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Iris versicolor is a perenmniel hert growing in damp or moist situaticns, .
it nes a thickened,sybterranean stem,someviat branching. The average lenght of ';
tne rootetock is sixteen decimeters., The rootstock on the outer surface appears
to be segmented. The &ntire rootstock is covered with transverse lines a short
distance apart. gJoindd to these transverse lines are short hair-like structures,
closely appressed to the rootstock, and pointing toward the beginning of the root-
stock rather than toward the apical end. The roots extend outward and dovrward
from the rootstocks. Near the tip, the roots ate e covered with fine hairs that
extend outwsrd at almost right angles to the roots .

Tne showy part of the plant consists of the leaves, flowers, and fruits

The lezves are flat, sword-shaped, light:green, parallel-veined and
smooth. They are held in a vertical position by their sheathing bases. Thus,
tne light penetrates to their very bases, allowing photosynthesis to be carried
on throughout the entire lengik of the leaf.

The flowers are perfect, having three large, showy divisions. The
whitish flower is beautifully veined with deep violet and tinted at the base
with yellow. They have three distinct stamens and a single style, usually three-
clefted. : - S S

The fruit is arlong, three-lobed, many-seeded capsule. The capsule is
zore or less triangular, firm, sub-cylindrical, and stout beaked. .
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Iris versicolor is found ir the more or less protected places along the
shores of Douglas Lgke and Burt Lske. It 1s also found on the edges of, and on
tre nummocks Ir the teach pools at Sedge Point. Iris is fourd growirg iz more or
less boggy regioms; such as: along the edges of lancaster lake and of Smith's Bog.

At lud ’aA,, the Iris nas erntirely disapoeared. This is probably due to
7 other plants; such as: Trphe latifolie which is invading the
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shore plants. As to height and width of the leavea, tne bog and shore plants
varied from about three decimeters to twelve 4 izt
seven-tenths centimsters to twe &xd eiznht-tent i

The rootstocx of Iris versico javylag foow
sne=n2lf decimeter to eslmost two decims

centimeter to almout four decimeters dbslow t! verer level In watzo.

mm ] P mem

oietl AL i ek

nfzect of Ige. Waves, Sand, and ¥ind.

o Iris versicolor does not grow where tnere is much ice or wave action
pecause ice and wave sction would bresk and destioy the rootstocks. If there

. were a great deal of wave ‘action during the growing season, the leaves and
'flower ‘branches would be” aestroyed before they really got started in growing

l’)

Iris grows where there is protectlsn fr:m very strorg winds becau
strong winds would break the leaves, and the flowering and fruiting parts o
tae plant;, tnus, debt&aJing tne ne producticn of Iris plants,

rL

o *Ehere sand is pillng in, the rootstociks of the Iris are zilled.

Fruiting Places.

“The best fruiting places were found among the Iris growing along the
shores. At Burt lake there was a great &bubdance of fruiting on the Iris
plants during the first weex of July. -along the shore of Douglas lake at
Maple River Cove, there was considerable amount of fruit found July nineteenth.

In'thé'bog'at Lancaster lakxe there was very little fruiting. AT
Smith's Bog there was some fruiting but &ll of the rfruits were very small.
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There was very little fruiting : 2

“ootstocks. -

Jhere sand is piling in over the rootstocks, the‘rootstocks are

wpere tue rootstocx is ir the waifer, it is soft but it has rnot
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