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a  p o w c r f u l  o r q a n i z i n q  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f a m i l y  l i f c  i n  t h e  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  

o f  Europc  . 1 

J a c k  Goody, w i t h  J o a n  T h l r s k  and  E.P. Thompson, h a s  r e c e n t l y  e d i t e d  

P a m i l ~ n d  I n h e r i t a n c e ,  a  volume o f  c s s a y s  from t h e  1974 P a s t  and  P r e s e n t  - 
Conference  o n  t h e  f a m i l y .  Goody's  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  volume p u t s  f a m i l y  

h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  sysLcms. S o c i a l  

h i s t o r i a n s  h a v c  long  s t u d i e d  i n h e r i L a n c c  p a t t e r n s ,  b u t  t h a t  i n q u i r y  and  

f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  have  qone  on  i n  n e a r l y  t o t a l  i s o l a t i o n  from e a c h  o t h e r .  Goody 

n o t e s  t h a t  i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  " n o t  o n l y  t h e  mcans by which t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t c m  is c a r r i e d  o u t  ( i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h a t  s y s t c m  i s  l i n k c d  t o  

p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  Lhc means by  which man o b t a i n s  h i s  l i v e -  

l i h o o d ) :  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  way i n  which i n t e r p c r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  s t r u c -  

t u r e d .  ... a  d i f f c r e n t  q u a l i t y  o f  r c l a t i o n s h i p s ,  v a r y i n g  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

and a l t c r n a L i v c  s o c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  ( c . 9 . .  q r c a t c r  o r  less m i g r a t i o n ,  a g e  o f  

m a r r i a g e ,  r a t e s  o f  i l l e g i t i m a c y )  w i l l  b c  l i n k e d  t o  d i f f e r i n g  modes o f  t r a n s -  

m i s s i o n .  . . .Tho i n h e r i t a n c e  s y s t c m  o f  any  s o c i c t y . .  . is  t h e  way by  which 

p r o p e r t y  is t r a n s m i t t e d  between t h e  l i v i n g  and  t h c  dead . . . .  I t  is p a r t  o f  

t h e  w i d e r  p r o c e s s  whcreby p r o p c r t y  r e l a t i o n s  a r c  r e p r o d u c e d  o v e r  t i m e  (and  

somet imes  chongcd i n  s o  d o i n g . )  ..." (Goody, 1976: 2-31 The c s s a y s  which 

f o l l o w  Goody's  i n t r o d r ~ c t i o n  c o n v i n c i n g l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  

o f  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  f a r  from b e i n g  d r y  and  l e g a l i s t i c ,  is f u l l  o f  v i t a l i t y  and 

p r o d u c i n q  o f  o r i g i n a l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

One q u e s t i o n  o c c u r s  i m m c d i a t c l y  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i a n :  

when t h e r e  i s  no  p r o p e r t y  t o  t r a n s m i t ,  is t h e r e  some e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  n e a t  

i n t e g r a t i v e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n h e r i t a n c c ?  What a s p e c t ,  i f  any ,  o f  t h e  economic 

and s o c i a l  s y s t c m  OF i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  Curope p l a y s  t h e  snmc kcy  r o l e  o f  s h a p e r  

o f  i n t e r p c r s o n a l  r c l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  r c p r o d u c c r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t c m ?  The 

answer i s  t h a t  warlcs, and t h e  . i ccess  o f  f a m i l y  mcmbers t o  wage e a r n i n g ,  were  

One o f  t h e  c h i e f  phenomena accompanyinq t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a n  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  d o m c s t i c  o r  household  mode which predomina ted  

i n  p e a s a n t  a q r i c u l t r r r c  and u r b a n  a r t i s a n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  was t h e  m o n e t i z a t i o n  o f  

p e o p l e ' s  r c l a t i o n s l ~ i p s  to p r o d u c t i o n  and  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h c r e  was a  v a s t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u d e r  o f  p e r s o n s  who owned o r  c o n t r o l l e d  no  p r o p c r t y ,  

p o s s e s s e d  no  s k i l l  o r  t o o l s  t o  p a s s  on  t o  t h c i r  c h i l d r e n .  The numhcr o f  

p e r s o n s  who e a r n e d  wagcs i n c r e a s e d ,  a s  d i d  t h e  p r o p o r t i o t l a t c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

h o i ~ s c h o l d s  i n  which t h c y  l i v e d .  The ncw p r o l e t a r i a n s  worked f o r  wagcs and  

had l i t t l e  o r  no  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h o i r  l a b o r .  T h e r e  had been  

wage e a r n i n g  p r o l e t a r i a n s  b e f o r e  1000  i n  Europe: some l i v c d  i n  c i t i e s  a s  

s e r v i c e  w o r k e r s ,  h i r e d  l a b o r e r s ,  and  t h e  l i k e .  O t h c r s  l i v c d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  and r u r a l  o u t w o r k e r s .  Both p r o l e t a r i a n s  and  p r o p e r -  

t i e d  p e r s o n s  l i v e d  i n  d o m c s t i c  g r o u p s  o r  t ~ o u s e h o l d s  i n  w h i c l ~  r e p r o d u c t i o n  

and  consumpt ion  were  c a r r i e d  on .  T h e i r  own houschol.d was t h e  l o c u s  o f  produc- 

t i o n  f o r  p r o p e r t i e d  d o m c s t i c  g r o u p s .  P r o l e t a r i a n s  workcd somet imes  o n  t h e  

a c c o u n t  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  own h o u s e h o l d ,  sometimes i n  a n o t h e r  h o u s c h o l d ,  

somct imes  i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  fcw b u t  increasing non-household  p r o ? u c t i v e  u n i t s .  

P r o p e r t y  owninq f a m i l i c s  l i v c d  i n  a n  cconomic and  s o c i a l  s i t n a t i o n  domina ted  

by t h e  f a c t  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i a l  and  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n f l u e n c e d  by  

t h e  need  t o  p r e s e r v e  a  p a t r i m o n y ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  ( o r  d a n g e r )  o f  d i v i d i n g  it. 

o r  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  g a i n .  P r o l e t a r i a n  f a m i l i e s '  l i v e s  were  shaped  by  

t h e  wagcs f a m i l y  members c o u l d  e a r n ,  b y  t h e  number o f  h o u s e l ~ o l d  members t o  

e a r n  them, and  by  t h e  s p a t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  home and w o r k p l a c e .  As i n d u s -  

t r i a l i z a t i o n  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  wage e a r n e r s ,  t h e  f i lmi ly  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p s  f o r m e r l y  characteristic o f  relatively fcw became t h e  r c l a t i o n s h i p s  

o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  n i n c t c c n t h - c e n t u r y  Curope,  i n  . 



c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  o f  c a r l i c r  p c r i o d s ,  mus t  t h e r e f o r e  d e a l  w i t h  proletarian 

a s  w c l l  a s  propertied h o u s c h o l d s .  
I 

T l ~ c  d r m o q r a l ~ l i i c  r c c o r d - k c c p i n q  o f  n a t i o n  s t o t c s  i n  t l i c  forms  o f  c c n s u s  

and v l t a l  r c c o r d  r c g i s t r a t i o n  p r o v i d c s  a s o u r c e  which is a s  v a l u a b l e  a s  t h c  

e a r l y  modern r o n t r a c t s ,  c u s t u m a l s  and w i l l s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a h o u t  c c r t a i n  

f a m i l y  r c l i l L i o r ~ s l ~ l p s .  I n  t h e  o r i q i n a l  c c n s u s  s c h o d u l c s ,  or i n  t h c  lists o f  

I n d i v i d u a l s  w l ~ i c l ~  wcrc  compi lcd  by  c c n s u s  t a k c r s .  c a n  b e  found i n f o r m a t i o n  

f o r  I ~ ~ d l v i d u a l s  i n d c n t i f i e d  a s  w i t h i n  h o u s e h o l d s :  a g c  and s c x ,  k i n  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s ,  o c c u p a t i o n ,  somtimcs p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  and  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  and  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  

p l a c e  o f  cmplojmcnt.  P e r s o n s  c a n  b c  cxamincd s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  

o f  g i v c n  acjc and s e x ,  a s  w o r k c r s ,  a s  members o f  c o - r e s i d i n g  h o u s c h o l d s  and  o f  

n u c l e a r  f a m i l i c s .  Simultaneously, t h c  samc a t t r i b u t e s  c a n  b e  cxamined f o r  

o t l i c r s  i n  t l i c  u n i t .  Clany a s p c c t s  o f  f a m i l y  l i f c  f a l l  o u t s i d e  t h c s c  r e a l m s ,  

and  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  them m u s t  b c  s o u g l ~ t  e l s e w h c r c .  Ilowcvcr, t h e  s t u d y  o f  

c c n s u s e s  c a n  r c v e a l  a n  economic s y s t e m  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  arid r c p r o d u c t l o n .  I t  

l i n k s  work and  f a m i l y  o n  t h c  l iouschold  l c v c l  and  l a y s  o u t  t h c m a t c r i a l  b a s e  

f o r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i c t y .  T h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

h o u s c l ~ o l d s  c a n  the11 b e  comparcd o v e r  t i m c  a n d  from o n c  c i t y  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a c r o s s  

r e g i o n s ,  n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  and s o  o n .  I louschold and  f a m i l y  a r c  t h e  u n i t s  

o f  a n a l y s i s ;  t h c  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  examined w i t h i n  t h e  household c o n t e x t  b e c a u s e  

i t  is t h c r c  t h a t  r c p r o d u c t i o n  and consumpt ion  t a k e  p l a c e .  Al though,  w i t h  

industrialization, p r o d u c t i o n  g o c s  on  c l s e w h c r e ,  t h e r e  is n o n c t l i e l c s s  a r e s i -  

d u a l  involvomcnt  o f  f c m i l y  w i t h  ~ x o d u c t i o n :  i t  i s  w i t h i n  Lhc f a m i l y  t h a t  

d c c i s i o n s  a b o u t  wagc c a r n i n g  a r e  made i n  o r d c r  t o  a c c u m u l a t c  c a s h  f o r  consump- 

t i o n  necds .  And any s u r p l u s  c a s h ,  o n c e  s u c h  n e c d s  a r e  s a t i s f i e d ,  i s  a l l o c a t e d  

to o t h e r  u s e s ,  p c r s o n a l  o r  o t h c r w i s c .  T h i s  v iew movcs from a "top-down" 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o r i  a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  which d i c t a t e s  t h e  n e c d s  f o r  re- 

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h c  l a b o r  f o r c e .  I t  f o c u s e s  o n  f a m i l y  u n i t s  c a u g h t  up i n  

i t i d u s t r i a l i z . ~ t l o n  anll ~ ~ r o l c t a r l i l ~ ~ l z a t l o n  -- f a m i l i c s  wl i ic l~  w c r ~  miqr i l t ing  t o  

citics, whose mcmbcrs wcrc  e a r n i n g  wagcs. and whose s t r a t c g i e s  a b o u t  C h i l d  

b e a r i n g ,  c h i l d  n u r t u r e ,  c h i l d  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and c o l ~ t r o l  wcrc  s l ~ a p c d  by t l ~ c s c  

p r o c e s s c s .  Tltc f . m i l y ,  t l i cn ,  was t l i c  mediating 1 1 i s t l t u t i o 1 1  bctwccri i n d i v i -  

d u a l s  and p r o c e s s c s  o f  l a r g c  s c a l e  s t r u c t u r a l  changc  i n  which t h c y  found 

t h c m s c l v e s .  

T h i s  p a p c r  examines  a French  t e x t i l e  mat lufac tur ing  c i t y ,  Roubalx.  I t  . 
. . 

s e e k s  to d c t c r m i n c  how o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  wage l a b o r  shapcd  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r c  

I 

I 
' 

and  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  f a m i l y  mcmbcrs who l i v c d  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  o f  

I p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  'of home and work p l a c c ,  o v e r  t l i c  p c r i o d  from 1872 to 

1906.' I n  o r d e r '  to d o  t h i s ,  i t  f o c u s e s  o n  womcn and c l i i l d r c n  i n  Rot~boix  . 

I 
f a m i l i e s .  The e v i d c n c e  is grouped  t o  answer  t l ~ r c c  l a r g c  questions: llow were  

f a m i l y  f e r t i l i t y  s t r a t c g i e s  a f f e c t e d  by o p p r t u n i t i c s  f o r  womcn's and  c h i l -  

d r c n ' s  wagc l a b o r ?  l l o w w c r e f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n s  o n  wl~o  s h o u l d  d o  wagc l a b o r  

a f f c c t c d  by  o p p o r t u n i t i c s  f o r  womcn's and  c h i l c l r c n ' s  wage Labor and household 

s e r v i c e  n c c d s ?  What was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  c o r c s i d c n c c  o f  young p c r s o n s  i n  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y ?  T h c s c  q u e s t i o n s  a l l  f o c u s  o n  t h c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a c h i l d  

w i t h  h i s  o r  h c r  f a m i l y  o f  o r i g i n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  mothcr  o f  t h i s  

f a m i l y .  Tlic c o n c l u s i o n  l o o k s  a t  t h c  work ing  c l a s s  way o f  l j f c ,  which p r e -  

d i c a t e d  c o n t i n u e d  c o r c s i d e n c c  o f  c h i l d r e n  u n t i l  m a r r i a g c .  T h i s  b e h a v i o r  was 

common n o t  o n l y  iimoliq t l ic  p r o l e t a r i a t  o f  t h c  t c x t i  lc c i t y  o f  Roubalx a t  t l ic  

t u r n  o f  t h c  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  among m o s t  u r b a n  working  c l a s s e s  from t h a t  p e r i o d  

t o  t h e  p r c s c n t .  Tlic cconomic  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  "cus tomary"  b e h a v i o r  w i l l  b e  

d i s c u s s e d .  T h c r c  is much m ' r c  t o  a t ~ y . g r o u p ' s  f a m i l y  l i f c  t l lan cconomic  c a l c u -  

l a t i o n .  ~ h c  k i n d  o f  c v i d c n c e  h c r c  asscmblccl howcvcr,  i s  most  m c a ~ i l t i g f u l l y  

employed i n  examining  s i m p l e  ecoriomic l i n k s  bctwecn work and f a m i l y  i n  a 

s i t u a t i o n  i n  which l a b o r  i s  t h e  c h i c f  r c s o u r c c  o f  f a m i l i c s .  



1 
Roub.~ix is a  wool t c x t i l c  p r o d u c i n g  c i t y  i n  t h c  d c p a r t m c n t  o f  t h e  Nord, 

l o c a t c d  a t  t h e  I l c l c ~ i a ~ ~  b o r d c r .  111 Roubaix,  factories f i r s t  d c v c l o p c d  o n  a  

l a r g c  s c a l c  i n  L l ~ c  InGOs, whcn t h c  c i t y  boomcd o n  wool p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  p l a c e  

o f  e a r l i e r  c o t t o n  and  mixcd t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i c s .  I n  1 8 7 2 ,  t h c  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  

cmploycd o v c r  50  p c r c c n t  o f  t l ~ c  l a b o r  f o r c e ;  a l m o s t  h a l f  t h c  t e x t i l e  w o r k e r s  

wcrc fcmalc .  Thcsc  w o r k c r s  wcrc  m o s t l y  u n m a r r i c d  q i r l s :  8 1  p c r c c n t  o f  s i n g l c  

f c m a l c s  ( o v c r  1 5 )  b u t  o n l y  a b o u t  1 7  p c r c c n t  o f  m a r r i c d  womcn worked. F i i t y -  

f o u r  p e r c c r l t  o f  t h c  m a r r i e d  womcn who workcd w c r c  t e x t i l e  workers .  Thc r a t e  

o f  l a b o r  f o r c c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  younq p c o p l c  aged  10  t o  14  was a l s o  h i g h :  4 0  

p e r c c n t  f o r  g i r l s ,  a n d  37 p c r c c n t  f o r  boys .  I t  is c l e a r ,  t h c r e f o r c ,  t h a t  

t h c r e  w c r c  wage c a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i c s  f o r  womcn and  g i r l s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  

young o f  b o t h  s c x c s .  T l ~ c  l a b o r  f o r c c ,  c s p c c i a l l y  f c m a l c ,  was v c r y  young: 

02  p e r c c n t  o f  f c m a l c  t e x t i l e  w o r k e r s  and 49 p c r c e n t  o f  m a l c  were  u n d e r  30. 

Roubaix is i n  n o  way " t y p i c a l "  o f  Frcnch  c i t i c s .  Nor i s  i t s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  and f a m i l y  r c s p o n s e  " t y p i c a l "  o f  n i n c t c c n t h - c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  

c i t ics ,  o f  which t c x t i l c  citics a r c  b u t  o n e  c a s e .  Tho e x p e r i e n c e  o f  Roubaix,  

Iiowevcr, h a s  a  l o t  i n  common w i t h  o t h c r  t c x t i l e  citics wliosc i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i -  

v i t y  produccd  a  l a b o r  m a r k c t  w i t h  dcmand f o r  young womcn and  c h i l d r e n  w o r k e r s  

i n  i t s  c a r l y  p h a s c s .  L a t c r ,  whcn t h e  Europcan t c x t i l c  i n d u s t r y  bcgan  t o  

s u f f e r  from o v c r s c a s  c o m p c t i t i o n .  mos t  t c x t i l e  citics s h a r e d  w i t h  Roubaix t h e  

phcnomcnon o f  growth  o f  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by mark ied  womcn. 

The dcmand f o r  l a b o r  a t t r a c t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  D c l q i a n  and  French  m i g r a n t s  

to t h c  c l  t y .  F i f t y - s i x  p c r c e n t  o f  R o l ~ b a i x '  i n h a b i t a n t s  w c r c  o f  f o r c i q n  

t i a t i o n a l i t y  i n  1872. W l ~ c t h c r  Frcnch  o r  D c l g i a n ,  howcvcr,  many o f  t h c  w o r k e r s  

who m i g r a t e d  t o  Roubaix i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  -- and t h e  c i t y  was growing  t o  a  l a r g e  

d c g r e c  by m i q r a t i o n  -- I ~ a d  a l r e a d y  workcd i n  t h e  t h c n - d e c l i n i l ~ q  p u t t i n g  o u t  

o r  d o m c s t i c  i n d u s t r y  o f  Prcrich and  B c l q i a n  F l a n d e r s .  M i g r a n t s  w c r c  Lo a  l a r g c  

d c q r c c  a l r c a d y  accus tomcd t o  c a r ~ ~ l n g ~ w a g c s ;  moving t o  t h c  c i t y  d i d  n o t  changc  
! 

t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  What d i d  cl lanqc was t l ~ c  1 .oca t ion  o f  work. I n  

t h e  c i t y ,  t e x t i l e  work was t o  b c  found i n  l a r g c  s c a l c  u n i t s  r a t h c r  t h a n  i n  

t h c  I ~ o u s c h o l d  u n i t s  L y p i c a l  o f  t l ~ c  p u t t i ~ ~ g  o u t  i n d u s t r y .  

Al though fami lics w c r e  c n t c r i n g  a  ncw envi ronmcnt .  t l ~ c i r  b a s i c  consump- 

t i o n  n c e d s  rcmaincd  unchanged.  Thcse  w c r c  determined by I ~ o u s c l ~ o l d  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  

t h e  numbcr o f  f a m i l y  mcmbcrs and  t h e i r  aqc  and s c x  mix. P r o l c t a r i a n  f a m i l i c s  

had v c r y  l i t t l c  t o  s a y  a h o u t  t h c  productive s y s t c m  i n  w l ~ i c h  t h c y  workcd.  They 

I ~ a d  m l g r a t c d  i n  s c a r c l ~  o f  ncw o p p o r t u n i t i c s  f o r  wagc c a r n i n g  i n  Roubaix.  nd- 

j u s t m c n t s  i n  household s i z e  and  c o m p o s i t i o n  and i n  w h i c l ~  mcmbcrs d i d  wage 

work w e r c  ways t h a t  t h c y  c o u l d  a d o p t  t o  d c a l  w i t h  changccl circumstances. They 

c o n s t a n t l y  had  t o  s c e k  ways t o  m a i n t a i n  a  b a l a n c c  bctwccn p r o d u c e r s  and  con- 

s u m e r s ,  and  a n  adeql la tc  f a m i l y  incomc. As Thomas C. Smi th  (1377:  147)  p o i n t s  

o u t  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  a  3 a p a n e s c  v i l l a g c ,  "What is r c q u i r c d  i s  a  l i v e l y  a p p r c -  

c i a t i o n  o f  t h c  r c l a t i o n  o f  t h c  s i z c  and  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  f.lmily t o  its 

w e l f a l c :  and t h i s  i d c a  d o c s  n o t  seem i n t r i n s i c a l l y  morc d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p r e -  

modern p e o p l e  t o  g r a s p  t h a n  t h o  n o t i o n  t h a t  improvcmcnts i n  a q r i c u l t u r c  r e -  

q u i r e d  long- tc rm c f f o r t . "  (Scc  a l s o  T h o n i c r ,  e t .  a l .  : 196G) F a m i l i e s  a d j u s t c d  

when t h c y  camc t o  t l i c  c i t y ;  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a d j u s t  a s  c o n d i t i o n s  c l ~ a n g c d .  

How f , m i l i e s  copcd car) b c  t r a c c d  t l ~ r o u g l i  t l ~ c  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  f a m i l y  

i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h c  l a b o r  m a r k c t  i n  t l ~ r c c  a r c a s ,  which c o r r c c l m n d  to t h e  

t h r c c  q ~ ~ e s t i o n s  l a i d  o u t  abovc .  Thcsc  a r c :  f a m i l y  f c r t i l i L y  s t r a t e g y ,  and 

t h c  d u a l  r o l c s  o f  womcn a s  producers and  a s  r c p r o d u c c r s :  t h c  c l io ico  o f .  f a m i l y  

mcmbcrs wlio wo11111 d o  p,iicl m a r k c t  work o v c r  t l ~ c  f a m i l y  c y c l c ;  Lllc I>otLcrtl o f  

c o r c s i d c n c e  o f  a d o l c s c c n t  and a d u l t  c l ~ i l d r c n  wiLh t l l c i r  f a m i l i c s ,  a s  c v i d c n c e  

o f  how l o n g  c h i l d r e n  s t a y c d  a t  I~omc, work ing  i n  t h c  f a m i l y  wagc u n i t .  



F e r t i l i t y  S t r a t c q y  - - - - - - - - 
From t h e . p o i n t  o f  vicw o f  f a m i l i e s ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n  is a  more f l e x i b l e  

s y s t c m  t h a n  p r o d u c t i o n .  F a m i l i e s  c a n  a d j u s t  and modi fy  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s t r a t e g y  

whcrcas  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a  s y s t e m  o u t s i d e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  F a m i l y ' s  

c o n t r o l .  T h i s  i n s i g h t  is d e r i v e d  from C l a u d e  H e i l l a s s o u x '  r e c e n t  book, 

Fcmmcs, ' g r c ~ ~ i c r s _  e t  c o p i t a u x  ( P a r i s :  19751,  which  e x a m i n e s  f a m i l i e s  i n  a g r l -  

c u l t u r a l  communi t ies  c o n s t r a i n e d  by  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

T h e s e  f a m i l i e s  nevertheless i n t e r a c t  a c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  Complcmcntary r e l a t i o n s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to p e r -  

, . p e t u a t e  t h o  d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t i v e  u n i t .  P r o d u c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  d e v e l o p  t h r o u g h  

c o n t r o l  OF t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  OF a g r i c u l t ~ ~ r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  which a r e  u n d e r  t h e  

c o n t r o l  o f  e l d e r s  w i t l ~ i n  e a c h  h o u s e h o l d ,  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  

headed  by s e n i o r  h e a d s .  The r e l a t i o n s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  a n d  

s o c i e t a l  l e v e l  d e v e l o p  from t h e  need  f o r  a  b a l a n c e  between p r o d u c t i v e  and  

n o n - p r o d u c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  E l d e r s  w i t h i n  h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  t h e p o w e r f u l  d e c i s i o n  

makers  on  q u e s t i o n s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e r e  is a l s o  a  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m  a t  

t h e  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t y  b e c a u s e  o f  n a t u r a l  l i m i t s  o n  s m a l l  g r o u p s  t h r o u g h  d e a t h ,  

s t e r i l i t y ,  u n b a l a n c e d  s e x  r a t i o ,  and  s o  o n .  B u t ,  M e i l l a s s o u x  i n s i s t s ,  r e p r o -  

d u c t i o n  is more f l c x i b l c  and  more r e s p o n s i v e  t o  n e e d s  o n  t h e  household  l e v e l  

t h a n  is p r o d u c t i o n .  Changes i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  l i m i t e d  by  low l e v e l s  o f  

t e c h n i c a l  knowledge and p r o d u c t i v i t y  and  a l l  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l  i n d i -  

v i d u a l s  and l ~ o u s e h o l d s  c a n  d o  is h o a r d ,  and  t r y  t o  c o n t r o l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

T h e r e  a r e  more p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  v a r i a n t  r e s p o n s e s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  reproduc-  

t i o n  t o  make i t  conform t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  

i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  s o m c r o [ > r o d u c t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  c a n  modi fy  p r o d u c t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

Wage e a r n i n q  f a m i l i e s  w i t h i n  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m s  i n  n i n e t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  had b e h a v i o r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  and  o p p r t u n i t i e s  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h o s e  OF t h e  f a m i l i e s  d e s c r i b e d  by  M c i l l a u s s o u x .  Waqc e a r n i n g  f a m i l i e s  

were  t o t a l l y  s c p a r a t c d  f rom,  t h c  p r o p e r t y  owning c l a s s e s  and  t h e y  Itad no  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c i s i o n s .  T h e i r  r u l e s  o f  b e h a v i o r  wcre  s i m i h a r  to 

t h o s e  o f  f a m i l i e s  whose p r o d u c t i o n  was s u b j e c t  t o  v a g a r i e s  o f  w e a t h e r .  F o r  

b o t h  g r o u p s ,  l a b o r  a l l o c a t i o n  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s t r a t e g y  werc  i m p o r t a n t  beha- 

v i o r a l  r e s p o n s e s  b e c a u s e  l a b o r  was t h e  c h i e f  r e s o u r c e  which t h c y  c o u l d  d i s -  

p o s e  o f .  T h e r e  wcre  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e a r n i n g  warJcs opcn  t o  t h e  pro-  

l e t a r i a n  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  wcre  f o r  w o r k e r s  whose c l ~ a r a c t c r i s -  

t ics were  d e f i n e d  by o t h e r s ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  f a m i l y ,  by  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  c h a r a c t e r -  

istics o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  and  by p r e f c r c n c e s  oE e m p l o y e r s  f o r  w o r k e r s  o f  g i v e n  

a g e  a n d  s e x .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was t y p i c a l  o f  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  j o b s  i n  t e x t i l e s .  

I n  t e x t i l e  towns ,  c a p i t a l i s t  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f f e r e d  j o b s  f o r  work6rs'. 

b u t  w o r k e r s  and  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  had l i t t l c  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  woqes t h c y  were  

p a i d ,  or o n  t h e  a g e  and  s e x  mix o f  d c s i r c a b l c  w o r k e r s .  The h i e r a r c h y  o f  

w e a l t h  and power which  t h e y  had  t o  d e a l  w i t h  was b o t h  w e a l t h i e r  and  more 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  t h a n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  e l d e r s  i n  t h o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy 

which ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M e i l l a s s o u x ,  domina ted  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t .  

Yet  two a s p e c t s  a r e  s i m i l a r :  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o w e r l e s s n e s s  o f  F a m i l i e s  i n  b o t h  

s i t u a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  way f a c t o r s ~  o u t s i d e  OF f a m i l y  c o n t r o l  i n f l u e n c e d  l a b o r  

demand f o r  f a m i l y  members. 

Fami ly  f e r t i l i t y  s t r a t e g y  i n  e a r l y  t e x t i l e  towns had t o  d e a l  w i t h  d e e p  

and  p a i n f u l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  ( ~ i t c h f i e l d ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  011 t h e  o n e  hand ,  t h e r e  wore 

many j o b s  f o r  women. On t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e r e  were  many j o b s  For  c h i l d r e n .  Under 

t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d i d  f a m i l i c s  c l ~ o o s e  t o  s e n d  w i v e s  o u t  t o  work or t o  have  

more c h i l d r e n ?  I n  f a c t ,  f e r t i l i t y  was h i g h  i n  e a r l y  i n d i ~ s t r i a l i z c d  t e x t i l e  

c i t i e s ,  e v e n  when t l ~ e  young a g e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is t a k e n  i n t o  

a c c o u n t .  F i g u r e  1 shows a g e  s p e c i f i c  child-woman r a t i o s  f o r  Raubais  i n  1861  

and  1 0 7 2 . ~  T h i s  mcasurcment c o u n t s  t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  F i v e  ( l i v i n g  

F i g u r e  1 h e r o  



i n  households wi th  both t h c i r  p i l rcnts)  pe r  mothers.  by age qroup,  agcd 20-49. 

i 
Tho advantage o f  t h i s  agc - spcc i f i c  child-woman r a t i o  calculated from census  

f i g u r e s  is t h a t  f c r t i l i  t$ l e v e l s  can be l i nked  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d .  household 

characteristics, such a s  agc o f  mother,  occupat ion o f  mothcr,  occupat ion of 

Patlicr. Thc 1872 cu rvc  o f  c l i i l d rcn  under f i v c  pe r  thousand wives shows a ... , 

liiglicr l c v c l  a t  ages  30-34 than i n  e a r l i e r  aqe  groups. Th i s  is c o n s i s t e n t  I 

j 
wi th  r c l a t i v c l y  l a t c  age  of marr iage,  f o r  coup le s  would have more c h i l d r e n  

under f i v e  i n  tlic f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  marr iage than  a t  l a t e r  pe r iods .  Thcre  was 

a t cns ion  betwccn g e n e r a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  f a m i l i c s .  P a r e n t s  wished t o  keep 

t h c i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  household a s  wagc e a r n e r s ,  which tended t o  push marr iage 
. . 

age up. Late marr iage,  thcn,  p u t  tho catch-up e f f e c t  o f  r a p i d  c h i l d  bea r ing  

du r ing  t l ~ c  c a r l y  yca r s  o f  marr iage wi th in  an o l d e r  agc group o f  women. Once 

o couplc  married and l e f t  t h c  llouschold o f ,  t h e i r  pa ren t s .  t h e r e  was a t ens ion  

bctwcen wivcs'  r o l c s  a s  producers  and reproducers .  Thcre were good wage 

ea rn ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  wivcs under 30, which may have dclaycd ch i ldbea r ing  

somowhat. Once c h i l d  bea r ing  s t a r t e d ,  hoeever ,  it was o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c h i l d  

workcrs which shapcd household f e r t i l i t y  s t r a t e g y  and d i c t a t e d ' l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  

But s i n c e  i t  would bc  many y e a r s  b e f o r e  c h i l d r e n  could b r i n g  i n  income, t h e  

young wife  whose family needcd he r  wages o f t c n  cont inued t o  work when s h e  had 
I 

I 
young ch i ld ren .  

Pancl  2 o f  Figure  1 shows child-woman r a t i o s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  occupa t iona l  

groups i n  11172. Tllc graphs  f o r  wives of male t c x t i l e  workcrs c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l e d  

t h a t  o f  t h c  t o t a l  sample, exccp t  t h a t  f c r t i l i t y  was somewhat h ighe r  i n  t h e  

o l d e r  age groups. Overa l l ,  f e r t i l i t y  had dec l ined  i n  comparison wi th  1861, 

b u t  Roubaix f a m i l i c s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t e x t i l e  f a m i l i e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  were pro- 

ducing vcry l a r q e  complctcd f a m i l i c s .  Thc imperative a t  a l l  t imcs  t o  have , 

morc than onc family  wagc c a r n c r ,  was a powcrful f a c t o r  i n  Lliis k ind of family  

s t r a t c g y .  Givcn hiqh r a t e s  of i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  (239/1000 b i r t h s  i n  1873-18751 

i n  Roubaix, t c x t i l c  f a m i l i e s  had t o  llavc many ch i ld rc l l  i f  s c v c r i i  wcrc t o  

s u r v i v e  t o  worki~lq  aqc  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h c  family  waqe fund. 3 1 

Wivcs wlio wcre thcmsclvcs t c x t i l c  workcrs llad much lowcr f c r t i l i t y  

t han  e i t h e r  t h e  t o t a l  sample o r  t h e  wives o f  male t c x t l l c  workcrs a s  a whole. 

The s h a r p  peak i n  aqc group 30-34 i n  t h e  t c x t i l c  wife  subsample echoes  t o t a l  

sample bchavior  arid probably a l s o  shows t h c  catch-up e f f e c t  o f  l a i c  marr iagc.  

The numbcr o f  t e x t i l e  wives ove r  30 i s  q u i t c  sma l l ,  and thcy  a r e  anomalous 

not  on ly  because thcy were working wlves ,  b u t  a l s o  bccause thcy wcre o l d  a s  

t e x t i l e  workcrs.  Tticir low f e r t i l i t y  makes scnsc ,  b u t  what i t  moans is no t  

c l e a r .  The d i r e c t i o n  of p o s s i b l e  c a u s a l  l i n k s  betwccn working wivcs and 

lower f e r t i l i t y  cannot  be deduced from t h c s e  d a t a .  Wivcs could  bc  working 

because  tlicy had Pew c h i l d r e n ,  o r  they could  be  having fcw su rv iv ing  c h i l d r e n  

because  thcy wcre working. Furtlicnnore, i t  is q u i t c  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t hc  rc-  

cordcd low child-women r a t i o s  f o r  t hese  wivcs wcrc l e s s  a c c u r a t e  than thosc  

f o r  o t h e r  wives because o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  betwccn c h i l d r e n  

o f  working and non-working mothers.  The lowcr child-woman r a t i o s  o f  t e x t i l e  

worker wives i n  Roubaix could r e f l e c t  h iqhe r  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  i n  t h i s  group 

a s  w e l l  a s  lower f e r t i l i t y .  Thc hiqh f e r t i l i t y  of Roubaix f a m i l i c s ,  which 

sccm t o  havc expcctcd womcn t o  b c  reproducers  and producers  was modified 

ove r  timc a s  f a m i l i c s  adaptcd t o  t h c  combinatjon o f  need and oppor tun l ty  

which faced thcm i n  tho  c i t y .  

Figure  2 h e r e  

F igu rc  2 shows child-woman r a t i o s  f o r  samplc f a m i l i c s  i n  whicti p a r e n t s  

were both  r e s i d e n t s  i n  1906. Curves f o r  t h e  t o t a l  sample and f o r  t c x t i l e  

worker-headed f a m i l i c s  show a s h a r p  d e c l i n e  over  1872. Tho graph f o r  female 

t c x t i l e  workcrs had not  dec l ined  os  sha rp ly  b u t  its mod i f i ca t ion  from convcx . 
t o  concavc sliapc s t ror igly  suqgcs t s  t l l a t  some mcdns of b i r t h  c o n t r o l  was uscd 

by thesc  womcn (Rnodel,  1977: 220). 



The i m l ~ l i c n t i o n s  f o r  womcn o f  t h i s  f e r t i l i t y  d e c l i n e  a r c  enormous. 

1 Womcn w e r c  n o  l o n g e r  burdened w i t h  numerous b i r t h s ,  heavy r c s p o n s i b l i t y  f o r  

i n F a n t  and c h i l d  c a r e ,  and i n f a n t  d e a t h .  T h e i r  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

no l o n g e r  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e i r  i n f a n t s '  l i v e s .  The a v e r a g e  number o f  p e r s o n s  i n  

Rouhaix p e r  f a m i l y  hnd dropped from 4 t o  3 . 5 . f r o m  1872 t o  1906. 

Family Waqc Labor D e c i s i o n s  

Recent i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  womcn's economic a c t i v i t y  have  madc a  s t r o n g  

c a s e  f o r  a  b r o a d e r  view o f  t h e  r a n q c  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

"economics".  (Goody. 1973; Lloyd,  1975; Bould ing ,  1976; I lartman, 1976; Mason, 

V i n o v s k i s ,  and Ilareven. 1979) Wives '  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  household  economy 

g o e s  f a r  beyond any wage t h e y  c a n  e a r n .  Cooking, c a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  and home 

f o r  waqc e a r n e r s ,  c h i l d b e a r i n g  and c h i l d  c a r c  must b e  t a k e n  a c c o u n t  o f  i n  

any a n a l y s i s  o f  womcn's economic r o l e .  Goody (1973: 186) n o t e s  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  

a s  a n o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  Among p r o l e t a r i a n  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  

s a v i n g  and t h e  few l e i s u r e  moments wcrc a  consequence  of w i v e s '  economica l  

management and s e l f - d e n i a l  is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  I n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Roubaix,  o v e r  

t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  examined, m a r r i e d  womcn b o t h  e a r n e d  wages and b o r e  c h i l d r e n .  

They a d o p t e d  a  l i f e  c y c l e  rhythm o f  wagc work and home work which was consonant  

w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  hottsehold b e g i n n i n g  to d o  wagc l a b o r  a s  t h e y  grew 

up ,  and t l ie c o n s c r ~ u c n t  i n c r e a s e  o f  s e r v i c e  a c t i v i t y  by t h e i r  m o t h e r s  t h a t  t h i s  

madc p o s s i b l e .  

Tltc I 'ot tcrt t  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  womrn's and c l t i l f l r c n ' s  wagc work i n  

Roubaix i n  1872 and t h e  f a m i l y  c y c l c  o f  n e e d ,  l e d  t o  a  c y c l i c a l  p a t t e r n  o f  

employment f o r  w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  shown i n  F i g u r e  3.  The major  wage e a r n e r  

• F i g u r e  3  h e r e  

i n  most f a m i l i e s  was u s u a l l y  t h e  a d u l t  male  Itcadi h i s  wages,  however,  were  

p o o r  and h i s  w o r k - l i f e  c y c l c  s h o r t .  Family f o r t u n e s  were  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  

f a m i l y  coml ,os i t ion  o v c r  t h e  y e a r s  o f  f a m i l y  f o r m a t i o n ,  growth ,  f i s s i o k  and 

o f  t e x t i l e  w o r k e r s '  f a m i l i e s ,  n o t e d  (1863: 115)  t h a t  when a  c o u p l e  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d ,  t h e y  p r o s p e r e d ,  f o r  b o t h  c o u l d  work f o r  wages.  When c l l i l d r c n  cama. .. : 
. . 

it became more d i E E i c u l t  f o r  t h e  wiEc t o  d o  wagc l a b o r .  Yet need was g r e a t  

a t  j u s t  t h i s  t i m e ,  f o r  t h e r e  was a  h i g h  r a t i o  o f  consumers t o  p r o d u c e r s .  I n  

Roubaix,  t h e  consequence  o f  f a m i l y  necd and t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  wagc o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  young women was t h a t  i n  1872 t h e  p r o p o i t i o n  o f  w i v e s  working c o n t i n u e d  t o  

b e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  even  f o r  m o t h e r s  o f  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  Eive .  The f a c t o r  t h a t  

l e d  t o  m o t h e r s '  r e t i r e m e n t  f tom work, t h e n ,  was o f t e n  n o t  t h e '  p r e s e n c e  d f  i n -  

f a n t s ,  b u t  t h e  a g i n g  o f  m o t h e r s  and t h e i r  d e c l i n i n q  a b i l i t y  to e a r n  wages,  

and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  a s  w o r k e r s  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e i r  

m o t h e r s .  As more c h i l d r e n  went  t o  work,  t h e  m o t h e r s '  l a b o r  f o r c c  p a r t i c i p a -  

t i o n  d e c l i n e d .  Need c o n s t r a i n e d  f a m i l i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  m u l t i p l e  wagc e a r n e r s ;  

w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  o v c r  t h e  f a m i l y  c y c l e  a s  wagc 

e a r n e r s .  Some w i v c s ,  t h e n ,  r e t i r e d  from waqe e a r n i n g  n o t  whcn c h i l d  c a r e  

demands wcrc  I l i q h c s t ,  b u t  wltcn t h e i r  waqe e a r n i n g  a b i l i t y  d e c l i n e d  and when 

s u b s t i t u t e  wage e a r n e r s  werc  a v a i l a b l e .  

Even Nnong p r o l e t a r i a n  f a m i l i e s ,  most wives  were n o t  wagc e a r n e r s  i n  

e i t h e r  p e r i o d .  A working w i f e  was a  s i g n  o f  a  v e r y  poor  f a m i l y ,  o n e  w i t h  

u n u s u a l  necd b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  male wage e a r n e r ,  h i s  poor  wages,  

h i s  s i c k n e s s ,  and s o  on .  Wives worked when need was g r e a t ,  r e t i r e d  whcn t h e y  

c o u l d .  T h e i r  household  r e s p o ~ l s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  n o t  d e c r e a s e  a s  t h e i r  c l t i l d r e n  

becnme w o r k e r s ,  f o r  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  t e n d e d  t o  l i v e  a t  home, a s  i s  shown below. 

The wage work o f  c h i l d r e n  under  1 5  had d e c l i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  by 1906. Techno- . 
l o g i c a l  c h a n g e ,  f a c t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and compulsory e d u c a t i o n  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h i s  cltattqc. So d i d  improved , r e a l  waqcs f o r  men. r r o p o r t i o t ~ a t e l y ,  more 

f e m a l e s  o v c r  1 5  workcd i n  t h e  ~ o u b a i x  labUr f o r c c  i n  1906 and many more m a r r i e d  



women. I n  190G, 31 p c r c e n t  o f  m a r r i c d  womcrl workcd. a s  compared t o  18 p e r c e n t  

4 
i l l  1n72. 

I i 
I .  

T h i s  i n c r c a s c d  p r o l w r t i o n  o f  m n r r i c d  womcn working s u q g c s t s  t h a t  f a m i l y  

d c c i s i o n s  a b o u t  w l ~ i c h  E m i l y  mcmbcrs d i d  wage l a b o r  wcrc  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  changed .. ., 
o p p r t u n i t i c s  f o r  c h i l d r c n  a s  milch a s  t o  employer p r c f c r e n c e  o r  b o u r g e o i s  

I 
o p i n i o n  a b o u t  a 'woman's p l a c e ' .  

F i g u r e  4 h e r e  

I 
I n  190G ( F i g u r o  4 ) ,  t h e r e  wcrc p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  f e w e r  f a m i l i e s  i n  which 

I 

c h i l d r c n  workcd t h a n  i n  1872, b u t  more f a m 1 l i e s . i n  which wives  worked. Wives 

were f i l l i n g  jobs  f o r m e r l y  done  by c h i l d r e n  and young p e r s o n s .  (The imnigra-  

t i o n  o f  f a m i l i c s  w i t h  young working members was no l o n g e r  t h e  dominant  

p a t t e r n  i n  190G: t h c  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Roubaix had a c t u a l l y  d c c l i n c d  s i n c e  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  c c n s u s  i n  1901. )  The c u r v e  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n  which w i v e s  worked ( i n  

F i g u r e  4 )  d i p s  s l i g l l t l y  a t  t h e  c y c l e  p o i n t  o f  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  youngest c h i l d  

u n d e r  f i v c .  Wives w c r c  morc l i k e l y  to spend t i m e  c a r i n g  f o r  young c h i l d r e n  

I n  1906,  even  though t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  working  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

c l lmbcd morc s l o w l y  t h a n  i n  1872. . T h i s  was made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

a d u l t  molc workers  c a r n c d  b c t t c r  wages i n  t h e  more d i v e r s i f i e d  u r b a n  economy 

o f  1906. F e m i l i e s  had more c h o i c e  a b o u t  whether  young p e r s o n s  would a t t e n d  I 

s c h o o l  o r  g o  t o  work. I n  1906,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  aged 1 0  to 1 4  who 1 
had o c c u p a t i o n s  had dropped t o  1 5  p c r c e n t  f o r  g i r l s ,  1 0  p e r c e n t  f o r  boys .  I n  

1906, t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h i l d r c n  under  1 5  who 'wcre  i n  s c h o o l  had more t h a n  

d o u b l e d  o v e r  t h a t  o f  1872 (Roubaix: 1873 and 1 9 0 7 ) .  

I n  Roubaix,  t l i c r e  was i n c r c a s c d  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by m a r r i e d  

. women, and a d r a m a t i c  d e c l i n e  o f  wage l a b o r  by c h i l d r e n  under  15.  Never the-  

l e s s  t h e  p a t t c r n  o f  w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  a l t e r n a t i n g  i n  wagc l a b o r  rcmained. 

The c h i l d r e n  i n  1906 wcre o l d c r ,  c l ~ i l d r c n  i n  a b i o l o g i c a l  and j u r i d i c a l  s e n s e ,  

P a t t e r n s  o f  Family C o r c s i d c n c c  

An i m p o r t a n t  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  autonomy h a s  becn  i d c n t i f \ c d  by 

Andcrson (1971: 83-8G: s c e  a l s o  Katz ,  1975: 297-303 and Goody: 1972) i n  

p a t t e r n s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  o f  young p c r s o n s  and i n  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h c i r  d e p a r t u r e  

from t h e i r  f a m i l y  o f  o r i g i n . '  The p a t t e r n  o f  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  Family mem- . .. 
b e r s  i n  wage c a r n i n q  f m i l i c s  a f f e c t s  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  c o r e s i d c n c e ,  and  h e n c e  

t h e  s i z e  and c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  household  among i n d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a n  f a m i l i e s .  

Anderson (1972: 231-2341 n o t e s  a n  a p p a r e n t  i n c r e a s e d  c o r c s i d c n c e  o f  c h i l d r o n  

i n  P r e s t o n ,  a n  E n g l i s h  t e x t i l e  c i t y  (1851) a s  compared t o  r u r a l  n r c o s .  111s 

e v i d e n c e  shows c o n t i n u e d  r e s i d e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  h o u s e h o l d s ,  

even  w h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r c n  h e l d  jobs .  I n  Roubaix,  a s i m i l a r  p a L t e r n  o b t a i n c d .  

I n  Roubaix,  a s  i n  P r e s t o n ,  t h e r e  was an  a p p a r e n t l y  s u c c c s s f u l  f a m i l y  

e f f o r t  to k e c p  c h i l d r c n  i n  t h e  houschold  and workinq f o r  t l ~ c  f a m i l y  wagc fund. 

The same p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Roubaix (1872) p o p u l a t i o n  ( 4 9  p e r c c n t )  a s  t h a t  o f  

P r e s t o n  (1851) was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  a s  c h i l d r e n  ( o f  any a g e )  l i v i n g  

i n  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h i s  comparcs t o  lowcr p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  

England a s  a whole ,  f o r  r u r a l  L a n c a s h i r e  and much lower  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

c i t y  o f  York ( 1 8 5 1 ) .  Comparcd Lo t e x t i l e  towns ,  a l l  t h c s c  i m p u l a t i o n s  had 

h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  s e r v a n t s ,  who w c r e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  young p e r s o n s  

l i v i n g  i n  households  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  p a r c n t s .  The p c r c e n t a g c  o f  households  

w i t h  c h i l d r e n  ( a s  b r o a d l y  d e f i n e d  ahovc)  p r c s c n t ,  was a l s o  I ~ i g h  i n  ~ o u b a i x .  

F i g u r c  5 h e r e  

F i g u r e  5 shows t h e  number OF c h i l d r c n  i n  ~ o u b a i x  l i v i n g  i n  n u c l c a r  f a m i l i e s  

by t h e  a g c  o f  moLhcrs. Thc Roubaix g r o l ~ l i  s l ~ o w s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t l lc 1liunt)er o f  

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h c  homc was h i g h e s t  f o r  m o t l ~ c r s  aged  40-44, a v c r y  h i g h  a v e r a g e  

was m a i n t a i n e d  between 35  and 54. T a b l e  1 compares Roubaix r e s i d e n c e  p a t t c r n s  . 
~ a b l c  1 h e r e  

o f  young p e r s o n s  f o r  1872 and 1906. The t a b u l a t i o n s  f o r  Roubaix i n c l u d e  

n o t  i n  te rms  o f  c x t r c m c  youtll .  



TABLE 1. WSIOICNCE PATTERNS OF YOIJNG PERSONS 
nc;C 10-24. try SEX, RouonIx 1072. 1806 

I 
PERCENT LIVING 

Of yon1111 womcll 15-19 I  ivi1141 i 11 1.11vi r owl1 IIIIII::I!IIOIII:: i l l  I ~ > I I I ) ; I ~  x ,  lll'12, , I I  I wcrc  n~:~rrlc:d.  
I n  1:hc sonlc yl!ilr. 1111ly 2 p c r c e n t  c: t.Ii~! wo8nt.n a111:cl 2 0 - 2 4  l i v i l ~ t l  ill I l l t*ir  own I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ; f ! l ~ o l r l s  
wt!rc n o t  wivt:s. 111 l!lOli, 11.1 I I' 01. V C : ~ I - I  I I:!; wjt!d J 5-1 9 i 11 ~ I I I ! ~  r  I ~ W I I  IIIIIIS~!II~~~III!; w<:rc mci r r ied ,  
04 p e r c e n t  o f  t l ioso  i~gccl 20-:!,I u c ~ : c  tn;~rriccl .  

younq persons who wcre  marr i rc l  n t ~ d  i n  t l ~ r i r  ow11 I ~ o u s c l ~ o l d s  and c o ~ i s o q u c n t l y ,  

show l o w e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  young p e r s o n s  l i v i &  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t h a h  

Anderson d o e s  f o r  P r c s t o n  i n  a q e  q r o u p  20-21, f o r  h e  dropped  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  

f rom h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w c l l  o v e r  h a l f  o f  younq men, and  4 5  

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  young women aged  20-24 l i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  i n  1072 Roubaix.  - t  

The p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  young p e r s o n s  aged  10-19 l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  i n  Roubaix t h a n  i n  P r e s t o n .  A p p a r e n t l y  i n t a c t  f a m i l i e s  

( o r ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e  p a r e n t  p l u s  c h i l d r e n )  m i g r a t e d  i n  s e a r c h  o f  j o b s  i n  t h e  

French  t e x t i l e  c i t y .  As Anderson b e l i e v e s ,  p a r e n t s  and  c h i l d r e n  may w c l l  

have  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  l o n g e r  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

Why was t h i s ?  llow d i d  f a m i l i e s  k e e p  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a t  home? The wages 

o f  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  1 5  w e r e  v e r y  low, f o r  t h e r e  was a n  a g e  h i e r a r c h y  i n  wages. 

An a d u l t  f a c t o r y  wcavcr  c o u l d  make 1 0  f r a n c s  a week a r o u n d  1072 i n  Roubaix,  

a good s p i n n e r ,  25 t o  30  f r a n c s  weekly .  P i e c e r s  ( r a t t a c h c u r s )  and  o t h e r  

a u x i l i a r y  w o r k e r s  made 1 2  f r a n c s  weekly .  These  l a t t e r  were  c h i l d r e n ' s  j o b s  

-- o r  women's. A k i l o  o f  b r e a d  cost .45  f r a n c ,  and  a k i l o  a d a y  was a n  

a v e r a g e  r a t i o n  f o r  a worker .  T h i s  means t h a t  o n e  q u a r t e r  o f  a c h i l d ' s  s a l a r y  

went  f o r  h i s  or h e r  b r e a d  a l o n e .  
5 

F a m i l i e s  a l s o  had  r e s o u r c e s  t o  o f f e r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  

i n  t h e  crowded, r a p i d l y  growing  c i t y ,  h o u s i n g  was i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y .  U n l i k e  

s e r v i c e  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  j o b s ,  f a c t o r y  j o b s  p r o v i d e d  no h o u s i n g .  I n  

work inq  c l a s s  h o u s e h o l d s ,  non-working w i v e s ,  and  p r o b a b l y  work ing  w i v e s  a s  

w e l l ,  p r o v i d e d  c l e a n i n g ,  c o o k i n g ,  and o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  employed hus- 

b a n d s  and c h i l d r e n .  Wider k i n  ne tworks  s p o n s o r e d  m i g r a t i o n  and ne ighborhood 

n e t w o r k s  o f  m e n  h c l p e d  w i t h  j o b  f i n d i n g .  Thus ,  a l t h o u g h  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  

h a v e  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  employmc~l t  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y  ? i d  have  

c e r t a i n  r e s o u r c e s ,  however s m a l l ,  t o  o f f e r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  which c o u l d  o n l y  

b e  e n j o y e d  i f  t h e  l a t t c r  w e r e  c o r c s i d c n t .  



~ l i c  c o n t i n u i n q  imlmrtancc  o f  s u c h  r c s o u r c c s  i s  shown by t h c  s i m i l a r  

p a t t c r n s  o f  c o r c s i d c n c c  o f  c h i l d r c n  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r c n t s  i n  t h c  1906 f i b u r e s  

( T a b l e  1 and F i g u r e  G). The s h a p e  o f  t h e  c u r v e  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  home by 

F i g u r c  6 h c r e  

t h o  m o t h c r ' s  a g c  llad n o t  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  Roubaix From 1072, e x c e p t  

t h a t  it was t h o s c  m o t h e r s  aged 45-49 who had most  r e s i d e n t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  

l ~ o u s c h o l d s .  Thc whole c u r v e  had s h i f t e d  downward, o f  c o u r s c ,  r e f l c c t i n g  

lowcr  f e r t i l i t y .  I n  t h e  samc p c r i o d ,  s e x  r a t i o s  i n  t h e  c i t y  had dropped 

s h a r p l y .  Thc malo t o  fwnalc  r a t i o  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  sample  p o p u l a t i o n  i? 1072 

was 1061 i n  1906 i t  was 36. Thc s c x  r a t i o  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  1 5  was 109 

i n  1872, 9 2  i n  1906. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  f e m a l e  n u p t i a l i t y  had l i k c w i s e  de- 

c l i n c d .  T h i r t y - t h r c c  p e r c e n t  o f  f e m a l e s  agcd 20 to 24 w e r e  or had been  

m a r r i c d  i n  1072, 25 p c r c c n t  Jn 1906. Among womcn agcd 40-44, 05  p c r c e n t  

werc  o r  had bccn  m a r r i c d  i n  1072, 77 p c r c c n t  i n  190G. 

Oy 1906, h o u s i n q  was l c s s  s c a r c e  i n  Roubiax,  f o r  n e t  i n - m i g r a t i o n  had 

been  r e p l a c c d  by o u t - m i g r a t i o n .  The a v c r a q e  s i z e  o f  houschold  had dropped 

from 4 .7  i n  1072 to 4.0 i n  1906. Al though k i n  s e r v i c e s  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  migra-  

t i o n  and j o b  f i n d i n g  wore p r o b a b l y  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  i n  1872, s h a r e d  wages 

were s t i l l  v c r y  u s e f u l  t o  f a m i l i e s .  Working c h i l d r c n  p r o b a b l y  p a i d  room and 

board  t o  t h e i r  p a r c n t s ,  b u t  t h e  convcnicncc  o f  l o d g i n g  and s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  

by t h e  w i f e  and mothcr wcre a r e a l  b c n c f i t  t o  f a m i l y  wage e a r n e r s .  Lodging 

a s  a means o f  r e d i s t r i b u t i n g  young p e o p l c  i n t o  o t h e r  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  s p a c e  f o r  

e x t r a  mcmbcrs had v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  a s  c h i l d r e n  s t a y e d  i n  t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  

households .  Wives who might  e a r l i e r  have  madc a s m a l l  itlcomc by t a k i n g  i n  

l o d g e r s  (Modcll  and Ilarcvcn, 1973) now c i t h c r  pcr formcd t l ~ c s c  s c r v i c c s  f o r  

t h c i r  own c h i l d r c n ,  o r  d i d  t h i s  and h c l d  a j o b  t o o .  The s c r v i c e  a s p e c t  o f  

t h e  f a m i l y  and t h c  m o t h c r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  s e r v i c c  l o o k  r e l a t i v e l y  more 

i m p o r t a n t  i n  1906 a s  comparcd t o  1872. I n  a f a m i l y  w i t h  combined wages which 

k c p t  i t  abovc  t h c  s u l > s i s l c n c c  l r v c l ,  t h e  mothcr  waq c o n L r ~ b u t i ~ l g  t o  t l lc 

c h i l d r e n ' s  and t h c  f a t l ~ c r ' s  c x p c n d i t u r c  f o r  l c i s u r e  o r  s a v i n v s  by p r o l i d i n g  

Y~ s e r v l c c  a t  l i t t l c  c o s t .  

The changes  o v e r  t i m e  between 1872 and 19013 i n  p a t t c r n s  o f  f a m i l y . l a b o r  

a l l o c a t i o n  and f e r t i l i t y  were conscqucnces  o f  changing  l a b o r  m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s .  

The d e c l i n e  o f  c h i l d  l a b o r  and t h e  r i s e  o f  m a r r i c d  women's l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i -  

c i a t i o n  werc  i m p o r t a n t  changes  i n  f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r  p a t t c r n s .  The d c c l i n e  o f  

m a r i t a l  fertility meant t h a t  w i v e s  wcrc  l e s s  t o r n  betwecn waqc work and c h i l d  

b e a r i n g / c h i l d  c a r e  o f  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n .  On t h e  o t h c r  hand, w i v c s '  i n c r e a s e d  

l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  t e x t i l e  c i t y  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h o  tenden& o f  

c h i l d r e n  t o  rcmain  i n  t h c i r  p a r e n t s '  household .  Fcwer c l ~ i l d r c n  p r e s e n t  a t  

t h e  o l d e r  a g e s ,  a s  w c l l  a s  a t  t h e  i n f a n t  and  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  a g c s  presumably 

meant l e s s  home work f o r  a n  o l d e r  w i f e .  N c v e r t h c l c s s .  h c r  s e r v i c e  to o l d c r  

c h i l d f e n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to t h e i r  r e s i -  

d e n c e  i n  h e r  home. Over h e r  l i f e t i m e ,  a Roubaix w i f e  c o n t i n u c d  t o  d i v i d e  h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  between hcavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i c s  a t  home and a t  work. 

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  mothcr  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  working  c l a s s  house- 

h o l d s  was n o t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  b o t h  England and France  around 1900 i n  t h c  

r e p o r t s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  ( J o n e s ,  1974: 473-76, 406-87).  I n  England a s  a 

whole ,  a s  opposed t o  t e x t i l e  c i t i e s ,  t h c  working w i f e  was a n  e x c e p t i o n .  I n  

F r a n c e ,  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by m a r r i e d  women o b t a i n e d ,  

b u t  r c l a t i v c l y  few o f  tlicm workcd i n  l a r g c  s c a l c  i n ~ l u s t r y  l i k c  t h a t  o f  Roubaix. 

The i m p r t a n c c  o f  t h e  w i f e ' s  a c t i v i t y  a s  p r o v i d e r  o f  s c r v i c c  and t h c  p o s s i -  

b i l i t y  o f  l e i s u r e  and s a v i n g  f o r  h c r  c h i l d r e n  i s  u n d e r l i n e d  by e v i d e n c e  o f  

s u c h  a c t i v i t y  even  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  c i t y ,  i n  which wives  d i d  wage l a b o r .  ~ o u b a i x  

w i v e s '  s c r v i c c  a c t l v i t y  wcnt a l o n g  w i t h  a l a b o r  m a r k c t  which con.tinucd t o  pro- ' 

v i d e  work f o r  younq p c o p l e  and m a t u r e  womcn. 



A s  a r e s u l t ,  most Roubaix c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  g o  t h r o u q h  a s t a q e  o f  inde-  

I 
pendence o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own f a m i l y  s e t t i n g  i n  c i t h c r  1872 o r  190G. Both m a l e s  

and f e m a l e s  were  morc l i k e l y  t o  b e  l i v i n g  wit11 t h e i r  p a r e n t s  i n  1906 t h a n  i n  

1872. M a r r i a g e  f o r  young women w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  was l e s s  l i k e l y  i n  1906, 

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  unbalanced  s e x  r a t i o .  However, a young man's l i k e l i h o o d  o f  

l i v i n g  i n  h i s  own h o u s e l ~ o l d  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  1872. 

The p a t t e r n s  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  among wage-earn ing  f a m i l i e s , w e r e  shaped by  

t h e  powerfu l  market  c o n d i t i o n s  which t h e y  f a c e d .  Yet s u c h  f a m i l i e s  seem to 

have  i n t e r a c t e d  p u r p o s e f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r  m a r k e t  and made t h e  most o f  what 

r e s o u r c e s  and c h o i c e s  t h e y  had. One c o s t  o f  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  was t h e  l i m i t a -  

t i o n  o f  autonomy and c h o i c e  f o r  w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  w h i l e  h i s  

work s i t u a t i o n  shapcd a male  wage e a r n e r ' s  c h o i c e s  and autonomy, t h e  work- 

f a m i l y  l i n k  shaped t h o s e  o f  h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n .  I n  1906, we s e e  m o t h e r ' s  

a c t i v i t y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  l e i s u r e  o r  t o  a F u t u r e - o r i e n t e d  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  

s a v i n g s  by  c h i l d r e n .  

I n  Roubaix,  a s  i n  o t h e r  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s ,  t h e  wage 

economy shapcd f a m i l y  s t r u d t u r e  and f a m i l y  b e h a v i o r .  P r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  f e a r e d  

and condcmncd t h e  imprudence o f  p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  b e c a u s e  p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  knew 

what a p o w e r f u l  c o n s t r a i n t  i n h e r i t a n c e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e i r  own i m p u l s e s  and a s p i r a -  

t i o n s .  They d i d  n o t  s e e  t h a t  wage c a r n c r s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a d i f f e r e n t  y e t  power- 

f u l  s e t  o f  c o n s t r a i n t s :  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  and o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a r k e t  t h e  house- 

h o l d ' s  l a b o r  power. I n  Roubaix and e l s e w h e r e ,  f a m i l y  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  

f a m i l y  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  mcmbers a s  wage w o r k e r s ,  and p a t t e r n s  o f  f a m i l y  c o r e s i -  

. ' . d e n c e  w c r c  a l l  p a r t  o f  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  sys tem i n  which t h e s e  

f a m i l i e s  were  l o c a t e d .  

0 

FOOTNOTES 

i 
1. The r c s c a r c l l  f o r  t h i s  p a p c r  was s u p p o r t e d  by a R o c k c f c l l c r  F o u n d a t i o ~ ~  

I . P o p u l a t i o n  P o l i c y  G r a n t .  1974-1976. and by a Rackham F a c u l t y  G r a n t ,  1976-1977. 

The p r o j e c t s  were  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d i e s  o f  "Women i n  a n  Urban I n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  
, 

-c 

S o c i e t y "  and "Educat ion  and t h e  Working C l a s s  i n  Three  French  C i t i e s . "  The 

I b a s i c  d a t a  f o r  Roubaix were  found i n  t h e  nominal  lists o f  t h e  French  c e n s u s  

I f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1861, 1872, and 1906 which a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Elunicipal  A r c h i v e s  
' 

I o f  Roubalx (1861, 1872) and i n  t h e  A r c h i v c s  d 6 p a r t c m c n t a l c s  du Nord i n  L i l l e  

(19061. A l l  p o p u l a t i o n  d a t a  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  a r e  based  o n  a t e n  p e r c e n t  sample  

o f  h o u s e h o l d s  from t h e s e  lists. . . 

I 2. D i s c u s s i o n  o f  method f o r  c a l c u l a t i n g  o f  a g e - s p e c i f i c  child-woman r a t i o s  . 

I - 
from c e n s u s  and t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  a s  a f e r t i l i t y  measure  i n  l lareven and 

I V i n o v s k i s ,  1974 and 1975. Numerical  v o l u c s  o f  t h e  child-woman r a t i o s  a r e  

I shown i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e .  

CHILD-WOMAN RATIOS (CIIILDREN UNDER FIVE TO 
1 , 0 0 0  WIVES BETWEEN 20-49 LIVING WITH IIUSBANDS)' 

j Roubaix 1 8 6 1  N 1872 N 1906 N 
(wlves)  

1 T o t a l  sample  
677 1 , 1 7 4  1 , 6 8 1  

raw 1 , 0 1 3 . 3  827 432.9 
s t a n d a r d i z e d '  1 , 0 2 0 . 0  814.7  433.0  

male  t e x t i l e  330 510 620 
h e a d s  ' r 1 ,069.7  862.5  422.6 

s 1 ,004.6  837.8 424.8 

non-head t e x t i l c  7 8  353 479 
worker  i n  r 679.5  643.1 319.4 
f a m i l y  s 484.2 695.1  325.8  

w i f e  t e x t i l e  I 0 146 291 
worker  r 0 493.1 209.6 

s 437.3 1 5 7 . 5  

* S t a n d a r d i z e d  t o  a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m a r r i e d  women i n  l larevcn and V i n v o s k i s  
s a m p l e s ,  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y ,  1975. 



4. C l n r a  E. C o l l c t .  1090: 242,  comments o n  t h e  same p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  

~ n g l i s h  t e x t i l e  i n d ~ t s t r y .  I 
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