
During t h e  summer of 1927, a s e r r e s  of observat ions  were made 

3% - on t h e  n e s t  of a Robin -~zeer t h e  Unive rBiw of Michigan Bio log ica l  Sta t ion,  

This was done under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Dr,F.N.Blanchard, of t h e  Unive r s i ty  
1 
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of Eichigan Zoological  Dapertnent ,  and M i s s  T. Eelson,  of Hunter College 

mew Pork Ci ty ,  Eew,York. The t ime used i n  observat ion  of t h e  n e s t  was 

f ~ u r t e e n .  days,  which was from the  n i n t h  of July,  u n t i l  t h e  t-rentg-secznd 

of Jdy .  About t h r e e  hoilrs each  day ve re  used i n  observing t h e  n e s t  and 

th&se we= d iv ided  i n t o  a number of s h o r t  v i s i t s  s o  t h a t  noth ing  would 3appen 

with out  be ing  observed. Before the  above mentioned observat ions  on the  

gouns i n  the  n e s t  were s t a r t e d ,  o t h e r s  had been made on the  n e s t  while 

the  eggs were i n  t h e  process  of Zncubation, 

~ z e  .I- 
n e s t  was f i r s t  observed on t h e  27 th  of June,1927. It was 

l oca ted  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  B io log ica l  S t a t i o n  about t h i r t y  f e e t  from 
' 

one of t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  The n e s t  was about e f g h t  f e e t  from the  gronnd, 

placed i n  a r e d  m a p l e , a n d  made .. - u p  of s t r i n g ,  g r a s s ,  twilrgs, an-8 l i n e d  
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wiCh f i n e  g rasses ,  r o o t l e t 3  and.mud. The laale and the  female rob in  were - - - - - .- - . - ,  -- .- - I , .  _ , .- 
< _  
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negr t h e  n e s t  and :he m g l e  was s inging ,  . 
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=F - - On ~ a a s d a ~ ,  - J~ne-28,:~gh~ - -.- - - fe,qg&e - -wasl*baerved sit t ipg by the n e s t  
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10-;kin:, very i n t e n t l y  at? eveFYoi%e - tha t  G g s s e F b u t  '65stbrbed by no one. 
- 

I n  a f e w  minutes she f l e w  away and on lmoking i n t o  t h e  n e s t  it w a s  2iscover- 
.- 

e2  t o  con ta in  one b lue  egg which was nunberednone" wi th  Ind ia  ink. It ; :zs 
. 

one and %wo t e n t h ' s .  inches i n  l e n g t h  and e i g h t  tkmthls  inches i n  width. I n  .- 

tke a f t e rnoon  of t 5 e  same day , t he re  was another  egg i n  the n e s t  s o  it  :;zs 

r _ i ~ ~ b e r e d " t w o ~  i n  t h e  sane way as the  f i r s t  one. The next  morning it  -gas 
. 

found t h a t  the  nes s i n  it,  s o  ihe J a s t  one vras nl~~i.cer"d. 
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During the  zf te rnoon of the  same day the  f e ~ a l e  s a t  cn t h e  n e s t  :.os-, sf the  
I L 

tim+nd when she left t h e  male took her p lace .  It %as q u i t e  obvious t h a t  
i f 

there w d d  be s o m e  trouble in dec id ing  betveen the male and the  f e r - l e  

w h m  one or the other w a s  on t h e  n e s t  s o  the  n e l e  was caught a t  n i g h t  2nd 

a smal l  white s t r i n g  pu t  around h i s  neck. 

A f e n  days ~ a s s e d  dur ing  which noth ing  of s p e c i a l  i r t s r e s t  

ass  recorded. On Eonday, J u l y  4 ,  i t  ?:as foun2 t h a t  z h e  nuybers 9n ~~e eggs 

could not-be seen  and it was ass7m-ed f o r  a l i t t l e  while t h a t  the  ink had T- - i->>*-- 

been eaten off.  On t u r n i n g  the  eggs over komever, i t  was a t  once seen 

t h a t  they  3ahd been f i r s t  turned by t h e  b i r d s  i n  the  orocess  of incubzt ion.  

By observing t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  male a s s m e d  i n  s i t t i n g  on the  R e s t  

i t  was steen t h a t  he had made a complete r evohr t ion  i n  the  e i f f e r e n t  :i.:.es 

he had aided i n  t h e  process  of incubat ion .  La te r  tb  f e ~ a l e  was o b s e ~ v e d  t o  

do the  same a s  she c a r r i e d  on t h e  ppocess,  and i t  was a l s o  seen t h a t  t h e  

female agided more i n  t h e  process  than  t h e  m a l e  a s  she w a s  observed t o  be 

on the n e s t  more than the  male was dur ing  t h e  time that t h e  n e s t  was under 
r 

observat ion . Neither  the  female nor  the  male wese heard t o  s i n g  or even 

. . c h i r p  ..-. - . -. ........ during -~ t h e  time the  eggs weye be ing  incubated. m e  female . d i d  815  of-;;. 
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' away. o t  seem t o  mind at firi t  b ~ t  I approached *aid p e e r e  in 
1, 

.Z t o  t h e  n e s t  she a t t a c t e d  me. @he f i r s t  t i n e  t h a c  she at tempted t o  geck ne 

she .midded, but  the second t i m e  she* s t r a c k  rre on ti;e head. The a t t a c k  seemed 

a t  f i r s t  t o  be uncal led  f o r  but on looking  i n t  the  n e s t  ,X could see t3e a, 
- 

reason why she had r a i s e d  such a  "fuss".  One of the  eggs had hatched m d  

t h e  s h e l l  on the  s e c b ~ d  one had been broken i n  the midele. I vateked the  egg 
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f o r  a f q - :  rrinllbes and  ' t beSajGo bres-]all of t l - e  wey around, t h e n  sul;enly 

it  o ? e n ~ 2  c m - c l e t e l y  and disclosec? a s n a l l ,  ne+,,naked b i r d .  The eyes  of the 

1 
b i r d s  xere c losed  and t h e y  a r e  apparent ly  t o  weak t o  even open their mouths< 

The two egss  t h a t  U d  h a t c h e s  were the ones th t hae been numbered: nor,ea *. 

and "tnon. On observing t h e  n e s t  some dis tance  away it Vias no t i ced  t h a t  the :) 
- 
--r 

f e n a l e  c a r r i e d  most of t h e  egg s h e l l s  away, e a t i n g  only  a ve ry  b a l l  

pc r t ion  of these t h a t  were f i r s t  present .  I n  tbe  a f t e rnoon  of tk-e same 2ay 

the f e r a l e  rob in  wag foun5 f ig l l t ing  ~ v i t h  a s t r a y  one and t h e  two young - 
-. * 

one= on the ground. They were put back i n t o  tbe  n e s t  and no nor3  observat ion 
- 

were ~ a d e  t h a t  day, 

The next  morning-->sarprise -:+kg he id  i n  s t o r e  when i t  was f o m d  

t h a t  t h e  two yo-fig ones :?ere missing and the o the r  egg had n o t  hatched, One 

of the  young ones was found Qn the ground and t h e  o the r  one was n o t  found 

a t  a l l .  The next  rnorking t h e  l a s t  of the  eggs hatched and the  female 

carriec? a l l  of t h e  s h e l l  away %ran the  nest .  

4 
On Ju ly  18, the  prqcess  of feeding  was observed f o r  t t W  hours  

during whi 

~ t h w o r m s  - 
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sooe other  
-- - -- --- - 

-&uld take 

ch time the female f e d  t h e  yoilng t e n  times. They were f e d  on 

and s t r a w b e r r i e s  most of t h e  time w i t h  
3 .  - - - - . . - <  ' 

8 k ind of food t h a t  vas picked up near  a 

the p a r t  of food. and t e a r  i t  i n t o  very  
- - - 

d0v.n t he  t h ~ o a t  of t h e  youns one, i f  it 
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would t r y  the o t h e r  u n t i l  i t  was f i n a l l $  eaten+One .time she  appeared on t h e  
F 
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edge of t h e  n e s t  z i t h  tiro s t r awber r i e s  which she devoured herself  ,-'&ked - . - 
at the  o,en mouths of t h e  young ones f lew away f ~ r ,  more food. In  t'le 
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evening of t h s  s m e  day t h e  female %as f ounr? t o  be f i g h t i n g  with e i e  ~ s l e  :Ir: 

of t5e s m e  n e s t ,  During the f i g h t  a sb ray  robin came 6 &n% c a r r i e d  the  olde 
- 2 -. 



of "qc &I., ,-,, bl,o r o 3 l n s  away. From t h a t  time on the  fern& would not  pel-mir: :,notLer 

b i r 5  near t~ nes t  and a  person had a  very  hard time ge t t i hg  a t h i n  observing 

distance,  

On Sunday July  17, the  n e s t  w a s  observed i n  the  mo~ning  an5 the 

nother b i r d  w a s  brooding tke  young one, In the afternoon the  nes t  was emp ty  

and on close obasrvance it 7:as seen t h a t  the- young one v:as on the grolmd nea 

the nes t .  It was ret,!~rned t o  the  n e s t  i n  good or2er i n  hopes t ha t  it w o u l 5  

remain so f o r  qui te  a while. However9 during the course of t h e  afternoon . 

the yormg b i rd  ras put back in t%he n e s t  four  times. The young b i r d  had 

grown so *that  it had a heavy gray d o m  on t h a  wings and the back, w i t n  a fee 

ha i r - l i ke  gray fea thers  on the  r e s t  of t he  body. The b i l l  was yellow and 

very f l a t  with a d i s t i n c t  curve near  the  middle of it,  and the legs  were 

jus t  s t rong enibugh t o  support the  weight of the  body. 

On Friday July  22,the n e s t  was observed &he m o r m  and nothing 

out of/the ordinary had happened. At noon t@e mother b i r d  engaged i n  a  ba t t l c  

with the male a s  he attempted t o  r e t u r n  t o  the nes t  f o r  a  v i s i t .  During the  

f i g h t  the  young b i r d  who had had j u s t  reached the age of four teen days , 

hopped 

world. 

out e  nes t  t o  thc 




