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What t h e  Archives Say* . 

The municipal a rchives  of Dijon occupy s e v e r a l  c l u t t e r e d  roams 

i n  t h e  grand old palace  of the  Dukes of Burgundy. The a rch ives '  main 

door looks out  onto t h e  e legant  semic i rc le  of the  Place  de l a  ~ i b e / r -  

a t i o n ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  seventeenth century a s  the  P lace  Royale. 

Readers i n  t h e  high-ceilinged s a l l e  de t r a v a i l  have no t roub le  t a l -  

l y i n g  a r r i v a l s  and departures.  A s t r i d e n t  b e l l  sounds i n  t h e  room 

s o  long a s  the  o u t s i d e  door is  open. The i n t e r r u p t i o n  usua l ly  l a s t s  

f i v e  t o  ten  seconds, a s  the  newcomer c l o s e s  t h e  s t r e e t  door, c rosses  
! 

the  anteroom, fumbles wi th  the  inner  door,  and e n t e r s .  I n  bad weather 

a r r i v a l s  a r e  more d i s rup t ive ;  a f t e r  t h e  long b e l 1 , s t o p s  sounding, 
1 .  

v i s i t o n s  stomp t h e i r  f e e t  unseen, remove t h e i r  boots  and hang up 

t h e i r  r a incoa t s  be fo re  presenting themselves f o r  inspect ion .  Ex i t s  

.a re  equal ly  d i s t r a c t i n g ,  f o r  they mirror  t h e  e n t r i e s  p rec i se ly :  thud, 
\ .  ' 

s h u f f l e ,  stomp, r ing .  . . 

/ D i s t r a c t i o n s ,  however, a r e  few. Not many people come t o  the  a r -  

chives:  a  few c i t y  employees, an an t iquar i an  o r  two, a n  occasional  

s tudent  from the  u n i v e r s i t y ,  now and then an i t i n e r a n t  h i s t o r i a n .  

Those few have r i c h e s  before  them. They have t h e  surviv ing papers 

of t h e  c a p i t a l  of Burgundy, both a s  an  independent.power and:as a  

major French province. The archives  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  f u l l  up t o  the  point  

a t  which the  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of the  Revolution s h i f t e d  t h e  balance of 

power, and paperwork, toward the  s t a t e ' s  own bureaucracy. 

Among the  thousands of bundles i n  t h e  pre-revolutionary! c o l l e c t i o n ,  

1 6 7 - f a l l  i n t o  series1. Ser ies  I inc ludes  Po l i ce ,  i n  the  broad old- 

regime meaning of defense aga ins t  a l l  manner of pub l i c  i l l s*  Its 

L 

::T am g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  National Science Foundation f o r  f i n a n c i a l  sup- 
p o r t ,  t o  the  a r c h i v i s t s  of the  departmental and municipal a rchives  
of Dijon f o r  a i d ,  and t o  Martha Guest f o r  he lp  with bibl iography.  



topics are sanitation, public health, fire protection, asylums, pur- 

suit of beggars, vagrants and criminals, control of games, gatherings 

and public ceremonies. Nineteenth-century archivists sorted the papers 

I by subject matter, by rough time period and then usually by affair, 
I 

event, session, or whatever other subdivision the organization producing 

the. records had used in its own work. . . . 

The series contains reports of the activities of the chassecoquins, 

the seventeenth-century officials assigned, literally, to chase - co- 

quins [scalawags and ne'er-do-wells] from the city. It includes more 

details than most of us would care to read concerning the official sur- 
: 

veillance of the wine-harvest, in that great wine region, from 1290 

onward. It has a great mass of reports--and, especially, of invoices-- 

from four centuries of publicly-sponsored celebrations. We see 

the elaborate preparations for the annual fireworks of St. John the 

', Baptist Day, including a note from 1642 on the "malefactors who set 

off the fireworks when the mayor was going to light them himself as 

usual . . ." (A.M. [Archives Municipales] Dijon I 43). We'watch the 

great funeral processions, including the sixty musicians who played 

and sang the funeral mass composed for the Dauphin in 171.1 (A.M. 

Dijon I 48). We witness incessant pompous entries into the city of 
. . 

dukes, duchesses, queens, kings, princes and ambassadors: King Char- 

les VI in 1.387, Duke Charles the Bold in 1470, King Henry IV in 1595, 

Louis XIV and the Queen in 1674, and dozens of others (A.M. Dijon I 

5-!36). In short, the very tapestry of Dijon's public life; . . 

Those concerned 1ess'with.kings and more with the participation 

of.ordinary people in the city's public life also find much to think 

about in series I. The fifty-four affairs in bundle I 119,' for ex- 

ample, deal with "seditions" and other serious offenses against pub- 

lic order between 1639 and 1775. In the century before the Revolution, 



11 s e d i t i o n ,  " "emotion, " and "mutiny" were common t e r m s  f o r  even t s  which 

l a t e r  o b s e r v e r s  would probably have c a l l e d  " r i o t s "  o r  "d is turbances ."  

Unsympathetic obse rve r s ,  t h a t  i s .  "Sed i t i on , "  "emotion," "mutiny," 
I 

1 I r i o t "  and "d is turbance"  a r e  terms of d i s app rova l ,  power-holders' words. 

The documents of Bundle I 119 b r e a t h e  l i f e  i n t o  t h e  shape l e s s  

words. I n  1668, f o r  example, they show t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s s u i n g  a  

warning a g a i n s t  unnamed people  who had sp read  t h e  rumor t h a t  t h e  major 

t a x ,  t h e  t a i l l e ,  was t o  be i nc reased ,  and fo rb idd ing  t h e  populace " to  

assemble o r  form a  crowd day o r  n i g h t  on any p r e t e x t ,  o r  t o  j n c i t e  t h e  
i 

\ .  
I I people  t o  s e d i t i o n ,  on pa in  of d e a t h  . . . The anonymous enemies of 

t h e  people  had a l l e g e d l y  s a i d  "they needed a  Lanturelu."  

Lan tu re lu  was a  popular  song of t h e  1620s which gave i t s  name 

t o  a  popular  r e b e l l i o n  of t h e  1630s. Back then ,  R iche l i eu  and Louis  X I 1 1  

had announced t h e  e l imina t ion  of Burgundy's p r i v i l e g e d  t a x  s t a t u s .  

On t h e  27th and 28th  of February 1630, a  hundred-odd armed men l e d  by 

Linegrower Anato i re  Changenet, p l u s  a  crowd of unarmed wome*, men and 

@ 
c h i l d r e n ,  ga thered  i n  t h e  s t r e e . t s  of Di jon .  (Gens --- de  bas  etage--lowly 

fo lk- -c i ty  o f f i c i a l s  c a l l e d  them l a t e r .  Anato i re  Changenet himself  

had j u s t  se rved  a s  King of Fools  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  Mardi Gras f e s t i v i t i e s . )  

Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  crowd ,sounded t h e  t o c s i n ,  sacked t h e  houses 

of r o y a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  and burned a  p o r t r a i t  of Louis  X I I I .  They a r e  sup- 
4 

posed t o  have shouted "Long l i v e  t h e  EmperorH--the Habsburg'descendant 

of Burgundian Char les  t h e  Bold, and mor t a l  r i v a l  of t h e  French king.  

D i j o n ' s  mayor h e s i t a t e d  a  day b e f o r e  c a l l i n g  o u t  t h e  m i l i t i a .  The 

m i l i t i a  k i l l e d  t e n  o r  twelve of t h e  r e b e l s  i n  t h e  p roces s  of d i s p e r s i n g  , 

t h e  crowd. The King r e t a l i a t e d  by imposing a  s t a t e  of s i e g e ,  o r d e r i n g  

t h e  winegrowers t o  move o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  w a l l s ,  r e q u i r i n g  a  l a r g e  pay- . . 

ment t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  of proper ty  damage, f u r t h e r  ab r idg ing  t h e  c i t y ' s  



p r i v i l e g e s ,  and s t a g i n g ,  i n  Apr i l  1630, a humi l i a t i ng  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  

wi th  l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s .  The Parlement of Burgundy, doing i t s  p a r t ,  

condemned two l e a d e r s  of t h e  r e b e l l i o n  t o  hang. That was a Lanture lu .  

No Lan tu re lu  o c c u r r e d . i n  1668, y e t  seventeenth-century Dijon had 

i t s  s h a r e  of s e d i t i o n s ,  emotions and mut in i e s .  I n  February 1684 t h e  

winegrowers a g a i n  took t h e i r  t u rn .  The p u b l i c  p rosecu to r  desc r ibed  

t h e  event  a s  " . . . a popular s e d i t i o n  t h a t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  hundred 

winegrowers wanted t o  s t a r t  i n  t h e  c i t y  by t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e  of gath-  

e r i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  marching through t h e  c i t y  w i th  b e a t i n g  drum and un- 

. f u r l e d  banner w i thou t  any a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  do s o  . . ." L a t e r  d e t a i l s  : 

i n  thi  p r o s e c u t o r ' s  own account s e t  t h e  number of marchers a t  some- 

th ing  over  a hundred. (The exaggerat ion a t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  account  

may w e l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  an encounter  between c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  

and t h e  winegrowers a t  t h e  Guillaume Gate,  a s  t h e  p rosecu to r  t e l l s  t h e  

s t o r y ,  "it was o n l y  by some s o r t  of mi rac l e  t h a t  none of thein was 

a 'ssaulted, no tab ly  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  p u b l i c  p rosecu to r  by one o f r t h e  

s e d i t i o n e r s ,  who was a t  t h e  head of t h e  crowd and go t  ready  ko s t r i k e  

him wi th  h i s  pruning-knife.") The winegrowers assembled t o  'the drum- 

r o l l ,  a s  people o f t e n  assembled f o r  s p e c i a l  occas ions  i n  t hose  days.  

Among t h e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  i n  1630, was a winegrower named Changenet--this 

one, t h e  Jean Changenet who l a t e r  descr ibed  himself  a s  "winegrower i n  
\ 

Dijon, r u e  Chanoine, twenty-nine y e a r s  o l d ,  p ro fe s s ing  t h e  Apos to l i c  

Roman Ca tho l i c  r e l i g i o n . "  

The winegrowers went en masse t o  Champmoron wood, whichfbelonged 

t o  t h e  nearby Car thus ian  monastery. There they  ga thered  f i rewood,  

then  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  c i t y .  They were on t h e i r  way back through t h e  

g a t e  when they  met t h e  smal l  band of o f f i c i a l s  who had come t o  s t o p  

them. H i l a i r e  Edouard Demouchy ( c o n s e i l l e r  -- du r o i , '  t r g s o r i e r  de 

France and, most impor tan t ,  l e a seho lde r  of Champmoron wood) k i l e d  a 

formal complaint a sk ing  f o r  r e d r e s s ,  pro.secution and o f f i c i a ' l  



r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  winegrowers1 c la im t o  t h e  firewood. The a u t h o r i t i e s  

clapped a  dozen l e a d e r s  of t he  march, i nc lud ing  Jean Changenet, i n  j a i l .  

A few days l a t e r  t h e  mayor and c o u n c i l  rece ived  a  p e t i t i o n  reading:  

You a r e  asked by some of t h e  poor winegrowers and some of your 

most f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t s  among t h e  poor people of t h i s  c i t y  t o  

have p i t y  and compassion f o r  t h e  poor wretches who a r e  I n  

j a i l  he re  f o r  having assembled a t  t h e  sound of t h e  drum t o  

go t o  t h e  woods, which was done wi thout  any thought of of-  

fending you b u t  on ly  t o  g i v e  t h e  group s t r e n g t h  a g a i n s t '  

- t hose  who wanted t o  s t o p  it from c u t t i n g  wood . . . i 

t 

I n  t h e i r  own p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  twelve imprisoned winegrowers s a i d  they  had 

been a r r e s t e d  ". . . whi le  r e t u r n i n g  from Champmoron wood where they  

had gone t o  c u t  firewood, a long w i t h  many o t h e r  winegrowers from t h e  

c i t y  who claimed they  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  do s o  a s  a  r e s u l t  of conces- 

s i o n s  granted  t o  t h e  winegrowers by t h e  Duke of Burgundy, a s , h a s  o f t e n  

been p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  when r e q u i r e d  by bad weather and hard win- 

t e r ,  a s  i n  t h e  p re sen t  year  where the ' need  i s  g rea t . "  P a r t  of t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t  from t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of for ty-year-old P i e r r e  Reignaut,  

runs  a s  fo l lows:  

Asked why they  banded toge the r  t h u s  t o  go t o  t h e  wood i f  

chey a l r e a d y  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  c u t  t h e r e .  

Rep l i e s  t h a t  t h e  reason they  went t o  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  wood i n  

l a r g e  numbers was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  persons  t o  go had been chased 

ou t  by t h e  v a l e t s  of t h e  Car thus ian  f a t h e r s  and i n  t h e  f e a r  

t h a t  t h e  same th ing  would happen aga in  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of 

t h e  winegrowers had assembled i n  o r d e r  t o  main ta in  t h e i r  
* 

r i g h t  t o  c u t  i n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  wood. 



Af te r  some weeks i n  j a i l ,  t h e  twelve p r i s o n e r s  went f r e e  on t h e i r  pro- 
' 
mise of good behavior .  Thei r  a c t i o n  appa ren t ly  s t i r r e d  t h e l m u n i c i p a l i t y :  

t h e  fo l lowing  yea r  t h e  c i t y  sued t h e  Car thus ians  f o r  enforcement of t h e  

winegrowers' r i g h t  t o  g a t h e r  wood. 

The t r a c e s  of many o t h e r  even t s  appear  i n  t h a t  r i c h  bundle of 

s e d i t i o n s :  another  con f ron ta t ion  over  firewood (but  t h i s  one ove r  t h e  

r o y a l  t o l l  on wood e n t e r i n g  t h e  c i t y )  i n  1696; t h r e a t e n i n g ,  .demanding 

ga the r ings  of women du r ing  t h e  g r e a t  hungers of 1693 and 1709; s e i z u r e  

of g r a i n  wagons by a  crowd of "more than  a  thousand" i n  1770; s t i l l  

b t h e r s  e a r l i e r  and l a t e r .  The even t s  p o r t r a y  a  Dijon i n  whiih some 

i s s u e  brought crowds t o  t h e  s t r e e t  and i n t o  con f ron ta t ion  w<th t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  every t h r e e  o r  four  yea r s .  

The Seventeenth Century Confronts t h e  Twentieth 

A s  I pored over  t h e  papers  of Bundle I 119 one day i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
i 

of 1975, Monsieur Savouret ,  Madame J a c q u e t t e  and Monsieur Benois t ,  t h e  
1 

s t a f f  of t h e  Dijon a r c h i v e s ,  were busy about  t h e i r  work i n  t h e  r ead ing  
1 

room. Gradual ly a muffled sound o u t s i d e  reso lved  i t s e l f  i n t o  chan t ing ,  
; 

crescendo. "What i s  i t ? "  I s t u p i d l y  asked my companions. We went t o  
t 

t h e  windows, which gave us  a  view i n t o  t h e  P lace  de  l a  ~ i b z r a t i o n  
L 

through t h e  g r e a t  bar red  g a t e  of t h e  pa lace .  People were marching 

o u t s i d e .  
f I 

I rushed t o  t h e  e x i t .  The i n d e f a t i g a b l e  b e l l  s igna led  my t r a n s -  
i 

l a t i o n  from t h e  seventeenth  century  t o  t h e  twen t i e th .  Up t h e  s t r e e t  

came s e v e r a l  hundred yo;ng men and women, i n  uneven ranks.  Some 

c a r r i e d  an e f f i g y  of a man, o t h e r s  h o i s t e d  s igns ' and  banners.  They 

continued t o  chant  loudly .  A marcher t h r u s t  a  h a n d b i l l  a t  me. The 

i s s u e ,  i t  turned o u t ,  was t h e  f u t u r e  of s t u d e n t s  prepar ing  t o  teach  
I 



sports and physical education. The dummy appeared to represent 
f 

M. Mazeaud, the Secretary of Youth, Sports and Leisure, who was pro- 
i 

posing a tiny budget for physical education as well as the removal of 

compulsory sports from public schools. That would seriously curtail 

these students' job prospects. The demonstrators were on their way, to 

the .Place de la ~ g ~ u b l i ~ u e  for a rally, as students in other French 
1 

cities were likewise on the way to their Places .de la ~g~ublirque for 
3 

rallies. An hour or so later, they passed the archives again, on the 

way back to the university area. The undisciplined ranks and disciplined 
1 

chants had dissolved, but the demonstrators still shouted and cheered. 
! 

. . 
Gradually their voices gave way to the ordinary noises of the street. 

My thoughts turned back three centuries to 1675. 
f 

Are the turbulent events of 1675 and 1975 knots on the same long 
I 

thread? The event in the archives and the event on the street both 

consist of people banding together to act on their shared grievances, . . 

hopes and interests. That banding together--let us call ie.collective 
: 

action for short--has its own history. As people's grievances, hopes 

and interests change, and as their opportunities for actink on them 

change, obviously their ways of acting collectively changeras well. 

.In between interest and opportunity, and less obviously, comes a third 

factor: organization. Whether we are watching seventeenth-century 

winegrowers or twentieth-century students, we notice that ehey do not 

seize every opportunity to act on their interests, and do not react to 

every opportunity in the same way. How they are tied to each. other, 

what ways of acting together are already familiar to them,:which sorts 

of news they have alerted themselves to affect how much they act, in 

what manner, and how effectively. 
I 

The Dijon winegrowers had a pressing need for firewood that cold 

winter. Indeed, wood shortage was becoming a critical proElem in all 



Burgundy as forests passed into private hands and small wood-burning 

forges multiplied. The winegrowers had the slim opportunity offered 

by their claim to a privilege granted by the Dukes of Burgundy; that 

opportunity was disappearing as the rise of bourgeois property squeezed 

out the old shared rights to glean, pasture., forage or fishcon local 

territory. Compared with other groups of poor people in Dijon, wine- 

growers had the advantages of coherent organization: extensive ties 

sustained by daily contact, relatively effective leadership, previous 
.; 

experience in acting together. The history of collective action 
4 

clearly has four components: interest, opportunity, organization and 

action itself. All four vary from group to group, place to place,time 

to time, problem to problem. . . 

Interest, opportunity, organization and action: a large, rich 

historical agenda. The turbulent events whose traces have survived in 

seventeenth-century police archives are obviously a peculiar sample of 

all the century's collective action, and therefore of the interests, 

opportunities and organization at work. Nevertheless thosejevents im- 

mediately identify lineaments of seventeenth-century French~collective 

action, and its context, which differ significantly from thbse of the 

twentieth century. 

I 

Collective Action in Seventeenth-Century Burgundy 

Dijon and Burgundy had come to the French crown with ~ouis XI'S 

defeat of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, at the end of the fif- 

teenth century. Charles' successors, the Habsburg emperors, continued 

to press their claims by word and sword. Adjacent to the ~ a b s b u r ~  

# 
lands of Franche-Comte, Burgundy was a military frontier and a favorite 

t 

sixteenth-century battleground. After the decline of the direct mili- 

Tary threat from outside came a division from within; Burgundy ran red 



w i t h  t h e  blood of s ix teen th-century  wars between P r o t e s t a n t s  and Catho- , 

lies. The wars of t h e  League, t h e  d y n a s t i c  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  c o n t r o l  of 

t h e  duchy which blended i n t o  t h e  T h i r t y  Years War, popular  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  

cont inued through t h e  tumultuous t i m e  o f  Lanture lu  t o  t h e  mid-seven- 

teen th-century  r e b e l l i o n  of t h e  Fronde. During t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  

Fronde, many Burgundian n o t a b l e s  sympathized, and even conspi red ,  w i th  

t h e  i n s u r g e n t  governor of Burgundy, t h e  P r i n c e  of ~ o n d g .  From 1651 t o  

1653 t h e  suppor t e r s  of ~ o n d 6  r a i s e d  a n  armed r e b e l l i o n  which only ended 

wi th  t h e  r o y a l  s i e g e  of Dijon and t h e  conquest  of t h e  f o r t  of Bel le-  

garde ,  a t  Seu r r e ;  With t h e  v i c t o r y  of Louis  X I V  and Mazarin over t h e  

Frondeurs  came t h e  end of Burgendy's age  of war and large-s,cale r e b e l l i o n .  

The middle  of t h e  seventeenth  c e n t u r y ,  t hen ,  marks an  important  
1 

t r a n s i t i o n .  The t r a n s i t i o n  shaped t h e  development of popular  c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  i n  Burgundy a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  
3 

'Before ,  every  popular  movement provided an oppoutuni ty  f o r  !some fragment 

of t h e  r u l i n g  c1asse.s t o  p r e s s  i t s  advantage a g a i n s t  t h e  Cfiown. The 

c l i e n t e l e  of o n e - g r e a t  noble  o r  a n o t h e r  were f r e q u e n t l y  the- b a s i c  u n i t s  

among t h e  w a r r i o r s  o r  r e b e l s .  Crowds which moved a g a i n s t  r .oyal exac- 

t i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  crowd l ed  by Ana to i r e  Changenet i n  1630,' found sym- 

pathy o r  even suppor t  among t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  With t h e  d e c i s i v e  

subord ina t ion  of l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  r o y a l  power i n  t h e  l a t g r  seventeenth  

cen tu ry  t h e  chances f o r  i m p l i c i t  o r  e x p l i c i t  a l l i a n c e  betwsen o f f i c i a l s  

and p l ebe i an  r e b e l s  g r e a t l y  diminished.  Ordinary people  cont inued t o  

a c t .  But t h e  s h i f t  of t h e  p roces s  of ex t ens ion  of r o y a l  power from. 

a  s t a g e  of g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y  and c r o s s - c l a s s  a l l i a n c e s  t o  a  s t a g e  of  

crunching bu t  i nexo rab l e  growth l e f t  o r d i n a r y  people  t o  a c t  a lone  i n  

t h e  name of t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s .  The a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

que l l ed  o r  coopted,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t r e a t e d  popular  g a t h e r i n g s  a s  dan- 

gerous sou rces  of " sed i t i on . "  



During that seventeenth century, then, the interests, opportuni- 

ties, organization and collective action of Burgundy's ordinary people 

were changing. Their interests shifted as a warmaking monarchy pressed 

&them increasingly for taxes to support its growing armies, and as the 

bourgeois af Dijon increased their domination of the region's land and 

economic activity. Their opportunities to act on 'those interests al- 
i 

tered, mostly for the worse, as the importance of patronage and the 

possibility of alliance with regional power-holders declined. Their 

organization changed as the proportion of landless ~orkers~rose and 
I 1 

the stratification of rural communties. As a result, the collective 

action of ordinary people changed as well. 
!. 

In the years after the winegrowers' invasion of Champmoron wood, 

a number of the incidents which left their remains in Dossier I 199 

and adjacent archives involved popular resistance to demands of the 

state. In 1691, a royal edict prescribed yet another creation and sale 

of offices for the profit of the Crown. This time there were two offices 

of jurgs crieurs - des obssques - et enterrements: public registrars of 

funerals and burials. They sold for 6,000 livres. Word spread that 

the funeral fees of the poor would therefore rise prohibitively. Men- 

acing crowds formed outside the home of the purchasers of the offices, 

insulted them, and yalled again for a Lanturelu (A.M. Dij.0i.l B 329). 

In 1696, firewood was again the issue, and the Porte Guillaume again 

the site of the crucial confrontation. This time countrymen delivering 
7 

wood to the city pried open 'the gate with pokers and crowbars, in order 

to avoid paying the new tax of eight sous per bundle (A.M..Dijon I 199). 
1 

During the last years of the century, as Louis XIV pursuedihis wars 
t 

against Spain, we see rising complaints and resistance against conscrip- 

tion, impressment, billeting and military foraging among the reports 

9 -. of -- Te Deums for royal victories. 



During those  same yea r s  t h e  food r i o t  elbowed i ts  way t o  t h e  
I 

l e ad ing  p o s i t i o n  among t h e  more t u r b u l e n t  forms of popular c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n .  From t h e  1690s t o  t h e  1840s, some form of t h e  food r i o t  was 

no doubt t h e  most common s e t t i n g  f o r  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  abo.ve t h e  s c a l e  

of t h e  barroom brawl i n  Burgundy, a s  i n  t h e  r e s t  of France. 1693 and 

1694 brought Burgundy innumerable i n s t a n c e s  of t h e  food r i o t  i n  a l l  

t h r e e  of i t s  major forms: t h e  popular  inventory  and s e i z u r e  of gr\ain 

he ld  i n  s t o r a g e  by d e a l e r s  and p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s ;  t h e  forced  s a l e  of 

g r a i n  o r  bread a t  a  p r i c e  below t h e  c u r r e n t  market;  t h e  blyckage of 

g r a i n  shipments des t ined  t o  l eave  o r  pas s  through on t h e i r  way t o  o t h e r  
.' 

markets .  I n  1693, t h e  combination of a n  i n f e r i o r  ha rves t  and t h e  pres-  

s u r e  t o  supply t h e  French armies a t  war i n  Germany emptied t h e  ~ u r g u n i  

d i a n  markets ,  drove p r i c e s  up and squeezed t h e  poor. I n  response ,  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  of Dijon and o t h e r  c i t i e s  d i d  t h e  same a s  t h e  r i o t e r s  when 

they  could:  they  inventor ied  and commandeered t h e  g r a i n  on hand, 
{ 

blocked shipments,  and arranged t h e  p u b l i c  s a l e  of food below t h e  mar- 

k e t  p r i c e .  1 1 

For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  so-ca l led  r i o t e r s  were e i t h e r  s u b s t i t u t i n g  

themselves f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  f o r c i n g  them t o  do theirs  duty.  Some- 

t imes ,  however, t h e  crowd wreaked o r  th rea tened  vengeance.i A dec l a ra -  

t i o n ' o f  t h e  Parlement posted on t h e  20th of August 1693 s t a t e d  t h a t  

I l . . . yes te rday  from 8 t o  10 P.M. many wives of winegrowers and l a b o r e r s  

gathered toge the r  and threa tened  t o  k i l l  and t o  s e t  f i r e  t o  houses 

because t h e r e  i s  only a  smal l  amount of g r a i n  i n  a f o r e s a i d  c i t y ,  and 

i t  cannot be enough t o  feed  a l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  . .It A s  us'ual, t h e  

p o s t e r  went on t o  f o r b i d  " .  . . a l l  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Dijon,  of whatever 

s ex  o r  age ,  t o  ga the r  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o r  any p l ace  e l s e  by'day o r  n i g h t ,  

o r  t o  use  t h r e a t s ,  v io l ence  o r  inflammatory language, on pa in  of 

dea th  . . ." (A.M. Dijon I 119) .  I, 



Food riots,flourished in the next century. Only sixteen..years 
i -  

later, in 1709, arrived one of the greatest struggles over subsistences 
,. 

in French history. Again the coincidence of a bad harvest and extra- 
i 

ordinary demand from armies abroad put acute pressure on local supplies. 
t 

Again the crisis gave merchants and local officials a hard choice: 
E 

Give priority to the local poor by commandeering the local stocks and 
1 

selling them at controlled and subsidized prices; or accede to the 

higher-priced, and officially-backed, demand from outside. As the 

eighteenth century moved on, royal policy favored the armies and the t 
national market with increasing zeal and effectiveness; the desire of 

1 

mgrchants and officials to favor the locals wilted obligihgly. Since 
C 

the landless poor were actually increasing as a proportion of the gen- 

eral population, the pressure on local communities increased despite 

a slow rise in agricultural productivity. The widespread food riots 

of 'the eighteenth century replied to that pressure. 

The structure of the classic food riot--commandeering, blocking 

and/or selling below market--makes it clear that it was atmeans of 

forcing the merchants and officials to favor the localityjover the 

armies and the national market. The procedure often worked. The 
I -  

structure of the individual event does not make it quite &o clear that 

it was a tool to block the advance of mercantile capitalism. In that 

regard, it was at best a monkey wrench in the machinery: estbpping 

the gears now and then, knocking out a few teeth, but als6 encourag,ing 

the development of tougher machines and protective screens. 

The form of food riot that grew up in the late seventeenth century 

nicely illustrates the place of changing interests, opportunities and 

organization in changes of collective action. The interest of the 

local poor (and, to some extent, the'ir patrons) in local priority 
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over the food supply was growing as the interest of the Crown and 

larger merchants in freeing it from the local grasp increased. The 

opportunities of the poor were mainly negative, since they consisted 

of official failures to intervene in the local market as local author- 

ities were supposed to. The change in organization in this case is 

relatively unimportant although there are some signs that groups such 

as Dijon's winegrowers were becoming more clearly aware of-their dis- 

tinctive and threatened class position. What is important is the per- 

sistence of local organization on the basis of which poor people pressed 

their claims to the food supply. This changing combination of interests, 

opportunities and organization produced the food riot as naturally as 

. .  . .  . 
other combinations. - produced the tax rebellion, concerted rksistance to 

conscription and attacks on enclosing landlords. 

To the Revolution 

If we were to inch forward through the eighteenth century, further 
C 

changes in the surface.of popular collective action would give us more 

indications of shifts in interest, opportunity and organization. To 
L 

get a stronger sense of the changes still in store, however, let us 

leap a century from the 1690s to the Dijon of the early Revolution. 
I 

A National Guard report informs us: 

Today 23 August 1790, on the complaints brought by a number of 

citizens to the commander of the volunteers' post at the Logis 
t 

du Roy around 11 P.M. that someone (to the.great scandal of right- 

thinking folk) had just sung, to the accompaniment of.severa1 
C 

instruments, a Romance or Complaint containing a funeral.. ode to 
€ 

the Marquis de Favras, outside the home of M. Frantin, a city 

official. We, Jean-Baptiste Roy, captain of Volunteers commanding- 

the aforesaid post at the Logis du Roy, thought proper to form 



immediately a  p a t r o l  t o  fo l low t h e  group of musicians who we had 
I 

been informed were heading toward t h e  r u e  du Gouvernement and 
f 

t h e r e f o r e  l e d  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  p a t r o l  t o  t h a t  s t r e e t  where w e  d i d  i n  
i 

f a c t  f i n d  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  group of musicians a t  t h e  hour of mid- 
i 

n i g h t ,  stopped be fo re  t h e  door of M. C h a r t r a i r e ,  mayor of t h i s  
i 

c i t y .  Among them we recognized,  and heard ,  M. Roche, a  lawyer ,  
5 

s ing ing  t o  t h e  accompaniment of a  g u i t a r  and of s e v e r a l  v i o l i n s  

i n  t h e  hands of MM. Propiac ,  Pasquier  and a  number o f : o t h e r s  un- 

known t o  u s ,  t h e  Complaint of t h e  a f o r e s a i d  Favras ,  i n  which we 

no t i ced  t h e  language of t h e  enemies of t h e  Revolut ion,  i n  t h a t  
E 

t h e  au thor  of t h e  Complaint i n  h i s  de' l irium da res  t o  gccuse t h e  

P a r i s i a n  people of madness, and t ak ing  a p rophe t i c  tone  announces 

t h a t  t h e  people w i l l  g e t  r i d  of t h e  new system. Considering t h a t  
1 

a  t e x t  of t h a t  type  i n  which one i s  n o t  ashamed t o  favor  a t r a i t o r  

t o  t h e  people such a s  t he  King ' s  f r i e n d ,  sung a t  improper t imes  
i 

i n  t h e  most f requented neighborhoods of t h e  c i t y  could only  have 
'! 

f o r  i t s  o b j e c t  t o  i n c i t e  t h e  people t o  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  and cons ider -  
1 

i ng  t h a t  i t  i s  urgent  t o  prevent  t h a t  mishap, we thought i t  was 

our  duty t o  r e p o r t  t h e  event  t o  t h e  gene ra l  s t a f f .  . ; (A.D.[Ar- 
i 

ch ives  ~ e / ~ a r t e m e n t a l e s ] @ t e  dlOr L 386). 
f 

The comrade-in-arms of our  commander a t  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  post3informs u s  

t h a t :  

. . . a  number of c i t i z e n s  of t h e  c i t y  of Dijon,  fo l lowing  a  

musical  ensemble, passed be fo re  t h e  C i t y  H a l l ;  e i g h t  of t h e  r i f l e -  

men of t h e  pos t  of t h e  a f o r e s a i d  C i t y  H a l l ,  drawn by t h e  melody, 

followed t h e  l i n e  of march, which ended i n  f r o n t  of t h e  home of 

t h e  Mayor; t h e r e  t h e  musicians,  s e a t i n g  themselves,  sang a Corn- , 

p l a i n t  o r  Romance which seemed q u i t e  improper t o  t h e  r i f l e m e n ,  

. . 



in that they heard some words which could overturn public 
I ,  

order . . . (A.D. ~ S t e  dlOr L 386). 
t I 

. And the "seditious song" itself? The surviving text.includes this 
! 

verse : 
1 

Since you must have a victim 

Blind and cruel people, 

Strike, I forgive your crime, 

But'fear eternal remorse; 

You will recover from madness; 

And tired of a new system 
c t 

You will see my innocence 
i 

You will cry on my tomb. 
C 

Now, the Marquis of Favras was part of a plot to seize the   in^ and 
spirzt him away from the grasp of the Revolution. Betrayed by his fel- 

low conspirators, Favras was hanged in the Place de ~r&e, in Paris, on 

18 February 1790. One could hardly have a more counter-revolutionary 

hero.' Confronted with such evidence of subversive activity,;the National 

Guard's general staff leapfrogged the city council to make its report 

on the incident directly to the Departement's administration; it ap- 

pears that among the night singers were some members of the city coun- 

cil itself. 

The counter-revolutionary musicale connected with a whole series 

of demonstrations of opposition to the leaders and the symbols of the 

revolutionary movement in Dijon. There is, for example, that t group of 

fprty-odd citizens who "struck down the national cockade" in, November, ' 

and who "provoked all the citizens" at the cafe Richard (A.D, a t e  d'Or 

LI386). There is the group of customers at the Old ~onastery cabaret 

who, two days later, insisted that three young men take off their 



national cockades [that is, their red, white and.blue ribbons] before 

being, served (A.D. CBte d'Or L 386). At that time, the ~ational Guard, 

municipal guardian not only of public safety but also of revolutionary 

sentiment, was campaigning for the obligatory wearing of the cockade. 

(The city council, at its meeting of 8 November 1790, declared the re- 
I 

quest that its members wear the cockade on their chests "illegal and 

harassing" : A.M. Dij.on 1 'D) . 
We should not conclude from these little run-ins, however, that 

Dijon was simply a counter-revolutionary haven. The capital of Burgundy 

had undergone a local revolution thirteen months before the mayor's 
( 

serenade: an impeccably bourgeois revolutionary committee seized power 
, 

from a council which was strongly attached to the Parlement, and there- 

fore to old-regime institutions. A more conservative municipality came 

to office in the elections of January 1790. It faced an active patri- 

otic Club speaking for the National Guard's leaders and the revolutionary 

committee of 1789 (Millot 1925: 147-148). Other events dispPayed the 

revolutionary spirit in Dijon: the popular demonstrations oZ December 

1790 against the so-called Fifth Section of the Amis de la constitution, 

a reactionary club; the workers' gatherings around the municcipal. offices 

at the opening of the relief-work program in March 1791; thefcrowds of 

April 1791 which "formed in front of the churches of La Madeleine and 

La Visitation and went through the city to tear down coats of arms, pil- 

lars and ornaments attached to private houses and public buildings. . . l' 
(A.M. Dijon 1 D; A.D. ~ 3 t e  d'Or L 444). Dijon was a divided1 city, like 

many other French cities of its time. t 

The conflicts which divided Dijon reappeared throughout France. 

Rather than flowing from a unanimous desire of the French people, the 

Revolution we know emerged from ferocious struggles in p1ace:after place. 



Their form, their combattants and their results varied with local social 

structure. The Revolution which occurred in Paris during July 1789 

started a vast effort to centralize political power, opened up great 

opportunities for the organized segments of the bourgeoisie, stirred 

an unprecedented popular mobilization, encouraged a politicization of 

all sorts of conflicts. But the ramifications of the Revolution out- 

side Paris posed particular problems in each locality, depending on the 

existing interests and organization. In the Loire, for example, the 

fundamental cleavage which led to the department's participation in the 

anti-Jacobin Federalist revolt separated two well-defined groups: the 

Montagnards, composed largely of workers and a bourgeois fragment; a 

moderate majority coalition led mainly by the region's landholders 

(Lucas 1973). In the ~endge, a compact nucleus of merchants and manu- 

facturers faced a formidable coalition of nobles, priests, peasants 

and rural workers (Mitchell 1968). In Burgundy, the bourgeois fought 

at once against the resistance of the Parlement's adherentsiand the 

relatively radical damands of winegrowers. 

Despite the diversity of these alignments, 'from them developed 

certain deep, common consequences: intense political participation on 

the part of the general population; a decline in the influence (and es- 

pecially the official position) of priests and nobles; a rise in the 

political significance of the regional bourgeoisie; a promotion of con- 

ditions favoring capitalist property and production; a sharpening of 

awareness of connections between local conflicts and national -power 
. . 

struggles; a concentration of power in a growing, increasingly central- 

ized state. In looking at Dijon's little serenade of 1790,'we witness 

a small reaction to a very large transformation. 



. . I f  t h e  serenade  was c l e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  s t r u g g l e ,  
; 4 ,  . 

L > 

i t  was j u s t  a s  c l e a r l y  a  p i ece  of t h e  e igh teen th  century .  we have al- 

ready no t i ced  t h e  importance of song t o  p u b l i c  d i s p l a y s  of s en t imen t  

i n  t h e  Lanture lu .  But we have no t  y e t  no t l ced  t h e  widespread form of 

a c t i o n  which t h e  1790 n i g h t  music most c l o s e l y  resembles .  It i s  t h e  

char ivar i - -of ten  cor rupted  i n t o  "shivaree" i n  American EnglXsh, and 

o f t e n  c a l l e d  Rough Music i n  England. - 3  

Char iva r i  Before and Af t e r  t h e  Revolut ion 

The b a s i c  a c t i o n  of t h e  c h a r i v a r i  runs  l i k e  t h i s :  assLmble i n  t h e  
1 

s t r e e t  o u t s i d e  a  house, make a  r a c k e t  w i th  songs,  shou t s  anh improvised 

ins t ruments  such a s  saucepans and washtubs, r e q u i r e  a  payoff from t h e  

people i n s i d e  t h e  house, then l e a v e  i f  and when t h e  people pay. The 

words and a c t i o n  a r e  mocking, o f t e n  obscene. They-desc r ibe  and condemn 

Fhe misdeeds of t h e  house ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  form, t h e  
$ 

e ighteenth-century  c h a r i v a r i  was t h e  work of a  wel l-defined group which 
t 

bore  some s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  moral r u l e s  which t h e  t a r g e t s  
i 

of t h e  a c t i o n  had v i o l a t e d .  The b e s t  known, and probably most wide- 
) : 2 

spread ,  examples concern f a m i l i a l ,  sexual  and m a r i t a l  mora l i t y .  One 
i 

s tandard  case  i s  t h e  noisy  pub l i c  c r i t i c i s m  of a n  o l d  widower who mar- 
c 

r i e d  a  young woman. I n  such a  ca se ,  t h e  makers of t h e  c h a r i v a r i  o r d i -  
( 

n a r i l y  came from t h e  young unmarried men of t h e  community, who o f t e n  

!comprised a  de f ined ,  exc lus ive  a s s o c i a t i o n :  t h e  youth abbey o r  i t s  

equ iva l en t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of moral o f f enses  t h e  payoff requ$red was n o t  
L 

,always a  s imple g i f t  o r  round of d r i n k s .  Sometimes t h e  serenaderb  de- 

manded t h e  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  community of t h e  t a i n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  

'couple. Sometimes t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t i e s  l e f t  town. 

'I Like  most r eg ions  of Europe, Burgundy had i t s  own v e r s i o n  of t h e  

c h a r i v a r i ,  l i nked  t o  a  complex of l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  Burgundian 
:. 



v i l l a g e s ;  t h e  "bachelors '  gu i lds"  (compagnies - d e  garcons)  included a l l  

t h e  unmarried men o f . twen ty  o r  more. The l o c a l  bache lo r s '  g u i l d  requi red  

a  ca sh  payment of young men a s  they  reached t h e  minimum age ,  kep t  an  

eye o n ' t h e i r  l ove  a f f a i r s  and even t o l d  them which g i r l s  they  had a  

r i g h t  t o  c o u r t ,  defended the  v i l l a g e  maidens from t h e  a t t e n t i o n s  of men 

from o u t s i d e  t h e  g u i l d .  The bache lo r s '  g u i l d  c o l l e c t e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

payment, i n  cash o r  i n  t h e  form of a  f e s t i v a l ,  from t h e  young men who 

marr ied and, e s p e c i a l l y ,  from o u t s i d e r s  and o therwise  u n s u i t a b l e  men 

\ 
who dared t o  marry women from t h e  l o c a l i t y .  Th i s  l a s t  ca tegory  of mar- 

r i a g e s  was a  common i n c e n t i v e  f o r  c h a r i v a r i s  and brawls .  I n  Burgundy, 

t h e  same bachelors '  g u i l d  o f t e n  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u b l i c  b o n f i r e s  

i n  Lent and a t  o t h e r  secred  moments of t h e  yea r ,  gathered wood f o r  

t h a t  purpose, and had t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  from each 

household i n  compensation f o r  i t s  e f f o r t s .  A t  t h e  l o c a l  s c a l e ,  i t  was 

thus  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  which provided s e r v i c e s ,  bound t h e  young 

people t oge the r  and exerc ised  genuine s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  The c h a r i v a r i ,  

f o r  a l l  i t s  apparent  qua in tness  and t r i v i a l i t y ,  had profound r o o t s  i n  

t h e  r e g i o n a l  c u l t u r e .  

I n  t h a t  l i g h t ,  t h e  observer  of Burgundy's p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  a f t e r  t h e  

Revolution n o t i c e s  some cu r ious  r e f l e c t i o n s  of t h e  o ld ' r eg ime .  Under 

t h e  ~ u l y  Monarchy D i j  o n ' s  p l i c e  a r c h i v e s  a r e  jammed wi th  old-fashioned 

c h a r i v a r i s .  For example, i n  J u l y  1834: 

> On t h e  22d i n s t a n t ,  toward 9 o ' c lock  a t  n i g h t ,  some youngs ters  

gave a  c h a r i v a r i  t o  t he  newlyweds--Baudry,,a t a i l o r ,  and M i s s  Ody-- 

who d id  no t  g ive  a  b a l l ;  t h a t  f a c t  occasioned a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  

' ga the r ing  on t h e  r u e  S t .  Nicolas ,  bu t  d id  no t  produce any d i s o r d e r ,  

; and t h e  c h a r i v a r i s e u r s  f l e d  a t  t h e  s i g h t  of t h e  gendarmes (A.D. 

Cbte d'Or 8 M 29. 



T h e , c h a r i v a r i l s  being p o l i c e  bus ines s  was no t  e n t i r e l y  new, s i n c e  even 

\ 
i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century  t h e  municipal  p o l i c e  in te rvened  from .time t o  

time when a  c h a r i v a r i  was too  raucous o r  too  long;  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of 

t h e  p o l i c e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  shows us  t h e  opening of a  breach between bour- 
i 

! 
geo i s  law and t h e  l a w  of popular ,custom. 

Beside t h e  u s u a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  c h a r i v a r i  t o  t h e  improperly 

marr ied ,  fur thermore ,  we f i n d  i t s  use  f o r  e x p l i c i t l y  p o l i t i c a l  purposes.  

A p o l i c e  r e p o r t  from 8 September 1833 informs us t h a t :  

Yesterday evening t h e  7 th  i n s t a n t ,  toward n ine  o ' c lock ,  a  

c h a r i v a r i  took p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  Hote l  du Parc  on t h e  occas ion  of 

t h e  s topping in .  t h i s  c i t y  of a  deputy named M. Delachaume, coming 

from P a r i s  on h i s  way t o  ~ h 2 l o n s - s u r - ~ a 8 n e ,  whi ther  he went a t  

f o u r  o ' c lock  t h i s  morning. The c h a r i v a r i  only l a s t e d  a  few moments. 

It began on t h e  r u e  des  Bons Enfans, where t h e  o r g a n i z e r s ,  known 

1 t o  be r epub l i cans ,  assumed t h a t  M. Delachaume was having supper  

' w i t h  one of h i s  f r i e n d s .  But having learned  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  they  

went t o  t h e  H8 te l  du Pa rc ,  where a  crowd of more than  300 persons  

i gathered  a t  t h e  n o i s e  they  made. The n o i s e  soon stoppe'd a t  t h e  

r eques t  of one of them, a  c e r t a i n  Gar ro t ,  known t o  be a  f i e r y  re- 

publ ican;  he r a i s e d  va r ious  c r i e s :  A bas  l e  rogneur - de  budget ,  

l e  con de dKput$, e t c .  and o t h e r  indecent  words we could n o t  make --- 

ou t .  Af te r  t hose  c r i e s  they l e f t ,  a long wi th  t h e  people whom t h e  

scandalous s p e c t a c l e  had a t t r a c t e d .  With M r .  Gar ro t  a t  t h e  head 

of a l l  t h e s e  young people,  most of them workers and d i sgu i sed  

some i n  work c l o t h e s  and o t h e r s  i n  s t r aw  h a t s ,  t h e  group s c a t t e r e d  

and l a t e r  ga thered  a t  t h e  Republican Club loca t ed  a t  t h e  P l a c e  

dlArmes over  t h e  Thousand Columns c a f e  (A.D. C8te d lOr  8 M 2 9 ) .  

A c h a r i v a r i ?  C e r t a i n l y a  t r ansp lan ted  one. The event  r e t a i n s  some 



f e a t u r e s  of i t s  form, bu t  aims a t  a  p o l i t i c a l  enemy and ope ra t e s  under 
I 

t h e  guidance of a  r epub l i can  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  headquar te rs  at p r i -  

v a t e  room i n  a  c a f e .  Those a r e  n ine teenth-century  s t igmata .  Neverthe- 
c 

l e s s ,  t o  t h e  eyes of D i jon ' s  c a p t a i n  of gendarmes, i t  i s  a c h a r i v a r i .  

. Another p o l i c e  r e p o r t  t e n  days l a t e r  l i k e w i s e  sheds a  r evea l ing  

l i g h t  on t h e  nineteenth-century v e r s i o n  of t h e  c h a r i v a r i :  
. . 

i 

On t h e  evening of t h e  18 th ,  i t  was s a i d  t h a t  a  serenade wouzd 

be  given t o  M. P e t i t ,  deputy r o y a l  p r o s e c u t o r ,  who had j u s t  r e -  

s igned  on r e f u s i n g  t o  make a  s ea rch  which took p l a c e  a t  t h e . o f f i c e s  

of t h e  P a t r i o t ,  and a l s o  t h a t  a  c h a r i v a r i  would be given t o  t h e  

r o y a l  p rosecu to r ,  who ordered t h a t  s ea rch .  The gendarme p a t r o l  

. w a s  t h e r e f o r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  homes .of M. P e t i t  and t h e  ro fa l  prose- 
\ 

c u t o r ,  bu t  d i s o r d e r  was seen (A.D. CGte d'Or 8 M 29) .  . 

This  j ~ x t a p o s i t i o n  of t h e  serenade and t h e  c h a r i v a r i  t e l l s  u s  about  
i 

a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of t h e s e  means of a c t i o n :  t h e  e i i s t e n c e  of 
1 

grada t fons  of t h e  performance running from very  nega t ive  t o  v'ery p o s i t i v e .  

On'e could organize  a  f r i e n d l y  c h a r i v a r i :  a serenade.  I n  f a c t ,  when t h e  
E 

deputy-philosopher Et ienne  Cabet a r r i v e d  i n  D i j  on i n  ~ovembe2 1833, 

1' many young people" immediately gave him a serenade .  Dur ingt the  f e s t i v -  
j 

ff j ies  t h e  innkeeper Mortureux was a r r e s t e d  f o r  " s e d i t i o u s  c r i e s ; "  he had 
t 

shouted " ~ o n i  l i v e  t h e  Republic" (A.D. Cbte d'Or 8 M 29) .  

For another  twenty yea r s ,  t h e  c h a r i v a r i  cont inued t o  f i l l  t h e  

p o l i c e  d o s s i e r s  .of Dijon--and, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  of o t h e r  French c i t i e s .  

Af t e r  t h e  Revolut ion of 1848, i t s  i r r e v o c a b l e  d e c l i n e  began. '  I f  you run  

through t h e  d o s s i e r s  of t h e  Third Republic ,  you encounter  p l e n t y  of ac- 

t i o n s  of workers and peasan t s  which a t t r a c t  p o l i c e  a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t  almost 

no t r a c e  of t h a t  once- f lour i sh ing  r i t u a l ,  i n  e i t h e r  i t s  moral o r  i t s  

p o l i t i c a l  form. So we a r e  dea l ing  w i t h  a  form of a c t i o n  which d i d  p l en ty  



of work for the ordinary people of the old regime, which adapted to dif- 

ferent circumstances and to broad social changes, but which w&nt into re- 

tirement in the age of unions, associations and political parties. 

The existence of that range of applications of a musicallsanction 

rafses an interesting series of problems. First of all we notice the 

pagadoxical combination of ritual and flexibility. As in every well- 

defined, familiar game, the players know how to modify, improvise, 

elaborate, even innovate while respecting the ground rules. From the 

Revolution onward, we see the players extending the charivari from its 

moral base to explicitly political affairs. The charivari is a well- 
1 

defined means of collective action, parallel in that regard to voting, 

demonstrating, petitioning and striking. Like every means of collective 

action, the charivari has its own applications and its particular his- 

tory. But at a given point in history it belongs to a familiar repertoire 

of collective actions which are at the disposition of ordinary people. 

The. repertoire of collective actions therefore evolves in twokdifferent 

ways: the set of means available to people changes as a function of 

social, economic and political transformations, while each individual 

means of action adapts to new interests and opportunities for "ation. 

, Tracing that double evolution of the repertoire is a fundamental task 

for' social history. 

How the Revolution Mattered 

What that trace shows makes quiti a difference to our understanding 

nf  major political changes. We can, for example, imagine three different 

roles for the French Revolution in the transformation of collective ac- 
I 

tion: as a hinge, as a milestone or as an episode. If it acted as a 

hinge, the Revolution changed the whole direction in which collective 



action was evolving. Thus Albert Soboul, despite some concessions to 

pre-revolutionary changes and to the general drift of history, declares 

that the Revolution "transformed French existence fundamentally, making 
I 

it correspond to the views of the bourgeoisie and the owning classes'' , 

(Soboul 1962: 520). 

Seen as a milestone, the Revolution marked but one stage among others 

in the course of a transformation already well begun, and continuing 

afterward. Michelet, for example, portrays an acceleration of the march 

of justice and of the French people under the Revolution, In his view, 
.I 

the acceleration reinforced the continuous movement of history, rather 

than contradicting, interrupting or even deflecting it. 

If, finally, we see the RevolutTon as an episode, we claim that at 

most it broke the continuity of a set of social conditions which took 

hold again later as if the Revolution had not taken place. Although he 

does allow the.Revolutionary period some peculiarities of itsiown, Yves- 

Marie Bercg's analysis of peasant ,uprisings from the sixteenth to the 

nineteenth century concludes that "the peasant risings of 1789-93 do not 

display any fundamental break with the prior pattern of communal revolts. 

The'y were in fact a survival of old forms, and did not mark the appear- 

ance of new forms of violence" (Berc6 1974: 162). 

The notions of the   evolution as hinge, milestone or episode obviously 

app'ly to popular collective action as well as to social organization in 

general. Our historical promenade in the Dijonnais leads in the direction 

of the second notion: milestone rather than hinge or episode: The Revo- 

lution, that is, marked a stage of a process which was already visible 

in the eighteenth century and was still active in the nineteenth. The 

stage was crucial. The process itself was complex, including the resis,- 

tance of local interests against the incursions of the state and of 



c a p i t a l i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r i s e  of d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  of a s s o c i a t i o n  a s  t h e  
' ,. 

bases  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of power s t r u g g l e s  and 

a  s o r t  of p o l i t i c i z a t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  
I 

These conclus ions  emerge a t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s :  from t h e  s tudy  
; 

of t h e  occas ions  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  from t h e  mid-eighteenth t o  t h e  mid- 
1 

n ine t een th  cen tu ry ;  from t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  
i 

a c t i o n  dur ing  t h e  same per iod;  and from r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  work of t h e  
I 

Revolution i t s e l f .  

A t  t h e  l e v e l  of occasions f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  i t  i s  remarkable 

how much t h e  de fense  of th rea tened  i n t e r e s t s  outweighed t h e  )pursu i t  of 
t 

7 

hopes f o r  a  happier  f u t u r e .  I f  i n  France a s  a  whole t h e  seventeenth  

century  was t h e  h e r o i c  age of t a x  r e b e l l i o n s ,  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and f i r s t  

ha l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  f i s c a l  inno- 
t 

v a t i o n s  cont inued ,  w h i l e ' s t r u g g l e s  over  food supply and common r i g h t s  
> 

increased .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a t  p lay  were those  of 'small l o c a l  

u n i t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  peasant  communities. The growth of c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  

expansion of t h e  s t a t e  requi red  t h e  " l i b e r a t i o n "  of r e sou rces  over  which 

the  needs of t h e  l o c a l  u n i t  had exe rc i sed  p r i o r i t y .  The Revolut ion 
1 3 

,p%ayed t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  r o l e  of a c c e l e r a t i n g  t h e  t h r e a t  whi ld  i nc reas ing  
I 1 

t h e  chances f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i t .  

A t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  cen tu ry  

from 1750 t o  1850 brought an a m p l i f i c a t i o n  and e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  means 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  people  without  e l imina t ing  any of t h e  p r inc ipa l '  forms of 

a c t i o n  a l r eady  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t . t h e  beginning of t h e  pe r iod .  ; It was t h e  

second h a l f  of t h e  n ine t een th  century  t h a t  brought t h e  d isappearance  of 

t h e  c h a r i v a r i ,  t h e  c l a s s i c  food r i o t ,  t h e  armed r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  t a x  

c o l l e c t o r ,  and even t h e  i n t e r - v i l l a g e  brawl. During t h e  hundred previous  

yea r s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  we s e e  t h e  appearance of t h e  demonst ra t ion ,  t h e  devel- 

opment of t h e  s t r i k e ,  t h e  r i s e  of t h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y - c a l l e d  m;eting a s  means 



. . 
. . . . 

arid context of action'. Despite the defens'ive orientation of ,an important'.,. 
. . , . . .. 

part of the period's collective alctions, the means of,offensive collective 
, . 

. . 

< .  . .. ... .. .. adtion were fo&i_ngi.,.Th.ey were forming on an enlarged.scale,: on the base 

of new sorts of organizations. The Revolution again played a contradic- 
i 

tory role. Althqugh the- revolutionary legislation opposed special-in- 

terest associations,. the experience of. popuiar assemblies, revolutionary 
t 

associations and national elections provided a model and, to some degree, 

a-guarantee for action organized around a collective interest. 

Rural Conflicts Before and After 
1 

The experience of Burgundy again gives us some concrete illustrat.ions 

. .<  .. . .___._ . . - .  ... . . of these genqral procgs,ses. In rural. Burgundy, the collective action of 

the eighteenth century had a strong anticaiitalist orientation. It was, 

as we have already seen, the golden age of food riots. The crises of 

1709, 1758 and 1775 brought their clusters of conflicts, and others ap- 
1 

.'* . ,  peared in between the great crises. That is the meaning of the 1770 
t 

( - 
edict of the Parlement of Burgundy which forbade, like so many other 

edicts of the period 
C 

to gather and stop wagons loaded with wheat or other grain, on 
5 .  I 

roads, in cities, towns or villages, on pain of ~~ecial'prose- 
, f 

cution . . . (A.D. d t e  d'Or C 81). 
j 

That blockage of grain expressed the demand of ordinary people that the 

needs of the community have priority over the requirements of the market. 

Tbe market, and therefore the merchants as well. 
I 

The second common form of anticapitalist action was less routine 

and more ironic. It was local resistance to the landlords' *consolidation 

of lands and o£ rights in. the land. The irony lies in our nbrmal readi- 

ness to place the landlords themselves in the anticapitalist' camp. As 



t h e  g r e a t  r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n  P i e r r e  de Saint-Jacob showed, t h e  Burgundian 

l and lo rds  of t h e  period-- including both  t h e  "old" n o b i l i t y  and t h e  en- 

nobled o f f i c i a l s  and merchants--played t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  game by s e i z i n g  

t h e  f o r e s t s ,  usurping common l ands ,  enc los ing  f i e l d s  and i n s i s t i n g  on 

c o l l e c t i n g  a l l  t h e  u se  f e e s  t o  which t h e i r  manors gave them'claim.  

Rural people fought  back. S u i t s  a g a i n s t  l and lo rds  m u l t i p l i e d ,  a  f a c t  

- ..- I .  

which de  Saint-Jacob i n t e r p r e t s  a s  evidence not  only .o f  s e i i n i o r i a l  aggres- 
. . .  - .  . -  , .  

. . .. 

s i o n  bu t  a l s o  of an inc reas ing  l i b e r a t i o n  of t h e  peasan t s  from t r a d i -  

t i o n a l  r e s p e c t .  (Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie  b i d s  up t h e  argument f a r t h e r  
.. . ... , 

by w r i t i n g  of '  a  " p i i l i t i c i z a t i o n "  of peasant  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  s t rgundy:  

Le Roy Ladurie  1974.) 

Where the  l awsu i t  was imposs ib le  o r  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  peasan t s  r e s i s t e d  

t h e  s e i z u r e  of commons by occupying them, r e s i s t e d  enc losu res  by break- 

ing  t h e  hedges o r  fences .  A s  P i e r r e  de Saint-Jacob d e s c r i b e s  i t :  

The wardens of Ath ie  were a t t acked  by the  people of Viberny'  

f o r  t r y i n g  t o  f o r b i d  e n t r y  t o  a  shepherd. On t h e  l ands  of 

' . Bernard de  F o n t e t t e ,  P i e r r e  ~ g s a r  du C r e s t ,  t h e  l o r d  o'f Sa in t -  

Aubin, organized an  unusual  expedi t ion .  He went w i t h  37 men 

armed wi th  "guns, s t a k e s  and s t aves"  t o  break down t h e  en- 

c lo su res .  They l e d  i n  40 c a t t l e  under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  b f  two 

' guards "with guns and hunt ing  dogs," and kept  t h e  t e n a n t s  of 

Bernard d e  F o n t e t t e  from b r ing ing  i n  t h e i r  c a t t l e .  In. Char- 

mois, a t  t h e  urg ing  of two women, a  band of peasan t s  w.ent t o  

break down a  fence  s e t  up by t h e  overseer  of Grenand who could 

do nothing b u t  watch and r e c e i v e  t h e  j e e r s  of t h e  c.ro&, I n  

Panth ier ,  a  merchant wanted t o  enc lose  h i s  meadow; he igot 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n  from t h e  l o c a l  cou r t .  People assembled i i n . t h e  

square  and decTded t o  break  t h e  hedges ,wh ich  was done 



t h a t  n i g h t .  They l e d  i n  t h e  ho r ses . ,  The merchant wanced t o  

chase them away, bu t  t h e  young people who were guarding them 

stopped him, "say5ng t h a t  they were on t h e i r  own p rope r ty ,  i n  

a  pub l i c  meadow, t h a t  they  had broken t h e  enc losu res  and t h a t  

they  would break  them again .  . ." (Saint-Jacob 1960: 370-371). 

A s  we can s e e ,  t h e  oppos i t ion  was not  d i r e c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a g a i n s t  

t h e  landed n o b i l i t y ,  bu t  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  of any c l a s s  who chewed 

a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t s  of t h e  r u r a l  community. I f  i n  Longecourt i n  

1764 i t  was t h e  l o r d  who demanded h i s  own s h a r e  of t h e  commons, i n  

Darois  two yea r s  l a t e r  t he  Chapter of Sainte-Chapel le ,  i n  Dijon,  t r i e d  

t o  t a k e  a  s h a r e  of t h e  communal woods, and i n  ~ i l l ~ - l e - ~ r ~ l &  i n  1769 

i t  was a  farmer-notary who enclosed a  meadow only  t o  s e e  t h e  d i t c h e s  
I 

f i l l e d  i n  by t h e  l o c a l  people (A.D. m e  dlOr C 509, C 543;C 1553).  

What a  c o n t r a s t  wi th  r u r a l  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e -  Revolution! 

Food r i o t s  d id  su rv ive  u n t i l  t h e  middle of t h e  n ine t een th  century .  

For example, i n  A p r i l  1829 a  crowd i n  C h s t i l l o n  forced  M. Beaudoin, 

ope ra to r  of a  f l o u r  m i l l ,  t o  s e l l  h i s  wheat a t  5  f r a n c s  andr25 sous 

per  double bushe l ,  when he had posted t h e  p r i c e  a t  5F30 (A.D. CiZte d t O r  

M 8 I1 4 ) .  A t  t h e  next  market,  s e v e r a l  b r igades  of gendarmes were on 

hand t o  prevent  such "d isorders"  (A.D. C & e  d tOr  8  M 27).  Although 

t h e  food r i o t  cont inued t o  f l o u r i s h ,  pos t - revolu t ionary  r u r a l  s t r u g g l e s  

bore  hard ly  a  t r a c e  of t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  landlords:  In s t ead  

they concerned t h e  p o l i c i e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f i s c a l  policies, of 

t he  s t a t e .  : 

The a c t i v e  groups of t h e  n ine t een th  century  came espec.kally from 

t h e  smal l  l andholders  and t h e  workers of t h e  commercialized', f u l l y  

c a p i t a l i s t  v ineyards .  Robert Laurent p o r t r a y s  t h a t  s o r t  of p r o t e s t  a s  



I 

,it'took place just after the Revolution of 1830: 

n . . . in September, the announcement.of the resumption of 
the inventory of wine on the premises of winegrowers Started 

turbulent demonstrations, near-riots, in Beaune. On the 

12th of September at the time of the National Guard review 

I I cries of anger against the Revenue Administration [la ~ggie] 

rose from its very ranks." Told that the residents of the 

' suburbs planned to go to the tax offices in order to burn 

the registers as they had in 1814, the mayor thought it prudent 

r that evening to call the artillery company to arms and convoke 

j part of the National Guard for 5 o'clock the next morning. On 

the 13th, toward 8 A.M., "a huge crowd of winegrowers and workers," 
I 

shouting "down with the wolves, I' down with excise taxes, " 

occupied the city hall square. To calm the demonstrators 

the mayor had to send the National Guard home at once: 

"The crowd then dispersed gradually" (Laurent 1957: I;. 484-485). 

Despite that peaceful dispersion, the authorities had to delay the in- 

ventory of wine. In Meursault it was less peaceful: the winegrowers 

drove out the tax men. 

. . What is more, the anti-tax movement'connected directly; to political 

movements. The winegrowing area stood out for its republiganism; that 

was especially true of the hinterlands of Dijon and Beaune.; In fact, 

we have already had a foretaste of the Burgundian flavor: .[the search 

of newspaper offices which incited the serenade and the chakivari of 

September 1833 had to do with the Patriote de la-cate dlOr.> The news- ---- 

paper was being prosecuted for promoting resistance to tax collection. 

Etienne Cabet, deputy of the vineyard region, took up the d'efense of 



the newspaper. And during the Cabetian serenade of November 1833, 

people shouted not only "Long live the Republic" but also "Down with 

the excise, taxes. I' 

What Was Changing? 

All 'things considered, we observe a significant transformation of 

the r-epertoire of collective action in Burgundy. As compared with the 

means; of action prevailing before the Revolution, those of-the nine- 

teenth century were less tied to a communal base, more attached to 

national politics. Associations, clubs, societies played an increasing 

part.. Yet there were important continuities: the survival of the char- 

vari,, the food riot, the classic anti-tax rebellion; the persistent 

orientation to the protection of local interests against the claims of. 

the state and the market rather than to the creation of a better future. 

The o;Id regime repertoire of collective action survived the   evolution. 

The Eorms of action themselves altered, adapted to new conditions; 

among other things, we notice a sort of politicization of all the forms. 

New forms of collective action arose; so far we have noticed especially 

'the appearance of the demonstration as a distinctive rneans'of action. 

~ater we shall see the strike taking on importance as wellr. That hun- 

dred years spanning the Revolution was a period of transfohnation and 

'of gr:owth of the means of collective action. 

What of the Revolution's place in that transformation~and growth 

of the means of collective action? The Revolution broughtran extra- 

ordinary level o'f collective action, a politicization of ail interests 

and thus of almost all the means of action, a centralizati'on of'power 

and ehus of struggles for power, a frenzy of association and thus of 

action on the basis of associations, a promotion of the conditions 



I I 

for .the development of capitalism and bourgeois hegemony and thus of 

I 

a mounting threat to non-capitalist, non-bourgeois interests. If 

that summary is correct, the Revolution acted as a fundamental stage 

in the course of a transformation far longer and larger than the Revo- 

lution itself. Like the seventeenth-century consolidation of the 

national state, the changes of the Revolution led to a significant al- 

teration of the prevailing modes of popular collective action. 

The evolution of collective action had not ended, however. Al- 

though the Dijon winegrowers' demonstrations of the 1830s certainly 

display many more familiar features than the Lanturelus of the .1630s, 

they also show their age. Nowadays, the successors of those winegrowers 

typically assemble outside the departmental capital, grouped around 

placards and banners identifying their drganizations and summarizing 

their demands. The classic charivari and food riot have vanished, 

along with a number of other forms of action which persisted into the 

nineteenth century. Today's large-scale actions are even more heavily 

concentrated in Dijon, Beaune and other cit'ies than they were in the 

11830s. Labor unions and political parties often appear in the action. 

Although prices and taxes continue to be frequent causes for complaint, 

such exotic questions as American warmaking in Vietnam and the future 

of students in sports and physical education exercise many a crowd. 

As the world has changed, so has its collective action. 

The Twentieth Century 

In order to find the twentieth-century equivalent of the old 

Series I of the municipal archives, we have to walk thefew blocks to 

the departmental archives, or even take the three-hour train trip to 

Paris for an exploration of the national archives. With the Revolution 



and--especially--with the building of a national police apparatus under 

Napoleon three important changes occurred. First, the surveillance, 

control and repression of collective action became the business of 

specialized local representatives of the national government: police- 
I 

men, prosecutors, spies, and others. Second, the procedures of surveil- 

. lance, control-and repression bureaucratized, routinized, became ob- 

jects of regular reporting and inspection. Third, anticipatory sur- 

veillance greatly increased: the authorities watched groups carefully, 

to see what collective action they might take in the future, and to 

be ready for it. The user of French archives notices these changes in 

a significant expansion of the documentation available, and a signifi- 

cant displacement from the files of the many local old-regime authori- 

ties which had some jurisdiction over collective action to the files 

of a relatively small number of agencies of the national government. 

That is why the departmental and national archives yield so much more 

of our nineteenth- and twentieth-century evidence. 

Bundle SM 3530 oi the Cste dlOr departmental archive-s illustrates 

all these points. SM 3530 contains reports of cornmissaikes - de police, 

regional police officials, from 1914 through 1922. On th'e whole, 

SM 3530 is less exotic than its old-regime predecessors. The reports 

describe nothing so splendid as the 1564 entry into Dijon by Charles.IX, 

when no fewer than twenty-three paint-ers were .among the hundreds of 

people paid for helping prepare the "works and mysteriesjnecessary for 

the arrival and entry of the King" (A.M. Dijon I 18)', or the 1766 city 

hall concert in honor of the Pisince of-.~onde/,- which featured the prodi- 

gious Mozart children from Salzburg (A.M. Dijon' B 400). The? do, how- 

ever, .tell us of General Pershing's .arrival in '1919 (He and' Col ... Howlet, 

the local American commander, dined at the h st el de lat Cloche; alas, 

no "works and mysteries" were performed) and of the allegedly 



/ antipatriotic performance by music-hall star Montehus in 1917 (while . .  

Dijon's --- Le Bien du Peuple declared that ~ontghus had proposed "civil 

war after the fighting had ended," the five off-duty policemen in the 

, audience who were later interrogated said Montghus had told the crowd 

he was a revolutionary socialist, but that politics would have to wait 

while there was a war on.) By contrast with the cramped handwritten 

minutes and elegantly penned proclamations of the seventeenth century, 

these twentieth-century dossiers contain many typewritten reports, some 

telegrams, occasional notes of telephone conversations, scattered news- 

paper clippings and a few standard printed forms. As archeological 

specimens, they clearly belong to our own era. 

Those are only their most superficial ties to the twentieth century. 

The dossiers of SM 3530 also provide clear traces of the great events 

of the time: the World War appears in such guises as the antiwar demon- 

strations of 1914 and the ceremonies, on the Fourth of ~ u l y  1918, re- 

:naming the Place du Peuple as the Place du ~re'sident Wilson. The Rus- 

'sian Revolution shows up in 1918 in the form of "Bolshevis't propaganda" 

%spread by the detachment of 220 Russian soldiers at Dijon 'and by a few 

~ussian civilians in the city. The national split of the !labor move- 

ment into Communist and Socialist branches leaves its mark in the 1922 

,fractionation of the departmental labor federation. The major events 

of political history have their immediate counterparts in ;the stream 

of collective action gauged by the local police. ; 

The reports of 28 July 1914 give a sense of the twentiieth-century 

tone : 

This evening,'toward 6 P.M., a group of about a hundryed workers, 

composed mainly of Spaniards and Italians and also of young 



people  from t h e  c i t y  aged 16  t o  18 ,  a lmost  a l l  of them workers 

a t  t h e  P e t i t  Bernard glassworks,  formed s p o n t a n e o u s l j  i n t o  

a parade a t  t h e  P l ace  du Peuple  and,  pass ing  through Chabot 

Charny and L i b e r t g  s t r e e t s ,  went t o  t h e  P l a c e  Darcy, s h o u t i n g  
, 

"~own  w i t h  war! We want peace!" Because t h e  demonstrat ton was 

growing from moment t o  moment. and bccause i t  seemed tb be  

of a kind which would produce d i s o r d e r  i n  t h e  streets and- 

a g i t a t e  popular  f e e l i n g ,  I immediately took t h e  neces'sary 

measures t o  s t o p  t h e  demonstrat ion and, w i t h  t h e  a i d  .of a. number 

of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  p o l i c e ,  I managed t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  demons-trators 

a t  t h e  P l ace  Darcy and on t h e  Boulevard de  s6vign6,  and by 7:20 

calm had r e tu rned .  

The commissaire 's  h e l p e r s  had picked up t h e  g roup ' s  marching o r d e r s ,  

which read  "Calm. Don't resist t h e  p o l i c e ,  d i s p e r s e .  1n case-  of 

breakup, reform a t  t h e  corner  of - Le Mi ro i r .  I f  broken up a g a i n ,  re- 

form~ i n  fromt of & ~ r o g r b s ,  then  i n  f r o n t  of -- Le Bien  Publ'ic. No 

shou t s ,  no . s ing ing .  I n  f r o n t  of Le progr\es,  on ly  one shout :  Vive l a  

paix.. I' 

To anyone who has  taken p a r t  i n  twent ie th-century  demons t ra t ions ,  

b o t h - s i d e s  of t h e  s t o r y  a r e  wea r i l y  f a m i l i a r .  Despi te  h i s  a l l u s i o n  t o  

I '  spon tane i ty , "  t h e  p o l i c e  i n s p e c t o r  recognizes  t h e  event  a s  an unauthor- 
\ 

ized:  demonstrat ion,  and takes  t h e  s t anda rd  s t e p s  t o  check i t .  The 

g lassworkers ,  on t h e i r  s i d e ,  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  p o l i c e ,  

and make contingency p l ans .  The p l a y e r s  know t h e i r  s t a g e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  

a l though t h e  s c r i p t  l e aves  p l en ty  of room f o r  improvisa t ion ,  and no 

one i s  s u r e  how i t  w i l l  end. The demons t ra tors  want t o  assemble as many 

people  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a v i s i b l e  and symbol ica l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  



p lace ,  and d i s p l a y  t h e i r  common d e v o t i o n . t o  a  s i n g l e  wel l-defined pro- 

gram. The event  s h a r e s  some p r o p e r t i e s  wi th  t h e  Lanturelu'  of 1630, t h e  

serenade of 1790, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r i v a r i  of 1830. It b e a r s  a  much 

g r e a t e r  resemblance t o  t h e  winegrowers' t a x  p r o t e s t  of 1830. It is 

t h e  fu l l - f l edged  demonstrat ion,  a  v a r i e t y  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  which 

germinated i n  t h e  . l ineteenth century  and flowered i n  t h e  twen t i e th .  

Demonstrations,  s t r i k e s  and p u b l i c  meetings dominate t h e  pub l i c ly -  

< 
v i s i b l e  a c t i o n s  r epo r t ed  i n  SM 3530 over t h e  whole per iod  from 1914 t o  

1922. By B a s t i l l e  Day 1921 t h e  themes of peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  

had r e tu rned  t o  prominence a f t e r  t h e i r  d i s s o l u t i o n  i n  worid War I. On 
:i 

t h e  morning of t h a t  ho l iday  t h e  "communist s o c i a l i s t s "  of ' ~ i j o n  organ- 

a 
i z ed  a  march t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  cemetery. 150 t o  200 people ( i nc lud ing  some 

20 women) ga thered  a t  t h e  P l ace  du ~ r g s i d e n t  Wilson. Young people  d i s -  

t r i b u t e d  h a n d b i l l s  a s  they paraded. A t  t h e  head of t h e  p roces s ion  

< 
came t h r e e  d i g n i t a r i e s  from t h e  l a b o r  exchange, t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  so- 

1 

c i a l i s t  newspaper, a  former deputy and a  departmental  c o u n c i l  member. 

"Next came tweri tychi ldren ca r ry ing  f lowers  and t h r e e  r ed  f l a g s  r ep re -  

sen t ing ,  t h e  A.R.A.C. ,  t h e  union f e d e r a t i o n  and t h e  s o c i a l f s t  p a r t y ,  

then s i x  s i g n s  say ing  WAR AGAINST WAR, WE HATE HATRED, AMNESTY, HANDS 

US (CLEMENCEAU)." Leaders of t h e  movement gave speeches a t  t h e  1870-71 

war monument, and members of t h e  crowd ceremoniously l a i d  ou t  t h r e e  

bouquets---one each f o r  t h e  French, I t a l i a n  and German dead. "The ban- 

n e r s  were fo lded  up," t h e  i n s p e c t o r  t e l l s  u s ,  "and t h e  crowd l e f t  t h e  

cemetery wi thout  i n c i d e n t  a t  11:30 A.M." 

I n  t h e  mids t  of t h i s  s e r i e s  of r e p o r t s  come p e r i o d i c . a p p r a i s a l s  

of l o c a l  "publ ic  s p i r i t . "  E s p r i t  pub l i c  r e f e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  l i k e l y  



i n t e n s i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o n : t h e  p a r t  of d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  of t h e  popula t ion .  The job of t h e  s p i e s ,  in formers  and :obsg rve r s  

i 
employed by t h e  p o l i c e  i s  to .gauge  and document t hose  l i k e l i h o o d s .  I n  

1918, we f i n d  our  i n spec to r  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  pub l i c  prosecutor  t h a t  

I 

The world of f a c t o r y  and shop workers i s  complaining about  

t h e  c o s t  of l i v i n g  but  has  n o t  been too  hard h i t  s o  f a r .  b.y 

t h e  new c o n t r o l s .  I n  any c a s e ,  they  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h e i r  

p a r t .  . : The t h r e e  groups of : r a i l r o a d  workers ( t r a i n s ,  roadbed 

and ope ra t ions )  a r e  holding s e c r e t  meet ings,  and t a l k i n g  
t 

about  occupat iona l  ques t ions ;  they expec t  a  follow-through 

on t h e  promises made t o  them; t h a t  looks  'to me l i k e  a s o r e '  

p o i n t  which could br ing  on some a g i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t h r e  i f  they 

i 
don ' t  r e c e i v e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I n  m y  op in ion  i t  would be  a  good 

i d e a  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  ques t ion  of s p e c i a l  compensation a s  soon 

T 
a s  poss ib l e .  

Nothing unusual about  a l l  t h i s .  That i s  t h e  po in t :  By 1918, we have 
i 

a p o l i c e  f o r c e  r o u t i n e l y  scanning t h e  world of workers ,  s t u d e n t s  and 

i 
p o l t t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  f o r  any s i g n s  of " a g i t a t i o n , "  any p r e d i c t o r s  of con- 

4 

c e r t e d  a c t i o n .  That same p o l i c e  f o r c e  has  developed s tandard  procedures 

f o r  monitor ing,  conta in ing  and, on occas ion ,  breaking up meet ings,  deinon- 

s t r a t i o n s  and s t r i k e s  when they do occur .  Its bus ines s  is  r ep res s ion .  

By comparison w i t h  the  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e s e  twentieth-century 
- .  

act.Zons a r e  l a r g e  i n  s c a l e ,  s t r o n g l y .  t i e d  t o  formal organ:izat:ioils pur- 

suhg de f ined  p u b l i c  programs, c l o s e l y  monitored by t h e  po l i ce .  Thei r  

va r9e ty  and c o l o r  appear t o  have diminished:  t h e  c h a r t v a r i  and i t s  

c o q a n i o n  forms of s t r e e t  t h e a t e r ,  f o r  example, d i sappeared  farom t h e  

popular r e p e r t o i r e w i t h o u t  replacement.  Popular  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  chan- 

nehed i t s e l f  i n t o  meet ings,  s t r i k e s ,  demonst ra t ions  and a few r e l a t e d  
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types  of ga the r ing .  These r e c e n t  changes a l l  cont inue  t r e n d s  which 

were c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  by the  middle of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  centu#ry. The 

same s o r t s  of changes i n  i n t e r e s t ,  o rgan iza t ion  and oppor tun i ty  t h a t  

we have seen  going on i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  cont inued i n  t h e  twen- 

t i e t h :  i n c r e a s i n g  s t a t e  c o n t r o l  of e s s e n t i a l  d e c i s i o n s  and r e sources ,  

expanding importance of s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  growing range  

of governmental s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  and s o  on. I n  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  

l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  per iod  s i n c e  t h e  Revolut ion of 1848 

is d e f i n i t e l y  of a  p i ece .  

Long-Run Changes i n  Co l l ec t ive  Action 

The chronology of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  which emerges from our  ex- 

p l o r a t i o n  of Burgundy has some s u r p r i s e s  i n  i t .  I f  t h e  Revolution 

of 1789 was n o t  a  hinge b u t ' a  mi l e s tone ,  t h e  less momentous Revo- 

l u t i o n  of 1848 has  some claim t o  be a  hinge;  a  g r e a t e r  change i n  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  and d i r e c t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  occurred i n  t h e  middle 

of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  than a t  t h e  end of t h e  e igh teen th .  To 

f i n d  a  comparable t r a n s i t i o n ,  we must look back t o  t h e  middle of 

t h e  seventeenth  century ,  t he  per iod  of t heFronde .  Then, a s  i n  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  a  g r e a t  expansion and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of s t a t e  

power a l t e r e d  t h e  cha rac t e r  of con ten t ion  f o r  power. I n  Burgundy, 

a s  e lsewhere,  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  showed up f i r s t  and most v i s i b l y  a s  a  

s e r i e s  7 r e b e l l i o n s  a g a i n s t  new and expanded t a x a t i o n .  The Lan tu re lu  

of 7.630 i s  : I  c a s e  i n  po in t .  From t h a t  t ime on,  Burgundy a n d  most of 

.France moved i n t o  two c e n t u r i e s  of i n t e r m i t t e n t  popular  r e s i s t a n c e  

t o  .i:?.n expansion of s t a t e  power and t h e  growth of c a p i t a l i s t  proper-  

t:: i-c:l.ations. Ant i -conscr ip t ion  movements, food r i o t s ,  i nvas ions  

of f i e l d s ,  f u r t h e r  t a x  r e b e l l i o n s  s t a r t e d t h a t  popular  r e s i s t a n c e .  



People had fought taxes and military service long before 1630. 
. . 

The 'mid-seventeenth century nevertheless served as a hinge in the 

history of collective action. Before that point local authoriities 

and regional magnates were often available'as allies; in popular 

rebellion they saw the means of retaining their liberties or ex- 

panding their power. The great rebellions of the seventeenth cen- 

tury all built on the complicity or active support of local author- 

ities and regional magnates. Starting with the repression of the 

,Fronde, Louis XIV and his ministers managed to check, coopt, replace 

or liquidate most of their regional rivals. After swelling in the 

seventeenth century, with considerable support from authorities and 

magnates, popular resistance continued on its own for two centuries 

more. It changed form as interests, organization and opportunity 

shifted. We have noticed the durable rise of the food riot amt the 

end of the seventeenth century, as the pressure on commun!ities to . 

surrender local grain reserves to the demands of the nati'onal market 

increased, and gained the support of royal officials. Wet have seen 

the rise and fall of rural efforts to defend communal rights to 

glean or pasture against the efforts of landlords to consolidate 

their holdings and make their property claims exclusive. This sort 

of resistance to the claims of the state and the demands of capitalism 

persisted unabated into the nineteenth century. 

The nineteenth-century transition brought a great and rapid de- 

cline in the two-hundred-year-old resistance to statemaking and capi- 

talism. Although the mobilization and politicization of 'the 1789 

Revolution anticipated some of its effects, the Revolution of 1848 

marked--and helped produce--a major swing away from the defense of 



l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  expansion of t h e  s t a t e  and of cap i t a l i sm;  

toward popular  e f f o r t s  t o  organize  around i n t e r e s t s  on a r e l a t i v e l y  

l a r g e  s c a l e  and t o  s e i z e  some c o n t r o l  over  t h e  s t a t e  a n d l o v e r  t h e  

.means of product ion .  We have no t i ced  t h e  v i r t u a l  d i sappearance  of 

t h e  food r i o t  and t h e  o l d  s t y l e  of t a x  r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  f l o u r i s h i n g  of 

t h e  s t r i k e ,  of t h e  demonstrat ion,  and of t h e  p u b l i c  meeting a s  means 

of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  

C o l l e c t i v e  Act ion  a s  an  Object of H i s t o r i c a l  Study 

What s o r t  of h i s t o r y  i s  t h i s ?  It c u t s  a c r o s s  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  

s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  economic h i s t o r y  .as we u s u a l l y  imagine them. The 

c a t e g o r i e s  and pe r iods  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y  d o , n o t  fo l low 

simply from those  of p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  economic h i s t o r y .  Col- 

l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  fo l lows  i ts  own course.  Like t h e  h i s t o r y  of s c i e n c e ,  

demographic h i s t o r y  o r  urban h i s t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r y . o f  c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  has  i t s  own l o g i c  and momentum. Like  t h e  h i s t o r y  of s c i e n c e ,  

demographic h i s t o r y  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of c i t i e s ,  i t  depends i n t i m a t e l y  

i 

on economic, p o l i t i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  changes o u t s i d e  i t s  own domain, 
i 

bu t  i s  no t  simply r e d u c i b l e  t o  any of them. Our b r i e f  look a t  Bur- 
L 

gundy has g iven  u s  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  impact on c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  of changes i n  power s t r u c t u r e  and i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of pro- 

duc t ion ,  bu t  i t  has  a l s o  shown u s  how t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e p e r t o i r e  of co l -  

l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and t h e  previous exper ience  of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t o r s  

c o n s t r a i n  t h e  way they  a c t  t oge the r  on i n t e r e s t s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s  and 

gr ievances .  I n s t e a d  of t r e a t i n g  i t  a s  a  minor e l a b o r a t i b n  of p o l i -  
I 

t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  h i s tory- - for  example a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  which George 

~ u d k l a b e l e d  The Crowd i n  History--we have some war ran t  t o  w r i t e  --- 

t h e  h i s t o r y  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  i t s  own terms. 



Before w e  s t a k e  ou t  a  new h i s t o r i c a l  f i e l d ,  however, we should 

. . 
no t  a s k  merely whether i t  is  conce ivable  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  We have 

t o  a s k  whether i t  is coherent ,  worthwhile and a c c e s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  

c a s e  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  t h e  answer t o  a l l  t h r e e  seems t o  be  yes.. 

The s u b j e c t  i s  coherent  i n  s e v e r a l  fundamental regards :  any g iven  

popula t ion  tends  t o  have a  f a i r l y  l i m i t e d  and we l l - e s t ab l i shed  s e t  

of means f o r  a c t i o n  on shared i n t e r e s t s ,  and t o  change those  means 

l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ;  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  means of a c t i o n ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of a c t i o n ,  

. t h e  i n t e n s i t i e s  and l o c i  of a c t i o n  change i n  an. i n t e l l i g i b l e  manner 

i n  t h e  course of such l a r g e  s c a l e  changes a s  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and 

s tatemaking;  we can reasonably a s k  t h e  same ques t ions  about  i n t e r e s t ,  
! 

organ iza t ion ,  oppor tun i ty  and a c t i o n  i n  widely d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s ,  
' r  

and can even expect  s i m i l a r  answers t o  some ques t ions  t o  come back 

from very  d i f f e r e n t  t imes and p l aces .  

Worthwhile? I n  t h e  long run ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n q u i r y  w i l l  

t e l l  us .  I n  advance, we can s e e  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  t h e  s tudy  of c o l l e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  g e t s  us  t o  t h e  problems t h a t  concerned t h e  o rd ina ry  a c t o r s  of 

h i s t o r y  i n  a  way t h a t  almost no o t h e r  i nqu i ry  does.  It t a k e s  i t s  

p l ace  wi th  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s tudy  of work and t h e  fami ly ;  i t  is about 

t h e  l o g i c ,  framework and con ten t  of everyday l i f e .  

The ques t ion  of a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i s  harder  t o  s e t t l e .  &Too l i t t l e  

of t h e  work of making t h e  evidence of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  and' 
b 

comprehensible has  been done. I n t e r e s t ,  oppor tuni ty ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  

action--none of them is  easy t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  of a  cen tu ry  

o r  two. The a c t i o n  i s  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  than t h e  r e s t ,  because t h e  most 

p r e c i s e  and voluminous r eco rds  come from l e g a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The 

a u t h o r i t i e s  t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what happened i n  o rde r  t o  punfsh it:'. . 
t 



t h i s  time and prevent  i t  next  t ime.  A s  f o r  i n t e r e s t ,  oppor tun i ty  

and o rgan iza t ion ,  we must e i t h e r  i n f e r  them from t h e  a c t i o n  i t s e l f ,  

guess  a t  them on t h e  b a s i s  of gene ra l  arguments, o r  p i e c e  them 

toge the r  from s c a t t e r e d ,  b r i t t l e  m a t e r i a l s .  When d e a l i n g ' w i t h  t h e  

a c t i o n s  of o rd ina ry  people,  most h i s t o r i a n s  content  themselves w i t h  
t 

t h e  f i r s t  two choices :  d e s c r i b e  what t h e  people d i d ,  then  deduce 

what i n t e r e s t s  they  were pursuing,  what o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  pursue  t h o s e  

i n t e r e s t s  they faced  and how they were organized from what t hey  s a i d  
t 

and d i d  during t h e  a c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  from gene ra l  arguments con- 
1 !- 

cern ing  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of crowds, t h e  n a t u r e  of peasant  l i f e ,  t h e  

meaning of r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  and s i m i l a r  not ' ions.  

I n  t h e  absence of d i r e c t ,  s o l i d  evidence concerning i n t e r e s t ,  

oppor tuni ty  and o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  i n d i r e c t  approach combining. g e n e r a l  

arguments w i th  obse rva t ions  from t h e  a c t i o n  can s e r v e  u s  w e l l .  A l l  

we need a r e  sound g e n e r a l  arguments, well-documented a c t i o n s ,  and t h e  ' . 

w i t  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  gene ra l  arguments when t h e  a c t i o n s  prove them 

Grong. I n  ana lyz ing  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  seventeenth-century r u r a l  

r e b e l s  who show up i n  h i s t o r y  books under such qua in t  names a s  Bonnets- 

Rouges, Nu-Pieds , Camisards and Croquants , Yves-Marie ~ercG! frames a 

u s e f u l  argument. A t  t h a t  t ime,  according t o  ~ e r c 6 ,  t h e  l o c a l  com- 

munity was t h e  main locus  of r u r a l  s o l i d a r i t y  and t h e  ch i e f  r e p o s i -  

t o r y  of r i g h t s  i n  which r u r a l  people had a  s t rong  investment .  The 

expansion of t h e  s t a t e  under Louis XI11 and.Louis  XIV t h r ea t ened  

both t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d ' t h e  r i g h t s .  

To each form of l o c a l  s o l i d a r i t y ,  ~ e r c g  a rgues ,  corresponded a  

form of r e b e l l i o n :  r e v o l t s  of i n s e c u r i t y  based o n , t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

'of common defense  a g a i n s t  marauders,  food r i o t s  based on t h e  communal 

1 



arrangements f o r  p rov i s ion ing  i n  hard t imes ,  f o r c e f u l  defense  of common 

a g r i c u x t u r a l  r i g h t s  based on t h e  p r e v i o u s , e x e r c i s e  aad r e c o g n i t i o n  of 

those  r i g h t s ,  r e b e l l i o n s  a g a i n s t  d i r e c t  t axes  based on t h e  long p a r t i c i -  

pa t ion  of t h e  l o c a l  community i n  t h e  assessment of t hose  t a x e s ,  armed 

r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i n d i r e c t  t axes  based on t h e  p r i o r  e x i s t e n c e  of l o c a l  

channefs f o r  t h e  t r a d i n g  of t h e  i tems  now s u b j e c t . t o  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t a x a t i o n  

and seiizure.  Says Bercz: 

It is roughly from 1660 t o  1680 t h a t ,  i r r e v e r s i b l y ,  communal 

powers were d ismant led ,  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y ,  j u d i c i a r y  and f i s c a l  

p re roga t ives  choked o r  revoked, t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h e d  r i g h t s  and 
2 

p r i v i l e g e s  crushed.  The chronology of g r e a t  popular  rebe l l ' ions  

fo l lows  t h e  same rhythm. Then t h e s e  r e a c t i o n s  of c o l l e c t i v e  

v io l ence  d ied  away a s  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t he  s t a t e  succeeded 

(Bercif 1974a: 117) .  

Bercg 's  summary underes t imates  t h e  importance of expanding c 'api ta l ism.  

Yet i t  p i n p o i n t s  themes which do r e c u r ,  t ime and t ime a g a i n , ' i n  seven- 

teenth-century r e v o l t s :  e s t a b l i s h e d  r i g h t s  being crushed ,  1-ong-res- 
I 

pected p r i v i l e g e s  being swept a s i d e .  That much appears  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  

i t s e l f ,  a s  when, i n  1636, t h e  peasants  of Saintonge dec l a red  

11 . . . t h a t  they  were good Frenchmen and would d i e ,  r a t h e r  than  l i v e  

any longer  under t h e  tyranny of P a r i s i a n s  who had reduced them t o  t h e  

despa i r  and extreme poverty i n  which our  province now f i n d  themselves 

because of t h e  g r e a t  t a x  assessments  and new burdens t h a t  they  have 

imposed upon us  and invented i n  t h i s  r e i g n  . . . ' I  ( ~ e r c e /  1974b: 736). 

The complaint from Saintonge i l l u s t r a t e s  both t h e  promise and 

t h e  pena l ty  of working wi th  obse rva t ions  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a lone .  

The promise i s  t h a t  people who a c t  t oge the r  gene ra l ly  have t h e i r  own 



r 

idea of the grievances, hopes and intersts which motivate them, and a 

notion of their chances of success. If the "tyranny of Parisians" re- 

appears in complaint after complaint, we have some warrant for believing 

that the people of Saintonge had a genuine grievance against demands 
i 

from outside. The penalty, however, is that the rhetoric of rebellion 
< 

does not reveal the origin or factual basis of the grievance: how to 
C 

distinguish, for example, between a longstanding condition recently 

become intolerable because of changing aspirations or self-definitions, 
L , ' 

and new privations which violate longstanding rights? 
I 

Part of the remedy consists of paying attention to the:whole pat- 
i 

0 

tern of actions and complaints: in old-regime France, almost every- 

one who made a public lament complained of "extreme poverty;" if you 
! 

did otherwise, there was the chance the tax collector would bite harder 

the next time he passed by. Complaints of "new burdens" and "Parisian 

tyranny," on the other hand, varied from place to place, time to. time, 

group to group. In that variation over place, time and group we have 

a khance to.try out our ideas concerning the interests, opportunities 

and .organization lying behind the collective action. In the case of 

~ercg's argument, we can determine whether there was, indeea, a ten- 
I 

dency for regions just coming under firm royal control to mount major 
i 

resistance movements, then lapse into docility as the state-won out. 
1 

(There was, although the connections were more complex thani~ercs's 

scheme allows.) 

Nevertheless, a broad correlation between the rhythm of statemaking 

an'd the rhythm of rebellion will leave open many alternative interpre- 

tations of the interests, opportunities and organization at;work. 

Eventually we will have to try to observe them directly. Two apparently 

contradictory strategies apply. The first is the more obvibus: dig 

7 



into the evidence concerning the settings in which collective action 

occurs.. With-enough spadework, it is often possible to discover the 
i 

interests, opportunities and organization in operation-outside rhe great 
b 

episodes ,of'action. But eventually we will need comparisons with places, 

times and groups in which little or no action occurred: if we find "ex- 

treme poverty" in the setting of every seventeenth-century rebellion, 

does that mean the peasants who did not rebel were less poor? That sort 

of question leads us to the second strategy: broad comparisons of places, 
I 

tim&s and groups which differed in interest, opportunity andi.organization. 

Did,their collective action, or lack of it, vary accordingly? 
. . 

In writing the history of collective action, we have a choice be- 
I ? 

tween historical particularism and the attempt to compare and generalize. 

In one view, all such comparisons are odious, first because they in- 

evitably warp the interpretation of the past to fit the preoccupation 

of the present, second because they wrench each event form the only con- 

text wkch can give it substance. "The ~urgundian of the seventeenth 
> 

century," Gaston Roupnel tells us, "did not bear the mark of cthe modern 

I 
age; At the bottom of his soul there was something so old that it was 

as if the Gauls were still around him in their new land where history 

hadrnot yet arrived" (Roupnel 1955: xxx). If so, presumablyineither 

the 'Burgundian nor the American of our own time can reconsti6ute or ex- 

plain the events of seventeenth-century Dijon without projeceing him- 
> 

self across the chasm between the present and an earlier age. Compari- 

sons will only serve to map the depth and contours of the chasm. 

The depth and width of the chasm, however, are questions of fact, 

not of faith. We can, to some degree, determine whether the:patterns 

and explanations which help us order the collective action of- the 

t 



. , , '  
seventeenth century give us any grip on that of the twentieth--prbvide 

usable categories for our observations, bring out obscure connections, 

anticipate features which are not readily visible at first sight. The 

points at which the seventeenth-century categories fail are.clues to 

change, signals that we have something new to explain. Our .attempt to 

move across the centuries may lead to the conclusion that different cen- 

turies require fundamentally different approaches to collective action. 

  hen that conclusion, and the delineation of the essential breaks be- . , 

tween one mode and another, will be accomplishments in themselves. 

Evidence Then and Now 
I 

The kinds of evidence we can gather concerning seventeenth-century 

and twentieth-century events differ greatly. Although 1975 will also 

fade inexorably into a past which is only accessible through documen- 

tary traces of one variety or another, as I write it is easy to find 

witnesses and participants, to ask them about their expectations, inten- 
j 

tions and fears. With luck and perseverance, we can extend that sort 

h ' of inquiry thirty or forty years into the past. Beyond t e memory of 

living people, we have the surviving documents. 
1 

For the seventeenth century, the surviving documentary evidence 
3 i 

concerning seditions, emotions and mutinies comes to us mainly as a 

by-product of repression: the authorities who put down and punished 

the efforts of ordinary people to act together used a judicial, military 

and administratfve apparatus which spewed out reports And dossiers as 

iti chewed up its victims. Even when the muted voices of the partici- 

pants reach us, it is commonly because the agents of repression did 

the recording. We hear from Jean Changenet and Pierre Reignaut, the 

Dij on winegrowers, because the prosecutor had them arrested and wrote 

i 



down their answers to many questions. They would have been'unable to 

write down their own versioiis of the story if they had wanted to. At 

least thatseems a reasonable conclusion from their declarations, at the 

end of their interrogations, that they could not sign their names. 

Again the combination of broad comparisons and close local studies 

help us around the difficulty. The broad comparisons permit indirect 

testing of such ideas as that winegrowers are exceptionally prone to 

protest, at least to the extent of determining whether winegrowing areas 

characteristically throw up more or different protests than other kinds 

of 'areas. The close local studies capture the actors both in and out- 
i 

side the action, because they also pass through the local documents in 

other guises--as taxpayers, as parents, as leaseholders, or something 

else. The necessary historical research is demanding, but not impossible. 

The incentives for analyzing the history of collective action, in- 

stead of contenting ourselves with the collective action ~f 'our own time, 
. . 

go beyond the desire to understand the past in its own terms. The past 

helped create the present; knowledge of the impact of the expanding 

seventeenth-century state on the interests, hopes and grievances of or- 

dinary Frenchmen will help us identify'the durable features of that 

state and of its impact on.collective action. If we are so foolish as 

to'seek generalizations about the influence of statemaking--or of in- 

i 
dustrialization, or of urbanization, or of the expansion of capitalism-- 

on prevailing patterns of collective action, we have no choice but to 

look at big blocks of historical experience in which statemaking, in- 

dustrialization, urbanization or'the expansion of capitalism were actually 

occurring. Just such a foolish, absorbing search brought me to Dijon 

to leaf through seventeenth-century police reports and watch students 

march through the streets outside the archives. 
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