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Phoebe Rest Report,

During the la:3t week in June a Phoebe was often seen in the
trees between A anid B Streets of Camp. It seemed to be perched in
or to fly to the s:zme tree whenewver anyone came into the-yard.
Noticing it in the: same place so often one could not help but

. wonder what the re:2son was. Finally a little before dark on July 1
the bird gave away her secret by flying from the peak of the roof
of @abin 3 into thz same tree. Looking up, the nest was clearly
seen placed on a f=w sSmall boards nailed to the side of the Cabin.

The nest bekngg s0 high up I did not attempt to look into it
until the next morming, when standing on a table and holding. a
mbirror, fastened t® a long stick, over the nest I could s-e four
vhite egss. The neest was made of grasses and Rine twizs cemented
together and fastemed’the boards and side of the cabin with mud.
the inside lining =vas of finer grasses. Phoebe was very much excited
at seeing anything so close to her nest but when all was gulet she
soon returned to her treasures. TUpon looking two days later it was
found no more eggs had been laid,

For several d=ys the bird would fly off the nest whenever there
wag a loud noise ir= the cablin or the door under her was ogened, but
later not until someone appeared in sight. .She would not go bsack
to the nest while znyone was in sight, so a blind was used in order
to wzteh her actiorms about the nest. the first time the blind was
used she seemed suspliclous of it and sat most of the tims in one
tree-and as a rule on the same branch, flitting her tail and looking
about anxiously. Several times she flew to the nest, perched on hhe
side znd looked in, then flew back to her perch. She continued this
for nearly an hour then went on the nest as if satisfied that nothing
harmful wss going To result from the blind. Two days later when
obsetved gagain it was only twenty minutes before she returned to
her duty and by the end of the incubation period she would go back
to the nést soon after I was in the blind.

When perching in the tree the bird often flew into the air to
catch a vassing insect, then back to the tree to eat it. ¥%hen finishesd
she would scratch her bill on the beranch a few times and then sit
ready to fly after the next passerby.

mhe sexes of the Fhoebe are alike so I could not be possitive
but thought it was the fe¥ale doing the incubating. Only one bird
was seen about the nest at a time, the other not even coming to
bring food to the one on the nes*, 1t was not until the bitds were
hatched that both birds were seen about the nest together.

Yhen on the nest the bird usually faced to the north but
occasionallyto the south. +this may have been because of the position
of the nest. Yhen facing south the bird's head was almost touching
the roof but not so when facing morth. In flying off the nest she
flew to the weat except when someone approached from that direstion.

a on of the trze. In refurning to the nest she invariegbly flsw
to her fevorite perch just before going to the nest. Cnly a few
ti &s she observed to go the nest from any other direction.
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covld =2 wasched. 4his act greatly excited the parent bird =znd she
flew about excitely from tree to tree. OCne of the hsby birds was
tzken from the nest, marked, weighed and measured and then returrzs?,

Upon getting into the blind it was interesting to watch the
parents reaction to the situation, the hzd been Tlying sbout
aprarently in great distress, but soon after every one was ott of
sight she returned té the nest, not in her usual calm manner but
rather shyly. On her first trip to the nest she perchsd on the edge
of the nest, glanced in harridly to see that her babies were all
there, then stood lecoking down at the ladder as if wondering what
it was all about. She remanied by the nest for some time first
eyéing the birds and then the ladder below her, After sometime she
sat on the Best. ohe no longer remained on the nest for as long
stretches as Yefore the birds hatched.

ro more eggs had hatched YWe nesday evening a2lthough one was

pipred and had hatched early hursdsy morning. ZThere was no trace
left of the egg shell after any of the tirds hatched, :his egg had :
been weightd “'ednesday night and was 27 grains while the newly - |
hateched bird weighsd 25 grains. 1in the first 12 hours the bird
gained 8 grains, _he one 1 kept the growth record for weighed
44 grsins the first time so it undoubtedly had been hatched the @ay i

efore it was first weighed., <whe foukth egg did not hatch but i
remaine? in the nest to the end,

“he one-day-o0ld bird had a 1little down on the head and feather
tracts of the uprer vart of the body and some on the sides of the
bresgs, The rest of the bddy wad entirely:=nsked. +the bill was wid
and the neck very long, causing the head to flop around aimlessly.
+he young bird did not seem to czre if its head was under the body
of not, but when on his back it would struggle to turn ower. The
eges were closed and remained so %%11 the end ifi the observations.
+he toes closed and the foot was withdrawn when toughed even slightly.
The bird opened his mouth several times while it was out of the
nest the first day, but did not so respond to any speclal noise or
stimlus.

Saturday night the bird showed the beginning of feathers, derk
under the skin showing in the feather tmacts on either side of the
breats, on the head and back. <whe wing were very daerk and the
primary feathers just out. %/

whe nest was about 12 feet from the ground and under the roof
so one could not see into it unbeknown to the bird. It was therefore
decided to try moving the nest to a vlace mor conveniently located
for observebion. A box was mailed the side of the cabin 6 feet from
the grovnd and to the right of the original nest. Afser half an
hour of wotching the birds feeding the young every two or trhree
minutes, I movéd-tHe nest into the box at 9:30 Saturday and then
returned to the blind to watch the results.

At first the addlt birds came to the o0ld nestin ce with
food, locked for the birds but not finding them ate od =nd
flew off, only to return =again in utes §§§h focd.
znd rerea gctions. Both nuzd this or stout
twe i ren for the our they re often,
one most all eeming ve
tee ind t ey did =no
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>lace at the same time or one on the roof near it.
et en trips inceeases until by 11 o%elock it
r 8ix minutes bziore one could be seen,
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raid the young birds would be getting very hungry by
ng had anythﬂng for nearly two hours, so moved the nest
the bex where the birds could look down into it from
g plsce. I then watched until dinner time and the
unfed for over two and one-half hours,. However

ner the tirds were bteing feed, but I had missed

, first trip to the new nestlng site.
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o'elock in the afternoon I watched the feeding on top
or a tlme and then moved the nest back into the box so0
te otedted before night came, It was then that I had an
2ty to observe until the nest was again discovered. Cne
to the top of the box withhfood and seemed much surprised
to find nest and birds were not there., Back she flew th the
pershing b nch and in a few seconds to the original nesting site
but r otnlng wes there either., Another attempt was made to find
her besbies on the top of the box. Even with Ber mouth full of
food she gave a little chip, calling for thme and there was a faint
answer from within the box whkich the parent certainly herad. The
Phocbe looked first to one side and then to she other but she could
not see where the little birds were. Another ca2ll and another faint
answer and she flweg out about a foot from the box and back quickly
into the box.. Her treasures were again found and soon both parents
were feeding the birds ad gayly as they had been in the morning
before the nest was moved.
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Du“ing tho e few days when the bird was being weighéd and
measured it grew at great speed. It weighed 44 gralns on Wednesday
the first day it was weilgh néd and gained 11 geains in the next 17
hours, including over night and 22 grains during 12 hours of day
feeding on Thrusday. He increased in 1enguh from 42 m, to 60 mm,.
in four days. <vhe other measurements in the growth record are given
in the table at the end.

.
i

I was away all day Sunday but saw nothing of the adult birds
before leaving in the morning. During the day the bird wsas seen
on the nest by andther member of camp but at eight o'clock in the
evening the nest seemed to be unattended and the young birds were
calling as if hungry. vthe next morning the old birds were not seen
around from 4:30 to 5:00 and I did not have an oprortanity vo
observe after that until 4 o'clock in the afternoon. FEor an hour
then the nest was watched and there seened to be no indication off

s LY

either perent sround,

ihen the bird was weighsd at 5:30 it had lost instead of gained
during the two days, uundav and Vonday. With this lass in wiight
and a 1lack of the usural nest-sanita tion on Monday, I greatly feared
somethir»g rad havvened io the parents of that for some rezson they
had dessrted the nest. All three young birds be”LDd very hungry so
T got some flys and fed them., Trey & omen théfr mouthes
for trhese as socn 28 a fly touchsd th ¢ver in the morninrg
21l three birds vwer: dead, the fourth ed in the nest edd
no sizn of either vsrent arovnd tha ie since,
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in 1= not possible to ever mnow for sure what havrened to the
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edce of the nest.

Pe zre a number of rossibilities,
may 1"'vn teen f‘l‘cd aﬁd

the otner

u;te" the “ost

nsble or
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when she stood up on the

when ths birds were first found in the box,

annoyed her rore

than it apresred to.

but it may have

ne or the other

1

tre

”his did not seem to make any difference to her

It hardly seems probtable that the moving of the nest to a new
situation could have been the cause for deserting it or it would

have been desertéd:-before the nest was found, not after.
course one will never find out for certain just

of
what 4did hapren.

I may only say I am sorry I missed the oprortunity to watch the
birds grow to nsturity.

Weight

Lengbh

Bill

Bill - Eye

Bill - Gape

Eill - TNostril

Fye diameter

Extent

Wing, Right

Primary

Wing - Bedy

Foot - Body

Tarsus

‘rarsus - Toe

Foot ’

nght 1st

1st nsil

" 2nd toe
" 2nd nail
" 3rd toe
" 3rd nail
" 4th toe
" 4th nail

toe

Growth Record of on

2:30 7:30
July 1§ July 16
A4 grains 77
42 no 50

5 6

7 8

7% 8%

oL ol

2 2
36 50

9 10
14
16

8 10
14 18

6 6

4

11
°%

2

4

2
3
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Phoebg;

6:30 6:30
July 17 July 18
94 102
58 60
7 8-
9 10
10 11
3 3%
= 3
60 70
11 15

2
30
35
12 13
19 22
7 9
6
2
5
13
7
15
5
1z

6:30
July 20

90
60

9
10
12

3%

3
80
17

3

14
23
9



