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Phoebe Best Report,  

mi-5 t h e  122.t3t week i n  Suns a Phoebe -72s o f t e n  seen i n  tt-e 
trees b2tv;sen A ez-6 B S t r e e t s  of  CELTID. It seemed t o  be ~ o r c h e d  i n  
op t o  f l y  t o  the s r a s  t r e e  whenever anyone cane i n t o  t h e  yard. 
~ o t i c i n g  it i n  t h e  same p lace  so  o f t e n  one could n o t  help but 
i.ionder - \~ha t  t h e  re:zson l.vas. F i n a l l y  a l i t t l e  be fo re  dark on Ju ly  1 
t h e  bird gave awag h e r  s e c r e t  by f l y i n g  f r o a  t h e  peak o f  the roof 
of Gabin 3 i n t o  t k P  szrne t r e e .  Looking up, t h e  n e s t  was c l e a r l y  
seen  ?laced o n  a ZL2w 3;nall boards n a i l e d  t o  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  cabin,  

The n e s t  be&- S O  h igh  up I did not  a t tempt  t o  look i n t o  it 
u n t i l  t he  n e x t  m o r ~ d z g ,   hen s tand ing  on a  t a b l e  and holding. a 
m 4 r r o r ,  f a s t e n e d  ta a long s t i c k ,  over t h e  n e s t  I could  s - e  four  
1 ~ 5 i t e  eggs. The r ,~?s t  T:?;i-aS x d e  of' g r a s s e s  a22 E i ~ e  tv:igs e e z e ~ t e ~  
t oge the r  and fastern-ed"the boards and s i d e  of  tSe  csS in  ~ 5 t h  xud. 
*rx%e lns ide  l i n i n g  -TIES of f i n e r  g rasses .  Phoebe was very  xuch e x c i t e d  
1.t s se inz  anything S O  c l o s e  t o  h e r  n e s t  b u t  i ~ 3 e n  a l l  ~ z s  q u i e t  she 
soon r e t u r n e d  t o  her t r e a s u r e s .  Upon looking two days l a t e r  i t  was 
found no T a r e  eggs hzd been l a i d ,  

For s e v e r a l  dz-gs t h e  b i r d  mould f l y  o f f  t h e  n e s t  trv'henever t h e r e  
was z loud n o i s e  i r _  t h e  cabin  o r  t h e  door under h e r  wzsodened,  but 
l a t e r  not u n t i l  so:=one appeared i n  s i g h t .  .She mould no t  go beck 
t o  the  n e s t  'i'rihile E-nyone was i n  s i g h t ,  so a  b l i n d  was used i n  o rde r  
t o '  :yatch h e r  ac t ioTs  about t h e  r ,es t .  The f i r s t  t ime the b l i n d  mas 
used s3e  seemed s u z p i c i o u s  of i t  and sat most of  t h e  %ixs i n  one 
t r e e .  and as  a rule on t h e  same branch, f l i t t . i n g  her t a i l  and lookiilg 
abou'i anxiously.  S . sve ra l  tSxes she f lew t o  t h e  nest, perc'red on Bhe 
s i d e  2nd looked i n ,  then  flew back t o  h e r  perch ,  She continued t h f s  
f o r  nea r ly  an hour t h e n  went o n  the  n e s t  as  i f  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  nothing 
harm-ul m;s going $0 r e s u l t  from t h e  b l i n d .  Two d q s  l a t e r  vil~en 
obsefved pa.3ai-n i t  was o n l y  twenty minu-tes b e f o r e  she  r e t u r n e d  t o  
h e r  duty and by the end of t h e  inc3bzt ion  p e r i o d  she T V - O - L I ~ ~  go back 
t o  tbe  n e s t  soon z f t e r  I v7as i n  t h e  b l i n d .  

%en perching  i n  t h e  t r e e  the b i r d  o f t e n  f l e w  i n t o  t h e  a i r  t o  
ca tch  a  gass ing  i n s e c t ,  t h e n  bzck to t h e  t r e e  t o  ea.t i t .  ;;'hen f i n i s 2 a d  
she would s c r a t c h  2e-r b i l l  on t h e  b ~ a n c h  a few t imes anfi  the^ s i t  
ready t o  f l y  . a f t e r  t h e  next  passerby,  

FI- :ne sexes o f  t k e  Fhoebe a r e  al-%ke so  I cou ld  no t  be l>o$s i t ive  
but t h o ~ g h t  it a z s  t h e  feWzle doing t h e  incuba t ing ,  Cnly  one b i r d  
c a s  seen zbout t h e  n e s t  a3 a time, t h e  o the r  n o t  even coming t o  
br ing  food t o  t h e  one on the nes'. . It wzs n o t  u n t i l  t h e  b i W s  P , x ? r e  

hztc3ed t h a t  b o t h  b i r d s  Tiern seen  ab0u.t the  n e s t  t o g e t h e r ,  

';%en on t h e  n e s t  the  b i r d  u s u a l l y  faced t o  t h e  n o ~ t h  but 
o c c a s i o n a l l ~ $ o  t h e  s o ~ t h .  - h i s  may have been because o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  ~ l e s t .  '.-,%en fac ing  sou-th t h e  b i r d 1 s  head w a s  al-?ost  touching 
the  roof but n o t  s o  '::hen f a c i n g  no-rth. In  f l y i n g  o f f  t h e  n e s t  she 
f l e w  t o  t h e  \::eat extspt ?;hen someone aDproached from that d i r e s t i o n ,  
she Y23 never segn t o  f'lg v-p ai.d over t h e  h o m e  'out -::mi; i n  t h e  - =  - 

. - - 
d r r i c t f  o n  of sne  t?;~. in r5EWni?g t o  the n e s t  ske  iri-.?arls%ly f ' l ~ ~ z  
to >er f a v o r i % e  per23 j ~ s t  k5fore going t a  the r e s t .  Cnl;; a f ex  
t i ~ z s  v:as s'rie o b s e y ~ c d  t o  go t 5 e  z e s t  f r o 3  m y  Other c i i r e c t i o r ~ ,  



' r, 21_.ld t.3 -PC--; 3 -  ed. *i*hi.s e,ct n r ~ e t l y  exci ted t h e  pq~cjnrl bird s->+Iss' '3 " 
flev a5t3-3-t exc i t e ly  from t r e e  to tree. Cne of t 3 e  bsbp Sirds  -::es 
t"je3 3 3 - 7  T'?? r ~ s t ,  ?arYed, -;:elf~ed aid r s a su r s3  a2d %%en r e t $ ~ - r ? ' .  

-- 
: ~ O D  ~ $ : t i - g  into t?-e blind it ::as i 2 t e r c s t : n s  t o  ..:kt23 

p;ren?s reac"ui.sn to tke sicuaci3a.  :he hqd been fi~;-irs % t o u t  
z ~ r a r e n t l y  in srezt  distr~ss, but soon ef ter  everF one n a s  o k t  of 
s i q h t  s3e y e t - ~ r n e d  t o  t ?e  nest, no t  in he r  l ~ s c a l  calm :rnzeP but, 
r z t k e r  skylf; Zn h e r  f i r h t  trip t3 t k e  nest s?e perc?ed on t h e  e2;e 
o f  t k s  nest, glanced in 3 x z ~ r i 4 l y  t o  se? ?%at h2r Sebies -.:ere all 
%heye, then stood looking dorm at the fad5er as 25' ~ o z & ~ - i n u  wtst 

? ft x2s a l l  about. She remmied by tke nes t  fo r  so-e tize first 
egeicg t'ne birds and  then the l a d d e r  Below her. After soaetirne she 
sat on  be stlsb.  ~ k e  no l~nger re-ieined on the  nest f o r  as  long 

t ?. s t r o b c h e s  2 s  -e?ore  the  birds ha:c?ed. 

;:o r l G ? e  6gZS kzd ~ ~ * L c ? I c I ~ ~  'Se-?lcs3r,~ e 'u ' s2 i~g a l t ?o~ckl  one ?:es 
g l p r e 3  s.n? %a? h s t c 3 e d  early h-;r?zy zsr~i_r.-.  y k e ~ e  FES PO ~ T E C B  

left of t h e  egg s k e l l  a f t e r  eng of the ?ir$s ??&tcked, L'CIFS e g g  h d  
' o e ~ n  ~ e i g ~ B d  "ednesday night and was 27 gra ins  w h i l e  the newly 
'iratc3ed b i r d  -:eigl:$d 25 grains. In the fi:,st 12 30i.l~~ t k e  k i r d  
ga i red  8 gra5zs. ,he one 1 kept the g r o w t h  record for neighed 
4 4  grz ins  t3e first time so it undou-btedly %ad been hatched the a a ~  

*'. n before it r:as I"%-st T;;eip:~ed. I:,e r'o11S3i;h egg did'not ha%& 'out 
remaine '  in the nest to the ens. 

,he one-day-old b i r d  had a little C o T i . ~  on tke :yead an3 faather 
t r a c t s  of the uprsr :art of the  body 21ld sotlie on t he  sides of t h e  
bre293z. T3e r e s t  o f  the b6dg xas' ent5,-ely-fieked,  he bill xss m l i l e  
23d the neck very long, ca12sinq tk-e head t o  f l o p  a r o ~ n c ?  air%lesslg. 
-:-he --- yo-~.ng b i r d  did no'i, seem t o  e ~ r e  if i t s  Fead ~ - d e r  t k e  bodg 
of  n o t ,  but rrhen on hi s back I t  z o u l d  stru-ggle t o  t u r n  o g s r ,  T h e  
egas we-e closed and rexzined s o  %fll the end I@ t ke  ohsel-vations,  
 he t o e s  c l o s e d  and the  f o o t  vies vcithcbawn when tovbked even s l i g ' i ~ t l y .  
The bird opene5 his rrzouth sevex-al tirnes while i t  Flas out of tke 
nest the first day, but d i d  not  s o  revpond t o  any spec ia l  no i se  or 
st l m ! l u s *  

. - 
Catuy&g night t h e  bird szoiie?. t h e  beg~i - i_z>i r~  of fea+L?:-sr*s, ii,='K 

u ~ d e r  the skin s h o w i ~ g  in the fecther taacts on e i t 5 e r  s ide  o f  the 
brea t s ,  on the h3&d and back. *rhe ~ f e r e  v s r g  dcrk 2nd t h e  
prixarg fez5hers j u s t  out. 

I2he nest ~ 2 s  aboi-lt 12 f e e t  f r o %  t h e  gra:ind ar~d  tlrder tke i . ~ o f '  
s o  one co7-316 n o t  see  i n t o  i t  u_n,bel,moi'.~! t o  t k e  bi rd .  It >::~.s C P e r e f o ~ e  
decided to try moving t h e  nest  to a rfzce z ~ o r  convenient ly l o c e t e d  
f o r  o b s e r v z k i o n .  A box ';fa3 naileFi the sicte of t t -e  czbin 6 f e e t  T~orn  
t!?~ ~ro7,md end t o  the  r i g h t  of t'e o r i g i n z l  nest. A f k a r  ha l f  . . an 
h012-r of - . i -) tcki~:~,  the  b5rCs feodin5 ?'re gotlng ever?  t - - -o  o r  crrqe 
?i :~>~Ees,  I c o ~ b d  %He nes t  i n t o  true 50x at 3:30  Tstilrrlay end t?sn 
p e t ~ r h e d  t o  t:!e blind t o  zztc '? ty:s ?esults. 



at t?? n e l t i n q  ?lace  et the z c e  tize or oae on t 3 e  r o a f  Rear  i t ,  - -ks : - - 2 - r $ l s  + 9 ; - ; ; ~ ~ ~  tri;s fr:s--)ases i jxt i l  hp 11 afr,l-.?,:.: it 
- -  - .,-.. e .-= = I - - -  .,- ;'he 3pe CT*-' - .= a a - L  - a - - x T c?% S?X 3 ~ ? l ~ 2 d J 9 ~  -n* / - 3  C F  52+1?. 

- i -15; ~ f r a l d !  tke -.-~-:rg Sirv2s -F7~-21c', t e  gettf:;g ve2-y 3-;zAgrp .zy 
no-c, n o t  'i?vi>g 3ed anything for 9oarly tzo ho- rs, so novec! t?e r e s t  

I t o  2 - 2  of :1?3 SOX xkere C're b i r h  co~lld l o o k  do-in into i t  ?-on - b-,p -L old L?sting pZr;-ce. I then -i:stched urtil ci%n?-;er t i z n e  a r ~ d  t?e 
T- g93-xq r~:.zac;;e3 w ~ f e d  f o r  over  t-:?o and one-half  ~ O ~ J - P S . .  soT::eve? . soon a f t e r  zxn:sr the bi rds  Tere teing Seed, b-~t ,  I had zissed 

wftcess'l~g t'ne _f i rs t  trip t o  tke neiv nes t i r ig  site. 

Abo-3t 3 o'clocP i n  the a f t e r n o o n  I watched the  feed ing  on t o p  
o f  :Ye box f o r  2 t i n e  2nd t ? ~ n  -w7?ed rhe n ~ s t  Scck i n t o  t h  ttox 30 - 
i t  A t. - ;TJ;: 39 -1.3tsde;l.sd tqfcre n fck t  csyp, It -:;as ~~:~~ ?'at; i b2d an 

2 . . sn~ort i :~%ta t o  o - z s s ~ v e  >;>ti1 t? ie  rlest w z s  again c ~ s z c u e ~ z d .  Cne 
b5~"a-g to $--- -5 t3p of t ? e  sox :-;it%ifood and s e e r e d  ?AC!I s::ry;rised 
t o  Tin6 t k a  n e s t  and birds mere not there. Back she fie-s tB the 
p e r s h i ~ q  ?r.=.?ck! ~ n 3  fn s few seco-ncis to tke o r i g f n a l  nes t ing s i t e  
b u t  3otkkq -.vos there either. Another attezlpt i ~ z s  made to find 
fie? SehZes on t h e  top of the box. Even with  Ber  mouth f u l l  of 
fc26 sye gzse n l l t t l e  chlp, c a l l i n g  for t?me m Z  there nas a faint 
ans;r-eT f-02 -zi"Lia tth hex ~ 3 3 c h  the parent certa2nly 3erxd. The 
Fho &e loo:~ed f i ~ s t  t o  one s i d e  and %he t o  &he other but she could 
not ~ $ 0  ::?zye t ? ~ s  l i t t l e  b i r d s  ;vere. Another cell and enother f a ' n t  
ansser  ~ n d  she fLsz o u t  about  a f o o t  from the box azd back quickly  
f p t o  eke box.. Z ~ P  t reasxres  xe re  again - f o u ~ d  and soon both  parerrts 
-.qere feed5ng tke b i r d s  ad gzyly as they had been i n  t h e  r>ornip% 
kefore the zest z2s xwved. 

Qa-liinq t 3 o s e  2e.7 dzys t;-'nen the b i r d  w n s  h e h g  vfeighbd -d 
zeasured it grey:: at greet  speed. It xelghed 44 grains on I;.'e&esday 
t k e  T i r s t  6zg  i t   as ~eig'r_$fi and gained II gzains i n  the next 17 
h o u ~ s  , inclading ovar  n i g h t  md 22 g ra ins  during 1 2  hours of day 
fee4ing on T h r x ~ s d a g .  Eie increzsed i n  length f r o m  42 nim. t o  60 E m .  

f f o r  2 -  -xhe other neasurement;s in t?e grow-t'rr record are giveri 
in k l e  t eb l e  a t  tke end, 

I was ayay all 5zy Sunday b-vct s a m  nothing of  t h e  adult birds  
before leav5nq in t h e  m_oi.ning, a r i n g  t h e  day the bird w s s  seen 
on tlls n s s t  ' i~g  zr4thsr r.2-cber of  s r ~  2;u.t z t  e igXt  o!clock i n  the  

* .  e-;er\_ing i c e  ?lest  sass?e i  to be .~;i;;zttenc?ed m d  the yovng bii-ds i;.ez-e 
calli~g as if k7~ngi.y. ihe text rlnrnicg the o l d  bi~*c?s v:er@ n o t  seen 
arovz3 f r o ?  4:30 to 5:Of) and f riid cot P ~ v e  an op~;oi7tf~;Lt7 ti) 
oSserve after tlrat v n t i l  4 o'clr_oc?r i n  the af ternoon.  Hor ZII h o ~ ~  
tkez the  nesz  aEs v~atc3ed and  there sesned t o  be no indication 08 
e i t y z p  ~ ~ : - e : ? t  z rc -? rd .  

: ,=..aq 7-, kj2e b5-i.d ~ ~ 2 s  --e$ .-f-.& 
. . - 2 L . -  if fy.L.ad ., z t  6 : 30 i t  k2.d l o s t  i n s  tsed of  gsi?ea 

. - 
dgri,ng c_r_s .za-qs, S-~ndap Z Q ~  I . ! ~ n d a ~ ,  l : i i t ~  ';his Lass in :y:2iehk &- - 
and a I2.c;: of the  usirFal nest-sanj-ta t i o n  on i,:o~dag, I g~.;eetlp feared 
so?-5thl1- 5 It_r-n;ronsd - .  i 0 t;:~ reTczts of tket f o p  solne Y tkey 
h.3 .-.3?3;,tn:3 t , :;~ q e ~ f - ,  -42.3 t.Iv.y>e % O T - , T ~ C Y  :25T23 T?---**- 
..*A . .; "i i-' a . .-L ..' -ti-.?!c;l *! S O  

. - 7 %  
. . 

T r,-~ + - ,  --., " ; ,,; #z ;+:E *zy- ?< z. 5 {2 z;T I-: 2 :- <2 *2 -:= - - - +  '?? ;- & f: _.ri '..~ - - - 4 

-.-- P.? -. ~- I -  2. 3 
- ->ir v - --'..~U - - . . c- -I - . - . - . . 
f . 2 ~  ~,~--~~ F-s s?,;.';' ' 2 3  9 lly 7;9:~;;1,?3d ;~-i-:e bill. :~2-::<.;2-3p 13 y:--? ; : -~ l .~ -<~-  . - 1  5 

- .  y;--2-.3e -?-,< - -  --.,=- - A 3  -:-,--.: * r e -  khs f'(l,;--l*t> eg$T :.:-*-.'->~.~~::!~.: 5~ 5.52 :;.s% E.53. 
- > @ 3, 2.- 

. -. -. -.- , , Q - p  --c:"tr_t '-A- -.., >. --.-: :-,- - - 
- < - < )  Yipj ?!-? ;;.35t ? t  :..I;- y:. -.z ?:---'-.a i 1 ..--. 



- ~n i e  ? o t  r o s s i b l e  t o  eve r  know f o r  sure w h a t  h a z ~ e n e d  t o  t h e  . . rs:*e-.rs o - - t  t-keee e r e  a n~j-ibel* of p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  7ne o r  t k e  o t h e r  
2f '-.? sz:=:.?s r.z-,- " S - J ~  .r,-,e;.n 1<'11~=13. an2 ",!5 ot 'er  ,r_~'zLp c . r  

. - - a  ..--.- ,. ..I.L.~L~E - 5s  CZTIS f o p  t 5 e  ~ a u r . p  e lor ,e .  _;fter tk?e ze s t  ~ z s  -!c=i--e 're 
hirist lv-~-i23 59vs2~2il  t k . _ ~  t o y  of  t?e  3.3~ i-;'r_cn she  sto:'id up o n  f:ye 
ease  o f  c5e n e s t .  ':his d i d  ng t  seem t o  make any d i f fe rence  t o  h e r  
~ b c r i ' t h 3  bir2r; :=:ere f i r s t  found i n  tke  box, S u t  it Try ha~be 
ap-noy%d ? e r  Tore  tkzn it  a z r s a r e d  t o .  

It ha rd ly  s e e ? -  probable  t h e t  the ~ o v I ~ 5  o f  the n e s t  t o  a r?v 
s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  hzve been t%e  cEuse f o r  d e s e r t i n g  i t  o r  i t  s o u l d  
have baen dese r t ed  -before the nest 172s found, no t  a f t e r .  O f  
cou-rse one x i 1 1  never f f n d  out  f o r  c e r t a i n  j u s t  w h e t  d i d  h a ~ z e n .  
I may only say I a~ so r ry  I missed the o p r o r t u n i t y  t o  xatch t ? e  
b i r d s  Fro?: t o  x s t m i t ~ .  

Growth Zecord  of oKe FhoeSe. 
7 

:Ye i gkt 
Lengbh 
Bf 11 
3311 - 5ye 
5111 - Gape 
g i l l  - X o s t r i l  
Fye d i a ~ i e t e r  
Extent 
'.tTf?%, R i g h t  
Primary 
YTnq - Body 
Foot - 3 d y  
Tarsus 
-1arsus - Toe 
Foot 
Right 1st t o e  

" 1 s t  n z i l  
2 n d t o e  

" 2nd n z i l  
' 3rd  t o e  
" 3 r d  n a i l  

4 t h  toe  
" 4th  n a i l  

2 :30  
July 15 
44 grains 
42 m. 

5 
7 
7$ 
2 s  
2 

36 
9 

7 :30  5:30 
J u l y  16 Ju ly  17 

77 94 
50 55 
6 7 
8 9 
8+ 10 
2s 3 
2 2s 

50 60 
10 I1 


