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A Vesper Sparrow's Nest

Sevéral different evenings whédn I wes picking blue-
berries on tne hill behind the biological ststion at Douglas Lake I flushed
e Veséer Sparrow from the éround. The bird slweys flew from sbout the seame
locality but never exsctly the same plece, esnd although I searched eech time
I wes uneble to find a nest. On Tuly 1¢, 1¢31 I wes wslking along more ~

repidly then ususl snd when the tird flew up egein I wes able to see the
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ect position from which it flew. By a little seerching I found tne nest
sbout three feet from this spot.

| ‘~The neéf wes mede of fine gresses énd sunk flush with
the sround ssainst s very smell sumac (Rhus boreslis). It wss & round nest,
sliehtly wider then deep, end very scentily lined with finer gresses. Thefe
was so little meteriel composing the bottom of the structure that trne

3and could be seen through foom asbove. In the nest were four eges marked

* with spots snd scrstches of reddish-brown, ourplish-brown, end a little black

on & bsckground of grsyish-white. They were more heavily merked ebout the
larger end.

The sperrows secemed little slermed by the deily visits
I mede to the nest. The bird ﬁﬁich*wes”incubéting the eggs did not leave
until I wes within a few fget of it, end then it ren of f = few fest before
flying. As lone es I remsined nesr the nest it chipped e scoldine note
from the nearby bushes. On July-22 I found thet two of the eges had hatchéd
and one had disanpeasred leaving no trece. The nest, the young birds, end
the unhetched epe did not eprear to hsve been disturbed in eny wey. The next -

mornine I went out =grly in hopes of e2eing the other egs nstch, but es

it nsd hetched during the nieht I wes not sble to find out how the sdults

“‘disposed of the shell. According to Forbush tney sre esten. Later in the

vorning I put up a blind which excited theﬁadﬁlts'greatly} _Théy»chipped

ontinuously snd excitedly, flyineg from bush to bush but eglweys just out of
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‘sight. When I left they followed me psrt of the wey down the ;ath towerd
cemp still chipning, However, by afternoon they peid 1little more zttentlion

to the tlind snd fed the young twice during en hcur while I wetched from the

blind. . :
On July 25 durinv twenty mimites in the afternoon cne of tre

adults fed the youne five times. *t collected insects from eround the blind

end one time elichted on one of the tent ropes. .It mede no sound:on returning

tot he nest, tut the youns birds responded by opening tneir moutns when it
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until it ned touched tie sid
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ez-roeched., Sometimes tney‘did not respon
of the nest, but more often they begen to stretch up snd open their mouths
whan the adult wes runnine slone the srourd towsrd them. <+t usually epprosched-
from the side farthest from the blind by ruonning slong thie ground znd slipping
under the lower lesves of the sumac. ALfter feeding it usuelly sat fecing
the blind. When it left tre nest it came toward the blind. The two sdults
were not present et the same time, bwt when some people welked zlong
leughinénend telking, o bird gave seversl werning chips from tne bushes
and the cne on the nest became restless.
* ‘ ) Cn JUly‘26 btoth of the parents were present and fed trne young.
They both cazme towsrd the nest e2long the uvusuel psth,snd as they both ned
the seme merkings end colorings, I was not eble to tell one sex from the
other. They differed 11ttle in their sovprosch to the nest, the feedlng of
the young, or in leaving the nest. However, one did all of t“e xoverlng of“
the young'duriné the time thet I wetched snd 1 shell assume thls one to be

+ the femele. After feedina the young the Pdulfs exemined the nest very'cérefulli'
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end either ate or cerrleﬂ off tie'eXcreef%; The‘female more often abe it

s she could then remein on the nest. It was & very hot morning .and she
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’Astood over the nest nentine with her mouth open. Zrery once in a while she

1ooked 1n+o the nest #nd sesmed to be resrranging the birdis cr pulling et

tne grecs of the nest. When the male srrived with food ths femele left
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ifmredigtely. Eefore fbe reﬁurned the msle fed tne young by tryine first one
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efter the othpr until ﬁe piscororpd the huneriest (probsbly tj tnrost reflex),
then left cerrying the excretyfa if tihere wes eny. The femels usuelly

returned very soon carrylng & grasshopper or some other insect. Sne also
trie® the young one aftér another before she fed one, end esfter feadine

erd exeminine the nest she sgein sgseumed her position over it.

Her vsugl position in reletion to the tlind wss thus:- ®
The only sound that either of the sdults mede was = r—;—-——‘Y

cripnine which seemdd to be g mesrs of cormminicetion betwsen them en? not
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imslus for the young. The mele 4id not sineg or,if dicé,it we =
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rom & distence too grest for me to heer rim from the nest,
In the evenine on the same desy I bended &nd messured one of
trhe youne birds end secured the fcllowing information:-

Downy youns with festher trects showing.

Length 55mm
Bill length Emm
Eill--eye 10.5
- Bill--nostril 4
Gape 12
Bye 3
Extent 76
Wing right 23
Primery 8
Wing--body 35
Beg--body 45
Tersus 18
Tersus--toe 3

Foot 17 16 , =
The next dey when I went out to continue my observetion ell
of the birds hed diseppeared. ‘Again the nest showed no signs of heving been

disturved so it is likely thet the szme thine which took the eges came beck

for the ~young birds. Itmey have bteen a snske, e&s & snske 1s one offthe few

thines whick could teske them and leeve no sicns. A11 rests whiéh &re
under observetion are more listle to etteck from birds enemies for meny
reve discoverad thet by following men they ere led to food. For this reeson
I wes cereful to stend as far from thé nast as pogsible when I took out

tre tird, but in spite of this, I mey heave led some enemy to the nest,



