  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  gave  c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  Lo t h e i r  g r l c v a n c e s ,  l iopcs 

and demands. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  c o n t i n r ~ l t y ,  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  

o f t e n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c rowd 's  per formance  o f  a r o r ~ t i n c  whlcli was n o r m a l l y  

t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n d e e d  wlllcli o r d  l n a r y  p c o p l e  t h o u g h t  

t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  had i m p r o p e r l y  f a l l e d  Lo per form.  T h a t  wan 

t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  food r i o t ,  i n  which t l i e  p i v o t a l  a c t l o n s  were  

t l i e  f o r c e d  i n v e n t o r y  o f  g r a i n  i n  p r i v a t e  l i o ~ ~ d s ,  t h e  s c l z c l r e  o f  e x c e n s  

g r a i n  f o r  p lacement  i n  a  p u b l i c  s t o r e ,  t l i e  b l o c k a g e  o f  g r a i n  sclicclr~led 

t o  be  s h i p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  LLy, and  t h e  f o r c e d  s a l e  o f  food Lo t l i e  

l o c a l  poor  a t  a  p r i c e  below t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  marke l  -- a l l  of  them meastlrcs 

wliich t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  commonly t o o k  i n  t l m c s  o f  I ~ l g l i  p r l c e s  

and s l i o r t  s u p p l y .  But i t  was a l s o  t h e  e s s c n c e  o f  a  nllmber o f  a c t t o n s  

which t h e  American c o l o n i s t s  took  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  n t r ~ ~ g g l e s  Lendlng 

up t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n :  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  p e o p l e ' s  c o u r t s  f o r  LI IC  r o y a l  

e q u i v a l e n t ,  t h e  t e a r i n g  down o f  s tamp distributors' p r c m l s e s ,  t l i c  c e r c -  

m o n i o i ~ s  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t e a .  Hanging and b u r n i n g  I n  e f f i g y  f c l  l  11iLo 

t h e  same c a t e g o r y ,  f o r  t h e y  were l e g a l  punisl imcnts comsnnly v l s l t c d  upon 

m i s c r e a n t s  who were  c o n v i c t e d  i n  a b s e n t l a .  

The f i n a l  c o n t i n u i t y  c a s t s  a  new Llght  o ~ i  t h e  c o n t l n ~ ~ l t l e s  1 linvc 

a l r e a d y  ment ioned .  It L i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  Lhnt s o  m~rcll p o p u l , ~ r  c o L l e c L i v c  

a c t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  i L s e L f  d i r e c t l y  t o  t l i c  l o c a l  a u t l ~ o r l t l e s ,  ancl 111 a  s t y l e  



ellat  o n e  might  c a l l  a g g r e s s i v e  s u p p l i c a t i o n .  A g g r e s s i v e ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  

p o s L u J a n t s  c l e a r l y  conveyed t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t a k e  t h e  law l n t o  t h e i r  own 

11:lnds. NoneLlieless s u p p l i c a t i o n ,  i n  t l m t  t h e  p e o p l c  i n v o l v e d  a r e  pre-  

p a r e d  t o  c c a s c  and d i s b a n d  i f  o n l y  t11e a u t h o r i t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  p l a y  

t h e  p r o p e r  p a t r o n .  We saw a  b i t  o f  a  s t a n d a r d  s e q u e n c e  i n  t h e  May 1768 

c o ~ ~ f r o n t a t l o n  o f  t h e  c o a l - h e a v e r s  w i t h  S i r  John  F i e l d i n g ,  who "persuaded  

Ll~em t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  E l a g ,  t o  s i l e n c e  t h e i r  drums, and t o  d i s c h a r g e  

t l ~ e i r  f i d l e r s "  o n  h i s  p r o p o s a l  t o  a r r a n g e  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  c o a l - m a s t e r s .  

What l i e s  behind  t h i s  s e q u e n c e  is  a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  r e l i a n c e  on  e l i t e  

p a t r o n a g e  t o  p u r s u e  a n  i n t e r e s t .  The d i s t a n c e  between a  p o l i t i c s  o f  

d e f e r e n c e  and  a  p o l i t i c s  o f  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  was much l e s s  t h a n  o u r  t w e n t i e t h -  

c e n t u r y  e x p e r i e n c e  would l e a d  u s  t o  e x p e c t .  The d e f e r e n c e  was c o n t i n g e n t  

on  t h e  p r o p e r  performance o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and t i l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  was n o t  

f a r  away: i t  was d l r e c t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t ,  o r  i n s t e a d  oE, t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Mutiny,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r e b e l l i o n  o f  p a t r o n - c l i e n t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  was 

a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  form o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r e v o l t .  

A l l  t h e s e  forms  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and o f  r e b e l l i o n  r e s t e d  on  a  

s e r i e s  o f  c r u c i a l  a s s u m p t i o n s :  t h a t  o r d l n n r y  p e o p l e  grouped  i n t o  more 

o r  l e a s  c o r p o r a t e  b o d i e s  -- communi t ies ,  g i l d s ,  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p i n g s  and 

t h e  l i k e  -- which e x e r c i s e d  c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t s ;  t h a t  t h e  law p r o t e c t e d  

t h o s e  r i g h t s ;  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  had a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e s p e c t  and 

e n f o r c e  t h e  law;  t h a t  t h e  c h o s e n  spokesmen o f  a  c o r p o r a t e  body had t h e  

r l g h t  and o b l i g a t i o n  t o  make p u b l i c  s t a t e m c n t s  o f  t h e i r  grievances and 

dcmands. Dur ing  t h e  e i g h t e c n t l ~  c e n t u r y ,  a s  C.B. Macpherson h a s  l o n g  

I n s i s t e d ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t l ~ e o r y  and p r a c t l c e  o f  capitalist p r o p e r t y  

r c l a L i o n s  -- o f  possessive i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  i n  Macphcrson ' s  p h r a s e  -- was 

undermlnlng  Lhe p r e m i s e s  o f  s u c h  a  c o r p o r a t e  s y s t e m ;  t h e  r a p l d l y  growing 

number o f  l a n d l e s s  w a g e - l a b o r e r s .  f o r  example ,  caused  i n c r c n s i n g  damage 

t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e y  were  

e s s e n t i a l l y  s e r v a n t s ,  d e p e n d e n t s  o f  Farms o r  s h o p s  whose m a s t e r s  r e p r c -  

s c n t e d  them, and whose c o l l e c t l v c  i n t e r e s t  was t h e i r  own. The demand 

f o r  p o p u l a r  s o v e r e i g n t y  t h r e a t e n e d  n  fundnmenta l  a1 t c r : ~  t Ion of t h e  

sys tem.  But 111 t h e  meantime t l i c  a v : ~ l l a b l e  forms  o f  c o l l e c ~ l v c  c ~ c L l o l ~  

assumed t h e  s y s t e m ' s  e x l s t e n c c .  

Most o f  t h e s e  o b s e r v o t l o n s  a p p l y  t o  eighLccnLh-ccnLury Anglo-American 

s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and n o t  o n l y  t o  thnL o f  Anglo-Amcricnn c i t i e s .  

What was s p e c i a l  a b o u t  t h e  c i t i e s ?  Because o f  i ts  r e l n t t v e l y  g r e a t  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  by t r a d e ,  n e i g h b o r l ~ o o d ,  c r e e d  and  p l : ~ c c  o f  o r l g l n ,  Lhc 

e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c i t y  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  a  p o p u l a r  c111tnre  

s o l i d l y  premised  on t h e  r i g h t s  and v i g o r  o f  c o r p o r a t e  communl t ics .  Yet 

a t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  s e r v e d  a s  t l ~ c  spawningground f o r  p r l n c l p l c s  mid 

p r a c t i c e s  which would come t o  domlnnte  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o r d l n n r y  p c o l ~ l c  

d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T l ~ l s  d u a l  c h a r a c L c r  n p p l l e d  o v e r  n  wide  

g e o g r a p h i c  r a n g e  -- n o t  j u s t  1.ondon o r  C l i a r l e s t o ~ ~ ,  buL a l s o  M I  1n11, Hadr ld .  

and a g r e a t  many o t h e r  w e s t e r n  c i t i e s  a s  w e l l .  I t  a l s o  n p p l l c d  o v c r  a  

wide r a n g e  oE day-to-day e x p e r i e n c e :  m a r k e t i n g  p r a c L l c c s .  i n d u s L r l ; ~ l  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  p o p u l a r  e n t e r t a l n m e n t ,  and rn~~cli  morc t h a n  t11aL. 

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  had s e v e r a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h c  f l r s t  s l d c  oC 

t h i s  d u a l i s m .  Seen  under  a  good I ~ i s t o r i c a l  I c n s ,  Ben Franklin's "mob" 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  i n t o  s p e c i f l c  i ~ ~ t c r e s t s .  I n  t h e  !.ondon o f  L l ~ c  1760s.  

t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  a p p e a r  I n  t h e  form oE t r a d e s :  s n l l o r s ,  c o a l - l ~ c a v c r s .  

and s o  on .  I now have  t o  q n n l i f y  someth ing  I s a i d  e a r l  l e v :  C a r e f u l  

e i g h t e e ~ ~ t h - c e n t t ~ r y  o b s c r v e r s  g e n c r a l l y  made a  d t s t l n c L i o n  bctwccn a  mob 

and a  crowd r e p r e s c n t i n g  some s u c l ~  r e c o g n i z n b l c  l n ~ e r c s i .  A  mol~,  by and 

l a r g e ,  was a  d a ~ ~ g e r o u s  crowd wl1ic11 c o u l d  110t e n s 1  l y  b c  I c l c ~ ~ L l  f l c ~ l  wlL11 

a n  c s t a b l i s l ~ e d  p o p u l a r  L n t e r e s t  s u c l ~  a s  a  t r a d e ,  L L  was L l ~ c  murc danp.erous 

f o r  t h a t  f a c t .  Wl~cn t h e  i n t c r c s l  was r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  t l ~ c  o b s e r v e r  commo~~ly  



s n i d  someth ing  l i k e  " t h e  c o a l - h e a v e r s , "  "a numerous body o f  watermen" 

o r  "n c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s . "  The c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n  was 

wl11ch i n t e r e s t s  llad t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o i c e  demn~ids and  c o m p l a i n t s  w i t h i n  

t h e  c i t y .  

We l ~ a v e  a l s o  s e e n  i n n o v a t i o n  a t  work i n  t h e  W i l k i t e  movenlent and 

i n  t h e  Amcrlcan c o n f l i c t s  wl11cl1 began w i t h  t h e  Stamp Act c r i s i s .  They 

were  two i m p o r t a n t  e lemel i t s  i n  a  much l o n g e r  and  b r o a d e r  s e t  o f  c h a n g e s .  

Via s u c l ~  organizations a s  t h e  Sons  o f  L i b e r t y  and  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  S u p p o r t e r s  

o f  t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  t h e y  expanded t h e  r o l e  i n  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  n c t i o n  

o f  v o l u n t n r y  s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  b u i l t  o u t s i d e  o f  e x i s t i n g  
i 

c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  I n  a  p r o c e s s  t o o  complex t o  t r a c e  h e r e ,  t h e  u r b a n  

o c t i v t s t s  o f  t h e  l a t e r  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  were  h e l p i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e t  

o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms and p e r f o r m a n c e s  which would become t h e  s t a n d a r d  

c o l l e c t i v e - a c t i o n  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y :  t h e  emergence 

o f  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  deve lopment  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  campaign,  t h e  

s p r e a d  o f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  movement a l l  depend t o  

a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e g r e e  on  s t r u g g l e s  and  c h a n g e s  w l ~ i c h  were  a l r e a d y  v i s i b l e  

CII major  w e s t e r n  c i t i e s  toward t h e  end o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .  

Having looked  o n l y  a t  London and  C h a r l e s t o n .  o n e  might  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  

were  u n i q u e l y  Anglo-American deve lopments .  The Anglo-American e x p e r i e n c e  

wns s p e c i a l  i n  some r e g a r d s .  The Common Law t r a d i t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have  - 
made t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s i n g l e  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  o r g a n i z a -  

t l o n a l  form o r  a c t i o n  p e c u l i a r l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  

c o u l d  c l a i m  t h a t  p r e c e d e n t .  The a b i l i t y  t o  c l ~ o o s c  between a p p e a l i n g  t o  

P a r l i a m e n t  o r  t o  t h e  King g a v e  a n  o r g a n i z e d  i n t e r e s t  room f o r  maneuver 

which was n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  s a y ,  t o  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  B e r l i n  o f  t h e  

t lme .  T h e r e  a r e  l i n e s  o f  i m i t a t i o n ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  and even  c a u s a t i o n  

w h i c l ~  run  from t h e  B r i t i s h  f i n n n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  Seven Years  

War and i t s  a f t e r m a t h  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  co1if1Lcta o f  t h e  1760s  t o  t h e  

s t r u g g l e s  ( i n  B r l t a l n  and Amerlca a l l k e )  a round t h e  Amcrlcnn R e v o l u t i o n ,  

and t h e n c e  t o  t h e  F r e n c l ~  Revolution o f  1789. N e v c r t l ~ e l e s s ,  LI IC  c l ~ o n g c s  

i n  p o p u l a r  c o l l c c t i v c  n c t i o n  we have  been t r a c i n g  t r n n s c c ~ ~ d c d  t h e  Anglo- 

American e x p e r i e n c e ,  and by no  means r e s u l t e d  11n1q11cly from I t .  UILI-  

m a t e l y ,  we w i l l  l ~ a v e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e i r  o r i g i n s  In  t l l c  c x p a n s l o n  o f  

c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  power I n  t l ic  ~ l n t l o n r ~ l  s t a t e .  Those  

p r o c e s s e s  loomed l a r g e  i n  t h e  B r i t J s l ~  and American e x p c r l c ~ i c c s ,  h u t  

t h e y  o c c u r r e d  w i d e l y  e l s e w h e r e  a s  w e l l .  

L e t  u s  abandon t h i s  perilously n b s t r a c t  d i s c ~ t s s i o n  by l111stl111g 

a c r o s s  t h e  Channel  and back  t o  c o l l c r e t c  c a s e s .  A  g l n n c c  o r  t w t ~  n t  

e i g l ~ t c e n t l l - c e n t ~ ~ r y  P a r i s  w i l l  p u t  t h e  Al~glo-Amerlcnn c x p c r i c n c e  i n t o  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  Our f a i t h f u l  y e a r  1768  would s e r v e  u s  f o r  I ' a r i s  a s  w e l l  

a s  f o r  C h a r l e s t o n  and London, b u t  we c a n  g n i n  some n d d l t i o n n l  p c r s p c c t l v e  

by moving forward  two d e c a d e s .  T h a t  p u t s  u s  i n  1788 ,  j u s t  s l l o r t  nf  L I I C  

s t a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n .  On F r i d a y ,  t h e  2 9 t h  oC A u g u s ~ .  1788, t h e  

b o o k s e l l e r  Hardy set down t h i s  a c c o u n t  i n  h i s  j o u r ~ i n l :  

Toward s e v e n  o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g l ~ t ,  t h e  Foot WaLcl~ and t h e  l lo rsc  

Watcll h a v i n g  been  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  a p p e a r  Ln t l ~ c  P a l a c e  

Q u a r t e r .  and t h e  rowdy y o u n g s t e r s ,  backed hy t h e  populncc .  

who had p lanned  t o  come d e c l a r e  n  s o r t  o f  open wnr on 

t h e  w a t c l ~  , were  emboldened by Lhe l r  a b s c n c c ;  t l i c  y o t l n g s t c r s  

begnn t o  g a t h e r  on  Pont Ncuf n ~ ~ d  a t  P l a c e  I l n u p l ~ l ~ l c .  111 t h e  

i n t e r i o r  o f  which p e o p l e  had t o  c l o s e  nl  l  t l ~ c  s l ~ o p s  rind 

i l l u m l o a t c  a l l  t h e  f a c a d c s  o f  a l  l  t h e  11o11ses a l o n g  wi t11 
f 

t l lose  o f  t h e  r u e  d r ~  I ln r lny .  Toward n i n e  o ' c l o c k  t l ~ c  

p o p u l n c c  o f  t h e  faubourg  S t .  A n t o i n c  nnd t h e  f i ~ ~ ~ l ~ o t ~ r g  

S t .  Elarcel came t o  s w e l l  t l ~ c  numbcr o f  L l ~ c  l o c a l  



s m a r t  a l e c k s .  The d i s o r d e r  grew and  grew: i n s t e a d  o f  

s t i c k i n g  t o  l i g l ~ t i n g  f i r e c r a c k e r s ,  which were  a l r e a d y  

bothersome enough t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e y  t h e n  l i t  a  

b i g  f i r e  i n  t h e  m l d d l e  o f  t h e  P l a c e  Dauphine.  They 

Eed t h e  f i r e  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  i n  t l ie  

v i c i n i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  s e n t i n e l ' s  watch-house from t h e  

Pont  Neuf n e a r  t h e  s t a t u e  o f  t h e  b r o n z e  h o r s e ,  and Lhe 

s t a n d s  oE o r a n g e  and lemon m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  same p l n c c ,  

which were  made o f  s i m p l e  p l a n k s ,  t h e  g r i l l s  o f  p o u l t r y  

m e r c h a n t s  from t h e  Quai. d e  l a  ~ s l l e ' e ,  a l l  a t  t h e  r i s k  

o f  b u r n i n g  t h e  n e a r b y  h o u s e s .  On t h a t  f i r c  t h e y  burned  

t h e  e f f i g y  o f  Monseigneur d e  Lamoignon, t h e  c u r r e n t  

French  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  (Garde d e s  S c e a u x ) ,  a f t e r  

h a v i n g  him do p u b l i c  penance  f o r  h i s  wrongdoing 

(Bib l io th&que  N a t i o n a l e ,  P a r i s :  Fonds F r a n f a i s  6687) .  

L a t e r ,  t l i e  crowd d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Pont  Neuf g u a r d h o ~ ~ s e ,  c h a s e d  away t h e  

Watch, t h c n  s e i z e d  and burned t h e i r  u n i f o r m s  and  a rms  b e f o r e  g o i n g  

o f f  t o  a t t a c k  g u a r d h o u s e s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  B e f o r e  t h e  n i g h t  had 

ended ,  a  l a r g e  crowd had c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  P a r i s  Guard i n  t h e  P l a c e  d e  

, Grave ,  and s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  p e o p l e  had d i e d  ( ~ u d g  1959: 3 2 ) .  

The g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  PJ.ace Dauphine h a s  some t h i n g s  i n  common w i t h  
I 

t h e  e v c n t s  we have  s u r v e y e d  i n  London and C h a r l e s t o n :  t h e  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  

t h e  b o n f i r e ,  t h e  b u r n i n g  e f f i g y  were  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  symboLs. Yet t h e  

crowd s p o k e  w i t h  a  n o t l c c a b l e  French  a c c e n t ,  s h o o t i n g  o f f  p e t a r d s  and 

u s i n g  t h e  n e a r b y  s t a t u e  o f  H e n r i  I V  a s  a  reminder  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  a n c i e n t  

l i b e r t i e s .  The P l a c e  Dauphine backed o n t o  t h e  r o y a l  c o l r r t s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  

and t l ~ c  n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  " y o u n g s t e r s "  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l aw c l e r k s  from n c a r b y  

o f f i c e s .  It i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  d e s p i t e  I la rdy ' s  a s s e r t i o n s ,  how many o f  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  a c t u a l l y  came from t h e  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  q u a r t e r s  of' S L .  

A n t o i n e  and S t .  Marce l .  I n  any  c a s e ,  crowds a t  t h e  P l a c e  Dnupl~lnc  

had f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  been  c h e e r i n g  t h e  r e c a l l  o f  t h e  p o p ~ ~ l : t r  I ' l n a ~ ~ c c  

M i n i s t e r  Necker and  a c t i n g  o u t  a  ccrcmonious  t r i a l  o l  I l l s  p r c d c c c s s o r ,  

t h e  Card ina l .  Lomenie d e  Br ienne .  Tlic e f f i g y  o f  Hr lennc  a p p e a r e d  i n  

g l o r i o u s  e p i s c o p a l  r o b e s .  

" A f t e r  h a v i n g  c a r r i e d  t h e  mnnt~cquin  t o  t h c  e r l i l es t r ln l l  SL;ILUC o f  

I l e n r i  TV," r e c o r d e d  Hardy, "and a l t e r  h a v i n g  ( ~ ~ s l ~ c d  him down on  111s 

k n e e s  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t u e ,  t h e y  c a r t e d  I ~ i m  a l l  a round  t l ~ c  s q u a r c ,  t h c n  

a f t e r  r e a d i n g  him h i s  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e ,  and  making him a s k  f u r g l v c n c s s  o f  

God, t h e  King,  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  and t h e  N a t i o n ,  t h c y  1  i f t c d  l ~ l m  JnLn t l i e  a i r  

a t  t h e  end o f  a  p o l e  s o  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  c o ~ ~ l d  s c c  him b e t t e r ,  nncl r i ~ i a i l y  

th rew him o n t o  a n  a l r e a d y - l i g h t e d  pyre"  (B.N. F r .  6687, 27 Augilst J7RR). 

The r i n g l e a d e r s  had a l s o  r e a d  a  mock d e c r e e  a g n i n s t  L:~molgnon. who was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  Eor t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  sweeplng  j u d l c i ; ~ l  r e o r e a n l z a L l o n  

wliich would ,  i n  J e a n  Egre t ' s  words ,  "wipe o u t  t l ~ c  pol lt l c a l  r o l e  o f  

French  p a r l e m e n t s "  ( E g r e t  1962: 2 4 6 ) .  

The f e s t i v i t l e s  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h e  2 7 t h  n t  t h e  Pl .acc 1)auplllne 

had f i n a l l y  burned  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t ,  b u t  l a t e  t h a t  n l . g l ~ t  s e v c r a i  run-i.ns 

between t r o o p s  and y o u n g s t e r s  a round t h e  r o y a l  c o u r t h o i ~ s e  l ~ n d  p r u c l ~ ~ c e d  

s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .  On t h e  2 8 t h  t h e  guard  had s t a t i o n e d  i ~ s c l f  a t  t h e  

two e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  P l a c e  Dauphine and had t u r n e d  away non-residents, 

w h i l e  t l ~ c  mounted guard  b a t t  l e d  Ll~e  crowds nsscmbl cd  on  n e a r l  y  st r e c L s .  

Accord ing  t o  I lardy,  t h r e e  members o f  t h e  watch  were  k i l  l e d  Lliat n l g h t ,  

and  many on  b o t h  s i d e s  i n j u r e d .  The f u l  lowing  n l g h t  t h e  watch  s t a y e d  

away from t h e  P l a c e  Dauphine,  and t l i c  b o n f i r e  wc h i ~ v c  a l r e ; ~ d y  w l t n c s s e c d  

b l a z c d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t l i e  s q u a r c .  



Over t l ~ c  f o l l o w i n g  month,  t h e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t e d  i t s e l f ,  w i t h  

v a r i a t i o n s ,  n s  P a r i s i n n s  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  Lamoignon and  t h e  

r e t u r n  o f  t h e  e x i l e d  Par lcment  t o  P a r i s .  (The P a r l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  

t h e  compl iment ;  i t s  C i r s t  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  a f t e r  resuming  i t s  s e s s i o n s  

was t o  ban u n a u t h o r i z e d  g a t h e r i n g s  and t h e  t h r o w i n g  o f  f i r e c r a c k e r s . )  

The r e p e a t e d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  l e d  R e s t i E  d e  l a  Brc tonne  

t o  a s k  ". . . is i t  f l a t t e r i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  homage from t h e  same mouth 

which c a n ,  a t  a  whim, b e l c h  o b s c e n i t i e s ?  Thus t h e  P a r l e m e n t  r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  i t  was d a n g e r o u s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f i e r y  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  j o y  from t l ~ e  

hands  o f  twelve-  t o  f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d s ,  o f  a p p r e n t i c e  g o l d s m i t h s  and 

c l o c k m a k e r s ,  o f  Savoyards .  A u v e r g n a t s  and c o a l - h e a v e r s "  ( R e s t i f  1930:  

193-194).  "Tllese l a s t  t h r e e , "  c o n t i n u e d  R e s t i f :  

a r e  t h e  most d a n g e r o u s  k i n d  o f  t r o u b l e m a k e r  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e i r  n a t u r a l  c r u d e n e s s  and  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  no  f e a r  

o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r s  E i r e  might  c a u s e ,  g i v e n  t h e i r  p o v e r t y  

and t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e i r  own h o v e l s  o u t  i n  t h e  f a u b o u r g s  

o r  i n  t h e  i m p e n e t r a b l e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  q u a r t e r s .  

L admi t  t h a t  I have  t r e m b l e d  e v e r y  t i m c  T have  s e e n  

t h e  lower  l c v e l s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  e x c j t e d ,  and  I have  

t r e m b l e d  b e c a u s e  I know them, b e c a u s e  I know t h e i r  

h a t e  f o r  everye l l ing  c o m f o r t a b l e ;  i t  i s  a n  e t e r n a l  and  

v i o l e n t  h a t e  w l ~ i c h  a s k s  no  more t h a n  a c h a n c e  t o  move 

i n t o  a c t i o n  . . . I t  is oF t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  

t o  r e p r e s s  t h e i r  g a t h e r i n g s ,  n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  d i s -  

o r d e r s  unpunished. I f  J u s t  o n c e  t h a t  f e r o c i o u s  

b e n s t  t h o u g h t  L t  c o u l d  d a r e ,  i t  would o v e r t u r n  e v c r y -  

t l ~ l n g .  I Ccnr i t  s o  much t l ~ a t  I would n o t  d a r e  t o  

w r i t e  t h i s ,  o r  Lo hnvc I t  p r i n t e d ,  i f  I t  c o u l d  r c a d .  

But i t  c a n ' t  r e a d ,  t h a t  r a b b l e  o f  w l ~ i c h  I am now 

s p e a k i n g ;  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  be  a b l e  t o  r c a d ,  s o  lonp; a s  

i t  i s  t h e  r a b b l e  ( R e s t i f  1930: 1 9 4 ) .  

Sound f a m i l i a r ?  I,ike Ben F r a n k l i n  twenty  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  R e s t t f  d c  

l a  Bre tonne  was b a f f l e d  and  f r i g h t e n e d  by t h e  e a r l y  p h a s e s  o f  a n  un- 

p r e c e n d e n t e d  p o p u l a r  n ~ o b i l i z a t l o n .  One mighL con.;idcr RcsLlf  t o  h e  

remarkably  p r e s c i e n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  m a s s i v e ,  d e c i s i v e  n c t i o n s  o f  t l ~ c  

P a r i s i a n  crowd a t  t h e  B a s t i l l e  and e l s e w h e r e  were  l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  

away. Yet what t h a t  u s u a l l y  a c u t e  o b s e r v e r  f a i l e d  Lo s e e ,  o r  d l d  n o t  

c h o o s e  t o  s e e ,  was t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y  and r i t u a  l  Ism t l ~ e s e  I ' n r l s l a n  

" d i s o r d e r s . "  The n o v e l t y  was n o t  i n  t h e i r  fo rm,  b u t  i n  t l ~ c i r  c o n l e x t .  

One o f  t h e  more s u r p r i s i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t  Hardy ' s  i n v n l u n b l e  j o ~ ~ r n n l ,  

i n  f a c t ,  is how l i t t l e  t h e  d e t a i l  o f  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o t ~  i n  P a r t s  

changed wit11 t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  R e v o l l ~ t i o n  i t s c l  f .  The p a c e ,  i t l t e ~ l s i t y  

and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t l v e  a c t i o n  d i d  i n c r e a s e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  

i n  1789. But t h e  Corm and c o n t e n t  o f  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  changed 

r a t h e r  l i t t l e .  Food r i o t s ,  t o r c l l l  i g h t  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  mocking r i  tun1 s 

and  t l ~ e  p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c o r p o r a t e  interests c o n t i n u e d  t o  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  L I I C  t i m c .  The c o n t e x l ,  how- 

e v e r ,  had a l t e r e d  s o  much t h a t  crowd a c t i o n s  c o ~ ~ l d  r e a c h  n  s c a l e  and  

hnvc a n  impact  Lliat had been  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  d u r i ~ ~ g  more t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  

o f  g rowing  s t a t e  power. Among o t h e r  things, t h e  crowd had a L L i c s  and 

s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  who now d n r e d  to v o i c e  t h e i r  sllpport. a s  

n e v e r  b e f o r e .  

As t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  moved o n ,  Lhe forms  o f  p o p u l a r  c o l  l e c t i v c  a c t l o l l  

i n  P a r i s  d i d  change  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  A l L l ~ o ~ ~ g h  F r a ~ ~ c c  l a r k e d  a  r r lng le  

f i g u r e  comparable  t o  t h e  i n c o m p a r a b l e  I J l J  k e s ,  I t  d i d  p r o d ~ l c e  many 



e f f e c t l v e  political e n t r e p r e n e u r s ;  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  work was t o  s t i m u l a t e .  

o r g a n i z e  o r  u s e  p o p u l a r  m o b i l J z a t i o n .  From 1789 t o  1792 ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  c l u b s ,  m i l i t i a s ,  commit tees  and p u b l i c  forums f a r  s u r p a s s e d  a n y t h i n g  

t l ~ e  French  had s e e n  b e f o r e .  The r e v o l u L i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  t l ~ e m s e l v e s  went 

i n  f o r  Lop-down m o b i l i z a t i o n  t o  a  d e g r e e  t h a t  Lhe B r i t i s h  Wi lk iLes  and  

R a d l c a l s  n e v e r  dreamed o f ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  n e v e r  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

a t t e m p t .  The l o c a l l y - o r g a n i z e d  N a t i o n a l  Guard and  s i m i l a r  q u a s i - m i l i t a r y  

u n i t s  p l a y e d  a  c e n t r a l  p a r t  I n  t h e  mobilization. The r e p e a t e d  p r o c e s s l o n s  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  R e v o l u t i o n  and  t h e  g r e a t  c e r e m o n i e s  t y p i f i e d  by t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  

1 :cn t iva ls  o f  1790  and 1791 s y n t h e s i z e d  o ld- reg ime p a g e a n t r y  w i t h  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  n a t i o n  under  a r m s ,  on g u a r d  a g a i n s t  

c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n .  I n  a  characteristically d i f f e r e n t  manner,  t h e  French  

were  a l s o  c r c a t l n g  new forms o f  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  based  o n  

s p e c i a l - p u r p o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and  b r e a k i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  

o f  t h e  o l d  reg ime.  P a r i s i a n s ,  l i k e  Londoners ,  were  c r e a t i n g  t h e  r e p e r -  

t o i r e  w l ~ i c h  would become t h e  dominant  means f o r  Lhe p u r s u l t  o f  s h a r e d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y .  

Now, a  few wel l -chosen  c o l o r f u l  i n c i d e n t s  c a n n o t  p r o v e  s o  grand  a  

t l ~ c s i s .  R a t h e r ,  worse  s t i l l ,  t h e y  c a n  a p p e a r  t o  prove  a l m o s t  any t h e s i s  

o n e  c l ~ o o s e s ,  j u s t  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  is a s t u t e .  T h a t  

is t h e  weakness  o f  t h e  " p o s t h o l e  I ~ i s t o r y "  R i c h a r d  S e n n e t t  recommends t o  

u s ,  and  wiLh which h e  hopes  t o  s l ~ b s t a n t l a t c  h i s  own t h e s i s  o f  t h e  f a l l  

o f  p u b l l c  man from t h e  r i c h  u r b a n  h e i g h t s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

My own e E f o r L s  t o  d e a l  wit11 Lhe problems o f  t h l s  p a p e r  i n  a  t r u l y  

s y s t e m : ~ t i c  manner show me, a l a s ,  a  ConIplex, r e c a l c i t r a n t  and somet imes  

t c d l o u s  r e a l i t y .  I n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  we have  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  c a r e f u l ,  con- 

t i n u o u s  w a l l - b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  d r i v i n g  o f  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  p o s t h o l e .  By my 

own arguments .  t h a t  means u n d e r t a k i n g  a  c l o s c  a n a l y s l s  o f  t h e  day-to-day 

- 25 - . 
l i f e  and  f i n e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c l t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  f u l l  wcb 

o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  

We end ,  t h e n ,  w i t h  work ing  h y p o t l ~ c s c s  and  nn n g e n d i ~ .  'The f i r s t  

work ing  I ~ y p o ~ h c s l s  I s  s i m p l y  n  u s e f u l  commo~~plncc :  t h e  c l ~ a r : ~ c L c r  nf 

c o l l c c t l v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  w c s t c r n  c i ~ y  r e f  l c c ~ . e d  t l ~ e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c l t y  i t s e l f :  a  c l t y  w l ~ l c h  was segrejiatecl  InLo smal l  

subcommuni t ies ,  o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  a s  a n  I n t c r l o c k i n ~ :  n e t  o f  c o r p o r a l c  

i n t e r e s t s  and p a t r o n - c l i e n t  n e t w o r k s ,  accus tomed t n  d o i n g  much o f  i t s  

b u s i n e s s  (and p l e a s u r e )  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and peopled  l i ~ r g e l y  by p o o r ,  

i l l i t e r a t e  w o r k e r s  produced  a  web o f  c o l l e c t i v e  n c t l o n  w h i c l ~  c n p l L a l i z e d  

o n  a u t h o r i z e d  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s  s u c h  a s  m a r k e t s  and c c r c m o n l e s ,  which 

used  s t r e e t  t h e a t e r ,  r i t ~ l a l i z e d  mockery and gar i s11  ~ y m b o l i s m  g e ~ i c r o i r s l y ,  

and whlch f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c r o w d ' s  u n d e r t a k i n g  a c L l ~ i n s  w l ~ l c l ~ .  

i n  t h e  v iew o f  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  ouLhor1 ties t l ~ c m s c l  v c s  s111~1ld  have  

per formed.  

Second worklng  h y p o t h c s l s :  I n  t h o s e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  l n l c r  c l g l ~ t c ~ : t i ~ I ~ -  

c e n t u r y ,  new forms  o f  a c t i o n  were  emerg ing  wlilch would i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c e n t u r y  become t h e  domlnant r e p e r t o i r e  o f  c o l l e c ~ l v c  act1011 L l ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~  

most w e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n  c i t i e s  and v l l l a g e s  a l l k c .  Urban a c t l v i s L n  

were  busy i n v e n t i n g  t h e  v o l ~ r n t a r y  s p e c i a l - p u r p o s e  n s s o c l n L l o ~ i  a n  a  mcnns 

o f  p u r s u i n g  t h e l r  i n t e r e s t s .  Ln t h e  p r o c e s s  Lhey were  f n s l ~ l o n l n j :  e v e n t s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  demonstrnLLon and t h e  mass m c c t l n g  t o  d l s p l n y  ant1 d e p l o y  

t h e i r  power. 

F i n a l l y ,  a  reminder  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u ~ i i t l e s  f u r  r c s c : ~ r c l ~ .  T l ~ c  m a L c r l a l s  

o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o p u l a r  c o l  l c c t i v c  a c t i o n  a r c  r l c l ~  rind nhuntlnnL. 

Because s o  many o f  ellem come from t h e  p e n s  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  o r  o f  c l l t c  

o b s e r v e r s  s u c h  a s  F r a n k l i n  o r  R e s ~ i F  cle l a  B r c t o n ~ ~ c ,  tltcy r e q k ~ i r c  c a r e -  

f u l  c o n t r o l .  T h e i r  s t u d y  n e c c s q n r i l y  draws  u s  i l l t o  c l o s e  c x a m i ~ ~ n t i o ~ i  
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