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THE DETROIT A ~ ~ E A  STUDY 

The D e t r o i t  Area Study i s  a r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Michigan f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s e a r c h  I n  
t h e  D e t r o i t  I ' i e t ropol i t an  Area, I t  h a s  t h r e e  pr imary 
o b j e c t i v e s :  

( 1 )  To p rov ide  a r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  
th rough  which b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  can  
be conducted by s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Michigan 

(2) To p rov ide  a n  agency f o r  t r a i n i n g  
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e s  i n  basic r e s e a r c h  tech-  
n i  que s 

(3)  To make a v a i l a b l e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  
data of va lue  t o  t h e  D e t r o i t  
comr-iuni t y  

The Study w i l l  c e n t e r  about  an annua l  survey 
t a k e n  i n  t h e  D e t r o i t  Me t ropo l i t an  Area,* This survey 
w i l l  o b t a i n  two t y p e s  of d a t a :  

(1) Bas ic  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  data c o l l e c t e d  
e v e r y  year  as p a r t  of a con t inu ing  
program f o r  s t u d y i n g  s o c i a l  t r e n d s  
and as  a framework f o r  s p e c i f i c  
s t u d i e s  

(2)  Data c o l l e c t e d  about  a s p e c i f i c  re -  
seazlch problem i n  which members o f  
t h e  f a c u l t y  have a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  

During t h e  f i r s t  yea r  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  
major r e s e a r c h  problem of  t h e  Sttl.cly w i l l  be  " P a r t i c i p a t i p n  
i n  Community A f f a i r s ,  The e x t e n t  o f  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  
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*The d k f i n i t i o n  of  t h e  D e t r o i t  I 4e t rono l i t an  Area fol lowed 
by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Bureau of t h e  Census i s  t o  be used 
i n  t h e  Study,  I t  i s  composed of t h e  c o u n t i e s  of Oakland, 
?Ilayne and Biacomb, 



a c t i v i t y  and of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o rganized  groups of 
v a r i o u s  k i n d s  w i l l  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  a c r o s s  s e c t i o n  
of  t h e  popu la t ion  of Met ropol i t an  D e t r o i t ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  expec ted  t h a t  data w i l l  
be o b t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  arid succeeding yea r s  on occupa- 
t i o n ,  f a m i l y  composit ion,  e t h n i c  background, incone,  
l a b o r  f o r c e  s t a t u s ,  p l a c e  o f  o r i g i n  of  migran ts ,  and 
o t h e r  b a s i c  socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  
popu la t ion ,  

The s t a f f  of t h e  Study h i l l  c o n s i s t  of a 
D i r e c t o r ,  a n  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  and t h r e e  half - t ime 
g r a d u a t e  a s s i s t a n t s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  va r ious  a s p e c t s  of 
tile f i e l d  work w i l l  be done by approximately  30 first- 
yea r  g r a d u a t e  s tuden t  s through a formal  t r a i n i n g  course 
o f f e r e d  by the  Sociology Department and,connected t o  t h e  
Study, The s t u d e n t s  w i l l  t ake  approximate ly  500 of t h e  
i n t e r v i e w s  i n  t h e  annua l  survey,  The remaining i n t e r -  
views w i l l  be  t aken  by t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d  s taff  of  
t h e  Survey Research Center  o f  t h e  Un ive r s i t y ,  

The Study w i l l  work i n  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  
w i t h  t h e  Survey Research Center ,  The Center  w i l l  house 
t h e  Study and p rov ide  e x p e r t  c o n s u l t i v e  s e r v i c e s  and 
s p e c i a l  survey m a t e r i a l s ,  

The b a s i c  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Study, i n c l u d i n g  
an 800 i n t e r v i e w  annua l  survey,  i s  f inanced  from a g r a n t  
t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  by the  Ford Eouildation t o  f o s t e r  re -  
s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i ences ,  

It w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  expand t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
survey sample f o r  t h e  c i t y  as a whole o r  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  
l o c a l  a r e a s ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  o f  
r e s u l t s  by agenc ie s  i n  t h e  D e t r o i t  a r e a ,  T h i s  can be done 
a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  small c o s t ,  s i n c e  the  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  
o p e r a t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  f inanced,  

A l l  in format ion  ob ta ined  i n  t h e  Study w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

The Study i s  under t h e  gene ra l  s u p e r v i s i o n  oP 
a f a c u l t y  comnittee c o n s i s t i n g  of  P r o f e s s o r  Samuel Elders-  
v e l d ,  P o l i t i c a l  Science Department; P r o f e s s o r  Amos Hawleg, 
Sociology Department ; P r o f e s s o r  Daniel  Kat 2, Psychology " 

Department; P r o f e s s o r  Daniel  S u i t s ,  '?conomics Department, 
P r o f e s s o r  Ronald Freedman, of t h e  Sociology Department, i s  
D i r e c t o r  of the  Study, 

The Study w i l l h a v e  a n  Advisory Council  of members 
of t he  D e t r o i t  Community, 


