


NOTES OEJ T i B  NZSTING W I T S  OF TEE GOLDFINCH 

Location 

- - - - - .  
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T h e  nest ing season of the goldfinch ie l a t e r  than 
- 
a= 

that of moet of our familiar birds. In  the  ~ b u ~ l a s  Lake - 2  

region the n e s t s  are  b u i l t  during t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of July. 

According t o  most observers, the  female does moet of t h e  

actual  work of construction,  though t h e  male s tays  neer 

and encourages her .  The nes ts  are placed between f ive  , -- ;%3 
>+E Ld 
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f i f t e e n  fee t  from the  $round,* some distance from the  -* $- 

+Of t he  three n e s t s  observed, one was 1@- f e e t  from the  

ground i n  an Acer rubrum t ree ,  one was f e e t  fron t h e  

ground i n  a Quercus borea l i s ,  and one waa 6 f e e t  up i n  an 

Alnus incana. 
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proyiage two o r  more supporti& 'twlga. The n e s t  ~ e s t t r o n  ' - m w  -- =i+ iP?ir 
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and between these  twigs, the  nk te r l a l  i s  woven around them, - - ';6 
- - - .  - - I *  --- - 2 2 ~ 9 :  -2 .- -- .A 
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thus  f i r i n g  the  nes t  securely i n  t h e  sw&lng bough; The .- .%f== 
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Hater ia l s  mater ia ls  cons i s t  of f i n e  inner bark of woody stems, some - .  . * -  

- - - -- ' '- T 3 st - 

shredded grass  b lsdes  of former seasons, a few f ine  roo t  + 
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- - - -  
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- - - .  f ibers ,  m3xed with the pappus pf - .  some of the  Compositae. 
d - -  - - , - -  - .  ,- 7 >. , 2 - 9  - .  . < *  - . 7 .  c- k L * ,  

Clumps of the  pappua of C i r s i u l n ,  Senecio, and Lactuca were 
- .  - . ..=- - - - 

eas i ly  iden t i f i ab le .  Besides being woven i n  with other 

mater ia ls  i n  t h e  bulk of the  nest,  It largely composed 

the l in ing .  Two s m z l l  lepldopterous w i n g s  were also found 
- - 
- - 

i n  the  smple  examined. The flniehed nest  i s  most 

a t t r a c t i v e  i n  appesrance, sf-ipely, dainty, s o f t ,  yet  f Ira 

and well  fzatened t o  i t s  supports. ldezsurement s taken of 



Size two nes ts  were pract ica l ly  the same, showing an oataide 

depth of four and three-fourthe inches, an outside 
* 
7 %.- - diameter of four aad one-fourth inchee, an Inside depth 

of two and one-eighth Inches, and an inalde diameter of 

two and one-f ourth inchea. 

BEHAVIOR On July 28, the date of  the diacoverg of the  nest  

Egg l a y i ~  just outside the  door of Houae 18, State S t ree t ,  a female 

flew t o  a newly completed neat, closely followed by a male. 

She kept up a continuous chippering i n  phrases of three 

t o  f i v e  syllablee,  sometimes ascending i n  pi tch,  soroe- 

times descending--Chree Chree Chree. After the depart- 

ure of the  male her chattering went on and at t racted the  

at tent ion of a l l  passers-by. A t  four o'clock i n  the af ter -  

noon the  nest  waa found t o  contain one egg. The next 

morning a t  f i ve  o' clock the  female began her chat ter  again - 
- - - - - - - - 

7 - and -kept it a p  much of the  - t k m e  - the  next two days. - - i a - - 
-- - - - - -- A - - - - - - -> - - -  = - .  

- - -  -- - - - 
- - - - 

- InCubatian She l e f t  &he >es t  r a r e l r  - af4ier-t& . --  - second - - day. She b e c s e i  - . =  - - - - - - '- 
- - A - .  - - - - 7 -  A - - - -  * ; -  

comparatively qu le t  lh te  i n  the third dai  and a t  t h i s  time 
- - 

- - .  - - - . - 

- the male was observed bringing her food. 1 A t  h i s  approach :- 
- A - - - - 7 I 

she f lut tered-  her-sings rdi , le  he - regurgitqted what app&$ed 
* t 

t o  be mzterial a t  l ezs t  partially digested. I t  w a s  l i g h t !  
- 

in  color and seemed-to be of-the - consistency of mush. 
. . 

? 

From seven to  'eighteen mouthfuls consti tuted a feeding. -: - - : 
; - - = - : 

The male, though he did not spend much time i n  the tree,: ' 

must have been i n  the vicini ty.  The female would begin 

ca l l ing  and usually within f i f t een  seconds h i s  cheery c a l l  

would be hezrd and he-wquld verg: soon sppesr. OccaeionalIy 

%hen he did not answer, she would wait pat ient ly for a 
' . -  

half hour before czl l ing agzin. Only rarely could h i s  



c a l l  be hesrd, heraldilzg 'is ~ : ~ ? r o z s h ,  wnJeasl she ha5 f i r s t  

called. The female ' in t h e  second neet observed wae Tery 

shy and f l e w  fromithe n e s t  whenever It was spproached. 

Sne flew twenty o r  t h i r t y  f ee t  axsy, rnding no s m d .  

r'ive egss were preeent i n  each neet ,  bluish white i n  - 

color,  on Auguet 1st. The second nes t  w a s  v i e i t e d  two 

iiatching ar  three tiroee a dzy f o r  t h e  next t e n  dzys. On Jugust llms 

fourteen dzys e f t e r  the  l ay ins  of the  f i r s t  egg, the 

female rexained on the n e s t  mtil the  wri ter  was ivithln 

six fee t .  She then f l e s  o f f ,  zlirhte",rQx - 2 f e ~  f e s t  away, 

I and ut tered c a l l s  of d i s t r e & ,  3ze 3ee , accentins the  

second syl lable  , or e' W t  z' . Two young b i rds  

f i l l y  hatched znd a t h i r d  h l l f  out of the & e l l  Tiere found. 

The next day the re  was only one egg not hatched. A b a  

Care of bl ind waa erected.  The work took about an hour. The b l i n d  
- -- young - - - -. - - .- - - 

- . - - - - -  - 
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-- - was entered, an*-wi.f;@n two minutes the  m z n d ~ - r g  % a  - a -  
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f l u t t e r e d  abou<=within a short dis tance of the nests --bat- ---- - - '? -- 
- A 

- - - - - *  L~ - could not bring herse&f t o  get on it. She was g rea t ly -2" -  &--:?* -;i 
- - .  Z'T - - - - := 
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disturbed byAthe:pres;nce - of the b l i n d  m d  gave l i t t i e  crlesb.: ' - ;  * -  
- - 

> : 3  * , - I i; of weee weee o r  weep- w e e e p ,  prolonged and ascending, - - - - 
- 

curiously resembling t h e  c a l l  of t h e  cmzry.  In  the eve&$, - - A - - - - 
- - - .  - - .  > - - - '  eleven days a f t e r  thgT1aying ofthe l z s t  egg, there  w e r e 3  - = :  . -. 

- - - - -. 
- .  

f ive  young, v e r y  ting: wesk, md naked e w e  fo$ very f ea : * - -. , A  

yellowish h a i r s  on the head, shoulder, and t a i l  region. 

The youwest b i r d  was zezsured on -4u~us t  14, a t  the age of 

tso  dzys. 3 r i e f  v i s i t s  on the 15th,  l6 th ,  2nd 17th s?oaed 

marked zroxth.* ? in  f e z t t e r s  aize-eishth of an i-_'i~h i n  



*For these th ree  days the  nest w a s  used for  other - 

purposes &'*as not available t o  the  wri ter  fo r  observa- 

t ion.  

length had appeared on the  wings of the older birds, 

w h i l e  the s a a l l e s t  showed them hal$as long- OF. A ~ u s t  

18th the  yotlng birda were found waiting to  be fed, heads 

extended well over the r i m  ofthe nest  and mouths wide 

open- The eyes were open for  the space of one millimeter. 

The male came and fed the young by regurgitetion, feeding 

one, then another Impartially . Some were apparently 

sa t i s f i ed ,  but others were eager for more. Iarnediately 

- a f t e r  the  feeding, the young birda assumed an at t i tude  

tha t  f a c i l i t a t e d  the taking o f  excretions by the  parent. 
- - 

- The cha-e of posit ion on the part  of the yo- seemed-, - - - - - 
- - - -* --. -2 7 - 
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- food. -After an interval  of a half hour they show L IT - 

4 % 
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* - .  
i n d i c a t ~ o n e  - -  - of desire for  food. F i r s t  one head, then - 5 .  -. .- - - . - 1, . .=T - 

- .  s .. 
two o r  <k&ee, noul*e l i f t e d ,  'open mouthed, seve weakly , ,I- .- - 

- L - '3 

7 1 - - 
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about, ih&n - -- - - sink down against the wal. of t 3 e  nest,,, , 
- = I 

snugglingi againat the so f t  lining. The male came again . -  
- - - . - 5 I - - - - - * - 

- *. , . - - . - 
in  f i f t g  k i n u t 3 ,  fed a l l  the  birds,  and swallowed -the.- - =  - - _ _ J  - - .  

3 = $ -  - - += -&-- - 
feces. female accompanied him. She fed two of - - -. 

z. - - 
- .  

the young, then sa t  a few Inches d l s t v l t  while the male 

completed h i s  work. The parents then flew from the nest  

together. Durlng t h i s  sesson of - csr iag  fo r  young, males 

md femalea were daily seen together swaying i n  the tops 

of Lactuca cznadeneis and Lactuca s a g i t t i f o l l a  p lmt s ,  



Deteriora- 
t ion  of 
nest.  

feeding on t h e  ripe seeds, which evidently cons t i tu te  a 

la rge  part of t h e i r  diet. Occasionally they might be seen 

on t h e  s t a lks  of Verbascum thapsue, seernialy gathering a 

few insects ,  as there  were no seeds preeent. The mother 

staya with h e r  young but  l i t t l e  of the  time, brooding 

them f o r  short  in te rva ls .  On August 19th t n e  outside of 

the nes t  w a s  found t o  be badly soiled,  probably by the 

droppings of t h e  parent b i rda  as  they sat  on t h e  r i m  of 

the nest .  Twenty-four hours l a t e r  the  nest was found t o  

be i n  2 very f i l t h y  condition on t h e  out eide, thou@ 

clean inside. Whether t h i s  condition is  in tena i f  ied 

by the  throwing out of the  excreta found i n  t h e  nest  

could not be determined by the wri ter .  The psrente 

swallow the f e c e s  of the  very young, a t  any r a t e -  The 

nest  becomes misshapen and hafidly habitable. The neat  

- .. a t  - Duncm B_ag had broken down and had rea l ly  turned - - - 
- - - - 1 - -- - - - - 

-- - - > 

- - --- - - s o n g  side-%;t, -- t h e  s ides  atringing down the  t r e e  f o r 2  ~ Z X J ~  -- 
- -- - - - - - 5 .  

- - - - - - -- - - - - - -- 
- 

- 
- -  - a distance of -several inches. _Five young b i rds ,  almost -- -- - - -- 

- --:I - - 
- r eady  t o  fly, were found clinging together on the b o t t q  p-1 - .  - Z:-$ - - .- * 

<? _ pf the  n e s ~ , ' e v i d e n t l y  unconscious t h a t  t h e i r  she l te r  tt 17z % -  
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had f a l l e n  akag from them. - - -  z 
*. -7 - 
U 3 - 

- 
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GROiYTH OF men first hatched, the young b i rds  hzve very l i t t l e  -3 .-- -z - - YOUNG s = I 
- 

Plumage - covering. g n l g  a few eparee, f ine  ha i rs ,  yellowish in; - u C~ 
- - -  - .  - - - 

color,  coufd' be discerned on the head, back, and the - - - 

region of the  t a i l .  A t  t he  .zge of two days, t h e  down, 

s t i l l  sparse, showed a yellowish gray color, and waa, 

found i n  queer l i t t l e  t u f t s  on the head, back, t h i m s ,  

and t a i l  region. A t  the age-of four days, pin  feathers ,  
4 

gray i n  color,  appesred on the wings an3 t a i l .  At seven 



Size  

Calls 

days, the pin feathers on the wing were bluish gray in  
8 

color ,  tipped w i t h  light .. A l i t t l e  

pin featherb formed a ting taxi, whll 

extended down the  back- On Agguat 

on which observations were made, t 

aged eleven dage, had smooth olive brown plumage on 

i t s  head and backt m p  ehowed a tgwng brown, under 

tail coverts  were yellow, a s  were the s ides  o f  the 

th roa t  and breast. The tail 

e a e d  with w h i t e ,  w i n g  primar 

wing coverts were b 

. The change In si 

as t h a t  of the plumage. In  s ix  days, a yo 

----------------------------------------------- 

Both parents a d  young are silent nuch of t he  time. 

T'ne male's c a l l  could be heard as he cme ,  but for the  

most part be made no souhd while a t  t h e  nes t .  The young 

birds a t  the age of ten days gave a few f a i n t  "cheeps. 
- - 

tl 

This ie i n  marked contrast with the behavior during the 



egg-lay irg seaaon. 

T h e  nest of the goldfinch is b u l l t  l a t e  in July 
- 

. - and i s  placed between f i v e  and f i f t een  f ee t  f r o i t h e  

ground on a swaying limb. It i s  constructed of fine 

inner  berk, f ine  root f ibe rs ,  grass blades, and pap?us 

of the  Compositae. The inner depth and dizmeter are 

about fMo inches- 

The e B a  number from four t o  & s ix ,  five being the 

usual number, and are a very pale blue i n  color. The 

female begins incubation about the  time of t he  laying 

of the second egg. During thia  time she i s  fed by the 

male on regurgitated food.. The period of incubation i s  

eleven t o  fourteen days- 

The female is  more wary thsn the  male. She i s  

ass is ted  by the male i n  caring fo r  the  young, and does 

l i t t l e  brooding on the neat -  . 
The young are fed on regurgitated food a t  periods 

varying from forty-five t o  seventy minutes. ( These 

in tervals  - are noticeably longer than when the  young are 
-* 

fed on insects a s  i s  the case Cith many of our common birds.)  

The feces of the young b i rda  I s  taken and awallowcd by 

the perents. The nest, however, becomes exceedingly f i l t h y  

on the  outside- 

Fron the appezrance of a twelve-day-old bird,  the 

wri ter  bklieves tha t  the young leave the nes t  about the 

fourteenth day - The plumsge i s  of such a character t h a t  

the ident if icat ion of yomg goldfinches should be essy. 


