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I n  The Beginning 

I n  1 9 7 1  E r i c  Hobsbawm c a l l e d  it "a good moment t o  b e  a  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n " .  
Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  t h i s  was s t i l l  t h e  c a s e ,  d e s p i t e  a  c e r t a i n  f r a c t i o u s n e s s  and 
t h e  r e a d i n e s s  o f  some t o  f i n d  a  c r i s i s  o f ~ t h e  f i e l d .  The main t h i n g  was t h e  
c o n t i n u i n g  growth o f  a c t i v i t y  ( t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of j o u r n a l s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  
sub-disciplinary:societies, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  networks ,  c u r r i c u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
a n d . d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  g r a d u a t e  p rograms) ,  
and i n  l i g h t  o f  s u c h  expans ion  c o n f l i c t s  o f  d i r e c t i o n  were  pe rhaps  t h e  normal 
s i g n s  o f  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  and growth.  Tha t  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  c o u l d  a r g u e  o v e r  
t h e o r y  and:method was ev idence  o f  v i t a l i t y  more t h a n  i l l - h e a l t h ,  and o n l y  
t h o s e  w i t h  narrow o r  s e c t a r i a n  views o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ' s  p r o p e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  
c o u l d  be u p s e t  by c o n f l i c t  a s  such .  [2] 

Ten y e a r s  f u r t h e r  on still, t h o u g h ,  such  c o n f i d e n c e  is h a r d e r  t o  s u s t a i n .  
I am n o t  t h e  on1y:person t o  have d e t e c t e d  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u r s i v e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  
r h e t o r i c  and p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  from " s o c i a l "  t o  " c u l t u r a l "  h i s t o r y ,  
e f f e c t e d  v i a  what we have become accustomed t o . c a l 1  t h e  " l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n " .  
C l e a r l y  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n : n e e d s  t o - b e  e l a b o r a t e d  and s p e c i f i e d ,  b u t  a  good 
ba romete r  o f  t h e  change i n  h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  s e n s i b i l i t y  h a s  been Gare th  Stedman 
J o n e s .  From h i s  i n v i g o r a t i n g  polemic  a g a i n s t  t h e  l i b e r a l  comp1acencies:and 
p o s i t i v i s t i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  1967 
t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f . c r i t i c a 1  and s u b s t a n t i v e  e s s a y s  i n  t h e  mid-1970s, Stedman 
J o n e s  developed a  p r o j e c t  o f  "non-empi r i c i s t "  and " t h e o r e t i c a l l y  informed 
h i s t o r y " ,  which was M a r x i s t ,  open t o  o t h e r  forms o f  s o c i a l  t h e o r y ,  and 
n a t u r a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s t ,  a s  t h e  u n i f y i n g  p r o b l e m a t i c  o f  contemporary  s o c i a l  
h i s t o r y  t h e n  t o o k  t h a t - t o  be  unders tood;  For  many s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
it was ve ry  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  when i n  1983 Stedman J o n e s  seemed t o  embrace a  form 
o f  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  was d e c i d e d l y  n o n - m a t e r i a l i s t  i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  
s e n s e  and seemed t o  c a l l  t h e  g i v e n  assumpt ions  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n t o  doub t .  
Moreover, s i n c e  t h a t  time t h i n g s  have moved f a s t .  Stedman J o n e s '  own r a t h e r  
c a u t i o u s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  have been l e f t  b e h i n d ,  d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n  a more r a d i c a l  
p o l a r i t y  o f  s o - c a l l e d  " d e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t s n  and u n r e p e n t a n t  m a t e r i a l i s t s .  (31 
O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  t h a t  emerged from t h e  1960s  was n e v e r  a  u n i t a r y  
p r o j e c t .  But some n o t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  on t h e  
ground o f  m a t e r i a l  l i f e ,  whether  i n  demographic,  p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c ,  
l a b o r - p r o c e s s ,  c l a s s - s o c i o l o g i c a l  o r  c l a s s - c u l t u r a l  terms, g e n e r a l l y  p rov ided  
a  t i s s u e  o f  common assumpt ions .  From a  v a n t a g e - p o i n t  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  
by c o n t r a s t ,  a  rough d i v i s i o n  seems t o  have opened w i t h i n  t h i s  "broad church" ,  
between t h o s e  who. have,  b e e n - r e t h i n k i n g  t h e i r  a s s u m p t i o n s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
r a d i c a l l y  s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i v e  coherence  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l ,  
and t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e  d e f e n d i n g - t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l - h i s t o r y  m a t e r i a l i s m  
t h a t .  formed them.  

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  h a s  become one s i t e  0 f . a  g e n e r a l  e p i s t e m o l -  
o g i c a l  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  which c h a r a c W e s  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  a c a d e m i c - i n t e l l e c t u a l  
l i f e  i n  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  i n  t h e  l a t e - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  
f l u x  i s  p e r h a p s  more e x t e n s i v e  i n ,  s a y ,  B r i t a i n  and France  t h a n  i n , ,  s a y ,  
Germany and t h e  USA ( i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  it p e r v a d e s  more d i s c i p l i n e s  more c o m p l e t e l y ) ,  
and more c e n t r a l . t o  d i s c i p l i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  i n ,  s a y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and an th ropo logy  
t h a n  i n ,  s a y ,  s o c i o l o g y  and t h e  " h a r d e r "  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  Not by a c c i d e n t ,  
t h e  most r a d i c a 1 : a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  have been o c c u r r i n g  i n  a r e a s  
which l a c k  t h e  c o n s t r a i n i n g  power o f  d i sc ip l ina ry . . t r ad i t ions - -e spec ia l ly  women's 
s t u d i e s  and t h e  emerging f i e l d  o f  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s .  A v a l u a b l e  map o f  t h i s  
u n c e r t a i n t y  i s  prov ided  by P e t e r  Novick 's  c o n c l u d i n g  c h a p t e r s  i n  Tha t  Noble Dream, 
which u s e f u l l y  remind u s  o f  i t s  more-than-French o r i g i n s ,  b u i l d i n g  h i s  accoun t  



around Kuhn, Ror ty ,  F i sh  and Geer tz  r a t h e r  t han  Foucaul t ,  Lacan, Bar thes  
and Derr ida.  But Novick a l s o  a s s i m i l a t e s  t h e  deba t e s  t o o  e a s i l y  t o  t h e  b ina ry  
framework o f  "objectivism"/"relativism". While he is  undoubtedly c o r r e c t  t o  
f i n d  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  decades of "History" a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
cen te red  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o j e c t ,  he f o c u s e s  t o o  heav i ly  on t h e  ever-more e l a b o r a t e  
process  o f  academic s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and u n d e r s t a t e s  t h e  impact of "contemporary 
c o n t i n e n t a l  thought" .  I n  f a c t ,  s o  f a r  from having " l i t t l e  p o s i t i v e  resonance  
wi th in  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and p r a c t i c a l l y  none o u t s i d e  t h e  s u b - d i s c i p l i n e  
o f  European i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y " ,  f i g u r e s  l i k e  Hayden White and Dominick 
LaCapra have become t h e  advance guard o f  a  much broader  i n t e l l e c t u a l  phenomenon. 
By 1990, I would a rgue ,  i n t e r e s t  i n  Foucaul t  and Derr ida ex t ends  f a r  beyond 
a  few " p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  marg ina l  h i s t o r i a n s  whose primary a l l e g i a n c e  was t o  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  communities wi th  a  membership made up l a r g e l y  o f  l i t e r a r y  
t h e o r i s t s ,  c u l t u r a l  c r i t i c s ,  and phi losophers" .  [4] 

Pe r iod i z ing  t h i s  movement is d i f f i c u l t  with any p r e c i s i o n .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  
t h e  first wave o f  po lemica l  s t ock - t ak ing  essays;  which a r e  u s u a l l y  c i t e d  a s  
marking a  " c r i s i s "  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  1970s--those 
by Fox-Genovese and Genovese, Stedman Jones ,  S tone ,  and Judt--were indeed  
remarkably innocent  o f  t h e  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t heo ry  whose absence Novick d e t e c t s  
i n  t h e  d i s cou r se  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  and mostly s tood  t h e i r  ground on an ex t remely  
unproblematic kind o f  ma te r i a l i sm .  We could make a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t  from a  v a r i e t y  
o f  o t h e r  programmatic s ta tements - - inc luding  t h e  founding e d i t o r i a l s  o f  new 
jou rna l s  l ike  S o c i a l  H i s to ry  (SM) and His tory  Workshop J o u r n a l  (HWJ), bo th  
launched i n  1976, o r  t h e  omnibus survey  o f  US h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g  e d i t e d  by 
Michael Kammen f o r  t h e  AHA,  T h e - P a s t  Before Us ( I thaca  and London, 1980) ,  
whose e s says  were commissioned i n  1977-78 i n  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  con junc tu re  a l s o  
def ined  by t h e  mid-1970s. I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  e a r l i e r  moment o f  s t ock - t ak ing  
belongs f a r  more t o  t h e  pe r iod  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ' s  d ramat ic  p o s t - s i x t i e s  
expansion than  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  pe r iod  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  and f lux--proceeding on 
t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  fo rmer ' s  m a t e r i a l i s t  assumptions r a t h e r  t han  b r ing ing  them 
i n t o  doubt.  Moreover, a  s y s t e m a t i c  survey o f  more e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  
j ou rna l s - - l i ke  P a s t  and p r e s e n t  (P&P) , ~ o u r n a l  o f  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  H i s to ry  , 

( J IH) .  o r  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c i a l  H i s to ry  (JSH). l e t  a lone  more mainstream j o u r n a l s  - .  
t h a t -  a l s o  c a r r y  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  w r i t i n g s ,  l i k e  Jou rna l  o f  Modern  ist tory (JMH) 
o r  American H i s t o r i c a l  Review (AHR)--would a l s o ,  I s u s p e c t ,  show a  s i m i l a r  
l a ck  of  i n t e r e s t  i n  l i t e r a r y  o r  l i n g u i s t i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e s ;  and whereas 
AHR and JMH have beaun n o t i c i n a  t h e  l a t t e r  v i a  review e s says  and forums, t h e  - - 
o l d e r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  j o u r n a l s  -Lave kep t  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  right down.-ito t h e  p r e s e n t ,  
a s  t o o  has  ano the r  j o u r n a l  t h a t  was very much i n  t h e  vanguard o f  t h e .  exchange 
i n  t h e  1960s between h i s t o r y . a n d  s o c i a l  s c i ence ,  Comparative S t u d i e s  i n  Soc i e ty  
and His tory  (CSSH) . .[5] 

My own s e n s e  i s  t h a t  t h i n g s  began t o  change around 1980; and t h a t  t h e  
s h i f t  could be u s e f u l l y  t r a c e d  through t h e  newer j o u r n a l s  l i k e  - HWJ, SH, and 
Radica l  His tory  Review. For i n s t a n c e :  one might jux tapose  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e d i t o r i a l s  
o f  - HWJ on "Feminis t  His tory"  and "Sociology and His tory"  ( 1 ,  Spr ing  1976,  
4-8) and ano the r  e a r l y  one on " B r i t i s h  Economic His tory  and t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  
Work" ( 3 ,  Spr ing  1977,  1 4 )  which a r e  f i r m l y  cont inuous wi th  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
m a t e r i a l i s t  d e p a r t u r e s  o f  t h e  1960s (and s t i l l  connected t o  t h e  o l d e r  i n f l u e n c e s  
o f  Edward Thompson, E r i c  Hobsbawm e t  a l . ) ,  wi th  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  on "Language 
and History" s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  (10,  Autumn 1980, 1 5 )  which marked some 
d i s t a n c e  from t h i s . f o u n d i n g  ma te r i a l i sm .  The t r a j e c t o r y  could t h e n  be f u r t h e r  
descr ibed:  - HWJ's renaming a s  a  "Journa l  of S o c i a l i s t  and Feminis t  H i s t o r i a n s " ,  



and s imultaneous pub l i sh ing  o f  a  gu ide  t o  "Foucaul t  f o r  H i s to r i ans"  by Jef f rey  
Weeks (14,  Autumn 1982, 1 ,  106-19);  an e d i t o r i a l  on "Culture  and Gendern 
(15 ,  Spr ing  1983, 1 3 ) ;  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  new f e m i n i s t  l i t e r a r y  criticism 
i n  review e s says  by Mary Poovey and Joan S c o t t  (22,  Autumn 1986, 185-92);  
t h e  g radua l  e n t r y  o f  p sychoana lys i s ,  through e s s a y s  by S a l l y  Alexander (17,  
Spr ing  1984; 125-491, Laura Mulvey and T. G .  Ashplant ( 2 3 ,  Spring 1987,  ' 

1-19 and 165-73),  and t h e n  a  ful l -blown s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  f o u r  a r t k c l e s  on 
"Psychanalysis  and Hi s to ry"  (26 ,  Autumn 1988, 105-52), wi th  a  follow-up 
response  by Jacque l ine  Rose (28, Autumn 1989, 148-54); another  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  
on "Language and Hi s to ry" ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  very s e v e r e  a r t i c l e  by P e t e r  S c h o t t l e c  
on "Hi s to r i ans  and Discourse  Analysis"  (27 ,  Spr ing  1989, 1-65);  and most 
r e c e n t l y ,  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  on t h e  French Revolut ion which is h e a v i l y  " c u l t u r a l i s t "  
i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a r y - c u m - l i n g u i s t i c  s ense  (28,  Autumn 1989, 1-87).  [6] 

To a  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  I want t o  a rgue ,  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  a  p rocess  o f  complex 
g e n e r a t i o n a l l y - i n t e r n a l  r e v i s i o n .  The launching o f  j o u r n a l s  l i k e  HWJ ,  SH, 
and - RHR, and t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and r e f u r b i s h i n g  o f  o t h e r s ,  l i ke  m e r n z i o n a l  
Labor and Working-Class H i s to ry  (ILWCH), marked t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
gene ra t i on  ( t h a t  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  1960s and e a r l y  1970s) and t h e i r  c la iming  o f  
a  d i s t i n c t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  space  under t h e  s i g n  o f  a  r e s t l e s s l y  agg rand i s ing  
s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  The t u r n  t o  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  conceived forms of  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  
by t h e  end of  t h e  1970s,  moved by a  combination o f  changing p o l i t i c a l  con tex t s  
and autonomous t h e o r e t i c a l  engagement, most s h a r p l y  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  feminism 
and women's h i s t o r y ,  marked t h e  f r a c t u r i n g  of  the:same broad g e n e r a t i o n a l .  
consensus.  To some e x t e n t ,  t h e s e  t e n s i o n s  expressed themselves  i n  e a r l y  
c o n f l i c t s  over  t heo ry  p e r  se ,  a s  i n  t h e  acr imonious a t t a c k s  on " s t r u c t u r a l i s t  
Marxism" which dominated l e f t - i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i n  B r i t a i n  f o r  much o f  t h e  
l a t e r  1970s. [7]  Moreover, t h e  s a l i e n c e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  gene ra t i on  and 
i t s  disagreements  was magnif ied by t h e  d r a s t i c  r educ t ion  iri the .number o f  g radua te  
h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e  l a t e r  1970s and e a r l y  1980s. Mainay f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e  
succeeding gene ra t i on  has  had l i t t l e  oppor tun i ty  t o  d e c l a r e  i ts  own d i s t i n c t i v e  
voice--by c o n t r a s t  (one might guess )  wi th  t h e  one q u a l i f y i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e r  1980s 
and e a r l y  1990s, which w i l l  have a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  say  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  gender 
h i s t o r y .  and c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s .  

My choice  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  moment t o  dramat ize  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n a l  f l u x  would 
be an i n t e n s e  day-long d i s c u s s i o n  he ld  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Michigan around 
t h e  theme "Whence and Whither S o c i a l  History?" i n  October 1979. I choose t h i s  
occas ion  p a r t l y  f o r  i t s  l o c a l t r e s o n a n c e ,  and p a r t l y  f o r  pe r sona l  r e a s o n s ,  
because it marked my own i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  North 
America. [8] But it a l s o  n i c e l y  encapsula ted  t h e  dilemmas--and i n c i p i e n t  
d i spe r sa l - -o f  a  g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o h o r t  p rev ious ly  un i t ed  by c e r t a i n  sha red  assumptions 
about  t h e  methodological  and s u b s t a n t i v e  purposes  o f  t h e  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  
p r o j e c t .  Convened by Louise and Char les  T i l l y  t o  t a k e  advantage o f  t h e  l o c a l  
presence o f  va r ious  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  first North American Labor H i s to ry  
Conference a t  Wayne S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  it brought t o g e t h e r  a  number o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
and i n f l u e n t i a l  vo i ce s ,  i n c l u d i n g  James Cronin,  David Levine, John Merriman, 
Joan S c o t t ,  William Sewe l l ,  and Edward S h o r t e r .  Organized i n t o  t h r e e  consecut ive  
s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  meeting was i n v i t e d  t o  add re s s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  f o u r  s tock- tak ing  
e s s a y s  r e f e r r e d  t o  above (Fox-Genovese and Genovese, Stedman Jones ,  S tone ,  
and J u d t ) ,  a l thgugh it qu ick ly  became c l e a r  t h a t  much o f  t h e  momentum came 
from ( j u s t i f i e d )  i r e  a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  polemics o f  Tony J u d t .  A s  t h e  day went 
on ,  t h e r e  was much t a l k  o f  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n c i e s  o f  "vulgar  Marxism". by which 
seemed t o  be meant t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s tudy  o f  everyday exper ience  and m a t e r i a l  
l i f e ,  and t h e  need i n s t e a d  f o r  a  "more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  kind of c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y " .  



There was a l s o  much r e f e r e n c e  t o  European t h e o r y  and B r i t i s h  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e b a t e  
(which, a s  it happened, was about  t o  r each  one p a r t i c u l a r l y  unpleasant  and 
chas ten ing  climax s e v e r a l  weeks l a t e r  a t  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  His tory  Workshop i n  
Ruskin Col lege ,  Oxford, i n  December 1979) .  Such r e f e r ence  was focused p a r t l y  
on t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  p r e s e n t  (Michael Taussig and Bernard 
Cohn), and p a r t l y  on t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r ;  and while  t h e  t heo ry  concerned 
was g e n e r a l l y  t aken  t o  be Marxis t  o r  Marxis t -Feminis t ;  it was a c t u a l l y  t h e  
impr in t  05 a  p a r t i a l l y  d i g e s t e d  and s t i l l - e m e r g i n g  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  c r i t i q u e ,  
which o v e r . t h e  l onge r  term was i n  t h e  process  of d i s s o l v i n g  t h e  Marxis t  problematic 
a s  we then  knew it. F i n a l l y ,  a l though t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  had been g e n e r a l l y  
conducted i n  a  s p i r i t  o f  openness and g e n e r o s i t y ,  wi th  much c o n s t r u c t i v e  
p o s i t i o n i n g  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  day ended wi th  an angry i n t e r v e n t i o n  by 
Char les  T i l l y  ( d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s  by William Sewe l l ) ,  i n  
which he r e a s s e r t e d  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms t h e  primacy o f  " the  harder-edged 
s o c i o l o g i c a l  work" t h e  conference  had appa ren t ly  been c a l l e d  t o  defend.  [9]  
Important  t h i n g s  were c l e a r l y  a t  s t a k e .  

Looking back; t h i s  was an extremely pregnant  occas ion .  Within t h e  y e a r  
William Sewe l l ' s  Work and Revolut ion i n  France (Cambridge, 1980) had appeared ;  
Joan S c o t t  had moved t o  Brown where:she began..a sy s t ema t i c  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  
encounter ;  and Char les  T i l l y  cont inued  t o  hold t h e  l i n e .  d u s t  t o  mention 
t h e s e  names i s  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  change--at tached t o T i l l y  intk19SOs, the- 
uder an SSRC Tra in ing  Fern, S c o t t  and Sewel l  were probably t h e  l e a d i n g  
progeny ia. European h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s ix t ies  u n i o n - o f  h i s t o r y  and soc io logy ,  
bu t  were now arguing  t h a t  t h e  new s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  was i t s e l f  no t  enough. The 
d i s c o u r s e  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  was beginning t o  d i sobey ,  outgrowing t h e  p r e s e n t  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o n t a i n e r s ,  and s p i l l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  boundaries  i t s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
had thought  secwre. A s  Couvares s a i d  i n  h i s  w r i t t e n  s ta tement  f o r  t h e  T i l l y  
symposium (with a  c u r i o u s  cho ice  o f  l anguage) :  "The new h a r l o t s  of c u l t u r a l  
anthropology,  ' t h i c k  description', and s e m i o t i c s  t h r e a t e n  d a i l y  t o  s h i f t  
t h e  f o c u s ,  t o  a l t e r  t h e  terms o f  t h e  d i scourse" .  [ l o ]  Yet t h e  documentary 
t r a c e  o f  t h e  occasion b e t r a y s  v i r t u a l l y  no th ing  o f  t h i s  emerging i n t e z l e c t u a l  
h i s t o r y .  Thus Char les  T i l l y  n o t e s  t h e  chal lenger .of  "an thropologica l  work, ... 
t h e  s tudy  o f  m e n t a l i t & ,  and ... more r i g o r o u s  marx i s t  ana lyses" ,  bu t  t h e n  
seems t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o j e c t - - " c o l l e c t i v e  biography, q u a n t i f i c a t i o n ,  
s o c i a l - s c i e n t i f i c  approaches ,  and r i g o r o u s  s t u d i e s  o f  everyday behavioru--could 
cont inue  much a s  before .  The t r i c k  ,was simply connect ing it b e t t e r  t o  " t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l  agenda" i n  language o t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s  could unders tand .  
A s  f a r  a s  it goes ,  T i l l y ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ' s  "two c a l l i n g s "  
i s  unexcept ionable:  

"asking how t h e  world we l i v e  i n  came i n t o  be ing ,  and how i t s  coming 
i n t o  being a f f e c t e d  t h e  everyday l i v e s  o f  o rd ina ry  people;  ask ing  
what could have happened t o  everyday expe r i ence  a t  major h i s t o r i c a l  
choice  p o i n t s ,  and t h e n  i n q u i r i n g  how and why t h e  outcomes won o u t  
over  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s " .  [ I l l  

But s o  long a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f . t h e s e  processes  i s  ignored  (and 
c a t e g o r i e s  such a s  "everyday exper ience"  and "ord inary  people" n o t  pu t  i n t o  
q u e s t i o n ) ,  t h e  fo rmula t ion  w i l l  con t inue  t o  d i s s a t i s f y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Louise  
T i l l y ' s  p roblemat iz ing  o f  "work" ( " t o - t a l k  about  changes i n  women's work ove r  
t ime ,  more r i g o r o u s  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  words, c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  needed") and " p o l i t i c s "  
( " P o l i t i c s  must be r econcep tua l i zed  s o  we can t a l k  about  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h o s e  
without  formal  r i g h t s " )  a s  s u c h - i s  a l l  t o  t h e  good. [12] But it a l s o  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  r econcep tua l i z ing  i s  t o  proceed on a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ground.  



I n  t h a t  s ense ;  Women, Work, and  Family  (New York ,  1 9 7 8 )  and  Gender  and  t h e  
P o l i t i c s  o f  H i s t o r v  (New York. 19881 a r e  s e ~ a r a t e d . : b v  f a r  more t h a n  a  m a t t e r  a .  

o f  y e a r s .  [13]  

S o  we have  e n t e r e d  "new times". What is  s t r i k i n g  t o  me, i n  t h i s  c o n j u n c t u r e ,  
i s  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which  h i s t o r i a n s  have  been  w i l l i n g  t o  become t h e i r  own t h e o r e t i c i a n s .  
T h i s  seems t o  me n o t  t o  h a v e  been  a s  t r u e  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  w h e n s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  : 
d e c l a r e d  i ts  p r e s e n c e  v i a  a  more e c l e c t i c  and  d e p e n d e n t  t u r n  t o  s o c i o l o g y  (and 
somet imes  a n t h r o p o l o g y ) ,  a n d  t h e  most  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e  f o c u s e d  on  methodology ( a s  i n  demography,  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y ,  m o b i l i t y  
s t u d i e s ,  u r b a n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  s o  on )  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e o r y  p e r  se.  To t h a t  e x t e n t ,  
Stedman J o n e s '  e s s a y s  of 1967-76,  which  c a l l e d  on h i s t o r i a n s  t o  e m a n c i p a t e  
t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  a j u n i o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and  b e g i n  p r o d u c i n g  
t h e o r y  o f  t h e i r  own, b e s p o k e  a n  a c c u r a t e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  [14] 
I n  t h e  meant ime,  i n  f a c t ,  some h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  been  t a k i n g  Stedman J o n e s  a t  h i s  
word. I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  t h i s  happened p a r t 1 y : t h r o u g h  a  r e t u r n  t o  Marx, b o t h  d i r e c t l y  
v i a  C a p i t a l ,  t h e  G r u n d r i s s e ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  l i k e  The E i g h t e e n t h  B r u m a i r e ,  
and i n d i r e c t l y  v i a  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  h e t e r o d o x  t h e o r i s t s  l i k e  Gramsci .  It a l s o  
happened t h r o u g h  more s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  c r i t i q u e s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s '  s o c i o l o g i c a l  u s a g e ,  
by l o c a t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t s  ( l i k e  " s o c i a l  c o n t r o l "  o r  "community") i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a t i n g  p r o b l e m a t i c  and  unpack ing  t h e  accumula t ed  mean ings  t h a t  migh t  compromise 
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  u s e .  [15]  A t u r n i n g  t o  a n t h r o p o l o g y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i o l o g y  ( o n e  
o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  b u g b e a r s  o f  t h e  T i l l y s )  was c e r t a i n l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  o v e r a l l  
p r o c e s s ,  one  t h a t  .was a l r e a d y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e t h i n k i n g  t h a t  produced S e w e l l ' s  
Work and R e v o l u t i o n  i n  F r a n c e  and became t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  a s  a n t h r o p o l o g y  
i tself  became ' ! h i s t o r i c i z e d n  d u r i n q  t h e  1980s .  [ I61  B u t  t h e  most  s a l i e n t  s i tes - - 

of: s u c h  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h e o r i z i n g ,  I-would a r g u e ,  a r e  o n e s  where  u n c r i t i c a l  
bo r rowing  is  h a r d e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e ,  
a s  well a s  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  r e l e v a n t  t h e o r y  t o  use--where i n n o v a t i o n ,  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
and i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r i t y  h a v e  been  i n s c r i b e d  more c e n t r a l l y  i n  t h e  v e r y  c o n d i t i o n s  
and p r o c e s s e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e - p r o d u c t i o n ,  o n e  m i g h t  say--namely ,  t h e  new and 
" u n - d i s c i p l i n e d "  f i e l d s  o f  f e m i n i s t  theory/women 's  h i s t o r y  and  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s .  
O f  c o u r s e ,  no  t h e o r y  is e v e r  c o n j u r e d  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g ,  and  it m i g h t  be  o b j e c t e d  
t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e s e  l a t t e r  a r e a s  a r e  no  less d e p e n d e n t  on  e x t e r n a l  t h e o r y  
t h a n  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  ( o r  p r e v i o u s  i n c a r n a t i o n s )  a s  new s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s ;  
it is s i m p l y  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  t h e o r y ,  l i t e r a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l - s c i e n t i f i c ,  
i n  p l a y .  But  it is no  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  key  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  t h i s  
domain,  s u c h  a s  M i c h e l  F o u c a u l t  o r  S t u a r t  H a l l ,  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r e c i s e l y  
by t h e i r  d i s o b e d i e n c e  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (was F o u c a u l t  
a  h i s t o r i a n ,  o r  w h a t ? ) .  And it d o e s  seem t o  me t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  ( J o a n  S c o t t  
and R i c h a r d  Johnson  would b e  p e r f e c t  r e s p e c t i v e  e x a m p l e s )  have  become f a r  more 
a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h i s  new t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a n  i n  t h e  o l d .  [ I71  

D e s p i t e  P e t e r  N o v i c k ' s  s c e p t i c i s m ,  t h e r e f o r e , .  t h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s . a t  l a r g e  h a v e  been  f r u i t f u l l y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i c h  r e c e n t  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  F r e n c h  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t h e o r y  and i ts  B r i t i s h - A m e r i c a n  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h i s  r e c e p t i o n  h a s  r e c e n t l y  e x t e n d e d  beyond t h e  p a g e s  
o f  j o u r n a l s  l i k e  - HWJ a n d  - RHR t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  Nor th  American p r o f e s s i o n :  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways b o t h  - AHR and - J M H  have  g i v e n  g e n e r o u s  s p a c e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  
d e b a t e s  a r o u n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  " l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n " .  [18 ]  To a n  e x t e n t ,  t h i s  
e x p o s u r e  h a s  f e a t u r e d  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  t h a t . i s ,  
t h o s e  most  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  l a n g u a g e  and t e x t u a l i t y  i n  t h e  s t r o n g e r  
f o r m a l  s e n s e .  But  t h e r e  is  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  a r e  now c i r c u l a t i n g  f a r  
more e x t e n s i v e l y ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  



r h e t o r i c  o f  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  Thus t h e  modern German 
f i e l d  ( t o  c i t e  one more example) has  n o t  been d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i ts  methodological  
and t h e o r e t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  decades;  even though t h e r e  
may have been groups o f  r a d i c a l s  w i th in  i t ,  and one no t ab l e  a t tempt  t o  break 
through t h e  conserva t i sm wi th  tan ambi t ious  t h e o r e t i c a l  argument about  t h e  
c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  Weimar Republic was qu ick ly  s i l e n c e d .  [I91 The " o f f i c i a l "  
organ. o f  North American ~ e r m a n i s t s  , ' ~ e n t r i l  European His tory  (CEH) , has  
been a  u s e f u l  o u t l e t  f o r  monographic and f i e l d - s p e c i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  but  has  
seldom surpassed  a  r e l i a b l e  middle-of-the-road s o l i d i t y :  a p a r t  from a  couple  
o f  reviews and perhaps a  couple  of  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e r e  were no a r t i c l e s  o f  an 
e x p l i c i t l y  Marxis t  o r i e n t a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Feldman-Abraham 
exchange i n  t h e  s even teen th  yea r  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  e x i s t e n c e ,  and then  t h e  
purpose was t o  d e l e g i t i m i z e  it; a p a r t  from a  now-classic  a r t i c l e  by Renate 
Br iden tha l  i n  1973 and t h r e e  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  e m p i r i c a l l y  wi th  women, 
t h e r e  were no a r t i c l e s  wi th  an e x p l i c i t l y  f e m i n i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
j o u r n a l ' s  s i x t e e n t h  y e a r ,  when t h e r e  were two, by Jean  Q u a t a e r t  and Deborah 
Hertz  ( i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  f i v e  yea r s  t h e r e  has  been only one o t h e r ,  by Q u a t a e r t  
a g a i n ) ;  even under t h e  most generous d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  
con ten t  has  averaged a t  around one a r t i c l e  a  yea r  du r ing  t h e  first twenty yea r s  
(1967-87). [20] But i n  t h e  meantime t h e  ground has  been s h i f t i n g  beneath t h e  
f e e t .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  German Women's His tory  Study Group on t h e  e a s t  
c o a s t  s i n c e  t h e  1970s has  been one s i g n  o f  t h i s ,  cu lmina t ing  i n  a  conference 
a t  Rutgers i n  A p r i l  1986 on "The Meaning o f  Gender i n  German His tory" ,  which 
sought  t o  d i s t u r b  and r e shape  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  By t h e  end 
o f  t h e  decade t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n  had a l s o  a r r i v e d .  A conference on "Re-evaluating 
t h e  Third Reich" a t  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Pennsylvania  i n  A p r i l  1988 managed t o . k e e p  
such i n f l u e n c e s  a t l b a y ,  bu t  by 1989-90 a  s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  change: 
a  sma l l  symposium i n  Chicago i n  October 1989 on i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n f l u e n c e s  
on German h i s t o r y  ("Postmodern Chal lenges i n  Theory and Methodology"); a  major 
s tock- tak ing  conference  on t h e  Ka i se r r e i ch  a t  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Pennsylvania i n  
February 1990, which was organized t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  round ques t i ons  of gender 
and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n ;  ano the r  major conference i n  Toronto 
i n  A p r i l  on " E l e c t i o n s ,  Mass P o l i t i c s ,  and S o c i a l  Change", where much of 
t h e  same d i scus s ion  cont inued;  and a  b ig  even t  a t  UCLA i n  A p r i l  on r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
o f  Nazism and t h e  " F i n a l  So lu t ion"  ("On t h e  L i m i t s  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  and A r t i s t i c  
Representa t ion") ,  a t  which Derr ida a r r i v e d  pe r sona l ly  i n  German h i s t o r y .  
I n  f a c t ,  - CEH w i l l  be re launched i n  t h e  1990s by a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  conta in ing  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  papers  from t h e  Chicago symposium. [21] 

The Current  Landscape 

I n  h i s  1971  e s s a y ,  Hobsbawm sugges ted  t h a t  most i n t e r e s t i n g  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  
was c l u s t e r e d  around s i x  complexes o f  ques t i ons :  

" ( 1 )  Demography and Kinship 
(2)  Urban s t u d i e s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e s e  f a l l  w i th in  ou r  f i e l d  
(3) C la s se s  and s o c i a l  groups 
(4) The h i s t o r y  o f  ' m e n t a l i t i e s '  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  consc iousness  o r  of ' c u l t u r e '  

i n  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s '  s ense  
(5)  The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t i e s  ( f o r  example, modernization o r  i n d u s t r i a l -  

i z a t i o n )  
(6)  S o c i a l  movements and phenomena o f  s o c i a l  p r o t e s t . "  [22] 

I n  reviewing t h i s  l is t  two decades l a t e r ,  . i t ' s  hard simply t o  add t o  t h e  t o p i c a l  
inventory  because ( a s  I ' m  a rgu ing)  t h e  main change is  an underlying s h i f t  of  



p e r s p e c t i v e  r a t h e r : t h a n  t h e  opening up o f  new a r e a s .  [23] The first t h r e e  of 
Hobsbawm's c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  c l e a r l y  a l i v e = a n d  well. Thus t h e  machinery o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
demography c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r i n d  o u t  i t s  f i n d i n g s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  t h e  b a r e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  b r o a d e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  a t  i t s  b e s t  w i t h  a  m e t i c u l o u s  grounding : in  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  
m a t e r i a l i s t  p r o b l e m a t i c  o f  s o c i a l  change,  u s u a l l y  from a n  e c l e c t i c a l l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
p e r s p e c t i v e .  [24] L ikewise ,  w h i l e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  urban h i s t o r y  remains  t o o  
l o o s e  and i l l - d e f i n e d  a  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  u rban  community s t u d y  h a s  become t h e  
main p r a c t i c a l  medium f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c l a s s  f o r m a t i o n .  [25] The h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  
o f  c l a s s  h a s  a l s o  unfolded t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  w i t h i n  p a r a m e t e r s  o u t l i n e d  by 
Hobsbawm, and t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on t h e . w o r k i n g  c l a s s  may now be added a  burgeoning 
l i t e r a t u r e  on p e a s a n t s  and a  more r e c e n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  one  on t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
and t h e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e / l o w e r  middle  c l a s s .  [26] But a s  a  d e s c r i p t i v e  framework 
f o r  " t h e  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y " ,  Hobsbawrn's l ist no l o n g e r  s e r v e s .  
T h i s  is  p a r t l y  because  new t o p i c a l  c l u s t e r s  need t o  be added--recent  growth 
a r e a s  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n c l u d e  c r ime  and punishment ,  medic ine  and p u b l i c  
h e a l t h ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o n ,  work, and p o p u l a r  memory, w h i l e  
s o c i a l  p o l i c y  and e d u c a l i o n  a r e  o l d e r . o n e s  p e r h a p s  odd ly  miss ing  from Hobsbawm's 
o r i g i n a l  list. More t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  though ,  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f ' s o c i a l  
h i s t o r y  a s  a  ( s u b ) d i s c i p l i n a r y  f i e l d  h a s  been s h i f t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  decade ,  
s o  t h a t  a  body o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  developed p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  
i n  a  way which c a l l s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  
knowledge,  w i t h  profound i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  s i x  o f  Hobsbawm's c a t e g o r i e s .  
R a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  e l a b o r a t i n g  a  l o n g e r  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t o p i c s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  it 
is i m p o r t a n t  t o  mention c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  , su r round ing  f l u x .  

' ( a )  F i r s t ,  it needs  t o  be s a i d  s t r a i g h t  away t h a t  gender  t h e o r y  i s  t r a n s f d n g  
t h e  b a s i s  on which we t h i n k  a b o u t  h i s t o r y .  Whether a s  a  d imension o f  a n a l y s i s  
o r  a n  a r e a  o f  e m p i r i c a l  work; women's h i s t o r y  is a b s e n t  from Hobsbawm's a c c o u n t ,  
and t o  r e a d  o l d e r  a c c o u n t s  such  a s  t h i s  is  t o  b e  reminded o f  how r a d i c a l  t h e  
change h a s  been s i n c e  t h e  1960s .  [27] However, we s h o u l d n ' t  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  
r a p i d i t y  o f  t h a t  change.  The f o u r  c r i t i q u e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  e s s a y  
(Fox-Genovese and Genovese, Stedman J o n e s ,  S t o n e ,  J u d t )  a r e  a l m o s t  a s  i n d i f f e r e n t  
t o  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  consequences  o f  t h e  new women's h i s t o r y ,  and i n d e e d  
it was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e r  1970s  t h a t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  body o f  monographic l i t e r a t u r e  
s t a r t e d  t o  a p p e a r .  Even t h e n ,  q u i t e  a s i d e  f rom t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  
su rmount ing  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  and i ts  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e g i m e ,  much o f  t h e  new work was somewhat s e l f - n e u t r a l i z i n g  
i n  i t s  e f f e c t s ,  e i t h e r  by its a d o p t i o n  o f  a  " s e p a r a t e - s p h e r e s "  t y p e  of framework, 
o r  by subsuming women w i t h i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  p a r  excel lence  
o f  C a r l  D e g l e r ' s  e s s a y  i n  The P a s t  Before  Us, b u t  something o f  t h e  same syndrome 
a l s o  b e f a l l s  T i l l y  and S c o t t ' s  Women, Work, and Family.  [28] While t h i s  
move r e m a i n s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  it i s  o n l y  more r e c e n t l y ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  
s h i f t  f rom t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  women t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  
t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  c e n t r a l  s p a c e s  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  have s t a r t e d  t o  g i v e  way. 
O f  c o u r s e ,  a  l a r g e  amount o f  work is  b e i n g  done on s e x u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
a s  s u c h .  But ma jor  a r e a s  l ike t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  work [ 2 9 ] ,  c l a s s  f o r m a t i o n  [30] ,  
c i t i z e n s h i p  and t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e  [ 3 1 ] ,  and t h e  s t u d y  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  [32] 
a r e  a l l  b e i n g  r e s h a p e d  by t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  gender  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The l a t t e r  
a l s o  p romises  t o  r e c a s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and f a s c i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  
some o f  t h e  emerging work on m a s c u l i n i t y  t e n d s  t o  s e t t l e  t o o  e a s i l y  i n t o  t h e  
s t u d y  o f  men a l o n e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  women. [33] We s h o u l d n ' t  
p a i n t  t o o  o p t i m i s t i c  a  p i c t u r e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  c o r e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
demographers and h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  have remained remarkably  r e s i l i e n t  
i n  t h e i r  d e f e n c e  o f  a n  o l d e r - d e f i n e d  p r o j e c t .  [34] But t h e  i n s i s t e n t  p r e s s u r e  



f o r  r ecogn i t i on  of  gender a s  a  " u s e f u l  ca tegory  o f . h i s t o r i c a 1  a n a l y s i s "  is only  
l i k e l y  t o  become more i n t e n s e .  [35] 

(b)  It is important  t o  n o t e  t h e  now-pervasive i n f luence  o f  Foucaul t .  It 
would be a  mistake t o  exagge ra t e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  i n s t i g a t i n g  c e n t r a l i t y  
of Foucau l t ' s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  d e p a r t u r e s  we a r e  d i s c u s s i n g ,  and i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e y  
have achieved t h e i r  resonance only  w i th in  t h e  broader  un iverse  o f  t h i n k i n g  
I w i l l  be d i s cus s ing  below. Again, nor  can t h e  speed o f  h i s  r e c e p t i o n  be 
o v e r s t a t e d .  The works themselves  were a c t u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  q u i t e  
e a r l y .  But Foucaul t  was completely absen t  from t h e  p ioneer ing  works i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  cr ime,  t h e  law, and imprisonment i n  t h e  1970s,  and a t  
t h a t  time h i s  English-language r e c e p t i o n  was conducted around t h e  margins o f  
o f f i c i a l  academic l i f e - - i n  j o u r n a l s  l i k e  Te los  and P a r t i s a n  Review i n  t h e  USA, 
by a  se l f -consc ious  avant-garde o f  post-new-left  j o u r n a l s  l i k e  Economy and S o c i e t y ,  
Radica l  Phi losophy,  Ideology and Consciousness,  and - m/f, i n  B r i t a i n .  [36] 
It was only by t h e  ear ly-1980s t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  were e x p l i c i t l y  beginning t o  
t a k e  no te .  [37] S ince  t h a t  time, work on s e x u a l i t y  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  l a t e  
n ine t een th  and twent ie th-century  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  s e x u a l  c a t e g o r i e s ) ,  on p r i s o n s ,  
h o s p i t a l s ,  asylums and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  confinement,  on s o c i a l  p o l i c y  
and p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  and on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c i e n c e  and t h e  academic d i s c i p l i n e s ,  
ha s  been s h o t  through wi th  Foucau l t ' s  f o rma t ive  i n f luence .  [38] Moreover, 
a s i d e  from d i r e c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  way t o  new a r e a s  of  r e s e a r c h ,  Foucau l t ' s  
r e c e p t i o n  has  had some v i t a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f e c t s .  It has fundamental ly  r e d i r e c t e d  
t h e  understanding o f  power away from convent iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y - c e n t e r e d  
concept ions  o f  government and t h e  s t a t e , .  and from t h e  a l l i e d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
concept ions  of c l a s s  dominat ion,  towards a  d i spe r sed  and decentered  concept ion  
of power and i t s  "microphysics".  It has  s e n s i t i z e d  us  t o  t h e  s u b t l e  and complex 
forms o f  t h e  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p  between power and knowledge, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  forms o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  It 
has  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  f r u i t f u l  concept  o f  d i s c o u r s e  a s  a  way o f  
t h e o r i z i n g  both t h e  i n t e r n a l  r u l e s  and r e g u l a r i t i e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d s  o f  
knowledge ( t h e i r  "regimes o f  t r u t h " )  and t h e  more g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  i d e a s  
and assumptions which d e l i m i t  what can and cannot  be thought  and s a i d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n t e x t s  o f  t ime  and p l ace .  It has  r a d i c a l l y  cha l lenged  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  conven t iona l  
assumptions about  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  agency and t h e i r  bases  o f  i n t e r e s t  
and r a t i o n a l i t y ,  f o r c i n g  u s  t o  see how i n s t e a d  s u b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  
and produced wi th in  and through l anguages -o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  l i e  beyond t h e  
v o l i t i o n  and c o n t r o l  of i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  enl ightenment  s ense .  

( c )  For much o f  t h e  1970s t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  men ta l i t&  func t ioned  a s  a  new 
panacea f o r  cons ide rab l e  numbers o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s .  It seemed a  compell ing 
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  h i g h - c u l t u r a l ,  c anon ica l ,  and f o r m a l i s t i c - e x e g e t i c a l  kind 
of i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y ;  it promised a c c e s s  t o  popular  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  p a s t ;  
it provided ground f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  q u a n t i t a t i v e  methods and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
of anthropology;  and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  it was animated by t h e  e n t i c i n g  v i s i o n  o f  
a  " t o t a l  h i s t o r y " .  For a  wh i l e  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  and r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  major 
Annales works, o r c h e s t r a t e d  by a  few well-placed i n d i v i d u a l s ,  was v i r t u a l l y  
u n c r i t i c a l ;  a s  one o f  them s a i d ,  " s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  seemed t o  t u r n  around t h e  
P a s t  and Present-Annales a x i s  and t o  be sweeping every th ing  be fo re  i t " .  [39] 
However, f o r  some yea r s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m e n t a l i t i e s  seems t o  have been i n  r e c e s s i o n .  
The t o n e  o f  t h e  symposium which inaugura ted  t h e  j o u r n a l  8eview i n  1978 was s t i l l  
l a r g e l y  c e l e b r a t o r y ,  bu t  by t h e  mid-1980s a  s e r i e s  o f  s ea rch ing  c r i t i q u e s  had 
appeared--Stuar t  Clark i n  P a s t  and P r e s e n t ,  Samuel Kinser  i n  AHR, Gregor McLennan 
i n  Marxism and t h e  Method.ologes o f  H i s to ry ,  Michael Gismondi T S H ,  more 
ambiguously P a t r i c k  Hutton i n  - His to ry  and Theory, and f i n a l l y  ~ o @ r  C h a r t i e r  



and Dominick LaCapra i n  t h e  c o n t e x t s  o f  ( l a r g e l y  s u c c e s s f u l )  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a f f i r m  
t h e  impor tance  o f  a  more t e x t u a l l y  based form o f . i n t e l l e c t u a 1  h i s t o r y .  [40] 
There  can  be no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e s e  c r i t i q u e s  have exposed t h e  r e d u c t i o n i s m s  and 
u n s p e c i f i e d  de te rmin i sms  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  B r a u d e l ' s  and L a d u r i e ' s  work, t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  A n n a l i s t e s  t o  t h e o r i z e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of c u l t u r e . -  L ikewise ,  t h e  m e t i c u l o u s  c r i t i q u e s  ..by C h a r t i e r  and LaCapra l e a v e  
l i t t l e  doub t  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  t h e  ground it seemed t o  
have ceded i n  t h e  1970s .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  developments  compromise t h e  ach ievements  
o f  Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre  o r  p r e c l u d e  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o d u c t i o n : o f  c u l t u r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  a n  Annales  mode,' s u i t a b l y  r e t h o u g h t  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  
s o  i n i t i a t e d .  [41] But t h i s  h a s  y e t  t o  happen. On t h e  whole h i s t o r i a n s '  d i s c u s s i o n s  
o f  c u l t u r e  have moved e l s e w h e r e ,  e i t h e r  o u t s i d e  t h e  main e a r l y  modern l o c a t i o n  
o f  Anna les - in f luenced  h i s t o r y ,  o r  o n t o  t h e  ground o f  l a n g u a g e  where . t h e  r u n n i n g  
is  b e i n g  made by f e m i n i s t  t h e o r i s t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  e i t h e r  untouched 
by t h e  Annales paradigm o r  d i r e c t l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  it. [42] Moreover,  t h e  more . 

i n t e r e s t i n g  u s e s  o f  Bakh t in  a r e  t e n d i n g  t o  come n o t  from s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  s u c h  
a s  N a t a l i e  Davis  and Bob S c r i b n e r ,  who s e t  t h e  pace  i n  t h e  1960s  and 1970s ,  
b u t  f rom l i t e r a r y  c r i t i cs .  [43] I n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h e  t r i u m p h a l  c o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  
Annales  ach ievement ,  La ~ o u v e l l e  r is to ire‘ ( P a r i s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  now l o o k s  more l i k e  
its e p i t a p h ,  c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m e n t a l i t i e s  a s  we e n c o u n t e r  t h a t  i n  
t h e , p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e s .  Andre B u r g u i & r e ' s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  which i m p l i e s  t h e  p a s t  
t e n s e ,  -seem t a c i t l y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s .  [44] 

(d)-  Another body o f  c u l t u r a l  a n a l y s i s ,  contemporary  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s ,  
h a s  produced r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  work s o  f a r .  A s t i l l - e m e r g e n t  c r o s s -  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  f o r m a t i o n ,  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  c o m p r i s e s  a  v a r y i n g  m i s c e l l a n y  o f  
i n f l u e n c e s - - s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l i t e r a r y  s c h o l a r s ,  and h i s t o r i a n s  i n  B r i t a i n  ( b u t  
n o t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ) ,  mass communicat ions ,  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y ,  and p o t e n t i a l l y  
r e f l e x i v e  an th ropo logy  i n  t h e  USA. S t r o n g  e x i s t i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  ( e . g .  i n  c r i t i c a l  
en thnography ,  c u l t u r a l  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  and e thnomethodology)  have worked 
p re -empt ive ly  a g a i n s t  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  i n  t h e  USA, o u t s i d e  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  communicat ions ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  weakness i n  B r i t a i n  a l lowed 
greater--corresponding.space f o r  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  t o  emerge.  Thus s o  f a r  t h e  
main US i n i t i a t i v e s  have come more f rom t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  ( e . g .  t h e . U n i t  f o r  C r i t i c i s m  
and I n t e r p r e t i v e  Theory a t  Urbana,  o r  t h e  Program i n  Comparat ive  S t u d i e s  i n  
D i s c o u r s e  and S o c i e t y  a t  M i n n e s o t a ) ,  whereas  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
programs and i n s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  have shown very  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  h a s  p layed  a  key p a r t  i n  bo th  B r i t a i n  and 
t h e  USA, a s  h a s  t h e  p o s t - S a i d i a n  c r i t i q u e  o f  c o l o n i a l  and r a c i s t  forms o f  t h o u g h t .  
Again,  i n d i v i d u a l  i n f l u e n c e s  w i l l  v a r y  ( e . g .  Gramsci o r  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c a l  approaches  
i n  B r i t a i n ) ,  b u t  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n  h a s  been common t o  b o t h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  postmodernism. For  o u r  p u r p o s e s  we may n o t e  t h a t  most 
c o n c r e t e  work h a s  s o  f a r  been s t r o n g l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  I n  one s e n s e ,  
t h a t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r ,  a s  t h e  " long  p r e s e n t "  o f  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  1945 ,  i . e .  a l m o s t  h a l f - a - c e n t u r y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t i m e  t h a t  badly  
needs  h i s t o r i a n s '  a t t e n t i o n .  But g i v e n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  s u r r o u n d i n g  
a  number o f  a r e a s - - e . g .  c u l t u r e s  o f  consumption,  economies o f  p l e a s u r e  and 
d e s i r e ;  t h e  growth o f  s e r i o u s  work on t h e  v i s u a l  t e c h n o l o g i e s  o f  f i l m ,  pho tography ,  
v i d e o  and TV, and on commercial  media l i k e  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  comic books,  and 
magazines ;  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  women i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  p o p u l a r  r e a d i n g  g e n r e s  
( romances ,  g o t h i c  n o v e l s ,  f a m i l y  s a g a s ) ,  TV ( soap  o p e r a s ,  d e t e c t i v e  s e r i e s ,  
s i t u a t i o n  comedies ) ,  and f i l m  ( f i l m  n o i r ,  h o r r o r ,  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n ,  melodrama);  
t h e  u s e  o f  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  v o i c e ;  p o s t c o l o n i a l  c u l t u r a l  c r i t i q u e ;  
and t h e  g e n e r a l  r e o p e n i n g  o f  d e b a t e s  around h i g h / l o w / p o p u l a r  cul ture--we may 
e x p e c t  more h i s t o r i c a l  work i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  a c c r u e .  [45] Work on p o p u l a r  memory 



and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ( u s u a l l y  n a t i o n a l )  p a s t  a l r eady  forms a  p a r t i c u l a r  
genre i n  t h i s  way. [46] 

( e )  I ' d  l i k e  t o  end t h i s  series o f  obse rva t ions  wi th  a  paradox. On t h e  
one hand, t h e  e a r l i e r  ambi t ion  o f  a  " t o t a l  h i s t o r y " ,  o f  w r i t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  s o c i e t y  i n  some i n t e g r a t e d  and h o l i s t i c  way, has  come r a d i c a l l y  i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  
I n  one o f  my own less memorable e s s a y s  j u s t  over  a  decade ago, I argued t h a t  
t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1970s was "its 
new t o t a l i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l " .  Now, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  main ta in  some ve r s ion  o f  
t h i s  c la im still  (e .g .  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  cons ide r ing  a l l  phenomena and p r a c t i c e s  
i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  d imens ions) ,  bu t  t h e  s t r o n g e r  form o f  t h e  argument--"attempting 
t o  understand - a l l  f a c e t s  o f  human e x i s t e n c e  i n  terms o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  de t e rmina t ions" ,  
a s  I pu t  i t - -has  become very  problemat ic .  [47] A s  I ' l l  argue  below, t h e  c o n f i d e n t  
m a t e r i a l i s t  concept ion  o f  s o c i a l  t o t a l i t y - - " s o c i e t y n  i n  its Marxis t  and non-Marxist 
s o c i o l o g i c a l  forms--has f o r  many s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and c u l t u r a l  t h e o r i s t s  ceased  
t o  be t h e  n a t u r a l  o rgan iz ing  b e l i e f .  But on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
body o f  h i s t o r i c a l  soc io logy  con t inues  t o  be w r i t t e n  much.as, be fo re ,  o rganized  
within'th~ e s t a b l i s h e d  problemat ics  o f  s ta te-making,  t h e  r ise  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
comparative p o l i t i c a l  development, r e v o l u t i o n s ,  and s o  on. [48] More t h a n  
t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  has  developed a  new genre  o f  world h i s t o r i e s ,  ex tending  
l i t e r a l l y  from Mesopotamia t o  t h e  g l o b a l  con f ron ta t i on  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  
produced by l ead ing  B r i t i s h  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  seek ing  presumably t o  r e c a p t u r e  
t h e  memories o f  t h e i r  grammar s choo l  ( o r  p e r h a p s - p u b l i c  school )  h i s t o r y  s y l l a b u s ,  
e s s e n t i a l l y  an a t t empt  t o  r e b u i l d  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  by w r i t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
world. [49] Thi s  c r e a t e s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  j u x t a p o s i t i o n .  On t h e  one hand, 
t h e  r a d i c a l  d iagnoses  o f  t h e  "postmodern cond i t i on"  a r e  proclaiming t h e  demise 
o f  a l l  master  n a r r a t i v e s ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  most ambi t ious  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c i o l o g i s t s  a r e  d e f i n i n g  t h e i r  p r o j e c t  by producing ... a  new range  o f  grand 
n a r r a t i v e s .  

Th i s  is  a  t r u n c a t e d  and s e l e c t i v e  survey o f  c u r r e n t  developments,  n e c e s s a r i l y  
l i m i t e d  by t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r ange  o f  my own e x p e r t i s e .  When cons ide r ing  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  
o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  1970s, t h e r e  is  no doubt t h a t  much could be s a i d  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  major f i e l d s  o f  p roduct ion  t h a t  I know only  very imperfect ly--such 
a s  most o f  US s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f ~ s l a v e  and post-emancipat ion 
s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  Americas, Afr ican  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  s tudy  o f  c o l o n i a l  
and p o s t c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  Thi rd  World, and s o  on. But I have t r i e d  
t o  pick o u t  c e r t a i n  aspects o f t h e  p r e s e n t  con tex t  which may provide a  u s e f u l  
b a s i s , f o r  d i s cus s ion .  

A l l  t h e  World's a  Text 

. Surveying t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l andscape  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e n ,  i t ' s  hard n o t  t o  be impressed by t h e  power 
and popu la r i t y  o f  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y ,  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s ,  and r e l a t e d  forms 
of t h e o r e t i c a l  add re s s .  Whether we look t o  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y  
and t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  Dominick LaCapra, t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  convergence o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
h i s t o r i a n s  w i th  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i cs  i n  a  "new h i s t o r i c i s t "  mold, t o  t h e  enormous 
impact o f  Edward S a i d ,  and now G a y a t r i  Spivak,  on i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w r i t i n g  i n  
and about  t h e  Thi rd  World, t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of . ' Joan S c o t t  and o t h e r  f e m i n i s t s  
i n  t h e o r i e s  o f  gender and language ,  t o  t h e  p u l l  o f  r e f l e x i v e  anthropology 
towards t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o r d e r i n g  of  t h e  experienced world,  t o  formal  a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h e  " r h e t o r i c "  of  economics and  o t h e r  appa ren t ly  n o n - l i t e r a r y  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  
o r  simply t o  t h e  common cur rency  of te rms  l i k e  "d iscourse"  and "decons t ruc t ion"- - in  
a l l  of t h e s e  p l a c e s  t h e r e  seems t o  be no escape .  



In.many ways,  Hayden White i s  t h e  p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f  t h i s  development ,  
f o r  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  (1973) h i s  M e t a h i s t o r y  p rob lemat ized  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
between t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  and t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  and showed how works i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  a r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  around p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i v e  and r h e t o r i c a l  
s t r a t e g i e s ,  even  when bound a t  t h e i r l m o s t  r i g o r o u s  and s ing le -minded  t o  t h e  
r u l e s  of e v i d e n c e  and s c i e n t i f i c  methodology. Moreover, White mounted t h i s  
c h a l l e n g e  from t h e  o l d e r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and h i s  own o r i g i n a l  
and i d i o s y n c r a t i c  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  c o n f r o n t i n g  " o b j e c t i v i s t "  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  
moral  and a e s t h e t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  o r d e r  and i n f o r m  i ts  p r o d u c t i o n .  [50] 
I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  by t h e  impac t  o f  
(among o t h e r s )  D e r r i d a  and De Man h a s  r a d i c a l i z e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  The c o m p l e x i t i e s  
o f  r e a d i n g  (and w r i t i n g )  have  b r o u g h t  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  t e x t  and t h e  work 
o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  From f o c u s i n g  on a u t h o r i a l  i n t e n t i o n  and t h e  
t e x t ' s  s i n g l e  a t t a i n a b l e  meaning ( a  ch imera ,  t h a t  o b s c u r e s  t h e  i n d e t e r m i n a c y  
and n e c e s s a r y  openness  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  its " u n d e c i d a b i l i t y " ,  i ts  m u l t i p l i c i t y  
o f  meanings) ,  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  h a s  s h a r p e n e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e a d i n g  t o  a  
p o i n t  o f  t e c h n i c a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  where meanings can seeming ly  be  e n d l e s s l y  
d i s c l o s e d .  F o r  o u t s i d e r s  it h a s  o f t e n  been h a r d  t o  b reak  i n t o  t h i s  magic 
c i r c l e  w i t h o u t  d e v o t i n g  o n e s e l f  f u l l t i m e  t o  l e a r n i n g  a  new l a n g u a g e  o f  c l e v e r n e s s  
and g e s t u r e ,  and somet imes  it h a s  seemed t h a t  a  r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l i z i n g  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a n  a u t h o r i z i n g  o f  t h e  t h e o r i s t ,  a  t e c h n o c r a c y  o f  t h e  word,  
h a s  been p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t .  Yet such  s u s p i c i o n s  c a n ' t  o c c l u d e  t h e  a c t u a l  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  s u c h  t h e o r y  beyond i t s  immediate  domain. For  some modi f i ed  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n ' s  b a s i c  program--at i t s  s i m p l e s t ,  "a r e a d i n g  
which i n v o l v e s  s e i z i n g  upon [ t e x t s ' ]  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t o  
b reak  up t h e  i d e a  o f  a  u n i f i e d  whole" [51]--has become very  commonplace. 
For  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  some n o t i o n  o f  e x t e r n a l i t y ,  what 
D e r r i d a  h a s  c a l l e d  " t h e  d i a c h r o n i c  o v e r d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t "  o r  Raymond 
Wi l l i ams '  n o t i o n  o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  l i m i t s ,  is  bound t o  loom 
i m p o r t a n t .  [52] P robab ly  t h i s  means f o c u s i n g  on two k i n d s  o f  move--back, 
t o  t h e  c o n t e x t s  o f  t h e  t e x t ' s  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and o u t ,  t o  t h e  ways i n  which 
i t s  meanings g e t  c o n s t r u c t e d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  what it "means", i n  f a c t ,  it 
may beXmore f r u i t f u l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e  t e x t  "works". As Tony B e n n e t t  
p u t s  i t ,  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Gramscian i n f l e c t i o n  on B r i t i s h  c u l t u r a l  
s t u d i e s :  " t h e  t e x t  is  a  s i t e  on which v a r y i n g  meanings and e f f e c t s  may be 
produced a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  w i t h i n  which t h e  work is  i n s c r i b e d - -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  which a r e  n e v e r  s i n g l e  and g i v e n  b u t  p l u r a l  and c o n t e s t e d ,  
l o c k e d  i n  r e l a t i o n s  o f  s t r u g g l e " .  [53] Moreover,  t h i s  mode o f  a n a l y s i s  h a s  
been i n c r e a s i n g l y  ex tended  from w r i t t e n  texts  i n  t h e  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  s e n s e  
t o  a l l  manner o f  documents ,  and i n d e e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b e h a v i o r ,  and e v e n t s  
a s  well. From a s s a i l i n g  t h e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  t h e  t e x t  i n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  t e x t u a l i t y  h a s  become a  m e t a p h o r - f o r  r e a l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  twrn  t o  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  a s  such  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e s  h a s  a  l o n g e r  h i s t o r y .  Two.of t h e  major  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  
i n  B r i t a i n  and t h e  USA--Raymond Wi l l i ams  and C l i f f o r d  Geertz--were formed 
i n  t h i s  way, Wi l l i ams  by his :own d i s c i p l i n a r y  background i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  
i n . t h e  l a t e - 1 9 4 0 s  and 1 9 5 0 s ,  Geertz. :by a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c a l  
method i n  t h e  time o f  h i s  i n i t i a l  impac t  between t h e  l a t e - 1 9 5 0 s  and mid-1960s. 
A t  one l e v e l ,  G e e r t z l s : s e m i n a l  e s s a y ,  " Ideo logy  a s  a  C u l t u r a l  System",  
a f f o r d s  a  r emarkab le  s n a p s h o t  o f  US s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  a t  t h e  p e a k . o f  i ts  postwar  
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  f r o z e n  j u s t  a t  t h e  moment i n  t h e  mid-1960s when a l l  h e l l  
i s  abou t  t o  b reak  l o o s e .  The main r e f e r e n t i a l  c o n t e x t  is  s t i l Z . s e t  by T a l c o t t  
P a r s o n s  and t h e  Harvard Department o f  S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  b u t  it h a s  a l s o  reached  



t h e  p o i n t  o f  i n c i p i e n t  d i s s o l u t i o n .  G e e r t z ' s  f o o t n o t e s  r e a d  l i k e  t h e  e p i t a p h  
, o f  a  van i shed  d i s c o u r s e ,  and  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h e  e s s a y  is  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
document, p o i s e d  a t  t h e  c u s p  of a  t r a n s i t i o n ,  . h e a v i l y  l a d e n  w i t h  i t s  .own 
moment. The i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g . i s  t h a t  when G e e r t z  b r e a k s  free t o  f o r m u l a t e  
h i s  t h e o r y  o f  symbol ic  a c t i o n ,  he  d o e s  s o  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of p h i l o s o p h y  
and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ;  a n d ,  of c o u r s e , .  t h e  ph i losophy  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  
'he u s e s : a r e  p r e c i s e l y . f t h e  o n e s  a v a i l a b l e . i n  t h e  USA o f  t h e  1950s .  [54] 

When we t u r n  t o  Raymond W i l l i a m s  and h i s  e q u a l l y  s e m i n a l  C u l t u r e  and 
S o c i e t y  and The Long R e v o l u t i o n ,  which were produced i n ; r o u g h l y  t h e  same 
p e r i o d ,  we f i n d  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f o r m a t i o n  l o c k e d  j u s t  a s  f i r m l y  i n  i t s  own 
n a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t ,  though  h e r e  one  which l a c k e d  any l o n g e r  t h e  power r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an  expanding m e t r o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e ,  which by c o n t r a s t  were c a r r y i n g  US 
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t o  t h e  f o u r  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  wor ld ,  I n  Wi l l i ams1  c a s e  t h e  immediate 
c o n t e x t  was a  ve ry  E n g l i s h  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  F. R .  L e a v i s t a n d  
I. A.  R ichards  and a  p o l i t i c a l  engagement w i t h  t h e  problem o f  democracy and 
h i g h  c u l t u r e .  But one  o f  t h e  r e m a ~ k a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  W i l l i a m s '  s u b s e q u e n t  
c a r e e r - - r i g h t  up t o  h i s  t r a g i c a l l y  e a r l y  d e a t h  i n  1988--was h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  
move w i t h  t h e  t imes--not  i n . t h e  l i m i t e d  s e n s e  o f  f o l l o w i n g  f a s h i o n s ,  b u t  
by c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a c i n g  and  a s s i m i l a t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  new t h e o r y .  I f  
we c o n s i d e r  t h e  f u l l n e s s  of h i s  w r i t i n g  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e - 1 9 6 0 s ,  i n  f a c t ,  we 
f i n d  a l l  t h e  major  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  have been t r a n s f o r m i n g  understandings 
o f  c u l t u r e / i d e o l o g y  s i n c e  G e e r t z  e l a b o r a t e d  h i s  first proposa l s - -wi th  t h e  s t r i k i n g  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  G e e r t z  h i m s e l f  and t h e  w i d e r  c o r p u s  o f  US c u l t u r a l ~ a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  
t o  whose e x i s t e n c e  W i l l i a m s  seemed l a r g e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t .  (The i n d i f f e r e n c e  
remained m u t u a l ) .  Beg inn ing  w i t h  C e n t r a l  European a e s t h e t i c s  and ph i losophy  
(Lukacs,  t h e  F r a n k f u r t  S c h o o l ) ,  and c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  French l i n e a g e  
o f  s t r u c t u r a l i s m s  and p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s m s ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  Gramsci ,  
and t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  Volosh inov  and B a k h t i n ,  Wi l l i ams  b o t h  r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  
r e c e p t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  European t h e o r y  and worked t h e  l a t t e r ' i n t o  h i s  own 
d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  The e s s a y ,  "Base and S u p e r s t r u c t u r e  i n  M a r x i s t  
C u l t u r a l  Theory" (1973) .  was one  o f  t h e  first i n s t a l l m e n t s  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  book- ieng th  Marxism and L i t e r a t u r e  (1977) and s u b s e q u e n t  
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w r i t i n g s .  Moreover, t h e  o p e n n e s s  o f  Wi l l i ams '  t h i n k i n g  was exempla ry ,  and 
it would have been f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  have had h i s  c o n s i d e r e d  r e f l e c t i o n s - o n  t h e  
emergent d i s c o u r s e  o f  postmodernism i n  t h e  l a t e r  1980s .  [55] 

Not t h e  l e a s t  o f  W i l l i a m s '  r o l e  and ach ievements  d u r i n g  t h e  1970s  and 
1980s  was t o  have media ted  t h e  impac t  o f  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  i n  w i d e r  a r e a s  o f  
s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  and a lso--a  p o i n t  o f  c o n n e c t i o n  
more l a c k i n g  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  USA t h a n  i n  B r i t a i n - - i n  a  wider  p o l i t i c a l  domain. 
For behind t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  above l i e s  a  more p o l i t i c a l  
c h a l l e n g e - - t h a t  is ,  t h e  u n r e s o l v e d  agenda o f  t h e  post-1968 i n t e l l e c t u a l  
r a d i c a l i s m  which spawned t h e  r i c h  p r o f u s i o n  o f  marxisms and feminisms t h a t  
have done s o  much t o  s h a p e  t h e  o u t l o o k  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  s c h o l a r s  
i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  O f  course--and t h i s  is  t h e  
d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  o f  my own r e f l e c t i o n s - - s i n c e  t h e  heady d a y s  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  
when forms o f  " s o c i a l "  e x p l a n a t i o n  c a r r i e d  a l l  b e f o r e  them,  g round ing  t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  c a u s a l i t i e s  o f  a n  a x i o m a t i c  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  a  
v e r i t a b l e  f l o o d  h a s  p a s s e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  b r i d g e .  Moreover, t h e  main c u r r e n t  
of t h e  l a t t e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  b e g i n n i n g s  j u s t  a l l u d e d  t o ,  h a s  been 
an u n r e l e n t i n g  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s m .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  new d i f f u s i o n  o f  Marxism--which 
f o r  t h e  first t i m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  b road  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  of t h e  
Eng l i sh - speak ing  world--seemed t o  uphold t h e  c l a s s i c a l  commitments of t h e  



t r a d i t i o n ,  whe the r  i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  "an t i -humanis t "  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  mature  
from t h e  young Marx, t h e  more g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  stress on mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
and a n  economica l ly -cen te red  c o n c e p t  of c l a s s ,  t h e  r e v i v a l  of Marx i s t  economics ,  
Braverman- insp i red  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  l a b o r  p r o c e s s ,  o r  t h e  f e m i n i s t  domes t i c  
l a b o r  d i s p u t e .  C a p i t a l  became r e i n s t a t e d  a s  t h e  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t .  Yet a t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  d e f i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms a s  
d e p a r t u r e s ,  a s  c r i t i c a l  advances  on t h e  o l d e r  forms o f  e c o n o m i s t i c  t h e o r y .  
The " b a s e / s u p e r s t r u c t u r e "  model o f  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  w i t h  i ts  ass ignment  
o f  l o g i c a l  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  economic,  came under  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t a c k .  The e f f o r t s  
o f  A l t h u s s e r  and P o u l a n t z a s  blew a  g a p i n g  h o l e  i n  such  o r t h o d o x i e s ,  t h r o u g h  
which a n  army o f  mainly  French in f luences - -Lacan ian  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  S a u s s u r i a n  
l i n g u i s t i c s ,  t h e  ph i losophy  o f  s c i e n c e  o f  Bache la rd  and Canguilhem, t h e  
a e s t h e t i c s  o f  Macherey, s e m i o t i c s  and t h e o r i e s  o f  f i l m ,  and s o  on--was t h e n  
a b l e  t o  r u s h .  T h i s  f r e e i n g  o f  p o l i t i c s  and i d e o l o g y  f o r  " r e l a t i v e l y  autonomous" 
a n a l y s i s ,  anchored  t o  t h e  economy v i a  " s t r u c t u r a l  c a u s a l i t y "  and " d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
i n  t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e " ,  opened t h e  whole domain o f  t h e  "non-economic" t o  M a r x i s t  
v i e w - - a e s t h e t i c s ,  l i t e r a t u r e , .  t h e  a r t s ,  t h e o r i e s  o f  knowledge, s c i e n c e ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  academic  knowledge and t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
l i f e ,  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  and s o  on--in s h o r t ,  " c u l t u r e " ,  a s  
a  c o n v e r g e n t  s t r a i n  o f  B r i t i s h  d i s s e n t i n g  Marxism was coming t o  d e f i n e  it. 
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The e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h o s e  d a y s ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  

and u n s e t t l i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  r e v i s i o n ,  i s  wor th  remembering; and w h i l e  t h e  
v o i c e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  is  c l e a r l y  p e r s o n a l  ( w i t h  a  B r i t i s h  a c c e n t ) ,  it is a l s o  
wor th  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s  a s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  g e n e r a t i o n a l  ach ievement ,  which bo th  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z e d  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  European ized)  a  p r e v i o u s l y  p a r o c h i a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c u l t u r e ,  wrenched it i n t o  a n  o p e n l y  t h e o r i z e d  mode o f  exchange,  and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
p r o b l e m a t i z e d  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  terms o f  a d d r e s s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  i s  
a l s o  a  d a n g e r  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  a s  more u n i f i e d ,  c o h e r e n t ,  and , 
l o g i c a l l y  c o n t i n u o u s  t h a n  it was ( o r  c o u l d  have b e e n ) ,  s o  t h a t  one  move f o l l o w e d  
r a t i o n a l l y  on a n o t h e r ,  c a u s a l l y  i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and i n s u f f i c i e n c i e s  
t h a t  p receded  it. Yet i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r i e s  a r e  seldom a s  r a t i o n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a s  t h i s ;  and t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e v i s i o n  was d i v i s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  harmonious,  
i n s t i g a t e d  by c o n f l i c t s  and d i s r u p t i o n s  a s  much a s  by i t s  own logical 'momentum. 
Feminism is by f a r  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  and t h e  r e a d e r  
may have n o t i c e d  i ts  r e g u l a r  r e a p p e a r a n c e  i n  my t e x t - - n o t  q u i t e  a s  a  d i s r u p t i o n ,  
a s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  is  t o o  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  t h a t ,  b u t  no* 
q u i t e  a s  a  f u l l y  i n t e g r a l  p r imary  theme e i t h e r .  I ' v e  puzz led  o v e r  what t o  
do  a b o u t  t h i s ,  and p e r h a p s  t h i s  a c c u r a t e l y  c a p t u r e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  f e m i n i s t  
t o  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  (a lways  assuming t h a t  " g e n e r a l "  
i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  is  more t h a n  a  synonym f o r  a n d r o c e n t r i s m ) - - b e t t e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  
t o  keep t h e  s e n s e  of r e l a t i v e  a p a r t n e s s  and a b i l i t y  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  
and l o g i c a l  coherence  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t  t h a n  t o  be  smoothly  a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  i t s  
s t r u c t u r e  (which would a l s o  be a  d i s h o n e s t y  o f  i t s  own). On t h e  one hand,  
a s  T e r r y  Love11 o b s e r v e s ,  contemporary  f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g  shows a  t r a j e c t o r y  
t h a t  is  r e c o g n i z a b l e  i n  t h e  t e r m s  I ' m  u s i n g :  

"The j o u r n e y  b e g i n s  w i t h  M a r x i s t -  o r  s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g s  ( i n  
h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  - and c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s ) ,  s e e k i n g  t o  uncover  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  women's o p p r e s s i o n  under  c a p i t a l i s m ;  it advances  
w i t h  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of  t h a t  o p p r e s s i o n  do n o t  
y i e l d  very r e a d i l y  t o  M a r x i s t  c a t e g o r i e s  and t h a t  a  more adequa te  accoun t  
o f  f e m i n i n e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  ways 
i n  which t h a t  o p p r e s s i o n  is  l i v e d ,  which might  be sough t  i n  psychoanalysis  
r a t h e r  t h a n  Marxism. Then,  v i a  Lacan and modern t h e o r i e s  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  
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t h e  journey con t inues  i n t o  t h e  ' p o s t s t r u c t u r a l i s m '  and ' decons t ruc t ion i sm '  
whose l umina r i e s  i n c l u d e  Foucau l t ,  Der r ida  and Kr i s t eva .  Some t r a v e l l e r s  
cont inue  -beyond feminism i t s e l f ,  i n t o  a  'postfeminism' and 'postmodernism' 
which understand both ~ a c a n i a n  psychoanalys i s  and Marxism t o  have been 
mere s t ag ing -pos t s  a long  t h e  way". [57] 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, it is still  n e c e s s a r i l y  a p a r t .  A s  S a l l y  Alexander p u t s  
i t ,  i n  an e s say  which is s t i l l  r a t h e r  n o t a b l e  among s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  f o r  
i t s  wi l l i ngnes s  t o  engage t h e o r e t i c a l l y  wi th  t h i s  i s s u e :  

"If feminism has been only  one o f  t h e  d e t o n a t o r s  o f  ' c r i s i s '  i n  
marx is t  thought  and p r a c t i c e  it h a s  been t h e  most i n s i s t e n t l y  
subvers ive  because it w i l l  n o t  g i v e  up i t s  wish t o  speak i n  t h e  name 
o f  women; o f  women's expe r i ence ,  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and s e x u a l i t y  ... We 
were ask ing  t h e  imposs ib l e  perhaps.  A s  a  f e m i n i s t  I was (and still 
am) under t h e  s p e l l  o f  t h o s e  wishes ,  wh i l e  a s  a  h i s t o r i a n  w r i t i n g  
and t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  shadow o f  a  l abour  h i s t o r y  which s i l e n c e s  them. 
How can women speak and t h i n k  c r e a t i v e l y  wi th in  marxism when t h e y  
can n e i t h e r  e n t e r  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  f low a s  f u l l y  a s  t hey  wish,  nor  
imagine t h a t  t h e r e  might be o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t i e s  p r e sen t  i n  h i s t o r y  
t han  t h o s e  o f  c l a s s  ( f o r  t o  imagine t h a t  is t o  t r a n s g r e s s  t h e  laws 
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  mater ia l i sm)?"  [58] 

Over t h e  l onge r  term, such d i s c u s s i o n s  have played havoc wi th  t h e  r ece ived  
forms o f  Marxist  and more g e n e r a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  understanding.  For many, t h e  
l o g i c  o f  t h e  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  t u r n  ( a s  we might summarize t h e  developments 
s i n c e  t h e  la te-1960s)  h a s  been overpowering, l e ad ing  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  
unan t i c ipa t ed  embrace o f  a  "post-Marxis t"  f i e l d  o f  add re s s ,  and t h e  more 
p r e d i c t a b l e  coun te r - r eac t ion  o f  t h o s e  uncomfortable wi th  such an appa ren t  
" r e t r e a t  from c l a s s " .  [59] But what f o r  some has  been t h e  f e a r e d  Pandora ' s  
Box of  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  he t e rodox ie s  remains f o r  o t h e r  a  bo t tomless  bag of t r i c k s ,  
which con ta in s  n o t  on ly  t h e  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  mentioned above, 
but  t h e  more da r ing  o p t i o n s  o f  postmodernism and t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n .  Th i s  
r e s t l e s s  probing o f  t h e  limits shows no s i g n s  o f  coming t o  a  h a l t .  s h i b b o l e t h s  
have f a l l e n  one by one. By now, t h e  f u r t h e r  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  
l o g i c  during t h e  1980s--through i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e a d i n g s  of c u l t u r e  
and ideology v i a  Gramsci,  Foucaul t ,  Voloshinov and Bakht in ,  French pos t -  
s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  i n  B r i t a i n ,  and t h e  s t i l l - d i v e r s i f y i n g  f i e l d  
o f  f e m i n i s t  t heo ry  on both  s i d e s  o f  t h e  Atlant ic--has  l e f t  t h e  e a r l i e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
moment o f  t h e  1960s f a r  beh ind ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b r ing ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  
i n s p i r a t i o n s  badly i n t o  doubt .  

As t h e  hold o f  t h e  economy has  been progressively~~loosened, and wi th  
it t h e  de t e rmina t ive  power o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and i ts  c a u s a l  p r i o r i t i e s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  imag ina t ive  and ep i s t emolog ica l  space f o r  o t h e r  k inds  o f  a n a l y s i s  
has  grown. I n  f a c t ,  f o r  many who have gone t h i s  r o u t e ,  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  
connect ion has  been broken once and f o r  a l l .  "Society"  a s  a  u n i t a r y  o b j e c t  
can no longer  be main ta ined .  There is no s t r u c t u r a l  coherence d e r i v i n g  e a s i l y  
from t h e  economy,., from t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  needs o f  t h e  s o c i a l  system and i t s  . 

c e n t r a l  va lues ,  o r  from some o t h e r  overarch ing  p r i n c i p l e  of o r d e r .  P a r t i c u l a r  
phenomena--an e v e n t ,  a  p o l i c y ,  an i n s t i t u t i o n , ,  an ideo logy ,  a  text--have 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s ,  i n  t h e  s ense  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p r a c t i c e s ,  s i t e s ,  
which conjo in  f o r  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of t h e i r  meaning. But t h e r e  is  no under ly ing  
given s t r u c t u r e  t o  which t h e y  can - n e c e s s a r i l y  be r e f e r r e d ,  a s  its e s s e n t i a l  
e x p r e s s i o n . o r  necessary  e f f e c t s .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  major c a s u a l t y  o f  t h i s  



i n t e l l e c t u a l  f l u x  h a s  been t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a  n o t i o n  of s o c i a l  t o t a l i t y  i n  
its v a r i o u s  m a r x i s t  and non-marxis t  forms.  The commitment t o  g r a s p i n g  s o c i e t y  
a s  a  whole ,  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  i t s  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  unity--which 
i s  now c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  "modern" o r  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  
p r o j e c t - - h a s  passed  i n t o  crisis.. For  M a r x i s t s  a n d : o t h e r s  on t h e  l e f t  t h i s  
is a l s o  -connec ted  t o ' a  complex of p o l i t i c a 1 : e x p e r i e n c e s ;  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  
d e c l i n e  o f . t h e  h i s t o r i c  working c l a s s  and its t r a d i t i o n s ;  t h e  crisis o f  
Keynesianism,  t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e , : . .  and s t a t i s t  c o n c e p t f o n s . o f  s o c i a l i s m ;  
t h e  economic,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and mora l  bankrup tcy  o f  Communist sys tems ;  t h e  
c a t a s t r o p h e  o f  t h e  environment  and o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m a s t e r y o v e r  n a t u r e ;  
and t h e  d e c l i n i n g  p u r c h a s e  o f  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  c l a s s - p o l i t i c a l  fo rms  o f  a d d r e s s .  
A s  Lyo ta rd  s a y s ,  t h e  postmodern moment b e g i n s  w i t h  a n  " i n c r e d u l i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  m a s t e r  n a r r a t i v e s " .  H i s t o r y ,  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  h a s  l o s t  i ts  way. The g rand  
i d e a l s  t h a t  a l lowed  u s t o  r e a d  h i s t o r y  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  d i r e c t i o n ,  a s  a  s t o r y  
o f  p r o g r e s s  and e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  f rom t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Revo lu t ion  and t h e  t r iumph . :  . 

o f  s c i e n c e  o v e r  n a t u r e ,  t o t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  working c l a s s ,  t h e . u i c t o r y  
o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  and t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  women, no  l o n g e r  pe r suade .  A l l  b e t s  a r e  
o f f .  " [T lhe re  is no s i n g l e  r i g h t  way t o  r e a d  h i s t o r y .  Indeed h i s t o r y '  becomes 
a  n a r r a t i v e  w i t h o u t : a  t e l e o l o g y " ,  a  s t o r y  w i t h o u t  a n  end.  [60] 

Thus t h e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  have s e e n  a  d i z z y i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y .  We 
have moved from a  time when s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  seemed t o  be 
c a p t u r i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  ground o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  and t h e  f o r c e  o f  s o c i a l  de te rmina t ions  
seemed a x i o m a t i c ,  t o  a  new c o n j u n c t u r e  i n  which " t h e  s o c i a l "  has- .come t o  seem 
e v e r  l e s s  d e f i n i t e  and s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  have s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  
s o v e r e i g n t y .  The r o a d  f rom " r e l a t i v e  autonomyn and " s t r u c t u r a l  c a u s a l i t y "  ( t h e  
hard-won g a i n s  o f  t h e  1970s)  t o  t h e  " d i s c u r s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a l l  p r a c t i c e s "  
( t h e  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  axiom o f  t h e  1980s )  h a s  been r a p i d  and d i s c o n c e r t i n g ,  
i n  which t h e  p e r s u a s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  l o g i c  h a s  been e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  
h a r d  t o  w i t h s t a n d  ( r a t h e r  l i k e  a n  u p - e s c a l a t o r  w i t h  no way down). But i f  " s o c i e t y "  
a s  a  t o t a l i z i n g  c a t e g o r y  is  p a s s i n g  i n t o  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  does  t h a t  mean t h a t  s o c i a l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  s u c h  h a s  l o s t  a l l  i n d e p e n d e n t  e f f i c a c y ?  There  is  a  s e n s e  i n  
which t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  F o u c a u l t  and s u b s e q u e n t  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s m s  h a s  c o l l a p s e d  
t h e  d i s t i c t i o n  between t h e  s o c i a l  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  a l t o g e t h e r  (where t h e  l a t t e r  
becomes a  summary d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  d i s c u r s i v e  domain),  s o  t h a t  
t h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  (and hence t h e  b a s e s  o f  i n t e r - c o n n e c t e d n e s s )  becomes 
r e d e f i n e d  a g n o s t i c a l l y  a s  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  o f  " d i s c u r s i v e  p r a c t i c e s w - - a s  " e q u i v a l e n t  
t o  t h e  non.-unified t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s " ,  o r  a s  "a complex, overde te rmined  
and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  nexus  o f  d i s c u r s i v e  p r a c t i c e s " .  [61] I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  i f  
s o c i a l  r e a Z i t y  i s - : o n l y : i a c c e s s i b l e  v i a  l a n g u a g e  ( i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
s e n s e ,  a s  well a s  i n  t h e  commonsense d e s c r i p t i v e  one which most would a c c e p t ) ,  
and  " t h e  s o c i a l "  is o n l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h r o u g h  d i s c o u r s e ,  t h e n  what p l a c e  is  
l e f t  f o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  a t  a l l ?  

T h i s  is  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I t a k e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  have r e a c h e d .  A r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  number o f  h i s t o r i a n s  have t a k e n  t h e  t r a i n  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  l i n e ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t e r r a i n  o f  t e x t u a l i t y  t o  t h e  l a n d  o f  d i s c o u r s e  and d e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t o  a  
r a d i c a l . - e p i s t e m o l o g y - . w h i c h  " r e l a t i v i z e s  t h e  s t a t u s - o f  a l l  knowledge, l i n k s  
knowledge and power, and t h e o r i z e s  t h e s e  i n  terms o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e " .  
[62] T h i s  can be a l t e r n a t e l y  empowering, i n  t h a t  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  " n o n - f i x i t y "  
o f  meaning shows how s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  may be q u e s t i o n e d  and 
how t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  g i v e n  a r e  a lways  i n  p l a y  and t h e r e f o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
c h a l l e n g e ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  no less t h a n  t h e  p a s t ,  and d i s a b l i n g ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  c r i t i q u e  of ep i s t emology  i n  i t s  most r a d i c a l  forms undermines  t h e  i d e a  , 



of  h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge a s  such and reduces  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  t a s k  t o  more o r  less 
e l a b o r a t e  forms o f  h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  c r i t i q u e  ( h i s t o r y  n o t  a s  t h e  a r c h i v a l  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  what happened, bu t  a s . . t h e  cont inuous  c o n t e s t  over  how t h e  
p a s t  is  approached o r  invoked) .  ' A  much l a r g e r  group o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  
con t inues  much a s  be fo re ,  g e n e r a l l y  aware o f  what is  happening, bu t  u n i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  t heo ry  behind t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n ,  and e s s e n t i a l l y  wishing t h a t  it 
would go away. And t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  rest  o f  us', p a r t 1 y : t h e r e  f o r . t h e  r i d e ,  
p a r t l y  cu r ious  t o  see where it goes ,  and no t  a t  a l l  s u r e  we' l l  s t a y  very long 
a t  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

Now, t h i s  i n t e rmed ia t e  p l a c e  ( I  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  it t h e  "middle ground", 
because it c e r t a i n l y  i nvo lves  accep t ing  t h e  b a s i c  u se fu l enes s  and i n t e r e s t  
o f  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t heo ry  t o  begin wi th- - tha t  i s ,  being w i l l i n g  t o  g e t  
on t h e  t r a i n  i n  t h e  first p l ace )  is i n  my view a  very good one t o  be. It has  
some impor tan t  v i r t u e s ,  p l u r a l i s m  c h i e f  among them. But it a l s o  has  some 
r e a l  c o s t s .  It means g iv ing  up t h e  c la im t o  a  d i s t i n c t  form o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
knowledge, l e t  a lone  t h e  aggrandiz ing  and o f t - r epea t ed  c la im t o  being somehow 
t h e  "queen o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s " .  H i s to ry  i n  t h e  s ense  o f  t h e  (mostly u n r e f l e c t e d )  
p r a c t i c e . o f  many o r  most h i s t o r i a n s  does t end  t o  a  d e f i n i t e  epis temology,  
which usua l ly  amounts t o  some brand o f  empir ic ism--that  i s ,  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  
a  knowable p a s t ,  whose s t r u c t u r e s  and p roces se s  a r e  a b l e  t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
from t h e  forms o f  documentary r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  conceptua l  and p o l i t i c a l  appropr-  
i a t i o n s ,  and h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  d i s c o u r s e s  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t  them. By now, I 
t a k e  t h e  ep i s t emolog ica l  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h i s  na ive  p r a c t i c e  ( o r ,  more r a d i c a l l y ,  
t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  epistemology -- p e r  se a s  "a t h e o r e t i c a l  domain t h a t  t r i e s  t o  
s t a t e  a  mechanism o f  correspondence between a  d i s cou r se  and o b j e c t s  e x i s t i n g  
o u t s i d e  d i s cou r se  which can be s p e c i f i e d  and made t h e  measure o f  i t " )  t o  be 
b a s i c .  [63] 

But t h i s  doesn ' t  mean t h a t  h i s t o r y  becomes p o i n t l e s s  o r  undo-able. On 
t h e  one hand, r e j e c t i n g  a  correspondence theo ry  o f  t r u t h  does no t  mean t h a t  
doing h i s t o r y  becomes completely a r b i t r a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  can somehow 
i n v e n t  documents a t . w i l 1 ,  o r  t h a t  r u l e s  o f  ev idence  become i r r e l e v a n t  ( f e a r s  
t y p i c a l l y  voiced by t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n ' s  opponents) .  It does mean t h a t  c r i t e r i a  
o f  t r u t h  have t o  be thought  very d i f f e r e n t l y .  Knowledge is a s  "good" o r  "bad" 
a s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  ques t i ons  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  it: " H i s t o r i c a l  knowledge works 
by pos ing ,  re-posing and d i s p l a c i n g  ques t i ons ,  - n o t  by accumulating ' ev idence '  
independent ly  o f  them. F a c t s  a r e  n o t  g iven ,  it is only r e l a t i v e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  we can begin t o  a s s e s s  t h e  va lue  o f  t h o s e  m a t e r i a l s  which a r e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  
evidence f o r  t h e  answer t o  it". [64] A s  Stedman Jones  s a i d  i n  h i s  1976 a r t i c l e ,  
" h i s t o r y  l i k e  any o t h e r  ' s o c i a l  s c i e n c e '  i s  an e n t i r e l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  
which t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  and i n  t h e  head"; and: "The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
' p a s t '  i n  some sense  'happened' is n o t  o f  primary s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  p a s t  
is i n  no sense  synonymous wi th  h i s t o r y " .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  " r e a l "  p a s t  is beyond 
r e t r i e v a l .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  both e v a l u a t e s  documentary r e s i d u e s  by 
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  procedures  o f  t h e  p ro fe s s ion  and a s s i g n s  them re l evance  v i a  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  problem. Accordingly,  t h e  common d i s t i n c t i o n  
between "h i s to ry"  and " theory" makes no sense :  "The d i s t i n c t i a n  is  n o t  t h a t  
between theo ry  and non-theory, b u t  between t h e  adequacy o r  inadequacy of t h e  
t heo ry  brought t o  bear".  [65] Moreover, t h e  t e s t  o f  h i s t o r y ' s  knowledge ( i t s  
" t r u t h " )  is  n o t  some g e n e r a l  n o t i o n  o f  ep i s t emolog ica l  v a l i d i t y  ( " t r u t h - i n - g e n e r a l " ) ,  
bu t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c r i t e r i a  o f  adequacy and app rop r i a t enes s  t h a t  h i s t o r y ,  
no less than  o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d s  (from b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  automobile  
mechanics) ,  has  tended t o  d e v i s e  (and which w i l l  always themselves  be s u b j e c t  
t o  vary ing  degrees  o f  consensus and d isagreement ) .  



On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h i s t o r y  is  simply unavoidable.  It is c o n s t a n t l y  i n  
play a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  both everyday understanding and t h e  formal  d i s c o u r s e s  
a f f e c t i n g  s o c i a l ,  'economic, c u l t u r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  exchange. It is invoked 
and app rop r i a t ed  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  course  e i t h e r  i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  o r d e r  
t o  make arguments;  and f o r  such arguments t o  be made ( o r  countered)  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e v i d e n t i a r y  convent ions o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  p ro fe s s ion  
w i l l  o f t e n  need t o  be pa id .  But such convent ions should n o t  be mistaken f o r  
a  v i a b l e  ep i s t emolog ica l  c la im.  H i s to ry ' s  value is n o t  a s  an a r c h i v e ,  o r  
a  c o u r t  o f  " r e a l  experiencen, .  It is a s  a  s i t e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a  c o n t e x t ' o f  
decons t ruc t ion - -pa r t l y  because i t - i s  --- de  f a c t o  always being fought  over  ( i . e .  
invoked and app rop r i a t ed  i n  c o n t e s t a t o r y  ways), p a r t l y  because it a f f o r d s  
t h e  c o n t e x t s  i n  wtiich t h e  ever -seduc t ive  u n i t i e s  of  contemporary s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  t h e  n a t u r a l i z i n g  o f  hegemonies, can be upse t .  His tory  
is d i f f e r e n t  n o t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  it r e v e a l s  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  i n  ou r  own s t o r y ,  
o r  a s  an unapproachable realm o f  t h e  e x o t i c ,  bu t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  very 
no t ion  o f  a  s i n g l e  cohe ren t  and u n i f i e d  s t o r y  can be unpicked: 

"If [ h i s t o r y ]  does n o t  c o n s i s t  merely i n  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  our  
own views o f  o u r s e l v e s  o r  i n  t r i u m p h a l i s t  accounts  o f  modernity,  
it is because some h i s t o r i a n s  can recognize  t h a t  t h e  p a s t  i s  
d i f f e r e n t ,  n o t  merely an e a r l i e r  s t a g e  of  ou r  ' s t o r y ' ,  b X  a  
means o f  u n s e t t l i n g  o u r s e l v e s  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  however p a r t i a l l y ,  
w h a t  . . we a re" .  [66] - 

~ u r n i n g ' t o  His tory  

O f  course  ( t h e  h a r d - b i t t e n -  r e a l i s t s  of t h e  p ro fe s s ion  w i l l  s a y ,  p a t r o l l i n g  
t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s ) ,  such theo ry  is  a l l  very w e l l ,  
bu t  what d i f f e r e n c e  does it r e a l l y  make? Worse, a l l  t h i s  e n d l e s s  t h e o r i z i n g ,  
t h e  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  o f  c r i t i q u e ,  d e f l e c t s  one from more conc re t e  
and extended engagements w i th  t h e  p a s t  (whose p u r s u i t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  remains 
t h e  mundane j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s e p a r a t e  and s p e c i a l i z e d  departments  o f  h i s t o r y ) .  
Such a t t a c k s  have become a  f a m i l i a r  r h e t o r i c a l  move, in tended  t o  pre-empt, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  c o n s i d e r  s e r i o u s l y ,  t h e  t heo ry  concerned. But i n  an innocent  
form t h e  complaint  does  c o n t a i n  a  r ea sonab le  r e q u e s t .  If t h e  e a r l i e r  assumptions 
o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  no l o n g e r  ho ld ,  and t h e  o l d e r  no t ions  o f  s o c i a l  t o t a l i t y  
and s o c i a l  de te rmina t ion  can ' t s u f f i c e ,  t hen  .how can t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p r o j e c t  
o f  a  c r i t i c a l  s o c i a 1 , h i s t o r y - - i n  d i s s e r t a t i o n  and monographic form, a s  opposed 
t o  essay-cr i t ique- -be  reaf f i rmed?  Some exemplary answer t o  t h i s  ques t i on ,  
I n  however i n d i c a t i v e  a  form, i s  c l e a r l y  owed. 

There a r e  no ready-made s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  conundrum, bu t  one extremely 
f r u i t f u l  response  t o  c u r r e n t  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  has  been t o  h i s t o r i c i z e  t h e  ca tegory  
o f  " soc i e ty"  i t s e l f  by s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  terms o f  i t s  own s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y - - t h a t  i s ,  by looking a t  t h e  terms under which " t h e  
s o c i a l "  f irst  became a b s t r a c t e d  i n t o  an o b j e c t  o f  theory-knowledge, a  t a r g e t  
o f  p o l i c y ,  and a s i t e  o f  p r a c t i c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n t e x t  i n  which 
s o c i e t y  could  be convinc ingly  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  an u l t i m a t e l y  o r i g i n a t i n g  s u b j e c t  
became g radua l ly  composed. [67] Here " the  s o c i a l "  r e f e r s  n o t  t o  t h e  g l o b a l  
a n a l y t i c a l  ca tegory  o f  " s o c i e t y "  i n  some unproblematic s o c i a l - s c i e n c e  s e n s e ,  
bu t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  methods, t e chn iques ,  and p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  allowed 
such a  ca tegory  t o  be cons t ruc t ed  i n  t h e  f irst  p l ace .  The impetus f o r  such 
a  pe r spec t ive  is  unmistakable  Foucaul t .  His concept  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s o c i e t y  



is  concerned d i r e c t l y  with t h i s  p rocess .  A t  one l e v e l ,  it profoundly s h i f t s  
our  understanding of p o l i t i c s ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of power away from t h e  
co re  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l - c e n t r a l i z e d  sense  toward t h e  
emergence o f  new i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  " t h a t  f u n c t i o n  o u t s i d e ,  below 
and a longs ide  t h e  S t a t e  appa ra tu se s ,  on a  much more minute and everyday l e v e l " .  
[68] But a t  ano the r  l e v e l ,  it is p r e c i s e l y  through such i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  
s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  ( " t h e  soc ia l ' '  o r  t h e  " s o c i a l  body") became recognized ,  
c o n s t i t u t e d ,  and e l a b o r a t e d  a s  t h e  main o b j e c t  o f  s c i e n c e ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  
p o l i c y ,  and power. Popula t ion  ( f e r t i l i t y ,  age ,  m o b i l i t y ,  h e a l t h ) ,  economics, 
pover ty ,  c r ime,  educa t ion ,  we l f a r e  became n o t  on ly  t h e  main o b j e c t s  o f  
government a c t i v i t y ,  bu t  a l s o  ;the measure o f  cohesion and s o l i d a r i t y  i n  t h e  
emerging n ine teen th-century  s o c i a l  o rde r .  If we're t o  understand t h e  l a t t e r ,  
it is t o  t h e  new s o c i a l - s c i e n c e  and medico-adminis t ra t ive d i s c o u r s e s ,  t h e i r  
t e chno log ie s ,  and e f f e c t s  t h a t  we must look--to t h e  new knowledges "concerning 
s o c i e t y ,  its h e a l t h  and s i c k n e s s ,  i t s  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e ,  housing and h a b i t s ,  
which served  a s  t h e  b a s i c  c o r e  f o r  t h e  ' s o c i a l  economy' and soc io logy  o f  t h e  
n ine t een th  cen tury" .  [69] I n  t h e  l a t e  n ine t een th  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  
t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  power-producing knowledges t h e n  f u r t h e r  expands--through 
psychia t ry  and pyschology, s o c i a l  work and t h e  we l f a r e  s t a t e ,  you th  p o l i c y ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l  hygiene,  eugen ic s ,  and s o  on. 
A s  Donzelot and o t h e r s  have argued,  t h e  fami ly  becomes a  p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t  
of  such i n t e r v e n t i o n s  and e x p e r t i s e .  Moreover, a s  f e m i n i s t  s c h o l a r s  and 
Foucau l t ' s  own f i n a l  works have shown, s e x u a l i t y  provides  an e s p e c i a l l y  r i c h  
f i e l d  f o r  showing such power r e l a t i o n s  under c o n s t r u c t i o n .  [70] 

This  "d i scu r s ive"  move--from t h e  assumption o f  an o b j e c t i v e  " soc i e ty"  
t o  t h e  s tudy  o f  how t h e  ca tegory  o f  " the  s o c i a l "  was formed--may be t aken  a s  
paradigmatic  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a r e a s ,  and he re  I want t o  cons ide r  b r i e f l y  two 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  p roces s  o f  working-class  formation and t h e  growth o f  
c i t i z e n s h i p  i d e a l s  .in t h e  e a r l y  n ine t een th  c e n t u r y ,  both o f  which have a t t r a c t e d  
some a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  S ince  Thompson it has  been ha rde r  and ha rde r  
t o  p re sen t  t h e  process  o f  working-class  formation a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  unfo ld ing  
of an economic p roces s  and its necessary  e f f e c t s  a t  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i a l  o rganiz-  
a t i o n ,  consc iousness ,  and c u l t u r e .  But nor  can we conduct t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
a n a l y s i s  simply a s  a  p roces s  o f  e m p i r i c a l  d i s agg rega t ion ,  s o  t h a t  a  f u l l e r  
g r a sp  of  t h e  working c l a s s ' s  compos i t iona l  complexi t ies  ( i ts  s e c t i o n a l  v a r i e t y  
a c r o s s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  i t s  i n t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  by h i e r a r c h i e s  o f  s e n i o r i t y ,  
s t a t u s  and s k i l l ,  and its c u l t u r a l  segmentat ion along l i n e s  o f  gender ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
e t h n i c i t y ,  and r a c e )  and t h e  t ime-sca le  o f  i t s  coa lescence  can emerge. To 
understand c l a s s  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r ,  i n  f a c t ,  we have t o  go f u r t h e r  and 
accep t  t h e  i n t r a c t a b l e  methodological  and t h e o r e t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  ana lyz ing  
working-class p o l i t i c s  ( t h e  rise o f  l a b o r  movements and s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s )  
a s  t h e  c a u s a l  exp re s s ion  o f  an economically l oca t ed  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t  and s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r a l  p o s i t i o n ,  indeed t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  e v e r  ach iev ing  h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l  
consensus t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  ( q u i t e  a p a r t  from t h e  ep i s t emolog ica l  problems wi th  
such a  no t ion  o f  s o c i a l  c a u s a l i t y  d i s cus sed  above) .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  c l a s s  
a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  p o s t u l a t e  ( t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  model 
o f  s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y )  was j u s t  a s  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  process  o f  c l a s s  formation a s  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c l a s s  a s  a  demonstrable s o c i a l  f a c t  ( t h e  c r e a t i o n  of new s o c i a l  
p o s i t i o n s  de f ined  by t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  means o f  p roduct ion  o r  some o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l  c r i t e r i a ) .  The ideology o f  c l a s s ,  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  c l a s s  was 
t h e  o rgan iz ing  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  emerging c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s ,  and t h e  growth 
of  s e p c i f i c  p r a c t i c e s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  around t h a t  i n s i s t e n c e  ( l i k e  t r a d e  
unions and s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s ) ,  is arguably a  b e t t e r  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  f o r  t h e  
s tudy  of  c l a s s  formation t h a n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  one of  economics and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  
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because  it was a t  t h i s  d i s c u r s i v e  l e v e l  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of 
class--who g o t  t o  be i n c l u d e d ,  who s e t  t h e  t o n e ,  and who r e c e i v e d  t h e  recogn ized  
voice--was d e f i n e d .  I n  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of a  c l a s s  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  
.from t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y .  C l a s s  emerged a s  a  s e t  o f  d i s c u r s i v e  c l a i m s  
a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  wor ld  s e e k i n g  t o  r e o r d e r  t h a t  wor ld  i n  terms o f  i t s e l f .  

A move o f  t h i s  k ind  h e l p s  u s  f r e e  a n a l y s i s  from t h e  t e l e o l o g y  o f  a  c l a s s  
c o s c i o u s n e s s  t h o u g h t  t o  be  i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t  and 
c l a s s - c o l l e c t i v e  exper ience--and from t h e  need t o  f i n d  s p e c i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
when t h a t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  is  i m p e r f e c t l y ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  a c h i e v e d .  I n d e e d ,  
it c o n v e r t s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  " i n t e r e s t "  i t se l f  i n t o  .a problem, a  d i s c u r s i v e  e f f e c t  
of complex h i s t o r i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  g i v e n ,  c o h e r e n t ,  and a g r e e d  b a s i s  f o r  
a c t i o n  t h a t ' s  c a u s a l l y  p r i o r .  R a t h e r  t h a n  a s k i n g  which work ing-c lass  i n t e r e s t s  
were r e f l e c t e d  i n  which o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and forms o f  a c t i o n  ( s o  t h a t  work ing-c lass  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  becomes e x p r e s s i v e l y  d e r i v e d ) ,  we shou ld  s t a r t  a s k i n g  how t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  work ing-c lass  i n t e r e s t  were p roduced ,  how p a r t i c u l a r  
p r a c t i c e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  encouraged o r  h i n d e r e d  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  
o f  work ing-c lass  i n t e r e s t ,  and how one s p e c i f i c  se t  o f  images o f  what t h e  
working c l a s s  was came t o  be  e n t r e n c h e d .  From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  " i n t e r e s t "  
is  f a r  more a n  e f f e c t  t h a n  a  c a u s e .  

Focusing on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c l a s s  a s  a  s t r u c t u r i n g  and m o t i v a t i n g  
c a t e g o r y  i n  t h i s  way g i v e s  u s  b e t t e r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a r t i a l i t i e s  and i n d e t e r m i n a c i e s  
of c l a s s  f o r m a t i o n  and t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  e x c l u s i o n  on which i ts  s o l i d a r i t i e s  
grew. And i n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  a lways- incomplete  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  which 
t h u s  d e f i n e s  c l a s s  a s  a n  o p e r a t i v e  phenomenon, we s h o u l d  c o n c e n t r a t e  less 
on uncover ing  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  coherence  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  o f  c l a s s  t h a n  on u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h e i r  l i n e s  of f r a c t u r e  and d i f f e r e n c e .  A s  Robbie Gray o b s e r v e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
on Stedman J o n e s '  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  such  l anguage  is " m u l t i - l a y e r e d ,  complex,  
f r a c t u r e d ,  composed o f  i n c o h e r e n c e s  and s i l e n c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  smooth f low 
o f  would-be a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e s " ,  and a s  such  must  be r e a d  f o r  
its e x c l u s i o n s  a s  well a s  f o r  i t s  u n i f y i n g  a p p e a l s .  [71] The most i m p o r t a n t  
and c o n t i n u o u s  o f  s u c h  e x c l u s i o n s  h a s  concerned  women and is  o r d e r e d  a l o n g  
l i n e s  of g e n d e r .  The p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  working c l a s s  a s  it became e l a b o r a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y - - t h e  i d e a l  o f  s k i l l e d  male worker  i n  i n d u s t r y - - r e s t e d  
on p o w e r f u l l y  d ichotomous assumpt ions  a b o u t  what it meant t o  be  a  man o r  woman. 
Those a s s u m p t i o n s  were  o r d e r e d  i n t o  a  p e r v a s i v e  dua l i sm t h a t  a l i g n e d  men w i t h  
t h e  w o r l d s  o f  work and t h e  p u b l i c  domain o f  p o l i t i c s  and women w i t h  t h e  home 
and t h e  p r i v a t e  r e a l m  o f  d o m e s t i c i t y ,  t h e  one  a  s i t e  o f  c o n t r o l  and r a t i o n a l i t y ,  
t h e  o t h e r  a  s i t e  o f  a f f e c t  and s u b o r d i n a t i o n .  I n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  l anguage  o f  
c l a s s  were d e f i n i t e  n o t i o n s  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  and f e m i n i n i t y  which l i m i t e d  "women's 
a c c e s s  t o  knowledge, s k i l l  and independen t  p o l i t i c a l  s u b j e c t i v i t y " .  [72] 
Consequen t ly ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  and f a m i l y  can  't be b r a c k e t e d  
from an a c c o u n t  of t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  f o r m a t i o n .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s u c h  a  way t h a t  it d i d  work 
t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  o f  f a m i l y  f rom t h e  w o r l d s  o f  work and c l a s s - - t h e  
g e n d e r i n g  o f  c l a s s  f o r m a t i o n - - a c t u a l l y  had a  power fu l  impac t  on how work ing-c lass  
i d e n t i t y  came t o  be u n d e r s t o o d .  Moreover, t h e  f i x i n g  o f  c l a s s  i d e n t i t y  i n  
t h i s  way presupposed t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Such a  
f i x i n g  presumed, i n d e e d  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  s i l e n c i n g  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  meanings t h a t  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  outgrow i ts  terms. I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  " c l a s s " ,  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  
m a r g i n a l i z e s  t h e  r o l e  o f  women t h r o u g h  t h e  f i x i t y  o f  i ts  assumpt ions  i n  t h i s  
way. It seems t o  me enormously i m p o r t a n t  t o '  uncover  such  s t r u c t u r e s  and t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n  and c o n v e r t  t h e  assumed meanings o f  c l a s s  i n t o  a  problem. I t 's  v i t a l ,  
i n  o t h e r  words ,  t o  u p s e t  t h e  u n i t y  o f  meaning. 



I n  f a c t ,  we need a n  o p p o s i n g  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  which s t r e s s e s  i ts  
n o n - f i x i t y  and s e e s  it as an u n s t a b l e  o r d e r i n g  o f  m u l t i p l e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  whose 
p r o v i s i o n a l  u n i t y  is  managed d i s c u r s i v e l y  t h r o u g h  l anguage  and i s  o n l y  e v e r  
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h r o u g h  i n c o m p l e t e l y  o r d e r e d  f a c t o r s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  If t h e  purpose  
is t o  unders tand  t h e  ways i n  which p r o c e s s e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  of e x c l u s i o n  have 
o r d e r e d  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  c l a s s ,  t h e n  overcoming s u c h  e x c l u s i o n s  
means r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i n d e t e r m i n a t e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  i d e n t i t y .  How we s e e  
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a c t i o n ,  and how we a r e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e n a ,  
is n o t  f i x e d .  We r e c o g n i z e  o u r s e l v e s  v a r i o u s l y - - a s  c i t i z e n s ,  a s  w o r k e r s ,  
a s  p a r e n t s ,  a s  consumers ,  a s  e n t h u s i a s t s  f o r  s p o r t s  o r  h o b b i e s ,  a s  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e v e r s ,  and s o  on;  t h o s e  r e c o g n i t i o n s  a r e  i n f l e c t e d  w i t h  power r e l a t i o n s  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s ;  and t h e y  a r e  h e a v i l y  gendered by assumpt ions  d e f i n i n g  
u s  a s  women o r  men. A t  o n e  l e v e l ,  t h i s  complexi ty  and n o n - f i x i t y  o f  s u b j e c t  
p o s i t i o n s  is  a  b a n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  But t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  is t h a t  p o l i t i c s  
is u s u a l l y ~ c o n d u c t e d  a s  i f  i d e n t i t y  is  f i x e d .  The i s s u e  t h e n  becomes: on 
what b a s e s ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a n d . a t  d i f f e r e n t  times, d o e s  i d e n t i t y ' s  
n o n - f i ~ i t y  become t e m p o r a r i l y  f i x e d  i n  such  a  way t o  e n a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
groups  t o  behave a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k ind  o f  agency ,  p o l i t i c a l  o r  o t h e r w i s e ?  
How do peop le  become shaped  i n t o  a c t i n g  s u b j e c t s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  wavs? I n  effect. ~ o l i t i c s  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  " d o m e s t i c a t e  
t h e '  i n f i n i t u d e "  b f  i d e n t i t y .  [73] ' It i s  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  hegemonize i d e n t i t y ,  
t o  o r d e r  it i n t o  s t r o n g  programmatic.commitments. If i d e n t i t y  i s  d e - c e n t e r e d ,  
p o l i t i c s  is  a b o u t  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  a  c e n t e r .  

To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  work ing-c lass  f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  power o f  
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  between t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and t h e  1930s  ( r e a c h i n g  
a  long  denouement i n  o u r  own t i m e )  was i ts  a b i l i t y  t o  h a r n e s s  p o p u l a r  i d e n t i t i e s  
t o  a  simng c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  working c l a s s - - t h a t  i s ,  t o  c o n s t r u c t  p o p u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  agency around t h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  c l a s s  i n  i ts  c l a s s i c a l  g e n d e r e d ,  
s k i l l e d ,  n a t i o n a l l y - b o u n d e d ,  i n d u s t r i a l  s e n s e .  Now, i n  a l l  p e r i o d s  and 
p l a c e s  such p a r t i e s  were  a l w a y s  more complex i n  t h e i r  s o c i o l o g y  t h a n  t h i s ,  
whether  i n  membership, s u p p o r t ,  o r  a p p e a l .  They m o b i l i z e d  w o r k e r s ,  even  
i n  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  h i g h l y  uneven ly ;  and t h e y  a lways  i n t e g r a t e d  
wider  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a c e  around t h e  male ,  s k i l l e d ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and 
e t h n i c  c o r e ,  whe the r  t h e s e  o t h e r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  were w o r k i n g - c l a s s  i n  t h e  ' 
f u l l e r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s e n s e  ( e . g .  women, t h e  u n s k i l l e d ,  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  
e t c . )  o r  n o t  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  a t  a l l  a s  t h a t  was c l a s s i c a l l y  unders tood  ( l i k e  
d i s s e n t i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  c l e r i c a l  and 
o t h e r  w h i t e - c o l l a r  w o r k e r s ,  shopkeepers  and o t h e r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  i n  
work ing-c lass  ne ighborhoods ,  and s o  o n ) .  Moreover, s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s  were  
a lways  a c t i v e  i n  "non-c lass"  ways ,  working t h r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  r h e t o r i c  of 
d e m o c r a t i c  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  and e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  a s  much a s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  l anguage  o f  s o c i a l i s m  p e r  se. But p rogrammat ica l ly ,  t h e  c e n t e r i n g  of 
t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  around t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c l a s s  is  c l e a r  enough. And c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
i d e n t i t y  i n  t h a t  way h a s  its c o s t s .  It i n v o l v e s  a  r e d u c t i o n  t o  c l a s s .  It 
i n v o l v e s  e x c l u s i o n s  and n e g l e c t s .  The p o s i t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward  t h e  working 
c l a s s  presumed a  n e g a t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  o thers- -and n o t  j u s t  t o  o t h e r  c l a s s e s ,  
b u t  t o  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  w o r k e r s  t o o  ( e . g .  t h e  unorgan ized ,  t h e  rough and u n r e s p e c t a b l e ,  
t h e  c r i m i n a l ,  t h e  f r i v o l o u s ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s l y  d e v o u t ,  t h e  e t h n i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  
and o f  c o u r s e  t h e  f e m a l e ) ,  and t o  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  i n  e f f e c t  
a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  i d e n t i t y  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  be d i s c i p l i n e d  i n t o  a  h i g h l y  c e n t e r e d  
n o t i o n  o f  c l a s s - p o l i t i c a l  agency .  Moreover,  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h a t  space - - the  
s p a c e  d e f i n e d  by t h e s e  " o t h e r "  i d e n t i t i e s - - p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  o t h e r  
l a b o r s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  o c c u r ,  coming from t h e  s t a t e ,  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  
t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  commercia l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  and s o  on. 



Thus t h e  " u n i t y "  of t h e  working c l a s s ,  though  p o s t u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and i ts  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  is a - n e v e r - a t t a i n a b l e  o b j e c t  
of  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a  f i c t i v e  agency ,  a  c o n t i n g e n ~ y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  
Moreover,  n o t i o n s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  can  be s i m i l a r l y  d e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
if we push t h e s e  back t o  t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l l y  a c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s u b j e c t  
u s u a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h o u g h t  descend ing  from t h e  En l igh tenment .  
It h a s  become a  commonplace o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  t h a t  modern p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  
i s  h i g h l y  gendered i n  i ts  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Enl ightenment  
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  l a t e r  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when t h e  key e l e m e n t s  o f  l i b e r a l  and 
d e m o c r a t i c  d i s c o u r s e  were first composed. I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  
moment o f  modern p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  was i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e d  by newly conceived 
o r  r e a r r a n g e d  assumpt ions  a b o u t  woman and man: t h i s  was n o t  o n l y  v i s i b l e  i n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l e g a l  c o d e s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  o r d e r e d  
t h e  h i g h e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s c o u r s e  around t h e  u n i v e r s a l s  o f  r e a s o n ,  law,  
and n a t u r e ,  grounding t h i s  i n  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  sys tem o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  g e n d e r .  The new c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  " p u b l i c  man" and h i s  " v i r t u e "  was e l a b o r a t e d  
v i a  a  s e r i e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n s  t o  " f e m i n i n i t y " ,  which bo th  drew upon o l d e r  n o t i o n s  
o f  d o m e s t i c i t y  and women's p l a c e  and r a t i o n a l i z e d  them i n t o  a  s e t  o f  f o r m a l  
c l a i m s  c o n c e r n i n g  woman's " n a t u r e " .  A t  t h e  most  fundamenta l  l e v e l ,  s p e c i f i c  
c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  "womanness" d e f i n e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  be ing  a  "man", s o  t h a t  
t h e  n a t u r a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l i t y  and d e s i r e  w i t h  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a l lowed  
t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  modern 
p o l i t i c s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  was c o n s t i t u t e d  " a s  a  r e l a t i o n  o f  gender" .  [74] 
I n  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  1780s  and 1790s  r e a s o n  w a s ~ o u n t e r p o s e d  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  
t o  " S e m i n i n i t y ,  i f  by t h e  l a t t e r  we mean ( a s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  d i d )  p l e a s u r e ,  
p l a y ,  e r o t i c i s m ,  a r t i f i c e ,  s t y l e ,  p o l i t e s s e ,  r e f i n e d  f a c a d e s ,  and p a r t i c u l -  
a r i t y " .  1751 Then, i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n ,  
women were  t o  be s i l e n c e d  t o  a l l o w  mascu l ine  speech-- in  t h e  l anguage  o f  reason--  
f u l l  re-in.  Toge the r  w i t h  o t h e r s  ( c l a s s ,  r a c e ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a g e ,  
e t c . ) ,  g e n d e r  and s e x u a l  i d e n t i t y  were t h e  p o w e r f u l  e x c l u s i o n s  from which 
t h e  modern p o l i t i c a l  s u b j e c t  became formed--indeed,  which a l lowed  t h a t  i d e a  
o f  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t i v i t y  first t o  emerge. 

." 
 here i s  no need t o  e x p l i c a t e  t h i s  f u r t h e r .  The p o i n t  is t o  s u g g e s t  how 

p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c u r s i v e  formations--whose emergence and e l a b o r a t i o n  can  be c a r e f u l l y  
l o c a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y - - a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  c e n t r a l l y  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  
i n  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  s o c i a l ,  
c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  environment  i n  which p e o p l e  a c t e d  and t h o u g h t ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  b e i n g  p r e d i c a t e d  on " e x p e r i e n c e "  o r  f o l l o w i n g  u n p r o b l e m a t i c a l l y  from a  
s o c i a l  c a u s e .  The n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i s c o u r s e  of c i t i z e n s h i p ,  no less t h a n  
t h e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  c l a s s - c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y ,  were immensely complex 
and p o w e r f u l  f o r m a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  which f i n e l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  wor ld  and s t r u c t u r e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  what cou ld  and c o u l d  n o t  
be  t h o u g h t .  Gender was c r u c i a l  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n i n g  and con ta inment  
of o n e ' s  c l a s s  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  endowment and d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  o n e ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  c a p a c i t i e s .  Recent f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y - h a s  a c u t e l y  s e n s i t i z e d  u s  t o  
t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  and assumpt ions  which r e g u l a t e  a c c e s s  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  v o i c e .  
On t h e  one  hand,  t h e r e  is  t h e  s y n t h e s i z i n g  c r i t i q u e  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  
f i g u r e  o f  European p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  from Hobbes t h r o u g h  Locke t o  t h e  Enl ightenment  
and beyond. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  women a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n f i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  household:  
"Within  t h i s  s p h e r e ,  women's f u n c t i o n s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g ,  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  and 
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  household  a r e  deemed t o  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  u n r e a s o n ,  d i s o r d e r l i n e s s  
and ' c l o s e n e s s '  t o  n a t u r e .  Women and t h e  d o m e s t i c  s p h e r e  a r e  viewed a s  i n f e r i o r  
t o  t h e  male-dominated ' p u b l i c '  !world o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  and i ts  c u l t u r e ,  p r o p e r t y ,  



s o c i a l  power, r e a s o n  and freedom". [76] But on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  b e a u t y  
o f  r e c e n t  work is  t o  have shown how t h i s  p a t t e r n  of s u b o r d i n a t i o n  w a s . r e f o r m u l a t e d  
and r e c h a r g e d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  tha t : :ma jo r  p o l i t i c a l  ca tac lysm-- the  French 
Revolut ion-- through which t h e  i d e a l  o f  human emanc ipa t ion  was o t h e r w i s e ' r a d i c a l l y  
e n l a r g e d .  I n  o t h e r ' w o r d s ,  t h e  emerging l i b e r a l  model of r a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
exchange was no.t j ' u s t  v i t i a t e d  by p e r s i s t i n g  p a t r i a r c h a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  a n  o l d e r  
s o r t ;  t h e  ve ry  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  p u b l i c  s p h e r e  was i t se l f  shaped  by 
a  new e x c l u s i o n a r y  d i s c o u r s e  d i r e c t e d  a t  women. 

I n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  e x c l u s i o n a r y  t r e a t m e n t  o f  women, s u c h  work is a l s o  
s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  terms o f  t h e  s t o r y - - e n a b l i n g  n o t  j u s t  t h e  r e t r i e v a l  
of a p r e v i o u s l y  n e g l e c t e d  a s p e c t ,  b u t  a  se t  o f  i n s i g h t s  t h a t  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  
r e c o n s t r u c t s  o u r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  whole .  T h e r e  a r e  now r i c h  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  
a  v a r i e t y  o f  f i e l d s  t o  t h i s  effect. Thus Davidoff  and H a l l  have shown how 
c l a s s i c a l  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  and p o l i t i c s  no . l e s s  t h a n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
work ing-c lass  p r e s e n c e  were a l s o  produced by gendered p r o c e s s e s  o f  c l a s s  
f o r m a t i o n .  They stress b o t h  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  importance  o f  g e n d e r  ( i . e .  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e )  i n  t h e  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  s o c i a l  wor ld  v i a  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n s  o f  f a m i l y  and d o m e s t i c i t y  
and p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e s  o f  consumpt ion ,  - and t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  between 
t h i s  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e  and t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i f e  and p o l i t i c s ,  
i n  which t h e  l a t t e r  b o t h  r e f l e c t e d  and a c t i v e l y  reproduced  t h e  gendered  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
o f  c l a s s  i d e n t i t y  g e n e r a t e d  between home and work. The remarkable-associa t ional  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s t r i c t l y  demarcated t h e  r o l e s  o f  women 
and men v i a  a  mobi le  r e p e r t o i r e  of i d e o l o g i e s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  which c o n s i s t e n t l y  
a s s i g n e d  women t o  a  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  p r i v a t e e s p h e r e ,  "having a t  most  a  s u p p o r t i v e  
r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  expand ing  p o l i t i c a l  wor ld  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  husbands  
and b r o t h e r s " .  [77] Moreover,  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  spheres--between t h e  mascu l ine  
r e a l m  o f  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  f e m i n i n e  r e a l m  o f t h e  home, which c e r t a i n l y  
d i d n ' t  p r e c l u d e  (and was f i n e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h )  r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  
between b u s i n e s s / o c c u p a t i o n  and h o u s e h o l d ,  and engendered a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t i o n  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e  p r i v a t e  fo r  t h e  emergent  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  bourgeo i s i e - -was  
r e p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  working c l a s s ,  a s  workdon Char t i sm and 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s o c i a l i s t  movements and t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  working 
c l a s s  h a s  amply shown. [78] 

I n  t h i s  p a p e r  I have t r i e d  t o  t a k e  ' s t o c k  o f  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  n o t  
t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a c c u r a t e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  r e c e n t . . w o r k ,  b u t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  o f  
c u r r e n t . d i r e c t i o n .  However, w h i l e  t h e  1970s  were still c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  
s e n s e  o f  fo rward  movement, b o r n e  by t h e  u n l i m i t e d  power o f  s o c i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  
t h e  1980s- .have s e e n  f a r  more a  mood o f : . u n c e r t a i n t y  and f l u x .  As I ' v e  s u g g e s t e d ,  
t h i s  is  p a r t l y  a y g e n e r a t i o n a l  s t o r y ,  a s  one p a r t  o f  t h e  s ixt ies s o c i a l . : - h i s t o r y  
c o h o r t . - h a s  d e t a c h e d  i t se l f  f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n s e n s u s  ( a s  we c a n  
minimal ly  c a l l  i t )  t o  p u r s u e  t h e . : a n t i - r e d u c t i o n i s t  l o g i c  o f  s t r u c t w r a l i s t  and 
p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t h e o r y ,  l e a v i n g  a n o t h e r  p a r t  (p robab ly  t h e  m a j o r i t y )  i n  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i sa r ray- - some d o g m a t i c a l l y  r e a f f i r m i n g  o l d e r  p o s i t i o n s  (which- .  
I ' v e  t e n d e d  t o  c a l l  " c l a s s i c a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s t " ) ,  some o p t i n g  f o r  a  more e c l e c t i c  
and a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  and many more c o n t i n u i n g  
i n  t h e i r  hard-won s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  1970s.  A t  t h e  r i s k  o f  
o v e r - s i m p l i f y i n g ,  I t e n d  t o  see two main t r i b u t a r i e s  among Engl i sh - speak ing  
s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n :  one t h e  l a r g e  corpus  o f  B r i t i s h  
p o s t - A l t h u s s e r i a n  Marxism/post-Marxism ( i n c l u d i n g  a  s e p a r a t e  b u t  convergen t .  
feminism);  and t h e  o t h e r  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  North American impact  o f  d e c o n s t r u c t i v e  
l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  media ted  t h r o u g h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f e m i n i s t  d i s c u s s i o n .  



(Where t h i s  l e a v e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  isi..less c l e a r ) .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  r a d i c a l  p r e s s u r e  o f  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  s e e m s . t o  me t o  be  p r imary .  
A t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n  i t s  amorphous b u t  a g g r a n d i z i n g  form o f  t h e  
1970s  h a s  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t :  it h a s  l o s t  i t s  coherence  a s  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l l p r o j e c t  
(which d e r i v e d ,  I s u g g e s t e d ,  f rom t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  s o c i a 1 . d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  a  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  t o t a l i t y ;  bo th  o f  
which have been s u b j e c t e d  t o  compel l ing  c r i t i q u e ) ;  and it h a s  l o s t  its p r e s t i g e  
a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  more r a d i c a l ,  i n n o v a t i v e ,  and e x p e r i m e n t a l  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s p i r i t s  i n - : t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  
b e i n g  r e c r u i t e d .  The "new c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y "  or c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  is c u r r e n t l y  
t a k i n g  i ts  p l a c e .  

I d o n ' t  see t h i s  a s  a crisis or c a u s e  f o r  r e g r e t .  There  is c e r t a i n l y  
no s h o r t a g e  o f  v o i c e s  who do.  I n  t h e  most  r ecen t - -and  book-length--example,  
Bryan Palmer  denounces t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n  a s  "unmistakably  a n  a d v e r s a r y  manouver" 
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  and s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  It r e p r e s e n t s  a  
" h e d o n i s t i c  d e s c e n t  i n t o  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  d i s c o u r s e s  t h a t  d e c e n t e r  t h e  world  
i n  a  c h a o t i c  d e n i a l  o f  any acknowledgement o f  t a n g i b l e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  power 
and  comprehensions  o f  meaning"; a  " r e d u c t i o n  o f  a n a l y s i s  and t h e o r y  t o  t h e  
puns  and word games o f : ; s c h o l a s t i c  p r e t e n s i o n " ;  and "a m e s s i a n i c  faddism" which 
h a s  d i s a s t r o u s l y  c a p t u r e d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s .  [79] P a l m e r ' s  
i s  t r u l y  a  b i z a r r e  book, o s c i l l a t i n g  a b r u p t l y  between s y m p a t h e t i c  e x e g e s e s  
o f  p o s t . - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  on t h e  
o n e  hand and w i l d  condemnat ions  on t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h e  end ,  for  Palmer t h e  
l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  i n  " . . . m a p ,  a  k ind  o f  academic 
wordplaying w i t h  no p o s s i b l e  l i n k  t o  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  p s e u d o - i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e d  
g h e t t o e s  o f  t h e  most s e l f - p r o m o t i o n a l l y  avan t -ga rde  e n c l a v e s  o f  t h a t  b a s t i o n  
o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s m ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y " .  [a01 A g a i n s t  t h i s  k ind  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p o l i c e  l ac t ion  ("These a r e ' r e f u s a l s  t h a t  must  b e . h a c k ,  :!find made c l e a r l y n - + b u t  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  what a u t h o p i t y ? ) ,  w h i c h - . i s . d e p r e s s i n g l g  r e m i n i s c e n t l o f  t h e  w o r s t  
e x c e s s e s  o f  Edward Thompson's The .Pover ty  of Theory and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  d e b a t e ,  
we s h o u l d  i n s i s t  on t h e  need f o r  p l u r a l i s m .  .And t h a t  is t h e  n o t e  on which - 
I p r e f e r  t o  end.  Whether i n d i v i d u a l l y  we d e c i d e  t o  t a k e  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t u r n .  
o r  n o t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  r emain  a d i v e r s i t y  o f  h i s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and a s  
i n  p r a c t i c e  t h e r e  is no way- o f  f i n a l l y  r e s o l v i n g  t h e s e  d e b a t e s  s h o r t  of d r i v i n g  
t h e  opponen t s  from t h e  f i e l d  and b u r n i n g  t h e i r  books ,  t h e  b e s t  we can a s k  
is openness  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  s e r i o u s n e s s  i n  t h e  exchange.  U n d e r s t a n d i n g . a d v a n c e s  
t h r o u g h  c o n f l i c t  and t h e  p o l e m i c a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  But i n  t h e  
end it is t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t i h a v e  t o  r e m a i n .  
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and H a l l  and Ryan mentioned i n  no te  26 above. I should a l s o  acknowledge 
two unpublished papers  by my co l league  Kathleen Canning, "Rethinking 
German Labor His tory :  Gender and t h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  C la s s  Formation", 
and "Gender and t h e  C u l t u r e  o f  Work i n  t h e  Kaiser re ich" .  Again, t h e  
impact o f  t h i s  work on more orthodox d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  c l a s s  format ion ,  
even where t h e s e  p r o f e s s  some commitment t o  innovat ion ,  shou%dnJ t- be 
o v e r s t a t e d .  See ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  volume e d i t e d  by I r a  
Katznelson and A r i s t i d e  R .  Zolberg,  Working-Class Formation. Nineteenth- 
Century P a t t e r n s  i n  Western Europe and t h e  United S t a t e s  (P r ince ton ,  
1986) ,  where gender r e l a t i o n s  a r e  g l a r i n g  i n  t h e i r  absence ( a p a r t -  from 
a- lamely exculpa tory  f o o t n o t e  on t h e  second page o f  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
P': 4 )  

E.g. Joan B .  Landes, Women and t h e  P u b l i c  Sphere i n  t h e  Age o f  t h e  
French Revolut ion ( I t h a c a ,  1988);  Caro le  Pateman, The Sexual  Cont rac t  
(Cambridge, 1988);  Jean  Bethke E l s h t a i n ,  Publ ic .  Man, P r i v a t e  Woman: 
Women i n  S o c i a l  and P o l i t i c a l  Thought (P r ince ton ,  1981);  E l l e n  Kennedy 
and Susan Mendus ( e d s . ) ,  Women i n  Western P o l i t i c a l  Philosophy: Kant 
t o  Nietzsche (New York, 1987) ;  H a r r i e t  B .  Applewhite and Dar l i ne  G .  
Levy ( e d s . ) ,  Women and P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  Age o f  t h e  Democratic Revolution 
(Ann Arbor, 1- 
Sex, C la s s  and P o l i t i c a l  Cu l tu re  (London and New Haven, 1989); Cather  
H a l l ,  " P r i v a t e  Persons ve r sus  Pub l i c  Someones: C l a s s ,  Gender and 
P o l i t i c s  i n  Enqland, 1780-1850", i n  Carolyn Steedman, Cathy Urwin 

i n e  

and V a l e r i e  ~ a i k e r d i n e  ( eds .  ) , Language, Gender and Childhood (London, 
1985) ,  pp. 10-33. 

32. This  has  become an a r e a  o f  g r e a t  a c t i v i t y ,  most o f  which, however, 
is s t r o n a l v   resent-based. Much.of the : rnos lx in te res t inq  work can be ~ ~ 

- 4 , ,  

- found i n  a range o f  new j o u r n a l s ,  i nc lud ing  New  orm mat ions [l987-1, B l m k  [19A-891 
Cul tura  1 Studies [1987-I , Social' Text [1982-] , Cultinal Critiqe [1985--] , ' -ions [l983-] , 
m; Culture, and- -y [lS%], . a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  women's s t u d i e s  j o u r n a l s .  
But a s e l e c t i v e  l ist  o f  key' works might i n c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing:  Laura 
Mulvey, V i sua l  and Other  P l ea su re s  (Bloomington and I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  
1989) ;  J u d i t h  m n g  Pas s ions .  The Dynamics o f  Popular  
Cu l tu re  (London, 1986) ;  Rosalind Coward, Female Des i res .  How They 
Are Sought,  Bought and Packaged (London, 1984);  Lor ra ine  Gamman and 
M a r g a r e t ~ e m a l e  Gaze. Women a s  Viewers o f  Popular 
Cul ture  (London, 1988) ;  J a n i c e  Radway, Reading t h e  Romance: Women, 
Pa t r i a r chy  and Popular  C u l t u r e  (Chapel H i l l ,  1984);  Tania Modleski,  
Loving wi th  a Vengeance,: Mass-Produced F a n t a s i e s  f o r  Women ( N e w  York, 

. 1982) ;  E. Ann Kaplan, "Gender Address and t h e  Gaze i n  MTV", i n  Rocking . 

Around t h e  Clock. Music T e l e v i s i o n ,  Postmodernism, and Consumer Cul ture  
(New York and London, 1987) ,  pp. 89-142. Conceptual ly ,  such work 



can be used h i s t o r i c a l l y  t o  e x c e l l e n t  e f f e c t .  For two examples r e l a t i n g  
t o  f i l m :  P a t r i c e  P e t r o ,  J o y l e s s  S t r e e t s .  Women and Melodramatic- 
Representa t ion  i n  Weimar Germany (P r ince ton ,  1989);  Annette Kuhn, 
Cinema, Censorship and S e x u a l i t y ,  1909-1925 (London, 1990).  For 
an example o f  an o l d e r  gen re ,  e x c e l l e n t  o f  i t s  k ind ,  which t r e a t s  f i l m  
e x e g e t i c a l l y  a s  a sou rce  o f  s o c i a l  commentary, but  from which b o t h  women 
a s  such and t h e  new c u l t u r a l  t heo ry  a r e  a b s e n t ,  s e e  P e t e r  S t ead ,  Film 
and t h e  Working C la s s .  The Fea ture  Film i n  B r i t i s h  and American S o c i e t y  
(London, 1989) .  S t e a d ' s  book f a l l s  recognizably  wi th in  t h e  1960s/70s 
problematic  o f  l e f t - i n c l i n e d  B r i t i s h  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  doubly c o n s t i t u t e d  
by t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  The Making o f  t h e  Engl ish Working C la s s  and C u l t u r e  
and Soc i e ty ,  with a l l  i ts  v i r t u e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s ,  which i n c l u d e  t h e  
by-now f a m i l i a r  innocence on ques t i ons  o f  gender.  H i s t o r i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  newer c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  can s t i l l  be found most f r e q u e n t l y  
i n  f i l m  j o u r n a l s  such a s  Screen (1959--) and Jump Cut (1974--). For 
an important  c r i t i q u e ,  which b r ings  c u r r e n t  pe r spec t ives  t o  bea r  on 
t h e  c u l t u r a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  d e r i v i n g  from Thompson and Williams'  e a r l y  
works, s e e  J u l i a  Swindel l s  and Lisa  J a r d i n e ,  What's Lef t?  Women i n  
Cu l tu re  and t h e  Labour Movement (London, 1990) .  

See i n  p a r t i c u l a r :  Renate Br iden tha l ,  Atine.Grossmann, and Marion 
Kaplan ( e d s . ) ,  When Biology became Dest iny.  Women i n  Weimar and Nazi 
Germany (New York, 1984) ;  and Maria-Antonietta Macciocchi, "Female 
Sexua l i t y  i n  F a s c i s t  Ideo logy" ,  t o g e t h e r  with Jane Caplan 's  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
Feminis t  Review. 1 (19791. DD. 67-82. 59-66. Klaus Thewe le i t ' s  
P 
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ex t r ao rd ina ry  Male F a n t a s i e s , .  2 v o l s .  (Minneapolis,  1987, 1988) ,  
is  an i n d i s p e n s i b l e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t .  For a good way-in t o  c u r r e n t  work. 
on m a s c u l i n i t y ,  see ~owena-chapman and ~ o n a t h a n  ~ u t h e r f o r d  (eds  . ) , 
Male Order.  Unwrapping Mascul in i ty  (London, 1988) ,  and t h e  rev iew 
e s says  by John Tosh, Michael Roper and Joseph Bris tow,  HWJ, 29 (Spr ing  
1990) ,  pp. 184-93. Homi K .  Bhabha ( e d . ) ,  Nation and Narra t ion  (London, 
1990) ,  is  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  on t h e  gender  f r o n t .  

A good example of  t h e  cont inuous  r educ t ion  o f  family h i s t o r y  t o  t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  and p rocedura l  parameters  o f  a demographic problemat ic ,  however 
compelling t h o s e  impera t ives  may be i n  t h e i r  own te rms ,  s e e  t h e  response  
of Houston and Smith t o  Chaytor ' s  d i s s e n t i n g  a r t i c l e :  Miranda Chaytor ,  
"Household and Kinship:  Ryton i n  t h e  Late  S ix t een th  and Early Seventeenth  
Centur ies" ,  - HWJ, 1 0  (Autumn 1980) ,  pp. 25-60; Rab Houston and Richard 
Smith,  "A New Approach t o  Family His tory?" ,  H W J ,  14  (Autumn 1982) ,  
pp. 120-31. For s u g g e s t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  how r e c e n t  t heo ry  might a l l ow  
t h e  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  fami ly  t o  be ( d e / r e ) c o n s t r u c t e d ,  s e e  
Michkle B a r r e t t  and Marv McIntosh. The Anti-Social  Family (London, 
1982) ,  and Denise ~ i l e ; ,  War i n ' t h e  Nursery. Theor ies  bf ' t h e  c h i l d  
and Mother (London, 1983) .  B a r r e t t  and McIntosh provide a u s e f u l  c r i t i q u e  
o f  an i n f l u e n t i a l  , p o s t - ~ o u c a u l d i a n  t e x t ,  Jacques bonze lo t ,  The P o l i c i n g  
o f  Fami l ies  (New York, 1979): Ant i -Soc ia l  Family, pp. 95-105. 

The phrase  i s  t aken  from Joan S c o t t ' s  a l ready-seminal  e s s a y ,  "Gender: 
A Useful Category o f  H i s t o r i c a l  Ana lys i s " ,  i n  Gender and t h e  P o l i t i c s  
of H i s to ry ,  pp. 28-50. The new j o u r n a l ,  Gender and His tory  (1989--),  
w i l l  be very impor tan t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

36. The first o f  F o u c a u l t ' s  works t o  be t r a n s l a t e d  was Madness and C i v i l i z a t i o n .  
A His tory  o f  I n s a n i t y  i n  t h e  Age of  Reason (New York, 1965) ,  fol lowed 
by The Order o f  Th ings .  An Archaeology of  t h e  Human Sc iences  (London, 1970) ,  



and The Archaeology of Knowledge (London, 1972). The other works fol lowed 
w i t h  increas ing r a p i d i t y ,  u n t i l  by t he  end o f  the  1970s a l l  were ava i lab le  
(apart  from vo ls .  2 and 3 of The H is to ry  o f  Sexual i ty ,  ye t  t o  be publ ished 
i n  French), i n c l ud i ng  th ree  co l l ec t i ons  o f  in terv iews and essays, the  
best  o f  which i s  Co l i n  Gordon (ed.), Power/Knowledge: Selected In terv iews 
and Other Wr i t ings 1972-1977 by Miche l  Foucault  (Brighton, 1980). Quite 
remarkably, i n  re t rospec t ,  t he  rush o f  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  works around 
crime, law, and punishment i n  t he  1970s seems t o  have been innocent 
o f  Foucaul t 's  i n f l uence :  e.g. Douglas Hay, Peter Linebaugh and Edward 
P. Thompson (eds.), A lb ion 's  F a t a l  Tree: Crime and Society i n  Eighteenth- 
Century England (London, 1975); Edward P. Thompson, Whigs and Hunters. 
The Or ig ins  o f  t he  Black Act (London, 1975); V i c t o r  A. C. G a t r e l l ,  
Geoffrey Parker and Bruce Lenman (eds.), Crime and t h e  Law: The Soc ia l  
H is to ry  o f  Crime i n  Western Europe s ince 1500 (London, 1980); Michael 
I g n a t i e f f ,  A Just  Measure o f  Pain: The Peni tent ia ry  i n  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
Revolut ion ( ~ o n d d 0 - 1 8 0 0  
(London, 1977); John Brewer and John Sty les  (eds.), An Ungovernable , 

People: The Engl ish  and t h e i r  Law i n  t h e  Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 
(London, 1980); V i c t o r  Ba i ley  (ed.) ,  Po l i c i ng  and Punishment i n  Nineteenth- 
Century B r i t a i n  (London, 1981); A. P. Donajgrodzki (ed.), Soc ia l  Cont ro l  
Cont ro l  i n  Nineteenth-Centurv B r i t a i n  (London. 1977). For a l a t e r  c o l l e c t i o n  - -  - - - - -  

which p a r t i a l l y  r e g i s t e r s  t he  in te rven ing  impact o f  Foucault, see Stanley 
Cohen i n d  ~ n d r k w   cull (eds.) , Soc ia l  c i n t r b l  and t he  State.  ~ i s t o r i c a l -  
and Comparative Essays (Oxford, 1983), esp. Michael I g n a t i e f f ,  "State, 
C i v i l  Society and T o t a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s :  A C r i t i que  o f  Recent Soc ia l  H i s t o r i es  
o f  Punishment" (pp. 75-105), and David Ingleby,  "Mental Heal th and 
Soc ia l  Order" (pp. 141-88), t he  two essays t h a t  respond d i r e c t l y  t o  
Foucault. On t h e  o ther  hand, two recent  co l l ec t i ons  i n  non-Br i t i sh  
f i e l d s ,  p ioneer ing in te rven t ions  i n  emp i r i ca l  terms, manage t o  preserve 
t h e i r  innocence: Richard J. Evans (ed.) ,  The German Underworld. Deviants 
and Outcasts i n  German H is to ry  (London, 1988); and Francis Snyder and 
Douglas Hay (eds.),  Labour, Law, and Crime. An H i s t o r i c a l  Perspective 
(London, 1987). For an ea r l y  t e x t  which d i d  r e g i s t e r  t h e  in f luence  
o f  Foucault, though mainly v i a  a more,general engagement w i t h  French 
h i s t o r y  and philosophy o f  science, notably t h a t  o f  Gaston Bachelard, 
see ~ e l t h  ~ r i b e ,   and, Labour and ~conomic  Discourse (London, 1978) ; 
and f o r  a more recent  d i r e c t  resDonse. P a t r i c i a  O'Brien. "Michel Foucaul t 's  
H is to ry  of Cu l ture" ,  i n  Lynn H U ~  (ed. ) , The New c u l t u r a l  H is to ry  (Berkeley 
and Los Angeles, 1989), pp. 25-46. 

37. See esp. Je f f r ey  Weeks, "Foucault f o r  H is tor ians" ,  - HWJ, 14 (Autumn 
1982), pp. 106-119, wh i le  t he  growing recogn i t i on  o f  Foucaul t 's  c e n t r a l i t y  
may be use fu l l y  t racked through weeks'-own works: Coming Out. Homosexual 
P o l i t i c s  i n  B r i t a i n  from the  Nineteenth Century t o  t he  Present (London, 
1977): Sex. P o l i t i c s  and Societv. The R e ~ u l a t i o n  o f  Sexual i tv  s ince 
1800'  ondo don, 1981) ; Sexual i ty  and i t s  ~i;contents. ~ e a n i n ~ s ;  Myths 
and Modern Sexua l i t i es  (London, 1985); and Sexual i ty  (London, 1986). 
See a lso Rachel Harr ison and Frank Mort, "Pa t r ia rcha l  Aspects o f  Nineteent 
Century State Formation: Property Relat ions,  Marriage and Divorce, 
and Sexual i ty " ,  i n  P h i l i p  Corr igan (ed.),  Capital ism, Sta te  Formation 
and Marxist  Theory (London, 1980), pp. 79-109. 

38. Recent work on the  h i s t o r y  of psychology has been p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g .  
E.g. Nikolas Rose, The Psychological  Complex: Soc ia l  Regulat ion and 



t h e  Psychology o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  (London, 1985) ,  and Governing t h e  Soul .  
The Shaping o f  t h e  P r i v a t e  S e l f  (London, 1990) ;  R i l ey ,  War i n  t h e  
Nursery; J .  Henriques e t  a l .  ( e d s . ) ,  Changing t h e  Subjec t  (London, 
1985):  R .  Walden and V a l e r i e  Walkerdine. Gender and Education: Ps\choloo v ' s  
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~ o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Feminine (Milton ~ e ~ n e s ,  1985) ; Carolyn Steedman, 
"'The Mother Made Conscious ' :  The H i s t o r i c a l  Development o f  a Primary 
School Pedagogy", - H W J ,  20 (Autumn 1985) , pp. 149-63; Roger Smith,  
"Does t h e  His tory  o f  Psychology have a Subjec t?" ,  His tory  o f  t h e  Human 
Sc iences ,  1 (Oct .  1988) ,  pp. 147-77; Corinne Squ i r e ,  S i g n i f i c a n t  
D i f f e r ences .  Feminism i n  Psychology (London, 1989) .  See a l s o :  J a c q u e l i n e  
Rose. The Case of  P e t e r  Pan o r  t h e  I m ~ o s s i b i l i t v  o f  Ch i ld ren ' s  F i c t i o n  
  ond don, 1984) ; and I a n  Hunter,  c u l t u r e  and ~bve rnmen t  . The Emergence 
o f  a L i t e r a r y  Education (London, 1988) . 

39. Robert Darnton, " I n t e l l e c t u a l  and C u l t u r a l  His tory" ,  i n  Kammen ( e d . ) ,  
P a s t  .Before U s ,  p .  332. 

40. S t u a r t  C la rk ,  "French H i s t o r i a n s  and Early Modern Popular Cul ture" ,  
P&P, 100 (Aug. 1983) ,  pp. 62-99; Samuel Kinser ,  "Annal i s te  Paradigm? - 
The G e o h i s t o r i c a l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  Fernand Braudel" ,  - AHR, 86 (Feb. 1981) ,  
pp. 63-105; Gregor McLennan, "Braudel and t h e  Annales Paradigm", i n  
Marxism and t h e  Methodologies o f  H i s to ry  (London, 1981) ,  pp. 129-51; 
Michael Gismondi, " 'The G i f t  o f  Theory':  A C r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  h i s t o i r e  
des  mental i t6s1 ' ,  SH, 1 0  (May 1985) ,  pp. 211-30; P a t r i c k  Hutton, 
"The His tory  o f  M e z a l i t i e s :  The New Map o f  C u l t u r a l  His tory" ,  H i s to ry  
and Theory, 20 (1981) ,  pp. 413-23; Roger C h a r t i e r ,  " I n t e l l e c t u a l  
His tory  o r  Soc io-Cul tura l  His tory?  The -French T r a j e c t o r i e s " ,  i n  Dominick 
LaCapra and Steven L.  Kaplan ( eds .  ) , Modern ~ u r o p e a n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  H i s to ry .  
Reappra isa l s  and New P e r s p e c t i v e s  ( I t h a c a ,  1982) ,  pp. 13-46; Dominick 
LaCaora. "Is Evervone a Menta l i t6  Case? Transference  and t h e  ' C u l t u r e '  
concept i ,  i n  ~ i s t b r ~  and C r i t i c i s m  ( I t h a c a ,  1985) ,  pp. 71-94. 

41. The process  o f  c o n t e x t u a l i z i n g  Bloch 's  achievement has  now been eased 
by a new biography,  Caro le  F ink ,  Marc Bloch. A L i f e  i n  His tory  (Cambridge, 
1989) .  

42. See t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  s e c t i o n  (d)  below and i n  n o t e  32 t o  s e c t i o n  ( a )  
above. See a l s o  P a t r i c k  Joyce ( e d . ) ,  The H i s t o r i c a l  Meanings o f  Work 
(Cambridge, 1987) ;  many o f  t h e  e s s a y s  i n  Steven L.  Kaplan and Cynthia 
J .  ~ o e p p -  (eds .  ) , Work i n  France.  ~ e b r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  Meaning, Organiza t ion ,  
and P r a c t i c e  ( I t h a c a ,  1986);  William M .  Reddy, Money and Liber ty  i n  
Modern Europe. A C r i t i q u e  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  Understanding (Cambridge, 1987) ;  
David Vincent ,  L i t e r acy -and  Popular  Cu l tu re :  England 1750-1914 (Cambridge, 
1990) ;  and Hunt ( e d . ) ,  New C u l t u r a l  H i s to ry .  The impact o f  LaCapra 
and t h e  c u r r e n t  w r i t i n g s  o f  C h a r t i e r  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  s i g n s  o f  
t h i s  change: s e e  a l s o  Lloyd S. Kramer, " L i t e r a t u r e ,  C r i t i c i s m ,  and 
H i s t o r i c a l  Imaginat ion:  The L i t e r a r y  Challenge o f  Hayden White and Dominick 
LaCapra", and Roger C h a r t i e r ,  "Texts ,  P r i n t i n g s ,  Readings", both 
i n  Hunt ( e d . ) ,  New C u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  pp. 97-128 and 154-75. The fourway 
d i scus s ion  i n  JMH among C h a r t i e r ,  Darnton, LaCapra, and Fernandez 
l i s t e d  i n  note- above is  a l s o  symptomatic. I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  volume 
e d i t e d  by P e t e r  Burke (who was one o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  advocates  of Annales 
h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  Engl ish-speaking world i n  t h e  1970s ) ,  P e t e r  Burke and 
Roy P o r t e r  ( eds .  ) The social- ist tor^ o f  Language (Cambridge, 1987) , 
f a l l s  much s h o r t  of t h e  p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  understanding of language,  



with  t h e  except ion  o f  Dorinda Outram's "Le langage male de l a  ve r tu :  
Women and t h e  Discourse o f  t h e  French Revolut ion",  pp. 120-35. For 
an overview o f  t h e  t u r n  t o  c u l t u r e  among s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  Germany, 
s e e  Geoff E ley ,  "Labor H i s to ry ,  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y ,  A l l t agsgesch ich t e :  
Experience,  C u l t u r e ,  and t h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  Everyday--A New Di rec t ion  
f o r  German S o c i a l  His tory?" ,  - JMH, 6 1  (June 1989) ,  pp. 297-343. 

43. See N a t a l i e  Zemon Davis,  Soc i e ty  and C u l t u r e  i n  Ear ly  Modern France 
(S t an fo rd .  19751: Robert  W .  Sc r ibne r .  For t h e  Sake o f  S i m ~ l e  Folk: - - - -  - - - - 
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