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thus fixing the nest securely on the swaying bough

NOTES ON THE NESTING HABITS OF THE GOLDFINCH

Theihestins'season of the éoidfinch,;s»later than =
that of most of our familiar 'birds.i In the Douglas Lake -

region the nests are built during the latter part of July;
According to most observers, therfemale does most of the
actual work of construction, though the:male stays near
and encourages her. The nests are,placed between five
fifteen feet from-the Bround,* soderdistance from the

*0f the three nests observed, one was 10} feet from the

ground in an Acer rubrum tree, one was 53 feet from the

ground in a Quercus boreslis, and one was 6 feet up in an

Alnus incana.

materials consist of fine 1nner bark of woody stems, some

shredded grass. ‘blades of former seasons, a few fine root

-~

fibers, mixed with the pappus of some of the Gompositae.

Clumps of the Dappus of Cirsium, Senecio, and Lactuca were

casily identifiable. Besides being woven in with other

materials in the bulk of the nest, it largeiy composed

the lining. Two small lepidopterous wings were also ;ound

1n the sample examined. The f1nished nest is most
attractive in appearance, shapely, dalnty, soft, yet firm

and well fastened to its supports. Measurements taken of
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BEHAVIOR

Egg laylng

two nests were practically the same, showing an outside

1

depth of four and three-fourths inches, an outside

¥

diameter ot four and one-fourth inches, an inside depth ' »f?

of two and one-eighth;incheeé{and an inside diameter of '4

two and one-fou;th inches. & : :

On July 28,7the‘date of the discovery of the nest é

just outside the door of House 18, State Street, a female '
flew to a newly completed nest, closely followed by a male.
She kept up.a continuous chippering in phrases of three '

to five syllables, sometimes ascending in pitch, some-

times descending--Chree Chree Chree. After the depart- -
ure of the male her chattering went on and attracted the |
attention of all passers-by. At four o'clock in the after-

noon the nest was found to contailn one egg. The next

morning at flve ) clock the female began her chatter again

the male was observed bringing her food.i At his anproach %

she fluttered her wings W 1e ‘he regurgiteted what appeered ;Vx}i

- to be material at ‘least partially digested.: It was lightié

in color and seemed to be of _the consistency of mush. :

From seven to eighteen mouthfuls constituted a feeding.

-
=
?

The male, though he did not spend much time in the tree,
must have been in the vicinity. The female would begin
calling and usually within fifteen seconds his cheery call
would be heard and b?gWQu}Q?XEFX soon appear. Occasionally
whenrhe did not,aneuer, ehe would walt patiently for a

half hour before calling again. Only rarely could his



datching

Care of

i'shy and flet from*the nest whenever 1t ‘was anproached

fluttered abou, within a. short

';‘;~e1even days after th fiaying ofthe 1ast egq there were*éﬁ%f

eallibe heard, heralding his eeproach unless she hai first

called. The female ‘in the sec scond nest observed was v

She flew twenty or thirty feet away, making no soun
“ive egés were present in each nest blulsh white in
color, on August 1lst. The second nest was v1sited twe

or three times a day for the next ten days. On &ugust llth
fourteen days after the laying of the first eggz, the

female rexained on the nest until the wrlter was within

slx feet. She then flew off, zlighted only a few feet awa§;

and uttered calls of distreé%, Be

_.._ ’

accenting the -

s
13

second syllable, or Vee' Vee' Bee'. Two young birds

fully hatched gnd a thifd half out of the shell were found.

The next day there was only one egg not hatched. A bi

blind was erected. The work took about an hour. The blind

could,not bringﬂherself to get on it.'
p éice of the blind *nd 5ave little cries

disturbed‘by th

1 i !I‘DI \l‘l N
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of weee Weee or-weep weeep, Drolonbed and ascending¥=*"!7;3

curiously resembllng the call of the canary. In the evening;

five young very tiny, wezk, end naked save fogﬁ very few
yellowish.hairs on the head, shoulder, and tail region.
The youngest bird was mezsured on August 14, at the age of

two"deys. - Erief visits on the 15th' 16tb end 1?tq sh owed?'

marked growth.¥ Pin feetkers one-eizpth of an iach in



tion

‘length had appeared on the wings of the older birds,
while the smellest showed them halqés lonz- On August
18th the young birds were found waiting to be fed, heads
' ‘extended well over the rim ofthe nest and mouths wide
open. The eYeerwere open for the space of'one millimeter.
The male came and fed the young by regurgitation, feeding
one, tken another impartially. Some were apparently
satisfied, but others were eager for more; Immediately
after the feeding, the young birds assumed ah attitude ’, !
that facilitated thertaking of excretions by the parent. J

food.,

1nd1cat§pps of deslre for food.: First one head the 1ig_s¢§ ;

o
f_

i !

Y 1

two or Ehfee, woulqbe lifted ‘open mouthed wave weakly ahm ottt

--—' yr»u

about, then sink down against the wa11 of the nest,r,

snuggliggiagainst;the soft 11n1ng.‘ The male came again ot ;f;é;
1 : gfed all the birds, and:ewalloweqsyh%gg Fiaa giag

5?

'éThe'female accompanied ‘him.. She fed two Of* sohe headl

fecesg.

the youngi ‘then sat a few inches distant while the male -
completed his work. The parents then flew from the nest
togethertk During thls season of caring for young, malesr

and females were dally seen together swaylng in the tops

of Lactuca canadensis and Lactuca sagittifolia plants,



tion of
nest.

GROWTH OF

YOUNG
- Plumage

_: - 3 -

Deteriora-

:Weovering

feeding on the ripe seeds, which evidently constitute a
large part of their dlet. Occaslionally they might be seen

on:the stalks of Verbascum thapsus, seemingly gathering a
few insects, aerthere were no seeds'present. The mother
stays with her young but l1little of the time, brooding
them for short intervals. On August 19th the outside of

the nest was found to be badly soiled, probably by the

droppings of the parent birds zs they sat on the rim of
the nest. Twenty-feﬁr hours later the nest was found to *ié
be in a2 very filthy condition on the outside; though 1
clean inside. Whether this condition 1s intensified
by the throwing out of the excreta found in the nest

could not be determined by the writer. The parehis

swallow the feces of the very young, at any rate. The

nest becomes misshapen and haédly habitable. The hest :

a distanceiof'several 1nches. Five young blrda, almost

ready to fly, were found clinglng together on the bottom 1‘1_'

Q?.f

\ :T)"\

of the nes€ evidently unconscious that thelr shelter l
had fallen away from them. LY 2 g3

Then first hatched the young birds have very 11ttle

1y a few sparee, fine hairs, yellowish in"‘ﬂ'*

Wi dh w

color, could be discerned on the head, back andrthell:
region of the tall. At the age of two days, the down,
still sparse, showed a yellowish gray color, and was,
found in queer little tufts on the head, back, thighs,
and tail region-' At the age of four days, rin feathers,

gray in color, appezred on the wings and tail. At seven




Size

'extended down the‘back;

days, thé plﬁ feathefaion the ﬁlng were”blulaé gray in

tipped with light. A little fan-shaped row of

VGn Aggust 22d ‘theilast day 3

on which observations’were made, the oldest birdi now:
aged eleven days, had emooth olive brown plumage on
its head and back, rump showed a tawny brown, under
tail coverts were yellow, as were the sides of the

throat and breast. The tail feathers were black

edged with white, wing primaries were black edged with
white,;while the wing coverts were black edged'with ,
yellowlsh‘White. The change 1n size is as remarkable

as that of the plumage. In six days, & young;bird had
more than doubled in extent and had increaseéialmostr .

100% in some other measurements.*

Both parents and young are silent much of the time.

Tne male's call could be heard as he came, but for the

The young ;t?

most part he made no souﬁd while at the pest

birds at the age of ten days gave a few faint heeps-

‘This is in marked contrast with the behayloriguring the




egg-laying season.

7 The nest of the goldfinch is built late in July
and is placed between five and fifteen feet from the'
ground on a swaying limb. It is constructed of fine
iﬁner.bark, fine root fibers, grase blades, and papous
of the Compositae. Thelinner depth and diameter are
aEOut fwo inches.

The eggs number from four tP six, five being the
usual number, and are a very pale blue in color. The
female begins incubation about the time of the laying
of the second egg. During this time sghe is fed by the
male on regurgitated food. The period of incubatlon is

eleven to fourteen daye.

The female is more wary than the male. She 19'>
assisted by the male in caring for the young, and doee
little breodiné on.the nest. :

The young efe'fed oe regurgitated food at periqde
Qarying from forty-five to sefenty‘minutes. (These
intervals are noticeably longer than when the young are
“fed on insects as is the casewiith many of our common birds )
The feces of the young birds is taken and swallowed by |
the parents. The nest, however, becomes exceedingly filthy
on the outside.

From the appearance of a twelve-day-old bird, the
writer bélieves that the young leave the nest about the

fourteenth day,b The plumsge is of such a character that

the 1identification of young goldfinches should be easy.



