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News, Old and New 

Words  s u c h  a s  "p ro tes t " ,  "d i s tu rbance" ,  "disorder" ,  " t e r r o r i s m " ,  a n d  e v e n  

"violence" do no t  s tand for coheren t  social reali t ies.  People use each one t o  descr ibe  

e v e n t s  w h i c h  l a c k  o b s e r v a b l e  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t i e s ,  w h o s e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  n o t  

in terdependent ,  and for  which it i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o f f e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  

w h o l e  r a n g e  o f  cases. I n s t e a d ,  t h e  words  des ignate  t h e  a t t i tudes  of observers  - 
especially author i t ies ,  rivals, and  enemies  -- t o  a c t i o n s  of which  t h e y  d i s a p p r o v e .  

Except  as ways of understanding t h e  ideas of powerholders, then,  "protest" and similar 

words d o  not  se rve  as useful i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s .  S i n c e  t h e  i d e a s  o f  

p o w e r h o l d e r s  v a r y  f r o m  o n e  t i m e  and place  t o  another ,  t h e  words serve  historical  

analysis e v e n  less well. 

Col lect ive  ac t ion  is, on t h e  o ther  hand, a coheren t  historical  phenomenon. The 

specif ic  ways  in which people act together  on the i r  in te res t s  va r )  e n o r m o u s l y  f r o m  

one  social  s i tuat ion t o  another.  Yet at a very genera l  level  they have s o m e  common 

p r o p e r t i e s .  R e p r e s s i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  g e n e r a l l y  w o r k s  t o  d e f l e c t  a n d  d e c r e a s e  

co l l ec t ive  act ion by ordinary people, even if people f ight  back, now and then,  against  

quick and visible i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of r e p r e s s i o n .  A g a i n ,  g r o u p s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  h a v e  

s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  - a r e  generally m o r e  prone t o  a c t  collectively than  

groups t h a t  have only a t h r e a t ,  an opportunity,  o r  an  in te res t  in common. From t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  p r o t e s t  a n d  disorder,  w e  can  profi tably turn  t o  t h e  history of col lect ive  

action.  Within t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  e v e n t s  p e o p l e  

c o m m o n l y  l a b e l  as " t e r r o r i s m "  and "violence" begin t o  make sense. They begin t o  

m a k e  sense,  not a s  coherent  phenomena in thei r  own t e r m s ,  b u t  a s  b y - p r o d u c t s  of 

co l l ec t ive  act ion,  or  as outsiders'  labels for c e r t a i n  types  of col lect ive  action.  

To i l lus t ra te  these  broad assert ions,  l e t  u s  look a t  a f e w  e v e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  

hosti le observers  of the  t i m e  were  inclined t o  use words like "disorder". Let  us t a k e  

four quick,  biased, hundred-year sect ions  of French history; l e t  us c u t  a t  1682, 1782, 
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1882, and 1982 t o  loca te  t w o  even t s  f rom e a c h  year.  

In Languedoc, t h e  wheat  harvest  of 1682 was poor. Y e t  Colber t  and t h e  king, 

hard-pressed as usual for money t o  pay for war,  chose  t h a t  year  t o  revive t h e  cosse  

in Narbonne. On paper,  t h e  king had t h e  right t o  co l l ec t  2.5 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r i c e  

e a c h  t i m e  a non-resident of Narbonne sold gra in  in t h e  c i t y  at retai l ;  t h a t  was t h e  

cosse.  But in 1682 no one had col lected t h e  t a x  f o r  over  a century.  This year  t h e  

government  had leased t h e  old impost t o  a t a x  f a r m e r  in re tu rn  for cash  in advance 

- less  cash,  obviously, than t h e  tax's  e s t i m a t e d  r e v e n u e .  In Augus t ,  t h e  f a r m e r  

began trying t o  co l l ec t  his 2.5 percent .  "Many women and common people gathered," 

ran t h e  intendant 's  report  t h a t  reached Paris  on 1 6  August, "and threw a f e w  s tones  

at t h e  tax-collectors. But t h e  Consuls and chief inhabi tants  rushed t o  t h e  spot  and 

stopped t h e  troublew (A.N. ~7 296). Narbonne's people complained t h a t  t h e  t a x  was  

u n j u s t ,  w h i l e  m e r c h a n t s  c a l l e d  i t  a r e s t r a i n t  o n  t r a d e .  C i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  began 

negotiat ing with t h e  crown for r e m o v a l  of t h e  c o s s e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  i n  1 6 8 8 ,  t h e y  

managed t o  buy it off. 

On 28  September 1682, Paris '  Faubourg Saint-Marcel was  abuzz with news of a 

brawl. A Pro tes tan t  wineshop apprent ice  had  r e c e i v e d  a s e r i o u s  s t a b  wound ,  a n d  

m i g h t  w e l l  d ie .  The C a t h o l i c  c u r a t e  of S a i n t - ~ 6 d a r d  went t o  hear  t h e  wounded 

man's confession,  in hopes of managing a deathbed conversion. The young Pro tes tan t  

refused.  Seven or e ight  hundred-local  workers ,  m a l e  and female ,  gathered outside t h e  

wineshop, shouted against  t h e  "Huguenots", demanded t h e  s u r r e n d e r  of t h e  wounded  

man,  s h a t t e r e d  door and windows with blows of s t i cks  and stones,  and threatened t o  

b u m  t h e  house doawn.. A police o f f i c e r  f ina l ly  b r o k e  up t h e  c r o w d .  As f o r  t h e  

appren t ice ,  h e  resisted t o  t h e  end,  and died a Pro tes tan t  t h e  next  day (B.N. Fr. 7050; 

~ l G m e n t  1866: 270-271). 

A b o u t  a c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  o n  2 0  A u g u s t  1782, t h e  sub-intendant of Cast res ,  in 

Languedoc, went  t o  La Caune t o  supervise t h e  drawing o f  l o t s  f o r  m i l i t i a  s e r v i c e .  
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The m a y o r  a n d  c o n s u l s  a s k e d  h i m  t o  app ly  t h e  recen t  e d i c t  of t h e  royal council 

forbidding anyone t o  pas tu re  g o a t s  anywhere in Languedoc w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e  i n t e n d a n t ;  t h e  goats of  l o c a l  p o o r  p e o p l e ,  they complained,  were  ruining t h e  

community 's  woods. "At t h e  woods," reported t h e  sub-intendant, 

w e  f o u n d  Mr. Lacau,  a resident of La Caune,  who said in a ra the r  imperious 
tone  t o  Mr. Gardric,  t h e  mayor ,  'Don't g o  w h e r e  y o u ' r e  going!  S t a y  h e r e .  
W h e r e  a r e  you go ing? '  Since we kep t  on going toward t h e  woods through a 
sunken road, Mr. Lacau and a swarm of women and children ( to  whom he said,  
o t h e r s  have told me,  '1 won't abandon you, poor things, follow me!', and whom 
he had told t o  co l l ec t  large  stones in the i r  aprons) went  t o  t h e  s a m e  p a r t  of 
t h e  'woods by a pa th  running along t h e  heights,  even though we were  going a s  
f a s t  a s  our horses could t a k e  us. I saw a hail  of s tones  fal l ing on m e  and my 
companions; t h e  women were  throwing t h e m  while belching alT sor t s  of insults 
(A.11. ~1 1102)* 

The sub-intendant spurred his horse and got away. He and his companions searched 

t h e  woods for t h e  offending goa t s ,  but found only groups of w o m e n  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  

s t o n e  t h e m .  H e  f i n a l l y  s t r u c k  two  women with his whip, and for  t h a t  received a 

tongue-lashing f rom Mr. Lacau. On t h e  way back t o  town, t h e  l i t t l e  c o m p a n y  r a n  

i n t o  ano ther  ambush, th is  t i m e  including two  men "with g r e a t  staves". By choosing a 

d i f fe ren t  e n t r a n c e  in to  La Caune, t h e  sub-intendant managed t o  escape  a final assault  

f r o m  Lacau and his f emale  supporters,  who were  waiting, with thei r  missiles, at t h e  

main ga te .  He and t h e  local  officials  concluded t h a t  t h e  men w e r e  hiding t h e  goats.  

When, t h e  next  day, they went t o  inspect  the  houses of people known t o  have goats,  

t h e y  found all  t h e  houses, and a l l  t h e  usual g o a t  pastures,  empty .  The in tendant  of 

Languedoc, a f t e r  hearing this and other  reports,  finally gave  i t  up  as a bad job: h e  

l e f t  i t  t o  t h e  Waters and Fores ts  officials  t o  police scavenging goats .  

About t h e  s a m e  t ime,  people in t h e  countryside near Lille were  working at t h e  
- .  . . 

harvest .  In t h a t  r e g i o n ,  p e o p l e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  househo ld  who  h e l p e d  h a r v e s t  

c u s t o m a r i l y  had  t h e  r i g h t  t o  picor6e: one sheaf in twenty-five for  themselves.  At 

t h e  harvest  of 1782, "the poor didn't wai t  for t h e  owner's invitat ion.  They rushed t o  

a field whether i t  was  ready or  not. They harvested,  and e a c h  harvester  carr ied  off 
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his picor6e; t h e  f a r m e r s  were  robbed. In 1783, pe rmanen t  posts  of mar<chauss6e took 

up posts  [in t h e  suburbs o f  Lille] t o  stop t h e  exerc i se  of ' t h a t  so-called right,  which 

w a s  no  m o r e  t h a n  a n  e x c u s e  for  pillage" (Derode 1975 11848-18771: 355-356). A t  

' least so  said a nineteenth-century historian. Another in te rp re ta t ion  is simply t h a t  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r s  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  b r e a k  w i t h  a cus tomary  fo rm of employment  t h a t  had 

become costly and inconvenient,  but  t h e  local  poor resisted t h a t  break.  

A c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  w e  a r e  in  B o r d e a u x .  On  S u n d a y  n i g h t ,  23 July 1882, a 

hundred-odd ca rpen te r s  carrying clubs marched in to  t h e  ci ty 's  red-light d is t r ic t .  They 

went  t o  a bar on t h e  rue  Lamber t ,  broke t h e  plate-glass window, and did 100 f rancs '  

worth of damage  inside. All th i s  "on t h e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  one  of t h e m  had been hur t  by 

s o m e  pimps".  E i g h t  p o l i c e m e n  a n d  n i n e  s o l d i e r s  s h o w e d  up ,  held back a crowd 

e s t i m a t e d  at 400 people, a r r e s t e d  five offenders,  a n d  -- a f t e r  a f o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e  

b a t t l e  -- c h e c k e d  t h e  avenging carpenters .  ' None of t h e  police was  badly wounded 

(Le Temps 2 6  July 1882,- p. 3). 

In Arles,  in October ,  t h e  story n-as q u i t e . d i f f e r e n t .  Legit imists (supporters of 

t h e  old monarchy) w e r e  holding public banquets  t o  adver t i se  thei r  cause  and build its 

solidarity. They would o f ten  march back f rom t h e  banquets,  showing thei r  colors t o  

t h e  world. On 9 October ,  such a cor tege  re turned t o  Arles. Here  is t h e  newspaper 

report:  

A t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  L e g i t i m i s t s ,  t h e  c r o w d  s t a r t e d  t o  shout,  t o  jeer and 
whistle at them.  The Legit imists r e t r e a t e d  in good order  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  
P l a c e  du F o r u m ,  w h e r e  t h e y  t o o k  r e f u g e  in t h e  Cafe '  Brusque ,  t h e  local 
Legit imist  drinking-place. Others  d i s a p p e a r e d  v ia  wind ing  s t r e e t s  a n d  w e n t  
toward t h e  rai lroad s ta t ion.  Soon the  P lace  du Forum was invaded by a crowd, 
which  a g a i n  j e e r e d  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s .  P o l i c e  a n d  g e n d a r m e r i e  h a d  t o  
i n t e r v e n e .  roward 7:30 P.M., a Republican o ra to r  spoke t o  t h e  crowd, which 
applauded grtd 'cried Vive l a  Re'publique m a n y  t i m e s .  Then t h e y  s a n g  t h e  
Marseillaise. Elsewhere,  people turned t o  rough talk;  s o m e  f is t f ights  broke out .  
Since tension was growing from one moment  t o  t h e  next ,  t h e  police fo rce  had 
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Legi t imis ts  and accompany t h e m  t o  t h e  s ta t ion,  where  they took 
t h e  8 P.M. t r a in  (Le Temps 11 October  1881, p. 3). 

Le Figaro told t h e  s to ry  a bit d i f ferent ly ,  but  the  essence  was  t h e  same: a Legit imist  
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d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of numbers  and determinat ion,  a Republican counter-demonstration of 

the i r  numbers  and determination.  

N o v  for  1982. This t ime  le t  us t a k e  two  e v e n t s  f rom Paris. On Sunday, t h e  

20th  o f  June,  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  G e n e r a l e  d u  T r a v a i l  a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  

o r g a n i z e d  a m a r c h  f r o m  t h e  C a r e  Montparnasse t o  t h e  P lace  d e  la  Bastille. This 

March f o r  Peace occur red  on a w a r m ,  s u n n y  d a y ;  f r o m  20 ,000  t o  50,000 p e o p l e  

(depending on your source) turned out. Most of t h e m  marched in groups identifying 

an organization and a place (e.g. CGT of t h e  Rhone); many carr ied signs with slogans 

("down w i t h  t h e  w a r m a k e r s " ,  a n d  so on), and many chan ted  o r  sang a s  they went.  

Although t h e  bulk of t h e  marchers  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  C G  T a n d  t h e  P C ,  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  

I r a n i a n s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s u a s i o n s  a l s o  appeared with banners,  

slogans,  chan t s ,  and songs. Marchers and s p e c t a t o r s  were  generally in good humor; i t  

w a s  a beaut i ful  day,  as police and parade marshals  c leared t h e  way. When t h e  s t a r t  

of t h e  march  crossed t h e  Pont d e  Sully f rom t h e  Ile S t .  Lou is  t o  t h e  ~ i ~ h t  Bank ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a y o u n g  w o m a n  r o d e  a long on a bicycle,  holding a balloon on which was  

w r i t t e n  B r e z h n e v  v o u s  r e m e r c i e .  As she pedaled a bit t o o  c lose  t o  t h e  f ront  rank, 

a man in his s ix t ies  shoved her off t h e  bike and o u t  of t h e  line of march. A few 

incidents  of t h a t  so r t  were  a l l  t h e  "violence" t o  occur  t h a t  day. 

About six weeks l a te r ,  on 9 August 1982, ano ther  even t  occurred not  f a r  f r o m  

t h e  Pont  d e  Sully. In t h e  early af ternoon,  two  men walked down t h e  predominantly 

J e w i s h  r u e  d e s  R o s i e r s ,  stopped at t h e  Goldenberg Restaurant ,  and fired a u t o m a t i c  

pistols in to  t h e  res taurant .  They continued down t h e  s t r e e t ,  firing, and d i s a p p e a r e d  

at i t s  end. Behind them,  six people lay dead,  and ano ther  twenty-two were  wounded. 

Pres ident  Mitterand a t tended service at a nearby synagogue t h a t  evening. During t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  days  several  ceremonies  involving prominent public officials  commemora ted  

t h e  dead and condemned t h e  murderers. But t h e  kil lers go t  away. 

. The massacre  of t h e  rue des  Rosiers is t h e  only even t  of our ser ies  t o  mer i t  
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t h e  t e r m  "terrorism". It occurred t h a t  s u m m e r  in the company of a number  of o the r  

a t t a c k s  on  Jewish premises, and in t h e  con tex t  of t h e  I s r a e l i  i n v a s i o n  o f  L e b a n o n ;  

al though no group made an  au then t ica ted  c la im t o  have done t h e  deed,  t h e  press and 

public f igures,  both  Jewish and Genti le,  generally in te rp re ted  i t  as a n  indirect  p ro tes t  

aga ins t  Israel. It counts  as terror ism by d i rec t ing  damage  at persons having l i t t l e  o r  

no power  over  a condition in hopes of influencing o ther  persons who d o  have power 

o v e r  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n .  In t h a t  r e g a r d ,  it r e s e m b l e s  kidnapping, hijacking, and t h e  

random killing of people f rom a s t igmat ized population. "Terrorism" names  a s t ra tegy  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a f o r m  of  action.  That is why I say  it does  not s tand for  a coherent  

social  reali ty:  al though in a given t i m e  and p lace  only c e r t a i n  kinds o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  

c e r t a i n  s o r t s  of m o t i v e s  m a y  u s e  t e r r o r ,  i n  g e n e r a l  i t s  on ly  c o m m o n  ground is 

s t ra teg ic .  

What Do  French Conflicts  Tell Us? 

O u r  e i g h t  e v e n t s  by no  m e a n s  c o m p r i s e  r a n d o m  s a m p l e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  o r  

co l l ec t ive  act ion in t h e  four d i f fe ren t  cen tur ies  in which they occurred.  No ca ta log  

of s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y  France,  for example,  could omi t  t h e  g r e a t  urban and regional 

rebellions, especially t h e  Fronde. The conf l ic ts  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d e d  

i n n u m e r a b l e  j o u r n e y m e n ' s  b r a w l s  a n d  food r io ts ,  not  t o  mention t h e  Revolution of 

1789-1799. How c o u l d  w e  d i s c u s s  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  

c o n s i d e r i n g  s t r i k e s  a n d  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  uprisings? In t h e  twent ie th  cen tury ,  fac tory  

occupations,  mass meetings,  and fa rmers '  roadblocks w~ould have t o  e n t e r  t h e  list. W e  

h a v e  b e f o r e  u s  t w o  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  smal ler  even t s  f rom each  century,  a l l  of 

t h e m  involving a t  leas t  a bit  of damage t o  persons and objects.  In t h e  vocabularies 

o f  t h e i r  t i m e s ,  t h e y  a l l  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a t  l eas t  one of t h e  "protest" and  "disorder" 

words. In a weak sense,  then,  they represent four cenruries '  col lec t ive  act ion.  

With  t h o s e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  n o t i c e  how m u c h  b o t h  t h e  f o r m s  a n d  issues of 

popular col lect ive  act ion changed over  t h e  centur ies .  LC t h e  disputes o v e r  Narbonne's 



cosse and Paris's P ro tes tan t s ,  we find two  of t h e  seven teen th  century's  g r e a t  themes: 

r es i s t ance  agains t  royal a t t e m p t s  to e x t r a c t  t h e  m e a n s  o f  w a r  f r o m  a r e l u c t a n t  

p o p u l a c e ,  a n d  b a t t l e s  among compet ing communities.  With t h e  s t ruggles  over  g o a t s  

and harves t  p a y m e n t s ,  w e  n o t i c e  how e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  o f f i c i a l s  

c o l l a b o r a t e d  in squeezing o u t  r ights  of t h e  landless, and promoted t h e  dominance of 

t h e  marke t ,  of t h e  wage-nexus, of b o u r g e o i s  p r o p e r t y .  In t h e  cafe ' -smashing a n d  

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  o f  t h e  nineteenth  century,  w e  learn  how organizations of workers,  of 

pol i t ica l  supporters,  and of o ther  special  in te res t s  c a m e  t o  b e  major a c t o r s  in public 

life. In t h e  peace  march and  res tauran t  a t t a c k  of 1982, however,  w e  discover r a t h e r  

less change t h a n  in t h e  ear l ier  hundred-year comparisons: The d e  m o n s t r a t i o n - m a r c h  

t a k e s  a v e r y  l a r g e  s c a l e  a n d  t h e  a n t i - S e m i t i c  s h o o t i n g  p r o b a b l y  depends  on a n  

I in ternat ional  network of dedicated killers, but  b o t h  f o r m s  a n d  t h e m e s  h a v e  v i s i b l e  

n ineteen th-cen tury  predecessors. 

The e ight  even t s  were  a l l  violent t o  s o m e  degree.  But  they varied enormously . 

in t h e  ex ten t ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  and centra l i ty  of violence. In 1982 w e  witness t h e  e x t r e m e  

con t ras t :  between a march t o  which any damage t o  persons and objects  was  entirely 

incidenta l  and an a t t a c k  whose e n t i r e  rat ionale was  t o  d o  v i s i b l e  d a m a g e .  In t h e  

o t h e r  cases v i o l e n c e  o c c u r r e d  a s  a b y - p r o d u c t  of a c t i o n s  and in teract ions  which 

displayed determinat ion t o  act on behalf of conflict ing in teres ts ,  but  which were  not  

inherently violent. For these  *reasons and others ,  t o  lump together  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  in a 

ca tegroy  cal led  "violence" obscures, instead of clarifying,  our understanding. Nor d o  

t h e  l a b e l s  " p r o t e s t " ,  "disorder" ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e  se rve  any b e t t e r ;  t h e  main common 

ground of these  varied e v e n t s  is ' t h a t  in thei r  t i m e  thei r  c e n t r a l  ac t ions  belonged t o  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e  g r o u p s  u s e d  t o  advance or p r o t e c t  thei r  interests.  

From t h e  t ax  rebellion of t h e  seventeenth  century t o  t h e  demonstration-march of t h e  

twent ie th ,  w e  watch t h e  evolution of a reper toi re  of col lect ive  action.  
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Britain's 1981 Confl ic ts  in Perspect ive  

f r a n c e  w a s  not unique. Great  Britain likewise experienced substantial  change 

in its dominant  collective-action repertoires f rom t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y .  L e t  u s  t r y  t o  grasp Britain's cont inui t ies  and discontinuit ies of col lect ive  

ac t ion  via  a d i f fe ren t  approach f rom t h e  one t h a t  took u s  to France.  Let  us s t a r t  

f r o m  t h e  d r a m a t i c  c o n f l i c t s  in  Br i t i sh  c i t i e s  -- especially London, Liverpool, and 

Manchester,  during t h e  summer o f  1981. In t h e  B r i x t o n  a r e a  o f  London,  a m a j o r  

s e c t o r  o f  Wes t  Ind ian  s e t t l e m e n t ,  b l a c k s  b a t t l e d  police in t h e  s t r e e t s  twice  t h a t  

summer.  In July, t h e  S o u t h a l l  a r e a  o f  w e s t  London ,  w i t h  its s u b s t a n t i a l  Ind ian  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  Brix  t o n  w i t h  its own street-fighting.  r o x t e t h  (Liverpool) and  

Moss Side (Manchester)  likewise saw violent encounte r s  be tween  youths and police, bu t  

in t h o s e  t w o  p l a c e s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  y o u t h s  involved were  white 

natives. In t h e  l a t e r  s t ages  of these  confrontations,  l o c a l  p e o p l e  r e p e a t e d l y  b r o k e  

in to  local  s t o r e s  and carr ied off  valuable goods. 

The news repor ts  f r o m  1981 provide many reminders  of t h e  British pas t ;  they  

ca 11 t o  m i n d  especia l ly  t h e  sustained e f f o r t  of nineteenth-century British author i t ies  . 

t o  establish police control  over  w o r k i n g ~ l a s s  a r e a s ,  both  English a n d  I r ish ,  a n d  t h e  

I r e p e a t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  people in working-class neighborhoods t o  t h a t  control. They 

recal l  how frequent ly  lreland has served a s  t h e  p r o v i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  p o l i c e  r o u t i n e s  

l a t e r  t o  b e  instal led in G r e a t  Britain. The very rout ines  of confronta t ion and 'looting 

have plenty of h i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t .  ~ V o t i c e  t h a t  i n  A u g u s t  N e w  S o c i e t y  b e g a n  

publishing a ser ies  cal led  "the r io ts  in perspective", emphasizing continuit ies between 

las t  year 's  conflic_ts and those  of the  ear l ier  past .  Je r ry  White's r e v i e w  of 1 9 1 9  in  

t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  brings o u t  t h a t  year's four rounds of rioting: 

In May and  June,  t h e r e  were  race  r io ts  in seapor ts ;  in July, r i o t s  by s o l d i e r s  
w h o  w e r e  a w a i t i n g  d e m o b  o r  just  d i s c h a r g e d ;  in  A u g u s t ,  m a s s  loo t ing  in 
Liverpool a f t e r  t h e  a b o r t i v e  P o l i c e  Union s t r i k e ;  a n d  i n  Ju ly  a n d  A u g u s t ,  
r u n n i n g  b a t t l e s  b e t w e e n  London y o u t h  a n d  t h e  police, wi th  some casual t ies  
(White 1981: 260). 
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All those  e v e n t s  had established n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y  antecedents .  

Flashback t o  1919 provides a dual reminder: First ,  t h e n  as before  and since,  

by using such words as "riot" and "disturbance", observers  adopt  t h e  authorit ies '  usual 

perspect ive ,  lump t o g e t h e r  f o r m s  of  a c t i o n  w h i c h  a r e  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  

o b s c u r e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  form between t h e  violent and nonviolent instances of t h e  

s a m e  routine. Second, t h e  nineteenth-century reper to i re  did not preclude violence o r  

d i r e c t  ac t ion ,  al though nei ther  was c e n t r a l  t o  its operation.  Somet imes t h e  violence 

consis ted of a d i r e c t  a t t a c k  on t h e  person o r  premises  of an  enemy. Somet imes i t  

s p u n  o f f  t h e  e d g e s  o f  a l a r g e l y  nonviolent demonstra t ion or  strike. Somet imes it 

e m e r g e d  f rom a struggle with a rival  group which a t t e m p t e d  t o  b lock  t h e  a c t i o n ' s  

i n i t i a t o r  f r o m  making its point. Most of ten,  however,  t h e  violence resulted f r o m  a 

d i r e c t  confronta t ion between members  of t h e  g r o u p  m a k i n g  c l a i m s  a n d  p o l i c e ,  o r  

o t h e r  represen ta t ives  of the  authorit ies,  who sought t o  check thei r  action. In a lmost  

all t h e s e  cases, nevertheless,  t h e  violence simply cast in to  relief t h e  s a m e  recur ren t  

n ineteenth-century routines: meeting,  rally, and so on. 

If w e  were  tallying continuit ies be tween  1981's conf l ic ts  and those of t h e  pas t ,  

we could easily push back before  1914. Considering t h e  recurrent  t h e m e  of civilian 

res is tance t o  police control ,  we could move a l l  t h e  way back t o  t h e  very instal lat ion 

o f  t h e  lVew Police in 1829 and the rea f te r .  True, t h e  conjunction o f  segregated racia l  

minorit ies,  police harassment,  a n d  o u t b r e a k s  c o m b i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  d e s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  

looting has  a t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y  American a i r ;  a lmos t  every American g h e t t o  rebellion 

of t h e  1960s t h a t  did n o t  b e g i n  w i t h  p o l i c e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in a b l a c k  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
- .  

demonstra t ion began with a con tes ted  police a r r e s t  of a black person in t h e  presence 

of many others,  and in t h e  con tex t  of r e p e a t e d  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

p a t r o l l i n g  o f  b l a c k  a r e 2 s .  That p a r t i c u l a r  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  so f a r  as 1 know, never 

appeared  in nineteenth-cenmry Britain. Never theless ,  t h e  r e c e n t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  i n  
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Britain's urban minority a r e a s  have thei r  coun te rpar t  in t h e  con tes ted  policing of Irish 

a r e a s  in n i n e t e e n t h ~ e n t u r y  British industrial  towns. Here  t h e  c e n t r a l  ac t ion was no t  

t y p i c a l l y  a demonstra t ion o r  a s t r ike;  instead,  people  employed t h e  very old routine 

which had served agains t  such powerful  bu t  unwanted outsiders as tax-collectors and  

bi l le ted troops: gathering,  threatening,  taunting,  stoning,  impeding, re t reat ing,  only t o  

regroup elsewhere.  

This n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d e f e n s i v e  r o u t i n e  ac tua l ly  a n t e d a t e s  t h e  nineteenth  

century.  W e  c a n  see it clearly and repeatedly  among  t h e  food r io t s ,  Rough  Music ,  

m a c h i n e  - b r e a k i n g ,  and o ther  s tandard fo rms  of eighteenth-century conflict .  Few of 

those  f o r m s  of act ion survived much pas t  t h e  1830s. The r o u t i n e  f o r  d e f e n d i n g  a 

t e r r i t o r y  agains t  powerful outsiders was an  exception.  I t  survived t o  occupy a regular 

p lace  in a new and'  dist inctive repertoire.  

The discussion t h a t  follows o f f e r s  a very genera l  account  of t h e  shi f t  from t h e  

reper to i res  of col lect ive  act ion prevailing in Western  Europe -- and especially Britain 

a n d  F r a n c e  -- t h r o u g h  t h e  ear ly  nineteenth  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  reper toi res  prevailing in 

Western Europe s ince  then.  The discussion c o n c e n t r a t e s  on discontinuous g a t h e r i n g s ,  

o c c a s i o n s  on  which  a number of people c o m e  toge ther  in t h e  s a m e  place and make 
. . - - .- .  

c la ims  of some sort :  demands, complaints,  t h r e a t s ,  en t rea t i es ,  declara t ions  of support. 

That res t r ic t ion excludes important  kinds of co l l ec t ive  action: organized but  dispersea 

t e r ro r i sm,  some sor t s  of conspiracy,  bureaucrat ized pressure-group politics, and o thers  

as wel l .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  gather ings  a r e  at once  

t h e o r e t i c a l  and pract ica l .  Theoretically, discontinuous gatherings have a special  power 

t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  c o l l e c t i v e  c l a i m s ,  and the re fore  deserve a t t en t ion  for  themselves.  

Pract ica l ly ,  discontinuous gather ings  a r e  likely t o  b e  more  visible t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t o r  
1 

t h a n  a r e  t h e  workings of a conspiracy or  t h e  ac t iv i t i e s  of a n  informal pressure group. 

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  d i f ferent  kinds of col lect ive  a c t i o n  c h a n g e  a n d  v a r y  in t a n d e m  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  w e  the re fore  have much t o  l ea rn  f rom following t h e  more  visible 
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forms. 

Reper to i res  of Col lect ive  Action 

Wi th in  b o t h  F r a n c e  a n d  E n g l a n d ,  a d i s t i n c t i v e  n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y  reper toi re  

c a m e  in to  being as a result of major changes in t h e  organization o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a n d  

t h e  state. On t h e  one side, w e  have t h e  concentra t ion of c a p i t a l  and  its increasingly 

sharp separat ion f rom labor. On t h e  o ther  hand, w e  h a v e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  d i r e c t  

p o p u l a r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in national politics. The new reper to i re  emphasized t h e  s a m e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as a r e  r e w a r d e d  by n a t i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  a n d  l a b o r / c a p i t a l  

s t r u g g l e s :  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  n u m b e r s  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  on behalf of a r t i cu la ted  

c la ims  t o  power and/or on powerholders. When it c o m e s  t o  demonstra t ions ,  s t r i k e s ,  

p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  f o r m s  of col lect ive  act ion,  those 

groups a r e  more  successful, on t h e  whole, which c a n  produce t h e  highest multiple o f  

n u m b e r s ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d  a r t i cu la t ion  of claims.  The nen: reper toi re  opera ted  in 

t w o  overlapping circles:  the one d e f i n e d  by t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  c o e r c i o n ,  t h e  o n e  

defined by t h e  deployment of capi ta l .  It s t i l l  o p e r a t e s  in those  circles.  

Don't all reper toi res  work t h a t  w a y ?  N o ,  i n  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  p e o p l e  h a v e  

organized reper toi res  around displays of le thal  force ,  of links t o  powerful  pat rons  (not 

necessarily human or even earthly),  of cer t i f ica t ion by sacred t ex t s ,  of o n e  e s o t e r i c  

s k i l l  o r  a n o t h e r .  O n c e  c l a i m s  c r o s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  the 

mobilization of numbers =nd c o m m i t m e n t  on behalf of a r t i c u l a t e d  c l a i m s  t o  poure r  

and on powerholders has  l i t t l e  i m p a c t  in t h e  contemporary world; t h e  e f f e c t s  of those 

fo rms  o p e r a t e  a lmost  entirely within t h e  bounds of a single state. Illusions and hopes 

t o  t h e  con t ra ry  tesul t ,  I think, f rom confounding t h e  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  of a demonstration 

or rally on a foreign powerholder with t h e  impac t  of t h e  demons t ra t ion  o r  ra l ly  o n  

t h e  h o s t  s t a t e ' s  a c t i o n s  t o w a r d  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o w e r h o l d e r .  We a r e  e x a m i n i n g  a 

reper to i re  of col lect ive  act ion t h a t  g rew up with,  a n d  i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  c o n f i n e d  t o ,  

ac t ion  within t h e  so r t s  of poli t ies c r e a t e d  a s  nat ional  e lec to ra l  poli t ics developed in 
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western  Europe and i t s  extensions. 

W h e t h e r  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  poli t ics and the concentra t ion of cap i ta l  somehow 

c a u s e d  t h e  reper to i re  is more  difficult  t o  say. Another so r t  of connection is equally 

p laus ib le :  t h e  s a m e  s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  s o m e  d i rec t  national-  representa t ion of 

o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h e  beg inn ings  of a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  a l s o  

crys ta l l ized t h e  reper toi re  and gave  it precar ious  legitimacy. A var ie ty  of d i f fe ren t  

groups with a considerable range of in teres ts  and  power acquired a common in te res t  

in protect ing t h e  means  of a c t i o n  involved. The repertoire 's  availabil i ty for  e lec to ra l  

c la ims m a d e  it difficult  fo r  author i t ies  t o  block its extension t o  non-electoral claims,  

a n d  t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  advantages  offered by t h e  new reper toi re  t o  all sor t s  of 

contenders.  In comparison to o ther  forms of ac t ion  people might,  in principle, have  

a d o p t e d ,  t h e  r o u t i n e s  in  t h e  n e w  r e p e r t o i r e  w e r e  m o r e  likely t o  convey a c l e a r  

message and less likely t o  c a l l  down vigorous repression. 

Al l  s u c h  a d v a n t a g e s  i m p o s e  c o s t s .  The' n e w  reper toi re  inevitably disserved 

some kinds of groups: those  for whom smal l  numbers  or sec recy  were  essential ,  those  

c o n c e r n e d  m a i n l y  w i t h  t h e i r  own r i g h t  t o  ex i s t  ra ther  than with t h e  s t ruc tu re  o r  

exerc i se  of national power,  and so on. Where t h e  o b j e c t  of a group ' s  w r a t h  w a s  

v i s i b l e  a n d  l o c a l ,  m e e t i n g s ,  r a l l i e s ,  demons t ra t ions  and t h e  like were  likely t o  b e  

indirect ,  ine f fec t ive  ways t o  r e a c h  t h e  o b j e c t ,  as c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o l d e r  f o r m s  of  

retr ibution.  Out  of incessant struggles among cla imants ,  ob jec t s  of the i r  claims,  and 

intervening author i t ies  g rew a se r ies  of h a l f - s t a t e d  b u t  c o m p e l l i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  

rules: when a meet ing was  really a meeting,  when t h e  police could and should e n t e r  a 

gather ing,  who could m a r c h  w h e r e ,  a n d  s o  on .  The d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  r u l e s ,  b e i n g  

poli t ical  products  dhemselves ,  tended t o  work agains t  groups with f e w  powerful allies. 

The result ing s t ruc tu re  simultaneously encouraged a n d  c o n t a i n e d  p o p u l a r  c o l l e c t i v e  

action.  

We need a few qualif ications t o  these  very general  s t a tements .  First ,  i t  is a n  

exaggerat ion t o  s p e a k  of a s i n g l e  r e p e r t o i r e .  Al though  n a t i o n a l  r e p e r t o i r e s  o f  
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col lect ive action emerged in both France and Britain, each  pair of groups consisting 

of people making claims and the  objects of those claims developed i ts  own particular 

v e r s i o n  of t h a t  r e p e r t o i r e .  On t h e  whole ,  f o r  example ,  groups whose sphere of 

operation remained qui te  local a l s o  r e t a i n e d  m o r e  of t h e  o lde r  r e p e r t o i r e ;  you th '  

g r o u p s  k e p t  on  using t h e  f o r m s  of  s a n c t i o n  called charivari  in France and Rough 

Music in England, as craf t smen organized in small shops continued to put pressure on 

t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s  by m e a n s  of t h e  t u rnou t .  Second qual i f icat ion:  Because of the  

multiplicity and complexity of repertoires, my s t r e s s  on c a p i t a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  

e lec tora l  politics necessarily neglects many particular causes of change. In Britain's 

c rea t ion  of t h e  national social movement as a form of collective action, for example, 

t h e  i nnova t ion  of such  l eade r s  as John Wilkes, William Cobbett ,  and Francis Place 

unquestionably helped shape the  specific forms t h a t  soc ia l  m o v e m e n t s  t ook  in t h a t  

country . 
Let  us sharpen the  contrast  between the  "eighteenth-century" and "nineteenth- 

century" repertoires. W e  should do so in full r ea l i za t i on  a )  t h a t  t h e  "e igh t een th -  

c e n t u r y "  r e p e r t o i r e  s t r e t c h e d  back  in t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e n  and  surv ived  i n t o  t h e  

nineteenth century, while t h e  "nineteenth-centuryU repertoire continued i n t o  ou r  own 

t i m e ;  b) t h a t  t h e  dichotomy suggests a neat  distinction which the  historical reality 

denies. 

On balance, performances in the older repertoire involved: 

1. people's frequent employment of t he  authorities' normal m e a n s  of a c t i o n ,  
e i t h e r  as c a r i c a t u r e  or  as a d e l i b e r a t e ,  if t e m p o r a r y ,  a s sumpt ion  of the 
authorities' prerogatives in t h e  name of t h e  local community; 

2. c o m m o n  . a p p e a r a n c e  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as m e m b e r s  o r  representat ives  o f .  
constituted corporate  groups and communities rather than of special interests;  

3. a t e n d e n c y  t o  a p p e a l  t o  power fu l  p a t r o n s  f o r  r e d r e s s  of wrongs and, 
especially, for representation vis i vis outside authorities; 

4. e x t e n s i v e  u se  o f  a u t h o r i z e d  publ ic  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and assemblies for t he  
presentation of grievances and demands; 
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5 .  r e p e a t e d  adop t ion  of r ich ,  irreverent symbolism in t he  form of effigies, 
dumb show, and r i tual  objects  to state grievances and demands; 

6 .  convergence on the  residences of wrongdoers and t h e  s i tes  of wrongdoing, 
as opposed to  seats  and symbols of public power. 

o n &  m i g h t  sum up t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  as p a r o c h i a l  and  pa t ron i zed .  Concretely, t h e  

reper toire  included such routines as food riots, collective invasions of forbidden fields 

a n d  f o r e s t s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of ba r r i e r s ,  a t t acks  on machines, Rough Music, serenades, 

expulsions of tax officials and other unwanted outsiders, tendentious holiday parades, 

f ights  between gangs from rival villages, pulling down and sacking of private houses, 

forced illumination, mobbing of o u t c a s t s ,  and  t h e  a c t i n g  o u t  of popular  judicial  

p roceed ings .  Those and  a f e w  o t h e r  fo rms  like them constituted the  eighteenth- 

century repertoire. 

The "n ine teen thxentury"  repertoire with which we still live operates  on qui te  

different  premises. As compared with the  earlier repertoire,  i t s  

performances show these tendencies: 

1. The employment of relatively autonomous means of act ion,  of  a kind rarely 
or never employed by authorities; 

2 .  frequent appearance of special interests  and named associations or pseudo- 
associations (e.g. Coalition for Justice,  People United Against 1; 

3. direct  challenges to rivals or authorit ies,  especially national authorit ies and 
their  representatives, ra ther  than appeals t o  patrons; 

4. deliberate organization of assemblies for t he  articulation of claims; 

5. display of programs, slogans, signs of common membership; 

6 .  preference for action in visible public places. 

Let  -me insist thaJ these a re  average differences,  n o t  abso lu t e s .  They desc r ibe  a 

tendency toward action we might label national and autonomous. Concrete examples 

of these  "national and autonomous" forms a r e  strikes,  demonstrations, e lectoral  rallies, 

pub l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  p e t i t i o n  m a r c h e s ,  p lanned  insurrections,  and invasions of official 

assemblies. Sometimes several of t h e s e  c o m b i n e  i n t o  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  cha l l enge  on  
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' b e h a l f  o f  a n  u n r e p r e s e n t e d  cons t i tuency we  commonly  c a l l  a "social movementi '  o r  

"political movementt ' .  ' Somet imes ,  'likewise, t hey  coa le sce  i n t o  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  c l a i m s  

fo;  v o t e s  ' w e  c a l l  a n  "!electoral campaign".  Those ate t h e  dominant  pe r fo rmances  
. . 

avai lab le  within t h e  n ine t een th -  and  twent ie th-century  reper to i re .  . ' 

I .  . , 
1: ? 

We c o u l d  . . s c h e m a t i z e  t h i s  a l r e a d y  s c h e m a t i c  summary  as a two-dimensional 

. d i a g r a m ;  t h e  d i a g r a m  $ome of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h i n  ' e a c h  

r e p e r t o i r e  wi th  respeCt t o  t h e  usual s cope  of t h e i r  ac t ion ,  and  t h e  'usua l  o r i en ta t ion  

11 t o  t h e  au tho r i t i e s  -- pat ronized  :o r  au tonomous  1- involved:. 

> .  

SCOPE O F  ' A C  TION 
. . 

IPATRONIZED fes t iva l  
t 

t fo rced  illu'mination 
ORIEN- 
TA TION 

POWER- 
HOLDERS 

+ 
i Rough Music 

The d iagram ind ica t e s  a,) t h a t  t h e  various p e r f o r m a n c e s  o c c u p y  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  

posi t ions w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  th'eir charac ter i s t ' i c  scope and o r i en ta t ion  t o  powerholders ,  b) 
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t h a t  t aken  as wholes t h e  t w o  reper toi res  over lap somewhat  in both  respects,  c )  t h a t  

never theless  a significant ne t  movement  along bo th  dimensions - toward autonomous 

a c t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  n a t i o n a l  in  s c o p e  -- o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  s h i f t  f rom one dominant 

reper to i re  t o  t h e  other.  

L e t  u s  b e  c l e a r  a b o u t  o n e  th ing .  The notion of reper to i re  is a simplifying 

model. As I have s t a t e d  it so fa r ,  it incorporates  a sense. of regulari ty,  order,  and 

d e l i b e r a t e  c h o i c e  i n t o  c o n f l i c t ;  t h e  m o d e l  may well appear  t o  leave no room for  

anger ,  drunkenness, spontaneity,  and t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  a g o o d  w h a c k  a t  a n  e n e m y ' s  

s h i n s .  In m y  s k e t c h ,  i t  m a k e s  l i t t l e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  variat ion by t ime ,  place,  and 

soc ia l  group, and  implies n e a t ,  rapid, comprehensive  transit ions f rom one  limited set 

of fo rms  t o  t h e  next. It neglects  o the r  dimensions along which fo rms  of col lect ive  

action: l e g a l i t y / i l l e g a l i t y ,  s i z e ,  e x t e n t  of v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  s o  on.  All t h a t  s o u n d s  

hopelessly unrealist ic.  

I d o  mean  t o  s t ress  t h e  order in col lect ive  act ion,  in opposition t o  t h e  disorder 

communica ted  by words such a s  "mob1', "riot", and  "disturbance". I do, fur thermore,  

w a n t  t o  d raw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  widespread and re la t ively  rapid a l t e ra t ion  in t h e  means  

of co l l ec t ive  act ion which occurred in Britain during t h e  e r a  of Reform,  and in mos t  

o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  e i g h t  d e c a d e s .  W e  m i g h t  d a t e  t h e  

comparab le  transit ions,  very roughly, around 1848 f o r  France,  1870 for  Germany, 1870 

in ' ~ o r t h e r n  Italy, 1914 in t h e  Italian' South. Although t h e  d a t e s  and t h e  completeness  

of t h e  t ransi t ions  a r e  contes table ,  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  t h e s e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  m o r e ,  m a d e  d e c i s i v e  s h i f t s  t o  t h e  n e w  reper toi re  by ear ly  in t h e  

twent ie th  century.  4 t h a t  sense,  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  d e p e n d e d  on  a n  
a 

underlying order.  

N o t h i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e s  tha t  rule-bound col lect ive  act ion be  bloodless and 

ca lm,  any more  than a rough conformity  t o  t h e  rules  of foo tba l l  e x c l u d e s  a b i t  o f  

mayhem on t h e  field. Nor is a massive ne t  s h i f t  in t h e  prevailing modes of ac t ion 
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i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  occasional revival  of t h e  displaced modes of action. Workers' 

d i r e c  t-action "outrages" st i l l  occurred in Shef field and Manchester in t h e  1860s ;  b u t  

t h e y  w e r e  t h e  more  outrageous by then for being remnants  of a t i m e  when physical 

a t t a c k s  o n  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s '  p e r s o n s  an'd e m p l o y e r s '  p r e m i s e s  w e r e  s t a n d a r d  

a c c o m p a n i m e n t s  of local  turnouts. 

In i t s  weakest  version, t h e  notion of reper to i re  is simply a metaphor t o  remind 

u s  t h a t  routines such a s  t h e  turnout  recur,  b e c o m e  r e c o g n i z a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as 

wel l  as t o  observers,  and have something of a n  independent history. In its s t rongest  

version,  t h e  notion ,of reper toi re  amounts  t o  an h y p o t h e s i s  of d e l i b e r a t e  c h o i c e  by 

c o n  t e n d e r s  a m o n g  well-defined a l t e rna t ive  modes of ac t ion,  wi th  both t h e  available 

a l t e r n a t i v e s  and t h e  choices contenders  make  among  t h e m  changing continuously as a 

c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h e  o u t c o m e s  of previous actions.  In its in termediate  version, t h e  

notion of reper to i re  states a model in which t h e  accumula ted  exper ience -- di rec t  and  

v i c a r i o u s  -- of  c o n t e n d e r s  i n t e r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  s t ra teg ies  of author i t ies  t o  make  a 

l imi ted number of f o r m s  of act ion more  feasible, a t t r a c t i v e ,  and f requent  than many 

o t h e r s  which could, in principle, se rve  t h e  s a m e  interes ts .  This in termediate  version 

of t h e  simplifying model is t h e  o n e  1 have in mind here.  

F r a n c e  vs. Britain 

The comparison of nineteenth-century changes  in F r a n c e  and Britain sheds light 

on t h e  whole process  by which reper toi res  change. At  t h e  century's  outse t ,  t h e  t w o  

c o u n t r i e s  s t o o d  a b o u t  even in t h e  creat ion of new repertoires.  On one side of t h e  

channel ,  Britain had produced a ser ies  of innovations -- f r o m  J o h n  Wilkes t o  L o r d  

G e o r g e  G o r d o n  30 London ' s  R a d i c a l s ,  w i t h  s o m e  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  o thers  such as 

P r o t e s t a n t  Dissenters and Spitalfields weavers  -- which c a m e  close  t o  consti tuting t h e  

n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t  as w e  k n o w  it :  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  c h a l l e n g e  t o  n a t i o n a l  

au thor i t i e s  in t h e  name of an unrepresented c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  in t h e  c o u r s e  of w h i c h  

p e o p l e  m a k e  o r g a n i z e d  public displays of the i r  s t r eng th  and determination.  On t h e  
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other  side, however, the French had gone through a Revolution in which -- a t  least  

for  two or three years  -- public meetings, organized marches, and demonstrations in 

something approaching their contemporary form did a significant share of the  nation's 

polit ical  work. 

Three or four decades la ter ,  the  contrast  had become much sharper. Under a 

ser ies  of repressive regimes, France had r e tu rned  f o r  mos t  purposes  t o  a r educed  

v e r s i o n  of i t s  e igh teen th-century  collective-action repertoire. Ordinary people who 

shared a grievance or a hope were most likely t o  act, if they ac ted  at all ,  by staging 

a mocking ceremony, by simulating the  same punishments and controls t ha t  authorit ies 

usually visited upon offenders, by organizing a t u r n o u t ,  by  t ak ing  a d v a n t a g e  of a n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  publ ic  ceremony t o  voice or  symbolize their claims. The Revolution of 

1830 ruptured the  continuity for a few months, as re laxed  repress ion  a n d  Na t iona l  

Guard mobilization encouraged a temporary return t o  some of the mili tant action of 

t h e  ear l ier  Revolution. During t h e  1830s and  1840s ,  bourgeois  c i r c l e s  and  c lubs ,  

work ing-c lass  journeymen's  associat ions and mutual-aid societies, and conspiratorial 

polit ical  groups led lives ranging from clandestine t o  semi-public. Occasionally they 

b r o k e  t h e  s i l e n c e  w i th  a publ ic  mee t ing ,  a n  e l e c t o r a l  rally, a demonstration, an  

a t t empted  insurrection, or a banquet devoted t o  a .  cause. ( The subscription banquet, 

fo r  example,  became a major vehicle for the  voicing of opposition t o  the  regime in 

t h e  months just before t h e  Revolution of 1848.) Turnouts, and even strikes, became 
. 

more frequent.  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  ch i e f  innovations in political expression in France between 

t h e  Restoration of 1.814-1815 and  t h e  Revo lu t ion  of  1848  involved press ing  o ld ,  

established forms  of action t o  the  limits of official  toleration: turning the  funeral of 

a public figure or a victim of repression into a mass march, directing a charivari or 

s e r e n a d e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  o f f e n d e r  o r  defender of private morality toward a public 

f i g u r e ,  and  so  f o r t h  down our  check l i s t .  For  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t h e  c o n t e n t i o u s  
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g a t h e r i n g s  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  in  F r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h o s e  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  t o o k  f a m i l i a r  

e ighteenth-century forms: food riots,  mobbing and expulsion of t a x  col lectors ,  invasion 

of enclosed or  posted fields and  fores ts ,  displays during author ized public ceremonies  

and  celebrations.  Only t h e  fever  of meeting,  marching,  and d e l i b e r a t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  

spring of 1848 shif ted  t h e  balance toward what  I a m  calling, wi th  increasingly obvious 

inaccuracy,  t h e  nineteenth-century reper toi re .  

By 1 8 4 8 ,  B r i t a i n  h a d  a l ready experienced t e n  years  of Char t i s t  meet ings  and 

marches .  She had l e f t  t h e  f inal '  campaign fo r  Ca tho l ic  E m a n c i p a t i o n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  

behind, had gone s ixteen years  p a s t  t h e  g r e a t  mobilization for  Reform,  had produced 

round a f t e r  round of str ikes,  and  h a d  t h o r o u g h l y  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  o p e n  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  r a l l y ,  a n d  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  as ways of doing col lect ive  business. . h e  

might s t i l l  d e t e c t ,  eighteenth-century tones  in t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  n e w  m u n i c i p a l  :. 
p o l i c e ,  in  s t r i k e r s '  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Rough  Music  t o  reca lc i t r an t  members  of thei r  

t rades ,  in t h e  hauling of ef f ig ies  through pro tes t  marches,  and perhaps  in the brawling 

of rival candidates '  supporters. Other  prominent eighteenth-century fo rms  - notably 

t h e  pulling down of enemies '  houses, t h e  breaking of machinery,  invasions of enclosed 

o r  p o s t e d  l a n d ,  a t t a c k s  on  t o l l g a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  c l a s s i c  f o o d  r io t  - had, however,  

vir tually disappeared.  

To b e -  s u r e ,  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  h a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  history: Par l iamentary  

enclosures slowed, t h e  declining re la t ive  pr ice  of corn  and t h e  increasingly e f f i c i e n t  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f o o d  r e d u c e d  t h e  i n c e n t i v e s  and  opportunit ies for  people's forceful  

in te rven t ion  in t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  C o m b i n a t i o n  A c t s  i n  1 8 2 4  e a s e d  - 

w o r k e r s ' .  w a y s  t~ legal and public act ion agains t  employers,  a generat ion of workers 

g r e w  up  with big machines. Ail t h e s e  changes,  and more ,  a f f e c t e d  both  t h e  in te res t s  

d i f fe ren t  groups  had in ac t ing  collectively,  and the i r  capaci ty  t o  d o  so. 

W e  must ,  fur thermore,  t a k e  c a r e :  t h e r e  is  a r isk  o f  c o n f l a t i n g  " b a c k w a r d -  

looking" ,  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  a n d  " e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y "  f o r m s  of a c t i o n  in to  a formless 
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category of resistance t o  innovation. As John Stevenson declares: 

What is important t o  recognise is t ha t  they were present at least  as much in 
t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l i e r  and  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  the  industrial era:  
although sometimes regarded as 'pre-industrial' forms of p r o t e s t  o r  c o m m u n a l  
exp re s s ion ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  found in Luddism,  ' C a p t a i n  Swing', anti-Poor Law 
disturbances, reactions to  cholera hospitals, to t h e  professional po l ice ,  and  t o  
t h e  immigrant Irish. Even in la te  Victorian and Edwardian England examples of 
popular resistance t o  innovation which a r e  recognisable in these t e r m s  c a n  b e  
found, a s  in the reactions t o  compulsory vaccination during the  1870s, a t tacks  
on t h e  Salvation Army in t h e  1880s, and t h e  actions of 'jingo' c r o w d s  du r ing  
t h e  Boer and Great  Wars (Stevenson 1979: 310). 

It is not, in shor t ,  t h e i r  f r equen t ly  de fens ive  d e p l o y m e n t  t h a t  d i s t inguishes  t h e  

eightenth-century forms from the  nineteenth-century repertoire. Despite a broad, on- 

the-average, association between certain forms of col lect ive act ion and cer ta in  issues, 

w e  m u s t  s e p a r a t e  t h e  f o r m  as such  f r o m  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in  which i t  mos t  

frequently occurs. That is, indeed, t he  justification for i n t roduc ing  t h e  a l i en  t e r m  

repertoire.  

Transition t o  the  "Nineteenth century" 

rh rdugh  a l l  these qualifications, ce r ta in  important differences between Britain 

and France still appear. After  an irregular series of  c o l l e c t i v e - a c t i o n  innovat ions  

beg inn ing  a f t e r  t h e  Seven  Yea r s  War, the  pace of change in Britain's predominant 

forms of collective action accelerated a f t e r  Waterloo, and reached a peak around the  

t i m e  of Reform. By the  1840s, for most purposes, the  eighteenth-century repertoire 

had given way t o  a recognizable v'ersion of t he  reper toire  t h a t  h a s  p reva i l ed  s i n c e  

t h e n .  In F r a n c e ,  a similar transition occurred, but  significantly later.  Despite the 

precocious innovations of t h e  early 1790s, rapid, extensive,  and durable alteration of 

t h e  French co l le~ t ive-ac t ion  repertoire did not begin until t he  1840s. What is more, 

i t  halted during the  extensive repression of t h e  1850s, and only completed i ts  cycle in 

t h e  1860s.  Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  moment of the  transition arrived during the  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mon ths  o f  1848.  1832 f o r  B r i t a i n ,  1 8 4 8  f o r  F r a n c e ,  m a r k  t h e  

installation of the  nineteenth-century repertoire. 
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Bri ta in ' s  1832  and France's 1848 have something important in common. Each 

brought a decisive expansion of t he  national e lec tora te ,  and a clear establishment of 

t h e  principle t ha t  persons, no't corporate interests,  had the  right t o  representation at 

t h e  national level. The Reform Bill of 1832 fell f a r  short  of universal suffrage. Yet  

i t s  extension of t h e  vote to most bourgeois and some master  craf tsmen by means of 

a property-tax requirement defined a general limit within which a l m o s t  a l l  pe r sons  

qua l i f i ed .  I t  t h e r e b y  s h i f t e d  the  deba te  t o  t he  proper location of t h a t .  limit. By 

eliminating ro t ten  boroughs and establ ishing c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  fo r  g rowing  popu la t i on  

c e n t e r s ,  t h e  Bill  ratified the  radical notion of representation in rough proportion to  

t h e  number of persons represented. 

In France, t he  right t o  vote  in national elections followed a zigzag course for 

sixty years  before  1848: swinging between near-manhood s u f f r a g e  and  va r ious  t a x -  

payment  qualifications during the  revolutionary regimes, moving t o  stringent property 

qualifications with t h e  Restoration, and somewhat less stringent property qualifications . 

w i t h  t h e  Revo lu t ion  of 1830. In t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  e n t h u s i a s m  of spring, 1848, 

however, France enacted manhood s u f f r a g e  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s .  Although Louis  

~Vapoleon  managed  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  e l e c t o r a t e  by t igh ten ing  registration 

requirements and broadening the  interpretation of 1848's  ru l e s  f o r  d i squa l i f i ca t i on ,  

e v e n  h e  d id  n o t  d a r e  t o  b reak  with t he  official  of principle of manhood suffrage. 

The more so, because he  used the  plebiscite - simulacrum though i t  was of a t rue  

general  election -- t o  advert ize  the legitimacy of his regime. Nor did any subsequent 

French regime dare  a t tack  manhood s u f f r a g e ,  n o t  e v e n  t h e  f e a r f u l  Republ ic  t h a t  

formed a f t e r  the ' ,~ommune of 1871. 

With t h e  ex t ens ion  of t h e  s u f f r a g e ,  in b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  c a m e  a degree of 

protection for t h e  r i gh t  t o  campa ign ,  t o  o r g a n i z e ,  t o  m e e t  fo r  t h e  purposes  of 

choos ing ,  supporting, or influencing candidates. In both countries,  especially Britain, 

non-electors had long taken the  occasion of elections t o  a s s e m b l e ,  t o  display t h e i r  
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c o l o r s ,  to c h e e r ,  j e e r ,  a n d  b r a w l  on  b e h a l f  o f  thei r  preferences.  The broadened 

s u f f r a g e  extended t h e  protect ion for  those  act iv i t ies ,  and increased t h e  i n c e n t i v e  to 

b u i l d .  d u r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which could mobilize votes.  The warrant  fo r  

e l e c t o r a l  ac t iv i ty  and organization p r o v i d e d  a n  o p e n i n g  f o r  q u a s i - e l e c t o r a l ,  s e m i -  

e l e c t o r a l ,  e v e n  pseudo+lectoral  ac t iv i ty  and organization; because  p ro tec ted  par t ies  

developed a s t rong in teres t  in the r i g h t  t o  a s s e m b l e  a n d  to state p r e f e r e n c e s ,  it 

b e c a m e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  d e n y  t h o s e  r i g h t s  a r b i t r a r i l y .  . The 

increas ing importance of national elections,  in its turn ,  reinforced t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  

g r o u p s  w h o  c o u l d  m u s t e r  l a r g e  numbers  of disciplined followers, and  thus  pose t h e  

t h r e a t  o r  promise of conver t ing t h e  n u m b e r s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  i n t o  e f f e c t i v e  v o t e s .  

N u m b e r s  a n d  discipline b e c a m e  the keys  t o  successful  s t r ikes ,  demonstrations,  public 

mee t ings ,  pet i t ion drives, and o ther  newly impor tan t  fo rms  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  In 

, t h e s e  w a y s ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s  p r o m o t e d  t h e  s h i f t  t o  t h e  

nineteenth-century repertoire.  

Y e t  t h e  influence was surely mutual: in both  Britain and France,  disfranchised 

c i t i z e n s  used t h e  new forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  p r e s s  t h e i r  d e m a n d s  f o r  t h e  

expansion of suff rage and t h e  guaran tee  of f r e e ,  binding elections.  Ra ther  than being 

a n  a u t o m a t i c  by-product of e lec to ra l  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  n e w  r e p e r t o i r e  g r e w  t h r o u g h  a 

s e r i e s  of historically specif ic  innovations and t ransfers .  In Britain,  for  example,  t h e  

success  of Daniel O'Connell and his all'ies in pressing for  C a t h o l i c  E m a n c i p a t i o n  o n  

t h e  base  of a mass-membership Cathol ic  Association o f fe red  a model and a precedent  

f o r  t h e  organizers of Political Unions t o  press  f o r  R e f o r m  f r o m  1 8 3 0  o n w a r d .  In 

F r a n c e ,  t h e  July, Monarchy's r e la t ive  to le rance  of workers'  mutual-aid socie t ies  made 

t h e m  a convenient vehicle for  t h e  c rea t ion  of underground t r a d e  unions and poli t ical  

associations.  . 
In b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  c a m e  into  being as a dist inctive form 

through a ser ies  of more  o r  l e s  de l ibe ra te  a l t e ra t ions  in older,  p r o t e c t e d  f o r m s  of 
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a c t i o n  -- f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h r o u g h  Wilkes '  a n d  Gordon's provocat ive  expansion of t h e  

pet i t ion march  t o  Par l i ament  or  t h e  king in to  a public display of m a s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h e i r  c a u s e s .  In b o t h  countr ies ,  t h e  creat ion of t h e  social  movement  as a way of 

doing co l l ec t ive  business resul ted f rom a cumulat ive  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

l e s s o n s  u s u a l l y  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  f a i l u r e s  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o w n  

contenders ,  but  somet imes  c a m e  f r o m  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  c o n t e n d e r s  in  o t h e r  

countr ies .  

My w o r k i n g  hypotheses ,  then,  c o m e  down t o  t h e  idea  t h a t  t h e  nationalization 

o f  p o w e r  a n d  p o l i t i c s  f r o m  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r o v i d e d  

incent ives  t o  collective-action innovations which increased t h e  national visibility of a 

given group's claims,  as t h e  expansion of national e lec to ra l  poli t ics c r e a t e d  a milieu 

f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  success of those  innovations. The s a m e  processes 

reduced t h e  feasibility and effect iveness  of t h e  s tandard eighteenth-century reper toi re ,  

w i t h  i t s  e m p h a s i s  o n  p a t r o n a g e  a n d  l o c a l  s c o p e .  r h e  e igh teen th-cen tury  fo rms  

declined rapidly in importance,  al though t h e y  n e v e r  q u i t e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  S i n c e  t h e  

f renzy  of change  in col lect ive  ac t ion  cen te red  on 1832 in Britain and 1848 in France,  

t h e  pace  of innovation has slowed. 
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Especially since 1968, European observers have of ten claimed the  contrary: t h a t  

new, post-industrial or s tyle-of- l i fe  f o r m s  have  t a k e n  ove r .  Alain Touraine,  f o r  

example,  declares  that:  

f r e s h  upsu rges  a r e  be ing  felt ,  new thrusts.  forward, which have not  yet  been 
defined or which refused t o  be  defined by social relations: t h e s e  i nc lude  t h e  
rejection of a n  industrial society grown overwhelmingly crushing, t h e  return t o  
t h e  l o s t  g r e a t  t i m e s  of s t ab i l i t y ,  t h e  anguish  of c r i s i s  and  t h e  f e a r  o f  
c a t a s t r o p h e ,  freedom movements of all  kinds for the assertion of identity but 
without c lear  definition of their  opponents, and liberal or l ibertarian c r i t i q u e s  
of t h e  state (Touraine 1981 :I). 

Within t he  realm of industrial conflict, Pierre  Dubois distinguishes between two types 

of radicalism -- explosive direct  a t tacks  on management,  and p l anned  a s s e r t i o n s  of 

w o r k e r s '  r i gh t s .  The 1970s  r ev iva l  o f  exp los ive  r ad i ca l i sm,  h e  sugges t s ,  was  

temporary, while planned radicalism "is an entirely novel form tha t  has  some chances 

of being pursued" (Dubois 1978: 11). Worker takeovers of plants, such as the  famous 

oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  c los ing  of t h e  Lip f a c t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  

disorganization of production serve as examples. 

Looked at closely, however, almost all  of t h e  cases in point involve forms of 

action tha t  already have their  own histories. The novelty consists of different groups 

or different  demands. Within industrial conflict, for example, the  strike continues t o  

d o m i n a t e  t h e  r epe r to i r e ,  but  white-collar and high-technology workers become more 

involved, and some groups of workers demand a say in decisions concerning production 

and investment. Again, demands for regional autonomy, sexual rights, or freedom to 

pursue a distinctive s tyle  of l ife have become more prominent since World War 11, y e t  , 

t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  of  those .  demands  have  typ i ca l l y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m  by m e a n s  of 

demonstrations, marches,  and similar routines from t h e  nineteenth-century repertoire. 

O n e  m i g h t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w a n t  t o  single ou t  sitdown strikes, mass picketing, 

urban guerrilla, hijacking, hostage-taking, occupation of public buildings, or some other  

forms  as genuine additions t o  the collective-action repertoire,  The taking over of a 

contained space and i t s  occupants as hostages t o  a set of specific d e m a n d s  h a s  t h e  
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s t r o n g e s t  c l a i m  t o  being a twentieth-century innovation. Perhaps squatting, factory 

occupations,  and t h e  American sit-in -- a l l  of which  have  much in  c o m m o n  w i t h  

s p a c e -  a n d  hos t age - t ak ing  -- a l s o  qua l i fy .  O n e  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t he  

presence of mass-media reporting has recast  all  t h e  nineteenth-century fo rms .  O n e  

might want  t o  inquire whether amid the  massive power of corporations and states the  

puny e f fo r t s  of demonstrators and strikers now make  any  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  

e x e r c i s e  of  power .  One  would c e r t a i n l y  w a n t  t o  round out  my account with an  

analysis of t h e  changing technology of repression. One could profitably look forward, 

a n d  a sk  w h e t h e r  new fo rms ,  o r  e v e n  whole  n e w  r e p e r t o i r e s ,  a r e  in t he  offing. 

Meanwhile, I think, we continue t o  find people a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  in ways  t h a t  w e r e  

a l m o s t  i nconce ivab le  dur ing  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century, and ye t  which crystallized in 

something like their  present forms well over a century ago. 
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NOTE 

Under  t h e  t i t l e  "Nine t een th -Cen tu ry  Origins of Our Twentieth-Century Collective- 
Action Repertoire," t h e  Conference on Economy and Society, University of minburgh, 
h e a r d  a n  e a r l i e r  vers ion  of  t h i s  p a p e r  in S e p t e m b e r  1981. Sl ight ly  revised, i t  
c i r c u l a t e d  as Working P a p e r  244, C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  o n  Soc ia l  Organ iza t ion ,  
University of Michigan. The present paper includes significant revisions of the  paper 
presen ted  to  t h e  Conference on Political Violence and Ter ror i sm;  I a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  
G i a n f r a n c o  Pasquino and other participants in t h e  conference for suggestions leading 
to those revisions. The National Science Foundation, t h e  National Endowment for t h e  
H u m a n i t i e s ,  and  t h e  Horace  R a c k h a m  G r a d u a t e  School ,  Univers i ty  of Michigan, 
support t h e  research on Britain and France t ha t  lies behind this  paper. 1 a m  grateful  
to Dawn Hendricks for  help with bibliography. 
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