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SOCIAL. MOVEMENTS ANI) NA'I'LONAI. POI.LT I CS 

L.nnguedoc: 1682  

l n ~ a g i n e  y o u r s e l f  s t r o l l i ~ r g  i n  sunny Narbonne,  F r a n c e ,  d u r i n g  o  

summer a l ~ ~ ~ o s t  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  ago .  On t h e  f i r s t  o f  Augus t .  1 6 8 2 ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  wllich t h e  I n t e n d a n t  o f  1.anguedoc s e n t  t o  P a r i s :  

. . . t t ~ e r e  was a  l i t t l e  movement i n  Nnrbonl~e  on  t h e  o c c a s i o n  

o f  t h e  c o l l e c r l o n  o f  t lre cosse t a x ,  wlrich I ~ a d  been  o r d e r e d  by 

a n  a c t  o f  t h e  r o y a l  c o u n c i l .  Many women g a t l ~ e r e d  wiLh t h e  

conlmon p e o p l e ,  and  t h r e w  s t o n e s  LIL Lhe t a x  c o l l e c t o r s ,  b u t  

~ l ~ e  C o ~ i s u l s  and  t h e  l e n d i n g  c i t i z e n s  h u r r i e d  o v e r  and  p u t  a  

s t o p  t o  t h e  d i s o r d e r  . . . (A.N. [ A r c l ~ i v e s  N a t i o n n l e s ,  P a r i s ]  

7 
C 296; s e e  a l s o  A r c h i v e s  C o a s ~ u n a l e s .  Narbonne,  HU 29,  f o l i o  

1 4 4 ) .  

Now a  cosse was a  l o c a l  g r a i n  measure  w l ~ i c l ~  h e l d  sometlr lng l i k e  f i v e  l t t e r s .  

More i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  h e l d  o n e - f o r t i e t l ~  o f  a  s c t i c r  o f  g r a i n ;  t o  c o l l e c t  o n e  

c o s s e  p e r  s e t i e r ,  w h i c l ~  was t h e  ail11 o f  t h o s e  t a x  col . l .cctort l ,  wus t o  t a x  

g r a i n  a t  2 .5  p e r c e n t .  The r o y a l  domaill lrad l o n g  h e l d  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  

c o l l e c t  t h e  cosse on a l l  g r a i n  s o l d  by o u t s i d e r s  a t  Narbonne,  b u t  t lre s i x -  

t e e n t h - c e ~ ~ t u r y  w a r s  o f  r e l l g i o n  had i ~ i c e r r u p t e d  t l ~ c  c o l l c c c l o n  o f  t h e  cox.  

I n  1 6 8 2 ,  t l ~ e  royal .  c o u n c i l  ( g u i d e d  by C o l b e r t  i n  i t s  i n c e s s a n t  s e n r c l ~  Foc . 

r e v e n u e  t o  pay f o r  r o y a l  w a r s  and  r e g a l  d i s p l a y )  trod a i ~ t l ~ o r i z e d  t h e  q o y a l  

p r o p e r t y  a g e n t  t o  b e g i n  anew t h e  c o l l c c t i o ~ ~  o f  t h e  -e. The a g e n t  

o r d e r e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t o l l  b o o t l ~ s  a t  t h e  c i t y ' s  g a t e s ,  and  d i r e c t e d  

h i s  c l e r k s  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x  o n  a l l  g r a i n  b r o u g h t  i n  by n o n - r e s i d e n t s .  

The c i t y ' s  C o n s u l s  d i d  what t h e y  d a r e d  t o  o p l ~ o s e  t l ~ e  cosse -- irnd, 

e s p e c i a l l y ,  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t l ~ c  g a t e s  r o t l ~ r r  t h a n  a t  t h e  marke t  -- on t l ~ e  

ground t h a t  i t  would d i s c o u r a g e  t r a d e  and r a i s e  t11e p r i c e  o f  food  111 t l ~ e  
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c l t y .  But t h e i r  d a r i n g  d i d  n o t  go v e r y  f a r .  W l ~ i l e  t h e  C o n s u l s  f i l e d  

i n e f f c c t u o l  p r o t e s t s ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  women g a t l ~ e r e d  and s t o n e d  t h e  t a x  c o l -  

l e c t o r s .  T h e i r  " l i t t l e  movernen~" f a i l e d  t o  h a J t  L l~e  c o l l e c L l o n  o f  L l ~ e  

t a x .  Yet  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  c o n f l i c t  and n e g o t i a t i o n ,  i n  1 6 9 1  t h e  I n t e n d a n t  

f i n a l l y  a r r a n g e d  t h e  c o n v e r s ~ o n  o f  t h e  cosve i n t o  a  g e n e r a l  c a s h  payment 

from t h e  E s t a t e s  t o  t h e  r o y a l  p r o p e r t y  a g e n t  (A.N. C' 298,  299,  300) .  

F o r  a l l  t h e i r  d i s a p p r o v a l  OF p r o t e s t  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  a ~ r t l ~ o r i L l e s  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  r e i n s t a t e d  t a x  was i ~ ~ c o n v e n l e n t ,  and p e r h a p s  u n j u s t .  

L e t  u s  n e g l e c t  t l ~ c  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  s e v e ~ ~ t e e t ~ t l ~ - c e n t u r y  f i n a n c e s ,  

and f o c u s  on  t h a t  " l i t t l e  movement" o f  Narbonne ' s  women. I t  resembled  

nuny o t l ~ e r  l o c a l  French  c o n f l i c t s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t l ~  c e n t u r y  111 t h a t  i t  

i n v o l v e d  d i r e c t  o c t i o n  i i g a i n s t  t h e  r o y a l  a t t e m p t  t o  l e v y  new t a x e s .  I t  

r c s e n ~ b l e d  marly o t h e r  t r o u b l e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  mid-century  Fronde  ( h u t  d i f -  

f e r e d  from many b e f o r e  and  d u r i n g  t h e  Fronde)  i n  t h a t  t h e  i l u t h o r i t l e s ,  

d e s p i t e  t l l e i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r o y a l  measure ,  i ~ ~ ~ ~ n e d l a t e l y  s t e p p e d  i n  t o  

r e p r e s s  t h e  p o p u l a r  r e s i s t a i ~ c e .  I t  r c s e n ~ b l e d  many o t h e r  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  

t i n ~ c  I n  w l ~ i c h  women p l a y e d  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  promillent  r o l e  i n  t h a t  t h e  imme- 

d i a t e  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n e d  f o o d ,  m a r k e t i n g  and  t h e  c o s t  o f  ' l i v i n g .  I n  t h e s e  

r e g a r d s ,  t h e  Augus t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  Narbonne s t a n d s  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

o t h e r  s e v e n t e e n t l l - c e n t u r y  c o n f l i c t s .  ( S e e  Bercd  1 9 7 4 ,  P i l l o r g e t  1 9 7 5  

and P o r c l ~ n e v  1 9 6 3  f o r  numerous c x a s ~ p l e s . )  

What s l ~ o u l d  we c a l l  i t ?  'I'l~c l o c a l  a u t l ~ o r l l : i e s  c a l l e d  i t  n o t  o n l y  a  

p e t i t  mouvcaent,  b u t  a l s o  a n  emot ion  y o p u l a i r e  a n d  a  d d s o r d r e .  A l l  t l l e s e  

te rms  be longed  t o  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  s t a n d a r d  v o c a b u l a r y ;  t h e y  d e s i g n a t e d  a  

l o c a l i z e d  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  by  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  w l ~ l c l ~  t h e  a u t l r o r l t i e s  con- 

s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r  t o  end  by f o r c e .  But what s h o u l d  c a l l  i t ?  

T l ~ a t  i s  a  conceptual q u e s t i o n .  Using t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  t h e  t in le  i s  o n e  

p o s s i b l e  answer  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ;  p e r h a p s  we shou1.d s e t t l e  f o r  dmot.ion o r  

d d s o r d r e ,  much a s  we u s u a l l y  i n s i s t  o n  c a l l l . n g  t h e  r o y a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

t i m e  by L l ~ e i r  r l g l ~ L f u l  t i t les  i n s t e a d  o f  s u b s t i t u t i n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  t w e n t l e t l l -  

c e n t u r y  e q u i v a l e n t .  Yet t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  t h e  t i n ~ e  b r i n g s  a l o n g  i ts own 

a n ~ b i g u i t i e s ,  v a r i a t i o n s  and o v e r t o n e s ,  and makes i t  t h e  more difELc111t t o  

u n d e r t a k e  t h e  s o r t  o f  co~npori .snn we m.Lght want t o  t r y  between t h e  f i g l ~ t l n g  

women o f  Narbc~nne i n  1692  a!ld t h e  f i g h t i n g  women o f ,  s a y .  1,os A n g e l c s  i n  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  

S i n c e  t h e  a u c l ~ o r i t i e s  o f  Narbonne t h c n ~ s e l v e s  uscd  C l ~ e  word alolrvcnlcnt. 

would i t  b e  I e g i t l o ~ a t e  t o  a p p l y  t h e  venerable 1.abel  " s o c i a l  ~novement"? 

T h a t  would probab1.y c a u s e  more c o n f u s l o n  t h a n  I n s i g l ~ t .  S o ~ ~ ~ e l ~ o w  a  s o c i a l .  

moveloent s l ~ o u l d  be  more d u r a b l e  t han t l ~ a t  f l e e t 1  ng e n c o u n t e r  between Nar- 

b o n n e ' s  wolnen and  t h e  t a x  c o I . 1 e ~ t o r s ;  it s l ~ o u l d  p u r s u e  I ~ r o a d e r  ai.ms t l ~ a n  

t h e  b l o c k i n g  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t o l l .  I f ,  on  t l ~ c  o t h e r  I ~ a n d ,  we were  convinced  

t h a t  t h e  l i t t l e  a f f z ~ i r  o f  1682  was o n l y  o n c  i n c l d e n t  i n  a  l o n g  s e r l . c s ,  t l ~ a t  

t h e  wolnen o f  Narbonne were  aware  o f  t h e i r  com~non i n t e r e s t s  and  d i s t i n c t  

i d e n t l t y ,  and t h a t  t h e y  were  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  s e e k i n g  a  s e t  o f  c l ~ a ~ ~ g e s  con- 

s i d e r a b l y  l i ~ r y e r  Chun t lre s u s p e n s l o o  oE o n e  t a x  o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e n  we I I I L ~ I I ~  

c o m f o r t a b l y  b e g i n  t o  t h i n k  i n  t e r m s  o f  a  s o c i a l  a o v e l n e ~ ~ c .  

The Cam.isards 

111 t h e  Languedoc o f  t l ~ a t  t i ~ n e  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  o n e  set o f  p e o p l e  

who c a n ~ e  c1.osc t o  c l ~ o s e  demanding s t a n d a r d s .  They w e r r  n o t  t l ~ c  women o f  

Narbonne,  b u t  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  -- women, men and c h l l d r e n  a l i k e  -- o f  t h e  

n ~ o u n t a i n s .  F o r  a b o u t  f o u r  d e c a d e s ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t l ~ e  1670s .  t h e  samc c o r r e -  

spondence  o f  t h e  I n t e n d a n t  w l ~ l c l ~  r e p o r t e d  t h e  Narbonne a f f a i r  was packed 

wittr  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  " f a u a t i c s " .  Uurlnl: t h e  1670s .  t h e  I n t e n d a n t  f o l -  

lowed r o y a l  p o l i c y  by s q u e e z i n g  o u t  o f  p u b l i c  o f f l c e  t h o s e  P r o t e s t o t ~ t v  who 

r e f u s e d  t o  a b j u r e  t l ~ e i r  f a i t l ~ .  The m e a s u r e s  u g a i n s t  t l ~ i  "l(.P.K." (Kel . lg lon  

P r 6 t e n d u e  R6formee -- So-Cal led  Kefonned H e 1 i g i o n ) b r o a d e n c d a o d  intensified 

d u r i n g  t l ~ e  e a r l y  1 6 8 0 s .  



T l ~ e  P r o t e s t a n t s  p r e p a r e d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s .  "Tl~e I l ~ t g u e n o t s  o f  

t h e  V i v a r a l s . "  r e p o r t e d  t h e  LutendanL i n  August  1 6 8 3 ,  

. . . c o n t i n u e  n o t  o n l y  t o  p r e a c h  i n  f o r b i d d e n  p l a c e s ,  b u t  a l . so  

t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  war.  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  have  no c l ~ l e f s ,  n o t  

even  h a l f w a y - q u a l i f i e d  g e n t r y ,  i n  t l ~ e i r  p a r t y ;  we t o o k  c a r e  o f  

t l ~ u t  by s e l z l n g  a 1 1  t h e  l e a d e r s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d ,  o r  t h a t  we 

s u s p e c t e d ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  s t a r t .  A l l  t l ~ e  same, t h e y  have  man- 

a g e d  t o  s e t  up a  s o r t  o f  n ~ i l i t a r y  b a s e .  ' r l~ey  h a v e  o r g a n i z e d  

c o n ~ p a o l e s  under  s p e c l f i c  conunanders. They l ~ a v e  c a p t ~ r r e d  some 

c a s t l e s .  They a r e  d i g g l n g  i n ,  t h e y  h a v e  a n m ~ u n l t i o n  and a rms .  

I n  a  word,  w l ~ l p p e d  up by  ministers who p r e a c h  n o t h i n g  b u t  

s e d i t i o n  and r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e y  g i v e  e v e r y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  p l a n n l n g  

t o  r e s i s t  t h e  k i n g ' s  t r o o p s  . . . (A.N. c7 296) 

The n~osL s e r l o u s  was y e t  t o  come. I n  1685 ,  w i t h  t h e  r e v o c a t i o ~ ~  o f  t h c  

E d l c t  oE N a n t e s ,  began  t h e  o ~ a j o r  d r i v e  Lo c o n v e r t ,  o r  a t   leas^ t o  sup-  

p r e s s ,  t h e  many P r o t e s t a n L s  o f  t h e  C(ivennes, t h e  V i v a r a i s ,  and o t l ~ e r  

r e g i o n s  o f  Languedoc. Prom t h a t  t i m e  o n ,  r e l a t i o n s  be tween  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  

r o y a l  o f f l c i a l s  and  its P r o L e s t a n t s  swung between open  war and t r o u b l c d  

peace .  

1111111edlately a f t e r  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n ,  a  new InLendant  o f  Languedoc,  

N l c o l a s  d e  Lnn~oignon d e  H a s v i l l e ,  d e c l a r e d  111s hope  o f  m a s t e r i n g  t h e  enemy 

l ~ y  nleans o f  s e v e r e  and o s t e n t a t i o u s  r e p r e s s i o n ;  a n  c d r l y  e f f o r t  wds h i s  

hanging s e v e n  and d e c a p l t a c i n g  o n e  o f  Lhe l l l e g a l  a s s e ~ ~ ~ b l y  o f  "new c o n v e r t s  

which had k i l l e d  two o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  s e n t  t o  b r e a k  i t  up." ("New' c o ~ ~ v e r t s "  

I were  p e o p l e  who had n o m i n a l l y  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  C a c h o l i c i s n ~ ,  b u t  had a c t u a l l y  
I 

I 
r e L a l n e d  t h e i r  P r o t e s t n n L  t i e s  .) " T l ~ e r e  a r e  no m i n i s t e r s  p r e a c l ~ i n g , "  h e  

. w r o t e  contempcuous ly .  " t l l e r e  a r e  n o t h i n g  b u t  m t 6 e r a l ~ l e  preaching c a r d e r s  
I 

' 1  and p e a s a n t s  who l u c k  e v e n  common s e n s e ;  I hope L O  a r r e s t  two o r  t h r e e  o f  

I I 

t l ~ r n ~  L l ~ a t  L I ~ a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  Elnd y e t "  (A.N. c7 297, Octol,ee 1 6 8 6 ) .  

Vain I ~ o p c .  T l ~ e  " ~ s s e m b l l e s  l o  Lhe d e s e r t "  m u l L i p l l e d ,  P r o t e s t ; ~ n t  m i l l t n r y  

f o r c e s  s p r a n g  up i n  t h e  b a c k l a n d s ,  and  t h e  r o y a l  t r o o p s  found Ll~emselves  

b e g i n n i n g  d g u e r r i l l a  o p e r a L i o n  w l l i c l ~  l a s ~ e d  1 n L e r e i t L e n L l y  f o r  25 y e a r s .  

and ,  especially, g l r l s  -- were  p r c a c l ~ l l l g  i n  L l ~ e  V i v ; ~ r a l s .  By Lhe end o f  

t h e  c e n t u r y ,  poor  men and woeen p o s s e e s e d  I J ~  c c s t n t l c  t r a n c e s  and L l ~ e  g i f ~  

'of p rophecy  were  c o n m ~ u n l c a t l n g  d i v i n e  1 n s L r u c t i o 1 1 s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

Cevennes.  T h e r e  i o  t h e  Cevennes t h e  P r o t e s t a n L  r e b e l s  t o o k  o n  t h e  nclnle 

o f  Camlsards .  I n  1703 ,  t h e  salnc ' I n t e ~ i d a n t  wlko Itad I ~ o p e d ,  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r ,  t o  b r e a k  P r o t e s c a ~ r t  r c s i s t a n c c  t h r o u g h  s p e c t a c u l a r  b u t  l i m i t e d  

p i m i s l ~ n ~ e n t  r e s o r t e d  t o  o r d e r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  P r o t e s t a n t  c o u n t  r y s l d e  o f  t l ~ c  

1) iocese  o f  Mende e v a c u a t e d ,  and d o z e n s  o f  v i l l a g e s  burned  t o  t l ~ e  ground.  

'I'lre s t r a t e g y  o f  s c o r c h e d  e a r t h  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  

Even wit11 t h a t  f e r o c i o u s  t r e a t m e n t ,  L L  t o o k  a n o l h e r  y e a r  t o  c h e c k  L l ~ e  major  

Caulisard r e b e l l i o n ,  a n o t h e r  s i x  y e a r s  t o  sn las l~  t h e  l a s t  C a n ~ l s a r d  n ~ l l i t n r y  

Eorce ,  a n o t h e r  t e n  o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t o  f r a g m c n t  and tame t h e  r e g l o n . ' ~  P r o t -  

e s t a n t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  no  l o n g e r  posed  a  s e r l o u s  c l ~ a l l e n g e  t o  r o y a l  

a u t h o r i t y .  As l a t e  a s  1 7 1 0 ,  a  r o y a l  p a t r o l  f e l l  upon "an a s s e n ~ l ~ l y  i n  t h e  

p a r l s l ~  o f  Saumane, o f  f i v e  armed men and twcnty  women", k i l l l n g  two wen 

and f o u r  women 111 t h e  p r o c e s s  (A.N. c7 314,  J u l y  171.0). 

Wl~o were  t l ~ e s e  z e a l o t s ?  The q u e s t i o n  is a  n e t t l e ,  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

g r a s p  w i t t ~ o u t  b e i n g  s ~ u n g ;  t h e  answer  v a r i c s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c h o l c e  o f  

Lime p o i n t ,  r e g i o n  and (most i m p o r t a n t l y )  c r i t e r i o n  o f  membcrs l~ lp .  At o n e  

e x t r e m e ,  wc n ~ i g l ~ t  b e  L h i n k i n g  o f  n i l  t h e  I ' r o t e s t r n L s  i n  I.unguedoc: 202,794 

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  1 , 5 6 1 , 5 4 1  i n l ~ a b l t u n t s ,  o c c o r d l ~ ~ g  LO t h e  l u d i c r o u s l y  p r e -  
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c i s e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  I n t e n d a n t  I11 1 6 9 8  (A.N. 11 1 5 8 8  ) .  At t h e  

oLher  e x t r e m e ,  we 11lig11L t a k e  o n l y  t h e  few t l ~ o u s a n d  wl~o  a t  o n e  t ln le  o r  on- 





'Cl~e phy1.loxera b l i g h t  had wiped o u t  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  I . a ~ ~ g u e d o c ' s  v i n e s  

i n  t h e  1880s .  b u t  t h e  r e p l a n t i n g  and e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  soon  made up t h e  

d e f i c i t .  At t l ~ e  sanie t i m e ,  t h e  growing  l ~ p o r t a t l o n  o f  c h e a p  A l g e r i a n  wine  and  

t h e  es~ployment  o f  b e e t - s u g a r  i n  t h e  n ~ n n u f n c t u r e  o f  potab1.e wine  f r t ~ n ~  l ~ ~ f e r i o r  

g r a p e s  f l o o d e d  t h e  marke t  and  p r o v l d e d  t h e  M i d i ' s  winegrowers  wit11 unprece-  . 

d e n t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e i r  m a r k e t s  c o ~ ~ t r a c t c d  and t h e  l r  p r l c e s  Eel 1 . From 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1.900, v a r i o u s  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  region's w i ~ ~ e g r o w e r s  began t o  a g i -  

t a t e  f o r  t h e  p r o l ~ l b i t i o n  o f  t h e  new s u g a r - w i n e s ,  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s t i l l  p a r t  

o f  t h e i r  v i i ~ t a g e  a n d ,  s o m e t l n ~ e s ,  f o r  t h e  suspens . lon  o f  t a x e s .  T l ~ e  day- . laborers  

o f  t h e  w i n e f i e l d s  began  t o  o r g a n i z e  u n l o n s  and t o  'demand b e t t e r  wages.  

A f t e r  a  r o v l n g  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o m n ~ l s s i o n  had come t o  h e a r  t h e  c o m ~ ~ l z t i n t s  

o f  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  i n  March 1 9 0 7 ,  a  g r e a t  c a n ~ p n i g n  o f  o r g a n i z i n g ,  m e e t i n g  and 

f e d e r a t i n g  took  p l a c e  t l ~ r o u g l ~ o u t  t h e  v l n e y a r d  a r e a s .  By t h e  5 t h  o f  May, some 

6 0  t o  8 0  t l ~ o u s u n d  p e o p l e  were  m e e t i n g  i n  Narbonne,  and b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  

socialist mayor F e r r o u l .  111 s u c c e e d i n g  weeks ,  t o  t a k e  t h e  minin~um e s t l ~ a a t e s .  

t h e r e  were  1 2 0  t h o ~ ~ s a n d  a t  B Q z l e r s ,  1 7 0  thousand  a t  Y e r p i g n a n ,  220 t l ~ o u s a n d  a t  

Curcnssonne .  250 thousand  a t  NPmes, 600  t l ~ o u s a n d  a t  M o n t p e l l i e r .  Soon a  t a x -  

p a y e r s '  s t r i k e  and a  s e r i e s  o f  o s t e n t a t i o u s  r e s i g n a t i . o n s  by muni.clpa1 o f f i c e r s  

were  under  way. By mid-June,  t h e  government was s e n d i n g  t r o o p s  i n t o  t h e  r e g l o n ,  

d e m o n s t r u t o r s  were  f i g h t i n g  gendarmes a n d ,  back  i n  N a r b o ~ ~ n c ,  m i l i t a n t s  were  

a t t a c k i n g  t h e  s u b - p r e f e c t u r e .  F r o n ~  J u n e  t h r o u g l ~  September ,  t l ~ e  govert lment 

r e p l i e d  w l t l ~  a  few concessions and a  good d e a l  o f  r e p r e s s i o n .  T h e r e  were  I~un-  

d r e d s  o f  a r r e s t s ,  and a  h a l f - d o z e n  d e a t h s .  The  f o r m a t i o n  o f  il G e n e r a l  Confed- 

e r a t i o n  o f  Wlnegrouera ,  a t  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  i n  Narbonoe t h e  22d o f  S e p t e ~ n b e r ,  

nurked  t h e  encl o f  t h e  y e a r ' s  t u r b u l e n c e .  Then began t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  

t r i a l s ,  t h e  a c q u l t t a l ~ ,  t h e  a m n e s t i e s  and  t h e  d e ~ n o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M l d i ' s  

wlnegrowers .  

Was t h a t  a  s o c i a l  movement? I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s c a n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  

s p e e c h  t h a t  E r n e s t  F e r r o u l ,  p h y s i c i a n ,  s o c i a l i s t  and mayor o f  Narbonne g a v e  a t  

I 'erpigndn o n  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  J u n e .  At L l ~ a t  p o l n ~ ,  P e r r o u l  [aced a n  a c u t e  p o l i t i c a l  

problem: t h e  most v i s l b l e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  L l ~ e  a g i t a t i o n  was t h e  i n n k e e p e r  M a r c e l l i n  

AlberL. head  o f  L l ~ e  w i ~ l e g r o w e r ' s  c o n ~ m l t t e e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  A r g e l l l e r s ;  b u t  IL  

was L ~ I I I ~ ,  Ll~ougllL F e r r o u l ,  Lo s l ~ i f L  L l ~ e  a g i t a t i o n  Cram i t s  v i l l a g e  b a s e  and 

l o o s e  o r g a ~ ~ i z a t i o ~ ~  t o  a n  u r b a n  b a s e  and  a  l a r g e r  s c a l e  -- l e d ,  p e r l ~ n p s , b y  t l ~ e  

s o c l a l i s L  nldyors o f  ~ r u c l a l  c i t i e s .  18 t h e  A r g e l l l e r u  conm~i tLee ,  s a i d  P e r r o u l ,  

. . . h a s  p r e p a r e d  n ~ a g o i f i c e n t  , unprecedenLed n ~ a r c h e s .  wi L ~ I U L I L  

I ~ i s t o r i c a l  p a r a l l e l ;  i f  i t  b a s  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  g r e a t  wlnegrowers '  

d e m o u s t r a t i o ~ ~ s  you know, which a r e  c l ~ a r a c t e r l z c d  by a  ~ n a r v e l o u s  

c a l n ~ n e s s ,  s o l i d a r i t y  and agreenlcnL, i t  I s  now i m p o s y l b l e  f o r  t h e  

c o n ~ n ~ i t t e e  t o  d i r e c t  f rom i t s  ow11 hon~e s u c h  a  g r a n d  movement, 

s p r e a d  a c r o s s  f o u r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  

And l a t e r  he  d e c l a r e d :  

T h i s  movelncnL i s  n o t  p o l i t i c a l .  I t  i s  d e e p  and  I~umon. I t  is n o t  

t h e  a g i L a L i o n  o f  a  p a r t y ,  buL t h e  u p r i s i n g  o f  men wl~o  wnnL t o  l l v e ,  

dnd who d r e  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  L l ~ e i r  11u11gcr. 

l ' l~c  word "moven~cnt" r e c u r s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o ~ ~ t c x t  and  wit11 a  d i f f e r e n t  t o n e  

from t h e  p e t i t  III~~IVCIL o f  1682 .  Narbonnc ' s  nluyor w a n t s  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  wine- 

g r o w e r s '  n u n h e r s ,  conlmitn~ent and  i n t e r n a l  d l s c i p l . i ~ ~ e ,  t l ~ c l r  o r i c o t a t i o ~ ~  t o  

d e e p l y  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  f a c t  t l ~ a t  t h e y  s t a n d  above  and beyond rouq111c 

p a r t y  p o l l t l c s .  Somel~ow t h a t  s e r i e s  o f  a c t i o n s  a t  t l ~ c  I , e g . l n ~ ~ i n g  o f  o u r  c e n t u r y  

e x e m p l i f i e s  what W i l k i ~ l s o n  and  o t h e r  s c l ~ o l a r s  I ~ a v e  i n  mind u l ~ e n  t lwy d i s c t ~ s s  

and d e f i n e  s o c i a l  nlovenlents. So d o  a  nun~ber  o f  o t l ~ e r  p l ~ c : ~ ~ o n ~ e ~ ~ a  -- l u h o r  move- 

ments ,  p o l i t i c a l  nlovements, even  P r o t e s t a n t  religious n~ovcments -- w l ~ l c h  1.angue- 

doc h a s  produced  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The c ~ ~ m p a r i s o o  o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  winegrowers  w i t h  t h e  sevcntcent11-centut .y l ' r o t e s t ~ ~ n t s  r u l s e s  

t l ~ e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  nlovcment i s  more c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  



t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  o n r  own t l m e  t h a n  t h e  a b s t r a c t  p h r a s i n g  and uni -  

v e r s a l  sweep o f  t h e  u s u a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  s u g g e s t .  

'The s u s p i c i o n  1s we1.l founded .  Dot11 t h e  c o n c e p t  and t h e  ~ ~ l ~ c n o n ~ e n o n  i t  

r e p r e s e n t s  a r e  l a r g e l y  n l n e t e e n t l r - c e n t u r y  c r e a t i o n s .  The c o n c e p t  "n~oves~ent  ," 

i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s u s t a i n e d  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  drew some o f  i t s  l n i t l a l  a p p e a l  

from i t s  n ~ e c h a n i c a l  anal .ogy,  and  t lren t h e r e  was tile S o c i a l  Movement -- d i e  

s o z i a l e  Bewegung -- t h e  l ~ i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d  which  most o b s e r v e r s  identified w i t h  

t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  work ing  c l a s s e s .  T h a t  i d e a  o f  a  dominant  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d  t i e d  
, 

t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  p o v l t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  was o n e  o f  t h e  c l ~ i e f  

t o o l s  o f  s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  b e q u e a t h e d  by t h e  n i n e t e e n t l ~  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  twentieth. 

The i d e a  o f  many s u c h  movements, n o t  a l l  o f  them b e n e f i c e n t  o r  even  c o n n e c t e d  

w l t l ~  o n e  a n o t l ~ e r ,  is  a  s i m p l e  a d a p t a t l o n  o f  t h e  b a s l c  c o n c e p t  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  

a  s t u l ~ b o r n l y  d i v e r s e  r e a l i t y .  

'The R i s e  o f  Soc ia l .  M o v c ~ ~ ~ e n t s  

The r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  was l a r g e l y  a  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c r e a t i o n .  P e o p l e  

have ,  co  b e  s u r e ,  banded t o g e t h e r  more o r  less s e l c - c o n s c l o u s l y  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  

o f  conanon e n d s  s i n c e  t h e  beginning o f  h i s t o r y .  The n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  

rise o f  t h e  s o c i a l  movement i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a  set o f  p e o p l e  who v o l u ~ i t a r i l y  and  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  commit t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a  s h a r e d  i d e n t i t y ,  a  u n i f y i n g  b e l i e f ,  a  

conmoll p rogram and  a  c o l l e c t 1 . v e  s t r u g g l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  progrant.  The g r e a t  

b u l k  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  u p r i s i n g s  and  p o p u l a r  f e r v o r s  t o  which we a r e  tempted t o  

a p p l y  t h e  t e r m  were  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d e f e r ~ s i v e  a c t i o n s  by g r o u p s  w h i c t ~  had l o n g  

e x i . s t e d ;  d u r l n g  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t l r  c e n t t l r y ,  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  c a s e  was t h e  c o n c e r t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  

c o m m ~ ~ o i t i e s  t o  t h e  l m p o s i t i o n  o f  new forms o f  t a x a t i o n  w l ~ i c h  i n f r i n g e d  t l ~ e i r  

r l g l ~ t s  and j e o p a r d i z e d  t h e l r  s u r v i v a l .  Al though p l e n t y  o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

movements had d e f e n s i v e  o r i g i n s ,  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y  was t h e  

s h l f t  t o  t l ~ c  d e l i b e r a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  new g r o u p s  f o r  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  p u r s u i t  o f  

new r i g l ~ t s  and a d v a n t a g e s .  

The r i s e  o f  t h e  s o c l a l  nlovement b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  same complex o f  cl langes 

whlcll I n c l u d e d  two oLher  profound t r a n s f o r m a l l o n s  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p o p u l a r  

c o l l e c t i v e  acLlon:  t i l e  g rowth  o t  n a L i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i ~ s ,  and t h e  p r o l i t e r a -  

Lion o f  c redLed assoLiaLLons  a s  L l l e  v e h i c l e s  o f  a c L i o n .  N o t i c e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  

f a c e d  by Rudolf  I l e b e r l e ,  i n  a  s t a n d a r d  Arnerican t e x t b o o k  o n  s o c i a l  ntovernents, 

when h e  s e e k s  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  t h e  move~nent from t h e  p o l l L i c a 1  p a r t y .  A f t e r  

a d o p t i n g  S c l ~ o m p e t e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  p o l i t l c a l  parLy a s  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  who 

" p r o p o s e  Lo a c t  i n  LoncerL i n  t h e  compet iL1ve  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o l l t i c a l  power ." 
l l e b e r l e  g o e s  on  t o  s a y :  

A g e n u i n e  s o c i ; r l  n~ovement,  OII t h e  o t h e r  I ~ a n d ,  Is a l w a y s  i n t e g r a t e d  

by a  s e t  o f  c u ~ ~ s t l t u t i v e  i d e a s ,  o r  i111 i d e o l o g y ,  a l t l l o u g h  bonds  o f  

o t h e r  n a t u r e  may n o t  be  a l ~ s e n l .  F u r t h e r ~ n o r e ,  a  p a r t y  i s  by d e f i n l -  

t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  a  Larger  g r o u p ,  witl1i.11 w l ~ i c l ~  i t  o p e r a t e s  a g a i n s t  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  p a r t i a l  g r o u p  o f  s i n ~ i l a r  c h n r a c t e r .  P a r t i e s  c a n  a p p e a r  

i n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  g r o u p s ,  b u t  a  p o l l t l c i ~ l  parLy by d e f i n i -  

t i o n  c a n  o c c u r  o n l y  w i t l ~ i n  a body p o l i t i c ,  t h a t  i s ,  o n l y  witl1111 a  

s t a t e .  A soc la .1  n ~ o v e a e n t ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  I~ancl,  nee? n o t  ; ~ e  r e s t r i c t e d  

t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e  o r  t o  a  n a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  I n  f ix ' ; ,  : i l l  n ~ a j o r  

s o c i a l  moven~ents have  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  s p h e r e  o f  Wes te rn  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  and  e v e n  beyond ( I l e b e r l e  1951: 1 1 ) .  

The n e t  r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h i s  maneuver ing  i s ,  i r o n i c a l l y .  t o  s L r e s s  t h e  r e s e ~ n b l o ~ l c e  

between s o c l a l  nluvelncnts and  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  'I'hey a r e  f r 2 r e s  e n ~ ~ e n ~ i s ,  e o c l ~  

t a k i n g  p a r t  o f  i t s  i d e n t l t y  from t h e  c o n t r a s t  w l t l ~  t l ~ c  o t h e r .  A s o c i a l ,  move- 

ment i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p a r t y  w i t h  broad  u s p i . r a t i o n s  and a  u n l f y l ~ ~ g  b c l . i e f  

s y s t e m .  A p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  Is a  tamed, n a t i o ~ ~ n l i z e d  s o c i a l  movement. T h a t  i.s 

wliy I l e b e r l e  c a n  s t e p  e a s i l y  i n t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  Naeisnl and  Commu~llsm, and why 

we s e n s e  a  vague  u n e a s e  when a t  t e ~ n p t i n g  t o  t r e n t  t h e  s e v e n  t e e r ~ t l l - c e n t u r y  

Camisards  a s  a  s o c i a l  movement. 



- 1 2 -  

Let me spa re  you a  review of t h e  va r ious ,  ambiguous and sometimes 

1 s loppy uses  t o  which t h e  concept " s o c i a l  movement" l ~ a s  heen pu t .  My i C, 
aim h e r e  is n e i t h e r  t o  c a s t i g a t e  o t h e r  concep tua l i ze r s ,  nor t o  plead 

I 
f o r  more p r e c i s e ,  adequate  and comprehensive d e f i n i t i o n s ,  nor  y e t  t o  argue 

I 
t h a t  " s o c i a l  movement" i s  a  poor concept because i t  is h i s t o r i c a l l y  

s p e c i f i c .  Par from i t .  I went t o  argue t h a t  t h e  r ecogn i t i on  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  r.-tion is t h e  beginning 

of wisdom. I hope t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  concept  of s o c i a l  movement i n  i t s  

h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  and t o  sugges t  how i t s  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses r e f l e c t  

t he  r e a l i t i e s  of t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  sett111g. 

To be  s p e c i f i c .  I want t o  argue t h e  fol lowing p o i n t s :  l t  i s  a  mlsLake 

t o  conceive  of a  s o c i a l  movement a s  a  group, somel~ow p a r a l l e l  t o  (but a l s o  

opposed t o )  a  p a r t y .  Indeed, i t  i s  s mistake t o  t h i n k  of a  s o c i a l  movement 

a s  a  group of any kind.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  term " soc ie l  movement" a p p l i e s  

most u s e f u l l y  t o  a  sus t a ined  i n t e r a c t i o n  between a  s p e c i f i c  s e t  of a u t l ~ o r l t i e s  

and v a r i o u s  spokespersons f o r  a  g iven cha l l enge  t o  t hose  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

The i n t e r a c t i o n  is  a  c o l ~ e r e n t ,  bounded u n i t  i n  roughly t h e  same sense  t h a t  

a  war o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  campaign is a  u n i t .  Such i n t e r a c t i o n s  have occurred 

from time t o  time eve r  s i n c e  t h e r e  were a u t h o r i t i e s  of any kind.  T l~e  

broadest  s ense  o f  t h e  term " s o c i a l  movement" i nc ludes  a l l  such c l ~ a l l e n g e s .  

I n  a  narrower sense ,  however, t h e  s o c i a l  movement draws i ts form and 

meaning from an i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  who s t u f f  a  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e .  

To improve on Wilkinaon, Heber le ,  and o t h e r  group-oriented t h e o r i s t s .  

i we need a  d e f i n i t i o n  on t h i s  o r d e r :  

A  s o c i e l  movement is a  sus t a ined  s e r i e s  of i n t e r a c t i o n s  between n a t i o n a l  

powerholders and persons  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c l a iming  t o  speak on behalf  

of a  cons t i t uency  l a c k i n g  € o m 1  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i.n t h e  cour se  

of wl~ich those  persons  make public1.y-visible demands f o r  changes 

i n  tile d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  e x e r c i s e  of power, and back tltose demands 

I ' wi th  pub l i c  demonstra t ions  o f  suppor t .  

Like  a l l  such d e f i n i t i o n s ,  t h i s  one poses  p r a c t i c a l  cho ices :  s e t t i n g  

some minimum number of i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a r r i v l n g  a t  t e s t s  of t h e  "success" 

of c la ims t o  speak f o r  a  cons t i t uency ,  dec id ing  how l i t t l e  focmal 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  a  l ack  of i t ,  d e f i n i n g  t h r c s l ~ o l d s  f o r  t h e  v l s i b i l i t y  

of demands and t h e  demonstra t ions  o f  suppor t  f o r  t l ien~, and s o  on. Hut 

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  exc ludes  a  v a r i e t y  of phenomcn:~ -- r e l l g l o u a  innova t ions ,  

crusndes ,  l o c a l  r e b e l l i o n s  and o t h e r s  -- t o  w l ~ i c l ~  t h e  term s o c i n l  movement 

has  o f t e n  been loosc ly  app l i ed .  I n  t h i s  narrower s e n s e ,  both  t h e  concept 

of s o c i a l  movement and t h e  s o r t  of l n t e r a c t i o ~ ~  t h e  concept f i t s  b e s t  

a r e  p roduc t s  of t h e  nlneteenth-century growLh o f  p o p ~ ~ l a c  o l e c t o r n l  

p o l i t i c s  on a  n a t i o n a l  s c a l e .  In  any c a s e ,  t h e  d e f l n i ~ i o n  does not  

s i n g l e  o u t  groups ,  bu t  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  

No groups? Let me be c l e a r  on t h a t  p o i n t .  Croups ilre cn l c i l r l  t o  

s o c i a l  movements, a s  nnnies  a r e  c r u c i a l  t o  wars ond p a r t l e s  t o  e l e c t o r a l  

campaigns. At one p o i n t  o r  ano the r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of every s o c i a l  movement, 

t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  of t h e  cha l l enge  l n  ques t ion  c l a im t o  spe t~k  f o r  n~  Least 

one important group which has  an i n t e r e s t  i n   he cha l l enge ' s  outcome. 

(I11 t h e  French wlnegrowers' movement of 1907, one of t h e  p o i n t s  n t  l s s u e  

between Marce l l i n  A lbe r t  and Ernest  Fe r rou l  was wl~o had the  r i g h t  LO speak 

f o r  t h e  winegrowers a s  a  whole.) The organizers mny we l l  r e c r u i t  ~ n r t i c i p s n L s  

and suppor t e r s  f r o u ~  t h e  group wl~ose i n t e r e s t  Lhcy cli11111 t o  r ep resen t .  ( A l b e r t ' s  

gen ius  was h i s  n b i l l t y  t o  draw l o c a l  c o m n ~ u ~ ~ l t i a s  of winegrowers i n t o  t h e  

common reg iona l  e f f o r t . )  The a c t l v l s t s  wi th  r e spec t  t o  any p n r t i c u l o r  

cha l l enge  commonly o r i g i n a t e  i n  wel l -dcf lned groups. and o f t e n  Form new 

groups i n  t h e  p rocess  of making t h e  cha l l enge .  (The c r e a t i o n  of t h e  

General  Fede ra t ion  o f  Winegrowers marked a  m j o r  t r a n s i t i o n  i n  t h e  movement 

of 1907: t h e  s t a r t  of sus t a ined  n e g o t i a t i o n s  between group and government.) 

At t h e  ve ry  c e n t e r  of t h e  nineteenth-cenLury t r a ~ ~ a f o r m n t i o n  which made t h e  

s o c i a l  rnove~nent a  s t anda rd  way of doing p o l i t i c a l  bus ines s ,  indeed,  came 



li a g r e a t  broadening of t h e  conditions under which new groups could form and 

/I 
C* mount cha l l enges  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and o l d  groups could b r i n g  cha l l enges  

It i n t o  t h e  pub l i c  a r ena .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  s e e  t h e  nineteenth-century t r a n s i t i o n  more c l e a r l y ,  

we should r e f l e c t  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  means t h a t  o rd ina ry  people  use  t o  

ace  toge the r  on t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  and on how those  means changed i n  t h e  

n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  Over t h e  l a s t  few hundred y e a r s ,  o r d i ~ ~ a r y  people  

have used a  remarkable v a r i e t y  oE means t o  a c t  t oge the r .  I f  we run 

I forward i n  time from t h e  e r a  of t he  Camisnrds t o  ou r  own day, 

we encounter  i n t e r - v i l l a g e  f i g h t s ,  mocking and r e t a l i a t o r y  ceremonies 

I a u c l ~  a s  Riding t h e  Stang and Katzenmusik, a t t a c k s  on t a x  c o l l e c t o r s ,  

I 
p e t i t i o n s ,  mu t in i e s ,  solemn assemblies  and many o t h e r  forms of a c t i o n ,  most 1, of them now long abandoned, i n  t h e  e a r l y  pe r iod .  A s  we approach ou r  own time 

i 
we n o t i c e  e l e c t o r a l  m l l i e s ,  demonstra t ions ,  s t r i k e s ,  a t tempted r evo lu t ions .  

1 ,  muss meetings and a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  means, most of them unknown 111 t h e  

time of t h e  Camisards. 

Now, t h e r e  a r e  two important  t lriogs t o  n o t i c e  about  t h e s e  forms of 

a c t i o n .  F i r s t ,  tlrcy are forms: l ea rned ,  unders tood,  s o n ~ e t i s ~ e s  planned and 

rehearsed by t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  They a r e  no t  t h e  "ou tbu r s t s "  and " r i o t s "  

dea r  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s  and crowd psycho log i s t s .  Second, a t  a  g iven p o i n t  i n  

time a  p a r t i c u l a r  group of people  who shared an  i n t e r e s t  had on ly  a  few of 

chcse means a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l .  At t h e i r  d i s p o s a l ?  The group knew, more o r  

l e s s ,  how t o  execute  them, had some sense  o f  t h e  l i k e l y  consequences of 

employing them, and was capab le  of i d e n t i f y i n g  some col ld i t ions  i n  wl~ich i t  

would be both  poss ib l e  and l e g i t i m n t e  t o  use those  means. Our women o f  

seventeenth-century Narbonne knew how t o  a t t a c k  t h e  t ax  c o l l e c t o r ,  but  they 

u l so  knew how t o  assemble and d e l i b e r a t e ,  how t o  s e i z e  t h e  goods o f  a  baker  

who overcharged f o r  bread,  how t o  conduct a  c h a r i v a r i .  They d id  n o t ,  

Ilowever, have a t   heir d i s p o s a l  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of an a s s o c l n t i o n ,  t h e  

l a u n c l ~ l n g  of a  s t r i k e ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i b ~ ~  of a  demonsLrotion, o r  any ~ ~ u m b c r  

of o t h e r  means which a r e  c o m ~ ~ ~ o ~ > p l a c e  i n  our  own tlnle. 

Let us  t h ink  of Lhe s e t  of lllealls wllicl~ i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  n v a i l a b l e  t o  u  given 

s e t  of people  a s  t t ~ e i r  r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  acL i0n . l  'The analogy wit11 t h e  

r e p e r t o i r e  of L h e ~ t e r  and I I I U S ~ C  i s  h e l p f u l  hcc:luse i t  e~nplrosizes t h e  l ea rned  

chdrac t c r  of ~ l ~ e  performances and the  l i m i t s  LO t h a t  l e a r n i n g ,  y c ~  a l lows f o r  

v a r i a t i o n  and even cont inuous  change from one perforu~ance Lo Ll~e nexL. Tltc 

r e p e r t o i r e  of  co l l ecL ive  a c t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  l e a v e s  p l cn ty  of rooin f o r  improvisa- 

t i o n ,  Innovation and unexpected e n d i ~ l g s .  Cha~rge i n  r e p e r t o i r e s  occur  t h roug l~  

t h r e e  nwiu processes :  

I .  Ll~e i n v c n t l o ~ ~  o r  adop t ion  of new means, e .g .  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  

c r e a t i o n  of LIle " s i t - i n"  by American c i v i l  r i g h t s  workers of 

t he  1950s; 

2 .  t h e  evo1uLio11 and addpLatlon of means whicl~ a r e  a l r eady  a v a i l a b l e ,  

e .g .  Lhe way 1,ondon Kadicals  expanded t h e  long-cs tahl ished custom 

of sending a  de l ega t lo l l  t o  accompany a  peL l t ion  i n t o  ~ o a s s  o~arches  

wi th  thousands of suppor t e r s  f u r  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  I'arliamenL; 

3. t h e  abandonment of means w l ~ i c l ~  have' proved i ~ ~ n p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n e f f e c -  

t i v e ,  impracLlca1 o r  d i~nge rous ,  e.g. t h e  P a r i s i a n  crowd's abandon- 

ment of r i t u a l  e x e c u t i o ~ ~ ,  w i th  the  d i s p l a y  of t r a i t o r s '  I~cods  o n  

p ikes ,  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  y e a r s  of t h e  HevoluLion. 

This  l a s t  exampl;! i d e n t i f i e s  one of Ll~e d l f f l c ~ ~ l t i c s  111 t h e  s e r l o u s  s tudy of 

r e p e r t o i r e s :  how L O  d i s t i n g u i s h  a  form of a c t i o n  wl~ich i s  i n  some sense  kuowo 

and a v a i l a b l e ,  but  i s  i n  f i ~ c t  never used bccausc a  l i k e l y  oppor tun l ly  fo r  I t s  

'par a mt~c l~  morc d e t a i l e d  dlscu::sioo, s e e  a  conlpnnion paper ,  "l(eperto1res 
of Content ion i n  A~uerica and H r i t a i n ,  1750-1830.'' 



e f f e c t i v e  use  never  comes a long.  The answer must aga ln  draw on t h e  analogy 

wi th  music and t h e a t e r :  i f  t h e  performer never  performs t h e  p i e c e  i n  pub l i c  o r  

i n  p r i v a t e  we even tua l ly  conclude t h a t  t h e  performer has  f o r g o t t e n  i t ,  o r  

never knew it .  'Chat commonsense r u l e  of thumb 118s t h e  advantage of con f in ing  

t h e  s tudy  o f  r e p e r t o i r e s  co forms of a c t i o n  which r e a l  a c t o r s  have performed, 

rehearsed,  o r  a t  l e a s t  d i scussed .  

Why Study Repe r to i r e s?  

The s tudy of r e p e r t o i r e s  provides  a  sp l end id  opportunity f o r  j o i n i n g  

t h e  gene ra l  a n a l y s i s  of c o l l e c t i v e  accion t o  t h e  conc re t e  r e a l i t i e s  of day- 

to-day con ten t ion .  For any p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  people  who s h a r e  an i n t e r e s t ,  

we may under take t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  means of a c t i o n  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

tben~.  I n  che con tex t  of t h e i r  t ime,  what forms of a c t i o n  d i d  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  

of t h e  seventeenth-century CBvennes have a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l .  What f o r n ~ s  d i d  

they know, and what forms were f e a s i b l e ?  Wl~at were t h e  l i k e l y  c o s t s  

and consequences of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  opcn t o  t l ~ e n ~ ?  Asse~nbling i n  v l l l a g e  

counc i l s  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  In t endan t ,  f o r  example, was a  s t anda rd  procedure  

of t h e  t ime,  but  i t  was a  dangerous and i n e f f e c t u a l  way t o  r e s i s t  a  roya l  

po l i cy  a s  v lgorously  pursued a s  t h e  d r i v e  against P ro te s t an t i sm.  'I'he c o l l e c -  

t l v e  appea l  t o  a  powerful pa t ron  had worked w e l l  i n  an e a r l i e r  age ,  but  be- 

came l e s s  and l e s s  f e a s i b l e  a s  t h e  seventeenth-century P re~ lch  s t a t e  expanded 

i t s  range and power. And s o  on. T l ~ e  i~ lve l l t o ry  of a v o l l a b l e  means of c o l l e c -  

t i v e  a c t i o n  draws us a t  once i n t o  a  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  t h r e a t s ,  

repression, f a c i l i t a t i o u ,  powcr and -- most i o ~ p o r t a n t  -- t h e  r e l a t i v e  c o s t s  

and l i k c l y  b e n e f i t s  of t h e  a r r a y  of clroices a c t u a l l y  c o n f r o ~ l t i n g  t h e  group i n  

ques t ion .  I t  is no t  necessary  L O  nssunle t h a t  t h e  Cao~isards ,  o r  any o t h e r  s e t  

of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t o r s  t h a t  concerns  u s ,  were coo l  c a l c u l a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  own 

ri .ght.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Camisnrds had an ex t r ao rd ina ry  capac i ty  f o r  h y s t e r i a .  

rage,  de lus ion  and b l i n d  devot ion.  A11 t h a t  i s  necessary  is  a  l o g i c  of rhe  

s i t u a t i o n  wllicl~ li1111ts t h e  o p t i o o s ,  e n t a i l s  some l l k c l y  c o s t s  and consequences 

f o r  each op t ion ,  a ~ ~ d  provides  us  wit11 enough i n f o r n ~ a t i o ~ ~  t o  begln the  rccon- 

s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  r u l e s  t h e  p u r t i c l p a n t s  fol lowed.  

I f  t h e  preval . l ing r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  cllanyes s i g n i f i c n n t l y  

a t  solne po in t  i n  t l n ~ e ,  t h e  change is p r i n ~ n  f a c i e  evJ.dence of a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

a l t e r a t i o n  i n  rile s t r u c t u r e  o f  power. In  France,  t o  t ake  t h e  case  I know b e s t ,  

t he  l a r g e s t  r e p c r t o l r e  changes of t h e  1.ast fou r  c e ~ ~ t u r i e s  appear  t o  have 

o c c i ~ r r e d  around t h e  mlddlc of t h e  s e v e ~ ~ t e e n t h  century and aga111 around t h e  

lniddlc of t h e  n i n e t e e n t l ~  cen tu ry .  The lironde and t h e  Revolutl.on o f  1848 a r e  

convenient markers f o r  t he  s l ~ i f t s  i n  r cpe r to i . r e .  A L  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o i n t ,  t h e  

most v i s i b l e  change was t h e  r ap id  d e c l i n e  of c l ~ c  cl. :~ssic form of rehel l . ion of 

sonbe c o n s c l ~ u t e d  budy (a v i l l a g e ,  a  111i1.itnry unit, a  t r a d e  o r  s o n ~ e t l ~ i n g  e l s c )  

w l ~ i c l ~  cor ls is ted of a s se~oh l ing ,  d e l l  b e r a t i n g ,  s t a t i n g  g r l . e v a ~ ~ c c s ,  forma1.l y  

suspending a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n i ~ l a  a u t l ~ o c i t y ,  c h o o s l ~ ~ g  a  temporary irlLer- 

n a t e  l e a d e r ,  then s e t t i n g  c o n ~ l i c i o n s  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  obcdlence.  I n  contemporary 

Engl ish ,  only  t h e  word "n~utiny" co~ncs c l o s e  t o  cap tu r ing  t h e  c l l a r ac t e r  of t l ~ a c  

o ld  form of r ebe l . l l on .  

During t h e  Wars of Rel igion and tlre many r e b e l l i o n s  of t h e  e a r l y  seven- 

t een th  cen tu ry ,  groups of peasan t s  and a r t i s a n s  who r ebe l l ed  had frequently 

e l e c t e d  a  l o c a l  noble  a s  t h e i r  c a p l t a l n e .  That i s  one reason why, a t  t l ~ e  end 

of t h e  s e v e ~ l t e e n t l ~  century.  t h e  In t endan t  o f  Languedoc scanned t l ~ c  Can~isards  

a ~ l x i o u s l y  t o  s e e  i f  they had acces s  t o  P r o t e s t a n t  nobles ;  a  l i n k  hetween Prot-  

e s t a n t  countrynleu and t h e  r e g i o n a l  n o b i l i t y  was s u c l ~  t o  be f ea red .  By then ,  

Irowever, t l ~ a t  l l n k  and t h a t  Cor~n o f  rebellion had almost d l sappc i~ red .  3'11c 

d e f e a t  of, t h e  Fronde and t h e  seven teen t l~ -cen tu ry  cooptat1011 of t h e  ~ ~ o b i l l t y ,  

1 be l i eve ,  played a  major p a r t  I n  d e s t r o y i n g  i t .  The seven teen t l~ -cen tu ry  r i s e  

of r o y a l  power and expansion of t h e  s t a t e  was one of t h e  two o r  t h r e e  nlost 

important  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of power over  t h e  l n s t  four  c e ~ l t u r i e s .  

A major a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  of popular  c o l l e c t i v e  actlo11 sccompunied i t .  



l 'l~e nineteenth-century change i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l c c t l v e  

W ' uctiorr i s  b e t t e r  documenled, and no l e s s  d r a s ~ a ~ i c .  Around t h e  tinre of  he Rcvo- 

l u t l o n  of 1848 t h e  t a x  r e b e l l i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  of an d t t o c k  on Ll~e co l l ccLor  o r  111s 

premises went inLo r ap id  dec l ine .  A l t l ~ o u g l ~  p r o t e s t s  o f  I ~ i g h  p r i c e s  end food 

s l ~ o r t a g e s  cont inued i n  o t h e r  f o r s ~ s ,  t h e  s t anda rd  bread r l o t  p r a c t i c d l l y  d l s -  

appeared.  So d l d  t h e  c l rar ivar l  and a  number of o t h e r  t h e a t r i c a l  d i s p l a y s  of 

conLempt o r  moral d i sapprova l .  Uurlng t h e  same pe r iod ,  t h e  pre-planned p r o t e s t  

meeting, tlre e l e c t o r a l  r a l l y ,  t h e  den~ons t r a t ion ,  t h e  s t r l k e  and a  number of 

r e l a t e d  fo rn~s  were c r y s t a l l i z i n g  and b e c o m i ~ ~ g  f r equen t .  A g r e a t  a l t e r a t i o ~ ~  i n  

Ll~e r e p e r t o i r e  was going on. 

Was t h e r e  a  conconlitant a l t c r a L i o n  i n  t h e  s t r r ~ c t u r e  of power? I b e l i e v e  

Llrere was. I t  included an  cmphatlc n a t i o n a l l r n t i o n  of p o l i t i c s ,  a  g r e a t l y  l n -  

creased r o l e  of specia l -purpose  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  importance of 

conu~lunitles a s  tlre l o c i  of s l ~ a r e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  a  growing importance of organized 

c a p i t a l  and organized l abo r  a s  p n r t i c l p a n t s  i n  power s t r u g g l e s .  A s  a  conse- 

quence of t h e s e  massive changes, t h e  a v a i l a b l e  means of a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  on 

shared i n t e r e s t s  changed a s  we l l .  The same s o r t s  of c o r r e l a t e d  t r ans fo rma t ions  

were occu r r ing  e lsewhere  i n  western  Europe du r ing  t h e  n ine t een th  century:  

perhaps somewlrat e a r l i e r  i n  Great  B r i t a i n ,  perhaps  a  b i t  l a t e r  i n  Germany, on 

va r i ed  schedules  according t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p l a y  of c a p i t a l i s m  , 

and a ta temaking i n  one r eg ion  o r  ano the r .  

Repe r to i r e s ,  Soc ia l  Movements and Contemporary C o l l e c t i v e  Act ion 

Mapping and exp la in ing  t h e  changes i n  t he  c o l l e c t i v e - a c t i o n  r e p e r t o i r e  

i s  an  important t a s k ,  bu t  i t  is no t  t h e  t a s k  of t h i s  paper .  The nineteenell- 

century changes connect w i th  t h e  previous  d i scuss ion  of s o c i a l  movements 

i n  two important  ways. F i r s t ,  tlre n ineteenth-century r e p e r t o i r e  is still  

with  us  today. The s t r i k e ,  t h e  demonstra t ion,  t h e  p r o t e s t  meeting and 

o t h e r  forms of a c t i o n  t h a t  were n o v e l t i e s  t hen  a r e  commonplaces today. 

A s  compared wi th  t h e  l a r g e  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  
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subsequent changes o f  r e p e r t o i r e  have been r e l a t i v e l y  mlnor. To be s u r e ,  

new f o r o ~ s  of t e r r o r i s m  have a r i s e n ,  demonatra t ions  l ~ a v e  motor ized,  m i ~ s s  

media have reshaped our pe rcep t lona  and our  t a c t i c s .  Se t  a g a i n s t  t he  

disappearance of t h e  food r i o t ,  tlre w i t l ~ e r i n g  away of s a t i r i c i ~ l  s t r e e t  

t h e a t e r  o r  t h e  f l r s t  f lowering of t l ~ e  va r ious  forms of a c t i o n  based on 

specia l -purpose  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  twen t i e th  c e ~ i t u r y ' s  i nnova t ions  neve r the l e s s  

look sma l l .  T l ~ e  ninetecnlh-century r e p e r t o i r e  comprises t h e  b u s l c  meolls 

of a c t i o n  open t o  today 's  p a r t i e l p a n t s  In  s o c i a l  movements. 

Second, and more important ,  t h e  r i s e  of t h e  concept and of t he  

r e a l i t y  of t h e  s o c i a l  lllovement were p a r t  of tlre same t runsEorn~at lon t l ~ a t  

brought t h e  new r e p e r t o i r e  i n t o  being. A s  ~ a r t l e s ,  unions and o t h e r  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power grew i n  importance, 

s o  d i d  t h e  idea  -- and t h e  r e n l i t y  -- of p a r a l l e l  s t renms of people ,  guided 

by shared i n t e r e s t s  and b e l i e f s ,  which overflowed t h e  narrow c h a r ~ o e l s  of 

e l e c t i o n s  o r  labor-management n e g o t i a t i o n s  which were being dug a t  t h e  

same time. Those p a r a l l e l  s t reums were s o c i a l  movements. Seen from c l ~ e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  of n a t i o n a l  power s t r u c t u r e s ,  t l ~ e y  were (and o r e )  c o l ~ e r e n t  

phenomena; they e x i s t  s o  long  a s  they o f f e r  a  cha l l enge  t o  dominant i n t e r e s t s  

and b e l i e f s .  Seen from t h e  bottom up, they a r e  u sua l ly  much more fragmented 

and heterogeneous:  s h i f t i n g  f a c t i o n s ,  temporary a l l i a n c e s ,  d l v e r s e  i ~ ~ t e r c s t s ,  

a  cont inuous  f l u x  of members and hangers-on. 

Nat ional  s t n t e s , t h e n ,  played a11 c s s e n t l a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n . o f  t h e  

modern s o c i a l  movement, l'l~ey 11lay an e s sc~rCia l  p a r t  111 tI-? m o v c ~ l ~ c ~ ~ c ' s  

ope ra t lon  Loday. No doubt rough e q u i v a l e ~ ~ t a  of t h e  s o c i a l  movelnent appear  

any time a u t l ~ o r i t l e s  a t  9 l e v e l  monopollre d e c i s i o n s  and r e sources  wl~ich - 

a r e  v i t a l  L O  Lhe I n t e r e s t s  of t h e  r e 8 t  of t h e  populat ion.  The d i s t i n c t i v e  

. c o n t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  was t o  s t l i f t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  advantage 

t o  contenders  who could mount a  cha l l enge  on a  very l a r g e  s c a l e ,  and could 

do SO i n  a  way ellat ~demoos tmted .  o r  even used, t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e r v e n e  
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s e r i o u s l y  i o  r egu la r  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  

became a  more important  way of doing n a t i o n a l  bus ines s ,  t h e  advantage ran 

i ~ ~ c r e o s i n g l y  t o  groups and o r g a n i z e r s  who th rea t ened  t o  d i s r u p t  o r  c o ~ ~ t r o l  

t h e  r o u t i n e  games of cand ida t e s  and p a r t l e s .  S t a t e  t o l e r a t i o n  o r  promotion 

of va r ious  s o r t s  of e l e c t o r a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  fur thermore,  provided an oppor- 

t u n i t y ,  a  warrant  and a  model f o r  t h e  a c t i o n  of a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h a t  were 

quas i - e l ecco ru l ,  s eml -e l ec to ra l  o r  even non-e l ec to ra l .  S igna l ing  t h a t  you 

had a  l a r g e  nt~n~ber  of committed s u p p o r t e r s  became nn i n c r e a s i n g l y  e f f e c t i v e  

way t o  s c o r e  p o l i t i c a l  poinLs. The shor t - run l o g i c  of t h e  den~ons t r a t ion  

p a r n l l e l e d  t h e  long-run l o g l c  of t h e  s o c i a l  movement: i n  hoth  c a s e s  

o rgan ize r s  sought t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  numbers, commitment and i n t e r n a l  discipline 

of t h e  people  behind a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  c la ims on some powerful body. I n  

both cases .  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  mounting t h e  a c t i o n  was o f t e n  f r a g i l e  and s h i f t i ~ ~ g ;  

i f  from t h e  viewpoint of t h e  powerful t h e  cha l l enge  was sus t a ined  and 

coherent .  from t h e  viewpoint of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i t  was o f t e n  a  h a s t y ,  

tenlporary and r i s k y  a l l i a n c e  i n  a  couunon cause .  

That d u a l i t y  of pe r spec t ive  accounts  f o r  t h e  ch ron ic  puzzlement and 

e ~ n p l r i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  experienced by s o c i o l o g i $ t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  who seek  t o  

s tudy  s o c i a l  movements s y s t e m a t i c a l l y :  f r o ~ n  t h e  top down, t h e  r i s e  and f a l l  

of a  movement does normally have a  s o r t  of n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  I n  t h e  contem- 

porary  United S t a t e s  a  f r equen t  s c e n a r i o  runs l i k e  t h i s :  s e a l l ,  s c a t t e r e d  

s e t s  of people  beg111 vo ic ing  a  g r i evance  o r  s a k j n g  a  demand; more people 

J o i n  them; t h e  s e p a r a t e  s e t s  of concerned i n d i v i d u a l s  s t a r t  t o  communlc:~te 

and coordionte ;  a c t i v i s t s ,  l e a d e r s ,  spokespeople and formal a s s o c i a t i o n s  

become v i s i b l e ;  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  make c l a ims  t o  speak f o r  l a r g e r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  

( a l l  b l acks ,  a l l  farmers ,  sometimes a l l  c i t i z e n s ) ;  t h e  groups involved t ake  

a c t i o n  t o  dramat ize  t h e i r  progrants, d e ~ n o n s t m t e  t l i e l r  s t r e n g t h  and determina- 
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c o ~ ~ c e s s l o n s ,  ba rga ins ,  coop ta t ioo ,  r e p r e s s i o n  o r  a l l i a n c e s ;  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  

r o u t i n i z e  and lo r  demobi l ize  t h e i r  uc t ion .  Many p r o t c s t s  s t a l l  i n  t h e  

e a r l i e r  phases of t h i s  sequence. But t h e  f u l l  sequence is roughly whuc 

obse rve r s  of t h e  contemporary United S t a t e s  mean by t h e  r i s e  and f a l l  of a  

s o c i a l  movealent. O t l ~ e r  c o u n t r i e s  have t h e i r  own s tandard sequences -- 
s i m i l a r ,  bu t  no t  i d e n t i c a l .  I n  each country ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  powerl~olders  

and obse rve r s  customarl ly  speak of t h e  sequence a s  t h e  l!istory of a  group: 

of a  f a i r l y  de t e rmina te  s e t  of people  s h a r i n g  a  common i n t e r e s t  who mobili.ze 

, and then  d e n ~ o b i l i z e  around t h a t  i n t e r e s t .  

The group image i s  a  m y s t i f i c a t i o n .  l n  r e a l  s o c i a l  movements, 

iovol.vement ebbs and f lows,  c o a l i t i o n s  form and d i s s o l v e ,  f i c t l t l o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  loom up and f ade  away, would-be l e a d e r s  compete f o r  

r ecogn i t i on  a s  t h e  r c p r e s e n t u t i v c s  of unorganized c o u s t l t u e n c i e s ,  l e a d e r s  

make d e a l s  w i th  p o l i c e  and p o l i t i c i a n s .  The p d r u l l e l s  w i t l ~  t h e  mounting 

of dcmonstrdt ions  a r e  i ~ s p r e s s i v e .  A t  t h e  extreme ( a s  John McCnrthy and 

Mayer Zald have s a l d )  p r o f e s s i o ~ i a l  S o c i a l  Movement Organizat ions  manage 

t o  keep movements going d e s p i t e  l i t t l e  o r  no con tac t  w i th  t h e  pub l i c s  

on whose behalf  they c l a im t o  be a c t i n g ;  they manage by f i n d i n g  e l sewl~e re  

t h e  r e sources  t o  s u s t a i n  a  cha l l enge .  What i s  more, o r g a n i z e r s ,  b roke r s ,  

some p a r t i c i p a n t s  and some a u t h o r i t i e s  conunonly know t h a t  they n r e  no t  

d e a l i n g  wit11 a  group durably  organlzed around a  wel l -def ined i n t e r e s t .  

Yet they c o l l a b o r a t e  i n  m a i ~ i t a i n l ~ ~ g  t h e  i l l u s i o n .  Why? Uecairse t h e  

group image is e s s e n t i a l  t o  a  s o c i a l  movcment'e p o l i t i c a l  l og ic :  t h e  

demonstra t ion t h a t  committed, determined c i t i z e n s  support  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  e x e r c i s e  of power. The movement l e a d e r s  

t h r e a t e n  i m p l i c i t l y  t h a t  t h e  commiLted, determined c i t i z e n s  w i l l  withdrnw 

t h e i r  suppor t  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  power s t r u c t u r e ,  devote  t h e i r  suppor t  t o  some 

a l t e r ~ ~ a t i v e ,  o r  even a t t a c k  t h e  c u r r e n t  system. Within a  system of t i o n ,  e n l i s t  new suppor t ;  powerholders respond v a r i o u s l y  by means of 
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p a r l i a m e ~ ~ t a r y  r e p r e s e o t a t i o n ,  such a  t h r e a t  i s  o f t e n  an e f f e c t i v e  way of 

doing p o l i t i c a l  bus ines s  o u t s i d e  t h e  r o u t i n e s  of p a r t i e s  and e l e c t i o n s ,  

p r e c i s e l y  because of i t s  p o s s l b l e  impact on p a r t i e s  and e l e c t i o n s .  

I h e  s o c i a l  movement's s t anda rd  sequence does  no t  r e s u l t  from t h e  

i n t e r n a l  l o g i c  of a  group'e development. I t  corresponds t o  t he  p rocess  

by which a  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  system shapes ,  checks, and absorbs  t h e  

cha l l enges  wlrich come t o  i t .  111 t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 

e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  s t r o n g l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  course  of any " s o c i a l  movement" 

which pas ses  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of t h e  s t anda rd  sequence; t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

t h e  gr ievances  i n  ques t ion  promise t o  become e l e c t o r a l  i s s u e s  and the  

people  concerned wi th  those  g r i evances  an e l e c t o r a l  b loc ,  every e x l s t i n g  

group which has  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  next  round of e l e c t l o n s  

responds t o  t h e  movement a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  sou rce  of compet i t ion,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  

o r  suppor t .  The Americ&~ system t h e r e f o r e  c r e a t e s  t h r e e  main d e s t i n a t i o n s  

f o r  any movement: 

1. d i s s o h r t i o n ;  

2. merging of t h e  organized a c t i v i s t s  i n t o  one of t h e  
major p o l l t l c a l  p a r t i e s ;  o r  

3 .  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of a  d u r a b l e  p r e s s u r e  group devoted t o  
i n f luenc ing  both  t h e  government and t h e  nlajor p a r t l e s .  

In  c o u n t r i e s  where s ing le -cons t i t uency  and s ing le - i s sue  p a r t i e s  loom 

l a r g e r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  t h i r d  d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  l e s s  l i k e l y .  E i t h e r  

d i s s o l u t i o n  o r  t h e  coop ta t ion  of t h e  a c t i v i s t s  by an e x i s t i n g  

p a r t y  may w e l l  occur  i n  such a  coun t ry ,  bu t  a  f o u r t h  outcome is  a l s o  

a  d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y :  

I 4. c r e a t i o n  of a  new, i f  u sua l ly  temporary, p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  

1 I f  characteristic d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s t anda rd  pa ths  of s o c i a l  lnovcments 

1 appear  from one country  o r  e r a  t o  ano the r ,  then,  they a r e  more l i k e l y  
1 

i t o  be due t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  con tex t s  than t o  differences i n  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  people  who j o i n  s o c i a l  movements. l h a t  domination 

of t h e  pa ths  of s o c i a l  movements by t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  con tex t  Ls not  easy 

t o  s e e ;  among o t h e r  t h ings ,  t h e  l e a d c r s  and e n t r c p r e ~ i e u r s  of a  movement 

have a  s t r o n g  i ~ ~ v e s t m e l ~ t  i n  making I t  nppenr t o  be  c o n t i ~ ~ u o u s ,  c o l ~ e r c n t ,  

and an ou lg rowt l~  of  i t s  own i n t e r n a l  l o g i c ,  

Prorn t h e  bottom up, however, Lhe coincidence of a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t ,  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  popu la t ion ,  a  p a r ~ i c u l a r  s e t  of b e l l e f s  and a  p a r t l c u l a r  

program of a c t i o n  w11ich c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a  s o c i a l  moven!ent t u r n s  o u t  t o  be 

q u i t e  temporary; when t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  populat lon,  t h e  b e l i e f s  rind t h e  

program move i n  d i f f e r e n t  directions -- a s  they i n e v i t a b l y  do -- t h e  

most a c t i v e  pa r tLc ipan t s  a r e  gene ra l ly  q u i t e  nwnre of t h e  change. In 

f a c t ,  they seek  t o  c o n t r o l  and d i s g u l s e  i t  st t h e  same time. But i n  t h a ~  

c a s e ,  should  t h e  s t u d e n t  of s o c i a l  nlovements fol low the  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  

popu la t lon ,  t h e  b e l i e f s  o r  t h e  program? So Long t ~ s  we n~ l s tnken ly  th ink  of 

a  s o c i a l  movement a s  a  coherent  group r aL l~e r  t l ~ t ~ n  a s  a  political p roduc t ,  

a s  a  s o l o  performance r a t h e r  Lhan a s  an i n t e r a c l l o n ,  t h e  problem remains 

in so lub le .  

The s o l u t i o n  1s neve rL l~e le s s  a t  hand. 'I'he s o l u t i o n  L Y  1 )  L O  s tudy 

t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  g r o ~ ~ p s ,  and then 2 )  a sk  under wl~ut  con- 

d i t i o n s ,  from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of n a t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  of power, t h a t  c o l l e c i i v e  

a c t i o n  appears  t o  form p a r t  of a  s o c l a l  movement. We look f o r  a  sus t a ined  

i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  wl~ich mobilized people ,  a c t l n g  111 t h e  name of a  def ined - 
i n t e r e s t ,  make repeated broad demands on powerful o t h e r s  v i a  means whlcl~ 

go beyond t h e  c u r r e n t  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t l e s .  

Th i s  way of proceeding shakes  o f f  t h e  confusion between a b s t r a c t  

d e f i n i t i o n  and h l s t o r l c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  phenomenon. I t  recognizes  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  specificity oE t h e  s o c i a l  movement. I t  t i e s  t h e  s o c l a l  n~ovemcnt, 

by d e f i n l t i o n ,  t o  t h e  n a t i o ~ l a l  s t a t e .  Llke  e l e c t l o n s  and pa r ty  p o l i t i c s ,  
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In  s l ~ o r t ,  t r e a t  t h e  s o c i a l  nlovement ss an e s t a b l i s h e d  way of doing p o l l t l c a l  

bus lneas ,  r a t t l e r  than a s  a  s e t  o t  dev ian t  Jnd lv ldua l s .  

That agenda is mainly s o c i o l o g i c a l ;  i t  is  a  s e t  of recommendations 

f o r  improvlng our  unders tanding of t h e  con~rect iorrs  between s o c l a l  nlovemenLs 

and o t h e r  forms of s o c i a l  behavior .  Tlrere i s  a l s o  a11 overlapping h l s ~ o r i c n l  

agenda which emphasizes unders tanding t h e  connect ions  between s o c i a l  

movements end t h e i r  s e t t i n g s  i n  time and space.  I f  t h e  arguments of t h i s  

paper a r e  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  f i r a t  emergence of t he  colrLcmporary r e p e r t o i r e  of 

c o l l e c t i v e  n c t i o n  -- including t h e  s o c i a l  movement, t h e  sus t a ined  chd l l enge  

t o  n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  name of an unreprcsented i n t e r e s t  -- d e s e ~ v e s  

c l o s e  examinntlon. Its t iming should t e l l  us  a  good d e a l  ubouL t h c  t lmlng 

of more gene ra l  p o l i t i c a l  changes ( inc lud ing  those  we sometimes loose ly  

c u l l  "political modernization") i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  I t s  p a r t i c u l a r  

pa th  and c h a r a c t e r  In  a  g iven r eg ion  should h e l p  u s  unders tand what s o r c  of 

power s t r u c t u r e  was coming l n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  and thereby con~prehend Lhe 

s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  which con ten t ion  goes on i n  t h a t  region today. The c l o s e  

examination of more r e c e n t  changes i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  r e p e r t o i r e  should  

a s s i s t  u s  i n  d e t e c t i n g  g radua l  a l t e r a t i o n s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system a s  a  whole. 

F inn l ly ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  n c t i o n  of a  p d r t l c u l s r  group -- 
women, farmers ,  r eg iona l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  o r  o t h e r s  -- allould ga in  p l en ty  of 

i n s i g h t  from a  sys t ema t i c  comparison of t h e  r c p e r t o i r c  of t h a t  group wi th  

tho  r e p e r t o i r e s  of o t h e r  groups w i t h i n  t h e  same na t iona l  populat lon.  At 

t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  and sociology o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  nlerge l n t o  

common and f r u i t f u l  e n t e r p r i s e .  
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