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I : 

It was t h e  27th o f  May, 1871, i n  t h e  P a r i s i a n  suburb of Tssy. VLctorinc 
I 

B., an ambulance a t t e n d a n t ,  accompnnicd a u n i t  of Fbdcrer ,  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  

Commune of P a r i s ,  a s  they a t t a c k e d  an o t ~ t p o s t  of t h e  V c r s ~ ~ i l l c s - b a s e d  French 
I 

government. She had e n r o l l e d ,  w l th  h e r  I~ushand,  two montl~s c a r l l c r ,  111 II 

m i l i t a r y  u n i t  formed f o r  t h e  defense  of t h e  r e l ) ~ ~ l ~ l  l c  ancl ~ l i c  Co~mnt~nc. ller 

f i r s t  du ty  had been a s  a cook i n  a ca se rne  i n  P a r i s .  But now, a s  Bloody 

j l Week drew t o  a c l o s e ,  h e r  u n i t  was i n  b a t t l e  t o  r ecap tu re  t h e  f o r t  of l s sy .  

Re t r ea t  was c a l l e d .  The red c r o s s  f l a g  of t h e  nmhulancc sqtln[l w . 1 ~  r a i s e d ,  

P and Vic to r inc ,  who had been ordered t o  s t a y  back e a r l l e r ,  went forwnrd. She 

I 

I 

wrote  i n  he r  memoirs: "We gathered up our  wounded and our  dead ~ lndc r  enemy 

gun f i r e .  Although the  red c r o s s  Flag hod been r a i s e d ,  t h e  V c r s n i l l n l s  con- I 
t i nued  t o  f i r e  randomly; more than  once we had t o  droj, t o  t h e  ground, I~ol( l -  

i n g  our  p rec ious  burden t o  prevent  their being k i l l e d  a second t i m e . . . .  Tlic 1 
b a t t l e  had been t e r r i b l e ,  ou r  f l a g  had f a l l e n  t h r e e  t lmcs;  I t  was r a i s e d  

aga in  and t h i s  t ime i t  was v i c t o r i o u s .  The V c r s n i l l n i s  n l~andone~l  t h e  f i e l d  

and f l e d  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  cha teau ,  t h e  scene beEore our  eyes  was h o r r l h l e ;  dead nl~d wo~~~lcled 

were s c a t t e r e d  p e l 1  me11 i n  t h e  rooms of t h e  f l r s t  f l o o r  ... l n  t h e  midst of 

t h l s  s l a u g h t e r  were t h r e e  women, t h e  c a n t i n i 2 r e s  (of two o t h e r  u n l t s )  one 

dead,  one g rave ly  wounded .. . . I was t h e  t h i r d ,  and chnncc had spared me."' 

1 I I In  Jonuary,  1887, a government r epo r t  t e l l s  u s ,  " the  womcn workers i n  one 
I s e c t i o n  of t h e  government monopoly toh.icro f a c t o r y  in Mnrw l l  l c ,  grc . l t ly  

// v ic t imized  by many i r r i t a t i o n s  and un)llsL p ~ ~ n l s l ~ m e n t s  ortlrrcd by t l ~ c  head 

!I of t h e l r  u n i t ,  went on s t r i k e  and dec l a red  t h a t  they woc~lrl not  r e t u r n  Inn- 

ti1 t h e  foreman was removed."' The thousand womcn, whose s t r i k e  ( : ~ I I P , ~ I ~  t he  I a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  townspeople and newspapers,  s t r u c k  from Llic 6111 t o  t he  2 J s t ;  

t hey  r e tu rned  t o  work wlien Roustan, t h e  Eorem:~n, "a v r r l  t . ~ l i l e  s l a v e  d r l v c r "  

1 was t r a n s f e r c d .  Two days l a t e r ,  they founded a union. 3 
I 
f In  Narch, 1906, a cot11 mine d i s a s t e r  shook t h e  p l t s  of Cour r lk rc s  and 

i t h e  nearby v i l l a g e  O F  Dilly-Montigny i n  t h e  Pas-dc-Calais mini, f i e l d  in nor- 

t he rn  France. l l ~ o r ~ s n n d s  o f  miners  were t rapped and more t l ~ n n  .I t l~ous;~nd 

, 

I 

I 

I 
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;t.' 
d icd .  A mlners '  sLr  l  kc followed. The miners  demanded t h a t  &e~compan ies  

he forced by law t o  pay more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  workers '  s a f e t y .  The 

s t r i k e  was b i t t e r  and v l o l c n t ,  a s  was o f t e n  t h e  case  i n  mlne s t r i k e s .  One 

of tl lc bosses '  ho l~se  was a t t acked  wi th  dynomltc. A P a r i s  newspaper r e p o r t s  

two womcn's dcmonstra t ions  in  Billy-Montlgny on Aprll  10.  

In t h c  f l r s t ,  a  gro1111 f o  500 women, c a r r y i n g  red and t r i c o l o r e d  f l a g s  

drapcd ln  b l ack  c repe  went t o  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s  t o  meet a  woman be l i eved  

t o  be on t h e  t r a i n  from Bcthunc. Madame Ringard was r e t u r n i n g  from t h e  

chef  l i e u ,  wl~cre  s h c  had given t e ~ t i m o n y ~ ~ t o  a  judge a g a i n s t  t h r e e  accused -- 
dynnmlters .  She was not  on t h e  t r a i n ,  b"t t h e  crowd searched t h e  qua i s .  

,reassembled t o  s i n g  t h e  " ~ n t e r ~ a t i o n a l "  and marched o f f  down t h e  s t r e e t .  

Anot l~cr  group of somc 200 womcn had s e t  o u t  from t h e i r  w, t h e  mlne I 
company row h ? u s l ~ ~ g , f o r  B i l l y  t h e  same day. Carrying b l ack  f l a g s ,  they I 

%aded f o r  t h4  houac of t h e  mlne company d i r e c t o r ,  on ly  t o  f i n d  t h e l r  way 

f i r r e d  by polJ$e. .Some of them even tua l ly  spoke t o  t h e  director's sec re -  i 
Fayy. Tlwy akcusrcl tllc company of l e t t i n g  t h e i r  husbands s t a r v e  t o  dea th  I 

t h e  dead brought t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  had on ly  r e c e n t l y  

hy a s su rances  from t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and r c tu rned  t o  

mct t h e  women coming from t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  and t h e  

two groups mnrcllccl t o g c l l ~ c r .  A s  p o l i c e  and s o l d i e r s  t r i e d  t o  I ~ a s t c n  and 

con ta ln  tl lc p roccs s lon ,  "a g r e a t  number o f  rocks  were thrown a t  t h c  so l c l l e r s . . .  

The two groups I ~ r o k c  up and i n d i v i d u a l s  r an  through t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  B i l l y -  

Montlgny. They threw b r i c k s  a t  t h e  house of M.: Bard, the .  c h l e f  cng lnee r  of 

t h e  mine, and broke s c v c r a l  wlndows. 

"Rep~~lsecl by t h e  gcndarmeric,  t h e  demonstra tors  f i n a l l y  d l sp r r scd . "b  

In  Ar~gust,  191 1 ,  l~o r~sewives  i n  t h e  town o f  ~ e r r d r e - l a - ~ r n n d c ,  n e a r  

Hnuhcuge, a l s o  In t h e  Nord, demonstrated f o r  lower p r i c e s  on b read ,  meat 

h u t t e r ,  and e g g s  Women from a  nearby town dumped a  merchant 's goods wl~en 

he refused t o  lowcr h i s  p r i c c s .  A women's committee was formed, complete 

w i th  pres idlnp,  o f f l c c r .  In Ela~riicuge i t s e l f ,  on August 25, a  crowd broke 
1 

, t h e  ulndnws o f  ;I' mcrcllnnt wl~o s o l d  b u t t e r .  @,Saturday. August 26, the,rc 
Y ;3 

wcre no b u t t e r  o r  cggs on t h e  mirkct  bu t  a  small group. O F  womcn marched 

i n t o  t h e  m ~ r k c t  p l ace  i n  two columns. 'rl~cy a l l  wore red i ~ ~ s i g n i n  nncl a s  

they marched thcy sang t h e  " I n t e r n a t i o ~ ~ a l  O F  I i u t t c r  a t  15 s o ~ ~ s : "  

Rise ,  each mothcr of a  family 
Ar i se ,  and l e t  us  u n l t e  
Let ' s  m r c h  t o  f i g h t  t h e  misery 
That t h e  farmers  have brought down on t h e  country  
And i f  one day we a r e  v i c t o r i o u s  
We'll  show our dea r  husbands 
That a l l  women have fought 
For t he  l i v e s  of t h e i r  poor l l t t l e  ones. 

Forward comrades. 
Fr iends ,  a l l  a r i s e ,  
Without f e a r ,  wi thout  tumult 

We want h l l t t c r  a t  f i f t e e n  sous t  
5  

A wave of p r o t e s t  about  food p r i c e s  swept ove r  t l ~ e  i11d11stria1 no r the rn  

depar tments ,  r c a c l ~ i n g  Billy-Hontigny on A11gr1st 30. Tllcn n  crowd of w~~mcn 

and men a t t acked  the  wagon of El. IJ l l s ,  a  baker who was a l s o  ;I mllnlcll1;11 .g 
counc i l  member. Ile sho t  one of t h e  demonstrators and crowd turned ~ I I  hlm :!, ' 

i n  fu ry .  Ile h id  i n  a  house; t h e  crowd smashed t h e  windows, plundered t h e  
h 

chlckcn coop and s c t  a  wagon on f  l r c  I ~ c f o r c  thcy wcrc dispc.rscd I J ~  gt:~~dnrmcs. , 
On June 2,  1907, In Nlmcs, an anc ien t  Roman c i t y  i n  sou the rn  France, t h e r e  

was a  demonstra t ion o f  280,000 wlnegrowers. From a l l  ovcr t h e  sou th  tlicy ' 
ga the red ,  t o  march behind a  t a t t e r c d  f l a g  whlch, i t  was s a f d ,  I~acl flown In 

Nlmes i n  t h e  r evo lu t ion  of 1848 and i n  t h e  days o f  ~ I I I !  Commt~nc of 1871. T l~c  

wlnegrowers demanded t h a t  government e a s c  t h e  way f o r  t h c  s a l e  and c o ~ l s ~ ~ r n p t i o n  

of t h e i r  wine by reducing t h e i r  t a x e s ,  rcduclna  t r a n s p o r t n t l o n  cha rges ,  nc- 

g o t i n t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commercial t r c a t i c s  and providing d a l l y  wlne rat(!Qns 

t o  French s o l d i e r s .  The feminine presence was Rtrong amon8 t h e  dcmo11str2tors: 
3- &% 

"peasant womcn from Arles  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  costume, young womcn from3!o?tcl 
, .'* 

$, t h e i r  t r l c d l o r e d  s c a r v e s ,  t hose  of Carcassone in  whl tc  b louscs  wi th  a  ,cfcpe $ 
d 

{and, t h e  solcswome$ of Bez le r s  i n  b l ack ,  women of Eiarse l l lnn In t h c i r  work I 
i 

. smocks, t l ~ o s c  of sa!?lrTl~lbcry 111, h lnck w l t l ~  Lr lcolorcd cocadcs In t llcl r  

t hose  of Antlgnoc wt th  red be re t s . .  . ." The spenk'c$s aL t l ~ l s  and ot l ler  
L a 

t h e  massive dcmonstra t ions  hcld  weckly in  t h e  s o u t l ~ ~ ~ ~ r c c o g t r  l zcd t h l s  in 

add res s ing  the1 r  a t~d lence :  "I.lcn and womcn c i  t lzcn<?. ."' 
I 

I 



I t  was O c t o b e r  29,  1904 ,  t h e  solemn c o n v o c n t i o n  i n  t l ~ c  grand  n m p l ~ i t l ~ e a t c r  

o f  t i l e  Sorbonnc  t o  c c l c h r o t c  t h e  h u n d r e d t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  Napoleon ' s  promul- 

g a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l v l l  Code. El. V a l l e ,  gar& d e s  s c e a u x  o f  F r a n c e ,  l ~ n d  J u s t  com- 

p l e t e d  h i s  s p e e c h  w l t h  t h e  words.  "we must expand t h e  code ."  A woman sit- 

t i n g  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  r o s e  and s h o u t e d .  "Down w i t h  t h e  Napoleonic  c o d e l  It 

d l s l ~ o n o r s  t h e  H c i , ~ ~ h l l c l  I t  o p p r e s s e s  womcn!" She was removed and  t a k e n  t o  

a  n e a r b y  p o l i c e  s t n t l o n  wllerc s h e  wns i d e n t i f j e d  n s  a  d e m o i s e l l e  Kanfmann, 

member o f  t h e  F e m l n i s t  I.enguc. "Meanwhile," c o n t i n u e s  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  

Fi&oro. "on t h e  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Sorbonne ,  s e v e r a l  c o a c h e s  p u l l e d  up,  

f l l l c d  w i t h  womcn. 'Snndwlch men' accompanied them, and d i s t r i h u t r d  ' a n t t -  

h o m l n i s t '  h n n d h i l l s .  They r e n d ,  'The Code o p p r e s s e s  women; we p r o t e s t  i t s  

g l o r l  f  i c a t  Lon I '  The p o l  i c e  q u i c k l y  d i s p e r s e d  t h e  c o a c h e s  and t h e  sandwich  

men who were  t i e t r a y i n g  t l ~ c  c a u s e  o f  men." 

The news n r t l c l c  g o e s  on  t o  s a y  t h a t  "Along w i t h  t h e s e  i n s l g n t f i c o n t  

e v e n t s  l a c k l n g  s e r i o u s n e s s ,  t h e r e  was a  r e a l  m e e t i n g  o f  s e r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  

a t  t h e  h e n d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  Learned S o c i e t i e s . "  I t  was o r g a n i z e d  by  Mar- 

g c c l r l t e  Durnnd, n  f c m l n i s t  j o ~ ~ r n a l i s t ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  La Fronde ,  F r a n c e ' s  

most  d u r n b l c  f c m l n i s t  ncwslinpcr.  
8 

C o l l c e t l v c  a c t  ion  and Feminism. 

The i n c l d c n t s  d c s c r l l i c d  h e r e  i n v o l v e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  F r e n c h  women i n  

c o l l c c t l v e  a c t i o n  r a n g i n g  Crom r e b e l l i o n  t o  a  p u h l l c  forum. What t h e  i n -  

c i d e n t s  l l i~vc  i n  common a r e  womcn a c t i n g  c o l l e c t f v e l y  i n  t h e i r  s e l f - d e f i n e d  

i n t e r e s t s .  A l t l ~ o u g h  t l lcy a l l  i n v o l v e  women, t h e s e  incidents o f  c o l l e c t i v e  n c t i o n  

I ;  f rom t l ~ o s c  i n  w l ~ l c l ~  womcn's I n t e r e s t s  a r e  i n c i d e n t a l ,  when Lhcy a r c  

a c t l n p ,  n a  m e m h e r ~  o f  I ~ o i ~ s c h o l d s  composed o f  p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  two s e x e s ,  t o  

t l iose  I n  w l ~ l c h  womcn's I n t e r e s t s ,  n s  women, sre i n t r i n s i c .  We c a n  p l a c e  

t h e  f n c l d c n t s  on  n  conLlnuum i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  women's I n t e r e s t s  r u n n i n g  from 

I n c l d e n t n l  t o  Intrinsic. The d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  commune, t h e  mine w i v e s '  

d c m o n s t r n t l o o ,  t l ~ c  Cood p r o t e s t  and  t l ~ e  winegrowers '  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  c l l ~ s t e r  

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c o n t l n ~ n ~ m  w l ~ e r e  women a r e  a c t i n g  a s  memhcrs o f  I ~ o ~ ~ s c h o l d s  

o r  c o m m ~ ~ n l t l c : ~ ,  In wl t ic l~  t l t c i r  I n t e r e s t s  a s  women a r c  i n c l d e n t o l  o r  s ~ ~ l > c l t ~ c d .  

T l ~ c  womon t o b a c c o  workc!r.s' s t r i k e  comes somewhcrr 111 t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t i l e  con- 

t l n ~ ~ ~ ~ m .  f o r  In ~ 1 1 1 s  c .~sc-  L l ~ c  ~ O I I I C ~ I ~  a c t  I n  t l ~ c l r  i ~ ~ L c r c s t  .IS w o r k c r s .  1i11t 

t h e i r  n s s o c i a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  i n  work l e n d s  them t o  be  c o l ~ s c i o u s  o f  t h c l r  

i n t e r e s t s  a s  women, a s  w e l l  n s  a s  w o r k e r s .  Only i n  t l ~ c  c , ~ s e  o f  ~ l l e  

f e m i n i s t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  were  women a c t i n g  a s  wonlcn OII  i s s r ~ c s  u s u a l l y  de- 

f i n e d  a s  women's i s s u e s .  

The h i s t o r y  of F e m i n i s t  o r g n n l z n t l o n  ~ I I J  a c t l o l l  I I I  I:r:~nrc I s  n o t  

o n e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  o r  e a s y  s u c c e s s .  F r e n c l ~  f e m i n l s t  g r o u p s .  a1~i1011gl1 

t h e y  p r o l i f e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t l i e  T h i r d  R e p ~ t l i l i c  wgrc n e v e r  a s  

prominent  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  t lmc  n s  were  t h e  R r l t i s h  

and American; t h e y  n e v e r  g a t h e r e d  a  l a r g e  f o l l o w i n g ;  t h e y  n e v e r  

. grabbed  h e a d l i n e s  w i t h  d r a m a t i c  c o n f r o n l n t i o n  t n c t i c s ;  t l ~ c y  were o n l y  

m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c h a n g i n g  women's c i v i l  and p o l i t l c n l  s t n t u s  

i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Female s u f f r a g e  was o n l y  g r a n t e d  i n  1945 ,  and o t l ~ e r  

l e g a l  r e f o r m s  came even  l a t e r .  My q u e s t i o n s ,  I ~ o w e v e r ,  o n l y  i n c l l r c c t l y  

a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t f o n  o f  why feminism was s o  weak i n  France .  I a s k  In- 

s t e a d ,  a round what i n t e r e s t s  d i d  women Ln F r a n c e  organ1  z c ,  n iob i l l  z e  and 

a c t  c o l l e c t i v e l y 7  Where, when end l~ow d i d  t h e  I n t e r e s t s  o f  m o h l l l z i ~ ~ g  

f e m i n i s t s  i n F e r s e c t  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  m o b l l l z c d  wonlCn? 

The c o n c e p t  o f  c o l l c c t i v e  n c t i o n ,  a s  n  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  

r e s o u r c e s  among g r o u p s ,  i s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  franlcwork w l ~ l i l t ~  w l ~ l c h  t h e s e  

q u e s t i o n s  n r e  examined.  C o l l e c t i v e  o c t l o n  i s  dcf incc l  a s  t h e  e x t e n t  OF 

a  g r o u p ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  pooled  r e s o l t r c e s  t o  conlmoll e n d s .  Groups a p p l y  

r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  t o  o t h e r  g r o u p s  o r  t ~ i  governments .  P o l l -  

t i c a l  power i s  t h e  r a t e  o f  r e t u r n  from t h e  n p p l l c a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t o  

governments .  V i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  when governments  o r  o t l l c r  1:roups r e s i s t  

t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o f  a  mobilizing group .  a s  w e l l  n s  wl~en s u c h  a 

group  d e l l b c r n ~ e l y  c h o o s e s  v i o l e n t  "The 1 1 i ~ L o r y  O C  c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  c l e a r l y  h a s  f o u r  components:  i n t e r e s t ,  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  n r j i n ~ ~ i ~ n t i o n  

and  a c t i o n  i t s e l f .  A l l  f o u r  vary  from g r o u p  t o  g r o u p ,  p l r ~ c e  t o  p l a c e ,  

t i m e  t o  time, problem t o  problem."10 

The e v e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  i n  1111 t l l c i r  v a r i e t y  , 1 l111s t rnLcs  t l ~ : ~ t  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  French womcn and c o l l c c t l v e  n c t i o ~ l  I s  rn11c11 more Ll1.1n t h e  



e f f o r t s  of f c m i n l s t s  t o  h r i n g  women i n t o  formal p o l i t i c s .  Feminist 

p o l i P l c s  111 France d i d  no t  lead womcn t o  c o n f l i c t  and v io l ence  o r  t o  

p o s s i h l l i t i c s  of i n f luenc ing  puh l l c  po l i cy  i n  t h e  per iod 1870 t o  1914. 

N c v c r t l ~ c l c s s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a c e  f emin i s t  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n t o  the  

con tex t  of oL l~c r  womcn's a c t l v l  t y ,  l e t  us  review wl~o thc  f e m t n i s t s  

wcrc, wllat were t h e l r  i n t e r e s t s ,  nncl what l ed  them t o  a c t  t o g e t l ~ e r  

a t  t h i s  t ime. 

French f e m i n i s t s  were nea r ly  a l l  women of means i n  t h e  middle and 

upper c lnsscl t .  Unlike many main s t ream American f c m l n i s t s ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  

of Ll~cse  womcn clid not  come t o  feminism through r e l i g i o u s  reform move- 

ments bu t  by way of Free  Thought and Masonry, such a s  Maria Deraismes, 

minor l ty  r c l i g l o u s  backgrounds, such a s  P r o t e s t a n t s  Sarah Monod and 

h e .  J u l e s  Slcp, f r icd  , nnd Jewish horn Mme. Rrunscl~vicg,  o r  even f o r e i g n  

n c ~ t i o n n l  or ip , ln ,  such a s  Jeane Schmal and Maria P l .~ r t i n ,  both  Engl lsh .  
11 

They wcre a l l  womcn wl~o could a f f o r d  good educa t ions ,  who sought c o n t r o l  

over  t l ~ e i r  wea1Ll1 and Ll~e use of t h e i r  pe r sona l  t a l e n t s .  

The programs ~ l i c y  a r t i c ~ ~ l a t e d  were reform i n  t h e  c i v i l  s t a t u s  o f  

women ( p n r ~ i c t ~ l a r l  y  t l~roul : l~  amendment of t h e  C i v i l  Code), p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t l c i p a t l o n  f o r  wonlrn through t h e  v o t e ,  and acces s  t o  educa t ion  and 

employment. N c v c r t l ~ c l e s s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  few of t hese  womcn I~ud t o  work o r  

worked. T l~c  cxccp t ions  wcre j o u r n a l i s t s ,  actresses and s c l ~ o o l  t eache r s .  

The i r  movement emerged more o r  l e s s  con temporaneo~~s ly  wi th  t h e  organiza-  

t i o n  of t h e  w o r k i ~ ~ g  c l a s s  and tlie growth of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a long  wi th  

the  t y p i c a l  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  of t h e s e  groups ,  t h e  s t r i k e  and 

the  clcmonstrotlon. 

T l~c  femiu l s t s  shared w i  t11 Llle l abo r  movement a  p w c t i y e  t l ~ r ~ ~ s t  t o  

t h e i r  cu l l ecL lvc  act to l l  by wl11cl1 Lhey claimed new r i g h t s  and s o u g l ~ t  a  re-  

c l l s t r l h u ~ l o n  oC power. Th i s  was in  marked c o n t r a s t  t o  r e a c t i v e  p r o t e s t ,  

whtcl~ was t h e  v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  of l o c a l  groups t o  encroachment on t h e i r  

r l g l ~ t s  and JnLercsLs hy l a r g e r  sys tems,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h c  c o o s o l i d a t i n g  

na t ion  s t a t e  nncl t h e  wldenlng n a t i o n a l  market.' ' The French f emln l s t  

movement more o f t e n  adopted t h e  forms of c o l l e c t i v c  ; ~ c t i o n  typ lco l  of 

contemporary formal  p o l i t i c s  -- Lhe clemo~istraLion, t l ~ c  parade. L ~ I C  

p o l i t i c a l  meeting, and o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t l ie symbolic a c t  of d i s r u p t i o n  

o f  a  meeting. French f emin i s t s  had an e a r l i e r  t rncl l t lon of f e a l n l n t  

t houg l~ t  and a c t i o n  t o  r e f e r  t o .  E lg l1 t een~11-ccn t~~ry  f r n ~ i ~ ~ l s l s  hncl n~: tcd 

i n  t h e  con tex t  of formal  p o l i t i c s ,  a s  f o r  cxamplc. Ll~c wc~~nen'.; r l l : l~ ts  

p e t i t i o n  t o  t he  n a t i o n a l  assembly du r ing  tlie French R e v o l u ~ i o ~ ~ .  l'l~c 

v a r i o u s  f emin i s t  groups of t h e  Third  Republ ic ,  composed p r lmnr i l  y of 

bourgeois  women, ac t ed  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l c  of t h e  bo r~ rgco l s  rcpuh- 

l i c ,  i n  forms o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  common t o  t h e  F renc l~  p o l l t i c n l  sys-  

I 
tem. Women, and men too  of course .  Lricd t o  J I I ~ ~ I I C I I C C  na t iona l  po l i -  

t i c s  through p e t i t i o n  and o t h e r  p o l i t t c a l  preslttlrc on l e f i i s l a t o r s  nnrl 
! 

through litigation, t o  promote c o r r e c t i v e  l c g i s l a ~ l o n .  Wl t l ~ o u t  m11cl1 

success .  There i s  an exp lana t ton  f o r  t h i s  foi111rc w l ~ i c l ~  a ~ t n l y z e s  p o l i -  

t i c s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a l l i a n c e s  and c o n l i t l o ~ i s  of 

i n t e r e s t s  i n  t he  French Chamber of Dcprrtics and t l ~ c  Scnatc .  Tile I n t e r -  

pre taLion o f f e red  he re  s t a r t s  from t h e  b o t ~ o n ~  up, examlnlnp, tllc v n r l o r ~ s  

forms of women's cot l c c t i v e  a c t i o n  and a sk ing  wl~o wcre tllc p a r t  i c i l ~ : ~ n t s .  

wllat were t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  and ho r~  changes i n  economlr and pol1~Ic:nl 

s t r u c t u r e  from 1870 t o  1914 were movtng t h e s e  womcn t o  a c t .  

. Economic and P o l i t i c a l  Context 

Wl~en p o l i t i c s  i s  ~ ~ n d e r s t o o d  i n  a  I~rontl s c ~ ~ s o .  women cnn hc : I ~ : ~ I I  :IS 

p o l i t i c a l  a c r o r s  tryillp,  t o  i n f l t ~ e n c c  govcrnmcnt a u t l ~ o r i  t i c s  and Ll~nnc 111 

p o s i t i o n s  of economlc power i n  o rde r  Lo prcjlcct o r  promote the1 r  I ~ ~ t c r e s t s .  

The forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  of French womcn wcre c l o s e l y  c o n n c c ~ ~ c d  L O  'kt 

t he  p o l i t i c a l  system and wi th  t h e  economic and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  tlme 

du r ing  which they ac t ed .  Large s c a l e  s t r u c t t ~ r n l  change was unclc~ way In 

the  processes  of i n d u s t r l a l i z n t i o n ,  t ~ r h a n i z a t l o n  and p o l l t f c a l  conccn t r a t lon .  

In o rde r  t o  e s t a l ~ l i s l ~  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  a  I ~ r l c f  sketclt  o f  cconomlc and p o l i ~ l c n l  I 
developments fol lows,  i n  whlch women's ac t iv l t1c : s  i n  eco~~omy and fnmlly  n re  I 
noted . 



111 f n d ~ ~ : ; t r i n l  l z n t l o n ,  l a b o r  nnd r e s o u r c e s  s l ~ i f t c d  away from pr'mary 

p r o d r ~ c t i o n  ( n g r l c u l t r ~ r c ,  f l s l ~ i n g ,  f o r e s t r y )  toward m a n ~ ~ l a c t u r i n g  and 

commcrc in l  and s e r v i c e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The s c a l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e n s e d ,  

and t h e  f a c t o r y  c v e n t r ~ a l l y  r e p l a c e d  t h e  household  a s  t h e  l o c u s  o f  p rp-  

d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y .  In  F r a n c e ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was v e r y  

g r n d u n l ,  and i t  n f f e c l c d  d 1 f C e r e n t  g r o u p s  and geographic a r e a s  a t  d i f f e r -  

e n t  r a t e s  and t i m e s .  Over t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  s m a l l  u n i t s  o f  

p ror luc t ion  mcnnt n  d e c l i n i n g  nc~mber o f  p r o p e r t i e d  p e a s a n t s  and a r t i s a n a l  ' 

c r a f t s m c ~ ~ ,  nnd nn i n c r c n s c  i n  p r o l e t a r i a n  p r o p e r t y l e s s  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  f o r  

wages ,  i n  c t  Ly o r  c o u n t r y .  

Frnnce  harl I t s  modern i n d u s t r i a l  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  The smokey r e d  

b r i c k  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r l c s  o f  Roubaix and  T o u r c o i n g  p l ~ y s i c a l l y  resemhled  

t h o s e  o f  I .nncasIi irc;  t h e  c o n 1  mines  o f  t h e  Nord and  t h e  Pas-de-Cala i s  r e -  

sembled t h o s e  o f  ~ o r k s h i r 6  and  S o u t h  Wales.  Yet f i g u r e s  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  

c o n s ~ ~ m p t l o n  o l  i n d ~ ~ s t r i n l  p r o d u c t s  show t h a t  a l t h o u g h  F r e n c h  i n d u s t r y  was 

c rowing  v e r y  r n p l d l y  between 1 8 8 0  and 1 9 0 0 ,  i t  logged  f a r  h e h i n d  B r i t a i n  

I n  a l l  i n d l c a ~ o r s  o f  i ~ ~ d r ~ s t r i n l  g rowth .  

Sc1r:ctcd T n d i c a t o r s  o f  I n d u s t r l a l  A c t l v i t y  

1680  1 9 0 0  -- 
Frnncc  Unl t c d  Klngdom Frnnce  U n i t e d  Kingdom 

k l l o s  row 
c o t t o n  c o n s ~ ~ m p -  2 . 6  1 7 . 1  4 . 5  l R . l  
Llon p e r  i~ i l in l i i -  
t a n t  I .  

P 8 ' . : 
k i l o s  c a s t  lr611 
Lron produced ,  46  
p e r  i n l ~ a h i -  2 20 220 

t a n t  

k l l o s  c o a l  
consnmpt lnn  
p e r  I n l ~ n b l t a n t  740 3740 1200 4070 

motor  f o r c e  i n  1 4  ' 5 8  ' 46 , 2 2 0  (1907) 
horsepower  p e r  
1000  111l1nlil t n n t s  
( e x c  l r ~ d  l I I ~  t r r ~ n s -  
p o r t 3  

S o r ~ r c c :  Paul n n i r o c l ~ ,  "Nivrnux cle clLvelopcmcnt &onomiql~c  d e  1810  1910." 
A n r ~ ; ~ l c s ,  I:. S. C . ,  2012 ~ n n &  (November - I ) c c ~ ~ m h e r ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  1102 ,  1 1 0 4 ,  - - - --- - 
1107, 1108. 

Even a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  n l n c t e e ~ ~ t l ~  c e n t u r y  , m11c11 I ' rcncl~ m n n u f n c t u r l n g  

t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h o ~ ~ s e h o l d s  o f  p c n s n n t s  nnd c r n l t s m ( ? n  o r  i n  smnl l  s c a l e  

work s h o p s .  F r a n c e ' s  l a h o r l n g  p o p u l a t  Inn  1 i  vcrl s c n t  tcrocl  L l l ro t~gl io t~ t  t h e  

c o u n t r y  I n  r u r a l  a n  w e l l  a s  u r h a n  a r e a s ,  " so  t l ~ n t  LIII: d l r : t l n c t t o n  hetwr:en 

i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r l c ~ ~ l t u r n l  work Is o f t m  a r t i i i c i n l . " "  

I n  F r a n c e .  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  I l r l t n l n ,  t h e  smnl l  Cnmlly-run p e a s a n t  

fa rm p r e d o m i n a t e d .  T h e r e  were  r c g l o n n l  v a r i n t l o n s  t o  be s u r e .  I n  t h e  

n o r t h ,  and  a round t h e  r e a l l y  l a r g e  c l t i e s ,  l a r g e r  f a r m e r s  l ~ i r c d  s ~ l h s l s - . '  I 

t e n c e  p e a s a n t s  and p r o p e r t y l e s s  w o r k e r s .  n u t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  Lownrd "nn' j l  ' 1 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n ~ ~ m h e r  o f  s m a l l  owners  wliose a s s e t s  c o n s i s t e r l  o f  no more 1 

t h a n  a  house ,  n  g a r d e n ,  and  o n e  o r  two C l e l d s . .  ." c o n t l n ~ ~ c d  111 t h e  p c r l o d .  1 

At t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h i s  deve lopment ,  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  t l ~ e r e  were  3.5 m i l l i o n  

f a r m s  i n  ~ r a n c e . "  At m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  M:~rx I ~ o d  c lescr lhed  " t h e  

g r e a t  mass  o f  t h e  French  n a t i o n "  a s  a n  o g g l o m c r ; ~ t i o n  o f  nutonomolls I ln l t s" .  . . 
A s m a l l  h o l d i n g ,  a  p e a s a n t  and  h i s  fnml l y ;  n l o n g s l d c  t l~otn nnotI1t:r s m a l l -  

h o l d i n g ,  a n o t h e r  p e a s a n t  and f n m l l y . .  . ."I5 Tn 1959, a  n r l t I s 1 1  l ~ l s t o r l n n  

c o u l d  s t i l l  w r l t c .  " In  t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  :~nd a t  bo t tom,  Frnnct: L R  n  

P e a s a n t s '  ~ e p u b l l c . " ~ ~  Unl l k e  t h e  B r i t  l s l i  f n r m c r ,  L l ~ c  French  penvnnt  

cone  lnued t o  d~ .pend  o n  t h e  l a b o r  o f  111s i n m i l y ,  s o  w i v e s  nntl d : ~ ~ ~ p . l i t e r s  

l i v i n g  and  working  on  s m n l l  p e a s a n t  fnrms were nn i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  OF 

F r a n c e ' s  agricultural work f o r c e .  

The p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  a g r i c t ~ l t u r c  i n  P r a n c e  nccompnnlccl n  l o w e r  l e v e l  o f  

u r b a n i z a t i o n  t h a n  In  England.  By 1891. 72.5% o f  t h e  Engl lsli p o l ~ o l n t l o n  

l i v e d  i n  p l a c e s  o f  o v e r  2 ,000  I n l ~ a h L t n n t s .  32% l i v c d  In c l t l c s  o f  o v e r  

100 ,000 .  I n  F r a n c e .  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  comparnblc  f i g u r e s  were  37 .4% 

and 12%. Over t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  c e n t t l r y .  French  urbnn  p o p ~ ~ l n t i o n  ( I n  

c l t l e s  o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0 )  I n c r e a s e d  2.7 t i m e s ,  w l ~ l c h  I s  a l m o s t  t'l~c snmc r a t e  n s  

t h e  E n g l i s h  ( 2 . 9  t l m c s ) .  D e s p i t e  t h e  r n p l d  growth  o f  c l t  f a y .  I~owcvcr .  

F r a n c e  hnd a  m~lcli l e s s  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  Englnn<l.  
17 

I n d u s t r l a l  g r o w t h h n d  c r e a t e d  new k i n d s  o f  c i t l c s  111 F m n c c  hy t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s .  l ' l~c  t c x t l l r  c l t y  o f  t h e  Nord nncl mln lng  c l t y  o f  Ll~r ~ c i r d  :~nd  

Pas-cle-Calals  art! ex ;~mplcs .  , ' n ~ c s c  c i t  l c s .  : ~ l  t l i o r ~ g l ~  lye11 ( ~ r o d t ~ c t s  o f  In- 
.$@ " 



d ~ ~ s t r  i a l  l  z n t  I o n ,  l~ncl v e r y  cl 1  f  f c r c n t  l a h o r  f o r c e  c l ~ a r a c t e r l s t  f c s .  Tn t h e  

t c x t l l e  c i t y ,  t l r c r e  wns heavy  l a h o r  f o r c e  p a r t l c i p n t l o n  fly g l r l s  and  women, 

Inc luc l lng  some mnrr i~ :d  womcn. 111 t h e  m i n i n g  towns ,  most  j o h s  wcre  men's  

J o b s .  ( : l r l s  rlld s11mc n u l x l l l a r y  work a round t l ~ o  m l n e s ,  o r  wcre  s e r v a n t s ;  

wom6:n were  s c a m s t r e s s o s  o r  s t o r e  o r  c a f e  k e e p e r s ,  i f  t l ~ c y  worked. The 

d l v l s l o n  o f  l a b o r  by s e x  i n  t h e  c o a l  m i n e r s '  o r  m e t a l  w o r k e r s '  f a m i l i e s  

a r e  c s p e c l a l l y  s h a r p .  Elcn and b o y s  worked I n  h e a v y ,  e x h a l ~ s t i n g  l a h o r  r e -  

moved From t h e  I ~ o ~ ~ s e l ~ o l d . ,  $Women s t a y e d  i n  t h e  homc, r e s p o n s i h l e  f o r  house-  
4*:&, 

work and c l ~ l l d  b c a r l n g  nnd,$renrlng.  Only  l l m i t c d  f e m a l e  wage e a r n l n g  went . 
on.  Elost French  c l1 .1~: ;  d l d  n o t  hnve  t h e  p e c ~ ~ l  l n r  l a h o r  f o r c e  c h n r n c t e r -  

I s t i c s  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  c i t y  o r  t h e  m i n i n g  town. I n  o t l ) e r  towns and  c i t y ,  

p11h1lc admln l s t r n t  Ion ,  commerce and s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  p r o d u c i n g  d i r e c t l y  

f o r  consllmcrs were  common. I n  t h e s e  c i t i e s ,  women worked p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  

garment  I n d u s t r y ,  food p r o d t ~ c t i o n ,  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e  and  In t h e  t o b a c c o  

m o ~ ~ o p o l  y  p l a n t s .  T I ~ c r r  w r r c  a l s o  many i r k a n  womcn i n  i n f o r m a l  , cas t la1  

. I:rhor a s  c a r t e r s ,  p e t t y  t  r a d c r s ,  s t r e e t  h a w k e r s ,  l a u n d r c s s c s .  Women In 

Llrc c l t  l e s  were morcs 1 lk t : ly  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  p c a s n n t  h o ~ ~ s c l ~ o l d s  t o  e a r n  i n -  

t l i v l d u n l  wages l o r  t l ~ t : i r  work. The d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  h o u s c l ~ o l d  mode o f  pro-  

d u c t  ion  In t.lw u r h a n  s e c t o r  meant Ellat e v e n  i f  t h e y  worked a t  home, women 

w8:re no  l o n g e r  p a r t  o f  a  f a m i l y  p r o d u c t i v e  u n i t .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  worked f o r  

all cmploycr  wl~o p n l d  tlwm a  wage. Marr ied  women I n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  

workvd l 1 1 1 c - r r n l t t c ~ ~ ~ l y ,  d o l n g  l a ~ ~ n d r y ,  c l e a n i n g .  a n d  t h e  I l k c ,  f o r  t l ~ c y  

11:1rl Irt.nvy I I I ~ ~  rcnslltJtls l l r l l  1 t  1 ~ s  0140. Women's work l ~ a d  cllanged r a t h e r  

/ l i t t l c :  t l ~ e  m . ~ l u r l L y  r ) l  worlt lng womcn had j o b s  wit11 low J r v c l s  o f  s k i l l  

and  low producLlv lLy s l m i l a r  t o  t l ~ o s e  t h a t  had I ~ e e n  womcn's work f o r  cen-  I 

t u r l c s .  

& By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  Ilowcvcr, t h e  deve lopment  o f  t h e  t e r t i a r y  s e c t o r  w d  

'_': p r o v l d l n ~  new t y p e s  o f  J q h s  [ o r  womcn. As d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  lncrcased!$iid 

organization' o f  t i l e  economy grew, h u r e a t ~ c r a t i c  and 

cxpnnded. C l c r k s ,  t y p i s t s  and  s c c r e t a r l e s  

Increasing n ~ ~ m h e r  t o  s t a f  f  company and  t o  f  1  ll government pos t  t Ions .  

d .. 

L a r g e r  s c a l e  p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n  was accompanied by l a r g e r  s c a l e  d l s t r l h u t i o n .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e ,  w i t h  i t s  army o f  s a l e s  c l e r k s ,  was b o r n  In I 'n r l s .  Comp111- 

s o r y  pr jmnry  e d u c a t  Ion  meant t h a t  t c*ac l lc rs  were  nccclc~l.  whi l  c  govcrnmcnt 

e x p a n s i o n  o f  commllnicntlon and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  dcmanded w o r k r r s  i n  t h c s c  

a r e a s  a s  w c l l .  R e l a t l v c l y  h f g h  wages i n  l ~ e a v y  l r r d r ~ s t r y  c o n t l n u c d  t o  draw 

male  w o r k e r s .  The c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  n g r i c u l t r ~ r e  r e d u c e d  t h e  s u p p l y  

o f  a v a i l a b l e  w o r k e r s  I n  t h e  u r h a n  s e c t o r .  C o n f r o n t e d  w l t h  a  s h o r t n g c  o l  

male  w o r k c r s ,  and  a l a r g e  demand f o r  w h i t e  c o l l a r  w o r k c r s ,  e m p l o y e r s  hc- 

gan  t o  r e c r u i t  womcn. As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  t w e n t i c t l ~  c e n t u r y  saw a  " n ~ l g r n t i o n "  

o f  women from i n d u s t r i a l  and  domcst LC p r o d u c t  loll I n t o  a o d e r n  t e r t  l:lry rm- 

p loyment .18  I n  F r a n c e ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  had o n l y  hegun Ily 191L. T t  was Lo 

he  slowed f u r t h e r  by t h e  war y e a r s ,  i n  w h l c l ~  womcn t o o k  men ' s  p l a c e s  In 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  F r e n c h  econonly, In t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  WILII 

which t h i s  p a p e r  is  c o n c e r n e d ,  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  hy t h e  c o n t  l n ~ ~ l n g  Iml~or- 

t a n c e  of p e a s a n t  a g r i c ~ ~ l t u r e ,  s m a l l  s c n l e  m a n u l n c t l ~ r e  and commerce 111 

c i t i e s ,  l a r g e  s c a l e ,  l n d u s t r l a l l z e d  e n c l a v e s ,  and a  growlng  t e r t i a r y  s e c t o r .  

T l ~ e  f a m i l y ,  t h e n ,  d l d  n o t  d i s a p p e a r  a s  n  p r o d ~ ~ c t i v r ,  u n i t  In  F r a n c e  In  

t l11s  p e r i o d .  The p e a s a n t  f a m i l y  h o l d l n g  w;~s t h e y  ~ y p l c a l  o r g n n l z a t l o n  o f  

n g r i c u l t r ~ r c .  I n  t l ~ c  m l d d l e  c l a s s ,  t h e  f a m i l y  mn~lagcd p r o p e r t y  and c a p i t a l .  

Tlle c o n t i n t l a t i o n  o f - t h ;  cus tom o f  dowry g a v e  womcsn n  s t . ~ k c  In  Ll~e  e c o n o ~ n l c  

o f  t.hk f a m i l y  s h e  and  h e r  l ~ u s h a n d  formed on  t l ~ c l r  marr fngo .  111 

i c l a s s e s  a's w c l l  a s  t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  m n r r i a g c  was an economlc 

nd Enmily was a n  i n s t i t r t t  ion whlch protected and  d c v c l o p c d  j o l ~ l t l y  

s f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  and  t h e  f u t u r e .  I:ven among I n t h ~ s t r l n l  w o r k c r s  

where  t h e  f a m i l y  economy had d i s a p p e a r e d  nnrl 111cIlvidunl w;~go c a r ~ ~ l n g  l~arl  

t a k e n  o v e r .  however,  t h e r e  was a  r e s l d u a l  Lnvo1vcmt:nt o t  L I E  f a m l l y  w l L l ~  

p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h  f a m i l y  d e c l s l o n  m a k l ~ l g  and faml l  y  

s t r a t e g i e s  a b o u t  whlcll p e r s o n s  w o ~ ~ l d  e n t n  wngcs In or r lc r  L O  n c c t ~ m ~ ~ l a t c  n r e d c d  

c a s h  f o r  consrtmption n e e d s .  S u r p l u s  c a s h ,  o n c c  S I I C I I  n e e d s  were  s a t l s f  l o d .  

had t o  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  o t h e r  u s e s .  Aj:ain t l l c  f n m l l y  unlL wns t l ~ c  l o c r ~ s  o f  

s t r a t e g y  c l c c l ~ l o n s .  Proc luc t ion  d i c t a t e s  t l ~ c  ~ l r c r l  f o r  r c p r o d u r t l o n  o f  t l ~ c  



l o b o r  f o r c e ,  nnd t l ~ c  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  s h a p e s  r e p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n  d e c i s i o n s .  

~ c v e ~ ~ t h c l e ) ~ s . , l n  t l ~ c  p r o c c s s c s  o f  I t ~ d u s t r i a l l z o t i o n  ond p r o l e t n r i n n l z a -  

t l o n ,  L l ~ r  I . ~ m l l y  111:lyed nn n c t l v c  r o l c  i n  d c t e r m l n i n g  s t r a t e g l c s  a h o u t  

\ w:~gv c o r n i n g ,  spcncllng,  1:l11 Id b c n r  l n g ,  c h i l d  n u r t t ~ r c .  T l ~ c  f a m t l  y ,  t l ~ c n .  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  m c d i o t c  between I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e  economic p r o c e s s e s  

i? which t h e y  found t l ~ e m s c l v c s .  T l ~ e  c o n t i n u i n g  c c n t r o l i t y  o f  f a m i l y  a s  

a n  n s s o c l n t i o n a l  r c f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  F r e n c h  was n o t  s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  

I d e o l o g y .  It was t h c  f a m l l y ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  r o l e  a s  nn  economic p r o d u c t i v e  

s o u r c e  For p r o p e r t i e d  and  wage ~ n r n i n g  p e r s o n s  t h a t  makes t h e  f a m i l y  s o  

c c n t r n l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  Frcncli  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and  F r e n c h  women's c o l -  

l e c t  l v c  a c t  Ion.  
1 7  

A l t l ~ o ~ t g l ~  t l ~ c  F r e n c l ~  economy was r e l a t i v e l y  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  nnd s m a l l  

s c a l e ,  French  p n l l t i c s  wcrc  c c n t r o l l z e d .  F r a n c e  11ad l o n g  been  a  cen-  

u n i t  f o r  p e a s n n t s  and c r a f t s m e n ,  $nd i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  r o l e  a s  economic r e -  

t r n l l z c d  n n t l o n  s t a t e ,  b u t  1870  marks a  b r e n k  i n  reg ime.  The Second 

Fmplrc o f  I . n i ~ l s  Nnpolcan I ~ a d  Iicg~cn t o  l o o s e n  up c o n t r o l s  on  o r g n n i z n t t o n  

nnd n s s t ~ c l n t l o ~ i  In t l ~ v  l n t c  1 8 6 0 ' s .  Tlie reg imc bccame somcwliat more * r e p r c s c n t a t  l v c  nnd c o n n ~ ~ l  t a t  i v c .  I n  t h e  Franco-Pruss  inn  w a r ,  a  r e p u b l i c  

,,, was ~ ~ r o c l n ~ m c d ,  h u t  I t  wns u n a b l e  t o  s a v e  t h e  day .  F r a n c e  was crushingly 

d e f e a t e d .  011cc t h c  ncw rcg lme s u r r e n d e r e d ,  n f t e r  a  l o n g  s i e g e  o f  P a r i s ,  

cvcn  t l ~ c  r c p u b l l c  was 111 t e u b t ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n s  b r o u g h t  I n  a  v e r y  
r 

c o n s c r v o t i v e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  many who supported a  

1 

r c s t o r e d  monnrcl~y.  T h i s  wos t h e  s i t u a t i o n  whicli s p u r r e d  P a r i s  t o  d e c l a r e  

l t n c l f  on nutonornous communc and  l n t e r  l e d  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  c i t y  by 

t h e  govcrnmcnt , q u a r t e r e d  i n  V c r s e t l l e s .  

I n  ~ h c  y e a r s  f o l l o w l n g  t l i c  Commune, a  r e p u b l i c  form o f  governmcnt was I 
I 

liammerecl o u t  In p m c t l c c .  'I'l~c Tli ird R e p u h l i c  Iiad no  c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  n  s e t  

o f  l c g l n l a t i v r  a c t s  d c f i ~ ~ c d  Its f i t r u c t u r e .  The s y s t e m  wns bnsecl on  u n l -  

v c r s n l  mn~ilrood s ~ f f r a g c : .  W I I ~ C I I  11nd F i r s t  been  p r o c l a i m e d  In 1848. 

T l ~ c  y c n r s  1870 t o  1914 saw n  c o n t i n u i n g  c c n t r a l l z u t i o n  and c o n c e n t r a -  

For cxample ,  p r o v i d f n p ,  compc~lsory  and  P r c r  p r l m n t y  e ~ l ~ ~ c n t  i o n ,  an11 t l ~ c  

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  work p l a c e s  t o  e n f o r c e  s a f e t y  s L a ~ ~ d a r c l s  an11 c l ~ l l ( l  I n l ~ o r  

"6 , '* 

I 

p r o l ~ i b l t l o n s .  P o l l t l c a l  p a r t i e s  had bcen  s l o w  t o  d e v r l o p  In I.'rnncc, h u t  

by t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and 1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e r e  wcrc  p o l l t l c a l  grotIps ~1111.11 n c t c d  c o l l c c -  

t i v e l y  on  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  In e l c c t l o n s ,  i n  l c g i s l n r i v c  v o t l t ~ g .  

and  i n  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t r i e s .  One o f  t l ~ c  mnfn  a r e a s  o f  p o l l L l c a 1  ngrccmcnt 

! 
among r e p u h l t c a n s  was n n t l c l e r i c a l l s m  and s e c ~ ~ l i ~ r i s m .  !.ahor, a s  a  con- 

s c i o u s  and  o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p ,  workcd wl t l ~  In v n r l o ~ ~ s  rep11111 lcnn :~nrl c , c - r  l  .I  l  I .;t 

p a r t i e s  i n  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c s  and  t l i ro t~gl i  s t r i k e s .  T l ~ e  n l r ~ c L c c ~ ~ L l ~  C C ~ I I L I I I  y  

a l t e r n t i o n  o f  power which  C h a r l e s  T i l l y  s p o k e  o f  t h l s  morning  -- "A n n t L n ~ ~ a -  

l i z a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r o l e  o f  s p e c l a l  p u r p o s e  a s s o c l n ~ l o n a ,  I 
\ 

a  d c c l i n e  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  communl t ies  a s  t h e  l o c l  o f  s l ~ n r c d  I n t e r e s t s .  

a growing  lmpor tnnce  o f  o r g a n i z e d  c a p i t o l  and orgnl l lzed  l a b o r  11s p a r t i -  

c i p a n t s  i n  power s t r ~ ~ g g l c s "  -- was r n p i d l  y  belnl: con~plcLc-(l 111 t h e  p c r l o d  

I870  t o  1914 .  

I n  sllmmnry, i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t l ~ c  F r c n c l ~  economy was s t i  I1 d c c c n t ~ n l  l z e d  . 
and s m a l l  s c a l e :  p e n s a n t  o g r l c u l t t ~ r e  d o m i n ; ~ t q i .  T l ~ c  fnml 1 y  n ~ ~ d  1111~1scliolcl 

cant lnucd i n  many c a s e s  t o  be  a  u n i t  OF p r o d u c t  I o n ,  and c v c n  wl1t.11 I t  was 
4%' n o t  t h e  p r o d u c t  l v e  r ~ n l t ,  I t  wasF t h e  g ~ ~ a r c l i a n  and  age t i t  o f  any  I n c l l v i ~ l u . ~ l ' s  

ebonomlc r e s o u r c e s .  French  p o l i t l c s  was c e n t r a l  l7cd  : I I I ~  n c l s l n l s t r , ~ ~ l o n  

and d e c i s i o n  making I ~ l g l ~ l y  c o n c e n t r n t c r l .  ' rhcse f ; ~ c t o r s  clofincd t h e  s t r u c -  

t u r e s  i n  which p e o p l e  were  l o c a t e d .  Any I n d i v i d u a l ' s  p o s l t l o ~ ~  In t h c s e  

s t r u c t u r e s  shaped  h i s  o r  h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  

How d o  women ond t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  F i t  i n t o  t l l c  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  power nnd 

how and when d o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  l e a d  women t o  a c t  c o l l c c t l v c l y ?  I.et 11s 

r e t u r n  now t o  t h c  c v c n t s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  o c t l o n  c l e s r r l l ~ c d  In t h e  I n t r o d u c -  

t i o n ,  t o  examlnc p a r t  l c i p a n t s ,  t l ~ e l  r  i n t c r r v s t :  , and  t l l c  !:rt l r T  opl)orl  un l  t l c n ,  

and  c i r c u m s t n n c c s  w l ~ l c h  l e d  t l ~ c m  t o  n c t .  

t l o n  o f  p o l l t l c a l  pout-r .  T l ~ c  c e n t r a l  government expandrd  I t s  s o c l a l  p rograms,  t 



.Women's I n t e r e s t s  and C o l l c c t i v c  A c t i o n  

The Commtrnc o f  P a r i s  n e e d s  t o  b e  examined from t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  

L' i x e  o r d i n a r y  p a r t l c i p a n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s .  A l o n g s i d e  t h e  r e -  

$$rd o f  t h e  womcn w l ~ o  wcre  a c t i v c  members o f  t h e  F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  o f  - * 
t h e  s e v e r a l  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h i n  P a r i s ,  o f  t h e  women who s p o k e  i n  

'i 

\ 
elre c l u b s  o f  t h e  g u a r t i c r s  wlricl~ s p r a n g  u p  f o l l o w i n g  e a r l i e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

cus tom,  must he p u t  t l ~ c  t e s t t m o n y  o f  a n  s u t h e n t j c  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  m i l i -  

t a r y  d c f e n s e  o f  t h e  Comnrune, V l c t o r i n e  0. V i c t o r i n e  was a  b o o t  s c w e r ,  h e r  

I~usbnnd.  Roucl~y. n  c o h h l e r .  ( I l r r  f a t h e r ,  a l s o  a n  a r t i s a n  and  w o r k e r  m i l i -  

t n n t ,  was t h e  son  o f  n  b o ~ ~ r g e o l s  f n m i l y . )  R e l a t i v e l y  w c l l  e d u c n t e d ,  a n d  

w c l l  p n l d ,  t l rc R o ~ ~ c l r y s  were  a c t l v e  i n  P a r i s  u n i t s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  

t h e  l n t e  1 8 6 0 ' s .  and t h c y  had been  among t h e  o r g f l n i z e r s  o f  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  

V i c t n r l n e ' s  d a i l y  l l f c ,  l i k e  t h n t  o f  many u r b a n  womcn o f  t h e  

p o p u l a r  c l a s s c s ,  l t ~ v o l v e d  h e r  i n  work o u t s i d e  t h e  home. V i c t o r l n e  R. 

r e s e n t e d  t h e  " p l t l f u l  wages" and  l o n g  h o u r s  o f  women w o r k e r s ,  who w e r e  

" f o r c c d  t o  l c a v c  t l ~ e l r  e l d e r l y  p a r e n t s  a n d  children" i n  o r d e r  t o  work.  

S l ~ c  p i t t e d  tllu p l  l g l ~ t  o f  won~cn' who, o u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  wage work,  werc  
q:, 

u ~ r , i ~ I ' e ' p e r s o n n l i y  t o  c a r e  f o r  t l l e l r  ow; c 1 1 i l d r r n . ~ ~  She h e r s e l f  l o s t  h e r  z s  
two LIOIIH,  a l t l r o ~ ~ g l ~  SIII: was a h l c  t o  FInd and  pny For  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  

t l ~ c ' c l ~ l l ~ l r e n  r ~ n d  n l t l~ou{: l~  h e r  nrothcr n i d e d  h e r  with c h i l d  c a r e .  V i c t o r i n e  b 
0 .  cxpr tnsscs  l ~ c r c  t11c c r n f t s m n n ' s  i d e a l  s o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d  by Proudhon and  

o t h e r s ,  of  t l l c  w l f e  I n  t h e  home, even  though h e r  own l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e  was 

quite d t f f e r c n t .  

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  t l ~ e  occasional feminism,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  v i g o r o u s  In- 

d l v l d u n l l s m  o f  t h e  h c t t c r  known women m i l i t a n t  l e n d e r s ,  s u c h  a s  I .nu ise  

M l r h c l .  V l c t o r l n c  R . ' s  memoirs b r i n g  u s  u p  s h o r t .  S l ~ c  had evidently bccn 

nskcd  mnny t lmcs n h o ~ ~ t  1,011ise Mlche l  and  t h e  women's g r o u p s ,  f o r  s h e  

w r i t e s  tlknt s h c  mct E l l c l ~ c l  o n l y  o n c e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  Commune c lc fcnse .  Michel 

nskcd  11er t o  jo111 n  d c f c n s c  groulp. "I d i d n ' t  know a n y t l ~ i n g  a h o u t  t h e  

f u m l n l n e  movomr:nt," w r l c e s  V l c t o r l n e ,  "I n e v e r  p u t  my f o o t  I n t o  n  puhl i c  

mt.ct l ~ r g .  I t  wt1111d he I m p o s ~ l l , l ~ :  f o r  me ( t o  j o l n  El l rhc l )  f o r  I ' d  promi.;cd 

my I r l c n d s  n c v c r  t o  :~hnndon tlrcm.. ."" 

Jean  Mni t ron  Ilns done  nn :111:11ysls of t lrc s o c i n l  c l ~ n ~ . n c L e r l a t  l c s  o f  1 1 5  

womcn w l ~ o s c  d o s s i c r s  a r e  i n  t h e  o r c l ~ i v c s  b c c a ~ ~ s c  t h e y  wcrc  t r i e d  n ~ r d  con- 

v i c t e d  by jugemcnts  c o n t r a d i c t o l r c s .  Only two of t lrc wnmcn. I . o ~ i l s c  Elichcl 

and N a t a l l c  1.c Elc l l ,  wcrc  well-known m i l i t a n t s .  I l emogrn( ) l~ lcn l ly  and occ11- 

p a t i o n a l l y ,  t l rcse  women s t r o n g l y  r e s e m h l c  V i c t o r l ~ ~ c  n .  Elost o f  c l ~ c  wornell 

(62%)  wcre  nged 30 t o  50 ;  75% w e r c  m 3 r r l e d  o r  widows. 83% o f  t l losc  f o r  

wl~om o c c ~ ~ p n t i o n s  were  g l v c n  wcrc w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  and ;llmosc 50% o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s  w c r c  i n  t h e  c l o t l ~ l n g  t r n d ~ s . ' ~  The t y p l c n l  male com~n~~nnrcl  was 

a l s o  a  w o r k e r ,  b u t  a n  " e l i t e  worker" a c c o r d i n g  t n  J n c q ~ ~ c s  Kougcr lc 'n  nnnly-  

s i s .  R e l a t i v e l y  few o f  them were  t r u e  p r o l e t a r i n n s . 2 t '  Y c t ,  t h e  s p ~ a l l  s c n l c ,  

c r a f t - o r g a n i z e d  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  P a r i s  were I n c r c n s l ~ r g l  y  I l e l ~ ~ g  r~nc lc rn~lned .  

C r a f t s m e n  were  on  t h e  d e f e n s l v e  t o  p r e s c w e  c o n t r o l  o v c r  c l l c l r  own work. 

The i n t e r e s t s  o f  women and men Communnrds wcrc t h o s e  o f  c r a f t s p c o p l e  

i n  a  c h a n g i n g  p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m .  V l c t o r l n c  n .  c x p l n i n s  t l ~ e  c n u s c  of clrc 

Commune a s  d e s l  r c  f o r  p o l l  t i c a l  n s s o c i a t  Ion nncl r c p u h l l c a n  govcrnmcnt a s  

a  means t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h n t  w o r k e r s '  voices.wo11lc1 I)c I~uarcl:  "Ry ntcatls o f  

t h e  r c p u b l  l c ,  t o  a r r i v e  n t  a n  improvcn~cnt  In  s r r c l e t y  hy mr:ons o f  p.nvcrn- 

ment a c t i o n ,  n o t  Ily means o f  t h e  s o c i n l  r c p t ~ b l l c  ( f o r  o n l y  :I m l n o r l t y  o f  

tlrc Communards f a v o r r d  t l l l s .  ) 

" The Communnrds wonted a  morc cq111 t o h l e ,  morc hr~lnn~re Hcpr~bl l c .  'Ilrc 

Commune would c o n c e r n  I t s e l f  w i t h  l o c a l  n f f ; ~ i r s . " ~ ~  

V i c t o r i n e  B. spoke  f o r  a  r e a c t i v e  j n t e r e s t  w i t l ~ l n  t h r  d c f c n d c r s  o f  L l ~ c  

Commune. She  v o i c e s  n o t  o t  a l l  t h e  r a d l c a l  program w h i c l ~  was d c h n t r d  i n  

t h e  c l u b s :  t h e  s o c i n l  r e p u b l i c ,  t h e  c r l t l c i s m  o f  t lrc c l ~ r ~ r c h ,  t h e  d c f c ~ r s c  

o f  common lnw r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i l l c g i  t lmnte c l ~ i  l d r c n ' s  

r i g h t s .  As i n  most r e v o l t t t i o n s ,  t l ~ e r e  was n  c o ~ ~ v o r s l o n  111 Comm~~nc~rd  ( 

c o l l e c t l v c  a c t i o n  o f  n  r a n g e  o f  i n t c r c s t s ,  w l ~ l c l ~  I n l c r s c c t c ~ l  t c m p n r n r l  l y .  

V l c t o r i n e  B. I s  l e s s  well-known t h a n  L o u l s e  Mlclrcl ,  b u t  lrcr i n L c r c s L s  and 

I d e a s  may I ~ n v e  hcen  more t y p i c a l .  h 
I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  o p p o r t ~ ~ n l  t y ,  nncl I~~clcccl  LI I I :  n r r c s s i t y  l o  :let Jo1n1:d , 

thcm when t h e  govr rnmcnt  a t  t n c k c d  t h e  Comm~~nc. I!vcryo~rc w.~s  nccdcd 111 t h e  

4- . . . . ;;& ,\ 
' 





The c o a l  m l n r r ' s  w l v e s  p r o t e s t  was a l s o  c l a s s - b a s e d ,  h u t  t h e i r  c l a s s  

c o l l e c t i v e  o c ~ i o ~ ~  was medln tcd  by t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  which 

mlnc f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  and  worked.  The mine wiEe was e x c e p t i o n a l  among w o r k e r s '  

w i v e s  i n  h e r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  I n  work-connected s t r u g g l e s .  More o f t e n  

t h a n  n o t ,  s h e  had h e r s e l f  worked aL t h e  mine when a  g i r l ,  a s  a  c a r r i e r  o r  
9.4% 

a o r , t e r  o f  c o a l :  s h e  knew tl12 work o f  t h e  mine.  As a  w i f e ,  s h e  had t o  d e a l  
', . 

wj t h  t h e  compnny a s  a  1n;ldlhrd a ~ ~ t l  a s  t h e  owner of t h e  s t o r e ,  d i s t r i h u t o r  o f  

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  nnd even  somct lmcs  s c h o o l i n g .  M i c h e l l e  P e r r o t  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  

mlne s t r i k e  was an " a f f a i r  o f  t h e  L r i b e :  commit ted ,  t h e  women d e m o n s t r a t e d  

u n c q ~ ~ a l l e d  tenacity, s e e k i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  a i d ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  o r g a n i z i n g  

t h e  s l l m  r e s o n r c c s  o f  s t r l k c r s ,  b o o s t i n g  t h e  f l a g g i n g  m o r a l e  o f  t h e  mcn, i n -  

v o l v t n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  p o l l c i n g  o f  t h e  s t r i k e .  At t h e  t i m e  t h e  s h i f t  

o f  w o r k c r s  chnngcd ,  t l ~ c y  s t o o d  a c t o s s  t h e  r a n d s ,  b l o c k e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p i t s . .  ." 31 

The women tlcmonsl r n t  l n g  a t  Lhc t r a i n  s t a t i o n  o f  Bi l ly -Mont igny  were  

c o l l e c L i v e l y  s e e k i n g  LO c l l s c l p l i n c  t h e  woman who, t h e y  b e l i e v e d  had b e t r a y e d  

t h e  s t r i k l n p ,  w o r k c r s .  Yet t h e  second  women'a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e s  a n o t h e r  

a s p e c t  of mlnc w i v e s '  l i v e s :  ~hc: e x t r e m e  d i v i f i i o n  o f  l a b o r  i n  t h e  householcl ,  

and t l lc  (11-pcndcncc of t l ~ c  w i f e  o n  h e r  husband n s  a  wage e a r n e r .  Her own r e -  

s p o n s l b l  l l t y ,  t o r  ~ l ~ c  I I I I I I S C  and c l ~ i l d r e n ,  was t ime-cons~lming ,  h u t  Lhc d e a t h  

o f  h e r  wage e a r n e r  w:~:r n  s e v e r e  hlow t o  t h e  mine w i f e ,  l i v i n g  i n  a  commtlnity 

whcre i t  was l i k e l y  t o  he  d i f f l c ~ ~ l t  f o r  a  woman t o  s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f .  T h e s e  

two I n t c r e s L s ,  L l~cn .  L ~ I C  s o l i d a r i t y  among w o r k e r s ,  and  t h e  dependence  of t h e  

a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  

1906. Al though t h e r e  a r e  e l e m e n t s  

i n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of t h e  w i v e s  
w 3  WIIO ~ r o t e s t e c l  t h e  s l o w n e s s  of mine r e s c u e  o p e r a t i o n s .  t h e  o t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

w % . ~ r o a c t l v e  i n  i t s  e f f o r t  Lo p o l i c e  c l a s s  s o l i d a r l t y .  The form chosen  f o r  

h o t h  a c t l o n s  wns n  f n m i l l n r  o n e  In  t u r n  oE t h e  c e n t u r y  F r a n c e ,  t h e  demons t ra -  

t t i p n  ;.hprocesslon. T l ~ i s  t i m e  t h e  women marched behind  f l a g s  d r a p e d  i n  b l a c k ,  

', recalling t h e  d l s n s t c r  w l ~ l c l ~  p r o v l d c d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h e  

Foodsprote. ; t  by Lhe women o f  M a ~ ~ h e ~ ~ p , c  and  i t s  r e ~ l o n  1s ~ n o t l l c r  v n r l a L l o n  

o f  work ing  c l a s s  women's c o l l e c t t v e  a c t i o n .  I L  s l i n r c s  w i t h  L I I C  mlne w i v e s '  dcn~on- 

s t r a t i o n  i t s  o r i g i n  among women who l i v e d  I n  I ~ o ~ ~ s c h o l r l s  w i t h  a  s t r i c t  d l v l s l o n  o f  

l a b o r .  The food  p r i c e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  began I n  a  meta l  work ing  a r e a  i n  w l ~ i c h  Lllc 

l a b o r  marke t  s i t u a t i o n  and f a m i l i a l  r o l e  o f  w i v e s  was simi1.1r t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  

mines .  The l s b o r  f o r c e  was p r i m a r i l y  male  i n  t h e s e  towns ;  t h e i r  wnrk was 11e:lvy 

and e x h n u s t i n ~ .  Such w o r k r r s  l e f t  house  work and c h i l d  rearin!;  t o  Lllci r  w l v r s .  

who were  e x p e c t e d ,  111 t u r n ,  t o  u s e  male wol:cs t o  p ~ ~ r c l ~ i w  a  comforLnhlc s t n n d n r d  

oE consumpt ion .  The contemporary  m o t t o ,  " t h e  mincr  In  11 i s  Iicrmc" ( " l e  mlneur cl1c7 

s o l " )  summed up t h e  n o t i o n  of t h e  home ss R haven  f.rom work,  a  haven i n t o  whlch 
rk 

t h e  mine w i f e ' s  e n e r g y  and t i m e  was t o  be  invested?kiIn s u c h  a  l ~ o ~ ~ s c l ~ o l t l  d i v l -  

s i o n  o f  l a b o r ,  t h e  w f F e l s  r o l e  RS w i s e  ConsIImer dr?s s p l i e n t .  9 , , 
I t  was j u s t  s u c h  won~cn. a c t i n g  a s  consumer i , .wl~o  I n t ~ n c h c d  t h e  fooh'  6 r o ~ c s t  

i n  1911. T h i s  consumer i n t e r e s t  r e c a l l s  t h e  r o l e  of womcn I n  g r a i n  and food 

r i o t s  jn  t h e  e f g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Women 1111cl 11 s l ~ e c i a l  con- 

c e r n  w l t h  t h e  consumpt ion  n e e d s  of t h e j r  f a m i l y .  I t  wns t h e y  wl~o  hncl t o  make 

s c a r c e  c a s h  s t r e t c h  t o  buy food when p r i c e s  r o s e .  Yet Lhcrc  wcre  ImporLnnt 

d i f f e r e n c e s  hc tween  t h e  p r o t e s t  o f  1911 ,  nntl t h a t  o f ,  s a y ,  1780. Old reg ime 

food p r o t e s t  c o n s c i o n s l y  r c f c r r e d  t o  t h e  s y s ~ e m  of o n L r r n n l i s t  r c o n ~ ~ m l c  nlnrkcL 
I 

r e g ~ ~ l n t i o n  by l o c a l  o r  roy:11 government.  The crowcl Ln t l lc  c i l : l ~ L c c ~ ~ t l ~  o r  e n l l y  ' 

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c lo imcd t o  be  defending t h e  t r a d i t t o r ~ a l  11pl1L o r  cus tom of 

l o c a l  constlmers t o  t h e  p r o d ~ ~ c t  o f  t h e i r  c o m m ~ ~ n l t y .  Informed Iiy t h c s c  I , r l l e f s ,  

men and women food r i o t e r s  invoked a n  e a r l i e r  j t ~ s t t c e  oC conslllner p r o t e c t i o n  
33 and t r i e d  t o  b l o c k  g r a i n  s h l p m e n t s  o r  s e t  p r i c e s  on h r e a d .  

The 1 9 1 1  food  p r o t e s t  b r o k e  o u t  f i r s t  i n  i r ~ d ~ ~ s t r i n l  a r e a s ,   no^ i n  a r e a s  

whose p r o d u c t s  were  b e i n g  s h i p p e d  o u t ,  d r i v l n g  up p r i c e s .  (I'rom L I I C  mctnl  nnd 

m i n i n g  a r e a s  of t h e  Nord,  t h e  p r o t e s t  s p r e a d  L O  Lhe L e x t l l c  i n c l ~ ~ s t r l n l  n r c n ;  

from t h c r c  i t  moved t o  n o n - i n d u s t r i a l ,  s p e c i n l i z c d  f a ~ n ~  are:lr ,  S I I C I I  a s  R u r g ~ ~ n t l y ,  

and f l n a l l y  t o  a r e a s  i n  L l ~ c  w e s t  where t h e r e  wcrc  a r s e n a l s  and nnvy y a r d s .  I I I  

1- 
which u r b a n  and f a m i l l a 1  d l v i s i o n  o f  l a h o r  were  a g n l n  s l m l l a r  t o  mlncs  nnd 

m e t a l  work ing . )  DemonstrnLtons wcrc o n l y  t a r d l  l y  1.111ncl1cd 111 r l t l c s  ' I I ICII  a s  
'$$ J 

8 P a r f s  were womcn worked f n  constlmer inc111sLry nntl s c r v l c e s .  'Ihcy o c c ~ ~ r c d  
!I' 



prlm;lrlly 111 In~ l~~uLr i : i l  a r c a s  ~ ~ O I I I I ~  wliich l i t t l e  food p r o d u ~ e d  and i l l  wl~tcli 

c o ~ l s ~ ~ n ~ p L l o ~ i  was I11gl1ly d i f  f c r c n t i : ~ t  cd from p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n .  
34 

The o b l c c t  oC p r l c c  f i x i n g  was l e s s  o f t e n  bread and g r a i n ,  b a s i c  d i e t  

i t ems ,  and more O ~ L C I I  butter, meat, eggs. The form OF p r o t e s t  was a l s o  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o ld  food r i o t .  l'lw p r o t e s t e r s  o f t e r ~  resembled s t r i k e r s  

more Lhan food r i o t c r s ,  s t r l k c r s  IJIIO t r i e d  t o  ba rga in  wi th  the  producers  and 

mcrcl~anLs i l l  t h e  ' n ~ a r k c t ~ ~ l a c c .  Once a  p r i c e  was agreed upon, they sought t o  

p o l i c e  Lhe ngrecmcnt,  J I ISL  a s  c o a l  miner ' s  wives po l i ced  t h e  s t r i k e .  Those 

who res ts tecl  t h e i r  demands, those  who t r i e d  t o  e lude  the  s e t  p r i c e  were 

a t t acked .  Tllc c o r r c ~ p o n d e n t  of I,e F igs ro  who f i l e d  a r e p o r t  from Elaubeuge 

employed Lhc s t r i k e  a l ~ a l o g ~  when Ile wrote  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  was "more than a  

. i t r l k c  but not  ~ I I ~ L C  a  c r ~ ~ s a d e " . ' ~  Michel le  P e r r o t  w r i t e s ,  "For doub t l e s s  

t h e  f i r s t  t lme, t h e  s t r l k e  became, i n  a  massive way, a  form o f  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

l ~ i g ~ i  p r i c c s . ~ ~ ~  

I.nhor unions qu ick ly  moved t o  ca t r l i  up w l t l ~  tlie p r o t e s t  and perhaps 

I e ~ d  I t .  Some of tlrc laLcr  L ~ r c i d c ~ ~ L s ,  such a s  t l ~ n s e  a t  C r c t l ,  near  P a r i s .  
I. 

Cl~.~r levi l , .n~ld  Mczi2res 111 t h e  Me~lsc v a l l e y .  followed t h e  e f f o r t s  hy C.C.T. 

speake r s  t o  sprc!ad the  word a l ) o ~ ~ t  r c s i s t a ~ l c e  t o  high p r i c e s .  In P a r i s ,  formal 

d c m o n s t r a t l o ~ ~ s  were organized by the  Union d e s  Synclicats de  l a  Seine .  
37 

I:vcn bcFc,tc Lllc 11111t~ti-i moved Lo Lake t h e  l end ,  however, s t 1  11  o t h e r  

aspects of t he  cot  l c c t  lvc  a c t i o n  c l e a r l y  dis t ingr l tshet l  i t  Prom o ld  regime 

food r i o t s .  The rlcmonslraLion of wonlen ill t h e  Mauheuge market wearillg red 

i n s i g n i a  arid slnglnp, Lhcir InLcrnatlonnl of Bu t t e r  borrowed a  new form oE 

p r o t c s t ,  t he  c l c m o ~ ~ s L r a t l o ~ ~ .  The committee s e t  up a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y ' s  inti- 

(lent was l i kewise  more formal anti nlore bo reauc ra t i c  than anything i n  t he  o l d  

regime Fooci r i o t s .  'Sl~cre r i o t e r s  shared a  s ense  of j u s t i c e  and of communal 

r i g l ~ L s  Irut no formal orl::~nlzntio~l.  Pnr t  nf t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was r111c t o  Lhc 111- 

f l u x  of men I l l to  t he  den~onstr i l t  l o ~ l s ,  men who "marclied wit11 red f l a g s ,  sang t h e  

I n t e r n ; ~ t l  nnnl , nnd I~clcl n ~ c e ~ i ~ ~ g n "  h ~ ~ t  L I I C  Elm~beugc I n c i c l e ~ ~ t  sl~ows t l ~ : ~  t  somc 

womcn s t  l e a s t  a l s o  cnllccl t~pon t h e  clemo~lstration a s  the1 r  model o f  co l l ecL ive  

ncLion. 
311 

I t  was t h e  coiistimer i n t e r e s t  of worklnp, c l a s s  wlvcs w l ~ i c l ~  led them t o  

p r o t e s t  i n  1911:. t he  higli p r l c e s  ancl sl~ort.n~:cs oC L ~ I : I ~  y c i ~ r  g:~vc tl~cm tllc 

occasion f o r  exp res s ing  t l l e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  forms of cot  l c c t i v c  a c t  1011. the  s t r i k e  

and t h e ~ d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  which were nvai lnhl 'e  i n  t he  rcpcr t :o i rc  of contemporary 

p o l i t i c a l  strllgl:lc. 

.The wine growers who rose  t o  p r o t c s t  concllt lolls nf tllc I . : i~lgl~c~loci;~n 

wine indus t ry  i n  1907 were men and women wllo owned sm;~ l l  I ~ o l r l l n ~ : ~  and d id  

s k i l l e d  l abo r  i n  t he  vineyards  of l a r g e r  I.nndowncrs. llarvey SIIII t l ~  h i ~ s  sl~own 

, . t h a t  i n  many ways t h e  winegrowers were cultivators wi;l~ a r t t s n ~ ~ : ~ l  c l~; l rnctcr-  

i s t t c s  -- s k i l l ,  s p i r i t  of independence and co rpora t c  i d e n t i t y .  Conlpcttl:io~i 

from l a r g e r ,  more e f f i c i e n t  v ineyards  inc re?s lng ly  put t h e  s m a l l l ~ o l d e r / s k i l I c d  

worker under economic p re s su re .  ' T h e  small l ln ldcrs  a l l i e d  t l~cmsclves  witlf 

p r o p e r t y l e s s  l a b o r e r s  i n  1907, t h u s  producing a  Ilt~ge ; ~ ~ ~ c i l e ~ ~ c c  f o r  protest:  

meetings and thousands of marching demons t r a to r s .  Accorcllng t o  Sn~l tl i .  1907 

was the  culminat ion of ahout t en  ycnrs  p r o t e s t .  "tllc r c : :~~ l t .  of e f f o r t s  t ;~kcn 

by t h e  body of s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  workmen 111 t l ~ c  v l l l : ~ g c  t o  ~lcfcncl L l ~ c l r  

p o s l t i o n  from f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  whi l e  a t tempt  lng s l n ~ u l  t n ~ l c o l ~ s l y  t o  prc- 

pa re  a  reorgal l iza t io t l  f o  t he  v i l l a g e  con~munl t y  a1c111g Ll~c l l l ~ c s  r II;IL w o ~ ~ l d  

ensu re  t h e  s e c t ~ r i t y  of t h e i r  chilclren i n  t h e  ~ u t u r a . " ~ ! '  ' ~ I I C  wlvcs :IIIII 

d a u g l ~ t c r s  of t he  smallholder winegrower took arl n c t l v c  r o l e  111 c l ~ l ~ l v ; ~ ~ l o n .  

The l r  work'nnd t h e i r  f u t u r e  was c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  tlie s ~ ~ ~ : c c s s  01. r a i l u r c  of tllc 

family  Ilnlding. I.ike t h e  women of t h e  c r a f t s  famlll 'cs of I 'aris wl~o fol lg l~t  i n  

t h c  Commune, t h e  l~ouscliold o rgan iza t ion  of work and t l ~ c  conlnl~~~lnl I.1nku among 

working householcls brought them t o  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t t o ~ l .  Elally o f  t l ~ c  w;~ge Inhor- . ,  
e r s  who were involved i n  1907 demonstra t ions  nctccl h e c n ~ ~ s c  of  t l ~ c i r  ow11 poor 

h a r v e s t s .  A speaker  a t  t l ~ c  ngr icnl ' turnl  workers '  collgrcss t l ~ ; ~ t  year  t~otccl.  

"we a r e  a l l  both woikers and sma l l  ho lde r s . "40  P r n l c t a r l : ~ ~ ~ l z n t  lo11 of small 

ho ldc r s  l i k e  p r o l c t a r i a n i z a t i o ~ ~  oC a r t i s a n s  mobili.zed ;11l, mcmhcrn o f  t l ~ c  IIOI ISC-  

hold f o r  p r o t c s t .  

Despt tc  t l ~ c  r e a c t i v e  a spec t  of t h e  w i ~ ~ e  growers'  col  lct:t lvc  act. loll, t:lle 

form.of  t h e  a c t i o n  i s  p a r a l l c l  t o  proactive p r o t e s t  s11cl1 a s  tl~:lt  of orl::~nlzecl 



l abo r  o r  p o l i t l c n l  p a r t i e s .  The g t g a n t i c  demonstra t ion,  w i th  i t s  s ea  of 

people ,  i t s  h ~ ~ n n e r s ,  i ts  p laca rds  had l i t t l e  i n  common with  r u r a l  p r o t e s t  

of tlie p a s t .  A t  t imes ,  speake r s  addressed t h e  assemhled throng,  and u n i t s  

organlzcd hy communes mnrcl~cd p a s t .  They had come i n  by s p e c i a l  t r a i n :  a t  

t h e  end of t h e  day they dispersed t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  t o  plan t h e i r  appe.1rance 

a t  t h e  n e x t ,  and InrgcsL dcmnnstra t ion.  ~ o n t p e t l i c r .  on June 9 ,  1907. The i r  

demons t r ;~ t lons  and p e t i t i o n s  were d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  Par l iament  and t h e  premier , 
Clemenceou. They ac t ed  in  the  con tex t  of p o l i t i c s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  

French Women's I n t e r e s t s  and Feminism 

This  t ou r  dc  F y e c e  of women's c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  has  sl~own how women 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  when t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  were involved and when oppor tun i ty  o r  need 

t o  defend o ld  r i g h t s  o r  make new cla ims f o r  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  occured.  French- 

women's c o l l e c t i v e  a c t l o n  was l inked t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  t h e i r  r o l e  

111 the  p roduc t ive  p rocess ,  t o  t h e i r  consumer r o l e  i n  t h e  11nuseh;ld d i v i s i o n  

of l i ~ b o r ,  and finally t o  t h e i r  involvement i n  co rnun i ty  o r  formal a s s o c i a t i o n s .  

We r e t u r n  L O  t l ~ e  P a r i s i a n  f e m t n i s t s  t o  ask aga in  when and how o t h e r  

women's in t c r e s t  InLcrsccted wi th  Ll~e f emin i s t  program. Women i n  peasant  

ancl a r t l s a n  households cnrncd i n f l ~ ~ c n c e  i n  tlie household t l~rougl i  t h e i r  con- 

t r i h c ~ t i o n  t o  t he  colmnon economlc e n t e r p r i s e .  They played t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  

household d l v i s ( o n  o r  I :~hor .  Formal p o l i t i c a l  involvement of t h e  household 

uniL was by way of I t s  Iiead. To Ll~c f e m i n i s t s ,  t h i s  was an abomination; t o  

t h e  peasant  w i fe ,  t l ~ l s  ref lecLed he r  htrsband'a p u b l i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  t h r  110i1scl10ld u n i t  a s  an n g r i c n l t ~ ~ r a l  product ion u n i t ,  a s  a  taxpaying u n i t ,  

a8  n  c o n t r l h u t o r  of young men t o  m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  Each person i n  t h e  

I ~ n u s e l ~ o l d  con t r ibu ted  t o  family g o a l s  by doing h i s  o r  he r  work. This  i s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  enormolls e f f o r t  on t h e  p a r t  of a l l  household members t h a t  

went i n t o  s a v l ~ i g  t h e  casli t h a t  wo111d r e n t  o r  buy an e x t r a  f i e l d ,  o r  buy a  

s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  m l l t t n r y  s e r v l c e  f o r  t h e  son of t he  f aml ly ,  needed on t h e  

farm."' Peasant  and :tr t  l  san women, working members of a liouscl~old p r o d t ~ c t i v e  

11nl t  , actccl i n  t he  I ~ ~ t c ! r e s t  of t l ~ c  u n i t  r a t h e r  than of themselves a s  i n d i v i -  

dual u wl L I I  :Itltoulomotls needs .  

Mlvcs I n  t l ~ c  111~I11strlal 1i011se1101ds~ where wage e a r n i n g  was the  male ' s  

a c t i v i t y ,  a l s o  had l i t t l e  chance t o  develop concepts  of themsclvcs w l t l ~  i n -  

d i v i d u a l  needs. These women shared i n  a  household wl~ere  a c t l v l t i e s  wrrc  

h igh ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  hut  both husband's and wil 'c 's activities were c r u c i a l .  

and mutual ly  r e spec ted .  Control  over  p rope r ty  was simply not  :III l s s ~ l c  In  

t h e s e  I~ousel io lds ,  nor was c o n t r o l  over  t he  111~crmlL ten t  wa[:cs .I wife  migl11 

ea rn .  I f  such a  woman d i d  wage wbrk, i t  was l i k e l y  t o  be hccausr  of IIII 

excep t iona l  need; h e r  wage then went f o r  n e c e s s i t i e s .  At oL l~e r  LJmcs, she  

was needed i n  t he  management of t h e  household, c h i l d  bea r ing  and c l~ l l c l  r ea r -  

i n g ,  and sav ing  through s a c r i f i c e  of he r  own time. 

Women who were themselves s k i l l e d  workcrs ,  anrl who malntalncd wage 

work commitments over  t h e i r  l i f e  t imes ,  l i k e  the  tobacco workcrs ,  o r  p r i -  

mary school  t e a c h e r s ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  u sua l ly  chose t o  work wi th tn  the  Inhor 

unions r a t h e r  than reach a c r o s s  c r e s s  l i n e s  t o  f e ~ n l n i s t  women o f  n n o t l ~ e r  

c l a s s .  Ilowever, t h e s e  womcn workers were tl ie on ly  group o f  vomell .Imong 

those  examined h e r e  whose p o s i t i o n  and i n t e r e s t  o f f e red  somctlilng o f  a  

c l ~ o l c e  of s t r a t e g i c 9  f o r  r o l l ~ c L l v e  a c t i o n .  Continuing verbal  opposll  1011 ol 

some male s k i l l e d  workers ,  such a s  p r i n t e r s ,  t o  womcn a s  compe t l to r s ,  con- 

t i n u i n g  i d e o l o g i c n l  commitment of male i n d r ~ s t r i a l  workcrs t o  t he  conccpl 

of  s t r i c t  household d i v i s i o n  of I aho r ,  gave some orgnliizccl womrn workcrq 

pause. These were the  women wi th  a  l i f e l o n g  c a r e e r ,  noL Llic young, tun- 

marr ied women who were working a t  one s t a g e  o r  t l ~ c i r  l i v e s ,  wl~o would lnLcr 

marry and do wage work only  i n t e r m i t t e n t i y .  

A t eache r  m i l i t a n t  wrote i n  1913, "The c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  w i l l  be e r f e c -  

t i v e l y  c a r r i e d  on only  i f  Ll~cre  i s  abso lu t e  agreement hetvccn men and womcn 

marcliing t o  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t he  p r i v i l e g e  of t h e i r  bosses ;  t h i s  w l l l  come 

abouL when both r e c ~ t v c  t h e  same educa t ion ,  wl~en Lllcy l~nve  t h e  same rll:I~Ls, 

when they t r e a t  each ot l ler  a s  comrades, f r i e n d s ,  .~nd e q u a l s .  42 llel8nc Brlon. 

a l s o  a  t e a c h e r ,  went mucl~ f u r t h e r :  she  wrote t h a t  " W ~ I I I ~ I I  a r c  s t i l l  more cx- 

p l o t t e d  by males than they a r e  a s  p rod~rce r s  explol  Ted hy rap1 t a l  ."4' Ilrion 

argued t h a t  c l a s s  h ~ s c d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s u c l ~  a s  unions .  ~>roLccLecl women not 

a t  a l l  i n  t h e i r  rveryday fanlily r c l a t i o n s l ~ l p s .  Any fen~lnis t -worker  a l l l a n r e  

w.is s u r e  t o  be u n c e r L a l ~ ~  h c c a ~ ~ f i r  o l  t l ~ c  arc.ls 111 w l ~ l c l ~  i ~ l l r l c s l ~ i  I I I ~  ncrL 
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Iclc. E l a r g u e r i t e  n ~ ~ r a n d  o f  1.a Froncle p r o v i d e d  womcn w o r k e r s  f o r  a  p r l n t i n g  

w l ~ o s e  male  w o r k e r s  were  on  s t r i k e ,  t h u s  o p e n i n g  l ~ e r s e l f  t o  a c c u s a t i o n s  

o f  d i v i c l l n g  t h e  work ing  c l a s s .  111 1907 ,  s h e  p r e s i d e d ,  a s  government a p p o i n t e d  

Ilcad oC t h e  O F f l r e  o f  Women Workers ,  o v e r  a  c o n g r e s s  on  women's work.  Women 

unionists w l ~ o  ;~LLcndo~l  wcre o f f e n d e d  hy t h e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  o l  L l ~ c  I n v i t a t i o n  

t l ~ e y  11nd rcceivecl  and of t l ~ e  f e m i n i s t  s p e a k e r s .  One Plme. Roqucs.  a  u n i o n i s t ,  

n o l c d ,  L r o n i c a l l y .  "Comrades, mesdames, we h a v e  t h e  good l u c k  o f  I ~ a v i n g  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  women come a s k  u s  what we t h i n k . "  She ended  up a c c u s i n g  t h e  femi- 

n l s t s  of b e i n g  "l~:nnd;alde~~s o f  S i m i l a r l y ,  some women t e a c h e r s  
,' '. 

npposc<l t r ~ r ! n t l v c  ;11d l a n c e  o f  onc  o f  t h e i r  g r o u p s  wlLh a  f c m l n i s t  o r g a n i z . ~ t i o n ,  
I 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  CoFnki1 of French  Women, i n  s u p p o r t  o f  s u f f r a g e .  Elaric VLdal o f  

M ; ~ r s c l l l e s  condemned t h e  c o u n c i l  a s  b o ~ t r g e o i s .  backed  by  R o t h s c l ~ i l d s ,  wel-  

coming t e a c h e r s  o n l y  ~ J C C ~ U S C  t h e y  c o u l d  "be v a l u a h l e  when i t  comes t o  l e a d -  

lngr  t h e  p e o p l e  111to p a t l ~ s  f a v o r a b l e  Lo t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  ~ a ~ i t a l l s m . " ~ ~  The 

s $ i i c n l l s t  s c h o o l  t e . ~ c l l e r s  moved away f rom t h e  f e m i n i s t s  l n  m u t u a l  r e c r i m i -  
Q 

nnt i lons  o v e r  f c n ~ l n t  s t  i n t e r v c n t  Inn i n  a  u n t o o  d i s a g r e e m e n t ,  a g a i n  o v e r  female  

 printer^. Tlic s t o r y  of f c n ~ i n i s t - u n i o n  I n t e r a c t i o n  is n ~ ~ ~ c h  more c o m p l i c a t e d  

on11 .n11:111cetl t11:1n t l ~ l s  l ~ r l c l  s k e t c h  s ~ ~ g g c s t s .  I n  S O I I I ~  d r e a q ,  women w o r k e r s  

d e f l n l t c l  y  hcncf I L C ~  from f c m l n i s t  s u p p o r t  and i n t e r v c n t l o n .  O v e r a l l ,  how- 

e v e r ,  most  work lng  wnmen, a1 though t h e y  c o u l d  b e n e f i t  f rom some p a r t s  o f  t h e  

f c m l n l s t  progrom, wcrc  r e l u c t a n t  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  w i t h  tills c r o s s  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t  

g roup .  To t h e  c x t e n t  Llint t l ~ c y  were i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  productive p r o c e s s ,  

and s k l l l e d  w o r k e r s  wit11 c a r e e r  commitments were  s t r o n g l y  s o ,  most  womcn c h o s e  

t o  work w i t l ~ l n  c l a s s - h n s e d  o r g a n l z a t i o n s  t o  d e f i n e  and expand t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  

and r l g h t s  a s  w o r k e r s .  

The Rourgeoi s l  e  and Pcmi n l  sm 

Under most c i r c ~ ~ m s t a n c c ' i  t h e n ,  t h e r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

between Lhe l n t c r c s t s  of most g;orlps o f  French  women r e a d y  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  i n -  

L e r e n t s  and t l ~ c  m l d d l c  c l a s s  f e m i t ~ i s t s .  But what o f  t h e  b o ~ ~ r g c o i s t c ;  why were  

F r c n c l ~  Ccm1nl:;ts a1 ,par rn t ly  l e s s  s ~ ~ c c c s s f u l  i n  g a r n c r l n g  s u p p o r t  even  from 

women o f ,  means tl1a11 wcrc  Ll~e  American and t h e  B r i t i s h ?  (No o n e  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  a  

q u n n t i i n t l v c  es , t lm;~tc  of t l ~ c  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n c ~ m e r i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f c n ~ i n i s t  
'?ar, 
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i n  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s .  The French  were  l e s s  s ~ ~ c c c s s f u l  p o l i t i c n l l y  

t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  women. b u t  t h a t  was a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  a  m,lLLcr o f  I ~ O I I - f c m l -  

n i s t  French  p o l i t i c s ,  and n o t  o  f u n c t i o n  o f  L I I ~  anlotlnL o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  fcml- 

n i s m  among women. I t  is generally a s s t ~ m c d ,  on  i n ~ l l r c s s  l n n l s t . l c  g r o u n d s ,  

t h a t  French  f e m i n i s t s  wcre  fewer  i n  number,  proportionately, t h a n  were  

American and  B r i t i s h . )  

l l e r e  we must examine t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t i l e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  i n  F r a n c e  

and i n  England and i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  a11 t h e s e  countries i n  t h e  11111c- 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e  was i n c r e a s e d  d i f f e r e n t i o n  between t l ~ c  pub1 l c  wor ld  o f  

I work and  t h e  p r i v a t e  wor ld  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  most  marked I n  t h e  1111per c l a s s e s .  I 
T h e r e  was l e s s  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women i n  Lhe worlcl o f  p r r i d u c t l o ~ ~ .  

At t h e  same t i m e  more o f  t h e s e  women were e d u c a t e d  and 11acl t h e  l e i s u r e  t o  

r e a d  and t a l k  a b o u t  p o l i t i c s .  They had o c c a s i o n  t o  d c v e l o p  n e t w o r k s  o f  f r i e ~ ~ d -  

s h i p  and c o m p a n i o n s l ~ i p  i n  c a u s e s  s u c h  a s  c h a r i t y  o r  mora l  r c f o r m  movcmeltts. 4, Women 111 e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  d u e  t o  t h e i r  g r e a t e r  l n v c ~ l v c m c ~ l t  111 s m a l l  s c a l e  11111 ts * 

o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  were  more i s o l a t e d  from o t l l e r  women, and  dlcl 11ot a c t  c o l l c c p l v r l y  *- 
i n i t l i e s e  ways.  The ne tworks  m i d d l e  c l n s s  women d e v e l o p e d  were  v o 1 1 1 1 1 t a r ~ ; ' " t h c ~  
C , d L @  
wetje n o t  b u i l t  o n  m u t u a l  n e e d s  f o r  assistance, a s  were  ne(works  among pens.1111. 

o r  u r b a n  working  c l a s s  women, w l ~ o s e  n e t w o r k s  were  more o f t  ell b u l l t  on  

f a m i l y  connections. 46 

Many m i d d l e  c l o s s  wonlcn, furthermore, had r . ~ t h c r  weak c l : ~ s s  I Inks .  11 t t l e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t ,  compared Lo womcn of t h e  w o r k l ~ ~ g  c l : ~ s s  n11c1 

p e a s a n t r y ,  f o r  t h e y  were  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o c l ~ ~ c ~ l o n  o r  r c l n t l o ~ ~ s  

o f  d o m i n a t i o n  and s u b m i s s i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  l t  wns m i d d l e  c l o s s  

women sucll  a s  t h e s e  who t r a n s f o r m e d  a  f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  hosed  on r ~ n l v e r s a l i s t i c  

c o n c e p t s  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e x e s ,  i n t o  a  c o n c r e t e  program i n  t l ~ c  11;1tlona1 

political a r e n a .  

Al though many French  h o ~ ~ r g e o i s  women s h a r c d  t h e s e  c l ~ a r n c t c r i s t l c s  w i t h  

Amcrlcan and B r i t i s l ~  m i d d l e  c l a s s  womcn, o t h c r s  o l f c r c c l  a  el 1st 11icL contr; lr i t  

on  two c o u n t s .  F i r s t ,  F r e ~ ~ c l ~ w o m c n ' s  e d n c a t t o n ~ ~ n ~  p a r t l c  l p a t i o n  111 c l ~ a r l  t y  

and m o r a l  r e f o r m  movements v c r e  ILkcJy t o  b e  ; n i l 8  tl;s a r ~ s p l c e s  o f  t h e  C o t l ~ o l t c  
*r F+ I * r c  ~1n10t .g l1  hot11 education and"LI~urcIL!l@tcf<lrnIIst a c t i v i s m  C ~ I I I  he  
mdT& -- - 

I :@ t r a c e d  i n  t h e  h n c k g r o ~ ~ n d  o f  HrLLls l~  an11 A n ~ c r i c a n  f c n ~ l ~ ~ l s t s ,  Catl iol  l c  eclucnt i o n  
.*- 

*c  and a c t i v i s m  d i d  ~ l o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  1.1trr  p a r t l c 1 ~ 1 a L l o 1 1  111 f c ~ n l n l * ; t  ; ~ c L l o n .  

$ 'Illere was a  F$ I~CI I  C a t l ~ u l l c  o r  C l ~ r l s t  1:11i ~ L \ I " I I I ~ % L  I I C W S I L I I ~ ~ ,  jb~n-llcn~~$ slii &t I C I I ,  

wl~ ic l i  c d i t o r i i l l l z c d  i n  f . ~ v o r  o l  women's c ~ l - ~ c . ~ t l n ~ ~  . ~ r ~ c l  o r  wonlctl's I ~ c l l , l n g  o t l ~ c r  doill* -5% 
E .< 



The newsp.?per's post t l o n .  I~owever, envis ioned both  education and c h a r i t y  ris- 

i n g  ou t  of women's family r o l e s ;  i t  proposed no i n d i v i d ~ ~ a l  cho ice  o r  autonomy. 

no u n i v e r s a l  c l a im  of s ex  e q u a l i t y .  Nei ther  peasan t s  nor workers p r a c t i c e d  

This  h i s t o r i c a l  overview of Frencl~ womcn and c o l l e c t i v e  nct fon from 1R70 

t o  1914 has  sl~own t h a t  womcn were p a r t i c i p a n t s  In Rroup p o l l l l c s ,  w l ~ e t l ~ c r  o r  

not  they had formal p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .  Occnslons f o r  c o l l c c t i v c  ac t lo l l  wcrc 

Ca t l~o l i c i sm a s  l e r v e ~ i t l y  a s  d ld  t h e  h o ~ ~ r g e o i s i e ,  and C a t l ~ o l i c i s m  o f f e r e d  an shaped by i n t e r e s t  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  bases  rooted i n  t h e  econo~nic and s o c l : ~ l  

n l t e r n o t i v c  u n i v e r s n l  ideology t o  feminism f o r  t h e  bourgeois  woman. 

Second, many women of t h e  French bourgeosie  mainta ined connect ions  t o  pro- 

duc t ion  Lhrougf~ t h e i r  independenL ownership of p rope r ty  and t h e i r  s h a r e  i n  fami- 

l y  business .  l lere t h e  dowry wns Lhe c r u c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a l though t h e  impor- 

t ance  of family-owned hus ines s  a l s o  played a  r o l e .  Every bourgeois  daughter  

and wiEe had a  s t o k e  i n  family proper ty .  A bourgeois  woman brought weal th  t o  
r 

t h e  family  she  jo ined hy marr iage.  T h i s  weal th  cont inued t o  be a  concern of 

he r  family  o f  o r i g i n .  Wl~l le  Lhe c i v i l  code may no t  have o f f e red  he r  p r o t e c t i o n  

wi th in  he r  marr iage,  h e r  family  of o r i g i n  d i d .  I n d i v i d u a l  cho ice  and autonomy 

( ,Lh were not p a r t  of t h l s  marr iage system, b u t  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  of i n f l u e n c e  and say 
+a? ' 

over  proper ty  nnd c l ~ t  l d ren  -- over  Lhe f u t u r e  and the  economic well-being of *? 
those  a s p e c t s  of t h e  f i ~ ~ n l l y  -- came t o  a  bourgeois  woman wiLh mnrr lage.  A 

mnrrtnjic Ll~nt  worked was an economlc agreement according t o  t h e  s o c i a l  r u l e s  
I 

of the  c l o s e .  To many botrrgeois wlves, t h a t  was t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  they wished 

t o  guard ancl p r o t e c t .  P r o t e c t i n g  i t  involved c a r e f u l  management of investment 

and r e sources ,  i n c l t ~ d l n g  l ~ n v l n g  few c h i l d r e n  and r a i s i n g  them i n  a  family - 
o r i e n t e d  way. I ~ ~ d l v l d ~ ~ n l i s m  wo111d t e a r  t h e  fundamental u n i t  of t h e  family  

a p a r t ;  w l th  he r  economlc sLake i n  i t ,  t h e  bourgeois  wife  had no i n t e r e s t  i n  

doing any such th ing.  Even t h e  i n t e r e s t  of many bourgeois  women was no t  in-  

congruent with  the  f emin l s t  progrnm. 

w No wonder I.o~tlse Welss, t l ~ e  French f e m i n i s t  l e a d e r  of t h e  in t e rw:~r  yea r s  

exclaimed i n  d e s p a i r ,  "Pensant womcn kept  t h e i r  mouths t i g h t l y  c losed when I 

spoke t o  them ahout t h e  vo te .  Working women laughed,  shopkeepers shrugged 

t h e l r  shou lde r s ,  and the  honrgeoises  pushed away h o r r l ~ i e d . " ~ '  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  which they l i v e d .  P o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  nnd contemporary repcr-  

t o i r e s  determined t h e  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  The long and s l ~ o r t  run po- 
r?, 

l i t i ' ~ e 1 6 i t u a t i o n  provided,  o r  den ied ,  oppor tunl  t i e s  f o r  n c t l  on. L o ~ ~ i s e  Welss d'*$w<w 
wk~'c"0rre"c~ t h a t  su f f rnge  i n t e r e s t e d  few French women, but t l ~ e  v o t e  Is only one 
hw % .p- a &:+ 

~ o F A t h e ? & ~ y s ~ i n  which people a c t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  on t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  a s  French 
^ "&,<l$c: 
' &womey'most a s s u r e d l y  d id .  cVd . 

-t;$2f: k 

* 
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