
The morning of Sunday, June 24, w a s  w a r m ,  c l e a r ,  

and sunny, wi th  l i t t l e  if any breeze. For two houre I had, 

wi th  very i n d i f f e r e n t  success ,  been acouring t h e  h i l l  above 

t h e  Biologica l  S t a t i o n  f o r  j u s t  one of the many n e e t a  r epor ted  

t o  be there.-  Four, t o  be sure,  I had foimd, b u t  t h e  k ingbi rd '  8 

n e a t  . w a s  much too high,  t h e  cedar  waGing's  n e a t  w a s  t h e  

e s p e c i a l  property of a "problem student" ,  and t h e  o t h e r  two 

n e s t s  were decidedly of n ine teen  th i r ty- two v in tage .  

But l u c k  must t u r n .  There i n  a bush, shoulder  high, 

w a s  a n e s t ,  - a b i g  n e s t ,  - a s o l i d  n e a t ,  most l i k e l y  a rob in '  a  

A n e s t ,  i d e ~ l l y  l o c a t e d  f o r  study. Cautiouely I approach, 

snapping no twigs underfoot ,  and found -- - ano the r  empty neat!  

I ploughed o f f  through t h e  underbrush, damning my luck,  b i r d a  i n  

genera l ,  and a ' b r a n c h  that  caught my h a i r  I n  p a r t i c u & a r ,  

going t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t u r n i n g  my head t o  do a thorough 

job of the  l a a t .  And t h e r e ,  about t e n  f e e t  i n  on t h e  branch 

I n  an upward a l a n t i n g  c r o t c h  I 'saw, suspended hammock-wise, . 

a few fresh a t rands  of b i r c h  bark. The l i g h t  of day could 

be seen through them, and t h e  breeze could s l i g h t l y  l i f t  them, 

but  they were f a i n t l y  sugges t ive  of a n e s t ,  and n o t  an o l d  

one. 

Then I found t h e  s t r anda  f i rmly  anchored by cobwebs, 

I s i l e n t l y  r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  bush t h a t  bore t h e  r o b i n ' s  n e s t ,  



s e t t l e d  deep In,  and waited,  n o t  long. A " t s i p "  sounded 

behind me t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  ano the r  behind me t o  t h e  l e f t .  The 

c a l l  no tes  were sharp,  c l e a r ,  and reminded me much of t h e  

alarm n o t e s  of t h e  song sparrow. But a song sparrow doesn ' t  

bu i ld  i n  oak t r e e s ,  and doesn ' t  use b i r c h  bark, so  I looked 

over  th3 pigeon ho les  of my mind f o r  birds t h a t  b u i l d  wfth 

b i r c h  bark and sound l i k e  song aparrows, and found none a t  

a l l .  When two small  d u l l  g reen i sh  b i r d s  with two l i g h t  

wing bars and d i s t i n c t  white  eye r i n g s  came i n t o  view, I 

f e l t  t h a t  I had l e a r n e d  something new about l e z s t  f l y c a t c h e r a ,  

f o r  t h a t  they  obvioualy were. 

Though t h e  birds yere  aware of my proximity,  as  

evidenced by f requen t  r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  a l a r n  n o t e  and t h e  

c i r c u i t o u s  method of approach t o  t h e  nea t ,  they d id  n o t  seem 

p a r t i c u l a r f l y  f  r ightened,  f o r  they worked d i z i g e n t l y  a l l  t h e  

while  I remained. From t h e  r a t e  a t  which m a t e r l a l s  were 

brought, that i s  a t  i n t e r v a l 8  of one t o  tw9 minutes, I judged 

t h a t  both t h e  male and female were working. One of the 

b i rde ,  however, f r e q u e n t l y  mounted a dead b i r c h  about  twenty 

f e e t  away and e n e r g e t i c a l l y  che-bee-ed from t h e  topmost l i n b ,  

so  it may be t h a t ,  as usua l ,  t h e  male was g iv ing  moral support  

only. Aa t h e  work progressed I heard another  q u i t e  un- 

f l y c a t c h e r - l i k e  note  used only when t h e  b i r d s  were n e a r  t h e  

n e s t  - a  s i n g l e ,  low, sweet note .  T h s  b i r d s  eeemed content ,  

and I w a  con ten t ,  f o r  I did n o t  y e t  know t h a t  another  "problem 

studqnt" had chosen l e a a t  f l y c a t c h e r s  as h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  problem. 



That evening I s l i p p e d  back t o  see  whether I had 

d i s tu rbed  o r  etopped b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  by my mornira'  s 

Nei ther  b i r d  w a s  i n  evidence, so I examined t h e  

n e e t  and found t h a t  it w a s  now a f r a i l  ahallow cup. Some 

s t ronger  f  l b e r a  had been added, bu t  l i t t l e  seened accompli shed 

f o r  so much e n e r g e t i c  work. 

Monday o f f e r e d  no oppor tuni ty  f o r  observat ion,  b u t  

on Monday evening a t  about  seven- th l r ty  I v i s i t e d  t h e  n e s t  

again.  ThePe were no-  che-becs, no t e i p s ,  no low   oft no tes ,  

but  t h e  n e a t  w a s  considerably deeper.  A r i m  had been added 

above t h e  l e v e l  of the  branches i n  which it was hung, and 

the  whole s t r u c t u r e  was cons iderably  re inforced .  A s  y e t  

t h e ~ e  was no l i n i n g  and no trimming had been added, bu t  t h e  

reeemblance t o  t h e  f i n i s h e d  n e s t  w a s  marked. 

Tuesday was a p r o f i t a b l e  dey, f o r  t h e  "problem 

student"  agreed t o  l e t  m e  u se  t h e  n e s t ,  provided he could 

also  mrke obse rva t ions  and recorda.  An a l l  day f i e l d  t r i p  

prevented my observing t h e  n e s t  u n t i l  seven- th i r ty  t h a t  

evening. No birds  were t o  be seen o r  heard,  b u t  evidences 

of l a b o r  were s u f f i c i e n t  30 afisure m e  t h a t  they had been 

t h e r e  during t h e  day. The n e s t  waa l i n e d  with p l a n t  down 

and h a i r s ,  and some hanging s t r i p s  of b i r c h  bark had been 

added t o  t h e  outa ide .  I t  w a s  complete - ready f o r  house- 

keeping; so I took a l a r g e  aheet  of white paper, wrote my 

"Bewaren, f a s t e n e d  it i n  a promiLent ~ o s l t i o n  and went 

merr i ly  and innocent ly  on my way expect ing t o  f i n d  one l i t t l e  



white egg by Wednesday evening. Imagine my coneterna t ion  

on f ind ing ,  on Rednesday evening, everyth ing  j u e t  as I had 

l e f t  it on Tuesday evening. . Likewise on Thursday morning, 

and Thuradagr. a f t e rnoon  and Th-meday evening t h e r e  were no 

songs, no b i r d s ,  no eggs. I had it a l l  f i g u r e d  o u t  by 

bedtime tha t  i t  Was the b i g  white pz?er t h a t  R a s  t h e  r o o t  

of t h e  t roub le ,  and nobody t o l d  me otherwise.  So Friday 

I s tudied  Sy s t e n a t i c  Botany. 

Saturday a f t e rnoon  I s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  examine t h e  

h i l l  again f o r  one, just one, of t h e  r a p i d l y  mounting number 
. +M- 

of n e s t s  r epor ted  t o  have been s e e n ~ .  A f t e r  an hour of so 

of snaki ly a t a l k i n g  "chippies"  through t h e  t a l l  gra ~ s e s ,  

hoping they would hop onto t h e i r  n e s t a  o u t  of sheer  goodness 

of h e a r t ,  my f e e t  took m e  back t o  the scene of my disappointment. 

And there ,  crouching- on the n e s t  and headed due northea-st  

was the b i r d  t h a t  had deae r t ed ,  and on a l i m b  near by w a s  her 

mate. She d i d n ' t  nove, bu t  he imaedlately f lew t o  the dead 

bii-ch and valced wi th  the sparrow-like " t s i p "  his d*, sapproval . 
So, making a haaty mental  note of the p o s i t i o n  of t h e  female 

on the  nea t  ( I  assume it w a s  t h e  female, for ta m e  the birds 

were i n d i s t i n 6 u i s h a b l e ) ,  I s l ipped  away, f e a r i n g  t o  discourage 

a good t h i n g  s t a r t e d .  

Stulday ( j u s t  a week from the  t ime I had f i r s t  no t iusd  

the  nest) I s?er,t an hoiu. a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  "robin-neat  buah". 

It was a d u l l ,  gray,  co ld  mornlng wlth a r a t h e r  s t rong  wind 

from t 3 e  nor33eaat .  The b i r d  was on t h e  n e a t ,  headlng 



toward t h e  wind, and she made no move t o  l e a v e  t h e  n e s t  during 

t h e  time I w a s  t h e r e .  I n e l t h e r  saw nor heard h e r  mate 

i n  t h e  vicinity. 7?e had a very q u i e t  time, bu t  I d i d  n o t  l i k e  

ta d i s t u r b  her t o  f i n d  o u t  whether t h e  nb lessed  event"  had 

occurred, so I l e f t  w i t h  my c u r i o s i t y  u n s a t i s f i e d .  

When on Monday evening (we were on a f i ~ l d  t r i p  

during t h e  day) I found h e r  in t h e  s e l f  same p o s i t i o n  wi th  

the  selfsame g lassy  s t a r e ,  and no n a t e  i n  evidence, I thought . 
it was t h e  t o  encourske some n e s t  a c t i v i t y ,  so I g o t  two 

companions, a l i g h t  l a d d e r ,  d i v i d e r e ,  r u l e r ,  p e n c i l  and paper, . 

and gen t ly  b u t  f i rmly  suggested she leave .  Vhich she d i d .  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  revealed  two ma l l  whlte eggs, ve.ri" th in -  s h e l l e d  I 
with t h e  pinkBsh of t h e  yo lk  glowing through. d g n e  measured 1 i 
.C L inches by . 5 2 inches ,  and the  o t h e r  

Qne was probably l a i d  on Saturday and the  o t h e r  on Runday. 4 

Knowing, forn Chapman, t h a t  l e a s t  f l y c a t c h e r s  usually have 

t h r e e  t o  f i v e  eggs, I assumed t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  would probably 

be l a i d  before  I couf d v i s i t  t h e  n e s t  the  following n i g h t .  

A t  t h e  same t i z e  ne rneasllrod t h e  n e s t .  The measure- 

nen t s  which fo l low a r e  f a l r l y  t y p i c a l  of l e a s t  f l y c a t c h e r  

n e s t s .  Outside diameter  3 inches;  i n s i d e  diameter  a{..+dlnchea; 

ou t s ide  depth  inches ;  i n s l d e  depth 1 I/, i nches .  The 

cons t ruc t ton  of t h e  n e s t  h a s  z l ready Seen descr ibed ,  b u t  more 

can be ea id  of  the  a i t e .  I t  was placed about  s i x  f e e t  h l s h  

i n  the  c r o t c h  of two brznches of a south extending limb of 

an oak t r e e ,  and w a s  s d n i r a 5 l y  concealed by t h e  l e a v e s  surrounding 

it. 



When t h e  n e s t  was v i s i t e d  on Tuesday, t h e r e  w a s ,  as 

I had e x p c t e d  t h e r e  wolrld b*, a t h i r d  egg. But It wae 

q u i t e  a b i t  l a r g e r  and d i e t i n c t l y  spo t t ed  with brown - a 

cowbird's egg. m e t h e r  t h e  b i r d  now f e l t  s a t i s f  i e d  t h a t  t h e  

quota of t h r e e  wae f i l l e d ,  o r  whether t h e r e  would have been 

only t ~ o  egga, I d o n ' t  know, but  no more eggs were l a i d .  

On Tedneaday a s p e c i ~ ~ l l g  cons t ruc ted  tower of aspen 

sap l ings ,  with a p la t fo rm seven f e e t  high,  was e rec ted .  The 

a c t u a l  bu i ld ing  was done a t  a d i s t a n c e  and t h e  tower w a s  t hen  

moved t o  a p o s i t i ~ n  sou theas t  of t h e  n e a t  and f o u r  f e e t  from 

it, t o  accustom t h e  b i r d s  t o  i t s  p rox in i ty .  Although t h e  

b i r d  now changed h e r  g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  south,  she d i d  

n o t  l eave  dLl-?.1g t h e  whole of t h e  decidedly clamorous opera t ion .  

On Thursday evening t h e  b l i n d  vas  moved i n  c l o s e r  - 
v i t h i n  two and a  h a l f  f e e t  f rom t h e  n e s t .  The b i r d  w z s  a l e r t  

bu t  maintained her p o s i t i o n  f a c i n g  u s  u n t i l  w i t h  a thunp 

t h e  tower was f i n a l l y  placed,  and then, wi th  a frightened 

c l a t t e r ,  she l e f t ,  and we d i d  too. That af ternoon I p laced  

the  canvas f o r  t h e  b l l n d  t n  a heap on t h e  platform, and though 

she d i d  n o t  l eave ,  I thought I t  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  try h e r  p a t l e n c e  
~ e 6 ~  

too  f a r ,  f o r  ahe had been incubating, on?) two days and might 

s t i l l  d e s e r t .  

Sat:lrCay evenlng t h e  s i d e  p i e c e s  of the blind were 

tacked u p  and on Sunday t h e  top  w a s  ad jus ted .  Although ahe 

waa very nervaus,  and s h i f t e d  a t  each s t r o k e  of t h e  harp.mr, the. 

female s tuck  t~ h e r  pos t .  I t  w a s  now J u l y  9, e x a c t l y  two 



weeke from t h e  d a t e  on which t h e  n e s t  w a s  found. For e i g h t  

days I had n e i t h e r  seen nor  heard t h e  male. The female had 

been p r e s e n t  each t ime t h e  n e e t  was v i s i t e d ,  and assuming t h a t  

she e t a r t e d  incubat ing  a f t e r  the cowbird egg had been l a i d ,  

f i v e  days of t h e  Incubat ion  pe r iod  had been conpleted.  

I d i d  n o t  v i a i t  t h e  n e s t  aga in  f o r  any l e n g t h  of 

time u n t i l  the fo l lowing THuraBay, t h e  n i n t h  day of incubat ion.  

The b i r d  w a s  s t i l l  f a c i n g  t h e  b l ind ,  bu t  w a s  r e a t i n g  much 

higher  I n  t h e  n e s t ,  so t h a t  t h e  whole edge of t h e  wing l a y  

alorf: i t e  r i m .  During t h e  time I was t h e r e ,  she changed h e r  

p o s i t i o n  on an average of every t e n  minutes, moving i n  a 

clockwise d i r e c t i o n ,  I w a s  Impressed a t  how busy she was 

doing nothing. She a t r e t c h e d  h e r  neck t h i s  way and t h a t ,  

plucked a t  her  f e a t h e r s ,  r o s e  and s e t x l e d  i n  the  n e s t ,  t u rned  

t h e  egga wi th  h e r  f e e t ,  and kept,  a l s a y s ,  a weather eye on me. 

S t i l l  t h e r e  was no e ign  o r  sound of a mate. No b i r d  save a 

cedar waxwlng s e t t l e d  i n  the  t r e e .  The female was i n t e r e s t e d  

but  &?perturbed. A f t e r  h a l f  an hour she s i l e n t l y  l e f t  t h e  

nea t ,  r i e l n g  and f l y i n g  o f f  In an e a s t e r l y  direction, v o l i m t a r i l y  

exposing f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t h e  two white  and one speckled 

eggs. One of t h e  f l y c a t c h e r  egga seemed t o  be addled, b u t  

I d i d  n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime remove it. A t  t h e  end of f o u r  n t n u t e s  

she re tu rned  from t h e  n o r t h ,  g i v i n g  t h e  warning call desc r ibed  2 

t e n  times, and f l i t t i n g  ? - ~ r n  branch t o  branch about t h e  n e s t .  

A t  t h e  end of a minute t h e  chipping ceased, and t h e r e  she w a s ,  



poised  on t h e  e Q e  of t h e  n e s t .  She melted i n t o  t h e  n e s t  

and resimed h e r  watchful wai t ing.  Only once i n  t h e  next  

f o r t y - f i v e  minutes d i d  she d lep lay  any unusual i n t e r e s t ,  and 

t h a t  when we bo%h heard a "che-hecn from a t r e e  about  f o r t y  

f e e t  away. But t h e  I n t e r e a t  d i d  no good. The che-bec 

faded away i n  t he  d i s t a n c e  i n s t e a d  of approaching, I wonder 

whether it w a s  t h e  miss ing  mate. 

Another f i f t e e n  minutes s l ipped  by and then occurred 

an event  which a t  t h e  t ime I thought h ighly  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  l i t t l e  

suspect ing  t h a t  it foreshadowed tragedy f o r  u s  both. The 

mother bird suddenly etood s t r a i g h t  up i n  t h e  n e s t ,  t he  b e t t e r  

t o  s t r e t c h  h e r  neck f a r  over t h e  side and i n v e s t i g a t e  the  

sround below. She seemed f r i g h t f u l l y  concerned, but I could 

hear noth ing  o r  see  noth ing  through t h e  knotholes  of t h e  

p la t form and t h e  r i p s  i n  the  canvas. With a h e a t i n g  of wings 

and an amount of n o i s e  t h a t  w a s  s t a r t l i n g  i n  a b i r d  so small, 

she plunged from t h e  n e s t ,  and darted a t  t h e  Intrl!'ler, a t t a c k i n g  

him tooth ,  t o e n a i l ,  and wing, a s  he though t fu l ly  and uncon- 

cernedly ambled ou t  a long t h e  main l i m b  and then down t h e  

side p a t h  t o ~ a r d  t h e  nest. When it was apparent  t h a t  the  

woret was about  t o  happen, t h e  b i r d  gave up t h e  a t t a c k ,  and 

r e t r e a t e d  t o  a h igher  l imb, loud ly  t o  lament t h e  invasion 

of t h e  r e d  s q u i r r e l .  The invader  approached t o  wi th in  t h r e e  

inchea of t h e  n e s t ,  b r i g h t l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  the  eggs,  paused a 

aoment, and e i l e n t l y  slipped back along t h e  l i m b ,  jumped t o  

the  nex t  t r e e ,  2nd w a s  gone. 



I brea thed  a s i g h  of r e l i e f  t h a t  n a t u r e  had n o t  

taken i t 8  course,  a t  l e a s t  a t  my n e s t ,  l i t t l e  r e a l l z i n g  t h a t  

the  s q u i r r e l  i n  t h e  moment he pauaed had n o t  been changing 

h i  B mind bu t  merely count ing o f f  on h i s  f inge ra ,  "nrne, ten ,  

eleven, twelve - - - I  " A f t e r  a few ch ips  from t h e  nex t  t r e e ,  

t h e  b i r d  became suddenly s i l e n t ,  c i r c l e d  t o  t h e  nor th ,  s i l e n t l y  

landed on t h e  n o r t h  edge of t h e  n e s t ,  snd s e t t l e d  on t h e  egGa 

with a l i t t l e  hop. I waited twenty .nore minutes  f o r  t h e  male 

t o  show up, and glve t h e  l a d y  some sympathy and moral s u p m r t  

i f  n o t  food, but  no th tng  happened. During an  hour and a h a l f ,  

approxiziately, t h e  incubat ing  b i r d  had l e f t  t h e  eggs &?covered 

f o r  f o u r  minutea only ,  and any b reakfas t  she had must have 

been secured i n  t h a t  time. 

On ~ r i d a y ,  J u l y  14, w e  sa t  toge the r  f o r  an hour and 

looked a t  each o t h e r  and s i l e n t l y  communed, enJoying ourse lvee  

though t h e  day waa d a r k  gray, drops of r a i n  were f a l l i n g ,  and 

the  canvas f lapped i n  t h e  breeze.  I thought of her husband, 

- t h a t  he must be dead, - t h a t  he must be a J e l l y  f i 8 h  of a 

b i r d  t o  d e s e r t  so e a s i l y ,  - t h a t  he must be an awful bounder, 

gone f o r  eleven days and hatching about t o  oocur! Rut h e r  

eye w a s  i n s c r u t a b l e ,  and he r  wants apparent ly  s a t i e f i e d ,  f o r  

a l l  ahe d i d  was s i t .  

Sa t i~rday mornlng, when I a r r i v e d  a t  e i g h t  twenty-five,  

the g r e a t  event  had a l r e a d y  occurred. One of the egbs had 

hatched, a t  the  end of e leven daye,  i f  my assumption concerning 

incubat ion was c o r r e c t .  There mas one baby bird,  - s u r p r i  s ing ly  



b ig  - one white  egg and one speckled egg. I marvel led a t  

how a S i r d  so  b ig  could come from an egg so small, b u t  he 

looked weak and cold,  and h i s  mother w a s  f ags ing ,  ao I r e -  

f r a i n e d  f r o a  moving him. A t  the end of ten minutes  she was 

s t i l l  fuss lng ,  making no move t o  cover and w a r m  t h e  new born, 

so I sneaked away. Two hours  l a t e r  I came back w i t h  a corn- 

panion, who w a s  t o  wait a few minutes, and then n o i a i l y  walk 

of f  down t h e  t r a i l ,  maklng t h e  f l y c a t c h e r  t h i n k  ( s i n c e  her 

a b i l i t y  a t  counting d i d  no t  go as h igh  as t h e  number two) 
- 

t h a t  both of u s  had l e f t .  I f  she d i d  t h i n k  t h a t  two had 3 3 3 ,  

ehe w a s  suce a t h i r d  p a r t y  was t h e r e  f o r  I t  took h e r  e i g h t  

minutes of ch i rp ing  and hopping t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  wide open 

mouth f o r  which she brought no food. The young one aas 

evlden5l; r o t  very comfortable t o  s i t  on f o r  much of t h e  

next  half hour was spent  a r rang ing  and rea r rang ing  t h e  con ten t s  

of the  n e s t .  Both beak and f e e t  were ueed i n  a very  business-  

l i k e  manner, and i t  xas  probably no more comfortable f o r  t h e  

baby than f o r  he r .  

No more was she n i c e l y  s e t t l e d  a t  l a s t  than  she 

suddenly and s l l e n t l y  dropped s t r a i g h t  over  t h e  edge of t h e  

nea t .  A t  t h e  end of t h r e e  n i n u t e s  she chipped h e r  way back, 

c i r c l e d  t o  t h e  nor th ,  and landed on t h e  edge of t h e  n e s t .  

The young one made a low, sweet, sf qcr!: -:isound, - gaped, and 

she fed  it the  morsel she had brought; cramping any f u r t h e r  

d e s i r e  f o r  food by promptly s q u a t t i n g  on it. For t e n  n i n u t e s  

she brooded and then w a s  called t o  a r m  t o  defend t h e  n e s t  

a g a i n ~ t  a cedar  waxwi~g. A few days before ,  when she w a s  



incubat in&, a waxwing caused merely t h e  cock of a head. Now 

i t  brought t h e  whole b i r d  i n t o  r a p i d  ac t ion .  She brought no 

food when ehe r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  f i v e  minutes and d i d  n o t  l e a v e  

t o  fo rage  u n t i l  twenty minute6 l a t e r .  The young b i r d  had 

been f e d  on ly  twice in an hour, once toward the  beginning 

and once toward t h e  end of it. Again no male w a s  presen t .  

That  n i g h t  when I deemed him old enowh t o  etande 

t h e  opera t ion ,  I removed. what I thought was t h e  young f l y - '  

ca tche r  and found t h a t  it was t h e  cowbird t h a t  had ha t lbed  a t ,  

t h e  end of e leven days. The reason f o r  my mf atake  was soon- 

apparent .  The e h e l l  of t h e  cowbird egg had n o t  been much 

damaged by t h e  ha tching ,  and it had n o t  been removed, 80 t h a t  

ha l f  t h e  s h e l l  ha3 ~ l ? ? z e d  over  one of t h e  f l y c a t c h e r  eggs.  

I was very much d isagpoin ted  with my i n f a n t ,  but  weighed and 

nezsured him anyhow, and a l s o  t h e  egg8 t h a t  reaalned.  The d i f -  

f e rences  In t h e  weights  made me r e a l i z e  t h e  vaa tnese  of my 

e r r o r ,  f o r  t h e  b i r d  l e s s  than twenty hours o l d  weighed 3.2 grass, 

and t h e  n o t  addled egg weighed only .8 of one gram - o r  only 

one f o u r t h  a3 much. The young one t h a t  would emerge i n  another  

day would, I r e a l i z e d ,  be q u l t e  a d l f f e r e n t  looking t h i n g  

from t he  d u l l  red,  gray domed a f f a i r  I had i n  my hand. 
I 

By Sunday morning noth ing  had happened. Sunday 

af ternoon brought no r e s u l t s .  Rut S;u?aay evening, twenty-one 

days and t e n  hours a f t e r  the  f i r s t  observa t ion ,  and twelve 

days a f & e r  inclrbation e t a r t e d ,  I found what I was looktng  f o r :  

a t i n y  ye l lowish  plnk c r e a t u r e  wi th  hoary down. There w a g  

no aien of any egg shell; and t h e  addled egg, too,  had been 
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removed. When I weighed the  cowbird and found t h a t  I t  had 
i 

gained almost tLnee grama I n  a day, I promptly decided t o  do 

aray with it, and took it ~ l 9 ~  the  h i l l  t o  f l n d  a p a i l  of 

water o r  a hangman. But h i s  f a t e  w a s  not  y e t  accomplished, 

f o r  it was silggeated t h a t  I put  him I n  a n e s t  of p a r t l y  

grown towhees; - which I g lad ly  dld. 

The new l i t t l e  one was too brand new t o  handle, with 

h i s  down e t i l l  damp and my hands c h i l l y  i n  the  evening a i r ,  
1 

so I l e f t  him t o  h i e  mother's care  u n t i l  I should be ab le  t o  

r e tu rn  Monday a f t e r  the  f i e l d  t r i p .  

W e  go t  hone a t  about fou r - th i r t y .  Plenty of time, 

thought I, t o  see how the  l i t t l e  one i s  progresselng. Halfway 

I 
i 

up the  h i l l  I met 30b Brown. I9 1. see, 'I he aald, " the  Saby 

I' f l y c a t c h e r  has disappeared and the  mother b i r d ' s  deserted. ! 
! 
i 

11 O h ,  t hey ' re  gone," sa id  I,  I' both 3oneJV and turning 1 
! 

back down the  path, I thought of the  red  s q u i r r e l  pausing, 

counting "ten, eleven, twelve ----" before al ipping down the  

-* t r ee .  - 
I haven't  been near the  place since. 


