
f *  - A V9ry Brief Study of t h e  Nest ing Habits  of t h e  Z2of ted  lendpiper  
(Ac t i t  i s  S a c u l z r i a )  a t  Douglas Tkke , Yichigan. 1 

Theodora' Xelsoil. 

The Spotted Sandpiper is very  abun2ant on t h e  shores  of Louglas 

U k s  and t h e r e  a r e  always a number of n e s t s  i n  the v i c i n i t y  -of t h e  E io log ica l  

S t ~ t i o n .  The one which I found and subseque3t ly matched nas near  the  7,Fess E a l l  ' 

about  f i f t y  f e e t  back from t h e  shore  i n  z  mooded a r e a .  The n e s t  Fas  a hemisk , --;: 

-- 14 
p h e r i c e l  depression,under  two over-arching blueberry bushes, l ined  with p i n e * *  ; 

needles  and d r i e d  f e r n s ' a n d  f a i r l y  we l l  exposed t o  the  s u n l i g h t .  A t  the  time '' 
= "  

of f ind ing ,  t h e i r  were f o u r  eggs ,  t h e i r  pointed ends i n  and down s o  that they- :- 
f i t t e d  into t h e  depress ion  v i i t b u t  zny nas te  of space.  

On June 24, the zdult sanep iye r  f i rs t  l e t  ne know t h e r e  w z s  a nest' t 

i n  the  v i v i n i t y  by running away and. pre tending  he h8.d a broken wing. A t  t h e  
- - 

same time he u t t e r e d  h i s  p l a i n t i v e  lYpeet - ree t ,  pset-weet".  Because I had  f l u s h -  

ed t h s  bird s o  c lose  t o  t h e  n e s t  ,' I he.6 no t roub le  i n  f i n d i ~ g  i t .  From t h a t  

day u n t i l  t h e  ~ o r n i n g  of Ju ly  13,  nea r ly  t h r e e  seeks  I v i s i t e d  t h e  ~ e s t  twice 

and sometimes t h r e e  t imes a d a y  zxcept  f o r  tzo days when T 713s zway from camp. ' 

Each time t h e  b i r d  l e f t  t h e  n e s t .  $-t f i r s t  he fleff zone d i s t a n c e  away and a l ig l ;  
i*q 

on a  l o g ' o r  k n o l l  would t e e t e r  back 2nd f o r t h  all!!ays u t t e r i n g  h i s  a l a r m  c r y .  

Sometimes he mould run away s w i f t l y  f o r  a  l i t t l e  6ist ,znce zne then pretend h i s  

d i s t r e s s i n g  d i s a b i l i t y .  kt2r on when he becane Tore used t o  my very b r i e f  

v i s i t s  tie would run only a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  with no c ry  a t  z l l  seemingly not  a-  

f r a i d  any  lon;er, 

Monday, July 12,  I paid t h r e e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  n z s t  t.h? l 2 s t  one e f t e r  

d inner  i n  the  evening. 4-11 was a s  u s u z l  except t h z t  t h e  eggs h2d  been voved --. 
around and were no l o l l ~ e r  s$mne t r i ce l ly  p lzce .  Tuesdzy, J u l y  13,  I went t o  t h e  



n e s t  about 7:15 i n  t h e  morcing. As I epproached I heerd a s o f t ,  low peeping 

and then as  I came i n t o  v i e n  t h e  pa ren t  l e f t  the  n e s t  i n  gaee t  elerm, c a l l i n g  
9 \ I I 
L ..- h i s , s h a r p  "pee t  n e e t " ,  and becoming lamer than  before .  In  t h e  n e s t  was ofie 

\ 
egg, one very  limp l i t t l e  blrb with an egg t o o t h  s t i l l  on h i s  b i l l ,  and on t h e  

r i m  of t he  n e s t  two very  f l u f f y  l i t t l e  b a l l s  with t h e i r  l e g s  bent under them. 

I s tayed a s h o r t  t ime and then  went bzck t o  Houghton H a l l  f o r  my p e n c i l  and 

note  book. m e n  I r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  p ~ r e n t  had gathered t h e  t h r e e  b i r d s  and t h e  

remaining sgg beneath him and wes keeping them warm. Por~ever ,  he l e f t  with $$jd 

sharp  c r i e s  and a show of lameness when I cane i n t o  view. I l a y  f a c e  doan a -  
, 

lr mong the f e r n s  and wafted.  The san2piper  r ked a l l  the  way arounz a e  twice 

g iv ing  sha rp  c r i e s  a t '  s h o r t  i n t e r v z . 1 ~ .  Not see ing  me move, he f i n z l l y  c h a ~ g e d  
I 
i h i s  c ry  t o  a low s o f t  c a l l  and went t o  t h e  n e s t  hovering t h e  chicks f o r  a few 

minutes but watching me i n t e n t l y  a l l  t he  While. My presence azs c o n s t z n t l g  on 

h i s  mind however, and he jumped up nervously t o  i n v e s t i g z t e  my hezd and then  

r e t u r n  t o  his  brood. F i n a l l y ,  he Zeft them a l t o ~ 2 t h e r  an2 ran ewzy t o  t e e t e r  

back and f o r t h  on a. sandy k n o l l .  Fear ing  t h e t  the  l i t t l e  chicks would s u r f e r  f 
exposurg if I k e p t  t h e  p ~ r a n t  o f f  t o o  long ,  I l e f t .  L s h o r t  time l a t e r  D r .  

3lanchard took p( p i c t u r e s  of t h e  n e s t  vrith t h e  tf.r3ee young end the  egz.  

About 4 o ' c lock  ir t h e  a f t e rnoon  I czme bzck t o  f i n d  t h e  egg hatched 

There was no t r a c e  of s h e l l  anywhere. The z ~ u n g e s t  bircl lay i n  t h e  bottom of 

the  a s s t ,  l i m p  ar-C? .cet s~lcl s t i l l  v:ezrir,g h i s  egg t o o t h .  The o t h e r  ycung' k i r 2 s  

vSrere near t h e  r i m  of t h e  n e s t ,  crouching 6own znd remzining p e r f e c t l y  q u i e t .  

I brought one of t h e  chicks back wi th  me zcb kept  him u n t i l  even ing .  

k t  dusk I took the  szndpiper  chick back t o  i t s  n e s t .  I heard the  

pzrent  peeping some 6.istance f a r t h e r  in lzna  then  the  posi t ior i  of t r e  n e s t .  

1 put the  l i t t l e  weak chick Co-un 2nd wzlked zl!;ey. The s e r 9 n t  c s l l e d  t o  t h e  

ckLicks but t h i s  one could co t  Fun 2-s yet  s o  I plzced  him c l o s e r .  F" c o r ~ i n g  



b& 
s o  close cause the  parent  t o  r u n  aaay b ~ r - ~ t t h  a ?ir?e t r e e ,  Ile cI~~c!:ed to-$,harn 

ic 2 c ~ l l  which was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from any of t h e  o t h e r s .  It sounded 

somewhet l i k e  musica l ly  t r i l l i n g  t h e  word " h u r r ~ " .  me chicks  which were ab le  

C t o  run went t o  t h e i r  pe ren t  but t h e  weak one coulC n o t  and juzt l a g  oc the mo 

and peeped. I was s t and ing  bending overf.,im when t h e  pa ren t  l e f t  t h e  o t h e r  ch i ,  

and came beck t o  t h i s  one which could n o t  come t o  him. I stepped back and lay 

down among t h e  f e r n s  where I cou-Id s e e  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  ~ r o u n e  a e l l  snB could  

n o t  be seen  e a s i l y .  'fhe sandpiper  hovered t h e  lone chick  src c s l l e d  t h e  o the r$  

t o  h'w They ran s w i f t l ) .  on t h e i r  funny, long l egs  up t o  t h e i r  f e t h e r  and crel  

under his wings 

The Sollo;; l i lg  dej i  them z f l ,  betxeen t?le nsstixg s f t e  ar,E 

I l ake .  J a t e r ,  oce 3f t he  s t u d e n t s  brought me trio young sandpiper  ch icks  from 
! 

a brood f a r t h e r  up t k e  becch. These.were eome t h r e e  d z y ~  o l d e r  t h a ~  mine but 

when evening caEe I took them beck t o  my szndpi$r fzrnflg f o r  zdoption. ,4-t 

about e leven o ' c lock  a t  n igh t  I went back with a f l a s h ' l i g t t  t o  see  i f  t h e  pe-  

r e n t  b i r d  was hovering z l l  six chicks. I founC then a t  ebout  t h e  poin t  t 5 e g  
't , 
were -#hen .I brought t h e  o t h e r  ch ic :~s .  They saw my l i g h t  before 1 saw tkem 2nd 

scatterec'_. I turncc? off the f l a s h  and s z t  qiztetl5- n s i f . i n g .  ' l - ~ s  p e r e n t  c a l l s d  
P 

c.u.t"i;/ h i s  family from nerrby ai2h t h e  sene so f - t - t r i l l  but v e r y ,  v e r y l g a  and soft, 

perhags s o  no marcueing o ~ l  might 5 e 8 r .  L i t t l e  p e e p  an r lVs red  frorr, v ~ r i o u s  

po in t s  n e a r b y  ir! t h e  ferris and I coy - ld  hszr tho chicks  r u n n i ~ g  b::ck home. "%en 

511 gas p e r f e c t l y  q u i e t ,  I c r e p t  aroun6 t h e  biiskes and. p ~ i n t e c '  ; ~ y  f l a s h  a h e r e  

i h ~ d  h8ard ti:e s 6 E t  t r i l l .  Tk%rs s ~ t  the  sznC;3iper with ~ i r ? g s  o u t s ~ r e z d  t o  

Their  f u l l s s t ,  i t  zeen2c? t c  me. I.it,t.le l e g s  ?rotru(2ec! S e l o s  t ? e  f e z t k e r s  

~ . , 7 3  fv1:ny l i t t l e  downjr t o i l s  s t u c k  out  f r m  among t? le  SroanGp zing f e z t h e r s  . 
F i n a l l y  the  birC got up 2nd f i v s  ch icks  s c e t t e r e d .  There should hzve been s 

s i x t h  o m  h ~ ~ t  I d i d  n o t  see i t .  

.- 
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GROWTI-I RAT13 OF TI IE  SPOTTED SANDPIPEIL 
CI-IICK WITI-I NOTES ON NESTING I-IABITSI 

(I'llotogrnplls by Alfred 0. Grosa) 

I 

TI-IE followi~lg studies on the Spotted Sandl~ipcr (Actit;,? 
n~acularia) were lnade a t  the Biological Station of tho TJlli- 

versity of Michigan a t  Douglas Lake, Michigan, (luring the 
sulniner sessions of 1925-1929. 

NnsT AND EGGS' 

At Douglas Lake tlie Spottcd Santlpipcr is tllc coi l l l~~o~irs[  
shorebird, as i t  is in lnany places. Thcre has bee11 all nvrlu:lge 
of six nests for each sumincr found in the v i c~ l~ i ty  of tlic Stut,ion 
during June and July since 1925. T l ~ c  0r:~ct of lnlitl ou whicl~ 
the Biological Station stands extcncls itlong t,hc so\lt,ll : ~ t ~ t l  east 
sliores of the lalre. JIcre thc shorc is pwc  wll i t ,~ srirl(l fro it^ 
\vIiich shallow cluncs arise, ant1 il, is b:~cic on these Illah the  
santlpijsers nest cliicfly, airlong tllc bl.sckcn fcr~ls : u t l  blu(1- 
berry busllcs. Tho nest is a sauccr-s1lapc.d tlcpression lineti 
wit11 ]>ill(>-ncedles nntl tlricd ferns, :mrl  ~isunlly ~,l.otccletl by 

, seine slliall bush, trcc, or fcrn. 'l'hc clutcll of egKs has brcn 
four in every ncst observed and (cliaractc~ristic of Ilie Limi- 
colc~) placed \vit,h thcir lsoiutetl ends in al~cl down so (llnt, tlicy 
fit into the ncst with litllc wnsle s1):ice. l'hc eggs :ire ov:ilc 
with s very slight gloss. 'l'lle grountl color is vl1l:lceorls. 'I'llcy 
arc irregularly spotted ant1 blotchctl wilh rltlous brow11 and 
chestnut. The average size of tlie eggs mcusured is 32 1111~1. 

by 23 111111. 
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~ I ~ O I I I  t+lw I I V S ~  :I 41o1.t# (list:111cfl t llimougl~ t ile fc1*11s :t~lrl \ v :~ tc l~ .  
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