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Hest Study- NigBt Hawk 

4 J 
The L e t  nae -!Located on ths ELologicaL Btatiox grounds, south 

of the hill back of the Camp Davf a and about- a25 f e e t  north of 

the  road going from the  czmp t o  Pellaton. 

The egge were laid dlrec t ly  on the y o m d  i n  no ahade t o   peak ofJ 

diEcovered by ilr. R. Walp ~une' 27 w i t h  two eggs l a i d  which naa the 

f u l l  and ordinary aet,  Ths eggs were e l l i p t i c a l ,  qui te  evenly 

nareed with a grayieh brom color. Size 1 3/l6 minus x l3/l6 in. 

Blind se t  up Jub 4. 

July 5. 4:45P,M. Visited blind, b i rd  was s i t t i n g  on nest  facing 

blind (SE) , cleaned out leeves and esgecielly nede n o w  t o  e t t r ag t  

at tent ion of bl-rd but 3h.e Tas appi~e:i~;ij.. L L I ~ ~ , ~ S ~ ~ I F ~ S ~ ,  I walked 

around and flushed her  from the nes; i n  order t o  ge t  a picture of 

the nest or  rather  the  eggs, She was ra ther  re t i cen t  about leaving 

but  a s  I approached within about seven f ee t ,  she flew up, ~squakIngN, 
- 

and flapping wings a s  if injured.. Mate a leo  came (apperntly heving 

been near, since it was the only time both were seen a t  the same 

time) , the mate hovered over head, quite excited, and by suudnly 

coming down t o  about 10 fee t  from myr head made that  !+!ooming" sound 

with the wings charcter ikt ic  of the night hawks. The mate on the . 
grand keep kept up her "feign! and hissed, the open so widely' open 

t h a t  the head was scarcely visible.  

7:15 same date. about 7 - 8 night hawks flying overhead getting 

food, while approaching nest, mate apied me and came down with a 

"boom" and repeated t h i s  once o r  twice an& flew away, while the other 
- 
mas s i t t i ng  on the nes t  facing the blind, somewahat wary, 

July 6 ,  10:05 b i r d  not$ on nest  and did not return u n t i l  about 

11:s A.M. 

J ~ Y  7, 2:05 P.Z, Fenale on neat facing S, f 

July 8, 4:X, P.U. male on nes t  facing blind 



J d y  9, 7:OO P.K. female on nest facing blind 

July 10, 4:30 P.M. Bird on nest, but l e f t  before I came t o  

blind. One egg broken, apps perhaps some passerby had picked yp 

the egg and accidentaly dropped it, already had an odor of f er- 

mentation, which would indicate that  it had been broken a t  l e a s t  

a day. 
July 11, 3:30 P.M. male on nest facing East, 

July 12, 4:45 P.M. no bird  on nest, cracked o r  rather the 

broken egg was romled about two fee t  from the nest. 

July 13, l:O5 P.M. young hatched from the egg and i n  the 

shade of a fern about 3 feet from the original nnestn, Boung 
- 

covered with down black with yellowish white streaks. Young 

did not seem strong enough t o  use legs o r  else was stubborn t o  my 

poking it. 

2; 15 female s i t t i n g  on young, watched un t i l  5:30 

but there was nothing happening 

July 14, young was moved about aeven feet  from the nest, 

July 16,  young was about 25 fee t  from the neat 
July 17, young was same place. 
July 18, could not find the young, searched for  about half 

an hour and when I was =bout t o  give up the search, I f3usWd the 

fenale from the young about 75 fedit from the original nebst, I 

then went' home t o  get my camera. When I came back i searched 

everywhere, but the young m a s  nowhere t o  be found.(I noticed by 

t h i s  tbme the young ma5 very active and willing t o  run when 

handeled. H i s  pin feathers m r e  rapidly developing) So I assuned 

tha t  they had hidden quite a distance away, The feaale sa t  up h 

a ''a G neer by sczlding ( o r  laughing) a t  ne, The bird a l ~ a y s  

-rested l e r g t h ~ l s e  o r  near y s o  orrz the branch of a tree, I went 

home without findlng the young. 

July 19, I returned and found the young about 3 fee t  from 



the place I had laat seen him the day previoue, 

r d  The night hawk i s  speldidly protected on the ground by 

i t s  coloration. A t  times when I aat In my blind and taking my 

eye from the bird for  a while would frequntly find It d i f f i c u l t  

t o  relocate the bird. 

Loren L. Cahlander, - 


