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Observations of A Young Robin Brood.
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During the summer éf‘1927, aeseriee of obsefvations were made
on the nest of a Robin‘nezg the Univeraiyy of Michigan Biological Stetion. a
This was done under the direction of Dr.F.N.Blanchard, of the University
of ¥ichigan Zoological Dapertment, and Miss T. Nelson, of Hunter College
New Zork City, FNew York. The time used in obsérvation of the nest was

fourteen days, which was from the ninth of July, until the twenty-second

of July. About three hours each day were used in observing the nest and
thése wepe divided into a number of short visits so that nothing would happen

with out being observed. Before the above mentioned observations on the
yeung in the nest were started, others had been made on the nest while
the eggs were in the process of bmcubation.
Tge nest was first observed on the 27th of June,1927. It was
located on the west eide of the Biological Station about thirtf feet fromv,ﬁi

one of the laboratories. The nest was about eight feet from the ground,

placed in a red maple, and made up of strlng, grass,.tw1ngs, and 11ned

i

legking very in

tently at everyone that passed but distmrbed by no one. Iﬁi

In a few minutes she flew away-and on ldoking into the nest it was dlscover— 
ed to contein one blue egg which was numbered"one with India ink. It was
one and two tenth's’ inches in length and elght teath's inches in width. In :
the afterpoon of the sameﬁdgyﬂtherelwasJgnother ezg in the nest so it wzas

nimbered"two" in the same wéi as the first one. The next morning it was

found that the nest had three eggs in it, eq Ethe 1ast‘0ne was nunoered.




k_»could not be‘seen and it was assumed for a little while that the ink had

_”been eaten off._On turnlng the eggs over however, it was at once seen

~chirp during the time

During the afternoon of the same cay the female sat on the nest most of the

tim%gnd when she left the male took her place. It was quite obvious that

>there wculd‘be some trouble in deciding between the male and the femsle

when one or the other was on the nest so the male was caught at night and

a small white string put around his neck.
A few days passed during which nothing of special interest

was recordeé. On Monday, July 4, it was found that the numbers con the ezZss.

that'they'hhd been first turned by the birds in the process of incubation.
By observing the direction that the male assumed in sitting on the mest
it was seen that he had made a complete revolution in the different times

he had aided in the process of incubation. Later tb female was observed to

‘do the same way as she carried on the ppocess, and it was also seen that the:

female agided more in the process than the made as she was observed to be

on the nest more than the male was during the time that the nest was under
observation . Neither the female nor the male weee heard to sing or even

the eggs were belna incubated The female dld all of: i

ntruder aDﬂroached the nest the male Was apnarently

P

z%mormmng July 9 I went t +h nest and scarea te female__

2

to the nest she attae{pd me. Bhe first time thaﬁnshe attempted to peck me

She'miéééd, but the second timé she struck me on thre head, The attack ssemed
at first to be uncalled for but on looking inté@he'nesﬁMévcould see the
reason why she had raised such a "fuss", One of the eggs had hatched and

the shell on the secdnd one had been broken in the middle., I watched the egg
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- earthworms

for a few mimmbes and it beca™\:o brea/all of thre way around, then suizenly =
] y . 3 ‘

it opened completely and disclosed a small, wet,naked bird. The eyes of the

birds were closed and they are apparentl% to weak to even'ppen their mduthé
The two egzs that had hatched were the ones that had been numbered "one®

and "two". On observing the nest some distance away it was noticed that the

female carried most of the egg shells away, eating only a very dmall

a3

portion of those that were first present. In the afternoon of the same day -

the female robin wag found fighting with a strgy one and the two young

oney on the ground. They were put back into the nest and no mord observatiq

were made that day.

iz - L, . . . . - ’ i
The next morning a surprise %1’8‘held in store when 1t was found -

that the two youhg ones were missing and the oth er egg had not hatched One

of the young ones was found on the ground and the other one was not,found

at all, The next moriing the last of the eggs hatched and the female

carried all of the shell away firom the nest. : :  “>}T,v 
On-July 12, the process of feeding was observed‘foritﬂw hburéi

dufing which time the female fed the young ten times. They were fed on .

and strawberrles most of the tlme w1th an occasiona_ 07
prad whh oot : Do sl oa gnibhape

would try the other until it was finally eateng One ‘time she appeared on tﬁé

edge of the nest with two strawberries which she devoured herseif?“iodked'

at the open mouths of the young ones and flew away fop more fbod. Iﬁ the

evening of the same day the female was found to be flghtlnb Wibh The male

of the same nest. During the fight a stray robin came & and carried the Old




-

of the two robins away. From that time on the femag& would not permit =znother

bird near tb nes? and a person had a very hard time getting Qﬁthin observing
distance. | o

On Sunday July 17, the nest was oﬁserved in the mdfning ani the
mother bird was brooding the young one. In the afternoon the nest was empty
and on close observgnce it was seen that the young one was on t e ground nea

the nest. It was returned to the nest in goed order in hopes that it would
remiin so for quite a while. Howeverpy during the course of the afternoon
the young bird was put back inté@he nest fo@f times. The ybung bird had
grown so ‘that it had a heavy gray down on_th& winés and the back, with a few
hair-like gray feathers on the rest of the'body. The bill was yellow and
very flat with a distinct curve near the middle of it, ahd the legs were

just strong endugh to support the Weight of the bodye.
On Friday July 22,the nest was observed m&he mornﬁng and nothing

out odtbe ordinary had happened. At noon the mother bird envaged in a battle

with the male as he attempted to return to’the nest for a visit. During the

fight the young bird who had had just reacheq'the age of fourteen days ,

hopped out oﬁ&he nest to’seekfefq&ﬁfer?heﬁe%f ‘fiteeiffihfofhép parts of the

world.
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